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CHAPTER I.—IRAQ. 


(J 125/2/16) No. 1 


Sir M. Lampson to Mr. Biden,—(Received January 7, W943) 
(No. 1204.) 


Sir, Cairo, December 16, 1942 


aph 5 of my telegram No, 2576 of the 13th Novem 
nin Nahas Pasha’s speech at the Saadist Club 
on the 13th N tablishment of w bureau for intellectual co-opera. 
between 4 Trag, I have the honour to report that the project of 
bureau was no doubt inspired by Taha Hussein, the Techs 1 Adviser to: 
the Egyptian Ministey of Education, 

2. _ Discussions which have taken place in Cairo between the Ministry. of 
Education and the Iraqi Legation during the Inst few months have led te the 
STiblishment. in the Ministry: of Education here of n bureau campousd of the 
Minister of Education and the Under-Secretary of State for Edmestinn an the 
Egyptian side, and t qi Minister (or Chargé d’ Affaires) and one oth Trai 
not yet appointed. The task of the bureau is, among other thi ted to bx 
the drafting of proposals for a Treaty of Cultural Co-operation ehich wea te 

ned by Egypt and Iraq in the first place and would be open to other cect 
untries subject to the approval of the two principal parties 

3. Tam sending a copy of this despatch to fa 
Bagdad, His Majesty's Minister at Betrut 
Palestine. 


ber, 


ssty's Ambassador at 
and the High ‘Commissioner for 


T have, &e 


MILES W. LAMPSON 





(E 279/103 /98) No. 2. 


Sir K. Cornwallis to Mr. Eden—(Received January 13)) 


(No. 37) 
(Telegraphic) 
“Pr sai informed me this morni 
Government to declare war on the Axis Powers a 
Mate announced on Saturday morning, 16th January. state of war to begin at 
faidnight local time on that date. No announcement should be mode mn Levin 
afore 1100 hours Greenwich Mean Time on 16th January. "Test of Governance 
decision with summary of explanatory memorandum and Suggestions on publicity 
measures are being telegraphed urgently in Empax series, 

2 erie Minister explained that all Iraqi diplomatic 
Tepresentatives abroad are being warned 
also be communicated to the Swiss Consul 


Bagdad, January 13, 1043. 
g that decision of the Iraqi 
| to adhere to 26-Power Pact, 


and consular 
of what is impending and decision will 
here as local protector of Axis interests 
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[EB 279/103/93 No. 3. 


Sir K. Cornwallis to Mr. Eden—(Received January 13.) 


legraphic.) Bagdad, January 13, 1943 
MY immediately preceding telegram. 
pressed to Nuri ty surprise that he was acting with such precipitancy 
d that he had not allowed sufficient time for preparation [! group 
omitted: 'of) public opinion. His Excellency replied that by 16th January 
bis pres campaizn would have lasted a week and apart from this he was entirely 
confident that his policy would be approved by the great majority of the people 
T urged him to lose no time in wa Mutesarifs what was afoot, Tam myself 


ing 
ined at 
considerable length his reluctance to take any st rs either 
enemy or local critics to allege that Iraq's entry r had been subject 
to any conditions [group undeeypherable He went on to say 
that I could, however, assure you that it was definitely the policy of the Iraqi 
Government to deal with the economic problem and also to assist limitrophe 
territories to the best of their ability. He reminded me that he had. comaia 
himself to this effect on more than one occasion and I got the impression t 
he would be prepared to do so again. In reply to these excuses, 1 pointed 
that the whole object of the Proposed letter was to make it clear beyond 
possible misunderstanding that the undertaking recorded in the exchange of 
notes about belligerency not involving any wider obligations than those al 
assumed under the Anglo-Iragi Treaty. in no way aflects Iraq's determi 
co-operate to the fullest extent in the Allied economic effort. The Prime Minister 
had not previously considered the desirability of bridging thix possible gap but 
the most he would: promise was to confer with the Minister of Finance and let 
me know the result 
the Prime Minister that Axis reprisals might occur and the 
ir raids could not be ignored. Nuri was inclined to poohi-pooh 
nger, but agreed that Air Officer Commanding should take such precau 
tionary measures as might in the latter's view be necessary. The Air Officer 
Commanding having asked me a day or two ago for advance warning of zero 
hour, Air Headquarters have been notified accordingly 





868/108, oO 4 


Sir K, Cornwallis to Mr. Kden—(Recelted January 18) 

(No. 04) 
(Telegraphic.) Bagdad, Janwary 17, 1943, 

HERE is nothing very striking to report in the way of local reactions 
Iraq's entry into the war.” When legislature reassembled on 16th Janus 
after recess, only some 44 Deputies out of 115 took their wats and (T group 
omitted: tit} was therefore a thin house that applauded the Pritne Minister's 
Announcement, High percentage of absentees may be attributed partly to 
normal post-holiday alackness and partly to the fact that reassembly of Parlia 
ment coincided with the ninth day of Muharren, which is strictly observed by 
all Shiah elements, Probably, only in a very few cases did Deputies keep away 
from motives of opposition to Nuri’s policy. Little of note was said in the few 
speeches that followed the announcement, Possibly the most interesting 
Pronouncement was made by Abdul Wahab Mahmoud, Deputy for Basra, who, 
while welcoming particularly renewed interest of United States in international 
aflairs, expressed his ugret that no less than 120 elected representatives of the 
American people should have supported the idea of handing Palestine over to 
the Jews —‘Tewfik Suwaidi (who is in a most disgruntled mood, complaining 
that he has been instilted by the suggestion that he should serve abroad asa 
diplomatic representative under his dentist, present Minister for Foreign 
Affairs) enquired: whether any assurances bad been obtained limiting Iraq's 
commitments to her treaty obligations and was told by the Prime Minister that 
there would he a later opportunity to debate the whole question of Iraqi 
belligerency, Other speakers followed the general line of last week's preparatory 
propaganda 


3 


% Public seems to have taken the news yery calmly and I have not heard 
of any demonstrations either pro or con. Crowds listening to special broad: 
casts outside coflee-shops seemed rather glum, but the weather was overcast. and 
there [1 group omitted : ! was] even a rain which always seems to depress the 
people. 

3. IL think it may be said that in general the news was well received but 
without any enthusiasm. No reports are yet to hand for Liwas 





(J 490/2/16) No. 


Sir M. Lampson to Mr. Eden—(Received January 29.) 
(No. 1) 
Sir, Cairo, January 2, 1943 
WITH reference to my despateh No. 1204 of the 16th December, 1042, regard 
the establishment of an office for cultural co-operation between Egypt and Iraq, 
I have the honour to transmit herewith a translation of a decision issued by 
the Ministry of Education setting forth the duties and composition of that ullice 
2. The office is to arrange the exchange of information in matters of 
‘education, to consider the exchange of students and teachers and to make necessary 
preparations for conferences. It will also undertake the execution of a cultural 
treaty, which, it is stated, the two Governments intend to couclide as soon as 
possible, 
Pog. Each Ministry of Education, will delegate two representatives to the 
office, which will meet under the presidency of the local Minister of Education 
in either Cairo or Bagdad in February each year, Subject to the approval of 
the two principal parties, other Arab Governments may be represented in the 
office. 


4. 1 am sending copies of this despatch to His Majesty's representatives 
in Bagdad, Jerusalem and Beirut 
T haye, de. 
MILES W. LAMPSON 


Enclosure in No. 5. 


Ministerial Decision No. 06%, dated August 27, 1942, for the Establishment 
of an Office for Cultural Co-operation between Kgypt and Iraq. 


, Ministry of Kducation, Minister's Ofte, 

THE Minister of Education, after consideration of ‘the decision of the 
Council of Ministers, dated the’ 18th July, 1942, has made the following 
decision -— 


Annicuy I 


An office will be established for cultural co-operation between the Egyptian 
aud the Tragi Ministries of Education. ts objects would include proposals for 
all that would lead to complete co-operation in cultural and educational matters 
of interest to both countries, particularly the following 


1. To keep both Ministries informed of all developments and chan in 
both countries regard to questions of education and instruction, including 
iy new regulations, laws and curricula as well as scholastic booka; and the 
reasons for such developments 
2. To consider the advantages of exchanging students and teachers, and the 
gonditions of secondment of the fatter for lang or short periods, and any relevant 
tails. 
3. To discuss the advantage of exchanging books, publications and other 
scholastic materials 
4. To make preparations for any future cultural and educational 
conferences, 


Arnicte IT, 


The office will meet either in Cairo or at Bagdad under the presidency of 
the Minister of Education or his appointed representative. It will be composed 
of the president and four members, #.., two representatives from each Ministry. 


(25648) 2 
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Awnene ILL 


The office will meet in Fet ach year, and may hold other extraordinary 
meetings if found necessary x 


Anmicue 1V 


The said office will form the practical instrument for the exeention of the 
Cultu al Treaty, which the two Cover ents intend to conclude at the earliest 
possible date. 


Avrtene V. 
Other Arab Governments may be represented in. the said office if they so 
dosire and if the Ministries of Education m Egypt and Iraq approve 
Anricir VI 


‘The technical adviser to the Ministry of Education is entrusted with the 
execution of this decision. 





(E 946/489/93) No. 6. 


Sir K. Cornwallis to Mr, Eden—(Receited February 16) 
(No. 24) 
Sir, Bagdad, January 2 
SINCE Mr. Thompson's despateh No. 345 of the 25th November the polit 

lifo of the country has been undisturbed and my chief concern, and that of the 
Tragi Government, has heen with economic matters. 1 xammarise below the major 

ps taken in the hope of controlling high prices and maintaining supplies of 
cheap bread and flour in the towns, They show something of the Mi 

hance’s desire, under pressure from me, to be energetic and realistic, but the 
results which he has so far uchieved have not done much to encourage belief in 
the effectiveness of such methods in this country. To be reasonable, however 
the oritic of the efforts of the Iraqi Administration to solve its war-time economic 


problems should not forget that in Traq the situation is no wore, indeed in 


many ways it is better, 1 
where much vigour a 
of economic difficult 


han in other Middl 


logendary efficiency, T saw it stated that "the serious economic. situation 
throughout the country is unrolieyed,”” 

2. In the middle of December tha Government, whose subwerviency to 
powerful agricultural vested interests is one of the rozrettable features of the 
present situation, made a further concession to wheat holders by authorising the 
purchase of grain at tho fixed prices in tho villages instead of at the collection 
centres, thus saving the growers considerable transport costs. At the same time 
it was announced that all stocks not registered with the authorities by the 
15th January would he liable to confiscation. This step and the meaningless 
threat attached to it unfortunately led to no substantial increase in the Govern 
ment’s stocks of wheat. Nevertheless, the authorities have continued somehow to 
maintain fairly edequate supplies of flour to feed the towns In Bagdad crowds 
of poor people are sometimes to be seen clamouring for bread outside the bakers 
shops, but in Mosul, Kirkuk and Basra the people seem to have had less catise 
for complaint 

3. On the 4th January the Minister of Finance commandeered half of all 
the barley in the taxation ‘centres of eight of the fourteen provinces of Iraq 
against a payment of T.D: 15 a ton (LD, 16 in Basra). His objects were 
to stop speculation in barley and to secure adequate supplies for the sale of 
barley flow to the poor and for mixing with wheat for cheap bread. I do not 
yet know how great a quantity of barley the Government have thus secured for 
distribution, but it certainly did not exceed 15,000 tons and their action has in 
no way decreased speculation, nor has it reduced prices in the open market. It 
so happened that, at the time when the Government laid hands on the barley in 
the taxation centres, there was much of this grain there which had already been 
bonght, bot not earried away, by the U.K-C.C, Half of this quantity. was 

Inisitioned by the Government, and T have not yet been able to persuade the 
Minister of Finance, who, to do/him justice, was ignorant of its existence at the 





time when he issued his order, to release jt. Discussions on this vexatious topic 
continue. 

4. On the 16th December the Ministry of Finance brought under official 
control the three woollen cloth mills in Bagdad, and concluded arrangements 
with the owners whereby they would manufacture two qualities of cloth to be 
sold at fixed prices of 600 fils per 500 grammes for the first quality, and 500 fils 
per 500 grammes for the second quality. Work on this cloth began on the 
Srd January. No exact figures are yet available, but the maximum output of 
these plants is probably about 250,000 square metres yearly. A few days later 
the Bagdad soap factory was similarly taken over. It seems to be the official 
ambition to distribute the entire output of this factory at a low price to Govern- 
ment.employees.of the lower grades 

5. Early in the New Year, perturbed by the increasing tendency of 
Saleh Jabr to lay all the economic trials and tribulations of the country at the 
doors of the British forces, T arranged an informal discussion on economic 
questions betwoen the Minister of Finance, the Commander-in-chief and myself 
‘The Minister had been nursing as a particular yrievance, for which there was 
some justification, the idea that the army were imposing too great a strain on 
the transport and supplies of the country, but he was well pleased with the 
sympathetic and helpful attitude of the Commander in-chicl, who promised the 
following help -— 


(@) To reduce from 800 to G00 the “ceiling” of Iraqi lorries used for 
military haulage. 

(b) To supply tyres and parts to keep civilian motor vehicles on the road, 
provided that their use for essential work was ensured by official 
contro! 
explore the possibility of enabling U-K.C.C, vehicles to assist in 

ig cereals for the Tragt Government. whenever military 
exigencies permit 


On the 16th January, on the fitst day of the reassembling of Parliament 
of a six-woeks’ adjournment, the Prime Minister informed the Chamber that, 
accordance with a resolution passed on the 12th November, the Government 

Were arranging for Iraq to adhere to the Declaration of the United Nations made 
at Washington on the 2nd January, 1942, and explained that, as this adheretice 
made it necessary for frag to declare war, the Regent had issued a Royal Iradah 
Proclaiming the ‘existence of a state of war between Iraq and the Axis Powers 
4x from midnight on the 16th-17th January. ‘The events and discussions that 
led up to this development have been fully reported by telegraph and need not 
be repeated here. Little of note was said in the few speeches that followed the 
Prime Minister's announcement, and most speakers approved of Iraq's declaring 
War in order that she and all the Arabs should enjoy to the full the benefits of 
the Atlantic Charter, but neither Nuri Pasha nor anyone olse indulged in any 
Sloquence on the contribution Iraq could make to hasten the Allied victory 
Indeed, one might conclude from their published statements that the Government 
do not ‘consider themselves under any obligation to do more than abide by the 
terms of the Anglo-Iraqi Treaty. It will be my endeavour to explode this 
Comfortable theory if it really exists. The public both in the capital and the 
Provinces received the rows with a calm that was near to indifference. T under- 
Stand that many people, not knowing the subtle ction between breaking off 
diplomatic relations and declaring war, had imagined that Iraq was already a 
belligerent and regarded the declaration of war as little more than an adminis. 
trative formality having little practical effect, 

7. On the other hand, the Prime Minister, who ever since the war hegan 
has been hoping for a new adventure which would consummate the achievements 
Of the Arab Revolt of the war of 1914-18, did his best to turn the occasion 
to the advantage of the Arab cause. ‘The propaganda with which he prepared 
the way for the declaration of war brought into prominence the third provision 
of the Atlantic Charter, with special reference to Syria and Palestine, and 
stressed the point that the Charter stipulated that all countries should enjoy a 
fair share of the raw materials of the world. ‘These things and many others 
fould, it was indicated. all be gained by signing the Washington Declaration. In 
his reply to Mr. Churchill's message welcoming Iraq as a co-belligerent Nu: 
Pasha found another opportunity to harp on the stme key, and declared that the 
Arab countries which had not yet received their liberty still looked to Great 
Britain to fulfil the promises made to the Arabs over 25 years ago aud reaffirmed 
in the Atlantic Charter. 

(25648) a3 





8. This reply was sent off without being shown to me, but so soon as I saw it 
I told the Prime Minister how untimely and tactless it was that at this solemn 
moment of Iraq's history he should have dwelt in his reply to Mr. Churchill not 
‘on what contribution Iraq could make to help the United Nations, but on what she 
expected to receive at their hands Nuri Pasha prepared a somewhat similar 
nessage for the Regent to telegraph to His Majesty The King, but fortunately 
His Royal Highness sent his Principal Secretary to show me the draft, and I told 
him plainly that I thought a repetition of Nuri Pasha’s inappropriate importunity 
would make a singularly bad effect in London. 

9. In late November echoes of the world-wide celebrations held on the 
2nd November, 1942, to mark the twenty-fifth anniversary of the Balfour Declara 
tion began to be heard in Iraq. On the Ist December a Bagdad newspaper 
published a leading article drawing attention to some of the speeches made on 
that occasion, and declaring that, by reaffirming Zionist aspirations in Palestine 
and challenging the provisions of the British statement of policy on Palestine 
tnade in May 1089, the Jews had broken the truce, which the Arabs had tacitly 
observed since the outbreak of the present war, ‘The article also gave warning 
that the Arabs could not continue to keep this truce if the Jews insisted on taking 
advantage of every opportunity that the war gave them to steal a march on the 
Arabs. 

10, On the 10th December the Prime Minister informed me of the receipt of 
a telegram from the Iraqi Minister in Washington, reporting that Mr. Hoover 
and certain other prominent persons had addressed a letter to the New York 
Times advocating that the Jews should be permitted to form a Zionist army 
Latter the Minister for Foreign Affairs asked the American Minister to obtain the 
full facts from Washington. The State Department's reply, received just after 
Christmas, showed that the so-called article had only been an open petition in the 
form of a paid advertisement inserted by private sponsors, and in no way an 
official expression of any policy of the United States Government. Nuri Pasha, 
Saverthelens, waa disposed’ to teo\in this’ sclvertisement, und tn siatienents mad 


by Mr, Wendell Willkie and other politicians, an indication of the strong support 
to Zionism given by American public opinion, and when he was in Cairo at the 
end of the year he discussed with Nahas Pasha the idea of addressing a request 


to the United States Government to discourage their prominent men from making 
public statements of this kind, which indisposed the Arabs at a moment when t! 
lenders were shepherding them into the Allied fold. About the same time Nuri 
Pasha also communicated to Ibn Saud a proposal that the latter should join with 
the Iraqi Government in drawing His Majesty's Government's attention to the 
intensification of Jewish efforts to establish a Jewish Government in Palestine 
and in requesting them to take steps to check this activity. According to Tbn 
‘Saud, Nuri Pasha stated that he was confident that the Egyptian Government 
would be ready to join in the démarche if asked to do so 

IL. The high cost of living, irregularities in distribution of bread and flour, 
and the hardship which these things entail for the poor have been taken up.as 
themes for propaganda by the Iraqi Communists. It is clear that left win 
elements in this country are gaining strength both in numbers and influence, aan 
that they are profiting from the immunities which they have so far enjoyed as 
auti-Nazie to develop’ propaganda to an extent which has not hitherto been 
permitted. ‘There is now a well-established and popular left wing daily new: 
paper, which makes a feature of news and articles favourable to Russia, a monthly 
magazine mostly filled with articles on the achievements of the Soviet Government, 
and an illicit and somewhat irregularly published periodical which is the organ 
of the extreme group. Cyclostyled handbills are distributed from time to time 
in the big cities, and Cominunist favours, ties and badges, are sometimes worn by 
the more youthful and enthusiastic supporters of the movement. All this is very 
hee to the rather reactionary politicians who govern Iraq, and I do not 
think it will be long before they resort to some form of repressive action. 

12, The efforts of the local Communists are much helped by ‘the recent 
suocesses of the Russian armies and the eulogies lavished on them by the broad: 
casting stations of the Allied Nations, ‘Though they now make common cause 
with Allied propaganda in attacks on the Axis Governments, the Iraqi 
Communists include many men who are by no means well disposed towards Great 
Britain, and there is a significant tendency in their nda to insist on the 
importance of opening up diplomatic relations with the Soviet Goverament, 10 
belittle the Allied help given to Russia and to stress the point that the Communists 
‘are as determined as any other Arab political group to earry on the struggle for 
full independence of all Arab countries. T have the impression that the Prime 


7 


Minister especially is already wondering a trifle uneasily what Soviet post-war 
policy towatds Persia, Iraq and the Gulf is likely to be, and it is rumoured, T do 
hot know with what truth, that on this subject views are being seoretly exchanged 
between the Chancelleries of Angora, Bagdad and Tehran. May I venture in 
this connexion to remind you, of the final sentence of paragraph 2 of 
Mr. Thompson's telegram No, 1120 of the 6th November last 

13. The committee set up to examine the records of all interned persons 
presented their report to the Government early in December. Qut of a total of 
310 persons they recommend thirty-seven for release. Of these, twelve were men 
whose offences should, in the opinion of the committee, have been dealt with under 
the criminal code or the T.C.C.D.R.; thirty were men of no consequence who had 
the committee judged, already been sufficiently punished, and seven were offenders 
whose release was under conditions which would prevent them doing harm. The 
report was adopted by the Government without amendment except for the deletion 
of two names from the third category mentioned above and action was take 
accordingly by the Ministry of the Interior. The five persons released 
conditionally have been sent to live at Qalat Salih in Amara. T have made it 
abundantly plain to the Regent, Nuri Pasha, and the Minister of the Interior, 
that there is no justification for these gestures of appeasement, and on the 
20th January the Prime Minister assured me he would not favour any further 
releases before June, when we could review the position together. Great 
pressure will, however, continue to be exerted on the Administration to liberate 
detainees, and I am far from sanguine about the Minister's ability to resist the 
importunities of powerful supporters, friends or relatives. 

14, The Regent left Iraq for Egypt on the 17th December, accompanied by 
the Prime Minister, to visit the hattlefront of the Western Desert they both 
returned on the 2nd January much impressed by what they had seen and delighted 
with the kindness and courtesy shown to them by the Commander-in-chief. 
During his stay in Cairo, Nuri Pasha found several oppor tie lo encourage 
hopes that clover union and collaboration would be achieved by Arab countries 
after the war, 

15. Professor Mohammed Sadiq Johar, a senior official of the Egyptian 
Education Service, arrived in Bagdad on the 14th January to take up the post 
of Director-General in the Ministry of Education, ‘The late co-directors-general 

owkat and Dr. Fadhil Jamali, have been appointed respectively 
meral of Health and Social Affairs and counsellor at the Iraqi 
Legation in Washington. Their departure from the Ministry of Education was 
long overdue and is greatly to be welcomed. ‘The Government have not yet 
decided what powers to give to Sadiq Jobar, and no doubt there will be many 
delays and hesitations in giving effect to Professor Hamley's reforms, which, 
lowever, have been agreed in principle by the Cabinet 
Early in the New Year the Traqi Minister at Angors repor " 
‘Turkish court to which the Traqi demand for the extradition of Suchen, 
Sabbagh had been referred had ruled that sufficient evidence had ‘not heen put 
forward to justify his surrender. The Prime Minister was much annoyed. by 
this decision and holding that the action of the Turkish court has rendered it 
valueless he is considering the possibility of cancelling the special clause of the 
Turkish-[ragi Extradition Treaty, which makes attempts against the heads of 
the State an extraditable offence. 
_ 17. In 1988 the Persian Government closed Iraqi schools in Khuzistan. 
Since then sporadic efforts have been made by the Iraqi Government to persuade 
the Persi rnment to allow the schools to be reopened, but without sticcess 
On the 17th November, 1942, at the instance of the Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
the Cabinet decided to retaliate by closing Persian schools in Iraq. Tt seems 
that unduly precipitate action was taken on this resolution. Police were sent to 
the Persian schools and informed the headmasters that they rust. close their 
schools within 24 hours, The Persian Minister at once protested to the Minister 
for Foreign Affairs and gained from him a month's respite for further 
negotiations. The Persian Minister argues that in Persia the Government closed 
all foreign schools, not only Iraqi schools, whereas the Iraqi Government. are 
digcriminating: in an unfriendly manner by only ordering the closing of Persian 
schools. To this the Iraqis reply that there are no other schools in Iraq main- 
lined by a foreign Government, My latest. information is that the Persian 
fararament i aoe and that the matter is likely to be settled in a manner 

18. Iam sending copies of this despatch to His Majesty's representatives 

at ae Cairo, Tehran, Jedda and Beirut, the Minisise of State nt Cairo, 
5048] a4 
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mbined Middle 
Persian Gulf, the Political Agent at Koweit and to His Majesty's consular 
irs at Basra and Mosul. 
T have, &e 
KINAHAN CORNWALLIS. 





[B 944/103/93) No. 7, 


Sir K. Cornwallis to Mr. Bden—(Received February 16.) 
(No. 13.) . 
HIS Majesty's Ambassador at Bagdad presents his compliments to His 
Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and has the honour 
to transmit to him herewith a copy of an exchange of notes between His Majesty's 
Ambassador and the Iragi Minister for Foreign. Aftairs respecting the proposed 
declaration by Traq of a state of war against the Axis, 


Bagdad, January 18, 1948 


osure 1 in No. 7, 
je Tragi Minister for Foreign Affairs to Sir K. Cornwallis 


inistry for Foreign Affairs, 

Translation.) Politicul Department, Western Section, 
Your Excellency the Ambassador, Bagdad, January 13, 1948, 

IN accordance with the provisions of article 1 of the Treaty of Alliance 
concluded between Lraq and Great Britain in June 130, T have the honour to 
inform your Excellency that the Traqi Government have 
resolution declaring a state of war between Iraq aud all the Axis States and a 
formal adherence by the Iraqi Government to the Declaration of the United 
Nations made at Washington on the 2nd January, 1942, : 

2. Before taking this step, however, the Iraqi Government would be glad if 
your Excellency would confirm that adherence to the above-mentioned declaral 
‘Will not involve Iraq in any wider obligations than those which she has already 
assumed under article 4 of the Treaty of Alliance of 1930, 

take this opportunity to renew to your Fxcelloncy the assurance of my 


heat consideration and esteem. 
highest consideration and esteem. RE er 


Enelosure 2 in No, 7. 
Sir K. Cornwallis to Iraqi Minister far Foreign Affairs 


Your Excellency, _ Bagdad, January 13, 1943. 

T HAVE the honour to acknowledge receipt of your note of to-day’s date 
concerning the resolution which the Iraqi Government have under consideration 
for a declaration of a state of war between Traq and all the Axis Powers and the 
formal adherence by the Iraqi Government to the Declaration of the United 
Nations made at Washington on the 2nd January, 1942, and in reply thereto to 
inform your Excellency that His Majesty's Government have ascertained that the 
United ‘States Government would regard the furnishing by Traq to the United 
Nations of all facilities and assistance in their power, including the use of aero- 
dromes, ports, rivers, railways and means of communication In Iraq, as con- 
Stituting material assistance and contributions against the commion enemies and 
consequently as qualifying Iraq for adherence to the Declaration of the United 
Nations. On these grounds I am therefore authorised by His Majesty's Principal 
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cretary of State for Foreign Affairs to confirm the view of the Traqi Government 
that after having declared a state of war against the Axis Powers, would 
not by her accession to the declaration incur any wider obligations than those 
which she has already assumed under the Anglo-Iraqi Treaty of Alliance. 
Tavail, &¢. 
INAHAN CORNWALLIS, 





(E 1029/103/93) 


Sir K. Cornwallis to Mr. Kden—(Receveed February 19.) 


(No, 15.) 


q Bagdad, January V7, 1943. 

I HAVE the honour to refer Nos. 15 and 17, Empax, of the 
13th and 14th January and to transmit to you herewith translations of the 
resolution of the Council of Ministers and of ‘the Prime Minister's explanatory 
memorandum covering the entry of Iraq into war against Germany, Italy anil 
Japan and her application to accede to the United Nations Pact 

2% Nuri Pasha’s memorandum has already heen fully reported by telegraph 
and further comment upon it seems unnecessary. As regards the ministerial 
Tesolution, however, I would invite your attention to the fact that the published 
version differs from the original retained in the State archives through the 
Omission of the proviso contained in article 1 recording that Iraq, in declaring 
War against the three Axis Powers, “shall not be liable to any obligations other 
than those contained in the Treaty of Alliance between Iraq and Great Britain 
signed on the 30th June, 1930."" I understand that there was considerable 
argument in te Cabinet over this reservation, the retention of which was opposed 
ty Nuri Pasha and the Minister for Foreign’ Aflaira However, they finally had 
to bow to the will of a majority of their collengues, who insisted that the terms 
Of the resolution should dovetail with the notes exchanged beween Abdul Lah 
Hafidh and myself on the 13th January and copied to you in my despatch No, 13 
of that date. When I raised the issue myself with the Prime Minister 
his Excellency evinced a marked reluctance to return to the charge against his 
cautious colleagues. In the circumstances, and having regard to the terms of the 
exchange of notes, I did not consider that any nseful purpose would be served 
by ate ing to press the matter. 

3, Tam sending a copy of this despatch to the Deputy Minister of State 
at Cairo, 

Thave, & 
KINAHAN CORNWALLIS. 


Enclosure 1 in No. & 
Councnt oF Mixtsrens. 


Resolution adopted by the Council of Ministers at their Fourth Meeting assembled 
a0 12 noon on January 11, 1943. 


THE Council of Ministers met under the presidency of his Excellency 
Sayid Nuri Said, Prime Minister and Acting Minister of Defence, the following 
members being present :— 

His Excellency Sayid Abdul Hah Hafidh, Minister for Foreign Affairs 
His Excellenc ‘id Tahsin al Askari, Minister of Interior, 
His Excellency Sayid Salih Jabr, Minister of Finance 
His Excellency Sayid Daoud al Haidars, Minister of Justice 
His Excellency Sayid Ahmad Mukhtar Baban, Minister of Cot 
tions and’ Works 
His Excellency Sayid Tahsin Ali, Ministe jucation 
His Excellency Sayid Salman al Barrak, Minister of Economi 
His Excellency Sayid Abdul Razzag al Uzri, Mi 
_ The Council considered the proposal signed hy the mujority of Deputies 
Which the Chamber decided to refer to the Government and witich was forwarded 
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to the office of the Prime Minister by the President of the Chamber of Deputies 
under his letter No. 69 dated the 12th November, 1942. 

‘The Council also considered a memorandum subsnitted by the Prime Minister, 
No. 15, dated the 11th January, 1943. 

Tn view of the hostile attitude which has been adopted for a long time by 
the Axis Powers against Iraq and of the continued activities through their agents 
for the destruction of the legitimate Iraqi Government and of the pressure 
brought to bear on the Iraq Parliament (as revealed in the Parliamentary 
resolution adopted by both the Chamber of Deputies and the Senate-on the 
11th November, 1941, and the 15th November, 1941, sap! and in view 
of the openly hostile action taken by them during May 1941; and in view of the 
persistence of the Axis Powers in their hostile attitude from then to the present 
Lime by the attacks directed against Iraq and her interests through their broad. 
casting stations; and in view of their continued efforts to create differences and 
dissensions between the various communities of Iraq, with the object of 
endangering public security and public order by spreading false rumours and 
lying news through their broadcasting stations as well as by all other means 
available to them; 

‘And in view of the fact that the Broadcasting authorities of the Axis Powers 
openly and unceasingly use abusive expressions which are intended to impair the 
dignity of the Royal Family and so undermine the loyalty of the Traqi people; 
and also in view of the fact that the Axis Powers encouraged those persous wh 
defied the Jaw and attempted to overthrow the constitutional system of their 
country and have, after the escape of these persons from Iraq, harboured and 
maintained them; 

And whereas the interests of Iraq in particular and of the Arab peoples 
in general make it imperative that Iraq should adhere to the Doclaration of the 
United Nations sigued at Washington on the 2nd January, 142, which was based 
on the Atlantic Charter signed hy the President of the United States and the 
Prime Minister of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland 
on the 14th Angust, 1941; and this in view of the lofty principles embodied in 
the said document, guarantesing to all nations, sinall or great, their liberties and 
independence as well as their integrity ; 

After the perusal of article 26 (8) of the Organic Law, the Council passed 
the following resolution :— 


(i) Trag shall be deemed to be in a state of war with the three Axix Powers, 
provided that Iraq shall not be liable to any obligations other 
those contained in the Treaty of Alliance between Traq and Gre 
Britain signed on the 30th June, 1980. 

(ii) Trag shall adhere to the Declaration of the United Nations signed in 
Washington on the 2nd January, 1042. 

(iii) The Ministry for Foreign Aflairs shall take any action necessary to give 
effect to this resolution, 


Enclosure 2 in No, 8, 
Memorandum, January 11, 1943. 


THE principal foundations upon which any democratic State should stand 
may be outlined as follows ;— 


(0) A definite system of government, determining the basic institutions and 
Bowers of the Stat concerned an ensuring her progress towards the 
realisation of her own ideals, the establishment of justice therein and 
the development of her vital resources in the political, administrative, 
constructive, economic, social and other fields Such a system is usually: 
ensured by an organic law which stipulates that the conduct of the 
affairs of the State shall be under the supervision of a Parliament 
whose designation and composition vary with different States, 
head, whom the people entrusts with the supreme leadership of the 
country and who is invested with powers enabling him to direct. the 
policy of the State and control the proper funetioning of the machine 
thereof in accordance with its Constitation and the laws derived 
therefrom, 


tt 


(©) A force, composed of all the various armed services, to safeguard the 
integrity of the State and defend the country against any internal 
or external menaces. In the present age such a force is, as a general 
rule. supported by international relationships, which ensure the safety 
of the State and which are reinforved by treaties and pacts, whereby 
the State is linked with certain other States to whom it is drawn 
closer by common interests and conformity of aims, Recently, such 
international relationship has become very important not ouly in the 
case of small and new States bat also in the case of great Powers, no 
matter how large and powerful they may be, such as the Allied and 
the Axis Powers which have been interrelated with a network of 
treaties all of which aim at safeguarding the existence and ensurin, 
the safety and interest ofthe State concerned. One must look forward 
to the gradual expansion of these international relationships as, owing 
to the increased complexity and development of international interests 
due to modern inventions, it is quite impossible for any single Stato 
to live isolated from the rest of the world. ¥ 

Any impairment in the above foundations in any State will 
inevitably threaten the very existence of that State and harm her in 
Proportion to the extent of the defect, 


2 if the modern history of Iraq is carefully examined it will appear that 
the young Tragi State was only founded after the last Great War, ir. the war 
of 1914-18, Iraq at once commenced to consolidate gradually her three 
foundations, beginning with entrusting the sovereignty of the nation to the hands 
of the late King Faisal I, the founder of modern Iraq and restorer of her 
ancient glory. Then followed the enactment of her organic law, the raising 
of her armed forces, the delimitation of her frontiers, the conclusion of the 
Treaty of Alliance etiveen Tra and Great Britain whose interests coincided 
ith the independence of Iraq, and finally her admis League of Ni 

sand adherence to the Covenant thereof. Pica a ee 

For her existence and stability during that period Iraq was only indebted, 


sons, to the Great House of 
le of Iraq. 
anal countrice ef 


Powers, 


q mA sen a 

a few years ago by the acts of 

some of those Powers were allowed 

weakness in Iraq by 

, sach as selfish and 

‘The result, was 

Arab countries, in general, were ed fact b 1 pasa moat 

t |, were a proved fact beyond ‘all doubts in’ spi 

their pretended sympathy for the Arab cause as expressed through there pact 

mouthpieces and arcogants In this way those Powers were able to take 

e of the weak points in Iraq, to encourage the agents of destruction 

and to widen the sphere of their action, thus striking heavy blows against the 
very basis of the three foundations upon which she rests, 

If, in fact, the agents, who have placed themselves at the disposal of those 
foreign Powers who are eager to devour iheir country, were asked to state wit 
made them serve those Powers, they would be unable to justify their shameful 
conduct which most dangerously threatened the very existence and vital interests 
of their country. 

4. Even before the present war certain aggressive Powers began to carry 


‘out their abominable policy by resorting to force and invaded sone i 
with their armed forces. ‘The extent of their aggression stesiily fone | 
finally led to a declaration of war between the Axis Powers, on tbe one side, 
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and Great Britain and her Allies, on the other, ‘The war has since so spread 
that it has attained its pre ree of magnitude. 

The right policy that should have been adopted by all States—particularly 
those that ‘are ‘small and recently crented—was to denounce and resist any 
aggressive policy pursued by any bullying Power. Had all the States of the world 
combined, before the outbreak of the present war, and agreed that each one would 
join in opposing any armed aggression even if the State attacked was a distant 
‘one unconnected with them by special ties or interests, we should not have recently 
Witnessed one State after another losing their independence and becoming victims 
Of aggression, with all the sufferings and evils entailed thereby. Events have 
proved that to be indifferent to aggression is to encourage it and to allow it to 
expand and spread until in time it attains its climax. 

The Axis Powers, who did so much harm to Iraq by encouraging and nourish- 
ing the elements of weakness therein, have gradually put into execution their 
aggressive plans anid have succeeded in widening the scope of their plans so that 
itlarge number of countries, such as Czechoslovakia, Poland, Yugoslavia, Greece 
Norway Denmark, the Netherlands, Belgium, France, Siam, and even some parts 
of China, Russia, and the possessions of the United States, are now groaning 
Under the oppressive yoke of Axis occupation. ‘There is clear evidence of the 
threat of an early extension of armed aggression to other States and countries at 
the first opportunity, and among those threatened are the Iraq State and other 
‘Arab countries where the Axis Powers have indulged in secret and open intrigue 
‘and propaganda for some years past 

Undoubtedly, most. of the loyal leaders in those countries now regret their 
failure to resist the policy of aggression in its initial stages and realise the folly 
of their once cherished belief that they could save their countries from aggression 
hy being indifferent to the aggressive acts which, as onlookers, they saw being 
committed in detail against other States 

Had all the victims adopted at the outset the wise policy of each country 
promptly resisting aggression ax it occarted to the full extent of her capacity 
The outlook of the present world war would have now been quite a differetit one 
‘and, perhaps, the leaders and promoters of this aggressive policy would not have 
put it into effect ? 

5... The policy of armed agyression met with great success at the beginning 
of the war and brought destruction upoo all the countries which the powers of 
evil were able to enter 

Tn 1940 the Axis victories attained their climax and began to threaten 
materially the whole world with the evils of subjugation and destruction, 

‘The policy of treachery and destruct dlopted by the Axis Powers caused a 
shock of terror and anxiety unprecedented in the annals of history. The world 
then turned towards heaven, searching for a ray of hope to enlighten the dark 
future. During those hard times and hefare the United States entered the war. 
Mr Winston Churchill, the Prime Minister of Great Britain, and Mr. Franklin 
Dy Roosevelt met and’ announced on the 14th August, 141. the “ Atlantic 
Charter.” by which they expressed the common principles underlying the poliey 
Of their respective countries for the guarantee of a happy future when peace, 
Co-operation and confidence will replace doubt, suspicion and rivalry amongst the 
peoples of the world. x 

‘The Charter consists of eight articles, of which the second and third ones 
specially concern us, They read >— 

Srcond.—They desire to see no territorial changes that do not accord 
with the freely expressed wishes of the peoples concerned. 

‘Third.—They respect the right of all peoples to choose the form of 
government under which they will live, aud they wish to see sovereign rights 

vid self-government restored to those who have been forcibly deprived of 


them, 


‘These two articles enlighten the path along which the Arab cause is 
advancing. ‘They contain the cures for its complications and sound principles for 
the solutien of its problems, as well as the means for the attainment of its ideals. 
Undoubtedly, these principies will continue to be valid as long as the Amer 
reople have unanimously resolved to take part, in world affairs under Mr. 

seiwelt’s leadership for the benefit of the American people as well as for that 
of the whole world. i 3 * ii b 

"The most important factor in shattering the belief of men in international 
justice and shaking the spirit of matual confidence among nations after the last 
sre war was undoubtedly the withdrawal of the Government of the Unitey! 
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States from the field of European politics and their refusal to support the ideals 
which they had themselves promulgated and undertaken to ensure. 

‘This uegative attitude of the American Government gave a free hand to the 
other victorious States, who were bound to one another with pledges from which 
it was tiot easy for them to be released. This led to certain ditficulties and serious 
consequences im which, unfortunately, some of the Arab countries had a share. 

The:return of the United States to the policy of participation in world 
politics will help to remove many of the difficulties that may arise from previous 
international pledges—especially any secret ones—and will ensure international 
justice according to the provisions of the Atlantic Charter. It is most unlikely 
thar the Goveraten of the United States will abstain from aveocinting iol with 
general international affairs at the end of the present war, for they have already 
witnessed with their own eyes the misfortunes and calamities which befell the 
world as a result of their withdrawal from participation in world affairs after 
tho last war, as well as the horrors and suflerings of the present struggle, which 
surpass anything that occurred in any previous war. 

6, Alter the aggravation of the Axis aggression and the entry of the United 
States into the war, delegates from twenty-six States, representing the inhabitants 
of more than two-thirds of the whole civilised world, met in Washington and 
published the Declaration of the United Nations which confirms the principles 
embodied inthe Atlantic Charter and which aims at defeating the policy of 
aggression, - In this declaration they have left the door open for all the nations 
who may or will help or contribute materially in the common struggle to adber 
to it. 

7. It is evident that it is in the vital interest of Lrg (being a State bound 
by the Anglo-Iraqi Treaty of Alliance, as well as by the Covenant of the League 
‘of Nations, and being intent upon carrying out her international obligations with 

i candour and sincerity) to support any policy which tends to ensure the freedor 
peoples and resist aguresston, especially when it is realised that in the fo 
front of the States which back this policy stands the country which has alrendy 
proved by ber action her friendly attitude to Traq and shown that her interests 
do accord with Iraq's independence. On the other hand, the object of the States 
who have adopted the policy of aggression has always boon to obliterate the 
political existence ‘of Iraq and encourage every movement started by Iraq's 

enemies in and out of this country, 

Tt was the duty of Iraq to stand by the wide of her Ally. Great Britain, anit 

or Allies over since the declaration of this war. But she was unable to do so 
owing to ber being engaged in combating Axis intrigues. 

the most obvious evidence which proves the wicked intentions of thove 

Powers towards Traq is what they have done, and are still doing, in spreading 
false rumours and im intriguing against this country, and in continuing their 
ttacks directed by their broadcasting stations against the noble House of Hashim 

nd abusing every person who may be legitimately in power in Iraq. By all this 
thoy hoped to persuade Traq to disavow her legal pledges an stipnlated nth 
‘Anglo-Traqi Treaty of Alliance. This is 40 while the Axis Powors themselves 
have only recognised our existence and independence through and as a result of 
this treaty of alliance with Great Britain, 

‘The wicked intentions of the Axis were most evident during the notorious 
rebellion of May 1941, which they not only organised and provided the necessary 
funds for, but also actively «upported, Moreover, the Axis Powers endeavoured 
to provide arms and fonds to the leaders of that rebellion in order to maintain 
it and aggravate its damaging results, which severely injured our country and 
imperilled its very existence 

‘The Axis officials proved the real interest of their Gove 
of Traq upon their arrival in this country in the course of that notorious re 
The first thing they did was to loot at once whatever Tragi products they could 
lay their hands on and send lange quantities of these to their countries, 

‘The Axis Powers were not content with the loss and damage they had done 
to life and property, They are now harbouring a number of the leaders of that 
rebellion and their followers who escaped from justice, and are forcing them to 
engage in propaganda against their country in order to obtain the means of 
subsistence. 

All these activities are positively hostile in character. _ Every evidence 
Indicates that such acts are only a cloak covering preparations for armed hostile 
Action which the Axis will not hesitate to direct against Iraq whenever aan 
Opportunity arises. What the Axis have done to Iraq they also did, and are still 
doing, to all the other Arab countries whom they aim at enslaving, as 
everybody knows. 
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as from the above that the Axis Powers have been aiming at 

ug as a State; for years they have exerted unceasing efforts 

Ever since the outbreak of war they have been openly hostile in 

heir attitude towards this country, and have actually most dangerously 

threatened its existence. Had it not been for the mercy of God, Iraq would have 

now been subjected to all those forms of looting, perserution atid bondage which 
fare being endured by the countries who have passed under the Axis yoke. 

The majority of the Chamber of Deputies expressed their desire that Iraq 
should adhere to the Atlantic Charter (vide President of the Chamber's letter 
No, 69, dated the 12th November, 1942). The adherence of Iraq to the Declara- 
tion of the United Nations will enable her to stand formally side by side with 
the United Nations who are struggling for the principles of freedom and justice, 
Moreover, such adherence will greatly assist Iraq to attain her national ideals 
and objectives, in her internal as well as external pol which have been 
announced on several occasions and which have in view the welfare of Iraq and 
that of the Arab countries which are struggling to obtain their freedom and 
independence. "Moreover, the liabilities to be borne by this country as'a result of 
the adherence to the said Declaration are, ander no circumstances, expected to be 
other than those for which she had pledged herself under the Anglo-Iraqi Treaty 
and the Covenant of the League of Nations, 

As it is in the interest of Iraq to rely upon the Atlantic Charter and adhere 
to the Declaration of the United Nations. the Government have taken the 
necessary steps for the declaration of a state of war between Iraq and the Axis 
Powers, as well as for the adherence of Iraq to that Declaration, relying on the 
help and support of Almighty God. 


ss 
(1B 1034 /103/93) No. 9, 


" Sir K. Cornwallis to Mr, Bden—(Received February 19.) 
(No. 17.) 

HIS Majesty's Ambassador at Bagdad prevents his compliments to His 
Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and has the honour 
to transmit to him a copy of a note verbale, dated the 16th January. 1948, from 
the Ministry for Foreign Affairs—Declaration of war on Axis Powers 


Bagdad, January 18, 1943. 


Enclosure in No. 9. 


Note verbale. 


THE Ministry for Foreign Affairs present their compliments to Hix 
Britannic Majesty's Embassy, Bagdad, and have the honour to inform them that 
a decision has bee taken by the Iraqi Government bringing about a sate of war 
between Iraq anid the three Axis Powers, with effect from the midnight of the 
A6th/ 17th January, 1943. 

‘The Ministry’ avail themselves, ec. 


Vagdad, January 16, 1943. 





(B 1202/103/98) No. 10. 


Sir A. Cornwallis to Mr. Eden—(Receiced March 1.) 
No. 25, 
arity Majesty's Ambasindor at Bagdad presente his compliments to. His 
Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, with reference 
to ‘Balad telegram No, 40 of the 13th January, 1943, has the honour to enclose 
a note of the 28rd January, 1943, from Iraqi Ministry for Foreign Affairs 
Tragi declaration of wan 


Bagdad, Pébrunry 3, 1943. 
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Enclosure in No. 10, 


Ministry for Foreign A flairs to Embassy, Bagdad, 


for Foreign Afiairs present their compliments to His 
Britannic Majesty's Embassy, Bagdad, and, in continuation of the Ministry's 
hote dated the 16th January. 1943, have the honour to forward herewith capy of 
the note embodying the decision of the Iraqi Government that a state of war 
xists between Lraq and the three Axis Powers. 


Bagdad, January 23, 1943, 


Bagdad, January 16, 1943. 

The Government of Germany having interfered, in every way and in the most 
‘open manner, in the internal affairs of Traq and having instigated and promoted 
open rebellion against the constitutional Government of Trag, has continued, 
openly and without cessation, her acts of hostilivy towards Traq by the publication 

rough her broadcasting stations of false rumours and lying news, of vile standers 
against the ruling family and of direct incitements to disaffection and dissension, 

In consequence of these facts the Iraqi Government declares 
considers herself as being in a state of war with Germany as from m 
the 16th-17th January, 

And whereas the Government of Italy, in partnership with the Government 
of Germany, has been guilty of the same acts of interference in Iraq's internal 
Pairs and of severe provocation toward Iraq right up to the present time, the 
Government of Iraq declares that Iraq considers herself as being in a state of war 
with Italy as from midnight of the 16th-17th January, 1943, 

And whereas the Government of Japan flagrantly violated the rules of 
neutrality by assisting the Governments of Germany and Ttaly in. their 
interference in the internal affairs of Iraq and has since openly joined them in 
their acts of provocation against Iraq, the Government of fraq declares Iraq to 
be in a state of war with Japan as from midnight of the 16th—17th January, 1943. 


ABDUL ILAH HAFIDH, 
Minister for Foreign Affairs of the 
‘overnment of Frag. 





No. 11 
K. Cornwallis to Mr. Eden-—(Reeviced March 23.) 


Bagdad, February 21, 1943, 
IN accordance with the instructions contained in Viscount Halifax's 
despatch of the 4th November, 1939, I have the honour to submit the following 
f the chief events in iraq during 1942, which is the work of Mr. John 

second secretary at this embassy :— 


2 After the storms of 1941 it is pleasant to be able to record that the 
surface of the political waters during 1942 was ruffled only by periodi 
‘tnd oceasional sharper squalls. There were anxious moments when it seemed 
that the Prime Minister's leaky craft might founder, but. in the event it came 
safely through the year. It would be tedious to chronicle all the saaay change in 
the crew or the reasons—often personal and trivial—which led to them. Apart 
from the trial and execution of the rebel leaders, to which I shall refer more fully 
below, there were no further really dangerous waters to be negotiated. ‘These 
Gig safely onvigated (with but single casualty), the subsequent, recurrent 
Cabinet crises illustrated the inability of Iraqi public men to put their country, 
even in the hour of danger, before personal amimosities, private gain, family ties 
or sectarian interests. They showed up, too, the lamentable dearth of able, honest 
administrators considered eligible for Cabinet rank, General Nuri-al Sad began 


the year with a Cabinet of two capable men, Saleh Jabr and Ali Mumtaz, and 
five mediocrities; at the end of the year Saleh Jabr and one of the original medio- 
Crities, Tahsin Ali (under notice of transfer to the post of Rais of the Royal 
Diwan), alone remained, and five different medioerities were neglecting or mis- 
Managing the affairs of their departments. The Prime Minister endeavoured on 





more than one occasion to recruit Ibrahim Kemal and Taufiq Suwaidi, the two: 
outstanding men among ex-Ministers: but the former still nursed an apparently 
implacable grudge, while the latter formulated unacceptable conditions, patently 
designed to secure himself a position from which be could intrigue against the 
Prine Minister and eventually oust him from office, Inevitably, therefore, the 

burden of administration rested throughout the year on the shoulders of 

al Nuri and Saleh Jabr, the latter first as Minister of the Interior and 
subsequently as Minister of Finance in the new Cabinet formed by the same Prime 
Minister after the resignation of the old in early October. 

3. During the first half of the year the main preoccupation of the Govern 
ment was with the aftermath of the events of May 1941. In the penultimate 
paragraph of my review for 1941 T anticipated that General Nari would continue 
his elforts to restore a healthier atmosphere. With the vast improvement in the 
military situation and the presence of a considerable body of British troops in 
Trag, the possibility ‘of organised trouble has virtually ished, and it is now 
right to give the Prime Minister his due for the resolution which he showed in 
darker days. On the 8th January the court-martial which had been set up to try 
in absentia Rashid Ali and his associates delivered judgment, whereby Rashid 
‘Nl Ali Mahmud-al-Shaikh Ali, Yunus Sabawi and three out of the four members 
of the © Golden Square” were sentenced to be hanged, the ex-Chief of General 
Staff, Amin Zaki, to life imprisonment and three others to different terms; the 
hearing of the changes against the fourth member of the Golden Square and a 
immber of others was postponed on the ground that the accused had wished to 
itive themselves up for trial, but had been prevented from doing so. Following 
{ipon this verdict the Prime Minister approached me to secure the surrender of 
thous of the accused who had been apprehended in Persia on the entry of the 
British forces, After careful consideration, T came to the conclusion that, on 
balance, compliance with a formal request (which was duly forthcoming with the 
hacking of the Cabinet as a whole) wontd be advisable in so fitr at least as those 
iready convicted were concerned. Tt seemed to me that the desirability of enabling 
the Government to give effect to its declared policy of resolution outweighed the 
risks both of a re-trial resulting in acquittals or derisory sentences and of the 
feturn of the men in question leading to internal disorders. recommended t 
Jou accordingly and arrangements were duly made for the return to Lraq of thowe 
who had been sentenced in absentia. Meanwhile, Japanese successes in the Far 
Hast had given the signal for a dangerous recrudescence of subversive activities, 
which at the beginning of the year had seemed to have been checked; the autho, 
Tities, however, reacted with energy, rounding up a gang of Palestinian and Traqi 
torroriste on the Sth February and atresting later in the month for internment at 
Fao twenty-five serving or pensioned army officers and twenty civilians. 
were also taken to tighten up conditions of internment, and the help of the Bs 
Inilitary authorities was invoked to assist in the preparation of a new camp at 
Amara. 
“f. On the 18th March the former Colonels Fahmi Said and Mabmud Salman 

of dhe Galden Square, the ex-Chiet of the ¢ neral Staff, Amin Zaki Sulaiman, 
with Ali Mahmud-al-Shaikh Ali, Yunus Sabawi and Sadiq Shanshal were bron; 
Tuck to Basra and handed over into Tragi military custody. Their re-trial in 
person before court-martial began on the 18th March and proved a long-drawn-ont 
Mair, Fortunately, the Prime Minister had obtained from his Cabinet colles 
fatisfactory assurances of their determination to see, things through, 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, Abdullah Damalnji, did indeed absent himself from 
public business on a plea of illness when the Regent refused to accept his resigna, 
Ven. and Tahsin Ali showed signs of wavering. Nevertheless, the expected 
Volume of presture in favour of this or that prisoner or all did not materialise: 
Mather, as the trial proceeded and public interest was stimulated by press reports 
Af the hearings, opinion in general hardened against the accused. ‘The unanimous 
vhndiet of the court, eventually delivered on the 4th May, condemned Fahmi Said. 
Mahmud Salman and Yunus Sabawi to death; Ali Mabmnd-al-Shaikb Ali to 
seven years’ and Amin Zaki to five years’ imprisonment. The death sentences 
Wate ccocuted in the early hours of the following day. Sadiq Shanshal, whom 
The tribunal acquitted, was at once rearrested and interned. This issue, which 
provoked no violent reaction and, indeed, met with a wide measure of approval. 
Produced an undoubted salutary effect and wil, it may be hoped, tend in future to 
Mier unscrupulous politicians and ambitious officers from attempting to over- 
throw the constitutional order. It should be recorded that, after the conclusion 
tf the trial, the Traqi Government half-heartedly renewed from time to time. but 
‘id not press, their request for the delivery to them of those rebels in the enstody 





of His Majesty's Government whose original trial had, as recorded above, been 
postponed. One of them—Naji Suwaidi, Minister of Finance in Rashid Ali's 
Administration and brother of Taufiq Suwaidi—died in internment in Southern 
Rhodesia during August. ‘The others remain as potential foci of embarrassment 
in times to come. 

5. Meanwhile, our security authorities had been engaged in preparing a list 

the most dangerous characters still at lierty, On the Sand May'1 presented 
this list, containing seventy-five names, to the Minister of the Interior and urged 
internment of the men in question. Immediate results were not forthcoming, 
tet 1 wnintainod constant prewure; Rommel's advance in’ Egypt probably 
hastened the eventual decision, for with the grave deterioration in the military 
‘situation the dangers of fifth-column activity became correspondingly more acute. 
Eventually, on the 5th July, thirty-five suspects were rounded up and sent to the 
internment camp at Amara, followed a few days later by further trouble-makers 
from the Mom! district. ‘This action of the Minister of the Interior, though not 
quite as extensive as had been hoped, nevert exerted a stendying influence 
at a difficult time and checked pro-Anin activities and propaganda which ‘had 
been tending to revive. It also all but caused the disruption of the Cabinet, who 
had not been taken into the confidence of General Nuri and Saleh Jabr 
proposed arrests; the Minister of Finance, 4 
aggrieved—he was concurrently quarrelling with the Mini 
supply matters—and was only with the greatest difficulty persuaded to withdraw 
his resignation. Prior consultation with the full Cabinet would inevitably have 
resulted in immunity for a number of dangerous men, protected by this Minister 
or that, and it is well that the Prime Minister would concede io more than that 
the Cabinet should be informed of arrests which had been decided just before they 
were carried out, “He was also fully prepared, should the German threat to the 
Middle East develop further, to proceed to a wide range of additional arrests in 
order to neutralise such potential fifth column as still remained. A number of 
additional single internments did, in fact, take place, bnt, with the Sth Army's 
stand at Alamein and the holding of the German drive in the Caucasus, the like- 
Tihood of military operations taking place in or near Iraq receded and with it the 
demonstrable necessity for severer security measures. The Prime Minister, 
indeed, began to play with ideas of clemency, for which there was no justification 
to be found even in the admittedly striking turn in the course of the war; true, the 
reat mass of waverers in Iraq came finally to the conclusion in November and 
December that the United Nations would be victorious, the risk of a pro-Axis 
upheaval vanished and pro-Axis propagandists no longer had an eager and 
uncritical hearing, but releases from internment could only serve to promote 
clandestine subversive and anti-British activities. In mid-November he 
engineered a demand in the Senate for the release of political prisoners. Saleh 
Jabr, Minister of Finance in Nuri's second Cabinet, energetically defended the 
etion he had taken as Minister of the Interior, but the Prime Minister weakened 
so far as to appoint a committee of three to review all the cases. As a result, out 
of 311 internees, thirty were released against personal security for future good 
behaviour and a further five were transferred to résidence forcée at Qulat Saleh. 
The releases thus ordered are not likely in themselves to disturb internal tranquil 
lity, but the Prime Minister had been left in no doubt of the view of His Majesty's 
Government that the time is quite unsuited—especially when vigorous action 
against hoarders and profiteers is an urgent need—to the development of a policy 
of appeasement. 

6. If the general internal jon can be regarded as having been satis- 
factory thronghout the year, the cl of all the Angean stables which the 
Government had inherited did not with equal determination and celerity. 
The Prime Minister, as Minister of Defence, continued to lend his personal atten- 
tion to the purging ofthe army. He professes in the main to be satisfied with the 
results, and it is certainly true that the senior officers have shown themselves 
friendly and co-operative in their dealings with the British military authorities; 
at the same time reports of the continued prevalence of anti-British tendencies 

ivities, particularly among the junior officers, have been so circumstantial 
land so persistent that it is impossible to discount. them wholly. The Minister of 
Tustice, for one, considers the army to be still completely unreliable and is 
reported to have advised the Regent that it should be disbanded and replaced by 
a gendarmerie force under the Ministry of the Interior. For myself, I think that 
no little progress has in fact been made, though much doubtless remains to be 
accomplished. In the field of education Professor Hamley, after many delays and 
hesitations, eventually accepted the post of technical expert in the Ministry of 
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Education with, a mission to reorganise the whole educational sysiem of Iraq. 
He found himself thwarted at almost every turn by Dr. Sami Shaukat and, more 
particularly, by Dr. Fadhil Jamali, the two joint Directors-General, who, despite 
their black record, were maintained in office, the former by his friendship, with 
the Prime Minister, the latter by Shia influence, Eventually, General Nuri was 
forced to the conclusion that they must go and, after lengthy and sometimes 
acrimonious negotiations with the Egyptian Government, succeeded in obtaining 
the loan of Sadiq Jowhar to be advisory bead of the department; the arrival of 
the latter awaited at the end of the year. In other administrations, too, 
there is still much room for improvement. “The Directorate-General of Jails is a 
glaring example, about which I have spoken to the Prime Minister ou more than 
‘one occasion. The courts, where magistrates are far too prone to acquit, or inflict 
derisory sentences on offenders deserving of exemplary punishment, are another. 

7. All this will take determination, time and patience to remedy. Uufor- 
tunately, the Prime Minister, forceful and quick to action though he can be in an 
‘emergency, is prone to relax among his dreams so soon as the emergency is over 
and is also temperamentally averse from grappling with the mass of adminis. 
trative problems which still amour for solution, and which his colleagues—Saleh 
Jabr apart—are too incompetent or too indolent to tackle. With enough and 
more than enough to occupy him at home, he tended increasingly through 1942 to 
turn his thoughts to externil policy. The signature at Washington of the United 
Nations’ Declaration on the 2ad January caught his imagination at once, and he 
began to toy with the idea of Iraqi adherence and a declaration of war on the 
Axis Powers. Nor did the rejection by King Abdul Aziz of the suggestion of His 
Majesty's Government that Saudi Arabin should take such action influence bim 
‘against this course, from which he was convinced that Iraq stood much to gain 
Pending tho trial of the rebels and later during the British retreat in the Western 
Desert the scheme was shelved, but with the turn in the development of the war 
was promptly resuscitated, On the 12th November the Chamber of Deputies 
voted by a twouthirds majority a resolution calling on the Government’to adhere 

The resolution had been inspired by General Nuri, who, 
parliamentary pressure,”” went on to seek the approval of His 
Majesty's Government for the atap in contemplation. He had already in March 
obtained ani assurance that belligerency would not involve Iraq in any further 
commitments than those which she was already discharging under the Anglo. 
Traqi Treaty, namely. the provision of facilities in Traqi territory : and that the 
extension of these facilities to the United Nations would qualify her for adherence 
to the declaration, The initiative could hardly be discouraged (though. Iraqi 
helligerency would entail no military advantage for the Allies), and at the close 
of the year the formal means of giving effect to it were ynder consideration, while 
the Prime Minister had set in motion a prepa propaganda campaign, 

8. The highest ethical motives did not underlie Genoral Nuri’s yearnings 
after war with the Axis Powers. Convinced of the ultimate defent of the latter, 
his aim was to secure the most advantageous position for Lraq and the Iraqi 
Government at the kill. ‘There was no substantial immediate advantage to bo 
roaped after the United States Government had extended Lend-Lease to Traq on 
the 2nd May, but his eyes have always easily wandered in search of wider horizons. 
Mt faut cultiver notre jardin is not a political philosophy which appeals Lo 
him, and increasingly through the latter part of the year he reverted to his 
‘old preoccupation of ‘Arab aspirations,” When Mr. Churebill passed over Traq 
in Angust without making a halt General Nuri, who was much hurt, no doubt 
felt that an opportanity had been missed, but he did il, in acknowledging 
Mr. Churchill's subsequent telegram of regret at not having been able to. brew 
his journey, to allude to “the hope of the realisation. of Arah aspirations for 
unity’ as being bound up with the vietory of the United Natious. ‘The visit, i 
mid-September, of Me. Wendell Willkie, as tho. personal represent 
President Roosevelt. provided a further opportunity for expatiating on the same 
theme ina speech of welcome. Mr. Willkie dis! not in his reply tonch specifically 
on Arab problems, but his generalisations regarding the rights of small nations 
and reference to the Atlantic Charter were hailed.as proofs of his sympathy 
He was also the recipient of a memorandum drawn up by Muhammad-al-Sadr. 
President of the Senate, and the ex-Prime Ministers Jamil Madfai and Taufiq-al- 
Suwaidi, which consisted mainly of a criticism of French imperialiatic designs 
in Syria. 

9. Subsequently the Prime Minister continued, both in season and oat of 
season, to allude to these topics. At one time in the autumn he was also. toying 
with a grandiose scheme for a pro-lemoceatic Woe under British gis, to include 
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a central bureaus for the collection 
sd died tn the fle ofthe Ministry 
ic « some progress was achieved wit 
the formation in Cairo of an Anglo-Iraqi Bureau for Cultural Co-operation, 
Whose first task-was to draft a cultural treaty between the two countries; this 
would be open Co subssquent adherence by other Arab countries, On the pol 
side attention was in general focussed on the problems of Syria and the Lebat 
Whore Governments remained unrecognised by Iraq throu 
Palestine was less to the fore, though the reassertion of Zionist 
connexion with the twenty-fifth anniversary of the Balfour Declaration provoked 
Hatural reactions in Iraq as elsewhere in the Arab world, The Bagdad. press 
Went no further than to reproduce (no doubt with official encouragement) an 
article from a Transjordan newspaper, in which the Jews were necused 0 
breaking the truce voluntarily observed by the Arabs since the outbreak of war. 
General Nuri was nevertheless undoubtedly worried by what he regarded ax the 
undue growth of Jewish influence and propaganda, more particulasly in. the 
‘hited States. When in Egypt, at the end of December, he discixsed the question 
With the Egyptian Prime Minister with a view to a joint approach to the United 
States Government; to King Abdul Aziz ibu Saud he was also suggesting a 
lémarche to His Majesty's Government to restrain the agitation for a Jewish 
Hovernment in Palestine 


Purchasing power. the currency ci 
almost illion in the year. Simultaneously imports into Iraq wer 7 
Cartailed, with the result that prices conticd te mount stun aceadratieg tate 
not only those of commodities in short supply, but even more marked 
‘nd local products. “Hoarding and speculation proceeded unabated, thus forcing 
prices far higher than purely legitimate demond could have done and cansing 
a phe increase in the cost of living. For the lower classe this wns 
sertainly doubled during the year | Real hardship waa caused to those in receipt 
of fixed incomes, but labour, on the other hand (particularly skilled), was. able 
to obtain substantially higher wages, for the denvind from the British military 
authorities exceeded the available supply. ‘Ths cultivators, except in the north, 
Where considerable distress prevailed, benefited from the inflated. prices 
commanded by local produce of every description; landowners, merchants and 
contractors waxed prosperous as never hefore ‘The majority of the population, 
then, was not seriously affected by the inflationary tendencies, and discontent it 
Tegard to prices (as oppose to shortages and maldistribation) was little in 
evidence. Add to this the continued buovancy of the State revenues, which 
vermitted the grant of two substantial high cost-of-living allowances to 
parernment employees, and it will be sen that there was amall incentive for the 
fovernment to embark on the comprehensive and drastic meastires 
to remedy the situation. In effect. too, the dinar being linked te aterkine, the 
British taxpayer was shouldering the main burden by paying for goods’ and 
fervices prices out of all relation to world levels, while Irag was rapidly being 
transformed from a debtor into a creditor nation. Some endeavours wore made, 
as recorded in the following paragraph, to regulate supply questions, and 
eventually, after many representations on my part, the Government came also to 
realise that something must be done to deal with the fundamental problem of 
raining off the surplus purchasing, power in the hands of the public. A 
Sommittee was accordingly appointed and reported to the Minister of Finanes 
im November. Their recommendations covered practically all the resolutions of 
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the anti-inflation conference convened by the Minister of State in September 
were still under study at the end of the year, the natural reaction of Ministers 
being to put in the forefront those which entailed assistance from His Majesty's 
Government (@.g., the provision of dollars for investment purposes, increased 
imports, &c.) and to pass over such uncomfortable suggestions as increased 
taxation. It may, nevertheless, be hoped that the committee's labours will not 
have been entirely in vain, and it may be noted that a proposal for an intertial 
loan was under urgent examination by a committee at the end of. the year. 
Apart from official action—or rather inaction—some progress was made with 

ncouraging the purchase by Iraqi investors of securities on the London Stock 
Exchange, while arrangements were also put in hand for the supply of diamonds 
to the local market through the U.K.C.C. 

11. "In the field of supply rather more activity was shown, though the results 
auhhieved left much to be desired, "On the administrative side the ld Contra 
Supplies Committee, under the Minisiry of ‘Reonomics, was reorganised. in 
February under the Ministry of Finance by elimi non-official members 
and reduction to eight experienced officials of whom three were British, This 
was followed in March by legislation conferring extensive powers on the Minister 
of Finance to regulate the economic life of the country. The difficulties of 
organising an efficient Department of Supply and ingrained reluctance to inter: 
fere with vested interests, particularly the landowners, meant, however, that these 
powers wore far from fully employed. ‘The price of wheat had been fixed early 
in January at prices ranging from 25 dinars a ton downwards, but before 
th new harvest the Government encountered insuperable difficulties in buyin 
enough at controlled prices to maintain supplies of flour in the large towns, a a 
His Majesty's Government had to come to their assistance with substantial 
imports. After the harvest the levying of the produce tax in kind helped to axsuns 
urban supplies, if somewhat precariously, and although the price of wheat on 
the black market rose in some areas to unprecedented levels, broad of a kind at 
official prices continued to be available, Barley, millet and rice, of which the 
harvests wore excellent, commanded even more exorbitant prices than wheat, 
partly owing to purchases for export, but largely thanks to hoarding and 
speculation. “Stocks of sugar held by merchants were taken over by the Govern 
mont in March and rationing was later introduced on the basie of 1 ky, per 
head per month at a price of 85 fila, which meant a profit of over 100 per cent, 
for the Treasury, Motor tyres were similarly taken over and their sale at fixed 
Prices mado subject to licence, Licensing was also introduced in respect of a few 
other imported commodities (constructional steel, &c.) which were not to any 
extent determining factors of the cost of living. Finally, late in the year the new 
Minister of Finance, Saleh Jabr, who on the whole is less intliied than his 
predecessors to spare Yested interests, ordered the seizure of the three woollen 
cloth mills in Bagdad and later of a soap factory, with the aim of providing these 
commodities at a reasonable price to Government employees. In genoral. however. 
the Government only sctatchod the surface of the problem dueing 1942, and, as 
Thave continually impressed upon them, far moro sweeping, vitorous and ruthless 
action is required. It is unfortunate in the circumstances that exeoutive authority 
in the Supply Department should not have been entrusted to British ollicials 
With an excellent harvest in prospect, Iriq has more to do than assure the 
subsistence of her own people; it is essmntial that she should make available 
substantial amounts to relieve the needs of neighbouring countries. To this 
double task the Prime Minister hax paid much lip-service. It romaine to be 
seon whether it will be successfully dincharged 

have, do. 

KINAHAN CORNWALLIS, 


(B 1763/1763/93) 


Sir K. Cornwallis to Mr. Eden —(Received March 26) 
(No 87) 
Sir, Bagdad, March 12, 1943. 

T HAVE the honour to transmit to yon herewith a translation of 10 official 
notification that was published in the newspapers on. the 22nd February 
rminoning all Tragis Living in enemy oF enemy-oceupied territory to return to 
Traq. A few days later there appeared, as a sequel, a list of seventy persons wha, 
were, in particular, warned that proceedings would be taken against them if 


“they failed to return within two months from the date of the publication of the 
Rotification, 

_ 2. No provision has, as you will see, been made to exempt people who are 
involuntarily detained in enemy or -enemy-occupied territory, such as, for 
example, the many Iraqis who were in Shanghai at the time of the Japanese 
‘Sccupation, nor does it appear that withdrawal to neutral territory is permitted 
8 an alternative to immediate return to Iraq. Rigidly applied this notification 
Would inflict penalties on many innocent persons who have been caught by the 
tide of war in Europe or Asia and who are now for a variety of reasons quite 
Unable to retarn to this country; indeed, the names of some such people, including 
4 young girl student in Belgium and the delegate of the Chaldean Patriarch at 
the Vatican, are included in the list which T have mentioned above. 

3. The Minister for Foreign Affairs infurms me, however, tbat although the 
notification has been drawn up in comprehensive terms the Government's purpose 
is only to prosecute well-known renegades, such as Yunis Bahri, Thabit. Abdul 
Nur and others, including a number of students and junior officers who fled the 
country after the collapse of Rashid Ali’s rebel Government, and who are now 
in Europe working for the Axis; and that no action will, in fact, be taken against 
People who are in enemy or eiemy-occupied territory for legitimate reasons. 

4. Iam sending copies of this despatch to the Minister of State, Cairo, to 
His Majesty’s representatives at Cairo, Jedda, Jorsualem, Beirut and Tehran, 
and to the Governor-(leneral of India 

Thaye, & 


KINAHAN CORNWALL 


Enclosure in No, 12, 
MIVICATION. 
Official Communiqué, 


IRAQ has declared the existence of a state of war between herself and the 
Axin Powers, and the news has been broadcast to the whole world by the Hagdad 
Radio Studio aud by Allied and enemy State broadeasting stations. Accordingly, 
having regard to international procedure, Traq is regarded as enemy of the Axis 
Powers, and every Iraqi resident outside Traq 1s deemed to be aware of this fai 

The continued residence of an Iraqi national in the territories of enemy 
Powers while aware of the existence of this state of war and failure on his part 
to return to his country is considered a breach of loyalty towards his Government 
and his people and as co-operation with the enemy against his homeland; wh 

lering assistance to the enemy is considered a punishable offence under 

hapter XII of the Bagdad Penal Code. R 

Whereas the Martial Administration Ordinance he trial of 
individuals in default of appearance, and: as clause 11 of the ordinance deems 
such and similar offences as being within the jurisdiction of the Military 
Tribunal, we therefore call upon all Traqi nationals found ex-Traq to comply with 
the following :— 

(1) To refrain from rendering any assistance or aid in any form, to any of 
the Axis Powers, whether by acting in the interest of such Power or 
against the interests of Iraq or her Allies. — ‘ 

(2) Absolutely to refrain from conducting any financial or economic dealing 
with the Axis Powers. 3 

(8) All Traqis found within the territories of the Axis Powers or terri 
tories occupied by the said Powers shall return to Traq within two 
months of the date of publication of this communiqué 


Any Iraqi national acting in contravention of the provisions of this 
‘communiqué sball be punished in accordance with the Penal Code, with due 
Tegard to the provisions of the legal procedure regulation, by having attachment 
placed to his property, Moreover, he shall be tried in defanlt under the Martial 
Administration Ordinance and the supplement thereto 
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CHAPTER Il.—PERSIA. 


(A) Miscellaneous. 
( 11/48/34) No, 13. 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr, Kden—(Received January 6, 1943),) 


(No. 419) 
Sir, Tehran, December 9, 1942. 
IN my telegram No, 1531 of the 4th December T had the honour to inform 
you that ood Agreement between the Governments of the United States, 
he United Kingdom and Persia was signed at the Imperial Ministry of 
Foreign Aflairs on the 4th December, 1942, by the Minister tor Foreign Afiairs, 
the United States Minister and myself, 
2. T have the honour to transmit to you herewith the following documents -— 


(2) One signed copy of the original English text of the agreement. 
(0) One signed copy of the original Persian text (') of the agreement 
(c) ‘Three copies of (a) above. 

(a) A certified copy of each of the following documents 


(i) A note handed to the Persian Government notifying them of the 
intention of His Majesty's Government, in conjunction with 
the Government of the United States, to arrange the importa. 
tion of 25,000 tons of wheat into Persia as soon as possible 
A note in identical terms was handed to the Persian Govern: 
ment by the United States Minister. The original(') and 
translation of Persian Government's reply are also enclosed, 

(ii) A note notifying the Persian Government that in the event of 
the Government of Soviet Russia adhering to the Food Agree. 
ment a new text would be necessary. A note in identical 
terms was handed to the Persian Government, by the United 
States Minister. ‘The original(’) and translation of the 
Persian Government's reply are also enclosed. 

(iii) A note stating, on behalf of His Majesty's Government. that 

the terms of the Food Agreement do not diminish the obliga 

already undertaken by His Majesty's Government under 

article VII of the Tripartite, Treaty of Alliance dated the 

29th January, 1942. The original(’) and translation of the 
Persian Government's reply are also enclosed. 


{e) Three additional copies of each of the notes referred to in (d) above. 

(/) The original Persinn text(’) of a note from the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs affirming that the undertakings of the Persian Government 
in paragraphs (a) and (b) of the Preamble to the Food Agreement 
relate to, and are restricted to, the provisions of that agreement, A 
similar note has been sent to the United States Legation 

(g) Three copies of the translation of the letter referred to at (/). 

(h) A certified copy of a note to the Minister for Foreign Affairs accepting 
this interpretation of the agreement, 

(i) Three additional copies of the letter referred to in (A). 


3. J have sent copies of this despatch and of the appropriate enclosures 


to His Majesty's Ambassador at Kuibyshev, the Minister of State, the Office of 
the Minister of State in Bagdad and the Government of India. 
T have, &e. 
RW. BULLARD. 


() The original Persian texte have not been reproduced. 


Enclosure 1 in No. 13. 


Food Agreement between the Gorerament of the United Kingdom, the Government 
of the United States and the Imperial Iranian Gorernment, 


THE Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 
Treland, the Government of the United States and the Imperial Iranian 
Government 


Considering that the responsibility of feeding the people of Iran rests 
primarily on the Imperial franian Government, but that it is desirable, 
Masmuch as war conditions may bring economic distress to the people of Iran 
And inasmuch as it is the general policy of the Governments of the United States 
and the United Kingdom to safeguard the economic existence of the peoples of 
the Middle East against such distress, to take all possible steps to ensure the 
supply of cereals (wheat together with barley, rice and other adulterants) for the 
bread supply of the people of Iran until the gathering of the harvest in 1943, and 

Having regard to the undertaking given by the Imperial Iranian Government 
fo carry out— 


(a) All measures recommended by the United States Adviser to the Ministry 
of Food, including measures to prevent hoarding and the introduction 
of rationing of food-stufs, nnd 

() All recommendations of the Road ‘Transport Committee which are 
certified to be essential for the regulation of the means of road 
transport in Iran by the majority yote of the following three members 
of that committeo, namely, the chairman appointed by the Imperial 
Tranian Government, and the members designated by the United States 
and British Ministers at Tehran respect 


Have agreed as follows 
Avricie I 


If the Iranian Minister of Food, with the concurrence of the United States 
Adviser, and the ates and British Ministers at Tehran decide, by a 


ingdom will take all steps 
Within the full limit of their powers to ensure that «applies of cereals will he 
brought to Iran from other sources sufficient to make up the deficiency, 


Axricur IL 


‘The Imperial Iranian Government are responsible— 


(a) For the distribution of coreals within Tran; : 

(0) For ensuring that a deficiency in one area is met by supplies from another 
area in Tran when the total supply of cereals within Tran is sufficient 
for the needs of the population of the country as a whole; and 

(©) For the distribution to necessitous areas of any supplies brought into Iran 

from other sources in fullilment of the undertakings of the other two 
Governments in article I above. 

Recognising that the capacity of the Imperial Iranian Goverment to discharge 
its above-mentioned responsibilities is limited by the means of transport at its 
disposal, the Governments of the United States and of the United Kingdom will 
take all steps, within the full limit of their powers, to ensure that the means 
of transport at the disposal of the Imperial Tranian Government shall be 
Sufficient, if put to the best possible use, for the proper distribution of these 
cereals, 

Tn witness whereof the undersigned, being duly authorised to this effect by 
their respective Governments, have signed the present agreement and have affixed 
their seals 

(25648 ca 
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Done at Tehran, this fourth day of December, 1942, in triplicate, in English 
and in Persian, both texts being equally authen 
On behalf of the Government of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 
Treland 
(Signed) R. W. BULLARD, 
His Majesty's Envoy Extraordinary and Minister 
Plenipotentiary in Iran. 
On behalf of the Government of the United States 
of America 
(Signed) _ LOUIS G. DREYFt . aIwr., 
imeoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipo- 
rapt in Iran of, the United States of 
America, 
On bebalf of the Imperial Iranian Government 
(Signed) =M. SAE 
Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Imperial 
Tranian Government. 


Enclosure 2 in No. 13, 
Sir R, Bullard to the Minister Jor Foreign A ffairs, 


Your B : Tehran, December 4, 1942. 
Your TIAVE he honour to inform you that, in fulfilment of their undert. 
under the Food Agreement signed to-day, the Government of the United 
and the Government of the United Kingdom are now making arrangement 
import jointly into Tran as soon as possible 25,000 = nan 

RW. BULLARD, 


Minister for Foreign Affairs to Sir R. Bullard. 
(Translation, 


7 EE tha basses acknowledge receipt of your note dated the 
4th December, 1942, stating that, in fulfilment of their undertakings under the 
Food Agreement signed to-day, His Britannic Majesty's Government and the 
Government of the United States of America ate now making arrangements te 
Amport jointly into Tea as con ax possible 25,000 tone of wheat 
avail, &e, 
MUHAMMAD SEI 


Enclosure 3 in No. 13. 
Sir R, Bullard to the Minister for Foreign A ffairs. 


Your Excellency, Tehran, December 4, 1942. 
Your HERVE dhe honour to inform you that if the Government of the USSR 
should wish to participate in the Food Agreement, a fresh text of the agreement 
Will be drawn up in the name of the Soviet Government as well as of the Govern- 
ments of the United States of America and the United Kingdom of Great Britain 
‘aud Northern Ireland and the Imperial Iranian Government, This amended text 
will take the place of the present text of the agreement. 

Tavail, & 
R. W. BULLARD, 


Minister for Foreign A fairs to Sir R. Bullard. 
(Fransation) 
ss AVE honour to acknowledge receipt of your note dated the 4th Decem- 
ber, 1942, stating that if the Government of the U.S.S.R. should wish to participate 
in the Food Agreement a fresh text of the agreement will be drawn up. in the 
name of the Soviet Government as well as of the Governments of the United 
States of America and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 
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Ireland and the Imperial Iranian Government, and that this amended text will 
take the place of the present agreement 


T avail, &o. 
MUHAMMAD SA’ED. 
pa 
Enclosure 4 in No, 13 
Sir R. Bullard to the Minister for Foreign A ffairs, 


Your Excellency, Tehran, December 4, 1942. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that His Majesty's Government do not 
Regard the terms of the Food Agreement signed to-day on behalf of the Govern 
Huts of the United States of America and of the United Kingdom and of the 
{mperial Iranian Government, as in any way diminishing the obligations wader 
jaken by His Majesty’s Government in article VII of the Treaty of Allience 
between Tran, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and the United Kmgieos 
Signed on the 29th January, 1942 Tavait ae 


R. W. BULLARD, 


Minister for Foreign A {fairs to Sir R. Bullard. 
(Translation.) 
Your Excellency, December 4, 1942. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge receipt of your note dated the 
4th December, 1942, stating that His Britannic Majesty's Government do not 
(ard the terms of the Food Agreement signed to-day on behalf of. the 
Governments of the United Kingdom and of the United States of Amerieg anal 
of the Imperial Iranian Government as in any way diminishing the obligations 
indertaken by His Majesty's Government in article VIT of the Treaty of Aitianee 
between Iran, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republies and the United Kingdom, 
signed on the 29th January, 1949. 

T avail, &e. 
MUHAMMAD SA’ED, 
a 
clomare 5 in No, 13. 
Minister for Foreign Affaire to Sir R, Bullard, 
(Pranaation) 
le Ministre, December 4, W948, 

WITH reference to the agreement signed this day between the Government 
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the Government of the United States 
of America and the Imperial Iranian Government, T have the honour to confirm 
ths understanding reached between the signatories at the time of signature of 
the said ‘agreement that the two undertakings which the” Tmperial 
Tranian Government have accepted under sections A'and B of the preamble of 
the agreement of to-day's date relate only to and wre restricted to the provisions 
of the said agreement iT evail’’be 


MUHAMMAD SA‘ED. 
R. Bullard to the Minister for Foreign Affairs, 


Your Excellency, Tehran, December 5, 1942, 
IN your Excellency's note No. 2414 of the 13th Azar 1991 (4th December, 
1042) your Excellency was s good as to communicate to me the following + 
With reference to the agreement signed this day between the 
Government of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the Government of 
the United States of America and the Imperial Iranian Government, 1 hage 
the honour to confirm the understanding reached between the signatories ot 
the time of signature of the said agreement that the two undertakinge which 
the Imperial Iranian Government have accopted under sections & avd 
of the preamble of the agreement of to-day's date relate only to and are 
restricted to the provisions of the said agreement” 
2, I have the honour on behalf of His Majesty's Government in the United 
Kingdom to confirm the above-mentioned understanding 
avail, &e. 
. W. BULLARD. 


a ssa 





[ 153/153 /34] No. 4 
Consul Wright to Mr. Eden—(Received January 7, 1943.) 


ge ee Trebizond, December 5, \942. 
a I HAVE the honour to enclose a short oe that [ have recently written 
converniny ‘ond and the Persian transit trade. Paes 
ai ni abe this ar tile largely ith the help of the are hives of ‘his 
consula hich date back to 1830, though from 1880 onwards T ha y 
toed: ree Series of Diplomatic and Consular Reports printed by the 


Stationery Office, 
j , Se 
Th So. WRIGHT 


Fnelosure in No. M4. 


Trebizond and the Persian Transit Trade. 


ux been the terminal port of one of the 
main varavan roates leading from the Black Sea across high monntain ranges 


Es dow of Mount 
blea by i Erzerum and Bayazit under the sha 
and bleak plateans Ny miigen Persia, Xenophon in his retreat from Mesopotamia 


FROM time immemorial Trebizond ly 


this route in 402 n.c., and had pitched his camp 
wh i heed yards ofthe opt where the oder motor road fram Persia 


s * Kampos.” 
ene « “Trebizond. a site which to this day is known a 
{iner ‘rapenos. (Trebizond) ioorished asthe principal port of she Roman 
‘ure still visible the half-subs preakwat 
Fea eet te Emperor Hadrian i» said to have copstcucted in the 
Yat contury AD. But its Golden Age was during the Middle, Ape tron 1304 
of Comneni, who had fled afte en ot 
o M481 nde ta ee a Crusaders and founded the independent. Empire 
i Mtrebizond, Genoese and Venetian merchants, making use of the caravan route 
‘o Persia, once more turned Trebizond into a busy eaiporium for the exchange 
of meroha ‘East and West; their trade brought a wn 
of nop tt ciety he Pino a 
ceased importance in this trade. 
an eae Treaty of Adrianople of 1890 Turkey pened her Black Sea, ports 
to the shipping of foreign batons, and it sno concidence tat the sa tr 
0 Trebizond certain Mr. J i 
aor ON Wice-Consul with the object. as Brant himself wrote of“ the 
mt : for the Persian trade. : 
takin Of wan oa the Sst forign Tepreenatve to eta mat in 
jizon cl ‘Iways shown an interest in y 
pea Ore ™ prota ” there in 1798, and by 1830 there was 
p other consuls in the town, which at thal tine 
i some 17,000 of whom were Moslems ud the 
a aes (about 3,000, relics of Imperial days), Armenians (about 2.00, 
‘who were aaid to have settled there af the breakup of the Armetian Kingdon 
“ Franl ie. Europ y 
to Beal ee area {iS bands of the Greoks and Armenians, but, owing 
th pron ore lupin wang skh pot, he matt 
fiy. industrialised England -am European, countri 
ee a ber wake ial tle of the short caravan rote 0 Peri in 
‘i cets, Most of the trade to 0 t by the 
pcan de nie from Redout Kale (north of Poti through Ts in the 
Caucasus i te which was distasteful to h Govern 
atc 9 ab, a ah ay es ened eer 
England and Russia. The British Government saw in the opening of the Turkish 
Blok Sea ports an opportunity of using the shortest route to Persia, which ha 


the additional advantage that it ran entirely through friendly Turkish territory. 
Hence the despatch from London of Mx. Brent . 
Brant, who, though vice-consul, was permitted to trade on his own account; 
appears to have been @ man of cousiderable energy and enterprise, and it is no 
on to say that his initial efforts largely contributed to the dominating 
Position acquired by Trebizond in the transit trade by the middle of the 
10th century. Almost immediately after his arrival we find him writing long 
and frequent despatches to the Foreign Office and the embassy at Constantinople 
extolling the advantages of the Trebizond route, dispelling doubts about the 
safety of the Trebizond anchorage, urging the necessity of concluding a 
commercial treaty with the Shah of Persia and obtaining a grant of £500 to 
allow him to visit Tabriz and Tebran. He entered into contact with the 
merchants of Tabriz in an attempt to persuade them to use the Trebizond instead 
Of the Caucasian route, and barely nine months after his arrival in Trebizond 
reported to Constantinople: "I have lately received a communication from 
the native merchants of Tabreez expressing a great desire to open a trade with 
this place, and, as T conceive such a disposition very worthy. of encouragement, 
it were desirable to meet their views in every possible way the Persian 
Merchants say that they would transfer the whole trade they now carry on with 
Tiflis to Trebizond if they could find all the goods they require (i-¢., return loads 
for their caravans), They are so much vexed by the Russian authorities that 
'y are quite disgusted with the Russian trade, and nothing but necessity induces 
them to continue it.” 

Persian merchants and British manufacturers alike were quick to appreciate 
the advantages of the Trebizond route to Northern Persia, which was nearly 
200 miles shorter than the Tiflis route 
With their average daily march of 15 
to Tabriz in thirt 
Caucasian route, 


that the Persian trade 

{mostly textiles from Manchester) was steadily’ 

vention that the town was rapidly developing 

r ioved that the Erench Vice-Consulate had been 

taised to a consulate, that Sweden and Denmark had opened consulates and that 
the Shah had appointed a Persian commercial agent, all in the year 1832, In 
View of this development he urged the opening of a British Consulate at Erzerum, 
half-way on the road to Tabriz, ax '*it is indispensable that there should be a 
Consular Establishment at Erzerum to compleat the plan of extending our com 
mercial relations with Persia.”” In 1896 Brant himself was sent to Eezeru 
Yice-consul, and his business partner, a Mr. Stevens, was appainited vot 
Trebizond. In the saine year a definite agreement regarding the transit. rad 
Was signed between the British Government and the Shah, to whom King 
William TV sent a small personal gift of 2,000 muskets, no doubt in the expectas 
tion that they would be used to guard the security of the caravan routes, 

The transit trade through Trebizond developed surprisingly quickly and 
almost without interru cept for the Crimean War years, from 1830 uti 
the middle of the 1800's. The advent of the steamship no doubt contributed to 
this development. ‘The first steamship to visit Trebizond was a British one, the 
Steamship Essex, in May 1836. Later in the same year another British steamer, 
the Crescent, began a regular service between Trebizond and Constantinople, and 
in the following year the Austrian Danubian Steam Navigation Company’ started 
4 similar service. The Crescent was sold to the Austrians in 1838, after which 

ish steamers only called at irregular interyals, until, in 1845, the P. and O. 
Company opened a direct service between Southampton and Trebizond, which 
Was, however, discontinued in 1858 owing to the difficulty of finding return 
fargoes and inability to compete with the heavily-subsidised French and Russian 
Tines which had been started in 1857 and 1858 respectively. 

ts for Persia carried by a 

y of manufactured goods, about two-thirds of whi 

Manchester. the remainder coming from the manufact 
colonials * (sugar and tea) were also an 

London and sugar from England, France and Austria 
invariably in much smaller vohime than imports, and 
rettmbeki* (a special tobacco smoked in nanghile pipes 
Turkey), silks (for France), shawls, carpets, gall-unts, dried 
And cotton 
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After the Crimean War Russia began fo take an interest in reviving’ the 
transit trade through Georgia, a step which had been impractical so long as the 
turbulent Cau tries remained unsubdued, and from about 1858 onwards 
Russian competition became increasingly menacing for Trebizond, whose very 
life-blood as commercial centre was at stake. In March 1857 Mr. Consul Stevens 
reported to his ambassador at Constantinople : “* From all I learn it is evident that 
Russia will ere long make au effort to deprive Trebizond of its chief importance 
by taking from it its transit trade with Persia. This alone-can be avoided by 
the Turkish Government's making at least a earriage-road to Etzurum.”” Tt was 
known that the Russians were developing Poti as a town and port, aud there were 
persistent rumours that a railway was to be built from Poti'to’Baku, on the 
Batpina Son, with a branch line %6 the Peraion frontier. The: Ressitas wee 
doing their best to capture the carrying trade of the Black Sea, and: in August 
1859 the Russian Steam Navigation Company, whose ships had started to call 
regularly at Trebizond the previous year, issued a circular stating'that it would 
in future forward goods for Persia via Poti at a fixed rate which was considerably 
less than the flactuating rates of Trebizond caravans, In 1862 work was begun 
on the Poti-Tif_is Railway, and in 1864 the Russian Government abolished the 
‘customs tariff on transit goods. 

If Turkey was to meet the challenge of a’Trans-Cancasian Railway it was clear 
as Mr. Stevens hd pointed out, that a carriage-road would have to be constructed 
at least to Erzerum. As far back as 1850 a party of Dalmatian engineers had 
been entrusted with the task of buildi ig uch a rond, and in Sepvember of that 
year, in the presence of Ismail Pasha, the Minister of Public Works, and all the 
foreign consuls, the first stones were laid with great ceremony, but as neither 
survey nor estimates had been made before the Work was begun it was soon found 
that the engineering difficulties would be so formidable and the cost s9 enormous 
that it wns decided to abandon the work after itt more than tes miles of paving 
had been laid along the Boztepe ridge above the Degirmen River 

‘The construction of a carriage-road was no easy task, for high mountain 
ranges rise, as it were, straight out of the sea on this part of the coast. Caravan 
drivers from ‘Trebizond used three alternative rontes to cross these mountains 
in summer there were two tracks, which crossed the main mountain range by 
difficult, exposed passes, one of over 8,000 ft, and the other of over 10,000 ft., which 
JST, guile impractical in winter, when a longer but better protected rote was 
followed, crossing the mountains by the 6.860-ft, Zigana Pass, and then travelling 
Vin Ardassa (the modern Torul) and Giimigane, with its abandoned xilver tninies 
to Bayburt, where the summer tracks met and were followed across the bleak 
plateau of Armenia (as it was then known) to Erzerum, Another trick across 
the mountains ran from Sitrmene on the coast some 21 miles east of Trebizond to 
Bayburt, following the comparatively easy and well protected Kara Dere valley 
und crossing the main ridge by a sheltered 8,000-ft. pass, which w 
impassable in winter. ‘The distance by this track from Sirmene to Ba 
56 miles, compared with 121 miles from Trebizond to Bayburt by the winter track 
via Gumilgane; therefore, in deciding to make « carriage road to Ereerum there 
Was, from an engineering point of view, every advantage to be gained by selecting 
the Surmene route, which had the additional advantage that the anchorage at 
Silrmene was infinitely better than at Trebizond. However. io consideration: was 
paid to this easier aud shorter route, owing, apparently, to an idée fire that the 
Toad must start from Trebizond, so that, when in 1864 it was finally decided to 
Fesume the work of the Dalmatian engineers, the winter track through Gimisane 
was selected for development as a carriage-road. 

‘Two years after the laying of the first rail on the new line from Poti to Tiflis 
4 party of French engineers under a M. Thuvenin, who had recently built the 
Syrian road from Damascus to Beirut, arrived in Trebizond and immediately 
set about surveying the proposed new road; the survey work appears to have been 
efficient and the line followed, with occasional exceptions, was well chosen, and 
has, in the main, been followed by the modern motor-road. Instead of taking the 
road up the steep Boztepe hill behind Trebizond and 0 along the ridge followed 
by the Dalmatians, the French took their rond along the coast to the east of the 
town and then blasted a way up the left bank of the Degirmen, this'new and 
more practical line joining the old track some 8 miles from Trebizond.  Occasson 
ally other than engineering considerations seem to have influenced the inevitably 
tortuous line of the road—it was, for instance, well known that Yerkoprit and 
Hamsikiy, two villages on the northern side of the Zigana Pass, had each offered 
large sums to induce the engineers to divert the road through their particular 
village: Hamsikéy was a prosperous Greek village, and was able to cffer £800 


Fi 


reach 


its poorer Turkish rival, and so the road, even to this 


Y. still passes by Hamsikoy. But there was constant friction’ between the 
cagineors and their Turkish. workmen, together with some trouble over 


Teaiys women,-which ted to the murder of two of the engineers in 1867, and tn 


the followin 


Spring ‘the Turkish Government dismissed all the French and 


entrusted their work to Piirkish military engineers 
The road was éoni ih 1872, the same year that saw the opening of the 


Poti-Tiflis Railway, 


trade through Ty 
reports of Mr. Brafttarid Iiis successors show + 


businesses to Poti; ( 


1830 
1833 
1540 
1550 
1858 
1859 
1360 
1866 
1867 
1868, 
1869, 
1870 
187) 
1872. 


Mtieady there had been a-marked falling.off in the transit 
as the following figures taken from the annual trade 


Transit Imports 
UnroughTrebisond, through 
Bois Tone 
Not known 
240 
1,010 
1.960 
2/800 
2540 
3.460 
2150 
2.060 
2.030 
100 
530 
3,630 8170 
3,670 2750 


1. war estimated that Poti bad captured more than half the Persian transit, 
{have by 1872, though after the opening of the Suez Canal in 1869 it is probable 
{hat some of this trade was diverted from the Blick Sea to the Persea Guilt, 
[ibizoud merchants engaged in the transit trade began to transfer. hogs 


many reduced her consulate at Trebizond to a vice: 


Fmlate in 1872 (and closed it four yeurs later), and established a consulate at 


Tiflis with the open 
cap 


Lee 


vowed aim of forestailing England and France in 


ring the Persian trade which the Germans, like everyone else, thought would 
von age Sutirely.through Russia. The British Consal regretfully reported that 
Yory few wealthy <* Franks” remained in Trebizond and that. the Greeks were 
gradually migrating to Russia 


‘rebizond was. to. com, 


dotermined efforts would hi 


abolished four y 


it 
ants that the duty was red 
years later. Besides the duty 


m 6 per cent 
Po 


in particular the double examination of all 
leading to delay and the breaking o 
attempt to remedy this in 1873, wi 


any one consignment w: 


system of lead 


‘stolen—to the confusion 
all the sealless bales. 


bui 
di 


rzerum,(a ten-day journey) most of the seale had. bee 
of the customs offi aa who usually inked on opening 


pe 


ne passed through 
to winter storms and avalanches 
under constant supervision and 
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mir, it would im ly become impassable, yet absolutely no provision was 
made for any such maintenance work. In January 1873 less, than year after 
its completion, the British Consnl reported that the road had = fallen into such a 
state of repair as to be almost impassable”; in fact, uo serions, repair, work 
was undertaken until 1804, by which time its condition had long made it virtually 
‘our-wheeled ‘* fourgons"" drawn by four horses an 


sisetno sceyratenteh been imported from the Caucasus by a 


able to carry ubout 1} tons, which had i cs 
few optimistic traders. One enterprising merchant, a Swiss — oeepeowl 
proposed to the Turkish authorities that he be granted a twenty-five-y ey 
sion to run a wheeled transport company for the conveyance of goods between 
Trebizond and Erzerum; he offered to pay £2,000 a year for the concession 
subject to the Turkish Government keeping the road in a fit state for wheeled 
traffic, but this the Porte was unwilling to do. so M. Wormaee ty, id ee] 
might have meant 90 much to Trebizond, was shelved and the road was allowed 
to fall to pieces, It was in such a chronic state that during the Turco Russian 
war (187-78) arms and munitions for the beleaguered troope in Exmeram wore 
rom. Trebizond. to Siirmene and transported from. there by the 
Kan? Bore track a melancholy epitaph on the work of the military engineers 
who had laboured so hard to build the road from Trebizond to the very impo 


ilitary centre at Erzerum. 
ie cx'the gores already quoted show, despite « heavy Aecne in the mide 
sixtice, Trebizond still continued to handle a fair volume of the transit trade, 
and even in 1878, when Russian forces ocoupied E erin ores we peed 
transit goods were carried by the Trebizond route. ‘The reason for the continued 
use of the Trebizond read, despite its disadvantages is to be found party in the 
slowness with which the conservative East changes the habits o Sates. ee 
tenacity of Trebizond merchants and pack-ani ual owners wi nfo the Turkish 


feren verchi 
eelaghamang titi green hy ee manors al in the difficulties 


caise it passed through Mos . ; 
ob abe ie Government began to (id in the prteg Aut aS Aaron hes 
territory once she had snecee in drawing: balk of a 
Trebizond. "The sudden tightening up of Rursian customs nations was 
rimarity designed to check contraband, but wax also influenced by. Russian 
Mdustriatists who wanted protection for their own manufactures. Finally, jn 
1883, a year after the completion of at lier cases from, ee I Ba 
and five yeurs after the Rustian nequinition of far beter port than 
ove docrood that for a period of five yen 
Ferhintse of any sore war to be inportl through the Caucasas for Perla. 
‘This deoree, with the help of which Russian manufacturers hoped to capture the 
Persian market, was des bed by the British Con ula the Inekiest event whch 
“Allah Taft teed boon mereiful-—in the shape of the 
‘Trebizond looked blacker than it had ever 


n ain reached the high: 

r to return to Trebizond, though it yzain reached ¢ 
rer From 1883 to 1906, despite the ex ion of the Caucasian: 
fallv Persian frontier and the development of Batam as a port, 
Persin averaed 5,0) tons, and exports 
‘Between 1907 and 


ould have happened for, 


‘Trebizond and Exzerum.” 
Tear—at a time when thy future of 


done before. 


imported each year into 
Turkey as going thou 
Paes teed that the steers in repeuaoessy Rr 

it i ite virtually it 2 ~ 
Camron i wa clined to repeat tell andthe post Gret War struggle 
between Turkey and an ie ea eat Ret 

‘their le after the Crit oe ir 

pee eet in the trade: after ‘both wars we find Russia snecess- 
eld a retaa Inde part of it--after the Crimean War by offering. improved 
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(ransport and customs facilities; after the Great War by the conclusion of a 
femuercial treaty with Persia in 1927 expressly designed to foster the transit 
trade through Russia except. in. those goods in which she herself was interested. as 
producer; after both: wars we find the Turkish Government finally awakening. t 
fh lose of her transit.trade and tardily deciding on measures to stop the rot 
tint petiods the action decided on isthe same—the construction of a carriage road, 
though this time the carriages are driven by the internal-combustion engive, 

‘yond this point the parallel does not bold good. . The construction of the 
new road, which was begun in 1931, has been pasted forward with a vigour which 
Ray be regarded as symbolic of the néw Turkey that emerged under Kemal 
jlatitrk: and the Transit Yolu, as this road which stretches to the Persian 
frontier is called, with its easy gradients, its wide turus and macadam suriace, 
fompares favourably with other mountain roads in Europe. Profiting hy the 
lessons learnt. from the history of the earlier road, adequate provision as been 
made to keep it in perfect repair, so that every 12 miles or s0 there have been con 
‘structed neat little“: maintenance huts” as permanent quarters for a body of 
workmen whose job it is to keep their stretch of road in good condition and to 
clear with the least Romsble delay the inevitable, landslides and snowdrifts of 
spring and winter. Nowadays, owing to the efficiency and almost super-human 
gndurance of these men, the road between Trebizond and Exzerum is rately’ closed 
for more than a few hours even aiter the worst winter storms. However, i has 

1 been possible to provide the means of keeping the road open during winter 

e high-exposed plateau between Erzerum and the frontier,on that tiem mid 
Pcetber until the end of April the transit traffic comes to a standstill, except for 
Pccasional consignments which may be seat on from Erzerutn by sleigh ar pack 
horse. In order to protect peasants and other travellers who inay be catight by the 
sudden winter blizzards that sometimes rage for days on end, refuge shelters, 
whore a bell is kept tolling during storms to guide travellers through the blinding 
now, have been built on the seven main passes across the moutitainis.. The higheet 
of these three passes are the Tahor (9,020 ft), the Kop (2.000 ft) and the Zigann 
(A665 ft). AL one notorious dangerpoint on the gorthern face of the Zigana 
inountain a sb avalanches across the road to crash harm 

5 which had first heen suggested to the Porte 
in 1584 by a Gi ineer named Klause, who had also «uggested the extablish 
iment of maintenadce gangs and the planting of trees on the bare mnmtains In 
order to prevent landslides. 

‘There is no record of when the first motor car travelled over this ancient 
caravan route. Just before the Great: War the French Société des Entreprises 
was entrusted by the Porte with the task of malsing the road fit for motor traf 
aud the Russians, who occupied the whole road during 1916 and 1917, completed 
this work, so that itis probably correct to say that the first car to cross the Zinta 
Pass did s0 in 1917, The road quickly fell into disrepair after the withdrawal 
of the Russian army, but there was a certain amount of motor traffic along it 
throughout the 1920s. ‘The opening of the modern Transit Yolu may ti sad to 

rom June 1937, when the State Transit Company was inaugurated by the 

‘Turkish Government to carry passengers and freight from Trebizond to the Pevstin 
frontier. There is irony in the fact that most of the steam-rollers which were waed 

otor-way had been left behind by the Russians in. 1917, 

he ton Chevrolet and Dodge lorries which naw corer the 848 miles 
between Trebizond and Tabriz in three days have ousted the camel who took a 
nimwum of thirty days to do the same journey, and the twenty-nine Hane on 
caravanserais which each marked the end of one day"s stage on the winter track 
now mostly lie in ruins. The last camel to be seen in ‘Trebizond was, durin 
the winter of 1930. Contrary to popular telie, the camel’ life on the caravan 
route ‘to Tabriz was comparatively short. ‘Until the completion of the 

“chaussée "" in 1872, both the winter and summer tracks were considered too 

rough for them, so that horses, mules and donkeys were sed to enrry merchandise 

Camels were first. introduced during the Tarco-Russinn War ‘owing to. the 

shortage of other pack animals which had all heen requisitioned by the military 

‘authorities, and after the war they continued to be used owing to n shortage of 

horses and mules which had heen Killed during the fighting or died through Tack 

of fodder, so that by 1884 there were said to be over 5,000 camels engaged in 
the transit traffic as against 400 horses and mules. 
But though the camel has disappeared, life along the road to Persia: has 
ged little in the last hundred years. Strings of pack-horses and asses with 
cht blue heads round their necks to ward off the “nazar” or evil eye, are 
still used in Jarge numbers on this road which in spring and autumn is alive 











with flocks of sheep and goats going or returning from theif swimmer grazing 
grounds in the mountains. The creaking of the solid-wheeled ox carts is the 
same as it always was and on the high treeless plateau beyond Bayburt-*tezzek 
(Arie cattle dng) is stil the only fuel used daring the long bitter winter. The 
‘squat, flat-roofed peasant huts of mud have not been affected by modern develop- 
ments in architectural teres? Tn the fields by the road-side it is still the women, 
with their faces all shrouded from the gaze of man, who do most of the hard 
manual work, ‘The old peasant, squatting over his little glass of fea in the 
road-side eafé will, if he asks the time of day, expect to be told how many hours 
it is before sunset, for he does not understand the intricaces of the 24-hour day 
‘which he contempthously refers to as time ‘a la franga."” Andalthongh the volume 
of the Persian trade through Trebizond has declined much since the palmy 
days of the 19th century, its nature has remained much as it was then. Imports 
from the West have continued to consist almost entirely of manufactured goods, 
among which textiles predominate, though England has gradually Jost her 
lion's share in this trade and of tea and sugar ; exports from Persia are the same 
fas they were throughout the 19th century—tumibeki and carpets, woo! and cotton, 
gum and dried fruits, we 
With the German attack on Russia in June 1941 and the subsequent Anglo- 
Russian occupation of Persia, the transit trade through both the Caucasus: and 
Trebizond came to an abrupt standstill, to the discomfort of the Germans who 
‘both these routes to elude the British blockade and, in particular, 
Inevitably, one looks 


ere have teen repeated rumours that 
Persian frontier many 

fates nfs bave on  catly reported. tn sem-ofcial 
mieanon died anally between 
goods, is believed by some that 

etnane of trade through Trebizond. 


being the case, from an 
the ‘enormons. expense, 

‘Trebizond to the frontier, 

the Black Sea port of Samsun 

{will pass throtigh Van and Mush before ji 
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at Malatya, may prove a powerful factor in attracting transit trade from 
Bulgarian and Roamanian ports to Turkey, though it will beat the expense of 
izoud and its ancient caravan route. 
D. A. H. WRIGH 
Trebizond, November 1942. 


Figures showing Aiinual Persian Transit Imports anil Exports through Trebizond. 
following figures have been taken from the trade reports submitted to 


‘Office each year by His Majesty's Consul at Trebizond. In the 
absence of official statistics, which did not become available until 1909, they cannot 
he regarded as entirely accurate, though there is no doubt that no more accurate 
figures than these are in existence. 

The consular reports from 1880 until 1882 give only the number of packages 
involved; I have therefore converted these to tons at the equivalent of 
1 package = 12 owt. for the period 1830-81. In 1882, as a result of the 
introduction of camels as the principal pack animal, packages were increased in 
Weight, and I have converted at 2 ewt. {or this year. Prom 1883 weights, as wel 


the numberof packages. are given in the trade reports 
1920-41 statistios have been obtained from semi-official sourecs, 
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Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Kden—(Receiced January 12, 1943.) 
(So 434) 


ir, Tehran, December 21, 1942 
IN paragraph 27 of my despatch No. 314 of the 22nd September 1 ventured. 
en reviewing the cvents of the preceding weeks, to express a cantious 
‘Optimism as to the outlook of the Allies in Persia. This forecast has heen falsified 
subequent events: these have included a financial crisis, a food crisis and a 
Political aud constitutional crisis—all of which have been fraught with difficulties 
for the Allies and particularly for His Majesty's Government. 


The Financial Crisis. 


2. The Anglo-Per n Financial Agreement of the 26th May, 1942, purports 
to ensure the automatic provision of rials for the needs of the British military 
‘{uthorities, Unfortunately, these needs could not be met without a considerable 
€xpansion of the note issue, and the power to control the note issue rested with 
the Balls ‘a collection of persons entirely unfitted by character and training 
for eo delicate a task. The dissolution of the Majlis, which was at first contem. 
plated by the Qawam, would have solved this difficulty, but the Prime Minister 
Was driven back in a course less satisfactory both to him and to the Allies, viz 
fo attempt to secure legal authority for an increase in the note issue large enough 
to cover for many months to come both the needs of the Allies and the 
Requirements of the Persian Government, ‘The introduction of a Bill providing 
for an increase of 2,000 million rials led, however, to such an ontery in the press 
and the Majlis about the inovitable rise in prices which must result (obliging, 
merchants and retailers raised the prices at once to illustrate the economic law 
invoked) that the Government decided not to proceed with the Bill: all they 
Gould do was to push through a Bill for 500 million rials without mention of the 
feeds of the Allies. At this moment British nesds were at least as great as they 
hhad ever been; American requirements in rials were increasing rapidly and the 

ans also were making demands 

“3. The Prime Minister having failed in an attempt to seciire from the 
Majlis special powers which would have enabled him to issue currency notes a4 
Fequired, it was evident that a major effort would have to be made to nettle this 
question’ once for all, Hitherto Hix Majesty's Government. had hid to 
struggle with the issue unaided ; the Russians had secured their rials by various 
doubtful devices, which had hitherto sufficed for their small needs; the Americans 
had been able to exchange dollars so long as there were rials, obtained by British 
efforts, tobe bought. Had the United States and Soviet Governments had financial 
bar similar to ours, there would have been no trouble; faced by a united 

iid for rials from all three of the Allies, the Majlix would have given in. 

Pri an Minister on the ont 

Ihis 


surrenicy 
en made 


atalogue of the occasions on which the Majlis had blocked or delayed measures 
SSeential to the Allied war effort and asked him to let the Deputies know that the 
Allies had drawn their own conclusions from these acts, Hearing of this message. 
Knowing perhaps that some military Beepaations ‘were afoot, and realising from 
the Alltel victories on all fronts that the hope, or the fear, that the Germans 
‘would come to Persia was baseless, the Depuities rushed to declare their affection 
for the Allied cause, and at a midnight session the power to control the niote issue 
Was transferred from the Majlis to a statutory Persian commission on which the 

nerican financial adviser is to serve when he arrives. This arrangement ix 
‘Satisfactory, and there has been no trouble in obtaining rials since. wo smal} 

fal concessions were made by His Majesty's Government in. return 

Settlements will be made every three instead of every six months. and the 
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percentage of the sterling balance which will be turned into gold has been raised 
from 40 per cent. to 60 per cent. His Majesty's Government had also, however, 
to promise to help to make upon certain conditions any real deficit in wheat 
and transport. 


The Prime Minister's Position. 


4. ‘The Qawam’s courage and firmness, though remarkable ina Persian, were 
not equal to the difficult sitaation which began to develop the moment he came 
into power. He would have liked to of the Majlis from the beginning, 
but the Soviet Government were against this step, and some members of his 
Cabinet were not entirely with him, preferring to keep the Majlis as a-screen 
between the Government and the Allies. The Prime Minister came into active 
conflict with the Majlis almost at once by what the Deputies considered his 
off-hand treatment of them over the Conseription Bill and, although the dispute 
was patched up, an impression remained that the Qawam was inclined to be 
dictatorial. He incurred strong criticism—mnch of it justified—for some of 
the appointments he made, and he was the object of attack from both pean and 
Deputies on the score of high prices, food shortage and shortage of transport and 
of consumer's goods—subjects on which the Allies also came in for violent attacks, 
‘To moot these attacks, the Prime Minfstér tried, en the oe band, to, secure 
concessions from the Allies as a condition of the iskue of more rial notes, and, 
fon the other, to devise a means whereby the power of the Majlis to delay and 
block public business might be limited. The financial concessions granted by 
His Majesty’s Government have been mentioned. In addition the Prime Ministe 
also demanded that Great Britain aud /or the United States should supply Persia 
‘with 25,000 tons of wheat. ‘The reasonable resistance of His Majesty's Govern. 
ment to this demand, which was formulated in particular by the Minister of 
State when he was here, was undermined by the discovery that the Russians 
proposed to feed their troops in Persia from local grain to a much greater extent 
than hitherto, and in the end an agreement was concluded which will be dealt 
with in a later paragraph, 

5. The Prime Minister's attempt to limit the powers of the Majlis wax a 
failure he wanted full powers on certain subjects until aboot next August, but 
the Deputies, fearing that this would enable the Qawam to control the ‘next 
general election, greoted the proposal with a howl of fury, Taken aback by the 
uproar, the Prime Minister first whittled his proposal down and then allowed it 
to bo referred to 4 commission where no one took any notice of it. Tu the course 
of this controversy it was found that the Shah, far from backing bir Prime 
Minister and trying to moderate the factious criticiam of the Deputies, rather 
sperm the Deputies for fear lest the Majlis should disappear and he should 
be left face to face with an uncontrolled Quwaim. This opposition between the 


Prime Minister and the Shab was another facet of the conflict which arose when 
the Qawam took office, and, instead of following the usual custom of appointing 


to the Ministry of War a general who would be under the thumb of the Chief of 
afl, kept the Ministry of War for himself, and, moreover, maintained that the 
hief of Staff ought to report to him and not to the Shab. 

6. The frivolous Deputies began to discuss a change of Government, but 
had no serious candidate to put forward as Prime Minister. A few irresponsibles 
Proposed that the Qawam should be replaced by Sobeily, the man who had 
contributed largely to the food crisis by his inactivity during the harvest period 
and whom the Majlis had driven out ignominionsly a few months before. "After 
the warning given to the President of the Majlis by the British and Russian 
Fopresentatives, the Deputies attacked the Prime Minister more furiously that 
ever:: they had to give in on the question of currency, but they took revenge on 
the Prime Minister by alleging that it was through him that the Allies had 
obtained their distorted view of that patriotic, disinterested and always pro-Ally 
Assembly, Not only the Deputies but the Shah also gave too little weight to the 
fact that the British, Soviet and United States representatives openly stated that 
the Qawam had worked with the Allies that they saw no likelihood of securing » 
better Prime Minister, and that in any case changes of Government every few 
months were ruinous to public business, both Persian and Allied. 


The Tehran Riots. 


7, Opposition to the Qawam culminated on the Sth and 9th December in au 
attempt 0 unseat him by disorders in the streets. ‘The exact causes of the 
Phenomena are under investigation by a special commission, and, as the most 


diverse explanations are given, we may await its findmg. What is certain is that 
both police and army displayed, until it was too late, an amazing benevolence 
towards the disorderly crowds, not merely the stadents who made a vague 
ration at the Majlis, but the mob which looted sugar depots and shops 
and eventually plundered the Prime Minister's house and destroyed all his 
Possessions 
8, Throughout the day the Shah seems to have heen calling upon the Prime 
Minister to resign—even after he had told His Majesty's Minister, who saw him 
in the afternoon, that he agreed to the retention of the Qawam provided that he 
certain changes in his Cabinet and got rid of certain men round him who 
are generally agreed to be corrupt. Those who think that the disorders were not 
tiaplonsing othe Sbub have some erifonce on thoir side, There it 00 doubt 
in an interview with about a dozen Deputies, whom he had summoned the 
day before the trouble, he spoke in favour of a revolution from above—to obviate 
revolution from below which he professed to fear. Moreover, General Jahanbani 
Of the Shah's military Cabinet, who called on the Soviet Ambassador while the 
disorders were in progress to ask him in the Shah's name what he thought of the 
Position, also asked the ambassador how he would view it if the Shah and 
the generals took public affairs in hand for a while, and, although th 
subsequently alleged that this latter question was thrown off by | 
Jahanbani on his own account in the course of the casual conversation, this 
explanation does not ring true or agree with the evidence. The Shah hns, in fact 
ome out of the affair very badly. In taking sides so openly and so violently 
‘against 0 Prime Minister who was supported by the British, United States and 
Soviet representatives, without consulting them, he hus #hown a surprising lack 
Of political wisdom : while his attempt to effect a military coup d'Btat iNustraton 
is dangerous passion for playing at soldiers. It ix true that he hax throughout 
quoted democracy and his oath to preserve the Constitution as jomitying his 
‘upport of the Majlis against the Prime Minister; but he announced his readiness 
to dismiss the Majlis if a Government satisfactory to himself was formed and 
they continued to give trouble, while his alliance with the military suggested that 
iid in mind nothing particularly democratic, but some form of autocracy 
esting on the army. It is quite possible that he is genuinely sceptical of the old 
gang of some fifteen families who between them furnish nearly all the material 
of every Goverument, and regards himself as the philosopher-king, destined to 
ing Justice and prosperity to the Persian people; but his youth, his inexperience 
and hie blindness to the faults of the army, make him unfitted for thix réle, while 
if those faults are reparable the untrathfulness and the talent for weak intrigue 
Which have come to light during the crisis are likely to be more lasting. For the 
moment he professes to n having made a mistake and to he prepared to 
support the Qawam, bat used the vi t pressure to make the Prime 
Hinister consent to the ‘ing of the Majlis, and he shows no sign of giving 
hp his claim to be the active Commander-in-Chief of the Army. Sredit must, 
however. he given to him in one respect: he suggested two possible Ministers 
Whose admittance to the Government in the place of two men of no great value 
Would strengthen it, viz, Muhsin Rais and Mutamedi. ‘The new Minister for 
War, Si ‘Ahtvedi, will also strengthen the Government—possibly too much 
for the Shah's liking. He will certainly want to control the General Staff, and, as 
‘4 man of determined character and courage, a conflict is bound to arise 
Tn view of the apparent inability of the Persian Government and army 
rT it it well to ari e for British troops to come to 
aie "The, arrival of a battaliga of the 


sent; be 
10. For the moment the Prime Minister is established, but, his revised 
net is not yet published, and much as we hoped that the Majlis would be 
given a prolonged holiday—" for repairs "” would have been a reasonable pretext, 
since some slight change was done to it during the disorders—the Majlis was 
reopened on the 20th iber. Meanwhile, a determined effort has been made 
Tnterested parties to show that the Prime Minister himself was responsible for 
Te nea vss ohresent easks bare een Un, Government and 
Sovereign of Persia must, in the end, do what the Allies want; but it has yet to 
be seen whether we can prevent the victimisation of a Government for acting in 
aceordance with our wit 
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Security Questions. 
104. OF the suspects at Sultanabad, eight have been released: the rest 
remain in detention, the interrogation having established that there was good 
ground for their being detained. Very late in the day a Persian commissioner and 
two senior Persian judges arrived. ‘They have given no trouble at all, either in 
wishing to sway the verdict, or in being unduly critical of the conditions of 
detention. ‘The search for Germans, and for Persian suspects whom the Persian 
police professed to be unable to find, has gone on; one German living in Tehran 
has been caught, and tife has been made very risky for a number of other suspects 
11. In December it became essential to get rid of General Zahidi, General 
Officer Commanding, Isfahan, who had sabotaged wheat collection, made civil 
Government impossible, shown indifference if pot hostility when Vice-Consul 
Harris and Dr. Griffiths were murdered, dealt with and harboured German agents 
and encouraged Nasir Qashgai and even supplied him with arms. This was at 
the moment when the Qawam Government seemed to be weakest, and the Prime 
the best would have been afraid to touch so prominent 
ai ve been tinable to arrest him then, so it was decided 
that Zabidi should be taken by the British military authorities. The arrest was 
entrusted to Captain Fitzroy Maclean, M-P., who, acting fortiter as a parachatist, 
bat ruaviter as an ex-secretary of embassy, effected it with brilliant ease. The 
Prime Minister and the Shah were both {formed of Zahidi’s arrest as soon as 
possible and of the rewons for it. Both asked whether we could not have 
mentioned it beforehand, and received the explanation that it was desired not 
to embarrass them, ‘The Shah said that he would have such people punished 
severely, even by death; but neither expressed the least surprise at the catalogue 
ven above of the oflences of which Zahidi is believed by us to be guilty. Tt is 
alleged in some quarters that the arrest of Zahidi by the British authorities has 
nistered a severe blow to the morale of the Persian army, but this allegation 
es in all probability from men who must know our real grounds for action 
who have vory uneasy consciences themselves 


The Food Situation. 


12. Tho arrival of Mr. Sheridan, the American Food Adviser, at the end 
of September, although it took place three months too late for any effec trol 
of the 1042 harvest to be organised, has profoundly altered the situatic tly 
before his artival, M, Farrukh was appointed Minister of Food in supersession 
of M. Ardalan. ‘The newly-constituted Food Ministry was in the curious position 
of having 0 one among its senior officials with any direct knowledge of Persian 
wheat problems, but Mr. Sheridan, who is a man of great energy and drive, though 
apt to leap to hasty and ill-considered conclusions, was undaunted. He was 
unwilling to adopt the suggestion that he shoald discuss the situation with 
M. Bader, ex-Minister of Finance, before reaching any conclusions, but accepted 
instead the advice of Mr. Kahn, Economic Adviser to the Minister of State, 
who happened to be on a visit to Tehran and who urged that it wax anomalone 
to try to maintain an official price of 1.400 to 1,800 rials (E11 to 14) against 
1 price of £25 to £35 elsewhere in the Middle Kast—an argument which ignores 
the fact that the Indian price continues to be about £12 per ton. ‘The unanimous 
opinion of a meeting of British officials with local knowledge, who were invited 
to mest Mr, Sheridan at the legation to discuss the situation, was unable to deter 
}him from accepting My. Kabn’s advice, and the official price of wheat throughout 
the country was raised t6 3,000 (and in some areas 3.500) rials a ton. 

13. Parallel with the financial negotiations, though not officially linked 
with them, there were conversations about the food supply. In October the Prime 
Minister telegraphed to Mr. Churchill and the Shah to His Majesty The King. 
asking to be supplied with 25,000 tons of wheat and 150 lorries. Similar telegrams 
were sent to the United States. ‘To ask for wheat when their own harvest was 
only just beginning to come in, and for transport, when they had delayed seven 
weeks to accept the Anglo-American proposals for a Road Transport Board and 
were still displaying little energy in making a complete survey of existing 
transport, seemed highly unreasonable; bat evidence began to come to light 
suggesting that the shortage of transport was perhaps rather greater than had 

at heen supposed while a sudden demand by the Soviet Goverament. for 
5,000 tons of wheat, 15,000 tons of barley (in addition to 6,000 tons alleged to 
be outstanding on a previous clearing arrangement) and 90,000 tons of rier 
compelled His Majesty's Government to reconsider the matter. Eventually the 
Persian Government succeeded in concluding. an . Which was signed 


39 


after many delays on the 4th December. by which they recognised that the primary 
Tesponsibility for feeding the Persian people is theirs, and that they 

all possible steps to that end, including the utilisation to the best advantage of 
the internal transport at their disposal, while the British and United States 
Governments for their part undertake both to do their best to make up any defiett 
in bread cereals which, nevertheless, occurs, aud also to ensure that the transport 
2 the disposal of the Persian Government, if put to the proper use, shall be 
safficient for the distribution of such cereals. Tt hus been made clear to the Soviet 
Government and to the Soviet Ambassador in ‘Tehran that the replacement froin 
overseas of bread cereals purchased in Persia for the Russian forces will 
Necessarily interfere to some extent with the carringe of goods and war material 
to Ross 

14. The internal wheat situation has already been separately described in 
my thonthly reports. Briefly the position is that wheat collections in the province 
have continued to be most unsatisfactory, Other contributing causes, besides the 
‘vonomic earthquake caused by the sudden doubling of the official price, are 

w failure to take any proper steps to put the new policy into effect, th 
{raditional unwillingness of provincial authorities to co-operate with the Centra 
Gorertment, the relectance of the Central Government to take any action against 
landowners and other hoarders of wheat, and, in Azerbaijan, the prineipal wheat 
rowing area, the paralysis resulting from fear of Russian intentions and thelr 
Fepeated interference with attempts to export. food-stuffs ont of the province 
through their zone of occupation, 

15. The Soviet Government has now officially promised to assist in. the 
transportation of grain from the north, and their local representatives have agreed 
to this being done, but obstruction still continues. Wheat for Khorasan has bee 
held up at the Russian railhead at Shahrud, and interference at Kazvin has beo 
So consistent that wheat from Hamadan and other western districts has to com 
by the long route via Arak, thus wasting badly-needed motor transport and 
adding to the congestion of north-bound traffic on the railway. Until the last 
few days no wheat had come in from Azerbaijan. the local Government has done 
Hothing to collect wheat in centres from which it could be easily transported 
Tehran (or alternatively seized by the Russians). and winter is now upon us 
taking transport in many districts impossible. ‘The Persian Minister for Food 

ix himself gone to Tabriz to try to relieve the situation, and British a 
lorries are carrying back loads of wheat from Azerbaijan southwards, 

, 16. Meanwhile Tehran has consumed practically all the stocks ayailable 
in the vicinity, has nearly exhausted the possible surplus from Arak. the only 
‘urplas area free from fear of Russian interferonce, and has been several times on 
the verge of starvation. The promise of the Allies to import 25,000 tons of wheat 

hegin to be effective for two months or more, The army is londing 1,500 

flour from its own stocks and efforts are being made to rush up from Basra 
3.500 tons of barley promised from Iraq in September and October hut only naw 
‘in sight, and rice is beginning to come in from the north; but the task of the 
American Food Adviser, whose enervies are almost entirely absorbed in the 
Problem of Tehran's bread supply, will not be an enviable one for the next throw 
Months. 


Polish Refugees. 
17. The unfortunate deterioration of the currency and food situ 
Persia has made the Persians regard the Polish rofu 
growing disfavour. In Tehran there are still 19,000 and it is calculated that this 
fan afdition of about 8 per cent. to those inhabitante'of Tehran rho have @ 
ropean standard of feeding. In order to ease the pressure of Polish buying 
on prices and supplies of food-stufis. a scale of rationing has now heen agi 
with the Poles themelves, the representatives uf Merra, the Anv 
{und the Persian authorities, including Mr- Sheridan, the American Adviser tothe 
Ministry of Food, and it 18 hoped that this will serve to take some of the sting 
‘out of Persian criticisms, thongh there is a movement to increase the intended 
ations slightly on the ground that it is insufficient to maintain in health people 
debilitated by two and a half years of malnutrition, Meanwhile an’ ever- 
inoreasing number of British and American personnel is coming here and there 
ure growing difficulties in finding winter accommodation for the Polish refugees. 
T have explained in my telegrams how necessary it is from every point of 
View that ths refugees should be moved on as soon as possible—T note that my 
shared by the Minister of State and the Commander-in-chief, 


v4 





40 


Persia-raq Command. A special problem is presented by some 900 Polish Jews 
nearly all of them children, who have permission to go to Palestine. where every 
care awaita them, but cannot go there because the Tragi Government, very sensitive 
‘on the question of the Zionist policy, will not give them transit visas, 


Military Interests 


18, Owing to the dilatorimess of the Persian administration we have had to 
take direct action in taking over a number of telegraph lines essential for military 
communivations between Tehran and Bagdad, and Malayer and Andimesbk. 
informed the Prime Minister on the 19th September that it was an urgent 

tury necessity to take over these lines in accordance with article 3 (2) (b) 

he ‘Treaty of Alliance. In spite of direct representations to the Ministry 

ts, Tolegraphs and Telephones, and of conversations with the Ministry for 
ign Affairs on the subject, no progress was made for the two months daring 
which diplomatic correspondence continued. On the 18th November I informed 
the Prime Minister that I was unable to ask the British military authorities to 
postpone any longer the assumption of the essential facilities in question and that 
the military authorities would proceed to take over these lines. Other lines are 
available for civil use on the stme routes and the line from Tehran to Bagdad 
as ais a matter of fact, only been in use intermittently for the last six months, 
nd then only for short periods, owing to the inefficiency of the Persian 
administration, 

19, The Persian Government hive since informed me of their understanding 
of the importance of the question and of their regret at the delay—and also at 
the unilateral action takers, T have not heard of any local incidents having been 
‘cwused by what we have done, 

20, "In the case of Mahrabad aerodrome, near Tebran, we were more 
fortunate, Although it was the last aerodroms neat Tebran at the free disposal 
of the Persian Air Force, we wore able to arrange for it to be handed over to the 
R-A.F. in return for assistance to the Persian Air Force in training their pilots, 
helping thom to effect their transfer to Isfahan, ands fe are great 
indebted to Group Captatn Creenlawy Ait Attache to ts Legation, for his skilful 
handling of these negotiations 

21. We have also muccecded in arranging for a special military governor to 
be appointed to Abadan Island. Owing to its enormons strategic importa 
soourity and administrative problenis require special treatment at Abadan. the 
new governor, Colonel Natemt, will be assisted by a British adviser, and will have 
special powers to control persons entering and leaving the area. At the same time 
the BriGish military authorities will upplement the pay: of the police, which is 
vo low that they are quite unreliable, by giving them food rations and it ix hoped 
that this, with a recent increase in the British Military Seourity Establishment 
at Abadon, will improve the situation radically. Tt is expected that it will soon be 
possible for fire-fighting training by British subjects to be made compulsory in the 
oil industry areas, 

22. Iu September it was suggested to the Persian Government that they 
should follow the example of the Tingt- Goverment’ ina ranging for premises 
required by the British military authorities to be requisitioned by the Persian 
authorities who would make the necessary agreement with the owners. After a 
delay of two months a reply was received, stating that the law did not provide for 
such an arrangement and that to try to obtain such a law from the Majlis would 
meet. with difficulty. Tt was just at this moment that the Majlis, scared by the 
British and Soviet. representations and by the Allied victories, were revealing 
wells of pro-Allied feeling which had hitherto remained hidden and His Majesty's 
Legation called attention to this satisfactory phenomenon and suggested that on 
the contrary the Majlis would presumably he delighted to show such a mark of 
enthusiasm for the Allied cause, the more so as it would tend to keep down rents. 
The quarrel between the Prime Minister and the Majlis was then at its height, 
{o.that no legislation in the sense required was to be hoped for and His Majeaty'¢ 
Lagation had to inform the Prime Minister that he-muat not be surprited if 
the British military authorities in Sultanabad were compelled. in the last resort, 
to take premises required by them for essential purposes. The Prime Minister 
asked whether we could not tell him what premises we needed, so that he might see 
what could be done. His Majesty's Minister said that he would ask for a list but 
he gave no undertaking that action would be delayed while the list was considered 
Within the last few days the billeting situation bas become acute in Tehran alo, 
Fortunately, the Prime Minister feels that his position is stronger and he hes 
promised His Majesty's Minister to obtain from the Majlis under the Double 


Urgency rule a Rent Restriction Act which will benefit all tenants and will include 
provisions for requisitioning premises required by the Allied forces, He agreed 
that if the British forces were compelled to enter into possession, before the 
passing of the proposed Act. of any of the premises for which they are at present 
Negotiating, they might do so on handing over to the owner a written undertaking 
0 pay rent on the scale to be fixed either under the projected Rent Restriction 
Act or by arbitration. The American Legation are equally interested in this 
Matter, and propose to press the Prime Minister to present the Bill before the 
Majlis without delay 
23. In two or three other cases the Prime Minister has taken advantage of 
the Jull after the storm of the Sth December to give favourable decisions on 
Juestions which had been the subject of inconclusive discussion for some time. 
In particular it is now agreed that the Persian customs authorities on the Iraqi 
border will not interfere with lorries carrying goods for the British army, to 
Prevent smuggling, such lorries will be searched by the British military. 
Authorities, who will then furnish a certificate which will serve as a pass for the 
Purpose of the Persian customs. There still remains the problem of finding the 
Means to compensate the Persian Treasury for any loss of customs dues resulting 
from the presence of British forces in Persia, #.g., where goods which woul 
Hormally have been exported and paid export dues are being consumed in Persia 
Or exported to Traq as military stores and thereby escaping customs inspection. 


American Interests. 

24. Preparations are being made to increase enormously the Amerivn 
Participation in aid to Russia, From present calculations it seems that. soon 
there will be five times as inany Americans working on railway and road tranxport: 
and ports as there are British employed at present, This should increase. the 
Volume of material delivered to Russia through Persia, On the other hand, the 
Provence of so lange a number of highly-paid foreiymerx increases the competition 
for local produce and will tend to raise prices still further. An unusual xeouril 
Problema is presented by the scheme to ron frequent American motor convoys 
and down the Bushire-Shiraz road by night as well as by day. It has been Inidl 
down that none of the Americans in Persia are to be combatant troops, and that 


security for this road (as elsewhore in Persia) is to be enstited by the British 
military authorities, who naturally do not. wish to employ valuable combatant 
troops to guard communications: the question thus becomes mainly political 


25. The closest co-operation is maintained with the American Legation and 
the American advisers to the various departments—sipplies, gendarmerie. and 
police. As the United States share in the war effort in Persia increases, mone 
and more American experts are attached to the American Legation, and all the 
help and information that His Majesty's Legation can afford is placed nt thely 
isporal. The Americans appear to be gratified by the proposal of His Majesty's 
Minister, which has been acted upon, that, in addition to the British, American 
and Persian members of the Road Transport Board, a second. American, 
Mr. Kidd, as Lease-Lend representative, shall always be preseut at the necting 

24._ The Persian Government are pleased at the greater share which the 
United States is taking in this country, as they consider it an additional guarantee 
of their independence and integrity; but before agreeing to the replacement af 
the British staff on the railway by Americans they wish to have the written ween 
of the British and Russian representatives in Tehran, Ours has beet given, the 
Soviet Ambassador. though glad to hear of the specding-up of aid. t> Res 
Which the advent of large numbers of Americans is to secure, is awaiting instruc 
tions from Moscow before giving any assurance on thix subject. 


Soviet Interests. 


i it are, they 

this. does not. prevent 

Taddayyun, whom the 

Putting the strongest "pressure 

ipplies to pass from the Russian ‘zone. to 

secure grain and other food supplies from the Persian 
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Government, or squeezing the Persian Government to sign two highly 
disadvantageous agreements—one financial, the other about the use of the 
armament factories. The last-minute help from the Soviet Ambassador 
undoubtedly contributed largely to the solution of the currency crisis—a crisis 
ent had adopted the same 
The Soviet authorities now 


Internal A ffairs. 


28. The whole of Persia ix nuflering from the paralysis which political 
orises in the Spal always spread throughout the country. The Kermanshah 
area in particular has suffered, and it has s0 far proved impossible to secure a 
Governor-General who would be likely to instil energy into the Administration 
It is in Fars, however, that the effect of weakness in the Central Government bas 
teen most clearly shown. Puffed up by flattery from German agents and also, 
there is good reason to believe, by encouragement from General Zahidi, 
Nasir Khan tried to secure recognition by the Persian Government as head of 
all the Qashgai—a fantastic claim, The Prine Minister has consistently resisted 
this claim and, indeed, has refused to discuss matters unless Nasir comes, to 
‘Tehran, where his life would be protected hy a Government guarantee nnd his 
claims ‘would be discussed, The Governor: 


arrest and 
to secure the best possible terms 
ron th age suggests a slight weakening of 
his position 
20. ‘The Persians lament the danger from Russia, but there is no indication 
whatsoever that any of them realise that the best defence is a Administration 
and a contented people Corruption is almost universal» bom Iranien role 
le race. Of the American advisers struggling in this morass, Mr. Sheridan, in 
the Ministry of Food, puts his faith in one rogue after another, while 
Colonel Schwarzkopf (gendarmerie) and Mr. Timmerman (police) have no 
contracts and therefore no power. The most urgently needed. advisers, 
Dr. Millspaugh and his eight assistants, who are to work for the Ministry of 
Finance, are still awaited. It is a fairly safe prophecy that the Americans will 
be tolerated during the war, as bait for lease-lend and a defence aesiiet Rusts 
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and Great Britain, but that after the war their struggle with the vanity, jealousy 
and corruption of Persian officialdom will be very erce. 

30. General Ridley, of the United States Army, who has been engaged on 
drawing up a scheme for the reorganisation of the Persian army, has his 
Proposals now ready for presentation to the Shab. As far as they are known to 
me they are sound and reasonable. They entail the provision of certain 
equipment, notably transport and means of communication, and a considerable 
increase in the military budget to cover essential increases in pay and improve- 
ents in conditions for officers and men. Such an increase is an inevitable first 
step in any reform, since the present rates of pay of officers make dishonesty a 
necessity. It is moral reform more than reorganisation that is required in the 
Persian arm 

31, Tr lacks an ideal and an incentive; it ix rent by political intrigue and 
rotten with corruption. Schemes of reorganisation will effect little unless an 
adequately staffed American mission lias the executive authority to ensure the 
moral reform. A mission with such powers will find both support and opposition 
in the Persian army. The Shah, anxious that his control of and influenve in the 
army should be in no way restricted and shutting his eyes to, the prevalent abuses, 
4s, according to my present information, averse from giving to the officers of 
an American mission the wide powers withont which they ean achieve little. |] 
shall miss no opportunity of ehdeavouring to persuade him to do so, a9 it is 
presumably in our interests that endeavours should he made to render the Persian 
army capable at least of maintaining internal security, of protecting our lines 
of communication and of giving that physical support which is essential to any 
Government in Persia. ‘The main cause of its present inefficiency is its lack of 
the right spi 


Road Transport 


32. Thete is now operating in Persia a system of Allied control of all kids 
Of road transport and, in particular, of motor transport. For the last. two 
months an informal committee, consisting of Persian, British and American 
members, has been working on the compilation of regulations governing road 
transport and on preparing the ground for the constitution of a more formal road 
transport board with full Allied representation, Having formulated the text of 
the regulations considered necessary, the English text of which was sent to the 
Foreigi Office under cover of my despatch No, 421 E. of the 10th December, this 
committee dissolved itself to make way for a new board, which has 1 
up by the Governments concerned, with a Persian chairman, two American repre- 
es (one @ member of the American Legation and the othor the Lease-Lend 
representative), one British representative and one Russian representative. 
dition, the board has the right to co-opt ax required other persons conitiected 
with civilian road transport. 

33, The Road Transport Board has already held a number of meetings and 
is considering certain important matters requiring more or less immediate settle. 

It is now in a position, it is hoped, to exert effective control of existing 
civil transport facilities in Persia. IU is too early to say. whether this control 
will be completely effective, but it should, in any case, bring about an improvement 
in the situation. ‘The Road Trausport Board has direct control over the activities 
of the Persian Government Road Transport Department (Edareh Barbari Rah), 
which is a section of the Ministry of Supply. This department is directly 

ponsible for operating the vehicles contracted to the Persian Government, and 

also be responsible for the vehicles to be allocated to Persia under the Middle 
East civilian quota. It also controls the distribution of Persian Government tyres 
and of certain motor vehicle spare parts in short supply, such as batteries, 
sparking plogs and electric wiring. 

24° lrhe Edareh Barta Itah has a British direstor, who attends the 
weekly meetings of the Road Transport Board. The latter thus indirect 
controls already a large part of the transport working for the Persian Govern- 
ment, and this control will on ly soon to all transport in the possession of the 
Persian Government and to all lorries in private ownership. 

35. Arrangements have been made with General Headquarters, Paie, for the 
use of back-loading facilities in U-K.C.C. traneport carrying supplies to Hes 
for essential Persian civil requirements. It is hoped it this way to make the 
utmost use of all transport facilities available, whether in the service of the 
U.K. or of the Persian Government, for essential civil needs; and the Road 
‘Transport Board will maintain constant touch with the D.Q.M.G. (Movements), 
‘Tehran, to maintain the efficient use of these facilities. It is hoped, however, that 
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when the Persian Government builds up its own fleet of lorries the calls on the 
U.K.C.C. for help in providing transport will be correspondingly: reduced. At 
present it is necessary for the latter to provide transport which often conflicts 
with the needs of supplies to Russia. The more the Persian Government ean do 
for itself, the less this service will be interrupted. Similarly, it is most necessary 
that the Persian Government should have its own stocks of tyres and spare parts 
with which to maintain the vehicles under its control, and it is hoped that 
arrangements now being made by the MLE.S.C. and the agreement of General 
Headquarters, Paic, to return a number of tyres consigned to the Persian Govern: 
ment requisitioned earlier in the year will before long result in the Persian 
Government having at least the minimum of tyres and spares necessary for this 
purpose. 

Conclusion. 

36. The disorders of the 8th December have cleared the air somewhat 
‘Those who troubled the waters, or tried to fish in them, have been taken somewhat 
aback hy the courage shown hy the Qawam and the support accorded to him by 
the Allies, while the Qawam, apparently grateful for this support, has settled 
two or throe questions’ which had been discussed fruitlessly for some time, an 
has made on the Tehran wireless the first strongly pro-Ally speech made by 
Porsian since the occupation. But it must not be concluded that the danger is 
over. The Shah has been humiliated, and the fact that it is his own fault does 
not inake it any easier to bear; nor will the army cease their attempt to remain 
outside the competence of the Ministry of War and under the nominal orders of 
A Shah whom they i fact influence strongly if they do not actually control him 
‘The Deputies have been brought to order for the moment, but, like most Persians, 
they aro incurably light-minded, and they will always prefer the intoxication of 
irresponsible criticism to more useful labour on urgent unspectacular reforms. 
"The press is closed down for the moment, except for a Government sheet, and the 
Government have not yet decided what to do with the newspapers—factions and 

responsible at the beat, and, at the worst, organs of almost open blackmail, The 
proapects of the Allies in Persia are brighter as a result of the victories in North 
Africa and Russia; but the food problem, the problem of the rise in prices which 
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RW. BULLARD. 





No. 16. 
Mr. Eden to Mr. Baggallay (Moscow). 


Foreign Office, January 25, 1943. 

E Soviet Ambassador raised the currency position in Persia when he 

camo to see me this afternoon. He said that the Persian Ministers had been 
complaining to the Soviet Ambassador of our heavy currency demands. 

‘2. Lsaid that [ knew nothing of this, though I had heard of complaints of 
the Russian demands. Our currency demands were, of course, already catered 
for by the Financial Agreement which we had made with the Persian Government. 
The Ambasxador seemed somewhat taken aback at this information, and T 
undertook to send hima full written reply stating our position. In the meanwhile 
L suggested to his Excellency that it might well be that the Persians were at 
their time-honoured game of playing our two countries off against each other 

am, &e 
HONY EDEN. 
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1B 4017/7/38) No. 17. 
ir R. Bullard to Mr. Eden.—(Recrived February 19.) 


(No. 23. Confidential.) 

_ HIS Majesty's representative presents his compliments to His Majesty's 
Principal Secretary of State for Eorvign fairs and has the bonour to treasmit 
herewith a copy of Six-Monthly Political Situation Report by His Majesty's 
Consulate-General, Meshed. 


Tebray, Janwary 13, 1943. 


Rnclosure in No. 1 


Convul-General Skrine to Sir R. Bullard, 
afidontial,) 
Sir, Meshed, January 5, 93, 
1 HAVE, the honour to forward herewith my political appreciation report 
for East Persia for the half-year ending December 1942. 
2 A copy of this despatch ix being forwarded to the External Affairs 
Department of the Government of Thdia under printed letter No. 7. 
T have, &e. 
CoP. SKRINE, 


Sub-Enclosure in No, 17. 
(Confidential) 
Monthly Political Situation Report. 


THE dominating feature of the period under review was the catastrophic 
fall in the value of the rial measured in commodities. The cost of living: at 
Moshed, which in June 142 had already risen 200 per cent, compared with 1936, 
by December stood at 620 per cent. Several different factors contributed to this 

inquieting state of affairs :-— 


(1) The poor harvests of 1940 and 1941, resulting partly from climatic 
causes, partly from short sowings due to insecurity and. official 

ity 

(2) Hoarding and profiteering, not only in wheat, but in other local products 
and in imported commodities, the supply of which was short owing to 
war conditions. 

(8) Lack of confidence in the stability of the curreney, due partly to fear of 
invasion and the overthrow of the present régiine, partly to memories 
of the collapse of the rouble and ether, aurrecies fer the Iast war. 

(4) The plethora of money caused by the Allied Governments’ huge purchases 

of supplies and payments for services, which inctease the purchasing 
power of all classes except the lowest and necessitated a steady 
Increase in the note issue. 


Axis Fifth Column and “* whispering campaigns” undoubtedly exploited (1) 
and (2) and contributed largely to (3). The result was increasing distress among 
the masses, both in the towns and in the villages, combined with the stendy 
ceurichment of those classes, official, land-owning and mercantile, who had the 
handling of commodities in bulk. ‘The odium for this state of affairs was, as 
usual, cleverly fastened upon the shoulders of the Jews, the Russians, the British 
the Poles, anybody but the Persians themselves, 

Chief among the officials who benefited were those of the Finance and 
Economic (now Food) Departments, who collected taxes and customs dues and 
controlled the collection and distribution of grain, cloth, sugar and tea. In 
collusion with the less scrupulous landowners, merchants and industrialists they 
created artificial searcities, manipulated prices, and indulged on a large scale the 
national passion for speculation and profiteering. Other notable ber iaries of 
the administrative system developed under the late Shah were the officers of the 
army, gendarmerie and_ police are the Pretorian Guard of the 
bureaucracy, and they pay themselves liberally for the protection they afford 
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Credit must be given to certain high officials, including the Governor. 
General, Ay d for their attempts to improve the standards of 
ministration and reduce corruption. Ayba Mansour worked extremely hard, 
te of poor health. and it was undoubtedly due mainly to his firmness and 
ght, that major disturbances were avoided. ‘The Farmandari of Meshed 
continued to be held by Agha Ali Rukni, a friendly but weak and timid scion of 
the Qajar clan. Among the heads of departments Agha Fiuzat, Director of 
Fdueation, was notable tor his high principles and careful supervision of the 
educational establishments of Meshed, which include a teachers’ teaining college, 
a technical college and two high schoola 

Distress in the rural areas was reflected in. and partly caused by, the 
prevalence of raiding by bands of marauders, some of whom came from across 
the border, but the majority from the wilder mountain regions of North-West and 
South-East Khorasan, In'September there was a recrudescence of raiding on the 
Meshed-Turbat-i-Haidari section of the Bubidan Road, which had been 
reasonably safe since the defeat of Saulat-us-Saltaneh’s rebels in February, and 
there were several serious incidents involving lorries of the United Kingdom 
Commercial Corporation, Under pressure from His Britannic Majesty's 
Consul-General the strength of the gendarmerie was increased and some local bad 
characters rounded up, but raiding continued, and it became necessary to close 
the dangerous seetions of the road to all trafic after dark. Meanwhile, among 
the hill villages the gendarmerie, while making a show of waging ceaseless war 
against the raiders who blackmail and loot the villagers, continued to act in 
collusion with the outlaws and share their booty, 

In the towns the chief preoccupation, as stated above, was the ruinous 
increase in the cost of living. In spite of the good harvest in June and July and 
the existence of ample food mapplies, even allowing for the quantities sent to 
‘Tehran (see below), the working clames wore as under-nourished and ill-elad as 
ever owing to the fact that the rise in wages did not keep pace with that of prices 
‘hero wns i is true, no actual shortage of brend, but the poor quality of the 
adulterated product sold to tho lower clasor at the controlled price of 6 rials 
per Tabrizi man of 3 kilog. caused much indigestion and consequent discontent 
At the same time, unlimited quantities of wheat seemed to be available for the 
baking of fine bread and enkes for the middle and upper classes, who had more 
money to burn than they had had since the last war and, in spite of the exorbitant 
pricas of which they complained, scrambled for everything that came on the 
market. The price of * free "” bread rose during the half-year from § to 18 rinls 
per Tabriai man or from Ly. 4d. to 2s. 10d. per pound 

Collections by the Economic (now Food) Department of wheat, barley and 
other food-stufls during the half-year amounted to 19,500 tons, of which some 
12,000 are alleged. to have been consunmied in Meshed and certain smaller towns 
‘and 4,000 sent to Tebran, mostly on U.K.C.C. lorries 2.500 tons of barley have 
‘lo teen supplied to the Russian Government by the local administration 
Under orders from the Food Adviser at Tehran, the local representative of the 
Food Ministry, a notoriously corrupt official called Dehimi, is pressing on with 
the collection of food-stuffs, both for despatch to Tehran and for the sustenance 
of the towns. He promises to collect another 7,500 tons, of which 5.500 are 
earmarked for the capital, in addition to what has already been sent. Tt ix better 
not to enquire too closely into the methods by which he and hix associates, the 
chief hoarders, propose to produce these quantities and the rates at which they 
intend to remuncrate themselves, 

‘The demands of Tehran on the surplus wheat of Khorasan accentuated the 

ing discontent and gave an outlet to strong regionalism in the local press 
ivate conversation. Agitators had no difficulty in persuading the public 
rasan is being squeezed dry to feed a vast influx of Poles, British and 
other foreigners at the capital, A “secret” society calling itself the 
Hizb-i-Paikar-i-Milli (National War party) eame into existence in August on 
the first anniversary of the Anglo-Russian occupation, and conducted throughout 
the rest of the year a whispering campaign against the Persian bureaucracy and 
the Allied nations who supported them. It occasionally came out with strongly. 
worded leaflets abusing particular officials, until the events of the 8th December 
at Tehran frightened the Jocal administration and brought their wrath upon the 
hd of the Hizb, The leaflet cated to appen, and the secretary came running 
round to His Majesty's Consul-General fur Allied support! Freedom of speec! 
is.a plant of delicate growth in Persia, 
in striking contrast with the prevailing discontent and wretchedness in the 
north, the people of Birjand and the Qainat, a more barren and arid region than 
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Khorasan proper, cultivated their lands in comparative contentment and 
Prosperity. This was chiefly due to their respect for and confidence in Sarkar 
jmiz, Mobamed Ibrahim Khan Alem, formerly entitled  Sbankat-ul-Mulk 
hereditary grand seigneur of the district. The Shaukat signalised his return to 
Birjand in January 1942, after seven years’ absence enforced by the late Shah, 
by emptying his own wheat ambars to Teed the towns. Thenceforward his main 
Rececypation was to collect and distribute the scanty food supplies of the district 
fairly and to obtain further stocks from Zabul and India, This region was the 
‘only one in East Persia in which the landowners and peasants gave up their grain 
willingly at the old official price to feed the towns, simply because they were paid 
in full and knew that the grain would not be sold on the black marker. Needless 
fo say, the Shaukat did not allow the Economic Department officials to have 
anything to do with either the collection or the distribution of wheat in his area 
Relations between the consular establishments, the Imperial Bank of Tran, 
the United Kingdom Commercial Corporation and the numerous British military 
officers working in the area, on the one side, and Persian officials and non-official, 
on the other, were on the whole excellent. "Little anti-foreignism was noticeable. 
Guhl perhaps among the more bigoted mullas,. The Governor-General from the 
Pulset actively discouraged anti-ally talk and intrigue, and Meshed "' society '” 
followed his lead in exchanging hospitalities with His Majesty's Consul General 
and other members of the British community. The American, missionaries 
continued to carry on their medical and other benevolent work with tact and skill, 
Fiid.te be a. valuable asset to the Allied cause On the whole, the anti-British 
fooling, which was widespread at the beginning of the year, was much less in 
evidence ‘luring ite second balf; even before the war news beyan to get | 
the policy of the Public Relations Bureau, Tehran, and the Central Publicity 
itive, New Delhi, has undoubtedly borne fruit: even if not more than a stall 
Proportion of the seed falls upon wood ground, the mere fact that we are obviously 
fying to cultivate the goodwill of Persians and study theit tastes haa a soothing 
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(EB 1916/1/94) No, 18. 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Eden.—(Receined March 8,) 
(No. 31.) 
Sir, Tehran, January 26, 1943. 
I HAVE. the honour to inform you that the Supplementary. Financial 
cement between the Government of the United Kingdom and the Imperial 
Porsian Government (of which the text was approved in your telegram No, 1542 
of 1942) was signed at the Ministry for Foreign Affairs by the Imperial Minister 
for Foreign Affairs and by myself at noon on the 25th January, 1943. 
2 Thave the honour to forward to you herewith the following documents :-— 


(@) The signature copy of the English text of the agreement 
(d) The signature copy of the Persian text. 

(e) Two certified copies of the English text 

(A) Three additional copies of the English text 


3. ‘The Tmporial Government has been informed that His Majesty's 

ament will be unable to deliver any further quantities of gold under the 

terms of the two Financial Agreements until after both agreements have been 
ratified by the Majlis. Texpect that ratification will take place shortly. 

4, T am sending a copy of this despatch (together with a copy of the 
english text of the agreement) to His Majesty's Ambassadors at Bagdad, Cairo 
and Ruibyshev;, to the Minister of State, Cairo; to the Office of the Minister of 
Stato in Bagdad; and to the Government of India, 

T have, &e 
RW. BULLARD, 


Eneloaure in No. 18 


Financial (Supplementary) Agreement between the Government of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the Imperial Persian 
Government 


tof the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 
roland and the Imperial Persian Government; 

Having in mind the provisions of the Financial Agreement entered into 
between the two Governments on the 26th May, 1042 (hereinafter referred to as 
“the Main Agreement ''); and 

Desiting further to facilitate financial transactions between Persia and 
countries within the sterling arew 

Have appointed plenipotentiaries to conclude an agreement for the purpose; 

Who, boing duly authorised by their respective Governments, have agreed as 

lows 


Anmicye 1 


‘The following amendments shall be made in the text of the Main 
Agreement 


(4) In article 10, én the phrase 40 per cent. shall be convertible into gold,” 

the words “60 per cent.”” shall be substituted for the words “40 per 
pat herent the said phrase eras peers 

(0) In patageaph (2) of article 10, and in paragraph (2) of article 15, 1 
Nord’ quarter’ shall be sabetituted for the word "half-year 
wherever the last:mentioned word occurs. 

(c) In article 8 the words "*the total of the balances so established “* shall 
bo substituted for the words “the total visible balances «1 
cestablished,”” 


Annie 2 


Article a of the eect Barret tort i eres atrarate have had oe 
as though the provisions of paragraph (a) of article 1 of this agreement had 
applied from the date of Commensement of the Main Agrecment. 
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In witness whereof the undersigned plenipotentiaries have signed the present 
agreement and have affixed thereto their seals, 


Done at Tehran, in duplicate, on the 25th day of January, 1943, in 
English and Persian, both texts being equally authentic. 
On behalf of the Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland 
RW. BULLARD, Fi 
His Majesty's Encoy Extraordinary and Minister 
Plenipotentiary in Persia, 


On behalf of the Imperial Persian Government 
M, SAED, 
Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Imperial 
Persian Government 


(B 1775/38/34) No, 19. 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Eden—(lecvived March 27.) 
{fo %0) 
ir, Tehran, February 2%, 1943, 

THE, vote of confidence in the new Prime Minister, M. Soheily, and his 
Cabinet on the 21st February affords a convenient opportunity for 
main outlines of the recent Cabinet crisis which has formed the, subje 
series of recent telegrams ending with my telegram No. 198 of the 2ist Fobranry 

T summarise below the principal political events which have happened since 
ee ‘es Sultaneh's position began to become difficult, in the middle of January 
last, 

2. Since the disorders of the Sth December, 1942, it became increasingly 
evident that relations between the Shah and Qawam es Sultanch were going 
from bad to worse. The Shah appeared determined to direct and control the 
army, and to interpret literally the constitutional principle that he was the 
Commander-in-Chief of his forces. The Prime Minister, on the other hand, 
Yas determined to asert and establish the principle of ministerial reaponnib 
for all Ministries, especially the Ministry of War, and be had not long pre 
Announced his intentis full powors from the Majlis, enabling. hin 
Assume personal responsibility for the current business of the country. ‘That 
Proposal, however, provoked strong opposition not only from tho Majlis but from 
the Court and it was not followed up. Tt was clear that such political manoeuvring: 


for power caused great ineficiency and « guneral slowing down of the administra- 


tive machine. Throughout this time my Soviet and American colleagues and 1 
Supported the Prime Minister, and T endeavoured to effect a reconciliation between 

Qawam es Sultaneh and the Court , de 
3. Thad reason to hope on the 19th January that a reconciliation had indeed 
taken place and that the Prime Minister would introduce new blood into his 
Cabinet at the instigation of the Shah. Two days later he introduced to the 
Majlis the following new Ministers: Jawad Ameri at the Ministry of Justice 
finstead of the Interior); Farajullah Bahramy at the Ministry of the Interior 
fuhsin Rais at the Ministry of Pasts and Telegraphs: Ali Mutamedi at the 
Ministry of Communications; and Nasrullah Intizam at the Ministry of Health, 
He also announced that Allahyar Saleh would become Minister of Finance on 
his return to Persia from the United States, At the same time the Prime Minister 
tabled a Bill establi istry of Labour and National Economy, to which 
ppointed. The Majlis did not receive this 

fram was well adv 


Mutamedi nd Intizam) were 
quence looked on with some 
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to ministerial rank. The Prime Minister thereupon introduced a Bill designed 
o abrogate the law of the 22nd Tir, 1306, that no Deputy could be appointed a 
Minister without resigning and waiting for three months, but that attempt to 
buy over the Majlis merely succeeded. in raising acute jealousy betwe=n. rival 
Deputies who longed for ministerial rank, and the Bill was soon referred to a 
commission and shelved. ‘The well-known politician Tadayyan expressed the 
jon that the country. was heading for chaos, and needed a strong hand 
real power, put the Majlis and the Shah in their proper places and tack 
gent problems such as the stabilisation of- prices and the supply of bread. 
istead of struggling with political intrigues 

5. Meanwhile the new Minister of the Interior, Farajullah Bahramy, wae 
the cau 4 fresh crisis between the Prime Minister and the Shah. On 
2ud Fe he had taken two of the new American advisers to an audience 
With the Shah, On coming ont of the room, he found the Prime Minister waiting 
for him i a furious tempor. -Qawam es Sultaneh reproved him sharply for going 
direct h without informing his chief, and told the Minister that. he 
should resign. Bahramy replied very impertinently, saying he would not resign 
it was for the Prime Minister to resign. The Prime Minister then went to the 
Shah and offered to resign if Farajullah Bahramy did not, bat the Shalt eatacad 
to accept the resignation of either. ‘The net result was to increase the coolness 
which had existed for'so long between the Shah and the Qawam, and it. wae 
evident that the Court hoped that the Prime Minister would seon fall and be 
replaced by Sa’ed, the Minister for Foreign Affairs. A further eause of {rietion 
arose out of a remark made to the Shab by the Minister-designate for Portugnt 
(Javad Sineki) during his farewell audience: Sineki had augyested to the Shah 
that His Majosty should take a direct and perscnal interest in appointments made 
to foroign posts this reached: the ears of the Prime Minister, who, according 
to the Court, twisted the story round and made it appear that the Shah was ones 
‘mors endeavouring to interfere in the adminisration of the country. 

6. Meanwhile the Majlis on the 4th February, endeavoured by « snateh 
vote to make the appointment of head of the National Bank dependent on the vot 
of tho Majlis, the effect of which would be to remove from the post Abul Hama 
Ebtehaj, who hnd only recently been selocted for that position by the Qawany--an 
appointment which wax raxurded as extremely suitable by almost all ‘rexpansible 


Perwons ib Tehran, Ax Ebtahaj, although intensely nationalintic, ix belleved to 
he friendly to us, the action of tho Majlis was to some extent an attack on ws, an 
Yall as on the Prime Minister. ‘The Shah spoke once more of dismissing the 
Majlis, provided that ho could obtain a Prime Minister ‘whom he could. trust 


and sounded ine on the subject of the return of Taqi-Zadeh and of the appoint 
ment of Ali Mamour to the post of Prime Minister if Taqi-Zadeh could. mot 
come, | My Soviet collaague and I atdeavoured to settle the quarrel between Qawan) 
ind the Minister of the Interior, without success ! 

7. On the 7th February the Prime Minister succeeded in obtaining a vote 
of confidency of 83 votes to 42 from the Majlis. ‘This somewhat surprising result 
rae recured partly by the Prime Minister's acceptance of the Bill concerminge 
head of the National Bank, and partly by political manipulation and. promicn, 
of favours to the Majlis Deputies, Quwam was always inclined to regard sees 
in political manguvre as more important than wood administration * on the other 
fat. since he was opposed by the Shah and Inad little support from the people, 
i wax natural that be should try to win over the Majlis. He made'a long 
in the Majlis on the 10th February: which amounted to an emphatic nacetion 
oof the Prine Minister's duty of administering the affairs of the country withege 
intorforence by the Shah. He continued to press for the adoption of his 
enable Deputies to become Cabinet Ministers without a three months’ wag 
support his plea he quoted article 32 of the Annex to the Constitution, which 
reads; “Tf a Depaty applies for a post in any Government organism, his paris 
mentary functions thereby lapse, and he ean only take part in the business of 
the Majlis if he resigns the post in question and is reelected for some electoral 

ituency.”' This article, argued the Prime Minster, had hitherto been helt 
to include candidate for Positions in the Cabinet, whereas ie maintained that it 
meant only civil service posts. He stated in the course of his speech that the ten 
pancod during the Inte despotic régime had wot been in nccordance with the spirit 
Of democracy and that the next Legislature might do well to revise even the 
Constitution. ” His appeal had little effect on the Deputies, while the Shek 
rofessed to detect the most sinister designs in the reference to a revision of ake 

netitution |The Prime Minister went on with his attempts to complete bic 
Cabinet, and hoped on the 11th February to persuade Sobeily. Hikmat and Baer 


Government. On the following day, however, they refused his 
Homes Cid WS tency: rtus Minise eurtaiad Ue rated to Court 
tutr:gues ‘The Soviet Ambassador did his best to help the Qawam, and even sent 
message to Tadayyun to the effect that the Soviet Government no longer had 
ny objection to his joining the Government. Bases 

5. On the 13th February, I understand, the Majlis Deputies selected one 
GE peeis dumber named Fubar to inform the Prime Minister that he ao longer 
jority i fajlis, and Qawam resigned - 
a Astin altel: BUM toe ot ue a lis 1ebecame evident that Soh 
Far tle favourite candidate of the Deputies: be obtained. 72 votes against 18 
for Sa’ed, and a deputation waited on the Shah to inform him of that fact. The 
‘Shah informed them that he would have preferred Sa’ed, the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, as Prime Minister, and asked them to think it over, but this had no effect 
On the 15th February Sobeily formed a Government and he introduced it to the 
Majlis two days later, the members being as follows : 
His Excellency M. Ali Sobeily: Prime Minister and Ministor of the 
Interior. 4 f 
His Excellency M. Muhammad Sa’ed Maraghai: Minister for Foreign 
His Preellency M. Sayyid Muhammad Tadayyun; Minister of State, 
y in i inegice of Salt " 
is Excellency M. Amanallah Ardalan : Minister of Health. 
His Es cellency M. Ali-Asghar Hikmat: Minister of ustice. ie 
Hix Excellency M. Mahmud Bader: Minister of Commerce, Industry 
and Mines. 
Hix Excollency M. Andul Hussein Hajhir> Minister of Roads 
Hie vcalenc, Marshal-Amie- Ahmadi Minister for War 
His Excellency M. Ali Akbar Siassi : Minister of Education. ’ 
His Excellency M. Nasrallah Intizam: Minister of Posts and 
‘Telegraphs. : : 
His Excdlesey M. Allabyar Saleh Minister of Finance 
He objained a vote of confidence by a lan raorly 

wam retired to his estates at Lahijan_ and en 1 

torrent of abuse and ealumay ever since he left fica” His princips asain 
Mee eee eas (mar be bebaid be eeght to wal are conbased wich 
ber. Demands that he should be u 

hay aerate been found that he himself was responsible for the Doce 
norders. ‘These critics are eareful not to remind their readers that the aviny 
‘and the police made no serious effort to stop the disorders until they nd 
continued for some hours, and none whatever to prevent the Prime Minister's 


— 1 reali to imagine that the new Cabinet of Soheily can last longer 


disappointing to find that the Government of 

Quiram 6 Scltanch, who showed hinpelt toe « man of ener, atari 
juali lh shown in his firm treat 
inorder of Deen) sho lst np mu Hoge than abc outs I mn 
ie urged against him that he was old-fashioned, that he tried to do too much 
imaelf withont reference to his Ministers, and that be made certain very unwise 
aid unsuitable appointments. On the other hand. be was the Brat Prime Minister 
come ly on the side of the Allies; he made some v 
moot p isi Young men (for instance, A. H. Ebtehaj at the Natio fi atk, 
Mannchehr Eghbal Ministey of Health, Dr. Sinasi at the Ministry of 
Education and Hajhir at the Ministry of Industry), At the end, ele 
lost his grip to some extent and failed to accomplish, any sucoesaful political 
manipulations, and, having lost the support of both Majlis and Court, he ha 
ai ee The prolonged crisis which have described appara to have Ba signi 
fcance as far as ether internal or external policy are concerned, tog new 
Prime Minister has been shown to be a less forceful saan shan bis reascoqect ee 
is unlikely to show moch firmness in bandling the Majlis or the pres. To spite 
cf all our representations, both Qawam and Soheily have faile assay 
10 disgorge their grain and to prov 
the past to force landlords and hoarders t beir grain and to provide 
bread for the people, and, were it not for the pressure of the Amerioan-sevisrs, 
the ontlook would be a8 hopeless a it was this time last year. The fact is that 
Reza int of Persia has been in the hands 

re ere atl clinic of petons who carry on a class goveroment jn their awa 
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interest. Many people, including the Shah, fear that at some futui 
i , he Shah, fear that at some future time the 
Present state of alfairs, if i¢ continues, may lead to some popalar outburst, in 
Which the whole régime may be swept away: and some people even suggest that 
the Soviets support the present régime for that reason. I doubt if we have to 
look for anything so Machiavellian at present: the fact is that the autocratic 
methods of Shah Reza discouraged the entry of capable and honest young men 
into administrative and political life, and it may be several years before new 
personalities are trained to fill the vacuum which Sbah Reza created 

18. It is my hope that the appointment of American advisers may hasten 
this process. Meanwhile, it is encouraging that, whatever fears there may be as 
| pe rae Zee cna enudescies and however blind his trust in men 

hey are only military officers, his suggestions for Cabi i 
if Sey are only militar uggestions for Cabinet appointments have 
to Meu tm sending copies of this despatch to the Minister of State at Cairy, 
0 Minbranch, PA.LC., the Government of I D jesty’s 
Ambassador at Kuibyshev ate peal teas 

T have, &e 
RW. BULLARD, 





(B) Tehran Intelligence Summaries, 
[B 110/110/34) No. 20, 


Sir R, Bullard to Mv. Bden—(Received January 6, 1943) 


(No. 418) 

1; HES Majesty's represontative presents his compliments to His Majesty's 
Principal Secretary of State for Foroign Affairs, and has the honour to tr 
herewith a copy of Intelligence Summary No. 49 for the period of the 2a 
8th December, 1942, compiled by the military attaché to thin legation, 


Tehran, December 8, W942. 


Enclosure in No. 
(Secret.) sete Sse 
Military A ttache’s Intelligence Summary No. 49 for the Period 
December 2-8, 1942 


Persia ire 
Political, seein 
AS is usual when the early fi t is expected, paralysis is 
Aflecting the Adiitistration. ‘The Prime Minster te evotisy mos ot his time 
to endeavouring to placate leaders of Majlis parties and individual Depaties 
th doubtful success. Inside and outside the Majlis there is considerable 
hostility to him, and there are many who are determined to bring about his 
downfall. A reconstitution of Governinent which would introduce certain leaders 
of Majlis parties into the Cabinet is under consideration, but it is as yet doubtful 
whether that will re-establish the Prime Minister. The situation is approaching 
a climax whore either the Prime Minister or the Majlis must go. 

2. The new members whom the Prine Minister is thinking of introducing 
into his Cabinet are the Deputy Sheik Ali Dasbti (M.A. 75; E.0. 50), a: noiey 
demagogue, now one of his “most violent opponents; Murteza’ Quli Bayat 
(HA, 65; F-0. 90), a. Vice-President of the Braslisy Tadayyan (ALA. 288% 

©, 207), Minister of Education in Ferughi's Cabinet, It is doubtful whether 
‘any of these will be willing to serve under the t Prime Minis : 
all candidates fot his post Phas sere tems ie re 


Economic. 


8. An agreement has been signed whereby the British and American Govern. 
ments undertake to supply Persia’s deficiencies in wheat until the next harvest 
subject to the fulfilment of certain conditions. ‘These are that the Persian 


Government will put into effect all proposals made by the American adviser to 
the Ministry of Food for the prevention of hoarding, and the introduction of 
Fationing, and also all proposals made by the Joint Road Transport Board for the 
control of transport. If, after the application of these measures, the Minister 
of Food, the American Adviser to that Ministry, and the American and British 
Ministers agree that the amount of wheat available in Persia is insufficient for 
the minimum needs of the population until the next harvest, then the British and 
American Governments will, within the limits of their powers, import sufficient 
wheal to make up the deficit Persian Government is responsible for the 
distribution of the existing stocks of wheat in Persia, making up deficits in one 
area from surpluses in another, ax long as stocks are available. The British and 
American Governments undertake to assist, within the limits of their powers, 

transport for the distribution of wheat, provided that they are satisfied that 
available transport is being used to the best advantage. 

In a letter attached to the agreement the British and American Ministers 
Undertake to arrange forthe import of 25,00 tous of wheat with the leat possible 

la 
{ a press conference the Prime Minister stated that he estimated that the 
deficit of wheat before the next harvest would be 130,000 tons. ‘This is reliably 
‘considered to be a considerable over-estimate. 

4. On the whole, the wheat situation shows little improvement, ‘The 
increase in the official buying price has not produced notably greater suppli 
The purchase of wheat on Government account is wow being effected by special 
‘agents of the Ministry of Food and no longer by officials of the Economic Depart 
ment of the Ministry of Finance, Tn a few cases action has been taken against 

ders. A warning bax been published in the press that it is intended to apply 
the Anti-Hoarding Law with full rigour. Mr. ‘Timmerman, the American adviser 
to the police, has been charged with the application of the law, 

5. Tehran hax for some days had insufficient bread to feed it population. 
Supplies of wheat expected from Shahrnd have been detained by Russian troops 
in spite of the transporting lorries having been provided with the form of pass 
agreed upon with the Russian authorities Bread rationing ia to be introduced 
6n the 22nd December and a census for the purpose of issuing ration cards is to 
tako place during this week. ‘This may enstire « more equitable distribution of 
available supplies The ration is to be 800 grammes for a working man, 
200 zrammes for a child, 400 graarmes for others 

6. Tho American Adviser to the Ministry of Kod at a recent press con. 
ference said that 65. per cent, of the needs of the Allied forves, in food wore 
imported. Previously one of the principal causes of high prices ad been 
competition between contractors and agents buying for the British forces, This 
had now been eliminated, ax it had been agreed that British troops would 

rehnse their requirements through the Ministry of Food and its agencies, Only 
foon-stulis surplus to the needs of the Persian nation would be bought. | Prices 
of foodstuffs had dropped 15 to 20 per cont, in the last ten days. He also 
announced that anyone holding more than 5 tons of wheat would be treated as. 
hoarder and that 20 per cent, of the value of discovered hoards would be paid 
to the informer. 

7. The Council of Ministers has issued a decree raising the wages of factory 
workers. The minimum wage is now to be double that of 1941, and factories must 
supply staple commodities to workers and their dependants at the prices 
prevailing before September 1941. . eua 

&. The Majlis has sanctioned a credit of 43 million rials to the Ministry of 
Industry, Commerce and Mines to allow of increased prices boing paid’ for 
ssugar-beet. 


Air-Raid Precautions, 

9. The Government has at last dared to call the attention of the public to 
the need for air-raid precantions. Ina statement: to the press it is said that an 
inter-departmental commission has for some time been studying the needs of the 
sitnation and has drawn up certain regulations and instructions which will shortly 
‘he communicated to the public. 


Communications. 
10. The press announces the inanguration on the 6th December of regular 
pastal services between Persia and Russia, The frequency of these services 
is not mentioned. 
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Persian Forces, 
Appointiients—Military, pte 


11—(i) Naib Sarhang Samadi to eo chanit i fe 
ane een Sarhang Samadi to command the Méchanited Brigaile vice 
(i) Sartip Baharmast to be Director of Artillery Tastrnction, 


darn Internal Seeurity, 

12. There are no further developments as regards Nasir i. is 
now probably rT : i fat t “ 

now probably waiting to see if the Government wil fall Teture tek ing on his 
future action. Meanwhile, plans are bemg made by the Persian General Staft 
for operations against him by four coliimns, moving on Firuzabad ftom Jahramh 
and Kavar, and ou Farrashband from Kazirun and Lat. Reinforcements of 
pied Eee i be et a r Isfahan and Kerman Divisidus. The 

ion 0 plans depend provision of transy ich i 

presestavailable from Persian sourees wn OF fF#RSBOF, Which xo wt 


Lurestan, 


13. The area of the railway between 
disturbed. Officers from the gendarmerie and 
wnt to the affected area to deline 
and. the army. Since the se} 


Khuzestan, 


14, Hin, Majesty's Consul-General has succeeded in ar traces 

teen iain Aan henna secede iy arin dr 

oaths tht existing tribal differences. will he settled by negotiation before the w 

Of that period. ‘The local Persian military commander has agreed {recommend 
‘ersian Government that i Id 0 

Fights ofthe Boni Turaf to certain lands," H* APBotHtd to etl the 


Russian Affairs 
15. The Soviet authorities are pressing the Per 
contract forthe manufacture Of arma which wus reported Summary Novia, 
Paragraph 11. Tho Persian Government is hesitating, firstly, because it fonre 
that it would lead to Russian conttol not only of their factories but of the sources 
of raw materials required, ‘The contract stipulates that the Persian Government 
Will supply to the factories the necomary raw material available in Persia, which 
inclides wood, cal, copper, saphur, lid, Secondly, because the Russians tas 
on paying in rials. “Thirdly, because it doubte its own abitity to fulfil the contract 
penalties for default are heavy, andl failure on the part of the Persian Goren 
‘ment would probably ldnd to the Russians taking control thetimelves, r 


Chinese Affairs, 

16, Mr, Othman K. H. Koo, representing the hi 
ee ett Othman KH. Koo, representing the Mubaniniadans of Chitin, has 

Tehran, December 8, 1942. 
ees 
(B 244/110/34) No. 2 
Sir R. Ballard to Mr. Eden—(Receired J 
es eam n—(Receined Janwary 2. 1943.) 

, HIS Majesty’s represéntative presents his compliménts to 

Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs and has the honour to transmit 


herewith a copy of Intelligence Summary No. 51 f 0 
2nd December, 1942, compiled by the m Stach tothe pd a 


Tehran, December 22, 1942. 





Enelosiire in No. 21 


(Secret.) 


Military Attaché's Intelligence Summary No. 51 for the Period 
Decémber Mito 22, 1942. 


Persian A fairs, 
Political : 

THANKS largely to firm action by the Military Governor, Tehran has 
calmed down and public confidence is to a large extent restored. No papers have 
teen allowed to appear, except the Government news-sheet, and the Majlis 
Femained closed until Sunday, the 20th December. Iu certain political circles the 
Prime Minister's position has been strengthened as a result of the courage and 

he is reputed to have shown in the face of the hostile demonstration 
‘The knowledge that he is supported by the Allies and may therefore remain in 
ower for some time has probably induced some of his former opponents to seek 
his favour as it has for the time being instilled. the need for caution into his 
inveterate enemies. In a broadcast, of which details are given below, he comunitter! 
himself to loyal co-operation with the Allies more definitely than any P1 
Minister has hitherto dared to do. This will undoubtedly concentrate against 
him the hostility of the many anti-Ally elements, but if he can keep the population 
fed he has-a reasonable hope of increasing the number of his supporters His 
Position is weak in that at present not only can he not count on the support of 
the army, but must reckon with active, if underground, opposition from some of 
its leaders, 

2 The Prime Minister, broadcast to the nation, claimed that 
Government had faithfully endeavoured to follow the programme he had ta 
down when he took oflice—the restoration and mnintenance of order, the provisis 
of food supplies and the preservation of Porwia’s intorests in the faith 
execution of existing treaties and loyal co-operation with the Allies, ‘The i 
tification of Persia’s interests with the Allies was a step in the right dit 
‘and hnd already had good results, ‘There was on the part of the Government 
lack of patriotism and devotion to duty, and on the part of the Allien no Inck of 
respect for the freedom and integrity of Persia. Moreover, the Allies were doing 
everything possible to supply the country’s needs in food and transport; the 
British army had given great assist " procaine wheat from their reserves 
for Tehran's bread supply, He said that 156 persons had been arrested in cot: 
nexion with the recent riots, those responsible would be punished and if more 
blood were to flow no harm would be done. Compensation would by paid to thove 
who had saffered damage. In the action that wax taken by the Goverment, he 
said)they had the benevolent sympathy of the Shah, 

8. Phere is reason to believe that the Shah is by no means reconciled to the 
continuance in power of Qavam-es-Sultaneh, and that he is still far from having 
‘cotifidence in the Prime Minister. He insisted, against the latter's judgment, that 
the Majlis should non Sunday, the 20th December, ‘The mectime wax 
uneventful; the Deputies appeared to be in chastened mood, and the: Prisie 
Minister's address, which was moderate and non-provocative, was listened to with 
Attention by the Deputies and without hostile comment, The only members of the 
Cabinet present besides the Prime Minister were the two Ministers without port- 
folio. No announcement has yet been made a# to the new composition of the 
Cabinet. ae 

‘4. Reports from the provitices show that neither the riots in Tehran nor 
the arrest of General Zahidi have bad much effect on local opinion, which ik 
concerned mostly with considerations of food and the general rise in the cont. of 
living. 

Economic. 
g Tehran in sufficient 
ply, but beyond the 1,500 tons we from 
fat source supplies are uncertain. There is a surplus of wheat and barley, 
fstimated at. 50,000 tons, available in Azerbaijan, but its arrival depends’ on 
transport being available for its collection and on. Russian goodwill. Snow is 
Tikely soon to make the work of collection more difficult, and the future bread 
supply of Tehran cannot be considered as anything but precarious 
6. Ration cards for bread were issued to alf the inhabitants of ‘Tehran on 
Friday. the 18th Decemter. 
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7. The ration of sugar per head has heen fixed for the next two months at 
400 grammes of hard and 300 grammes of soft, and of tea at 25 grammes of 
imported and 25 grammes of locally grown tea. 

8. In order to encourage the production of cotton the Ministry of Agricul- 
ture has increased the price of cotton by approximately 120 per cent. in 
comparison with last year's prices. 


Persian Forces, 


9. General Ridley has now presented his proposals for the reorganisation 
of the Persian army to the Shah. He is not suggesting any great changes ia 
fighting troops, but is proposing the organisation of communication, transport, 
supply and medical units, which are naw practically non-existent;. the temporary 
disbandment of most of the 105-mm, and 150-mm. artillery units and of the 
Mechahised Brigade; and the distribution of the available pack artillery (sixty-six 
guns) among the divisions. ‘The strength he proposes is as follows :— 


7 divisions of about 5,000 each 35,000 
8 divisions of about 6,000 each, 18,000 


‘Total fighting strength 53,000 


Recruits in depots. about 15,000 
Staffs, training schools, services and civilians paid 
from Army Budget 18,000 


Total paid from Army Budget 80,000 


He hax cotne to the inevitable conclusion that the first step in any reform ix 
ase the pay of ollicers, siny present rates of pay are far short of the 
minimum necessary for an hotiest livelihood, ‘The increases he proposes would 
raise the Army Budget to 190 million tomans 
10, Te is now possible to form some estimate of the eflect on the Porsi 
army of the arrest of General Zahidi. While few regret his disappearance or 
doubt that there were good reasons for his removal, the arrest by British troops 
‘of a Persian officer ix genorally resented by other officers. It is regarded as a blow 
to tho alteady low prestige of the Persian officer, and is conseque 
hy those whose aim it i# to improve the morale of the army. No provement 
in morale can, however, be effected without the removal of corrupt and intriguing. 
‘officers of the type of General Zabidi, and the good effect is likely considerably to 
outweigh the illefects of any temporary resentment, 
11. The press announces that Sipahbod Amir Ahmadi, the present Military 
Governor of Tehran, (see Summary No. 50/42, paragraph 4), is to be 
Minister for War. This may lead to a tussle between the Ministry of 
the General Staff. Not only are Amir Abmadi and the Chief of the Gener 
rivals and mutually antagonistic, but the constitutional issue of the relation of 
the Ministry of War to the General Stafl is likely to come to a head, for Amir 
Ahmadi, though he cares nothing for constitutions, being a commanding and 
ambitious man, is unlikely to resist the temptation of trying to establish his 
rsonal authority over the army. His appointment as Minister for Wat has 
Foon not only sppproved bot encearaged by the Shah, with what object i not yet 


clear. 


Appointments—Military. 

12,—(i) Sartip Hassan Arfa (MLA. 37; F,0. 30) to be Deputy Chief of the 
eneral Staff vice Sartip Abdullah Hidayet. % 

(ii) Sartip Muhammad Nakchevan to be Commander of the Isfaban Division, 
(Not to be confused with Sarlashkar Mubammad Nakchevan.) 

(is) Sartip Pourzand, Commander of the Azerbaijan Division, has been 


recalled at the request of the Russians, 
(iv) Sipabbod Amir Ahmadi (M.A.23; P.O, 16) has heen awarded the Order 


of Humayun, 1st Class. 
(v) Sartip Tajbaksh has heen relieved of his command of the Sth (South- 


Eastern) Divi 





Internal Securit 
Fore. sd 
13. Nasir Qashgai's brother, Khesrow (sce Summary No. 48/42, para- 
graph 13), has returned to Shiraz with a message from Nasir to the effect that he 
(Nasir) is now ready to come to Tehran if he ts given a guarantee of life and 
Property by both the British and Persian Goveraments, and that he i, moreover, 
ready to live in any place indicated by the British, provided he is allowed to take 
his family and is guaranteed one-tenth of the revenue be claims... His brother 
(Khosrow), he said, was prepared to go to Tehran to discnss a settlement. The 
Prime Minister replied that Nasir must come to Tehran himself under a 
guarantee of life. when the question of his properties would be sympathetically 
discussed. His Majesty’s Cansal at Shiraz was also authorised {0 nkeure Nasit 
that no action would be taken against his life by any British, authority. for 
anything that was past..‘The arrest of General Zahid and the departure of the 
Deputy Nowbakht from Shiraz, both supporters on whom Nasir relied, combined 
With the new lease of life given to Gavanes-Sultanch's, Governtent 
cab” petmuaded, Nasir athe tus now make the est terme 
Meanwhile, the Qashgai tribes and Fars generally are quiet. 


Azerbaijan. 
14. His Majesty's C rts fighting between groups of Kurds 
in South-Western Azerbaijan, and in Tabriz an excited tmoxphere te to the 
exhaustion of official stocks of sugar, the high cost of living and: fear that 
Aterbaijan may be denuded of wheat to feed Tehran, 


British Affairs 


Tehran, December 22, 1942 





[B 459/110/34) No, 22 
Sir R. Bullard to Mr, Bden—(Reevived Janwary 2, 1943.) 
(No. 448) 

HIS. Majesty's rvpresentative presents his compliments to His Majesty's 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs and has the honour to transmit 
herewith a copy of Intelligence Summary No. 52 of the 29th December, 1942, 
compiled by the military attaché to this legation, 


Tehran, December 29, 1042. 


Enolosure in No, 22. 
(Seeret.) 
Military A Uaché's Intelligence Summary No. 52 for the period December 28 to 20, 
1942, 


Persian A fairs, 
Political. 

1. THE Prime Minister has maintained and perhaps slightly strengthened 
his position. Certain Deputies are attempting to make their own inelusion in the 
Cabinet a condition of the support of their followers. No changes in the Cabinet 
have yet been announced other than the appointment of Sipablod Amir Ahmadi 
to the Ministry for War (see Summary No. 51/42. paragraph 12 (iv)). One of 
the Deputies has given notice of his intention to interpellate the Government on 
the matters of fon supplies, the disorders of the Sth December, and certain other 
questions. The interpellation is to be taken on the 20h December. 
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Press, 

2% No paper except the Government News Sheet has been allowed to appear 
since the Sth December, An amendment to the existing Press Law was passed by 
the Majlis which says that applicants for permission to publish papers must 
satisfy the Supreme Educational Council of their financial resources and academic 
‘and moral qualifications, so giving the Government the power to refuse a licence 
to an undesirable person. The amendment also specifies particular punishments 
for transgressions of the Inws of libel. 


Economic. 

3. For the time being the bread supply of ‘Tehran is assured. In addition to 
1,800 tons of flour from British army reserves and 3,500 tous of wheat from Iraq. 
now reaching Tehran in regular quantities, about 140 tous of wheat a day are 
‘also arriving from other areas, But supplies from the north, in spite of Russian 
promises of assistance, are uncertain, Ror example, a number of U.K.C.C. lorries 
Which had backloaded with wheat for the Persian Government from Tabriz, were 
stopped by Russian troops at Mianeh and forced to unload. Supplies in sight 
from local sources are likely to run out in 7-8 weeks’ time. Supplies from abroad 
are unlikely, as at present scheduled, to arrive in sufficient quantities to provide 
‘Tehran's monthly requirements of 7,500 tons. Lack of transport continues: to 
handicap the collection of local supplies. 

‘4, There is much discontent in Tehran with the smallness of the bread 
ration—400 grammes—allowed for those not classified as workers, and in spite of 
the Allies’ promises to make good the wheot deficit the public remains appre 
hensive., With the object of preventing the illicit adulteration by the bakers of 
wheat issued to them by Government it haa heen decided that, all bread shall 
be baked in a central bakery under municipal control and that bakers’ shops shall 
be tise for the retailing of bread oly. 

The retail price of rationed sngar hax been fixed as follows 

Per kilo, 
Rials. 
American soft agar “4 
Indian soft sugar ay 
Foreign Tump sugar a 
Locally made lump sugar 16-2 


Transport. 
6. ‘The already critical transport situation has been complicated by a 
Ruselan dnand for 1000 civilian lorries to be contracted to the Soviet Trans- 
tation Directorate, ‘These are required forthe carriage of leae-lend supplies to 
issia from railbeads in Persia, and the demand is necessitated by the reduc 
of the amount of Russian military transport in Persia owing to much of it having 
heen sent to the front, The number of lorfies required by the Russians enn only 
teebinined at a heavy cost to Pervian civil transport requirements, and even 
then only if tyres are provided. Tt is understood that about 1,00) tyres are 


supplied to the Russians from British military reserves 


Appointments—Ciwit. 
7. Hussein Ala (MLA. 11; F.0. 7), to be Minister of the Court. 


Persian Fores 
ne lo if 90 rial 
8. To compensate for the high cost of living an extra allowance of 90 rials 
‘a month has been sanctioned for ‘the police force to the 21st March, 1943, when 


the situation will be reviewed. 2 ‘ 

‘9. Mr. Timmerman, the American Adviser to the Persian Police, has as yet 
achieved but little. He is waiting to see whether the Persian Government will 
give him the executive powers for which he asks and without which, he says, he 


will not stay, 


Gendarmerie. 

10, Colonel Schwarzkopf, the American Adviser to the Gendarmerie, has 
likewise effected nothing concrete. He has travelled widely to investigate existing 
tunditions and has made plans for the reorganisation of the force and the improve: 


fhent of conditions of service. An essential reform is the provision of rations to 
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gendarmerie posts, which now have to feed themsbives as best they can from the 
hearest village, often some miles away. As their pay is entirely inadequate to 
Hay soficient Zood at. the present high prices, they are forced to dishonest 
Practices, and as food is scarce more time is spent in obtaining it than in their 
duties. For the distribution of rations to gendarmerie posts transport is required, 
which is not available. 


Appointients—Military. 
11—{i) Sartip Muhammad Hussein Amidi, to be Military Governor of 
‘Teliran, cice Sipahbod Amir Ahmadi, appointed Minister for War, 
(ii) Sartip Zarrabi, to command the Sth (South-Western) Division, ice 
Sartip Tajbaksh, relieved. 


- Internal Security. 


Property 


place of future 


13. On the Ist December a convoy of empty lorries on the Kerman~Bandar 
Abbitx road was attacked in the Gubra Pass by o band under Ali Mubiammad Ali 
of Yaz Siyah. Of six gendarmes travelling in a lorry, three were killed and (wo 
‘wounded. Their rifles were carried off by the robbers. 


Khuzestan 

14 The road between ‘Behbehan and Gach Saran, which at this tine of the 
Yer is liable to be unsafe on account af Boir Ahmadi raids, has been free from 
Incident since the strengthening of the Persian forces in that area. But between 
Gaeh Saran and Ganaweh'dn AL.O.C. lorry was held up by alleged Boir Ahmadi 
robbers, and a telephone house, 27 miles from Gach Saran, was raided and the 
orcupants beaten and robbed 


British Interests, 


15 Mr. Slater, the Australian Minister designate to Russia, has arrived in 
‘Tehran en route to Russia. 
Persian labour working for the British and American authorities 
‘some time past ben issued with wheat imported by Briti 
authoriti the latter half of November the nuimber #0 fed amounted to 
25.216 dail 
Russian Interests 
17, The Soviet Consul in Kermanshah has recently been showing int interest 
in Southern Kurdistan ‘and toembers of the cousulate have boen touring, the 
villages up to the Iraqi border. They have met several chiefs and appear to be 
nares in British policy towards the Kurds and Kurdish sentiments towards 
the Russians, 


Tehran, December 29, 1942. 


552/110/34) No. 23. 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Kden—(Received January 27.) 
(No. 18) 

_ HIS Majesty’s representative presents his compliments to His Majesty’ 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and has the honour to transmit 
herewith a copy of Intelligence Summary No. 2 for the period of the 7th to the 
12th January, 1943, compiled by the military attaché to this legation. 


Tehran, January 12, 1943. 
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Enclosure in No, 


(Secret,) 
Military A taché's Intelligence Summary No.2 for the Period Janwary 7-12, 1943. 


Persian Affairs. 
Political. 

HOSTILITY to the Prime Minister is still strong although its expression 
takes no very active form, nor has any rival candidate appeared who can claim 
any appreciable measure of popular support. ‘The Prime Minister is accused of 
being more concerned to reward his friends than to consider the interests of the 
State in the appointments he makes, and of cherishing ambitious of dictatorship, 
but much of the enmity felt towards him arises from the belief that he is bein; 
maintained in power by the Allies against the wishes of the people. ‘The Shal 
Temains suspicious and distrustful, still determined to resist any attempt on the 
part of the Government to establish any degree of constitutional authority over 
the army which would limit the right he arrogates to himself of giving orders 
to the army without consulting the Minister for War. 

2. The Shah was given a very enthusiastic reception by a crowd of about 
10,000 spectators at a foothall match between British and Persian teams in 
‘Tehran, which might indicate that attempts that bave recently teen made to 
represent him ax the champion of youth have not been without success 


Economic. 

3. A Supplementary Budget Law was passed on the 26th November, which 
gives additional credits to certain Ministries and administrations amounting to 
over 27 million rials. Among these the most important are extra credits to the 
Miniatry of Agriculture for trrigation projects of 9.800.000 rials to the Ministry 
of Education of 9 milli to the Ministry of Health for Fars, Kerman and 
the Gulf ports of 2 million rials, and to the Central Police Administration for 


available in Khorassan for movement to Tehran, and. there are certain other 
quantities available in tho districts of Hamadan and Kurdistan, bat here there 
are difficulties of transport owing to snow-bound roads, » These are the only 

juantities in view for the feeding of Tehran, and Mr. Sheridan, the American 
Hood: Adviser, is already” asking for 20,000 tons of wheat in addition to. the 
25,000 tons promised. 


Transport. 

5. A Road Transport Board, composed of British, American and Persian 
representatives, has now been formed to conteol the use of civilian motor transport 
in Persia and the distribution of tyres and spare parts with a view to ensuring 
fn the one hand that Persia has sifficient transport for essential needs, and on 
the other that motor transport is not wasted on unessential tasks. 


Press, 
6. Licences have been issued to four daily papers to recommence publication, 


Appointments—Cicil, 
7.—(i) Assad Bahadur (MA. 44), (0 be Controller of the Household at the 
Court, 
(ii) Thrabim Zand, to be Director of the Royal Palaces. 
(iii) Amanullah Ardalan, to be managing director of the Mortgage Bank 
(iv) Muhammad Ali Majd, Farmandar of Rest, to te Ustandar of the 
‘Ast Ustan. 
(¥) Ahmad Mushaikhi, Inspector in the Ministry of the Tnterior, 10 be 
Farmandar of Zinjan. 
(vi) Ahmad Salahi, Farmandar of Qum, to be Farmandar of Kermanshah 
‘and Deputy Ustandar of the 5th Ustan, 
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Persian Forces. 
Police 
8. Eight police officers of the rank of lientenant-colonel and above have been 
placed on the retired list. ‘The following appointments have hecn made 
(®) Colonel Sharif, to be head of the Information Bureau 
(ii) Colonel Arta, to be head of the Inspection Department 
(iii) Lieutenant-Colonel Turij Amin, to be acting head of the Prisons 
Department. 
(iy) Lieatenant-Colonel Hisam Vaziri, to be head of the Staff Department 
(s) Lieutenant-Colonel Jahangir, to be assistant commandant of the Central 
Police Station 
Army. 

9 Certain of General Ridley’s proposals for the reform of the army have 
been Sarees by the Shah, notably the establishment of recruit training depots 
at the headquarters of all divisions, and of supply depots independent of formation 
commanders; the temporary disbandment of field artillery units, with the 
exception ef ona regiment for Tehran, and the formation from the animals released 
of pack and draught transport units; and the immediate institution of a motor 
driving school in Tehran. General Ridley says he is well satisfied with the 
‘-operation he is receiving from the Chief of the General Staff and other Persian 
officers. It remains to be seen whether he will be qqually. satisfied when it comes 
to the execution of his plans, 

General Ridley's position is still indefinite, He has, in fact, as yet no official 
position at all, and it seems that he is in no hurry to force an issue on this. point, 

10. A new Bill to amend the Conse Law has been laid before the 
Majlis. The text has not yet been made public. A Nirpose 
led to @ crisis between the Prime Minister and the Adenwn 
(eee Summary No. 39/42, paragraph 1). 


Internal Security 
Fare 

11. Qashgai tribesmen, reported as a strong band, principally of the 
Farsimadan sub-tribe, ou the 6th January raided the Bashire-Shitaz road at 
the top of the Pir-i-Zan Pass and looted a lorry carrying sugar and pieoo-goods. 
Seven gendarmes, returning to their post on this lorry, are reported to have had 
& fight with the raiders, killed six of them and had five casualtics themselves, 
The same band attacked road labourers on the following day, killing one man. 
Whether this raid was instigated by Nazir Qushgai or not ie not yet known, but 
it would not be inconsistent with Qashgai bravado deliberately to raid the rond 
ghortly after the passage of British military recnnoitring partis, ‘Two of these 
bave revently teen up and! down the Busire Shiraz road, Nasir was recontly 
reported to be at Khunj on the extreme southern limit of the Qashgai summer 
quarters, and his brother Khostow at Kazvin, a little further north. Both these 
laces are far from the winter quarters of the main sub-tribes. "General 
FPlabakdte ie due to leave Tehran in a few days to take command of the Fare 
Division, 

12, The measures necessary to improve security on the rond from Bushine 
to Isfahan have recently been investigated in detail by representatives of His 
Majesty's Legation and of General Headquarters, Persia and Traq Fores. Unless 
British forces are to undertake protection of convoys on this road, steps will have 
to be taken to improve the efficiency of the Persian fore 


A-erbaijan 

13. Unconfirmed reports have been received of disturbances by peasants as a 
protest against the delivery of grain to the Russians and the transfer of grain 
to Tehran. 

14, A small Persian force has been sent to Miandoab As was reported in 
Summary No. 47/42, paragraph 9, the Russians had agreed to the despatch of 
Persian troops to Mahabad (Su) Bulagh) to kep onder among the Kurds. They 

ave since Pressing for the despatch of these troops and the move to 
Miandoab may be a step in that seston! 


British Interests, 


15. The battalion of British infantry which moved to Tebran at the time 
of the riot (see Summary No. 51/42, paragraph 15) has now been withdrawn. 
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American Interests 
16, ‘The arrival of numbers of American troops in Persia, some of whom 
are armed though they may not be claseed as combatant troops, aud who, since 
they do not strictly form part of the British forces, cannot claim the right to be in 
Persia by virtue of the treaty, has prompted the Persian Government again to 
suggest that the United States should join the Tripartite Alliance (o legalise the 
position of these troops 
17. German radio anti-Ally propaganda in Persia bias been levelled mainly 
American activities in Persia and alleged American intentions to, control 
Persia's internal affairs to her own advantage 


Russian A flairs 
18. Russian officials continue to take a very active interest in American 
activitios in. Persia, particularly those of the advisers to Persian forces. There 
is some evidence indicating that they do not view with favour the possibility 
of American control of the army. There are reports that they aro initiating 
Propaganda againat it and, according to the Minister of War, they are 
encouraging the Chief of the General Staff im his opposition to’ American 
executive control, ‘This last statement, although the trath of it is not improbable, 
should be accepted with reserve i 
19. In Summary No. 52/42, paragraph 17, it was reported that Russian 
‘officials in the Kermanshah district were showing interest in British policy 
towards the Kurds. British policy towards the Arabs in Khuzestan and British 
and American activities in South-Western Persia have also been investigated 
oviet consular officials. The Soviet Embassy has now asked for facilities 
mission of twelve members, headed by Professor Paviovsky. who is a genuine 
expert in malarial research, to make a scientific survey in South-Western 
Persia, travelling vin Hamadan, Khorramabad, Andimeshk, Abadan, Bushire, 
Shiraz, Isfahan, with permission to take photographs of scientific interest. The 
object of the wurvey is said to be to investigate bacterial diseases that might 
inflect Russian persounel who may have cause to be in that area. ‘The journey is 
expected to last 45 days, 


Tehran, January 12, 143, 


(E 864/110/34) No, 24 
Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Kden—(Receieed February 1.) 
(No. 33) ; 
HIS Majesty's representative presents his compliments to Hin Majesty's 
ipal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and hax the honour to transmit 
{ha copy of Intelligence Summary No. 4 for the period of the 2st to the 
ary, 1943, compiled by the military attaché to this legation. 


Tehran, January 2, 943. 


Enclosure in No, 24 
(Seoret,) 


Military Attaché's Intelligence Summary No. 4 for the Period 
January 21-26, W943. 


Wet Persian A faire. 


‘THE Prime Minister has presented the following Cabinet to the Majlis — 


(i) Minister without Portfolio: Ebrahim Hakimi, 
{} Wart Sipabhod Amir Almedi. 
(iii) Edueation - Ali Akbar Siassi, 
(iv) Industry and Commerce : Abdul Hussein Hajhir. 
(y) Agriculture: Ahmad Adi, 
Food; Mehdi Farrukh. 
Foreign Affairs: Muhammad Said. 
Justice: Jawad Ameri (F.0. 20; M.A. 15), 
nee: Allehyar Saleh (P.O. 184; M.A. 253). 
Farajullah Bahrami (Dabir A’zam) (F.0. 46: M.A. 38) 
Posts and Telegraphs : Mubsin Rais (FO. 172: M.A. 239) 
(xii) Roads and Communi ions: Ali Motamedi (F.0. 137; MLA. 178), 
(xiii) Health: Nasrullah Intezam (F.0. 92; M.A. 








63 


Numbers (i) to (vii) held. the ‘same posts ‘in, the previons Cabinet 
) are the Shahs nominees. They are relatively young 
It 


Shah and the Prime Minister. Allehyar Saleh has recently been economic adviser 
to the Persian Legation in Washington and his appointment to the Ministry of 
Finance is believed to be due to suggestion by Dr. Millspaugh. The reappoint 
ment of Mehdi Farrukh as Minister for Food is surprising, as he had violent 
disagreement with Mr: Sheridan. the adviser to the Ministry for Food. 

The Prime Minister has tabled a Bill for the establishment of a now 
Ministry of Labour and National Economy. ‘This Ministry is to co-ordinate all 
national economic activities, to provide for the welfare of the working and peasant 
classes, to find work for the unemployed. and to initinte measures to prevent the 
rise in the cost of living. It is probable that this Bill will meet with criticism in 
the Majlis on the grounds that its functions are really the functions of the Cabinet 
1 ie not improbable that its formation was suggested, if not urged, by the Shab, 
Who has lately been concerned with the miserable plight of the lower classes and 
has been pre reform from above as the only alternative to revolution from 
below. He and others fear that the influence of Soviet ideals, which are command- 

ng increasing respect and attention, may, however little communism may appeal, 

ite the lower classes to abandon their long-suffering patience. Conditions 
ising from the war have greatly increased the gontrust botween the rich and the 
poor. On the one hand, large fortunes are beingg made by contractors and land. 
owners, on the other, scarcity and ever-rising prices increase the discontent of the 
many. 

3. The Minister designated for the Ministry referred to in the preceding 
paragraph is Dr, Musharraf Nafisi (F.0. 142; MLA 190), Tt is known that he 

yought of by the Shah, who probably ‘nominated him for this post, He 
was Minister of Finance in a previous Cabinet and earned somo public odiut for 
stabilising the rial-sterling exchange at 140, 

4 declaration of war by Traq occasioned little audible comment 
‘Tehran, It is generally supposed that there is some secret agreement with Great 
Britain which guarantees to Lraq some reward. Discreet feelers are, however, 
how leing put out towards His Majesty's Legation to ascertain what reactions 
‘would be to suggestions that Persia should follow Iraq's lead. 


Keonomic. 

5. The Government has tabled a Bill for the regulation of sowing of crops 
for the next three years. This Bill woukl empower the Ministry of Agriculture 
to specify what crops are to be sown in each administrative district, according 
to the needs of the country in food and raw materials. Agricultural commissions 
would be formed in each district to ensure that sowing was in accordance with 
plans, 

: In parageaph 4 of Summary No, 3/43 it was estimated that, taking into 
consideration 25,000 tons which the Allies have promised to import and estimated 
available surpluses in areas other than those in the Russian-occupied zone, 

woul be required ta make good the deficit up tothe next 
harvest. is are that very little will be allowed to leave the Russian zone, 
find it ix now estimated that 7,100 tons of wheat-and 16,500 tons of barley will 
have to be imported from abroad. Thi is on the assumption that bread will 
contain 60 per cent, of wheat and 40 per cent. of adulterants 

7. A decree of the Council of Ministers frees the import of cotton to Persia. 
The import Tied to eto gv in Rama, Eyota and rag. The 
crop foal grown cotton is invufiient to keep the spinning factories fully 
employed 

PR Military courts in Tehran have recently imposed sentences for seven casce 
f infringement of the Anti-Hoarding Law of fines ranging from 10,000 to 
5.000 rials and of imprisonment from forty days to two months 


Press. 
9. A total of thirteen newspapers have now been given licences to publish 
in Tehran. Before the general suppression of the Tehran, press over forty were 
appearing. 
A ppointmente—Cieil 
10—{i) Hussein Misbah, to be Farmandar of Bandar Abbas, 
(ii) Dr, Nakhai. to be private secretary to the Prime Minister. 














o 


(ii) Dr, Ali Amini (F.0, 14; M.A. 19), to be head of the Persian Economic 
Delegation in Washington. 

iv) Dr. Sajjadi (F.0. 153), to be Under-Secretary of State in the Prime 
Minister's alice. 


Persian Forces, 
A ppointments—Military. 
11.—(i) Sathang Humayun, to command Persian forces in Khuzestan (shortly 
to be formed as.a division). 
(ii) Sarhang Muzafieri, to command the Khorramabad Brigade. 
(iit) Sarhang Khalathari, to be Military Governor of Bakhtiari 


Internal Security. 
Fars 
12, No furthor incidents have been reported since the raid on the Bushire 
Shiraz road by the Farsimadan reported in Summary No, 2/43, paragraph 1 
General Finurharstated that he intends to make an eatly move on’Firuzabed, this 
Proumably, to forestall General” Shabbealte's aasumption of responsibility. 
weports say that Nasir Qashgai has already agreed to make no more than a token 
opposition to this operation. Nasir himself was last reported far from Firuzabad. 


Azerbaijan 
Further reports have been received of the lawlessness of Jalati Kurds in 
the vicinity of Maku, 
British Affairs 


14. An aireraft carrying four Persian officers, who were going-an a vinit 

to Lraq and Egypt as the guests of the Air Officer Commanding in Traq and 

nia; the air attaché to His Majesty's Legation, Group Captain Greenlaw, and 

the Director of the Public Relations Bureau, Mr. Childs. was lost soon after 

Teaving Tehran on the 18th January, For several days following bad weather 

jore snow storms hampered search and i was not until the evening of the 

iuary that a roliable report was received that the airoraft had been found 

¢ 100 miler west of Tehran, crashed in the mountains, and that all the 

pants had been killed. ‘The Persian officers were General Ibrahim Arfa, 
olonel Quhrimani, Majors Afkhami and Shaibani: the last three of tho 

Air Fores 
Russian Affaire. 


15, ‘The Persian Gow ly sent notes to His Majesty's Legation 
‘and the Soviet Embassy regarding the provision of shelters for people who might 
have to he evacuated from the air-raid target area of the railway station and its 
Workshops. The counsellor of tho Soviot Embassy visited the Ministry for 
Foreign Affairs and said that the Soviet authorities considered that discussion of 
aircraid precatttions at thir stage was a reflection on the Red Army 


Polish Affairs. 
16, ‘The following is a statement of Poles in Persia on the 17th January > 
Men. y Total. 


112 c 18,458 
50 338 


Sick in hospital 139 a7 
Hospital staff 107 385 
In Isfahan * 38 2457 
In Ahwaz ; 778 
Tn Meshed 204 


21.691 


Military Poles in Tebran— 
Officers: 89 figures do_ not 
Other ranks 1,070 include about 200 officers 
ATS. 305 on the non-active list 
domiciled in Tehran. 





Enemy Nationals, 


a7. enemy nationals are being interned or repatriated :— 


Interned. Reputriated. 
Italians eat ay. u 
Hungarians 5 15 
Bulgarians 126 20 


‘The following will for various reasons remain in Persia for the present :-— 
Italians 48 men, worsen and children 
Bulgarians 42 men, women and children. 
Hangarians 180 men, women and children, 

German and Austrian Jews 149 men, women and children, 
Roumanians A small ‘number. 


Tehran, January 2%, 1943. 





[EB 970/110/34) No. 26. 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Bden—(Received February ¥7.) 
(Wo, 40) 
HIS Majesty's representative presents hix compliments, to His Majesty! 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and has the honour to transmit 
herewith copy of Intelligence Summary No. 5, the 27th January to the 
2nd February, 1943, compiled hy the military attaché to this legation. 


Tehran, February 2, 1943. 


osure in No. 25. 

(Becrot.) 

Military Attaché’s Iutelligence Summary No. 5 for the period January 27 to 
February 2, 1943, 


Persian Affairs. 
Political. 

"HE new Cabinet has been received generally without enthusiasm or 
criticiam, ‘The introduction of new blood is welcomed, but the people are far mare 
concerned with the worsening economic situation, and by their handling of Uhat 
the new Cabinet will be judged. 

‘2 The paper Keyhan, which has in the past been, and may still be, 
subsidised by the Shah, recently published an article which stressed that Persia 
was now suflering some of the evils of war without hope of being compensated 
when peace was signed, The general trend of the article was a vague tion 
that Persia should now join the United: Nations, The press gen has 
refrained from comment on Iraq's declaration of war, and there ix no indication 
of any public enthusiasm for similar action by Persia. 


Economic. 
3. The food situation in almost all parts of Persia, except the Soviet- 
greatest anxiety. In Tehran the bread is «0 
ble and no bread at all is obtainable in the 
No grain can te 
as the transport 
same time 
ment made 
that they should have 20, 
are fast eas 
to make up the deficit. 
(25648) ¥ 
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4. The Council of Ministers has published a decree prohibiting entirely the 
export of raisins, walnuts, dates, peanuts, macaroni, tinned fish, meat’ and 
vegetables, Other dried fruits and nuts, oil-seeds, pork and lard may only be 
exported against the import of other food-stufis or cotton and woollen goods 


Transport, 

5. the Road ‘Transport Departinent has annoanced that the rates per 
ton-kilometre for transport by lorries undet its control vary from 2 rials for a 
complete lorry load to-4 rials for smaller consignments. The movement of goods 
is permissible only through the agency of the Road Transport Depart 

6. A head-on railway collision occurred on the 10th January on the 
southern section of the line, operated by the Americans, which resulted th the 
death of fourteen and injury to thirty-six British, Americans and Indians. 


Court. 
7, ‘The Shab was rep r 

/43. paragraph 14) by 

Household and Major-General 


8. The Queen Mother and the Shah's two sisters, Princesses Ashraf and 
Shams, left by air on the 27th January for a visit to Cairo, 


A ppointmente—Civil, 


9, Muhsin Qaragozlon (F.0, 162; M.A. 227), to he Master of Ceremonies 
at the Cos 


Persian Poroes. 


10, A Bill has been laid before the Majlis for an additional credit for the 
Army Budget of 60 million rials for the expenses of units newly formed within 
the Inst. five months. ‘These inclide the brigades in Eastern and. Western 
Azerbaijan, a regiment for Mahabad, brigadox (still only. in akeleton). tn 
Khorasan and extra units to form the nucleus of a now brigade in Bohtehan, 


A ppointmenty—Military, 


11. Sarhang Darudian, to command the Khwash (Baluchistan) Regiment of 
Gendarmerie, 


Internal Seeurity, 
A eerbaijar 
12. His Majesty's Consul-General, in an analysis of the Ki situation 
in Western Azerbaijan, states that, in his opinion, the Russiaus are wot how 
giving the Kurds any encouragement as against the’ Persians, but that they are 
initely not encouraging the Persians to disarm the Kurds or to reimpose 
authority on them by force. ‘They appear to be endeavouring to hold the baluecs 
betwrwen, the Persians and the Kurds and to be using their mfluence to mainte 
prder. The Kurds are disillusioned and suffering: from reaction from previous 
hopes of Russian support and from economic difficulties ‘The leaders are marke 
realising that they cannot control the tribes nor secure unity of av 
epportunity seems favourable for a just and reasonable settloment by the Persian 
Government, bit it is doubtful whether they have the capacity to scize it 


Pars, 


13. It is reported that Khan, one of the more important chiefs of 
the Kashguli tribe of the Qushgai, has left the entourage of ‘Nasir Khan and 
returned to his own. tribe, who are in their win 
Mamassani lands. Tf 1 
important 

1 





67 
Rg 3/43 raph 14) ix 
1 the Arabs (ge Summary No. 3/43, paragraph 14) ix 
esse ee ag eee AE slowly, $20 rifles had been surrendered hy 
Tenad'of damiary, : 
American Affairs. - 
16. Dr. Milspangh, Adviser to the Ministry of Finance, has arrived in 


7 A Bi is for the engagement of another 
A. Bill has been laid before the Majli 
Amerian Adviser for the Ministry of Food (Atr, Hutchins). 


Tehran, February 2, 1943. 





1018/10, 
Sir R, Bullard to Mr. Eden—(Received February 19) 

; wats his compliments to Hin Majesty's 

Majesty's representative present i 4 Maleate 

ipal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and I fig 4o trananit 


if i Summary No. 3 for 
the'DN danady 1943 opie bythe military anche to this gation. 


Tehran, Jannary 20, 143. 


Enclosure in No. 26. 


Milit intelligence Summary No. 8 for the Period January V-20, 
8 for the P January 7 
iry Attaché’ Intellig i ti 


Persian A fairs 


ei tion, nor any 
yet no noticeable change in the political situation, 2 

ind cation that the Prime Minister hs Increased popolarity. ae ae j 
fesues of the papers recently permitted to appear (vee Summa ya 3 1S, 
ragraph 6) be was attacked for having a0} reused the press. He has as yet 
Fins hanes Cad ra Kapital coutinues to alnor Tauch 
eka eT eye Governments nd. the smotual distrust Toten the Shab 
tod he Pine sue ts farther hada othe condo of so 
te Fi iar yh 
Telations have improved. Tt in to be feared that it ie not Likely to be anyt 


‘champion of the oppressed against 


the Allies 
pro-Axis intr 

would be greatly inn 
fis enthusiasm for 


shortening their line in Russi 
operation. 
Economic. - ¢ 5 uh 
i jably as available statistics will allow, tha 
aout glen tana grain to nition to the quantities now i, Goverinent 
Maes, nie required (0°feed the country up to the next harvest. Bis 
25648) 
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Britain and America have undertaken to import 25,000 tons: 15,000 tons are 
believed to be available from areas having a surplus, other than’ those in the 
Russian zone, leaving a deficit of 26,000 tons It is estimated that Azerbaijan 
could provide 19,000 tons of wheat and the Caspian provinces 20,000 tons af rice if 
the Russians would allow its export and the Persian authorities were efficient 
enough and energetic enough to collect it. Meanwhile, Tehran still lives from di 
to day, Khuzestan cannot feed its population, and His Majesty's Consals at Shiraz 
and Kerman report that available stocks are almost exhausted and that supplies 
will shortly be necessary from outside the province. It is estimated that Fare 
requires 4,000 tons to Jast out until the next harvest. 


Transport. 


5. ‘The Persian Government Road Transport Department now controls 
about 600 contracted lorries. ‘This number does not include fifty lease-leu 
lorries recently arrived for delivery to the Persian Government. Of these twenty 
five are immediately to be allotted for urgent anti-locust measures. 
Appointments—Ciell 
titan) Dt Muhammad Tabal, to be Under-Secretary of State at the Ministry 
of Heal 

(ii) Ali Motamedi (M.A. 175; F.0. 137), to be head of the Protocol Depart- 
ment: of the Ministry for Foreign Affairs 

(iii) Ali Asghar Kaivan, to be Persian Consul at Bagdad 

(iv) Hussein Zinjani, to be Persian Consul at Basra 

(¥) Hussein Quii T'tisom, to be first socretary to the Persian Consulate 

weral at Baku, 

(vi) Ahmad Zahir, to be seoretary at the Persian Embassy, Angora 

(Wit) Rukn-nd-Din Ashtiyani, 10 be secretary at the Persian Consulate 
General at Jerusalem. 


Persian Force 
Army. 

7. The Shah recently stated to the British Military Attaché that he was 
now following constitutional practice i his command of the army. All orders 
requiring his approval were how brought up to him by the Minister for War, 
and no order by hithrelf was legal unlens signed by the Minister. "Thin ix the form 
‘without the aubstanee, for in practice the Shah and the Chief of the Goneral Staff 
decide what ix desirnble bofore the latter sub:nits proposals to the Minister for 
War, The Shah st lings to his Pervonal cuatro oft army 

weatrongth of the force reported in Summary No. 2, 1948, paragraph 14 
to aye been sont i Miandoab is bout 00 ats Rites 
‘eneral Ridley has proposed that the gendarmerie, while retaining its 
separate identity, should bo retransferred to the control of the Ministry for War. 
His reasons are 
(i) That since the present tasks of the army and the gendarmerie are the 
same, viz., the restoration of security. division of responsibility lends 
cn ito inefficiguey, 

(ii) That in present circumstances the gendarmerie requires the close 

‘support of the army, and that this is more likely to he achieved if both 
forces are since the sume control 

(ii) That a pooling of resources of officers, arms, transport and. supply 

facilities will lead to economy. - 


‘The question is now being discussed. ‘The Shah supports General Ridley's 
Proposal; the Prime Minister does nit at present favour it, nor, it is believed, 
does Colonel Schwarzkopf, the American adviser to the gendarmerie. 

Police, 


10, _A Bill has been laid before the Majlis to authorise the establishment of 
‘college for the training of officers for the police with the ebjee a i 
Ph eo police offkers, ‘ah igi Ne 


Internal Security. 
Fars, 

11. | There are no further developments in the situation in Fars. It is now 
publicly known that General Shahbakhte is to be charged with the responsibility 
for security in the province. He is now in Tehran receiving instructions from the 





Gover al expected to leave for Shiraz in about.a week's time. He is 
making ts soudition cf his accoptance of the responsibility that be is iver 
Gertain reinforcements and transport. ‘The reinforcements have been prosised, 
but the question of transport has not been solved, as the Persian War Office has 
one available. His instructions from the Government are understood to be tha 
he in to bring Nasir Quabgai to heel by force if necessary. Tt is probable that Ie 
will be given control of security measures affecting the Bakhtiari and Kubgalu 
ibes ax well as those of Fars. 


Isfahan. 

: 12, There is some uneasiness among the Bakhtiari; Abdul Qasim, one of 
the two chiefs placed in unofficial authority by General Zahidi (seo Summary 
No, 40/42, paragraph 11), has taken fright at the latter's arrest and with hie 
Armed following has gone fo the Janeki country, refusing all invitations, altho 
Accompanied by assarances of immunity, to visit the Governor-General at Isfahan 
It is rumoured that he intends to create trouble. The other of General Zahidi's 
Puppet khans, Manuchir, is now in Isfahan, 


Kuh-i-Galu. 
Ss 6) have 
chiefs (see Summary No. 12/42, paragraph 1 
Tematly veo attempting to ake ont insarancen. Abdollah Zane 
hi 


ham Hg oe the 
r adi, has sent his stepbrother to Behbehan; Forajullah, of the Bahmai, 
Seva ees Bt trite AM i of Bat 
of Bibi Khanum, chieftainess of the Bavir, and a representative of aa A 
of the Rustam section of the Mam aera nine ingore ep arent r 
Br Coal ot dee em he Bolt Ahmad! and J, Qaahael 


Khuzestan 2 ; 

Persian forge has moved out against the Arabs (see Summary 

No. 45/43. fees 13), and the aficr commanding in Khuzestan, Colon! 

Jan, summoned the sheikhs of some half a dozon tribes and demanded th 

a Of ther arms, ‘The sheiklw promised to hand them. over by. the 
‘January. 


rmanshah. ’ 

OG in daylight 

driver of an empty U.K.C.C. lorry was shot doad in daylig! 

Detwten, Resid and Quar'-Stfety some days age. Details have nol yet been 

Teveived, As was inevitable, itis now being muggested that this incident poe 

hy General Shahbakhte to demonstrate that security in this provine 

Weeteated with har withdrawal. ‘That may be the explanation, If 40, other 
disturbances may be expected. 


Kerman. 5 a, 
is sty’s Consul reports that the Bandar Abbas-Kerman road is 

insects aru thet nuneroun robbertes have occurred. ‘These appear to be genuine 
robberies for the sake of loot and to have no political | significance. : (tea r han 
Buchakehi, against whom operations were begun in September 1042 (see Summary 
No, 36/42; paragraph 18) which led to no result, and who is reported to have 
harboured Germans for a time, has been quiet of late. 
Azerbaijan. 

Tr. The Persian War Office has a report, as yet unconfirmed from other 
sources, that the Jalali Kurds are threatening to loot Maku, 


from Afghanistan is expected to result from the 
poverty and lack of food prevailing in Wester Afghanistan, Several raids have 
already been reported. 


Russian Affairs. 
Anglo-Russian Retations. ie fs . 
jet officials continue to show curiosity and suspicion about American 
nd ae eee Darsia "The Soviet aiiitary Altaché recently waked 8 
unter of questions algat rood and aerodrome construction Ty she British 
tnilitary attrition and about British troop movements in East Persia, and 


(25048) rs 
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seemed sceptical when informed that they wore all connected with the i 

tet of i soppy ruts to usa and of Bri mmunialons nce to 
protect them, “The staf of the Soviet Consulate in Kermanahah tow consist of 
Hften persons and their interest i British relations with the Persian Kurds bas 
Drea wae impression gained is that the Soviet is suspicious 
Sintene are not concerned solely with the prosecution of the war, 

2 In spite of the fact that they are very shor 

Soviet authorities reuse wo allow UK.CG. lorries Ser Ying gevad fer nanoned 
for Russia to run through to the railwa habad, but insist 

[Popasrne AY ech cba tsirkis Mdlone spplay opi eal Puree 


Offciats. 


21. Major-Genoral Gaidoukov has arrixed 
comiaand of Soviet tropa in North Western Persia. "nny ona bas taken over 
22. M. Rassandine has taken up the post of Sovict Consul in Isfahan. 


American Interests 


28. General Connolly, commanding the Waited 
ly. dling the United States Persia Cominand, has 
now established his headquarters in ‘Tehran. pratgnin Comment, be 


Tehran, January 20, 1943. 





(B 1220/110/34) No, 27. 
Sir R, Bullard to Mr, Kiten.—(Received March 1.) 


IS Majesty's reprewentative presents his compli is Maj 
Majesty's re is his compliment "5 
al Secretary of Beate for Foebhpn Affaire, and an the honoer to teleost 


ith a copy of Lntelligence Summary No. 6 for the period of the 2nd to the 


ruary, 143, compiled by the military attaché to this legation 


‘ehran, February 10, 1983. 


jou) Enclosure in No, 27, 


Military Attaché's Intelligence Summary No, 6 for the Period February 2 to 
i 


Potttieat: Persian Affaire. 
THE newly reconstructed Cabinet had a shi is 
between the Prine Minister and the Minister of the Interior, Farajtlah Bahra 
and th to resign when called upon to do so by inister. 
‘Phe Shah refused to order his resignation or tp accpt the Prime Miner's Tes 
latter then called upon his Ministers to resign and ten of them did so. Ror some 
days there was much intrigue among the Deputies ofthe Majlis hy both the Prime 
Minister and Court cices, bat inspite of the hostility generally felt by the 
rds the Prime Minister, he succeed ti cata 
hy 63 votes to 42. Following this the rebellions Minister of the Interat resigned 
War Fine cone eh of the Prime Minister and the Ministers for 
2 The root of these troubles li « 
Prime Ministor and the Court. The Minisgr of the Interior was the Shake 
nomines, and it was the Prime Minister's objection to his having direct access 
to the Shah that led to the dispute between them. The aim of the Court 
to be to have a subservient Prime Minister. The Majlis wavers het a alike 
oe bile! Minister and its fear of the re-establishment of a oval susie. 
‘The explanation ofthe vote of confidence given to Quvamew Sultan may be he 
of any substitute generally acceptable to the Majlis. ea 
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3. A strong campaign bas been Jaunched in some papers in favour of the 
return to Persia of Sayyid Zia-ed-Din Tabatabai (F.O. 206; M.A. 286), who has 
been in exile for over twenty years It does not appear to have yet evoked much 
Popular enthusiasm. It is doubtful whether his return to power would be weleome 
tocither the Russians or the Shah. The former regard him as too pro-British, an 
accusation which his supporters are now trying to refute. The Shah fears that he 
might wish to revenge himself for his (the Shah's) father’s having driven him out 
of Persia after they had collaborated together to bring about the coup d'Btat of 

1. 


Economic. 

4. Reports have heen received from the provinces of the extent of automn 
sowings, ‘They show that, except in. the neighbourhood 
Lurestan and Rerman Provinces they have been up to or above normal on i 

‘and slightly below normal in some areas on upirrigated lands. 
_ 5. Discontent increases in Tehran with the very poor quality of bread being 
issued and ite shortage. Prices of food-stufls continue to rise in a very steep 
Girve and the people are approaching a state of desperation where riots may 
Oecur, “Minor riots have already occurred at Shiraz and Isfahan, 

6. Comment is sometimes made nowadays, even by senior American officials, 
Contrasting, very unfavourably to the British, conditions in the Russian-occupied 
Zone with those prevailing in the remainder of Persia, In the former, owing to the 
Testietiens posed by the Russians on export to other parts of Persia, food is 

ful and prices are low. An attempt to purchase sheep, in.the Northern 

rovinces, where they are plentiful and relatively cheap, for British forces wax 
featnted aud blocked by the Russians. To advertive the advasitages of the poorer 
Games living in the Russian zone is deliberate Russian policy. Storios are in 
cirenlation of Russian troops ha prevented British purchasing agents from 
Faalation OF Mita from the Northern Provinces out of consideration for the 
eerls af the local people. is 

7. A compasy to be called the National Joint Stock Commercial Conporation 
(Bhirkat Schatei Bazargani Melli) is to be formed with a capital of 120 ruillion 
Tale for the purpose of traport and export trade. One-third of the capital is to be 
subscribed by the Tehran Chamber of Commerce, 


Press, 
'S. Licences to publish have now been insted to fifteen more papers in Tehran, 
making a total of twenty-eight 


Appointmente—Cieil, 
9. Zand Nispur, to be Farmandar of Quin, 


Persian Forces, 


Of the cadets admitted to the Military School at the annual intake in 
September, 585 have now passed the four months’ period of probation. ‘These 
Fede certain number who will pass to the reserve after a short period with 
unit. 

‘The distribution is as follows -— 

Infantry Aviation a) $8 

Cavalry Medical 2 20 

Engineers Administrative 2 

Signals Unallotted uz 

11, Persian troops in Khuzestan have now been formed into a division of 
two brigades, with headquarters at Ahwaz and Behbehan. Sarhang/ Humayun 


is to command the division, 
12 The brigades at Kermanshah aud Khorramabad are to be formed into a 


division, with headquarters at Kermanshah, commanded by Sartip Zarrabi 
"g The brigade organisation is to be abolished in the Persian army wherever 
divisional headquarters can exercise direct command of units. 


Appointment»—Military. 
14 (i) Sartip Muhammad Hussein Amidi (MLA, 16 (a), to command the 


2nd (Tehran) Division . 
(i carlathikar Farajullah Agevli (F.0.25; M.A..0). to be Military Governor 


of Tehran 
(25648) ue 
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su) Internal Security, 
15, The situation remains quiet. Genoral Shabbakhte has left Tebi 
: t aiet. General Shahtal ‘ehran for 
Shiraz He bas been appointed Governor-General of Fars and Commander in 
Chief of Persian Forces in Khuzestan, Isfaban and Fars. ‘He has been directed 
todevote himself in the frst place to the re-establishment of Government authority 
in Fars, to the elimination of the influence of Nasir Qashgai; the apprehension 
of Germans, and security of the Busbire-Shiraz rood. He is later to turn his 
attention to the Kuh--Galy, particularly the Boir Ahmadi tribes and: the 
akhtiari 
16, Nasir Qashgai is now reported to be at Dehram, some 30 mil 
west of Firmabal ad to have Gea tomustaerintinn sorte | 
7. Itis reliably reported that during the past fourteen months 488 y 
robbers have been apprelendel inihe Fam Priees eet 


Khuzestan 


‘The number of rifles surrendered by the Arabs (see Summa 
he Arabs (see Summary No. 5/43. 
tragraph 16) now amounts to 479, Of these approximately twrorfifths are being 
urned on licence fo awn protection. So far only the smaller section of 
the Ara r he dis 0 os 
the Arabs are aflected. ‘The disarmament of the Beni "Farat ise tore serious 


Kermanshah 


19, ‘The operations for the disarmament of the Kiulkbanis, referred 
Summary No. 1/43, parageaph 7, make slow progress. ‘The Political Agent, at 

scan estimates that about 160 rifles had been collected up to the end of 
Janwat 


Western Azerbaijan, 


20, The Soviet Consul-General in Tabriz recently inform is " 
Conail-Geboral that two Kards whose nates be ave-ax Afubnnimad Aly Opt 
‘und’ Ali Mustafa’ Ogit of Shahr Bazariu, claivang to be representatives of 
Kurdish Committee at Sulumaniyeh, had approached Russian officials with an 
offer to furnish some thousands of Kurdish fighting men to assist the Rosas 
T he Kurds the said, mere Sicontented with British policy. According to the 
Soviet Ger Soviet representati ied 
mt tier a a Soviet representatives replied that Russia didnot 

2 e Soviet authorities have reported to the Persi: Fo 
4 Rutsian officer has been Lillod by Kurds at Male, where tor bose thee as 
dJalali Kurds have een threatening trouble.” Discussions ate now proceeding, 
hetween Soviet and Ps entatives as to the steps tha 
betes Rovteties "ersian representatives as to the steps that should be taker 


Russian Affaire 


22. The Soviet authorities are now objecting t passes 

tac perennoal, vial Oa Kinte aie ‘flee they are sstofed thatthe 
purpose of the journey is directly concerned with the further pl 
Russia. Reussian sospiioas of British military activities in this conse hate 


already been mentioned in previous Summaries. 


Tehran, February 9, 1948, 





(B 1995/10/34) No. 23. 


og ir R. Bullard to Mr. Bden.—(Received March 10.) 

HIS Majesty's representative presents hi Sis i ‘ 

Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Aare an has the bonoat to tessa 
with a copy of Intelligence Summary No, for the period the 24th Febru 

to 2nd March, compiled by the military attaché to this legation. “4 


Tehran, March 3, 1943. 
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Enclosure in No, 28, 
Becret.) 


tary Attaché’s Intelligence Summary No. 9 for the period February 24 to 
ig March 2, 1943. 


Persian A fairs 
Political 

‘THE name of the Minister of Finance, Allahyar Saleh, was omitted from 
the list of the Cabinet given in paragraph Lof Summary No. 8/43 

2. ‘The shortage of bread in the country in general and the capital in 

ticular overshadows all other questions in the deliberations of the Government 

fectored and lectured by the press and the Depaties on the need for immediate 
and drastic action to bring down prives and to secure wheat from hoarders. and 
‘Allies. the Prime Minister, with no definite plan as to how either object is to 
be achieved, finds himself in need of all the qualities of suppleness for which 
he is famous. The press and the Deputies are in traculent mood. Questions have 
been asked in Parliament about the arrest. of General Zahidi and the press has 
publicised an alleged assault by a British officer on a Persian official, 

3. Anti-British feeling, as distinct from pro-Axis or anti-Ally, has beew 
much in evidence. In addition to famine conditions, a shortage of Kerosene oil 
for some days past has affected a large number of the poor of Tehran and has 
aroused much bitterness agaiust the Anglo-Iranian Oi Company and against 
the British, who are believed to control the means of transport, That Persian 
people have to go short of their own oil is a useful and effective theme for hostile 
propaganda, which has uot failed to make use of it. The resulting increased 
unpopularity of the British among the lower classes is a matter of some concern 
to those Persians who have been seeing in closer collaboration with the British 
the only defence against the spread of Russian influence. ‘They, too, blame the 
British for failing to remedy, if not for having brought about, the hardships 
which are driving the people towards revolution. 

4. "According to the daily reports of the Persian police the Tudeh party, to 
which reference was made in Sammary No, 7/43, paragraph 3, has rece 
showing greatly increased activity. New cells arc being formed, 
literature is being distributed and propaganda with an extreme Left tendency 

iiated. Whether inspired by this or other sources, there ik 

‘the poorer classes much favourable comment on Soviet ideas 

ctice, accompanied very often by disparaging comparison with British 

fories, without any foundation, of chivalrous Russian yoldiers 

rotect Persians, often women, from lawless British soldiers are 

flicity of the economic assistance given by the British to Persia 

is openly derided. Closed bakeries and oil shops have more effect than any poster 

Against this must, however, be set the good effect on the few of the charitable 

‘work being done by Anglo-Persian relief committees which have been set up in 
‘most provincial capitals, 

‘2. Tn an effort to limit dishonesty, the Ministry of Finance, inspired 
Dr, Milspaugh, has issued orders that no purchases oh Government account ani 
vo sales of Government stores are to be made by istries without previons 
sanction of the Ministry of Finance. The Department of Supply 1s to be 

vanised, and when this has heen done all purchases on Government account 
will be made by that department. 
Press, 
6. The press is concerned mainly with the internal economic situation 
ly worded articles have appeared stressing the obligation of the British 
fand the Americans to provide the wheat for whose deficiency, it is hinted or 
sometimes plainly stated, they are to blame. Attacks continue to be made openly 
on Mr. Sheridan, on the Road Transport Department, on its British adviser 
‘American advisers. 


Internal Security. 


i. 1 Shahbakhte has not yet taken any active measures against 
Nasir Qasbgai. He is awaiting the arrival of transport, which has been promised 
General Headquarters, Persia and Iraq Force, and further reinforcements 
Meanwhile, the main roads are undisturbed and the lawless elements of the 

















a 


province are lying low. Nasir Qashgai has telegraphed to the Parliamen 
ect hat in view of the guarantees that had been given to epee 
ip understand the military preparations of which be had news and that he 
would no longer accept any responsibility for the good behaviour of the Qashgai 
A strong effort is being made by Nasir's friends in Tebran and in Fars to persuade 
the new Government to stay Shahbakhie’s hand and to reopen conciliator 
negotiations with Nasir. Among these friends are landowners in Fars who have, 
in return for their support, secured some immunity for their properties from 
ores eerste fan who are doubtful whether any Government will last 
enough or be sufficiently determined in a consisten 
Government control throughout femme iat aisars ions Site 
Sixty-two Government rifles that had been ismed by a 
commander of the troops in Furs tothe Baseri tribe of the TRhamsch Fetrtion 
for their protection against the Qashwai have been recovered by the Persian forces. 


Kuh-i-Galu, 
9. A band of Boir Abmadi brigands have during the past month been 


active in the Gach Saran-Behbehan road ri ler 
Gsbdruerie pootabadead untiralgeeaesral meee eines oar 
Khorassan 

10. Some anxiety is felt regarding the security of the Zahidan-M 
as it is developed for the transport of supplies to. aes Thccaer Nous 
road) will ba'e tempting bats fer raiders from ‘Afghanistan, who are unlikely 


be restrained by Afghan officia he Pe " 
Spee a Ate nt officials. The Persian security forces are handicapped 


Western A.erbaijan, 

LL. That the substitution of Kurdish autonomy for Persian Gov 
Administration in not always an waned Hesing Sechownstg toon te 
Mahabad. When Persian administration broke down in Western Azerbaijan at 
the time of dhe Husian invasion end Persian forces istgrated, the inhalants 
lo r ess and openly rejoiced in their imagined liberty, ‘Todi 
they are in sorry plight, ‘Trade conditions, already bad< have beon cegravored 
by- insecurity, Whibs prides ots Monskatabaramotes ma ered 
duantities have been said over the western border. Hix Majesty's Consul General 
in Azerbaijan considers that x moderato display of statennship by the Versa 
Goverment would win back to loyalty number of the inhabitant aes 
interested in seeurity than in the profits of insecurity = 


Russian A faire 
12, Professor Pavlovsky’s expedition (see 8 
to South West Persin has now retired to *Fonean” Lr Gas sooouptod rsh 
ut ty Britih fcr. Tt engaged in no objectionable netivitin, but the members 
o st in a wide range of subjects, social, economic abd topography 
13." During the first half a ji aeren 
Kens potaete ae of Febuary 1.397 tons of supplies for Raman were 
14. From both Meshed and Tabriz come reports of a slight det 
the previous very high standard of discipline of Ressian tro 
contributed much to the respect that was beginning to he felt hy 
upper classes for the Russian system, 


Tehran, March 2, 1943. 


(B 1833/110/34) No. 29. 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Eden—(Received March 7.) 

(No. 68. Secret) 

_,, HIS. Majesty's representative presents his co 6 jesty’s 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs and has the honour to tepengt 


herewith a copy of Intelligence Summary No. 7 
li 8 No. 7 for the 
16th February, 1043, compiled by the military aitache to hid epatons, eo 


Tehran, February 16, 1943. 
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Enclosure in No, 29 
Gecret.) 


Military Attaché’s Intelligence Summary No.7 for the Period February 10-10. 
1943, 


Persian Affairs. 

Political 
AETER a week of discreditable political intrigue Kawam-es-Sultaneh 
resigned. In spite of the vote of confidence given to him by the Parliament, be 
was unable to form a Government. He obtained that vote by means that added 
hothing o bis credit. In the hope of securing the support of certain Deputies 
‘who aspired to Cabinet rank, he tabled a Bill to abrogate the fundamental law 
that no Deputy may become w Minister, and to placate others he announced his 
agreement with a Bill tabled by a majority of Deputies to establish Majlis control 
over the appointment of the Governor of the National Bank, » proposal to which 
Dr. Milspangh, the American financial adviser, had taken exception. After 
obtaining his vote of confidence, Kawam-es-Sultanch announced that in view of 
Dr. Milspang's objection (of which he Thad been aware all along) be had changed 
his mind. He further antagonised the already hostile court by suggesting in a 
speech to the Majlis that, in order to strengthen the authority of Parhament 
seh se ablish the sovereignty of the people, changes should be made in the 
Constitution, In the end Kawam-es-Sultanch found himself with practically no 
active supporter except the Soviet Ambassador, Considering that he has enjoyed 
Strong Allied support throughout his tenure of office, and considering ‘his 
Feputation and experience, the record of his Government bas been very 
Giappointing, ‘The blame’ for its failure must not be Inid entirely on tho 
Shoulders of the Prime Minister. His legitimate intention to establish Cabinet 
Control over the army brought him into conflict with the Shab and the Chief of 
the General Staff, and they and other interested persons made play with the 
irresponsible obstructiveness of a veoal Majlis to undermine his position. Hiv 
Government did, in fact, fail to take any effective action against hoarders and 
speculators, to check rising prices, or to prevent excessive inflation. Tt ix true 
that it co-operated with the British in the matter of extra issuex of currency 
fand to some extent in the arrest and detention of suspects, but it leaves to ite 
‘iocessor a critical economic situation, an Administration which has, if anything, 
frown more lax and corrupt, and the task of establishing in the provinces th 
1 


Authority of the Central Governnent, whose prestige is now lower than ever. 


Was well known that he enjoyed Allied support, and his fall may diminish the 
moral value of that support to future Governments. 

"2 "His successor 1 to be his predecessor, Soheily, who was forced to resign 
some seven months ago after a short tenure of office during which he established 
fan impressive record of ineptitude and corruption, He has again been selected 
by the Majlis by a considerable majority over other candidates. The Shah, as 
was known to the Majlis, wished Said, until lately Minister for Foreign Aflairs, 
to become Prime Minister. It is considered unlikely that Sobeily will be able 
to form a stable Government or to check the growing discontent 

There is increasing talk, among the lower classes of the advantages of 
Aiving in the Russian zone or, indeed, under a Russian régime. ‘The Tudeh, the 
People’s party, which gets discreet Soviet encouragement, is increasing in 
nubers and influence and has recently ventured to come out in open support 
Of the Soviet in the hitherto atrongly anti-Russian town of Tabriz. ‘The upper 
Classes grow more concertied about these signs. Moreover, the. impressive 
demonstration of Rsi’s strength and the elimination of Germany a5 8 possible 

i roused considerable anxiety as to the position Soviet Rusia il 

“The result is a growing desire in certain circles for 

Great Britain and at the same time resentment that 

Great Britain does not make it easier to feed the hungry poor without 

diminishing the comforts of the propertied classes. That Persia should declare 
War on the Axis is now being more widely advocated. 


Economic. 

L._ The estimates given in Summary No. 4/43, parngraph 6, of the ainount 
of grain that will bave to be imported to iake up the defieit until the next harvest 
have been found to be too low. ‘The amount of bar! required is now estimated 
to be 31,000 tons instead of 16.500 tons. The first shipments of imported grait 
fare expected in February. 
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A ppointments—Ciil 
i) Mustafa Quli Khosrovi, to be Yarmandar of Gurgan. 
i) Dr. Kissabi, to be Farmandar of Bushire. 
(iii) Javad Seneki, Persian Minister designate to Portugal, has died at 
Cairo. 


Persian Forces, 


6. Notices have been issued by the Ministry for War calling up conscripts 
of the 1924 class. is aie fs 

7. A battalion from the Tehran Division has been sent to Shiraz to relieve 
a battalion which js composed mostly of conscripts due for discharge 


Internat Security. 


8. ‘There have been no serious disturbances of the peace, but throughout 
the provinces adiministration is lax and petty robbery is rife. British military 
stores suffer, and. the theft of telegraph and telepbone wire is a partic 
nuisance, 


Russian Affairs 


9. The Soviet Vice-Consul at Isfahan and two Russian military olficers 
recently visited Anarak, presumably with a view to investigating the pper 
‘mines in. which the Russians are now interested in view of their eoutract with 
the Persian Government for the manufacture of ammunition. 

10, According to the Minister for War the Soviet Ambassador in a recent 
conversation made ho secret of his disapproval of the introduction of American 
advisors into Persian administrations, particularly the army and gendarmerie 
If Persia needed foreign advisers at all, he asked, why were Americans chosen t 
Was not the So Union the best administered State in the world! 

AL. Suppli wain flowing into Russia by the Zahidan-Meshed route. 
During December 704 tous wore delivered, and in January, up to the 2nd, 
811 tons, The commodities were moatly jute, gunnies und tea 


Egyptian Affaire 


12 Abdul Latif Talaat Pasha has arrived in ‘Tehran ax Egyptian 
Ambassador. 


Turkish A flairs, 


13. “A Turkish Mission, composed of a | officer and five professors 
doctors, has passed through ‘Febran on its way to Kabul ne PT re 


Tehran, February 16, 1943. 





(B 1734/110/34) No, 30. 
Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Kden—{Received March %.) 


(No. 76.) 

_ HIS Majesty's representative presents his compliments to His Majesty's 
Principal Secrouary of State for Fowsign Affairs nd hee the heacee to tran 
herewith & copy of Intelligence Summary No. 8 for the period of 17th to 
¥ard February, 1943, compiled by the military attaché to this fegateon 


Tehran, Pebruary 2, 1943, 


eae 





“ Military Attaches Intelligence Summary No.8 for the Period 
- February 17-23, 1943, 


Persian A fairs, 


inet is composed as follows :— 
Prime Minister and Minister of the Interior—Ali Soheily (F.0, 208, 
M.A. 283). 


Akbar Siassi, 
Posts and Telegraphs—Nasrullah Entizam (F.O. 02, MA. 121), 
Health—Amanullah Ardalan (F.0. 27, M.A. 38), 
Food—Not yet appointed 
Agriculture—Not yet appointed. 
Without Portfolio” Seyid Muhammad Tadayyun (F.0, 207, M.A. 288); 
Hussein Samni'i (F.O. 185, M.A. 254). 


With the exception of the Prime Minister, the Ministers are probably as good 
fa eélacticn au oun be wade Ta present circumstances. 
2, The programme of the Cabinet has been announced as the supply of food, 
the stabilisation of prices, the improvement of the welfare of peasants, workers 
and Government employees, and co-operation with Great Britain, America and 
the USS.R. The Government received a vote of confidence on the 21st February 
hy 89 votes to nil, but previous to this there had been a stormy session in which 
‘ome Deputies were in rebellions mood, Attacks were made on Mr. Sheridan, the 
American Adviser to. the Ministry of Food, and on Mr. Birkle, the British 
‘Adviser to the Road Transport Department. ‘The right of American troops to be 
in Persia was challenged, since America was not a party to the Tripartite Treaty 
of Alliance. ‘The Prime Minister stated that the American Government had 
agreed to make an agreement to regularise the position of their troops, 
Beonomie. 

3. Tehran is on the verge of starvation. ‘The daily death rate has trebled. 
A complete breakdown of bread supplies has been averted more by luck than 
management, and the bread issued is almost uneatable. In Sultanabad, wheat 
supplies are at the point of exhaustion, In Meshed there has been an infhix to 
the town of hungry villagers, causing a shortage of Government bread supplies 
and demonstrations against the authorities for having failed to issue tea, sugar 
fund cloth rations for the past month In Maragheh (in Azerbaijan) dere have 
been disorders, instigated by the landlords to embarrass the endeavours of 
American representative of the Ministry of Food to collect wheat for the Russians 
and for Tebran 4 

4. For some unexplained reason there has been a fall in the prices of certain 
commodities, notably rice, butter and some piece-goods. 

Public Opinion. 

5. The fall of Rostov and the Kharkov has had a powerful effect on public 
‘opinion, and pro-Axis sympathisers are little in evidence. But the further the war 
recedes {rom Persia the more does public interest concentrate on the internal 
situation and on post-war possibilities Public opinion on these matters. is 
confused and unconstructive, and based mainly on personal interests 


Gendarmerve. Persian Forces. 
6. Colonel Schwarzkopf's estimate of the gendarmerie required in Persia 


ie— 
A central headquarters 
An air force of 9 flights of 3 machines each 
a aa tag To be distributed among the districts 
B district headquarters. 
21 regiments, each of 101 officers and 1,394 other ranks. 











The total streagth comes to more than 40,000 officers and men, over 600 motor 
yehicles and aver 400 motor cycles. A forve on this scale in addition to the army 
is not only unnecessary, but far beyond the financial capacity of the Persian 
Government, 


Army. 

7. ‘The successful campaign in North Africa has aroused some interest 
among Persian officers in the British fores. A number of them has expressed a 
desire to visit the Libyan battlefields, and the Commandant of the Staff College is 
angling for an invitation for his senior term—some twenty officers. The Shah and 
the Chief of the General Staff have both said that they hope Persian officers will 
be invited to England while the war lasts. Apparently a good impression has 
been made by the reports of the Persian Military Attaché in London: There is 
also ar increasing enthusiasm to learn English at the Cadet School and the Staff 
College, and many applications have been received from Persian officers to attend 
the English classes being organised in Tehran by the British Council 


Internat Security. 
Khuzestan 
8, Up to the 14th February 365 rifles had been collected by the Persinn forces 
from the minor Arab tribes without opposition. It seems probable that force will 
have to bo used against the Khasraj Abdullah sub-tribe, who had not responded 
to invitations to surrender their arms. 


Tehran, February 2, 1943. 





(B 178/110, No, 31 


ms Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Eden—(Received March 22) 
(No. 92.) 

HIS Majesty's representative: presonts his compliments to His Majesty's 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and has the honour to transtnit 
herewith a copy of Intelligence Summary No. 10, the 3rd to 9th March, 1943, 
compiled by the military attaché to this legation, 


Tehran, March 9, 1943. 


Kinclosure in No. 31. 
(Bevret,) 
Military Attaché's Intelligence Summary No. 10 for the Period 
4 ‘March'3 8. TOMS 


Persian A iaire 
Political 

THE. Government has been making endeavours to secure the co-operation 
of the Majlis. With the object of associating the Deputies with the Government 
in devising measures (o deal with the urgent problems of the day, notably food 
supply, the cootral of prices and the welfare of the lower clases, separate 
committees are to be formed for each of these problems composed of Deputies, wh 
are to be chosen by the Majlis. and Ministers. 

2. ‘The press has been taking advantage of an unbridled freedom to attack 
the Allies in a number of vehemently outspoken articles. Scarcity, high prices, 
inflation, lack of transport are all due to heavy consumption by the Allies, to 
their large demands for currency and their monopoly of the means of transport. 
Rerin abonld ave resised to the lat man._-Anniilation in battle aganet the 
Allies would have been better than slow annihilation by starvation. Persia had 
fulfilled her undertakings tinder the treaty in placing her roads, her railways, 
her harbours and communications at the disposal of the Allies. The Allies had 
ot kopt their promises regarding economic assistance and were callously letting 
Persia starve to death. ‘The articles are usually 20 worded as to make it cleat 
that, of the Allies, Great Britain is the real criminal. Where. anti-Br 
sentiments were formerly to a large extent merely a fashion, they are now 
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founded on what is widely believed to be a genuine grievance, and Nazi 
ppathisers have the pleasure of saying : “I told you so.” In addition to the 
liberate exacerbation of popular resentment against Great Britain, there is in 
some papers a campaign against the propertied classes and hardly veiled 
Incitement to’ revolution. 
~ 8. While there is at_ present little Jove for Great Britain, there is an 
Increasing number of Persians of the propertied classes and the intelligentsia 
who from fear of Russian post-war policy would be glad to seek British support 
‘The motive in most cases may be selfish, but not in all. In the present atmo 
Phere, however, an open expression of belief in the virtue of closer associat 
With Great Britain aud Persia requires more courage than is usually to be found. 


Economic. 

4. The bread situation in Tehran has very slightly eased, but the condition 
of the people in the poorer quarters of the town is really bad. Deaths from 
Atarvation are Hot aneommon and malnutrition is increasing the death-rate from 
disease. “Tn many of the towns faifure of the bread supply is being sted of only 
by the strenuous endeavours of the consular liaison officers. ‘The Ministry of Food 
and its American adviser are still being heavily criticised and attacked, and it 
Tequited some courage on the part of the veteran politiciau, Tadayyan, hitherto 
Minister without Portfolio, to accept the Ministry of Food. 

5. The Ministry of Agriculture has been given a credit of 10,200,000 rials 
to finance spring sowings. 

6. The Majlis has, after much discussion and uninformed criticism, 

4 Bill authorising the exchange of gold coins now held as a backing for 

ime for gold in bars of equal weight. The gold bara will be provided by His 
Majesty's Government and the gold coins will be sold by the banks at the highest 
‘obtainable price in rials, which will be credited to His Majesty's Government's 
account in Persia. It is hoped that the gold coins will be hoarded and that the 
effect will be to absorb some of the present purchasing power of the country. 


Appointmente—Civil. 
—{i) Seyyid, Muhammad Tadayyun (M.A. 288; 0. 207), hitherto 


yithowt Portfolio, wo be Maier of Food Supply 
(ii) Hashim Sabba, from Director-General, to be Under-Secretary of State 
in the Ministry of Finance. 
(iii) General Ismail Shafahi (M.A. 261; F.0. 190) to be Under-Secretary of 
State (Technical) in the Ministry of Commence and Industry, and also Director 
of the Munitions and Chemical Factories of that Ministry, 


Persian Forces. 


‘8. The munitions factories, which were previously controlled by the 
Mininicy for War, have since the signature of the contract with the Russians (see 
Sammaty No. 49/42, paragraph 15) been taken over by the Miniatry of Commerce 

ilustry. 


Appointments—Military. 

9—(i) Sartip Ali Akbar Siahpush @LA. 270) to. command 6th (Fars) 
Division, vier Sartip Mobd, Hussein Firouz (M.A. 94; FO. 75) vacated, 

Sartip Assadullah Gulshayan, from command of 12th (Kermanshah) 
le, to be Second-in-Command of 6th (Fars) Division. 

(ii) Sarhang Davalu to command 12h (Kermanshah) Bri 

(iv) Sarhang Hussein Atapur, Persian Military Attaché in London, to be 
Sartip. 


Internal Security. 
Pare. 

10. Active efforts are still being made to induce the Government to refrain 
from military patios against Masir Qashgai General Shahbakhti is not yet 
able to act a the transport promised in has not yet arrived. His inactivity ie 
to some extent allaying the healthy fears aroused on his appointment that. his 
arrival in Shiraz would be followed by swift action, and is raising the hope that 
the intrigues of Nasir’s supporters are being effective. But Nasir himself is in 
‘some perturbation, and it is reported that be is finding no great willingness 
among the tribes to rally to his support. Meanwhile, the roads remain 
undisturbed. 
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Khuzestan 
11. To the end of Fy fles had been surrendered b 
r es had been surrendeted by the Arabs 
‘The Khastaj Abdullah (se 3/43, paragraph 8), with the exception 
of one-third, made their submission on the appearance of the Persian forces. The 
third, after a brash with the Persian forces, withdrew, leaving theit 
in the hands of the Persian troops. Operations against the 
eee ian troops. Operations against the Ben 


Russian Affaire 


‘The Tudeh party in Khorassan and Azerbaijan is now publishi 
propagenda on conventional Communist lines The peoant are hei a 
0, 11nite to oppose exploitation by the landlords and ° 
with Rass are being onganised, i npeapaear aed 
is Majesty's Consul-General at Meshed reports that 2,000 Sovi 
troops with some tanks have left Meshed. for Askbabad. and that 300 raw 
technicians have recetly passe! throogh Kuchan on thei way tothe railway at 
Shahrud i 


Tehran, March 9, 1943. 
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CHAPTER IlISAUDI ARABIA. 


(E 140/69, No, 32 


Mr, Stouehewer-Bird to Mr. Eden—{Received January 7, 1943.) 
(No, 52) 

Sir, Jedd, December 13, 1942. 
ais, tay, i, Hour lo traneait 10 8 herewith an ‘ancount drawn. op by 
all of the five interviews which King Abdul Aziz granted me duri 
By eed 1% @ during his 

2 ‘T have asked Mr. Wall to reproduce as closely as possible the King's 
town worl ns in this way a far cleaker picture can be formed of the spirit aid 
the wisdom of this truly great man, 

_ <3. King Abdul Aziz Thn Sand’s present most friendly attitude is due 
in large measure to his genuine appreciation of the generous and helpful attitude 
Of His Majesty's Government in these most difficult times. Owing to the 
serious drop in his two sources of revenue, pilgrimage and oil, he has found 
himself with a revenue of approximately 10 per cent. of his expenditu 
Export restrictions imposed oy ‘all countries surrounding him and the scarcity 
of shipping space has rendered the supplying of his country with sufficient. food, 
inotor transport and other necessities a most difficult question. His Majesty 
has genuinely appreciated the efforts which haye been made to solve this problem, 
tore vital to this than to surrounding countries, as Saudi Arabia, whi grows 
Practically no food and bas no industries, is dependent on imports for ite 
existence. 

4. "The King's policy is based on the firm conviction that the i 
of the Arab world lie in the victory of the Allied nations and in a contin 
fand, indeed, an increase in, British influence in the Near East. As will be seen 
from the accompanying record, His Majesty docs not believe in a union of 
existing Arab States, each of whom, he says, has its own characteristics. What 
he hopes for is, that all Arab States, whilst remaining independent of one another, 
will be united by the common bond of friendship’ and closest co-operation with 
the British, - Tiines have changed and weak States cannot stand alone, and unless 
the Arab States look to Britain for protection against external aggression and 
to act as intermediary in their disputes one with another they will inevitably 
fall under some foreign domination. 

3. The King’s statement, that we do not need to do any propaganda as. he 
himself is our best and most effective propagandist, is literally trae. | The King 
has consistently, from the outbreak of war, backed the Allies to win, grieved 
lover their set-hocks and rejoiced in their successes. Three examples will serve 
to illustrate his attitade. When France fell; he sent_me a personal message 
expressing grief at the diffieulties which the British would mow have to. face 
but assuring me of bis full confidence in a final British victory. When 
HLM. Hood was lost and certain of his counsellors suggested that even ou nea 
the British were being beaten, he bade them have patience for a few days, and 
Shen the Bismarck was sunk these same counsellors were made to stand up atid 
Uap. His religious advisers, the Ulema of Nejd, criticised him for his distress 
tne General Rommel’s advance into Egypt, saying, that he, a Moslem, was 
Cndangering his health and reducing himself to a mental state,’ which was 
Causing bim to neglect his duty, over a quarrel between unbelievers, | His 
Majesty berated his critics most soundly, pointing out at the end of his lecture 
Maine reasons for his policy, that his friends, the British, were certainly 
Chrittians and not Moslems but that, were it not for their generosity and help 


And their sicczas in keeping Rommel out of egypt, they, the Tema, vwonld have 
‘vo food in their bellies and no clothes on their bac ji 
a. Ton Sand’s views on the present position of Germany are interestin 


ai re fle likens Hitler to a man who has stuffed himself with muc' 
ang Paced fe (the countries ‘of Europe) in the belief that he will derive great 
But he has swallowed, not nourishing food, but a 


from his meals. shin i 
strength, from are and scorpions, and whilst these tear at his vital, the Tions, 


|, America and Russia, attack him. 
Pers, Troneet our. \narrices at thle ee sche Cer 
five and the recently appointed Bri viser atte 
representative and the ra aero the dficolie which faced Hi Afajesty 
Ton Sand shovm their endeavour to keep Saudi Arabin supplied with even their 
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minimum requirements in food and especially transport, His Majesty felly 
however, that he must stress the vital necessity for keeping’ his transport system 
in proper working order us on it depended not only the feeding of the population 
in outlying distriets but the maintenance of public security throughout his vast 
territory. 

8. I cannot close this, my last report from Jedda, without acknowledging 
my debt to. Mr. Wall whose knowledge of the language and sympathetic insight 
hhave contributed so greatly to the atmosphere of friendship and perfect under- 
standing which has always obtained at my interviews with King Abdul Aziz 

9. ‘Tam sending copies of this despatch with its enclosure to His Majesty's 
Minister of State, Cairo, the Secretary to the Goverament of India in the 
External Affairs Department, His Majesty's Ambassador, Cairo, His Majesty's 
Ambassador, Bagdad, the High Commissioner for Palestine, the Governor of 
aAden, His Majesty's Minister, Tehran, His Majesty's Minister, Beirut, and the 
Honourable the Political Resident in the Persian Gulf. 

T have, &e, 
F. Tl W. STONEHEWER-BIRD. 


Enclomre in No, 32, 


Memorandum of Conversations between His Majesty King Abdul Aziz Ibu Sand 
and His Majesty's Minister at Jedda, December 6-10, 192. 


HIS Majesty, contrary to his usual practice, caine to Jedda before the 
Pilgrimage this year. He arrived early in the morning of the Sth December, 
Sud received the members of the Diplomatic Corps the same morning, each 
‘uisaion being received separately, ns hax been done stace the outbreak of war, 

His Majonty's Ministor accompanied by his xtaf! waa received at 10°43. 4. 
‘The conversation was confined entirely to formal compliments and lasted only 
ten minutes, His Majesty’ wan suffering from. a slight cold which bad. given 
hiov a nore throat and made his voice somewhat husky 


Private interviow was arranged for His Majesty's Minister at the King’s 


Fequot every morning while he was in Jedda, "Even though there may be 10 
business. to discuss," said the King. "I love talking.” On one occasion, when 
Hix Majesty's Minister had expressed a fear that he bad taken ap x good deal 
of His Majesty’ time, the King replied = “ We have no busitiess except with you, 
we came to Jedda this time just to talk to you.”” 

His Majesty's Minister was accompanied by Mr. Wall as interpreter. Sheikh 
Yuwf Yasin was present at all the interviews, and the Amir Feisal at most of 
them, One interview at which questions of supply were discussed was attended 
by Hamad-al-Suleiman, Deputy Minister of Finance, and Najib Salha, of the 
Ministry of Finance, who has been specially appointed to deal with’ supply 
matters Lieutenant-Colonel Griffin, resident reproseutative of the Middle East 
Supply Centre, and Major Shoormiih, the transport adviser, were also present 
at this meeting. The Amir Mansur, Tho Saud’s seventh son (by bis favourite 
wife, Umm Talla}, whom he bad brought to Jedda with some of her smaller 
childeen), was prosent at one interview, Sir John Dashwood attended one 
interview. 

‘The interviews took place in the main reception room of the palace : a vast 
and windy hall with the furniture so arranged that it is almost impossible to 
hear anything spoken except by the person on your immediate left or right. The 
King sat in the middle chair of a row {Placed across one end of the room, with 
His Majesty's Minister on his right and the Amir Feisal, Yusuf Yasin and the 
others a good way down one side of the room, just within, or perhaps just out 
of, hearing, When it was necessary for any of them to join in the conversation 
they could only do so by coming forward and squatting on the carpet in front 
of the King. (There was no loss of dignity in this. for the King and his people 
have carried the manners of the tent into their palaces) 

Before conversation began the crowd of armed and richly garbed bodyguard 
was waved away through various doors and windows by a slight gesture of the 
Kings hand. 

m Saud talks fast and says a grent deal. He has a strong Nejdi accent, 
but in talking politicn to foreigners be uses a fairly pare vocabulary, only lapsing 
into phrases of dialect when he warms to his subject. He has little tricks of 
speech—the Arabic equivalents of "listen!" and “don't you see!" —with which 


y le gives to some ordi Arabic words a peculiar 
dein eta Teenie" =A Haha" the Correos 
his speech, the Government, be., the British; and out pre eer 
jisunderstanding was only cl was foun ithe: 
‘Meezaniyah,” by which every ," meant to him a 
kind of inventory or list. He isos 0 
foreign nuestra ory, with which, ad, of sour, Yess 
f Hustrates his points. zy se 
es seat Minister frstof all told oe King ‘that he a bos ee 
to Moroceo. “ This is sad and unexy ed ne s 
ST don't want to lose you. Let me telegraph to the Government and ask 
ie Siegestye Minister explained the reasons that had led His Majesty's 
coer was teh thy are oly trary bce 
nce over there, but we benefit as much from your being. hi o 
Se oe a ar eae in Mora, al she ial ies 
it has been a great comfort ‘to me to know that you were bere in Jedda working. 
day and night for us; it has been as if the Government itself were sitting here 


‘in our country.” overnment had 


their deoisi 
He left bohind 


you're 
T want 


ject of Hix Majesty's 
little sons, Nawwaf 
of 2 He took the 


"ell hit wot to go, not to gat all 
rom reserve noteworthy even in the familia 
eerste was ie tnual in his interviews with His Majesty's Minister, of his 
“family’s” regret at the parting, " fa ere meaning Umm Tallal, who 
had entertained Hix Majetrs Minne’ wife and dager at Riyadh serio 
i them again in J is vii 
aoe reRiajea’s Miniter refered to the two ajo problems wh wih fe 
roed > fi id supplies, together wit rela 10 
Simmer transporte. He repeated what he ad ai many previo ala: tat 
is 2 Government would give all the help they could, an sup) 
Mere nt aways forthcoming jast when needed, the reson was ot an unwilling 
hes to help of atiyone's part, but the fact that neither the supplies nor the sbip 
to carry them could be found always when they were wanted, ee 
‘The King replied: ** I understand that perfectly. No one knows better than 
how eneroosly the Government have responded to our appeals. -am deeply 
wish to aa ‘all occasions. I know, too. [Is 
Srstcome tore all there Tf yu earry rice this country, perhaps You, have 
to leave behind a tank that ought to be sent to Africa, ‘That's the main thing, 
tobeat the Axis. That's in our interest, as I'm always saying. But you know ty 
2 TMi Government just how we are placed here in this country 
tat lala liar tthe. eo kaw the general sation beter 
than I, to do what they think is best for them and for us a, 
"Bat the hungry man doesnt always understand. © We are hungry aud 
folk behind us,” as they say, This is a wide country. "In « 
farm pares Ey the borders of Iraq ‘nd ratajrdan ine are eo staring 
Then there is the question of money. re in n caste 
side Bret eg the new arrangements that we have made for getting, 
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supplies of food-stufls, customs receipts have dwindled away. ‘The demands on me 
increase, “I have to give great sums in charity, All day and every day beggars 
are at my door and petitions pour in from great aud small, all saying the same 
thing: “I'm hungry, I want, 1 want, I want On this visit to the Hejaz 
1 have found the money I brought’ with me for charity not enough, I have 
esely Taft Ibn Suleiman (the Mtinister of Finance) bebiad in Ney fora te 
that T can stave off the clamorous by telling them to wait until ton Suleiman 
comes. I have insisted on the strictest economy in my own family and have not 
allowed any of them to come with me to Mecca this time unless they ould pay 
their own way. 

, I know the Government realise my difficulty and I believe they realise how 
much it is in their interest that this country should be at peace and cause ne 
trouble at this dificult time. This is God's Holy Land; the eyes and hearts of 
allie oie oct it isa litle in ar interest aki ie in urs that 
some of the ill-disposed among the Arabs—or some of that other family you know 
about (ie.. the Hashimites)—should be given an opening to make trouble here or 
spread hostile propaganda about us in the world 

("Then motor cars; they are vital to this country for two reasons: one, we 
must distribute food to every part of the kingdom. I have woo this land and T 
am responsible for every part of it. They look to me from far and near and £ 


must feed them, Second, we must have cars to maintain law and order, What 


do you think has enabled me to hold the unruly and factions in check, to purse 
and punish the evit-doer, to make the law felt in every remote region of the lund t 
The help of God, and after that the motor ear. If I had no ears to carry iy 
attols, do you think there would be peace and order from end to end of the land 
‘us there in ow P 

The subject of propaganda was raised by His Majesty's Minister askin 
whether His Majesty would object. to the BBC. broadeasting. . meage et 
congratulation from Lord Athlone on the anniversary of His Majesty's acesssion. 
ae message would refer to His Majesty's loyalty and friendship for Great 

rit 

" replied the King with great omphasis, “ that’s what I'm always 

to my people!" (The Arabic word for ** broadcast "" has the same 

wide significance as the biblical English " publish,"') "As T aaid to Yusuf about 

the cinema: they (ity the British) don’t need to do any propaganda bere. Tam 

their chief propagandist: I am their fifth column!” (the entice beat recently 

erected a cinema projector on ani open bakony of the Chancery-—the only place 

available—and someone had represented to the King that the great. and 

conthusiastic crowd that assembled in the streot to watch was contrary to good 
morals) 

His Majesty's Minister began to explain about the cinema, but the. Ki 
smiling broadly, stopped him" As for the cinema, we have closed that door’ 
(meaning that the matter wax satisfactorily settled), "' But. ax for propaganda, 
day and night in every ‘ majlis ’ from of old) I have told the 
friend, and told them why, "Listen he reasons Gontoth 
himself in his chair and tucked his stockinged feet ander him in 
Perition. We are people of religion. Nothing comes before that. If religion 
forbade mo to be a friend of the British, Land my country and people would periah 
sooner than take their hand. But the very opposite is true, ahd tor two necene 
first, Islam commands us to keep our word. I pledged myself in friendshap. to 
you long ago, I shall keep that pledge. If not. aim ruined in this world and the 
ext. | Secoull, the Koran, our Book, commands me to believe that the British are 
the friends of the Arabs. Listen! “Alif Lam Mim. Ghulibat ir Rum fi adna 
lardi ... ..1°"  (ilis Majesty quoted Surat Al Rum, Koran, chapter 30, v. 1, 
explaining the famous prophecy that the Byzantines would rise again after theit 
defeat by the pagan Persians and win a great victory, whereat the Moslems would. 
‘rejoice, as indicating the victory of the British and their Allies over the tyrannous 
and anti-religious power of the Axis.) 

“On that day the faithful sball rejoice.” repeated the King.“ Secondly, 
there is the good of my country. How often have I said to my people : * How lome 
do you think I should last if the Government were driven out of the East!" And 
over and above our material interest, what binds us to the Government is the “air 
dealing and honourable treatment we have always had from them. ‘There are 
two kinds of relationships hetween countries : the relationship of fear—fear of 
the aubjected for the conqueror—and the relationship based on mutual interest 
andl co-operation. That is the relationship between you and us. Who else would 
have treated us as you have? We were talking the other day and someone said : 
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lithe Axis said to us: Come to us and we will treat you just like the people of 
Berlin and Rome, and if at the same time the Goyerninent said to us: Come to 
4s; we cannot treat you like the people of Londot, bat we will treat you Tike 
\le of our colonies, which should we choose!” 1 say the latter. of course. 
At'sas-clear as the sun. How have those two rogues “ Hatler” and * Missoluni 
treated their own people in Berlin and Rome! They have slaughtered them and 
tortured them most barbarously. But the Government treat the people of their 
onies just like the sons af England. Look at India. A land of Kings. Do you 
k anyone else, Arab or foreigner, who might have conquered India would have 

left those kings to enjoy their rights and privileges? No; they would have ove 

th fo led 
Oa referee to te of Salhel-Din-<l Senna not vo ome on pilgrimage 
in the Hejaz made the King chuckle: "That's not a decision of 
Smut Th is cas moray of Gods who strngihoned the British to defent th 
eter te t interview was spent dvcming the war es andthe 
ral situation. “Thu Saud expressed admiration for America's war effort 
Pipresident Reenevelt to man like your Prime Minister, and itis 19 the world’s 
fortune that there are two rach meu in such close agreement at this time. 
ations are valued by their lenders. A thousand lions lel by a. fox are nothin: 
A thousand foxes led by a lion are an army. These leaders are different frm that 
“Hadlr they rule by consent, not by terror, and they have won the admiration 
‘ir nations because they have never u 
Thy‘ te Ghcriunente will lst becdone they sock to do right. We believe 
8 of evil cannot endure.” 
Prolene and Sosa have cue th that can only Had to disaster 
Massolini—but what is Mussolini! Mr. Churchill spoke a word about him aa 
Blessed the: he called him jackal. “They have made grave mistakes, Hitler 
hen he failed to invade England after a 
iWe were sorely grieved at ates A that tne fr we knew there was 
i stand. them. ‘mere jod in 

Maoglest he ervor- ‘Thon Ye erred fa. attacking 


ee ler now is lke a-man who bos swallowed all manner of serpents, vipers 


corpions, all alive and furiously biting in his belly, then while he is 

Himgling with this internal attack: be in eet upon by Hoos ‘The serpents and 
forptons ure those couttric, Poland and Czecho—what-tyo-call-t the lions 

v ia and America, What shall he ry. wt 
Nee eee tite or defend bimelf fram the Hous autidet 1¢ Gd wil 

i fc way 2 
ae eet i abont s seennd front. T my tho British wil not open a send 
front in Purope. Those places, Belgium and Holland, are well guarded. he 
fighting man looks for an opening, ‘There wan'n tite whe T thought you might 
Uy and capture or destroy the Fron fleet in that place in France where it 
tuid from there go on to invade France ‘Then again T often said you ow t 
take the Maghrib (i.e, French North Africa), Now you've done it. There's 

second front. Once drive the Germans out of there and you have the Axis 
Tn'the grip of your hand. And we and the Arabs and all Moslems will rejoice 


oo TT reinterview at whieh Sir Jobn Dashwood was present the talk: turned 


es of G anda, 
oe Mei joan Decker gooeed the eer a reve Gorman breadast to 
“ Rommel’ advance westwards."” This deligl ing. = 
Rema Arab belicees the German wiveles now? We have heard then sin 
the same ship three times over. Lies return npon the head of thei, dsseminator- 
‘As the Traqi proverb says, "Untruth is a mount will take you forth bat will no 


pring Toe Tetesty ras asked what future be foresaw for the Arab States after 


the war. A, & 2 Ki 
™ wr defeat, save as God wills,” replied the King. 
sig ete Suma Slo" Will and casts ows whom 3 will” Bat after oct 
sobmission to that primal truth we believe pees ese ae aceeaata te Ae 
is British victory an it. vietory is 
Se ree Ear wil try and show you broefly Uh reasoning that hs led tie 10 
hold this view. 
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* Men ask : * What do the Arabs think ! What do the Arabs vi 
. ack“ What do the Arabs th hat do the: Arabs want? What 
a Arabs dh We have to say what the Arabs are, what are their 
“The Arabs have two characteristics: their Islam and their 
{( Arabism “their racial and national feeling). But to bea enough. 
Maree still too many primitive and ignorant people among the Arabs for them 
bf elie wre atinte Whey ree nation. There remains their Islam: that 
bo tras Islas waeorrupted Of iguorance aad ianoreticnsscot nso eal 
religi See may Cait of ate foundation Ld 
en gion, the exact fulfilment of God's law on earth, or a wise Constitution 
Waite thew by all the people of the State. No Arab country to-day 
: he history of the Arabs has been a tale of struggling f¢ au 
bi ha in a ated Gare ‘who all soughs to. weld ol) 
fone empire and to strengthen their hold over thet 
Ummaiya nnd Abbas down to the Turks. ‘The Rusts ware tha tost So rola 
Arb Empire. They kept it together and kept the Arabs in subjection to them 
by ree mean: unceasing propaganda forthe Turkish Khalifa Sultan Abdul 
nid used to spend 7 million a year on. pi ‘aud his “da'at" 
pa mista eee east eeaten ears ate 
they pinned a medal on « noble Arab's chest and dazzled him with it until he 
could see nothing else; the deliberate keeping of the mass of the 
leseraney and thie ed that they were too brutalised and 
Against them. Then thre camo the yreat war, and the Arabs stirred 
Aled with the hope of throwing off the Turkish ‘iealontion or Ore Reet Goes 
a ty hundreds of years independence again seemed possible. They fell under 
the rule of Britain and France. You know what I think about British rule—that 
iM beeper it ~~ tn is \the worldly good of the Arabs. As for the 
‘renoh rule you ww what I thin! tthe French, But tasted 
om aid now they want to feed (arena eaaapaner baer 
in stitewnanship there are two guiding principles r 
oun propery and rn” The stein is nt merchant. Whetber be 
* is country or his estate or elf he is cheap 
find selling dear. ‘That in natural. Sel{-in ee ct tre 
motives of human action. ‘The other principle in sharat*dhonenr and integrity) 
Earthly success ix unpredictable. Man's powers vary in different. times and 
circumstances in inexplicable ways, At ane time a man may seek to jut 
that law table there and not be able to and be forced to draw back defeated. AL 
another time he may leap over the mountain tops. Amoug the vicisitudes of 
fortune and the strange chances of opportunity there is only one sure thing ; to 
be true to e's own ideals. The man of integrity will retire, in defeat 
wonquered, though fate may seem to have vanquished him yet 
of hin fae Esnausstbe hoa otsine! tabmpalred Ms willie tsyighie te sal maka, 
tho changes of circumstances and un every wtunity to advance in some 
moasure the ideals he holds. Such a man will wade through dangers and 
undertake enterprises which others, who look only to immediate profit, view with 
fear and foretaing, beau be hows th ed bo sco seal i 
itil the statestnen of the Arab world underst inci 
act on them there n be no independence for the reaoh ey ea 
Traq, in Egypt, in Syria who are acting on them. They do not understand thei 
countries’ interest—not even their own. Look at Rashid Ali : the course I wai nod 
him aguinst might well have led to his country’s ruin. Let that pase be cared 
not for his country’s interest; you would have thought he might have cared for hit 
own. No their chairs of office are dearer to them than their coantries ; 
We have talked about Palestine. T, an Arab, tell you that the Arabs 
created the Palestine problem. Who but the ‘Arabs called their conferences, raised 
their clamour and preached and, prated about Palestine? "And who were these 
Arabs? They were three types : The man who sought to make a wordly reputation 
for himself and win fame in men’s mouth; the adventurer who had ne aks either 
in Palestine or i Syria; and the greedy man who sought merely to enrich 
“Let the Arabs of each Arab country look to the i i 
iol eae pease eee eb enemies ol alters 
their own agriculture and industry, make themselves prosperous and strong and 
happy. Then let them use their natural ties of blood and kinship to hind them: 
selves more closely one with another. It can be done—though it will take a long 
time—by treaties, by friendly understanding, by recognition of mutual interests 


Co 


Look at America - at first. America was a collection of weak: and separate States 
But each State strove to improve itself. Tv developed its own, resgortes and 
strong and prosperolis, then pat out its hand to its brother States, and 
Gradnally united with thew, until to-vlay America has become the wreatest Suite 
Gnearth: So may the Arabs achieve union, if they will be honest and patient, for 
it-will take a long time. 
The world ie not, aa some Arabs scem to think, an aeroplane or a motor car 
‘want by the turn of the wheel. 
y will not accommodate itself to our 
Ji will be like after this war? What 
‘new systems will be bronght to ore than duist 
Bown down the wind! We oal te changed and a return to 
that state we were in before impossible. How vain were the hopes of those who 
held their conferences after the Great War seeking to retarn to the political and 
cial systems of before that war. 
vo at of the Arabs in that new world we can now state two things with 
certainty :First, the two basic principles of national interest and integrity that 
Have mentioned will still hold good, and it ix on those that the Arabs must baw 
the policy with which they face the new conditions. "If they neglect those they 
Will achieve nothing. Second, the Arabs, imited or not, cannot, stand alone 
Where are their aeroplanes, their submarines, their destroyers!’ “They must rely 
‘n the friendship, belp and protection of some Great Power. 
There are Governments besides the Government. Some of the others would 
wernment froth its place in the Kast. These enemies of ours, the 
pecially the Germané—are strong, 0 doubt, Strong enough to have 
nade many Arabs look to them as the champions of Arab freedom and indepen 
dence. But I tell you that, if Germany came to the Arabs offering, them the moon 
inone hand and the sun in the other, to accept their gifts would bring nothing ‘bat 
Tin and disaster upon the Arabs i 
“The Arabs bave known the British Government for a long time now. . ‘The 
Amcoiation baw undergone many teins. Both sides have had much to complain of 
But after it.all, one trath emerges ever clearer: our interests aro inevitably bound 


ip Tail us we are lost, The Governinont. is a tree well rooted and we are 
‘entea om ite branches, Lf that tree ix felled, aball we not wither and perish 
‘even before its roots t 

ele conclusion, I will mention three things: that have weitten the lemon 
elearly. ‘hires things in thix war two of them happened, one was averted. 

M First, the German occupation of Europe. We have aeen.what they have 
done in Holland and Belgium and those places, Can the Araby imagine that the 
Germans love them better than they love the people of Belgium t 

we Second, the revolt in Traq. The leaders of Lraq, ignoring both their loyalty 
to their nord and their own interest, plunged their country into the worst possible 
dilemma, Had the Germans succeeded in remaining in Traq but four months 
Traq would have been utterly ruined. The British wonkd have treated the Leagis 
fr traitors and enemies, and the Germans would have had. bat one object—to 
attuh the British, and would have slaughtered every Fraqi who hindered them, 

S Tiiad. the threatened invasion of Egypt. The Arabs saw the key to, the 
‘Arab world within the grasp of the Axia, and the battle of AI Alamein showed 
thon hat no one stond between them and that disaster but the British 
Government 

rrithere is the truth : history has written it as clear as the sun. Our trust is 
in God and after that in the Government, This war at all times has proved it, 
And et ne tise more than when the Government seemed weakest, and nearest to 
Feta Nee ou have great Allies, America and Russia, with millions and with 
mien, - No one can now doubt that the Allies have overwhelming power andthe 
fasue ia not now in doubt, But one thing aloue brought this mighty alliance into 
being. one thing alone stirred America to action and convinced her that the cause 
Wane oe Test. ‘That was when you in your island, with all your Allies broken, stood 
firm against the world, But for that stand I think neither Russia nor America 
Wonlithawe been inspired to fight, the arms of freedom would have been every: 
Mhore cact away, and in that general ruin what hope of Arab independence could 
survive! 

Figs Majesty's Minister had a final interview with Tho Saud at Al Shumaisi, 
BT kiln. feom Jedda on the road to Mecca, on Sunday, the 18th December. 

Tie Majesty's Minister delivered Mr. Eden's message about his transfer 
(Roresan Offi telegram No. 304) and the conversation that followed was almost 
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up together. No one bet the Goverament can belp and protect the Arabs, and if 
tae 














entirely personal. A small camp had been pitched, and after the sunset pres 
His Majesty's Minister was entertained at dinner by His Majesty. Abdullah-al- 
Suleiman, Minister of Finance: Hamad-al-Suleiman, Yusuf Yasin and Najib 
Salha were also present. After the meal Ibn Saud himself annointed Hix 
Majesty's Minister's hand with his own perfume—a powerful mixture of attar 
of roses and musk. ‘I follow in the footsteps of the prophet,’ remarked the 
King. “ and three things T love: perfume, women and prayer”) 
His Majesty's Minister took his final leave of Thm Saud at 7-30 r.w 
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ie Mr. Wikeley to Mr. Eden —(Recelved Jonuary 28) 
(No. 2 

HIS Majesty's Chargé d’Affaires at Jedda presents his compliments to His 
Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and has the honour 
to transmit to his the annual report on the heads of forvign missions in Jedda, 


Jedda, January 9, 1943. 


Enclowure in No. 33. 


Report on Heails of Foreign Missions in Iedda, January 1943. 
France, 


M. P. A, Ballereau was transferred to Jedda a» Minister in November 1938 
after eight yours ax consul-geueral in Singapore. He begat his career in Morocco, 
where he spent many years, and later he was chargé dalfaires at Tehran, 

Until the fall of France was anxious to co-operate with the British Legation, 
nnd ‘was, embarrassingly loud-mouthed in his propaganda and his attacks on 
{usrected defeatiata Since July 1040 has shown open approval of the. Vichy 
Government's policy of loyal collaboration with Germany, In. whom he states lies 
France's hope of regeneration.” Generals de Gaulle and ‘Catroux are, he loudly 
proclaims. traitors who will be shot after the war, ‘The Amir Feisal's view that 
hr a mentally unbalanced ia generally thared. 


M. Ballerean is 61 years of (Written in 1041 
tow almost fated 


M. Ballerean has now almost at of the life of dda. He i never 
neon, has very few contacts, and only occasionally leaves his house for a walk 
or a'drive at dusk, 


yhting France. 

M. Roger Maigret has returned to Jedda as“ Délégué " of Fightin, France. 
He vas chargé d'affaires and later Freach Minister in Tedds frase 1008 oe tas 
(ee report for 1987). “He is being accorded by the Saudi Arabian Government, 
4s a personal courtesy, all or nearly all the privileges of the head of a Foreign 
Mission. 

It is difficult to see what useful role can be played by a representative of 
Fighting France in this country at present. France, whether ee ‘or not, 
has lost any prestige she ever hid here, and Tho Saiid has described the Fighting 
French as“ just another slice from the sume old loaf.” 

M. Maigret profestes to be a firm adherent of the Allied canse, and 
believed that he was one of the first in Syria to rally to de Gaulle. His mental 
however, is revealed by the fact that he considers that any representative of 
France in Jedda, even an admittedly incompetent and shifty M. Ballerean with 
his declared hostility to the Allies, is better than none. 

As far as is known M. Maigret holds no communication with his Vichy 
colleague. 


Trag. 

Jamil Pasha Ar-Rawi was transferred to Kabal in 1941 and the legation 
has since been in the hands of two successive chargés d'aflaires The present 
incumbent is a pleasant and well mannered young man called Hashem Khalil, who 
speaks good English and who gives every evidence of being well disposed to ue 








eT) 


His substantive rank in the Iraqi Foreign Service is that of vice-consal, and he 
is rather too young for the responsibilities of his present post. 

Tt is stated that Jamil Pasha is to return to Jedda in the near future as 
Minister. 


Haly, 
‘The Italian Legation closed down in the spring of 1942 for lack of funds. 


Netherlands. 

Daniel van der Menlen has, owing to the internment in Holland of the titular 
chargé d'affaires, Dr. Di i, returned to Jedda, where from 1926 to 1931 
ho was consul and later chargé d'affaires. He had jist been promoted Resident 
in the Dutch Colonial Service and is merely seconded for the duration of the 
war. He is an authority on the Arabic language and customs, and speaks good 
English and French. He is a most loyal supporter of the Allied cause. His 
Wife, who is said to have some Javanese blood, has great charm of manner and is 
most helpful in counteracting her husband's occasional tendency to pessimist. 
Four of their children are in Holland, (Written in 1941.) 

M. van der Meulen made a trip to the Yemen by land in the summer of 1942 
Ih his opinion his trip did much to counteract Axis propaganda in the Yemer 
‘and served to show the Yemenis that the Netherlands was still a power in the 
world, 


Turkey. 

‘M. Saadullah Goren, appointed Turkish Chargé d’Affaires in 1938, never 
Teturned from his leave in 141, and it is thought that he has retired. 

‘One of the secretaries became chargé Gaflaires after M. Goren left until tho 
new Minister, Nizaruettin Ayashli, arrived in Jedda and presented his credentials 
on the 2nd August, 1942 

‘M, Ayashlt is an improvement on his predecessor. 
better manners and speaks excellent Frenc! 

ro-Allied sentiments, 
other, 


‘of proper food. é 
‘M, Ayashli is married and his wife is in Jedda, but I bave not yet met hen, 
M. Ayashli’s task includes the care of German and Italian interests in Sandi 
Arabia, and this, as long as there are several hundred Ttalian and some German 
Snternees in the country, will tend to render difficult his relations with the Saudi 
Arabian Government, 


Representatioes accredited also to other Governments, 


Afghanistan, 

Sheikh Muhammad Sadiq-al-Mujaddidi, is also Minister to Egypt and resides 
in Cairo. He came to Mecea on pilgrimage at the end of 1942, butt was not seen 
by his Christian colleagues, 


Egypt. 

Bahrawi Bey has been transferred to a post in the Egyptian Ministry for 
Foreign Affairs and has been succeeded by Mohammed Hosni Omar, who is also 
Minister to Iraq. He has not yet presented his credentials and nothing is known 
orth Beye Lega the charge of Abdul Hamid Monir Bey, 

tian Legation is in the charge of Abdul Hamid Monir Bey, a most 
friendly and helpful colleague, who co-operates willingly over sich questions as 
the pilgrimage. 


Persia, 

Ali Akbar Bahman, Minister to Sandi Arabia and Ambassador to Ej pt 
terminated his mission in both countries on an unspecified date in 1942, and./as 
far as Saudi Arabia is concerned, no successor appears to have heen appointed yet 


United States. 

Mr. Alexander Kirk presented his credentials to the King at Riyadh on the 
1th May, 1942. The visit to Saudi Arabia was, literally, a flying one and lasted 
only a few days. 
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Mr. Kirk visited Jedda in December 1942 for some days. 

Mr. Kirk, who is also, of course, Minister to Egypt, was most friendly during 
his few days stay in Jedda, but as he resides perianently in Cairo his colleagues 
here know little about him, 

A welcome addition to the Diplomatic Corps in Jedda was the establishment 
on the Ist May, 1942, of a permanent American Legation in the charge of 
Mr. James 8, Moose (Junior), who was previously second secretary at Tehran 

Mr. Moose, while he is in theory just a member of Mr. Kirk's staff, in fact 
acts as the head of a mission with the rank of chargé d'affaires. He is a most 
agreeable and co-operative colleague and appears to get on, well with the Sandi 
Arabs. He is married, but his wife aud family are in America 


(1B 1102/4102/25) No. 34 
Mr. Wikeley to Mr, Bden (Received Febraary 4) 
(No. 8) 


Sir, Jedlida, January 27, VAS 
1 HAVE the bonour to transmit herewith my annual summary of évents in 
Saudi Arabia during the your 1942 
2. Tam sending copies of this despatch to the Minister of State in Cairo and 
the Middle East Intelligence Centre, 
T have, & 
‘T. WIKELEY, 


Enclosure in No, 34. 
Annual Summary of Kents in Saudi Arabia during 1942 


IBN SAUD'S despotic yet kindly hand bas guided his country through yet 
another year- Time tate the King gently. His’ mind remaine kava, bin aioe 
tnanship i unimpaired and his wari husinity grows greater with the passing 
years, He continues to wield absolute control over his people and. country. 

2 Throughout 1942 the King continued his unfaltering support of His 
Majesty's Government and the Allied cause. It is truc that he refused to declare 
war on the Axis when sounded on this point by His Majesty's Minister at Riyadh 
in February, but his refusal arvse from his conviction that both the interests of 
his country and of His Majesty's Government were best served by his remaining 
neutral. He argued that bis influence in the Arab and Moslem world, and there- 
fore his utility to His Majesty's Government, could not but be diminished were 
he openly to take sides with us. If he declared war, people would say he had 
lost his independence and had become just a puppet in His Majesty's Govern: 
ments hands He also felt that, as guardian of the holy places of Islam, he 
could not expose the Holy Land to the risks and horrors of war, His Majesty's 
Government saw the force of these arguments and did not press the matter 
further, 

8. Ibn Sand’s decision appears, so far, to have been the right one. His 
influence in the Arab lands beyond hie frontiers js. ag great as ever (and, indeed 

reater since our victories in North Africa have vindicated his policy) ‘and that 
influence has consistently been used on our behalf. He has repeatediy. advised 
Arab lenders, particularly in Syria, not to embarrass His Majesty's Government 
when they bave their hands full elsewhere, and he is always telling them that only 
by British advice and assistance can the Arabs hope for liberty and a decent ite 
in future, 

4. Tn many other ways Tbn Sand’s loyalty to His Majesty's Government bas 
been manifest throughout the year. He has frequently communicated to us 
information regarding the situation in Europe and elsewhere obtained from his 
‘agents abroad; he has given us two machines of bis tiny air force in the hope that 
they would be useful for carrying passengers and mails; in the summer when 
the position was most critical in Eeopt he ungrudgingly allowed the Middle East 
Command to take over without payment seventy-five cars and lorries for which be 
had paid and which he ena most urgently himself; he has agreed to British 
and American aircraft crossing Sandi Arabia from the Middle East to the Persian 
Gulf provided they keep clear of the Hejaz and its holy places and of the more 
thickly populated parts of Nejd; his sorrow at our defeat in Libya in the summer 
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‘was ouly equalled by his joy at oar subsequent victories: and, finally, he has taken 
Zo important move without cousulting His Majesty's Goverment at every point 
Indeed, Britain in all her long history can seldom have had such loyal support 
from a foreign Power either in adversity or in success. 

& There is, of course, another side to the picture. Ibn Saud continues to 
Feceive enormous benefits from his Majesty's Government, and it is doubtful 
Whether, without oar help, his ramshackle kingdom could have withstood the 
results of the disintegrating forces released by the. war, A country iubabited for 
the most part by wandering tribes of ignorant and fanatical Bedouin; a country 
With no financial, reserves, with little agriculture, without exports, industries 
or shipping; a country hampered to a large extent by traditional ways of life and 
religion from adapting itself to the exigencies of a modern world at war; ‘such a 
‘country can only weather the storm if taken in tow by a Power much greater than 
itself; That Power has been, and could only have been, Britain, His Majesty's 
Government, who carry 50 many other burdens;-shouldered the burden of Saudi 
Arabia in 1941, and their help since then has been expressed in the only two things 
Which matter at present: money and food 

6. Onr subsidy to Sandi Arabia in 1942 reached the figure of approximately 
£3 million, part of which, took the form of minting Saudi Arabian riyals in an 
‘Attempt to solve the pereripial problem of eafrency shortage, aud part of which 
Wan expressed in supplies of food, &e. With this help Thu Saud was able to keop 
the country going, though at a reduced fempo, official salaries: were paid (more 
oor less), tribesmen, reduced t misery by prolonged drought, were assisted and 
merchants purchased food and other goods from abroad. The currency situation, 
however, is endlessly and, often fantastically, complicated. Riyals pour into the 
Country and then disappear, Some find their way to Bahrein, Koweit aud even 
Trag, but it is clear that every riyal not needed to purchase immediate necessities 
ix buried or otherwise hoarded, ‘There is therefore always a ry for more and 
More riya to pa of Government employees and to keep ordinary 
Commercial and nsactions going. In an attempt to solve these 
financial problems, Sir F. Rugman, Financial Secretary in the Sudan Government, 
Visited sJedda twice during the year. He and His Majesty's Minister had lengthy, 
exhaustive and exhausting discussione with Ibn Saud’s advisers, none of whom 
have, naturally, any conosption of modern financial methods. Suggestion after 
suggestion war turned down on grounds of religion or policy. Indian silver 
Tupees cannot be used concurrently with riyals because of the Prophet 
Mohanmed injunction that objects of the anune substancemay not be exchanged 
unless they have the same intrinsic value. Maria Therosn dollars are unacceptable 


for reasons of Policy. A note ienae weote with all sorta of difficulties, bat i ix 


to be hoped they wil 
solution 

7. ‘The solution of financial and currency difficulties is, of course, not enough 
in itslt, Even if there is money to pay fr them; food and other supplies hive to 
he found and transported, and it is due entirely to the generous and unceasing 
efforts of the Government of India and the Middle East Supply Centre and to the 
co-operation of British authorities in the Persian Gulf that a sufficiency of 
supplies reached Saudi Arabia during 1942. At the end of the year the outlook 
Was darkened by the prospect that India, needing all her stocks for her own 
fRormaus popalation, would be unable to continue supplying this country. It is 

ly, in consequence, that 1948 will be the worst year that Saudi Arabia has had 
lo face #0 far. A Middle East Supply Centre representative, in the person of 
Lieut.-Colonel A. G. Griffin, was permanently established in Jedda in the autumn, 
and it is hoped that his presence on the spot will go far to overcome the many and 
complicated supply problems of Sandi Arabia. ‘A British “ trangport adviser” 
‘was sent to Jedda at the end of the year and three military mechanics were to 

rith a mobile workshop in the hope that they will be able to organise Saudi 

transport on rational lines and, by effecting repairs and eliminating 

rt at least of the huge wastage that has been going os, reduce to « minimum 
‘audi Arabian demands for vehicles, tyres, spare parts, &c. 

S. The problems arising from the war, finance and supplies overshadowed 
everything elm in 1942, but the following items of general interest are worthy 
of record :— 

9. The Italian Legation in Jedda was closed in February and the Italian 
Minister and his staf, with the few Italian residents of Jedda, left the 
country for Italy via Traq and Turkey. There are now no Axis representatives 
in Saudi Arabia, unless the Vichy Minister, who still drage on a useless and 
uninspiring existence here, can be classed in this category. 


ot prove insuperable, as thie secins to be the oaly permanent 


SS. 











® 


French détégation bas been 
ne. a permanent United States 1 


Jedda, though a party of 
Ttalian civilians, at theit own request, were allowed to leave in stall boats in 
July, Most of them were picked up by the Royal Navy, but some reached the 
Yemen and a few eventually returned to Jedda, where they were again interned. 
‘The Turkish Government has undertaken to arrange an exchange of Italia 
internees at Jedda for an equal number of British seamen in Italiatt hands. | His 
Majesty's Government have agreed, but no reply had been received from Italy 
by the end of the year, 

12, Thu Sand’s recognition of the independence of Syria at the end of 1941 
raised a protest from the Lraqi Government early in 1942. The Iraqis considered 
that. Ibn Sand should have consulted thei before taking such a step, but Thu Saud 
replied that he was merely following the lend given by His Majesty's Goverament 
and that, consequently, there was no ned for wach consultation Relations with 
Iraq were ala slightly trouble by the holding up on the Iraq frontier of = Sandi 
Arabian diplomatic bag. Tha Saud was angry at what he coosidered to be a 
personal affront, but he was eventually appeased by a letter of apology. 

8. A proposal for the exchange of diplomatic representatives between 
Syria and Saudi Arabia had produced no tangible result by the end of the year. 

14. The three agreements with Koweit (Treaty of Friendship, Extradition 
‘Treaty and Trade Agreement) were signed on the 20th April, Ratifications had 
not beon exchanged by the end of the year, but ax both parties have been carrying 
out the tery of the agreements for wine Your past this doe wot matter much, 

15. The BO.A.C. started an air service between Jedda, Port Sudan, Asmara 
1nd Fgypt in May and this ar been ost ef 

16, The 142 pilgrimage, which eame at the end of the year, was much more 
successful than could have been ex Egyptians, enriched no doubt by: the 
huge sums spent in Egypt by the British forces, came in much larger numbers 
than usual, the total boing in the region of 13,000. There were also about 5.000 
Palestinians, Transjordanians and Syrians, and sore pilgrims came from Iraq and 
Porsia. There were also about 7,000 Sudanese and West Africans. The Govern- 


ment of India decided that, in view of the danger to pilgrim ships from Axis sub- 

‘marines in the Indian Orean, the Indian pilgrimage should be cancelled. Axis 

propaganda would no doubt have made great tse of this, but Ibn Saud cut the 

round from wader theit feet by wating, aud by allowing the BLB.C: to broadcast 
h 


is opinion, that the Government of India had acted rightly. The King followed 
this up at the annual banquet given to prominent pilgrims in Mecea by an 
tohergetic speech, in which His Majesty's Government came in for a great deal of 
praise for their unceasing care and consideration for Moslem pilgrims. Reports 
Which are beginning to come in xhow that this speech had a very beneficial effect 
on Te ‘and on others to whom the King's words have by sow been 
carr 

17. Lord Moyne, the Acting Minister of State in Cairo, visited Jedda at the 
end af Decetnber and Was given several audiences by the King. 

18. His Majesty's Minister left Jedda, on temporary transfer to Morocco, 
on the 15th December, “y . 

19, Mr. Alexander Kirk, United States Minister to Egypt and Sandi 
Acabi, presented bie credentials tothe King at Riyadh in May.” He also paid a 

December, 
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Weekly Political Summary No. 41: Syria aud the Lebanon, January 13, 1943.— 
. (Received February 5.) 
(Seeret.) 


General. 


THE: political agitation of the last few weeks, daring which the differences 
between the Syrian President and Prime Minister had brought the machinery of 
yernment almost to a standstill, culminated in the reconstruction of the Syrian 
overnment on the 9th January, when the President nominated Jamil Bey Ulshi 
‘s Prime Minister and Minister of the Interior to replace Husni Bey Barazi, 
effecting two minor Cabinet changes at the same time. The new Prime Minister 
thas no political following and is reported to be disliked by the Nationalists. It is 
Hol yet possible to assess public reactions to his appointment, but it does not 
‘appear to have aroused any active disapproval. In a statement to the press he 
as declared that he will conduct an energetic campaign against profitecrs, and 
the measure of his success will undoubtedly be the extent to which this promise 
is kept and his ability to induce his own President and Cabinet to accept 
cettain unpopular changes relating to the method of feeding the Damascus 
Population, which are absolutely necessary in the interests of economy. 

Further increases in the price of gold are reported from Damascus and 
Aleppo, die, it is believed, partly to large clandestine purchases from Persia, and 
alo to a growing lack of confidence in Syrian paper currency. As commodity 
Pes almost invariably inerease with the price of gold the already high cost 
living may therefore be expected to rine tll further. 

ipecutation regarding the possibility of early elections is now widespread, 
‘and is causing a ferment of intrigue amongst political leaders, who fear that they 
may be taken anawares 


Wheat, 

‘The dismissal of Husni Barazi is likely to have serious repercussions on the 
Wheat plan. Although the new Prime Minister has temporarily taken over the 
presidency of the Wheat Board, it is most undesirable that such an important 

1 should continue to be eubject to day-to-day political influences. ‘The Syrian 
Jovernment is therefore being invited to nominate a wew president of the board, 
Who, in. order that he may have the necessary authority, should be of 
ministerial rank. 

‘The recent increase in cereal collections has not been maintained, but it is 
hoped that the policy of arrests which ix being vigorously porsued may shortly 
bring about an improvement, Sheikh Mohammed al Earaj, of the Wulda tribe of 

ireh, has been deported for refusing to deliver the quota of wheat imposed on 
in village, an sila action will shortly be Laken agtinst other notables unless 
they comply with the demands of the O.C-P. within a specified time-limit 

Proposals are being studied forthe distribution of carels in Desaseus to 
be controlled by the O.C.P. By this means it will be possible to check the 
extravagances caused by the Syrian President's demagogic attitude, and it is 
estimated that a daily saving of 25 tons of grain will be effected. In addition, 
the discontent prevailing in other towns over the preferential treatment in the 
matter of ravitaillement hitherto shown by the Government to the population of 
Damascus would be removed. As, however, the mcasures envi tail the 
reduction of the daily ration from 500 grammes of bread per head to 330 grainmes 
of flour for the poor and 300 for the near poor, it is anticipated that there will 
be serious opposition to the scheme at the outset, although these figures have been 
accepted for some time now in Aleppo, Step are therefore being taken in 
advauce to deal with any outbreak of public disorder 


Syria: Damascus. 

‘The circumstances surrounding the reconstruction of the Syrian Cabinet are 
trifle obscure. Though Husni Barazi himself denies it, there is every reason to 
suppose that he had sent in his resignation, or at the least that be had offered 
verbally to resign, some weeks earlier, actuated in all probability by the belief 














that Genoral Catroux, then in Damascus, was about to secure his dismissal. Tt 
also seems clear that the initiative in effecting the eventual change came from the 
Cabinet rather than from the President. ‘The latter, unged thereto by some of 
the Cabinet, seems to have called upon Husni Bey’s four principal supporters to 
resign as a necessary prelude to the Prime Minister’s own withdrawal. These 
four at first demurred and sought counsel of Husni Bey, who declared that he, for 
his part, would not resign, whatever happened. He appears to have believed at 
this stage that he could bluff things through with his trump-eard of “British 
protectian,”” despite the fact (denied by him) that he had brought this situation 
shout ty his own earlier action. “The four supporters, however, who may oF may 
not have been ina position to save their chief by standing firm, did not do sa. 

Tustead, they agreed to continue in their existing posts under Jamil Ulshi. 
Apart from the change of Prime Ministers, therefore. the new Cabinet is the 
same as the old, with two exceptions the Amir Mustafa Shehabi has become 
Ragheb Kekhin 


Aleppo, whi 
i tot however, pop 

that he is related by marriage wwerful « 

Amir Mustafa Shobabi, who has taken no part in public life since be held i minor 
Cabinct post in 1936,"has a reputation for honesty, but apparently no great 
‘competence in financial matters, In politios he is a Nationalist of the milder sort 


Aleppo. 

‘Thore hax been no special political activity, Local reactions to changes in 
the Syrian Government are not yet known. ‘There are reports that Shakri 
‘Quwatli may vinit Aleppo in the near future to endeavour to settle some of the 
differences aL present existing amoug the more extreme local Nationalists, which 

f anything, inoreased by a receut viait of Hashim Atassi with the same end 
in view. 

‘There havo been minor strikes among textile workers for much-needed 
inoreason in wages, but no serions incidents are reportd, 


Home and Hama, 
‘The news of the changes in the Syrian Government has aroused little interest 
in the area, where the attention of the pop Fea absorbed by the 
contest which is proceeding between local landowners and the O.C.P. The arrest 
and. removal to Damascus of Haj Atef Atassi, the leading Moslem of Homs, has 
mado a considerable impression upon other notables, who are anxiously. wai 
to soe whether the Atassi family will pay the quantities of cereals demanded by 
the O.C.P. in order to save Haj Atef from exile, So far, however, there has been 
‘no marked inereare in the quantity of cereals collected in this area, . 

‘Thor have been small strikes in Homs, but no incidents are reported, as in 
‘each caso the strikers’ demands were promptly acceded to, tea 

‘The President of the Municipality of Hama has again offered his resigna- 
tion, He has been asked hy the Mohafez to reconsider his decision, bat has refused 
10 do 4, alleging as the reason for Mis action the insupportable interference of 
Nejid Agha Barazi in municipal affairs. 

Doctors and chemists who have returned to Hama from the medical 
conference at Alexandria report that they were much impreseed by the low prices, 
strictly according to tariff, prevailing in Egypt. quinine being an outstan 
‘example, The benefit derived from British influence was greatly admired, a1 
mauy. delegates made substantial purchases of medical supplies 


Jebel Druze. 

‘The opponents of the Atrash family have abandoned their publicly declared 
intention al ening deputation to Damascus to submit their grievances to the 
Government, and have confined themselves for the present to drawing up 3 
telegram addressed to the Cabinet. Meanwhile, the Atrash, alarmed at the 
rowing opposition to their power, lave held a mesting at Soueida to compos 
Their family differences ‘with a view to. presenting a united front to. their 


opponents. All the important mem f the family, including Soltan Pasha and 

pe Rinit Haman, were present, bat Is not known what decisions were reached. 
‘The administrative inefficiency and the. general lack of authority inevit 

resulting from this unsatisfactory state of affairs are reflected in minor brawls, 
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Which, while not immediately connected with political questious, are always liable 
to be fanned by one or other of the two factions into serious disorders. In 
addition, the finances of the Jebel are in'a chaotic state, and it, will not be possible 
to balance the 1943 budget unless outside assistance is forthcoming. 


Alaouite Territory, 


‘There have been demonstrations in Lattakia, provoked by the failure of the 
Ravitaillement to distribute the January issue of cereals. Clashes have-occurred 
thetween the population and the gendarmerie, who attempted to overawe the crowd 
by firing into the air. This situation appears to have been brought about by the 
maladiinistration of the Mohafez, who had insisted upon keeping the distribu 
tion of cereals in his own hands. ‘The matter is being investigated further. 


Euphrates and Sezireh. 
Considerable interest has been aroused by the replacement of the Free 


French Délégué Adjoint, Colonel Brosset. His suocessor, Lieutenant-C 
Alessandri, is well known to General Collet, and is believed to have a considerable 
knowledge of Syrian affairs. In a speech made at a dinne given by the 

icipality of Deir ex Zor in honour of the outgoing délégué adjoint, Colonel 
Alessandri declared that he would work for the complete and final independence 
of Syria and the liberation of France. 

As a result of the census and registration of honsehold stocks of grain 
carried out recently in Deir ez Zor and Kamichli¢ by the Eres Freneh Ddkggué 
ak the instigation of the O.C.P.. it has been. possible to reduce very considerably 
the quantities of coreals issued by O.C.P- headquarters to the local Ravitaille 
ment, and at the same time to achieve an efficiency of distribution which the Syrian 
officials had shown themselves to be totally incapable of attaining 

In viow of the very low level to which wheat collections iu the Jezirel, have 
fallen, especially in the area occupied by the Wulda, fines of rifles ate bein, 
imposed on villages which fail to sell heir grain, "So far, about 200, mostly olf 
weapons, have been handed in without incident, and it hax been announced that 
they may be redeemed at the rate of one rifle for every 4 ton of grain received. 
Tribal, 

‘The winter migration of the nomadic 
Fecent rains, there is an ab 
and it is not expected that 
unless unforeseen circumstances 

9 adequate supplies of gra 
complained some months ago that they were short of cereals, and who were in 
consequence allotted quantities of wheat and barley by the O.C.P., have not yet 
taken delivery of the total amounts which were made available. 

‘The murder of an Aguidat notable by a Jubbour tribesman, following a 
quarrel over an old boundary dispute, has caused the rallying in strength of the 
{Wo tribes, aud at first seemed likely to lead to serious fighting. The prompt 
arrival of Pree French troops, however, prevented an immedinte elash;_ although 
the tension is not yet completely relieved, numbers of the tribesmen have been 
disarmed, and endeavours are being made to arrange a tribal meeting to settle the 
affair. 

‘The balance of £8. 15,000 of the indemnity due to the Wulda, in settlement 
of the Feda’an-Walda dispute which took place early last year, has now been 
handled over. It will be recalled that. though the money was made available i 
September last, payment was withheld pending an improvement in the relations 
then existing between the two tribes. 


The Lebanon. 

‘The elimination of Husni Barazi has disquieted the Lebanese Primo Minister, 
‘who seems to consider that the British authorities, having failed to protect the 
former, would, similarly let him down if his. position “were emuiled by th 
Presi or the French. He complains bitterly of the systematic oppositi 
shown to him by his ministerial coll (except the Minster for Fore 
Affairs), and singles out the Minister of the Interior as chief obstructionist. His 
relations with the President, however. have temporarily improved. It is almost 
impossible to predict what impulsive act Sami Bey Solh will commit next; bat it 
is hoped that moderating counsels which have been given to him will prevent him 
from taking any step (such as the dismissal of Moussa Bey Nammout) which 
would be liable to disintegrate his Ministry at the present time. 

















Election talk has now spread to all areas of the Lebanon, and in Beirut at 
least speculation has far outrun fact as regards the imminence of elections and 
the methods to he employed for their supervision. The political groups headed 
Tddé and Béchara el Khoury have got together and produced a scheme 
vhich they would divide between them the portfolios in the provisional Govern- 
ment which they have assumed will be nominated to run the elections. Their 
assumption that they are the only two parties to be considered in this respect is 
not, however, shared by the many prominent politicians, especially Moslems. whi 
‘owe allegiance to neither group, and their scheme, if adopted, would by no means 
meet with universal approval ¥ 
After the failure of their negotiations with the Government in respect of the 
arrears of war profits tax, the Merchants’ Association have withdrawn into an 
attitude of obstructive non-co-operation with the Government and are likely to 
make trouble if the Government, in its efforts to collect the tax, assesses their 
members at what they consider to be an unduly high figure. 
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Sir B. Speare to Mr, Bden(Receieed January 21) 

(No. 53,) 1s = 
(te Beirut, January 20, 1983 
TIONS to the death of Syrian President have not yet crystallised. 
ationalist circles it is felt to render co-operation easier with Syri 
Government, but the sew Prime Misiator is geourafly disliked and Nati 
‘as a whole will probably decide to remain aloof pending a decision rogardi 
clections, - (See also my telegram ‘No. 48 to Foreign Office, repeated ax No £9 to 
Minister of Stato) 

2. New plan for feeding Damascus population will shortly be put inte fore 

3. Tnatigators of recent demonstrations in Lattakia have been arrested at 
the town is how quiet 

4. Reactions to Traqi declaration of war are genorally favourable, 


(B 615/27/89) No. #7, 


Weekly Political Summary No. 43, Syria and the Lebanon, January Zi, VO 
a (Received February 12) 
(Seoret 

‘THE death of Sheikh Taj-ed-Din inevitably caused a ferment of political 
speculation and inteigue, It also removed the chief instrument through which 
the Free French had worked in their control of Syrian polities. Although Jamil 

shi, the new Syrian Prime Minister, is thought to be largely amenable to French 
uence, the resalt was, therefore, a tendency on the part of the Cabinet to get 
‘out of hand. 

‘As-already reported, the new Cabinet's first act had been to issue a decree 
whereby it assumed “until the resumption of parliamentary life” the powers 
formerly vested in the President, its object being to prevent the French from 
nominating a successor to Sheikh Taj-ed-Din. A few days later, however, Jamil 
Ulshi. presented the Cabinet with a decree arrogating these presidential powers 
wo himsolf. The Cabinet, led by the Minister for Foreign Affairs, objected to this, 
and eventually produced by way of an alternative solution a resolution to the 
effect that in conformity with the relevant provisions of the Constitution (which, 
however, was not in force) general elections would be held, at a date and in a 
manner to be decided in consultation with the Allied authorities, in order to 
lect a new President. The main purpose of this resolution was clearly to 
forestall a Fretich announcement to the same effect, and thus to gain as much 
last-minute credit as 


would be forthcoming for it on the British side, and General Collet succeeded 
in persuading the Prime Minister to suspend it pending General Catroux’s 
return. Short} Tote (on the 24th Janvary) M. Helleu issued a communiqué 
on behalf of the French National Committee in London, announcing that the 
committee, "being determined to reinforce Syrian and Lebanese independence, 
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aiid considering, after consultation with the British Government, that the 
@Folution of the military situation was such as to permit the restoration of a 
foustitutioual régime,” had authorised General Catroux on his return to take 
Uill the necessary steps with this end in view “ after consultation with the Syrian 
‘and Lebanese Governments and with the principal local personalitie 

‘The Syrian Government, and the Minister for Foreign Affairs in particular, 

‘uch upset at what they imagined to be a French move designed solely to 

all them, ‘They were at first inclined to dispute the title of the French to 
estore the Constitution, and threatened half-heartedly to issue their own 
Tesolution in proof that the idea had been their own, or even to prevent by forve 

sale of newspapers carrying the French communiqué. Eventually, however, 

‘were induced to accept the sitiation 

A very similar crisis was occurring simultaneously in the Lebanon, where the 

ident and Prime Minister, feeling elections to be inevitable, and doubtless 
Aare of the Syrian Government's intentions, lad presented M. Hellen with a 

‘annooncing the restoration of constitutional life under the Lebanese 
rnment’s own auspices. M. Hellen reacted strongly. and although the Govern 
‘ent were at first inclined to ignore his veto, they were dissuaded by His Majesty's 
tion from n course of action which would have brought about a serious 

ict with the French. 

‘On the 26th January the Lebanese President attempted to persuade Sami 

Solh to resign with his Cabinet on the grounds that it was necessary in the 

J interest to forestall French action in the matter of restoring the Constitu- 

‘tion and dealing with the question of elections. He intimated that ho had no 
on of resigniniy himself, and would, on. the contrary, appoint « neutral 
smment to ace the elections through, Sami Bey Solh replied that he would 
‘hot rexign unless the President did s0 too; and in this attitude he was supported 
the rest of the Cabinet, who took the sensible line that they would relinquish 

AF requested to do so by the Allied authorities, but not otherwise. On being 
onrulted by Sami Hey, His Majesty's Minister indicated his provisional approval 
‘Of this attitude pending consultation with the French, M. Helleu, who was 

to have been consulted subsequently by the Prime Minister, informed Hin 
Majesty's Minister tbat he fully conourred. It in fairly clear, therefore, that 
the whole manceuvre was a desperate bid by M. Naccache to remain in office, 

The general reactions af the Levant populations to the Iraqi declaration of 
war on the Axis were, as already reported, favourable. Recent reports show. 
however, that the Nationalists, particularly in Northern Syria, have been inclined 
to criticise the Iraqis for having burnt their boats and laid themselves open to 
Axis reprisals ‘eriticia does not augur well for the future attitude of the 
National bloc should it cote to power as a result of elections. 

Th connexion with the tentative suggestion made by the Syrian Minister for 
Foreign Affairs that his Government should follow the fragi lead with a similar 

ration of war, it hax beets pointed out to him that the Levant States are 
Already technically’ at war with the Axis in view of the continuance in law of 
‘their mandatory status, and that while His Majesty's Government might welcome 
La Inter stage a parliamentary resolution. affirining the solidarity of the Syrian 

‘and Government with the Allies, far more importance will be attached 
is to concrete evidence of the Syrian Government's desire to co-operate in such 
Practical matters as the Wheat Plan. 

Farther evidence that the Syrian Government is out of hand has been 

Bored ty the publication of a, decree where Jamil Uishi as nominated 
jimself as president of the Wheat Board and Hikmat Horaki, the notoriously 
fand unsatisfactory Minister of Ravitaillement, as his deputy. in. that 

ity. This was done without consulting either the Free French authorities 

the Higher Wheat Committee, consisting of His Majesty's Minister and 
General Catroux or his substitute. After consultation with M. Hellou it has 
been jon ax subject to confirmation 


’ lawy 
of Khalil Madarres, the Nationalist leader who was recently Teporied 
declined to accept office as Prime Minister under Sheikh ae Din; 
fact that be is an Aleppine should remove any resentment w 
his district at the departure of Ragheb Kekhia, the Minister of 
lustice in the last Cabinet. 


[25648 ) " 


‘ich may 











98 
Jebel Druze, 


‘The situation in the Jebel has been card reconciliation 
which has taken place between the Atras h. celebrated at 
dinner-party given by the Mohafer at which the Free Freuch délégué. the Emit 
Hassan and other Atrash notables and the British Political Officer were preseat 
‘The reactions of the opposition families have not yet made themeselves felt 

The death of the Syrian President and the Iraqi declaration of war have 
aroused little comment. 


Alaouite Territory, 
No detailed reports have been received from this area 
Euphrates and Fesived, 


There has been no political avtivity of importance to report. ‘There i 
growing dissatisfaction at the Government's apathy in the face of the ever-rising 
cost of Tiving, which ix causing considerable hardsbip amongst wage-earners. 

‘The Mohafex of the dezireh hax expressed to the Political Officer his strong 
disapproval of what. he terms the failure of the Free French authorities 10 
cooperate with the local Administea several instances in which be 
acouses the French of having acted independently and arbitrarily 

‘The work of replacing the iro pipes recently removed from the Assyrian 
settlement at Toll Tamer (reference Summary No, 24 of the 16th September) is 
proceed ing Although some sixty to seventy Assyrians are being 
employed on this task, it hax recently heen held up on two or three occasions bY 
thoir refusal to turn out to work for quite petty reason 

ih meting of local tribal aheikhs wax recently bei at Hassetche, at which 
the Political outlined the conditions governing the employment of labout 

n.  Inteetribal boundaries werv defined and ‘accepted by the 
ahaikhs, who declared themselves to be willing to co-operate. As it Is proposed 
to employ direct labour without the intervention of contractors, the question af 
payment of royalties for stone will not arise 


(B 7149/27/80) No, $8, 


Weakly Political Summary’ No. 44, Syria and the Lebanon, February 3, 1963.— 
(Received February 17.) 
Generat. 

‘THE announcement of an early return to constitstional life tas aroused 
{nteowe political activity throughout the country. Political, parties. ane. busy 
marshatting their forces for the coming strugule and intriguing for French ot 
Hritinh support, Nationalist circles are seeking to convey the unpression that 
Ueir rolurn to power would te favoured by the Britis authorities mad. the 
rumours to this offect which they have spread have alarmed the more moderate 
liticians who, i addition, fear that election campaigns may revive old 
feuds which would split the Goun jovernment circles are anxiously awaiting 
the return of General Catroux in order that the consultations promised inn the 
French communiqué may begin, Tt would seem that they are now resigned 
to the inevitable. although the Lebanese President has made another feeble 
attempt to gain British support. 

i¢ fall of Tripoli has had 9 heartening effect, especially in Syria, where 

many refugees from Halian North Africn have found shelter and where the 

rtual end of Ttalian domination over the Arabs means more than the Russian 

Victories at Stalingrad and im the Caucasus, although these, too, have givem 
satisfaction, 


Wheat. 


Throughout the week the weather has everywhere been bad and the Lebanon 
inom at of by. snow and fads from Damascus and Southern Syria, Despite 
these adverse factors cereal purchases have fallen by only 50 tous a day, and of 
the total amount of grain bought wheat has formed $5 per cent. (See Inst week's 
Summary.) 

"The reduction of the ration in Damsscns, which has a far produced’ no 
reported reactions, took place on the Ist February, Up to that date the lists 
of the poor, which should have been passed to the O.CP. by the Syrian Govern 
ment prior to the reduction being made, had not been received. 
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Ayria-Damascus. x 
ler ci their programme and also with a view to repairing 
sy ir Sie tt prone an tei Uy OS 
i encanto int ihe dae nee wea 
Heer re ae aut Before the conference began Sbukr, Quwatl 
ested that the 1936 jiament, which 

‘sioner, should be recalled 

President of the Republic, 

Affairs to conduct elections. 


Proposals. Tt seems certain that the Nationalists expect that. this mancuyes, 
Teaeet tea ty the Allied authorities, would place them in & position where their 
Superior organisation would enable them to secure a majority at the elections. 
"The Syrian Prime Minister has made a declaration to the prose ralfrming 
the intention of the Goyernment to control prices and rents. ite eats 
Aha Fale won to cond eto era alration of ar, 
impratics ticks | Syria should follow suit, he pointed 
fons which had been made that Syria should fo he pointed 
thot Syria; under the French mandate, bad beep. de facto staat With et paty 
ince 1030, had come under the terms of the armistice in 1940, and war gain 
ae Jucto ak war after the Allied occupation in 1941. There, was, therefor, th 
Conciuleds nothing further the Government could usefully do, now. since they 
Thad already’ shown, by word and deed, their guppart for the Allied cause.) Wie 
liamentary life was resumed, hie contin, the new Parliament 
= as Trag had done. : 3 
Hea wa erate fu Te a ig wih te sbi 
the funds of ‘ommmon interest. He pointed out that owing to the iminution 
Of eenue doring the war, the annua) yield of the funds of common intered 
had fallen frcm about £S.'40 million to €S. 11 mullign. | On the Outlets 
Somer, exproivure ad dine uns aval for ple wor, 
aoe re iesigation schemes in the Khabour at Ffoms and in the Hantun. 


Frontier. 


n ve prohibited the export of 
ite the fact that both Turkey and Iraq have prohibited the export of 
sheep, rome 50,000 to 70,000 animals have crossed the frontier inte iW | erin 


‘The officials on the border are apparently cle 
to the immigration into Sy’ 

teen ruined by the Turkish 

band traffic in wheat from 

5,000 and 10,000 tons. 


4 Christians who have 


7 Pian Naceache is reported stil tobe inseting om the desirability ¢ of tbe 
Tiigzation of ie Pret be to widen he breach between himself and Sami Solh 
andto, unify the tier ‘Ministers in support of the latter. La acetorake 
Ne rtheleas, the position of the Prime Minister has been bec Re 
ing of late. The Christian clergy are solidly 0} pened to his al lege pro Moslem 
icy, and the Maronite Pat is reported to have sent a message to, the 
‘tient supporting his attempt to elimmate Sami Solh. powerful om: 
mercial community of Beirut has been alienated by the Government's altitade 2 
the War Profits Tax, even though, in anticipation of elrtions no serine ofr 
now being made to collect ‘A large proportion of the Lehanees Moston veg 
Ee pirate inca dnd ety or 
Lr i ere grounds that he has failed to protect Moslem interests 
the influence of their religious chiefs ate also begin. 
erat oo the Government in @ manner which is habitual in the 
pee etn FC tafe og 
ieappearance im preprati, fog elections if nd mr. tabe ta wal 
replacing it. = 
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Elotiovering is in full svving in both North and South Lebanon, where the 
Yarious candidates are jockeying for position and forming and unformi 

In the Bekaa, where the feudal system ts more strongly ta fom, the namec of fae 
candidates can be seen in advance and there are thos less grounds for political 
Intrigue; the population, deprived of any, chance of making their wishes felt 
‘against the weight of family influence, tend to oppose the whole principle of the 
re-establishment of parliamentary life on the grounds that it is expensive, corrupt 
and totally ineffective, 
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General 

INT Political activity continues, but there have been no further 
developments of importance in the situation. Until the return of General Catroux 
and the arnouncement of the date of elections and the manner in which they are 
to be held, political parties and individuals are anable to do more than prepare 
tentative programmes, 
ween, ini 

fationalints by holding t-war t h Syria: 

is roadie tht the Naina ren at Danincte tah larly 
4 failure, are by no means inteansigent regarding their do to demand the 
recall of the 1930 Parliament, and that, realising thee wonkasc as a party, oy 
would be prepared to make # show of collaboration with the French in order to 
gain power, although they might Jater refuse to sign a <reaty except on their own 
corms, S 

‘There is also considerable agitation for the restoration of a monarchy. I 
thin connesion the names of the Regent of Traq and the Emir Abdullah of 
Transjordan are most commonly heard. 

rw have been strikes and demonstrations in Damascus and Aleppo, 


‘stennibly ns 8 protest against slight inoreases in the price of four and bread. 


Aleppo they have not been serious, but in Damascus a student was shot in cireum: 

stances which ate not yot clear, ‘The ringleaders are be 

Ot thon itt Ee eat vg! are being arrested and the worst 
Mr. Churchill's visit to Adana has aroused great interest and there 1 

considerable speculation ag to the powibility of Turkey's entry into the war on 

the side of the Allies, In Northern Syria thors ix alarm levt the price of Turkish 

Soper should be the ceasion of Aleppo and the Jezireh to ‘Turkey after 

he wat 


Wheat, 


Weather conditions are still hampering the collection of coreals, and 
Lebavese Ravitailloment service is being. sucked {rom Syria, werent net 
condition® allow of transport through the mountains, To alleviate the difficulties 
caunad by he lack of transport fifty 3-1on lorries are biog acquired 

quantity of cereals collected up to the 5th Feb 

towards a target figure of 200,000 tone. pir Tk ra age 


Syria: Damaseus. 


Great excitement prevails and all parties are holdi etings a 
4p position. ‘There hate, however bee ho major poltieal developments singe the 
Nationalist Congress last week, which aroused no popular enthusiast, 
wa porly attended an seems to have achieved nothing. 
has not yet been possible to bring into force the i 
‘he Dainacus population which was ‘outlined in. Summary, Ne, a0 ti 
‘20th January, owing to the dilatoriness of the municipality in completing the 
hecessary lists of the poor, but these lists are now at last ready and the schetoe is 
Smt to! +0] = cu rere Meanwhile. the price of bread sold to the middle class 
y 10 pinstres = ing it into it 

Drevaiting elewhere eter rape nde bere ligad 
ones ts increase was inade the pretext for closing the shops and for demonstra- 
tions by students, women and small bors, which, although at hist not eens Kae 
how taken on a graver aspect following the death of a student who wes shot tn 
circumstances which have not yet been elucidated. ‘The Syrian Prime Minister, 





at the request of the Allied authorities, has publicly condemned the instigators 
Of the strike and announced that the ringleaders will be arrested and the worst 
Offenders deported. This action will be taken under the existing arrangements 
for dealing with offences against the wheat scheme 

Tt scems probable that, although the demoustrations have been ostensibly 
directed against wheat policy, they are due to the weakness and unpopularity of 
the present Government and have been encouraged by merchants dissatisfied with 
the erect 's attempts to enforce the recently enacted income tax laws. 


The Lebanon. 

‘The Lebanese President and Prime Minister have now staged reconciliation 
scene designed to impress public opinion with their solidarity, in the hope that 
this will assist towards their maintenance in power during the elestion perc 
Off stage, however, their relations remain bad, and each speaks freely of the 
impossibility of co-operating with the other. 

‘The tempo of electionccring bas slightly quickened throughout the Lebason 
and the French Conseillers at Sidon and Tripoli are taking an increasingly open 
Part in the formation of electoral lists composed of persons whom. they deetn 
amenable to French pressure or influence. All British authorities in touch with 
the public are receiving numerous visits and deputations enquiring what action 
the British authorities will take: the impression thut there will be rival British 
‘and French lists of candidates will be difficult to dissipate 

‘A Moslem ceremony took place in Tripoli on the Sst January in commemora 
tion of the death of Dr. Bissar, a prominent Moslem leader, ‘Tho Prime Minister 
attended, and took the opportunity to make a further attempt, which seems to 
have been unsuccessful. 10 reconcile the two Moslem leaders af Tripoli, Abdul 
Hamid Kerami and Rashid Mokkadem. in support of himself, Tt had been 
intended to use the occasion to hold a Nationalist bloe meeting, but snowhound 
Toads prevented more than a few of the lesser Syrian Moslems from attendi 

‘The Adana Conference hax produced the amual crop of rumours, mostly to 
the effect that Turkey will shortly either enter the war on the aide of the Alligx or 
allow them facilities for launching an attack on the Dodecanese 
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General. 

THERE have been minor strikes of shops in Aleppo, Homs and Hama, 
ostensibly as a protest against the new 8) rents Jaw, but no disorders have 
Creurred: and iti clear that the firm attitude adopted at the outset by the Allied 
authorities towards hedisturbancesin Damascus restrained malconteniselsewhere, 

Unfortunately, the deterrent effect of this initial show of firmness has now 
been lest, as the Free French Délégué in Damascus, acting apparently in collusion 
with the Syrian Prime Minister and Minister for Social Affairs, has released 
almost all the persons who were arrested for fomenting the 
action, which was taken without the concurrence of the British authorities, 
despite the fact that, at General Collet's own urgent request, they had been 
associated in the original announcement regarding the arrests, appears to have 
been dictated hy considerations of personal prestige and by a desire to please the 
Nationalists, with whom there now seems to be little doubt that the French have 
‘come to an agreement over elections. Although there is na evidence to show that 
the demonstrations were the work of any one faction, there is some reason to 
believe that they were at least countenaniced hy the Nationalists, hy whom this 
iil judged act of clemency can only be ‘as an encouragement to sponsor 

further disturbances whenever it suita their purpose to do #0. 


Wheat. 
With an improvement in the weather, cereal collections have increased, and 
in the past week some 1,700 tons of grain were bought, of which well over 50 per 


cent. was wheat. 
‘Nevertheless, the failure of the Syrian Government to collect the quantity of 


grain promised, the reluctance of the population to declare its stocks and the 
[25648] ae) 

















10 


incompetence of the Rayitaillement services have created a position where the 
stocks in hand are not able to bear the demands being mide upon them, and 
measures are therefore envisaged for a reduction in the rations of all but the 
very poor 


Syria: Diinasews 

The disturbances reported in the last sumifuary continued with varying 
intensity throughout the week, but petered ont upon the arrest of sixtedn of the 
ringleaders. The shops have now reopened and the town is more or lege.quiet, 
hut it cannot be said that the situation, bas returned to normal. 

Tt was incorrectly stated in fast week's summary that the announcement 
regarding the arrest and punishment of the ringleaders had been made by the 
Prime Minister. ‘This announcement, made in the name of the Allies, had been 
approved by the French and British authorities in Beirut on the understanding 
that it, would be given out by Jamil Ulabi, but, in fact, he declined to associnte 
Hime with it; And General Calle, who had failed to tanke this clewr either to 
the British or to the French in Beirut, read ont the aninomncement himself toa 
hastily assembled andience of journatists and merchants 

‘The Syrian Cabinet displayed an even greater lack of courage and firmivess 
thin the Prine Minister, At the height of the demonstrations the Minister for 
Foreign Affairs admitted to the Political Officer that, if the Cabinet had been 
consulted, it would have refused to sanction the ieasures which were the 
‘ostensible cange of the strike, and he even went #0 far as to express the Wish that 
the British military authorities should take over the Syrinn secarity aervices a8 
the French had done on similar occasions in the past."” He also talked of getting 
rid of the Prime Minister on the groands of his failure to consult the Cabinet 
more fully: Te wns made plain to Pais Bey that, in the view of the 
authorities, the attitude adopted by himself arid ‘his colleagues 
damaging ndtission of incompetence, atid that any Prite Minister who might be 
called in to replace Jamil Ulshi would immediately be faced with the same task, 
‘and would have to go if he shirked it 

Notwithstanding these necessary adwonitions, however, it séonis that the 
Primo Minintor, frightoned by the attitude of his Cabinet. and Munir Ajlani, 
the Minister for Social Affairs, eventually promised the heads of certain quarters 
of the town that, if the latter would use their influence to prevent. a renewal of 
disorders, the majority of the arrested persons would be released. This promise 
‘wax, of course, entirely nawarranted in view of the fact that the arrests had been 

a the name of the Allied authorities, and doubly so since the Prime 
Minister had declined even to make the announcement of the arrests on. thei 
tbohalf, excusing himself on the ground that security was an Allied resposiibility. 
Tt was, however, endored by General Collet, who, without waiting for the 
concurrence of the British authorities, proceeded to release all but three of the 
arrested persons. ‘This discourteotis atid injudicious action on the part of 
the délégué at Damascus, which is not the first of its kind, has been the subject 
of a strong protest to M, "Hellen, who himself seems to have been misinformed as 
to the nature of General Collet's proposal and entirely agrees that the latter's 
action, was wnwarrantable. 

Syrian Government hiis grafted a pension of £8.40 a month to the 
widow of the late Sheikh Taj ed-Din, who is said to have diéd a poor ‘man 
despite the accusations of ‘venality levelled against him during his life-time. 
‘A sinlar award has been made, without any jastiication, to Hashiin Bey Ata, 
the Nationalist ex-President of the Republi. 


The Lebanon. 

‘There re iidications that the eleetioneering activities of French officials 
lind the absence of any overt British reaction, are producing a wave of depression 
umongst the populition, who begin to feel that the presence of the British 
Auithoritiés. will not suthce to bring, auy ‘reality or liferty into the elections 
‘The following extract from this week's report from the Political Officer at Zable 
may ‘be taken as typical of the feelings of the majority of Lebanese not 
immediately interested in the prospect of office -— 

“No one fully believes in the independence of the Lebanon, and no one 
believes that the elections will be free. Tt is seldom suggested that such and 
such an individual will find his way to Parliament becanse of his known. policy 
tr his known faith and gspirations for bis country. They almost all ex 
French or British sport and do not discount the possi ‘of American 
interference as well. Hundreds of years of foreign domination have killed any 
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feeling that the Lebanon can be allowed to stand on its own feet, and the con- 
‘Viction that the Allies will in practice fight for its body is deep-rooted. Not 
believing in the altruismn of foreign Powers or in their own country asa national 
unity, individuals are frankly pursuing their own selfish aims, and it will take 
Many years of political education aud development to alter them. 


‘The activities of the Lebanese Government's Anti-Profiteering and Anti- 
Hoarding Department are being pursued with conunendable energy, thanks to 
the co-operation of two good officials in the positions of head of the department 
fand jadge of the special tribunal formed to try such cases. So far the depart- 
Ment has made no spectacular hauls nor inflicted any spectacular punishments, 
butthe number of cases dealt with is steadily increasing, and not all the persons 
‘uvicted are insignificant. The departwment has now seciired the right to close 

ding shops by administrative action, Furthermore, a svificient measure of 
Justice sees to have been done to obviate any large-scale opposition to the work 
4f the department. 

Pending the arrival of General Catroux and the announcement of the 

‘arrangements, the Lebanese Government seem now to be chiefly con- 

famed to take no action liable to jeopardise their position or compromise their 
al popularity; in particular, no serious effort is being made to enforce 
Teeretiec et the War’ Profs ‘Tex. ‘The individual ministers continue’ to 
in private 


“The finial exaggerated optimism about the news from Russia is evident 


Amongst the population, who talk freely of an early end to the war, | Neryous- 
Dess revarding the possibility of a German diversionary attack on this country 

A. Turkey has diminished, thongh the absence of an official communiqué 
fm the recent railway accidents has given rise to a crop of rumours regarding 


Parachatiste and rabotage. 
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Pranattititice af the Communist party have been intensified in the last few 
‘Weeks under the stimulus of Russian victories, and public mneetings have recently 
teen held by the party in Beirut, Aleppo and Hama, at which unexceptionable 


ions of 1 for the Allies and of praise for Russian prowess have been 
cterntigas of upon device it support mainly from the lower middle: 
jpired more by admiration of what the Soviet Union have 
Accomplished than by any particilar understanding of Communist ideals and 
the dasire to promote them in this country. Its exprested intention to improve 
tthe lot of the working classes is likewise translated into a vague hope of improving 
their material condition rather than into a demand for the delegation of renter 
Political power to them. 
“ge | ed in last week's Sam 
improvement in the collection of cereals reported in 's Summary 
Fa ere A encting, was held in Danascos on the 17th February 
n representatives of the Syrian Government and the Allied authorities to 
discuss the settlement of the Government's debt to the O.C.P. The meeting was 
inconclusive, owing to the evasiveness of U rian representatives, and it was 
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therefore necessary for the Higher Wheat Committee (consisting of the 
Général and His Majesty's Minister) to address a strongly-worded note to 
Government, insisting on an early settlement. 

It is reported from the Homs area that, as a result of the recent increase ia 
the price of cereals sold to the rich, fewer of this class are availing themselves of 
the issue made by the Ravitaillement, as wheat can be bought more cheaply on the 
black market. Up to the 18th February only 370 out of a total of 15,000 of the 
“rich” class had drawn their issue for the month, and it is anticipated that 
next month, when flour will be issued, there will be a still greater number of 
persons, possibly including some of the poor, who will not take the Ravitaillement 
issue hecause they dislike the quality of the flour and prefer to make pure wheat 
bread from grain bought on the black market or already in their possession. This 
will have the excellent effect of bringing out for consumption stocks of cereals 
which otherwise wonld have remained hidden. 


Syria: Damascus 

‘Thers hax been no renewal of the recent disorders and the town is calm. It 
how appears that M- Hellew was misinformed by the Free French authorities 18 
Damasous as to the number of persons still under detention for complicity in the 
recent disturbances (see Iaat Week's Summary) « these total nineteen, not three, a 
he was told, Most of them, however, are of little importance. Arrangements are 
being made forthe deportation of thre of the worst offenders. 

hare has not yet been time for the popalation’s reactions to General 
Catroux’ return to ninke themselves felt, 

‘Tho press has announced the early creation of a“ Co-operative" for civil 
servants, ‘past and present, and their dependents. According to newspaper 
estimates, some 3,000 persons would tenelit directly by this project which, if 
realised, would, in addition, have a beveficial effect on prices generally by wi 
irawing the purchasing power of 1 large body of consuiners from the ordinary 
market, 

‘The appointment of plain clothes inspectors to circulate in the bazaars and 
‘enforce existing price control regulations has also been announced. 


The Lebanon. 
inn of General Catroux on the 19th February, and the consultations 
with prominent politicians in which he has since engaged, have given rise to every 
sort of speculation and rumour regarding the electoral régime which the Allied 
Authorities intend to set-up in this countey. General Catroux. is alleged. bY 
at Naceuche to have consulted him reganding the advisability of recalling 
the 1930 Lebanese Chamber as a preparation for the elections, but to have bees 
strongly discouraged from doing so on the grounds that this Chamber was elected 
as the result of a particularly unscrupulous piece of bargaining between the thet 
High Commissioner and two Lebanese politicians, If any such suggestion waa in 
fact, made by General Catroux—which is doubtful in view of the line which he 
has taken with His Majesty's Minister since his return—it is probable that the 
President was less concerned with the suitability of the old Chamber than with 
tho reflection that its recall would result in his own elimination. Sélim Tacla and 
Habib, Abi-Chahla, who some time ago endeavoured to promote the formation of 
a coalition hetween the parties of Emile Eddé and Beshara el-Khoury for the 
purpose of forming » provisional Government to ran the elections, have also been 
Interviewed together by General Catroux, and seem confident that they at least 
will become members of this Government. 


with various 
statements attributed to. French officials recently, to the eflect that. General 

“atroux has received full authority in London to arrange political matters it 
these countries by himself, still further to discourage the numerous elements wh0 
still hope for a diminution of French influence, 
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General 

‘THE fear of Jewish infiltration into Syria, which is constantly being excited 
by Axis anda, has heen aroused in acute form by a statement which has 
appeared in the Damascus press that decrees hays been issued by the Syrian 
Government authorising certain specific transactions in land and property in 
favour of a number of Palestinian and French nationals. As a result there have 
been demonstrations in Aleppo, where the shops were closed, and strikes of 

dents in Homs and Hama, hut no serious disturbanices have vot occurred. Tt 
ed that the communiqué which has now been published by the Syrian 
Goverument, assuring the population that existing legislation governing the 
transfer of property to foreigners provides adequate safeguards, will calm public 
opinion. precise circumstances in which these lands and properties were 
transferred are being further investigated. 

Considerable excitement, has also been caused by garbled accounts of a 
statement made by General Catroox to the Cairo newspaper El Ahram, Tn thin 
‘atement the Délégué promised that the elections would be free, bat laid it down 
‘a 4 condition of the grant of this and other liberties that France's historic rights 
in the Levant must be respected. The French censorship) having unwisely 
‘suppressed the article, various inaccurate accounts of it were cinwalated, General 
Catroux was alleged, for example, to have stid that the elections would be 
conducted in the spirit of the mandate, and that as a condition of the return to 
constitutional life the various parties would have to promise to conclude a treaty 
by which ct for France's traditional rights in the country would be 

jarantecd. Free French mado matters worse by denying. that Geweral 
troux had referred to the mandate in this interview. He did in fact say-—or at 
any rate he was reported by the Akram as saying—that France was ready to 
follow to the very end the path of freedom and sincerity in the spirit of the 


mandate with which he was charged and of her traditional Britetplen 
Mr. 


‘On the other hand, a report in the same Cairo paper of Mr, Eden's statement 
in the House of Commons on Arab federation, has caused great satisfaction in 
Nationalist circles, 


Wheat. 

‘The quantity of coreals bought during the week was well below average and 
it is now clear Chat there must soon be a reduction both in rations and in the 
perventage of wheat used in flour-making. The position is receiving the urgent 
attention of the Higher Committee of the O.C_P. and the Syrian Prime Minister, 
who has been informed of the situation, has been told quite plainly’ that there 
must be a reduction in the quantity of cereals consumed in Damascus 


Syria- Damascus. 
Since his arrival in Damascus General Catroux has had interviews with 
members of the Cabinet and other prominent politicians, including a number of 
Natioualist leaders. No doubt. these last, and in. particular Shukri Quwatli, 
advocated the recall of the 1936 Assembly. that being the agreed policy of the 
Nationalist bloc; and rumours are circulated in. Damascus that General Catrous 
himself is inclined to favour this solution (despite the faet that he had shown 10 
ing s0 in his earlier conversations with the British authorities), The 
therefore strengthened in its belief that the French and. Nationalists 
ve come to an agreement on the basis of French support for the bloc and 
Nationalist agreement to. Franco-Syrian treaty. It is argued that to enter into 
‘such an agreement with the French the bloc must be acutely aware of its weakness 
in the country asa whole. 

‘The political atmosphere is still very uneasy, and scandalous and obscene 
notices direted against the Prime Minister and against the Government's bread 
policy have been posted up in the town, and especially in the Tajhiz school, It is 
Clear that the promoters of the recent disorders are still smarting under their 
defeat and are only waiting for a spitable opportunity to renew their activities, 

The 2th anniversary of the formation of the Red Army was celebrated in 
Damascus by a combined meeting of the ‘ Anti-Fasist League” and the 
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“* Friends of the Soviets,"" which was attended by a large and enthusiastic 
audience. The speeches praised the successes of, and the conditions of service in, 
the Russian army, and refuted the criticisms usually levelled against the Soviet 
régime. 

The Lebanon, 


‘a result of strong rumours which began to circulate in Beirut soon after 
| Catroux's return, to the elect that he was considering either recalling 
the 1939 Lebanese Chamber ot replacing the present Government with another 
nominated ministry, the Lebanese President and Prime Mioister both came to 
the conclusion that their own positions were in imminent danger. The former's 
Teaction was particularly strong. as he has for some months been harbouring 
feolings of resentment against General Catroux for various alleged slights. At 
the instigation of Camille Chamour, the President and Prime Minister 
accordingly got together and drafted n'letter which the former set to Cieneral 
Catronx. with a copy to His Majesty's Minister, protesting against the General's 
consultations with certain “interested politicians,” and arguing that the 1989 
Chamber should under no circutmstances be recalled in view of the corrupt fashion 
in which it had been elected. In conversation, President Naccache has been 
taking the line that, as President of a comntry declared independent, he cannot 
be forced to resign, ‘and will not do so. It is, however. uncertain how long his 
gourage will sustain him in opposition to General Catroux. Moreover, he and the 
Prime Minister omitted to consult the other ministers before making their protest 
probably through fear that they would not bs supported, and the Minister of 
the Interior, who is exceedingly prudent by nature, has already given indications 
that he will not, in fact, support them. Messages were, ns usual in these cases, 
sent to the British authorities, asking whether they would endorse the Govern. 
pent independent attitude: the only reply that could be returacd was that the 
British attitude must be reserved until it became clear what the French py 
1. is. in fact. impossible to judge whether the effect of stand by the present 
Government in this matter, and their juent retention of office, would be 
desirable, until it is known what alternative solution General Catronx finally 
‘proposes, 

‘The publication by the Lebanese Government on the 25th Febenary of their 
1043 budget, amounting to nearly 3.22 million, hus given rise te loenl comment om 
the ubsolute necessity of reinstitating parliamentary control over finance whet a 
‘Gomparatively, large sums aro involved. coupled with criticisms of the Gove 
ment's alleged squandering of public money on political appointments. Tt te 
Ketierally realised that both the War Profits Tax and the National Lottery. ax 
expected, have so far been complete failures ax revenue-raising devices 

‘There has heen w lull in electioneoring pending the announcement af electoral 
arrangements, and reports, possibly emanating from Fretch sarees, have hey 
cirealating in the provinces to the effect that the election» may be put off until 
the ‘autumn in order to avoid unnecessary excitement daring the ‘diffeult 
prelbarvest period, 
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NO final decision has vet been reached by General Catroax on the questi 


of elections in ey ‘He has been under st pressure from the Nationalist 
Bloc to adopt their programme for the recall of the 1936 Chamber under 


Hashim Atassi, and has evidently been contemplating, and actually discussing 


with hoki Quwatl, 8 bargain whereby the Nationalists would be brooght to 
power'by the French in exchange for an undertaking to conclude thereafter a 
treaty on the lines of the abortive agreement of 1936. Tt is not altogether clear 
how far Shukei Quwatli has committed himself to this dubions deal, the fulfilment 
of his side of which would certainly make him and his party intensely unpopular 
‘with the Syrinn population as a whole. He is kiown to have considered, ne one 
possible solution, accepting: power on these conditions and later declining to carey 
fa his wide “of the “bargin onthe grounds tht the Parliament “which ‘he 
‘ropresented was ptoving'recalcitrant. “However that may be, strong representa 
‘ans have ben maade'to General Catroux by ils Majesty's Minister against any 





such pre-election deal, the ultimate effect of which woald be most prejudicial to 
fhe Brench themaclves: and 1 is oped that, as n rowlt of this advice, the plan 
has now been dropped 
As regards the Lebanon, General Catronx’s present intention is to induce 
President Naccache to resign and to nominate in his stead a small interim Govern- 
‘Ment under either M. Boulos, the weak but relatively honest Minister for Foreign 
airs, or Dr. Ayoub Tabet, a non-party Protestant of considerable integrity 
and forve of character, who has, however, proved difficult. to work with in the 
Either of these two solutions would be acceptable. General Catroux seems 
Aware of the undesirability of the present system, under which one-third 
Of the Lebanese Chamber is nominated by the President. The problem is, 
complicated by the fact that this system is an integral part of the 
visting Lebanese Constitution, which it is the avowed intention of the Fretich 
to bring back into force. He is taking further advice on the possibility of 
sprcifically suppressing this undesirable fenture of Uhe Constitution at the moment 
‘he Announces the restoration of constitutional hfe, An alternative solation 
which has been put to him is the creation of a constituent assembly with leginlative 
Powers and restricted to a two-year term of office, which would in due course 
‘Submit a suitably modified Constitation to the verdict of popular suffrage 


Wheat 
ng the past week there has been a slight increase in the quantity of 
cereale tang Fhe postion, however, still remaine unsatisfactory, and further 
Tationing, as foi in last week's Summary, ix now imperative, 
‘The sitoation has been eased by the arrival of the fifty trucks: 
‘Teferred to in Summary No. 45 of the 10th Febroary, together with « further fifty 
of the same type. 


Damascus. 
tical excitement provoked 
how eiesiat tasaded, althsogh useedioom ‘prevaie wthia the: Goveomont 
and certain Ministers are reported to be contemplating resignation in order to 
‘void dismissal at-a later stage. when an interim Government is appointed to 
Conduct the elections. So far, however, General Catroux has not_made +his 
intentions Known, and the general population has concluded that no immediate 
in administration are tobe expected. 
part froma small meeting of protest in the lyese on the 27th February, the 
idm of the male of land in Syria to foreiguers fins not provoked in Dannacdx 
trouble that it hus caused elsewhere. ‘The press has published various articles 
on the subject, culminating in an article in Lex Behor, reprinted in most Arabic 
xs, which warned ‘the public that the ipresent Jaw prohibiting land sales to 
Foreigners left too mach to the discretion of the Government. ‘the Goverument 
ns, indeed, by decrees dated the 17th February, permitted land transfers to 
foreigners. None of these have, however, beon Jews or Europeans, despite 
Matements to the contrary which have, significantly, appeared in the French 
Pres, 


Aleppo, : 
General Catroux, accompanied by two senior French liaison officers from 
North Africa, visited Aleppo on the 3rd March and interviewed Nations 
‘ec Ministers and certain Deputies, whom he sounded on the subject of the recall 
of the last Parliament According to reliable reports only three of those whom 
he approached were in favour of such a step, The majority of the Nationalists 
of Aleppo are moderates who do not acknowledge the leadership of Shukei Quwath 
and disapprove of his programme. 


br taed seats Homs during the week and had discussions with 
e troux visited Homs during an iscnssions wi 
Hashim Bek Atassi, Mazhar Pasha Raslan and the Syrian Orthodox Patriarch. 
The latter is reporied to have urged the removal of Faiz-elKhoury from the 
Government on the grounds that he is universally disliked and by. no means 
represents the Christians. It is reported that Hashim Bek and Mazhar Pasha, 
in accordance with the agreed policy of that section of the National Bloe which 
follows Shukri Quwatli, demanded the recall of the 1936 Assembly, and that 
Mazhar pointed cut the possibility of many Communists being returned if elections 
Were held at the present time, which, he urged, might prevent the boc from 
‘ovoperating fully with the French. 
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Jebel Druze. 


The Syrian Prime Minister, accompanied by the Emir Hassan el Atrash and 
Bahij bey el Khatib, visited the Jebel on the 4th March, ostensibly to discuss 
administrative questions and to inspect the working of the O.C.P_ It is reported 
unofficially that he has agreed to make the police, the gendarmerie and the 
Department of Posts and Telegraphs the responsibility of the Syrian Government, 
‘and thus enable the Druzes to put their finances in order at some cost to their 
semi-antonomons status, 

During the lunch given by the Emir Hassan, the Prime Minister and Bahij 
Khatib made some outspoken remarks on Syrian internal affairs, The former 
declared that none of the Mediterranean countries was suited to parliamentary 
Government, and added that he would view with alarm a return to constitutional 
life. Bahij bey stated that, for the time being at any rate, Syria would be best 
governed by Mohafazat Conneils. 

Little interest is being shown locally in the forthcoming elections: and while 
it is confidently expected that the French will put forward candidates of their own 
‘choosing, they have s0 far shown no signs of doing so 


The Lebanon. 

General Catroux sent a firm reply to the Lebanese President's protest against 
his consultations and rumoured intentions on the subject of election arrangements 
(me lt week's Summary), He pointed out that the French mainate was still 

ically in foroe and that the responsibility of determining im what, manner 

nal life should be resumed in the Lebanon was his, so that it was 
nevessary for him to inform himself, by direct contact with all sections of 
opinion, of the views of the Lebanese in this matter. He therefore rejected the 
protest and declined dixcussion until he had made up his mind on the cours to 
be pursued, 

In this letter General Catroux was at pains to emphasise that he would 
have preferred not. to mention his rights under the mandate, and only did so 
because his position had been directly challenged. Nevertheless, its tone 
agitated President Naccache that he contemplated immediate resignation, and 
iiggested to hix Ministry that they also might resign asa protest. He found them, 
however, disinclined to this course, and most of them counselled him against 
resigning himself, Rindb-es-Solb, who wax closely in touch with him, also 
strongly ndvised him against resignation, on the grounds that this would merely 
facilitate the accomplishment of what he mistakenly conceived to be 
Goneral Catroux's design of recalling the 1989 Lebanese Chamber, After a 
somewhat cold interview with the general, the President decided to take no action. 
‘The situation thus remains unchanged for the present, 

‘The impression that the 1930 Chamber will, in fact, be recalled hae been 
idely disseminated in Beirut and has caused dissatisfaction amongst all not 
mediately interested: even some of its Deputies are said to have objected to 

the idea. ft is believed that the report is unfounded, 


(B 1829/18/89) No. 44 
Sir B, Spears to Mr. Eden—(Reevived March 2.) 

(No. 12) 

HIS Majesty's Minister at Beirut presents his compliments to His Majesty’* 

Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs and, with reference to Foreign 

Office telegram No. 10 of the 5th January to this legation, has the honour to 


transmit fo him a copy of a memorandum for onward transmission to His 
Majesty's Treasury, dated the Ist March, 1943: Tntéréts Communs Funds, 


Beirut, March 11, 1943. 
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Enclosure in No 44, 


Memorandum to His Majesty's Treasury from Mr. W. W. Lawson on the 
Interéts Communs Funds, 


FOREIGN OFFICE telegram No, 10 of the 5th January to His Majesty's 
Minister, Beirut, stated that the Treasury had expressed a wish to hear my views 
600 the question of the proposed Financial Committee, as well as to have a concrete 
[Proposal regarding the Intéréts Commons, bearing’ in mind the danger of His 

wety's Government becoming involved in any financial responsibility, for 
vil administration of the States as a result of any alterations, 

2. It would appear to me that the budgetary position of the States has 
ot always been understood, nor has the proportion of the revenue hanuled. by 
the Délégation Générale in the Intéréts Communs budget compared to the total 
Fevenue of these territories been properly appreciated. T , therefore, to 
set out the figures of all civil revenne collected in’ the territories, with some 
explanations of where the revenue comes from, Both Syria and the Lebanon 
ave their own civil budget; the Totértts Communs funds are the budget of the 
French Délégation Générale, Ail three budgets are’ published yearly, giving 
Yery full details of estimated receipts and expenditare. The final figures of the 
Intéréts Commans revenue collected, and expenditure made, are published « year 
After the closure of the fiscal year. That is to say that the final figures of 1941 
fare published along with the 143 budget figures. 

‘ollowing these figures I shall give a nésumé of the negotiations that have 
taken place on the handing over of the Inténéts Communs funds since General 
Catroux, in Cairo in May 1042, promived, that he would ask the States to submit 


their proposals 
| Botimated receipts Of the threb budgets fot the lait Toit years were ax 
follows 
Intérits 
Syria, Lebanon Commune, 
1940 1184,000 6.510.000 10,173,000 
1M 13,603,000 154635,.000 5,180,000 
1942 2,000,000 12,504,000 S373.) 
1943 $33,000,000 (appras.) 21,000,000 (approx.) 11,078,000 


Final figures of revenue collected are not published by the Syrian and 
Lebanese Governments, but for the Tntérets Communs budget it ik known that — 


“ 
5,925,000 were collected in 140, and 
7,655,000 were collected in 1941 


The final revenue figures collected by the Intéréts Communs funds in 192 have 
ot yet been published, but total revenue exceeded the estimates as there is now 
f about £S.4 million available for distribution to the States this year 
inted reventie of the Intéréts Communs funds for 1943 is composed of — 
28, 
Reverine from customs receipts 8,810,000 
Reveune from Tripoli topping plant 21000,000 
Public works (car-permite, e) 150,000 
Sundries 9000 


Kxpenditure is budgeted for among the varioux public departn 


Customs. 
Programme of works (irrigation, &c.) 
Office of Works ‘ 
ELD. Abts oie Se Bot 
Reserve for adjusting cost-of-living allowance 
News and Radio Services... t 
Public Works Department 5 aple 

ministrative staff attached to the States 

conomic Department ait sid 
Financial Department —- Ke 
Unforeseen expenses i 




















Indirect and direct taxation are the principal sources of income of the 
Hes, accounting for about 7. per cent, of their total revenge. The 
remainder 1s composed of sundry items such as revenue from bank-note issue, 
taxes on import. and export licences, and post olfice revenue, Direct taxation 
ineludes taxes on land and buildings, and a head tax on domestic animals. A 
uall tax on salaries and rents exists in Syria, but none of this nature in the 
Lebanon. Indirect taxation, which is much more important than direct taxation, 
comes inainly from the tobacco monopoly and from a tax on petrol and other 
inflammable fuels. Substantial income was received by both States in 1042 
from the profits of their Supply Departments, notably from sales of sugar. 
5. Customs receipts figure in the Entéréts Communs budget to-day for about 
30 per cent. of the total revenue, and at £5. 8,890,000 this item is by far the 
largest single item of revenue in all the three budgets. ~ In pre-war days the 
custom receipts represented 6 per cent. and upwards of the Hotérées Commune 
revenue, 
‘The problem from the financial angle now becomes clearer. The total revenue 
‘of the three civil budgets for 1943 is estimated at £8, 65 million (or £74 million 
sterling). of which the Lntéréts Communs budget amounts to £8. 11 million oF 
only 16 por cent, af the total, It should be emphasised that the States support 
no military expenditure at present, and that they have no public debt. Tn peace 
time the expenditure on the local troops (Troupes Spéelales) was a charge on 
the Intéréts Commune budyet, ie, to the States themselves. To-day they are 
id from the advances. made by His Majesty’s Treasury to the National 
ommittes on account of French military expenditure. 
6. Following General Catroux’s request to sutiuit proposals concerning the 
Jutéréts Communs funds, the two Governments jointly prepared a memorandum 
setting out their views, which may be summarised as follows 


(a) The departnents administered by the Delégation (iénérale and Bnanced 
by the Tntéréts Commune funds to be divided into two categories :— 


First Category Departments which could be maintained 
indefinitely under the joint administration of the States, auch as 
Customs Department, Economic Department, Department for Protec- 
tion of Industrial Property, &e. 

Second Category—The departments for which each Government 
could immeisiely amare its own administration: Powder Depart 
ment, Pablie Wor partment, Archaeological Department, i 
Siete Générale (CLD), eee hrs 


(®) The Customs Department would be controlled by a Joint Board of 
Adminintration of three members from each State. The States would 
Form « single one within which metchandise would circulate freely 

(©) ‘The control of the concessionary companies would continue to be exercised 
in comnon for a porta of one yen, during which time an agreement 
would be reached between the two Governments for the separate 
Control of the companies, During this period the Joint Customs 
Hoard would act as controller 

(2) Vor the departments concerned with foreign trade, as well as those 
concerned with the administration of communications having 4 direct 
relation with defence, the two Governments would agree to adinit the 
prineiple of collaboration of delegates of the Supreme Command 
during the war. 

(©) Revenue from the departments jointly adininistered would be set aside 
in the first ease to cover expenditure of the departments concerned. 
‘The remainder would be divided between the two Governments on the 
basis of 4 per cent. each, while 20 per cent. would be resersed for 
disposal according to the decision of the Joint Board, 

(/) Stall arrangements are also foreseen. 


7. No wetion was taken ot these proposals for some time. On the 
12th September, 1942, the Lebanese Government and the Syrian Government 
addressed letters in identical terms to the Délégué Général, referring to a 
conversation with General Catroux during which the Intéréts Communs problem 
wras dicused They confirmed the point of view expremed in their previous 

f 


memorandum on the future status of the customs; agreed to submit the Press 
Office to the censorship of a delegate of the military authority; intimated that 
they proposed to appoint a controller to each of the concessionary companies and 
a representative to the management of the railway. 


ul 


General Catroux replied by letter on the 30th September. He observed that 
the transfer of the Intéréts Communs funds could not take place immediately 
‘as it would inevitably cause confusion in the administration of the country, which 
Imuist be avoided in war time. There was the question of security to be considered. 
which necessitated the maintenance of certain departments under the full control 
of the Déiégué Général, as well as the question of tbe international status of the 
Levant States. Certain countries had not \ised the independence of the 
States, and the Délégué Général feit responsible to these countries for the 
‘obligations and responsibilities contracted hy France in the name of the Levant 
States, In any case, the Treaty of 1936 foresaw a probationary period of three 
years before the handing over would become effective. He was ready: to make 
certain concessions at once, but insisted that the present personnel of all depart- 
ments should remain at their posts, except in certain agreed cases, The 
‘concessions were -— 

(@) Transfer of the Powder Departinent on the condition that licences would 

‘only be delivered by the local Governments after visa of the Sdroté 
Générale. 

(%) The Protection of Industrial Property Department could not be 
‘transferred because of the international character of the laws relatin, 
to such property. He wonld accept the appointment of a delegate o 
the local Government to this department. 

(6) Post and Telegraph Department = ‘The local Governments would have the 
right to supervise the recruitment and promotion of local personnel, 
except for the more important posts, which would still require the 
sie ‘of the Inspector-General . mceas 

‘The issue of postage stamps would be the prerogative of the Joes 
Governments, but thelr design, would require. ther approval of the 
Délégué Général. 

(A Archaological Department: ‘The States would have the right of 
controlling transactions on antiquities and of recovering taxes an this 
cominerce, but the Délégué Général would continue to supervise the 
export of antiquities for the duration of the war. 

(©) Concessionary companies: The financial control of the Compagnie des 
Eaux de Beyrouth would be handed over to the Lebanese Government 
when a solntion was found to the question of the financial equilibrium 
‘of the company. at present under discussion, and when war-time 
necessities permitted the requisition order on the company to be lifted. 

() Customs: Various arrangements concerning the recruitment of local 
stall would be made. 

The fixing of customs tarifis must be reserved for the Délégué 
Général owing to war-time necessities, but the participation of the 
local Governments would be assured by the creation of a Mixed 
Co-ordinating Fiscal Committee, which would include representatives 
of the Syrian and Lebanese Governments. The committee would be 

ated on all questions relating to customs tariff 

partment of Public Works, added General Catroux, wax since 
February 1942 placed at the disposal of the local Governments, and 
‘on conditions agreed apon between them and the Délégué Général. 


&_A vast gulf separates the proposals of the two parties, The proposal 
of the States is tantamount to a demand for the complete suppresion of the 
organiation of the Délgation Générale, withoot a probationary. period, and 
means the complete handing over of all the civil side of the financial, economic, 
Customs and postal control.” Tt would also mean that over 200 French personnel 
which at present constitute the key staff af the departments administered under 
the Intéréts Communs funds would find themselves without occupation, except 
for a few who might be engaged by the States and a few who would be kept 
on as advisers. 

‘On the other hand, General Catroux’s counter Is do not go very far 
towards meeting the aspirations of the local Goveraments. The proposed 
formation of a mixed committee to sit on questions of customs tariffs gives 
satisfaction as far as the control of the collection of practically all the revenue 
‘of the Intéréts Communs budget is concerned. Satisfaction is also offered for 
the recruitment of staff in the Customs and Post Office Departments. But the 
weakuess of counter-propasals from the States’ point of view lies in the fact 


that is made for a supereizion of expenditure: 
se eee a cs Leva boas ican tice tls eager pbeaor @ nessa 
the two view-points. This is regrettable as the basis of a settlement might have 
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been found in a scaling down of the proposals on both sides as they appear to 
have been pnt forward as maximum demands. 

‘General Catroux's counter-proposals mention a probationary period, and the 
States might have used this phrase as an argument to obtain the fixing of 
definite time-limit for the handing over of the Intéréts Communs funds, during 
whic period thet representatives should have ben attached tothe key positions 
ofall departments of the Dslégation Générale and consulted on the control of 
budget expenditure, Valuable experience would thns have been gained 
preparatory to their assuming full respousibility for the administration of all 
thetr affairs. General Catroux could searcely object to these measures, which 
would adequately protect the interests of the States during the probationary 
period, as his counter-proposals raise no objection to the principle of a transfer 
Of the Tntéréts Communs funds, but only to their transter in war time. This 
latter difficulty could be overcome, if the fixed tinve-limit expired during the war, 
by providing for the creation of a control committee duly authorised to supervise 
all operations in which the Allies are vitally interested. “Control of foreign trade 
‘and control of foreign exchange are the principal ones which concern directly 
the Treamary een 

10, Lam not prepared at this stage to submit more concrete proposals, as 
{ fea tbat, although the total sunt involved in the transfer (ie, £1.280,000) is 
relatively amall, the whole problem is complex, involving, apart from technical 
find contol diicultis, important political isaes. ‘This featare in. opin 
the predominant factor of the problem, Perhaps the result of the forthcoming 
elections will have some bearing on the position, 

W, W. LAWSON 


Neirut, March 1, 1943, 





[1B 1889/27/80) No. 45. 


Weekly Political Summary No, 00, Syria and the Lebanon, March 17, 1943.— 
(Reeeteed in Foreign Office, March 31.) 
Genera. 

IN his difleult task of devininyg an. acoeptable procedure for the reintroduce 
tion of constitutional life in the two States, General Catroux: has been hampered 
bby theoe things: first, the attitude of the Lebanese President, who disputes his 
Hip to do 9 and has of Int been showing meting of the dangeran courage 
fof n demented sheep; record, the strong pressure exerted by the Nationalixts, 
who dispute his right » long as he declines to exercise it to their advantage; and, 
third, his own unwise determination to commit the Nationalists in advance to 
the conclusion of a treaty with the French, ‘These thingy have led him to 
contemplate, in respect of both States, courses of action which would not be 
conducive to the freedom of elections, He told His Majesty's Minister on the 
Toth March that, exasperated by the conduet of President Naccache, be was 
cavisaging the creation of an interim Government under Peshara ol Khouri— 
feeling, presumably, that it was only with the support of a powerful party 
ead that he cull hope to wet ME Naccnche out of the saddle ft'was, however. 
represented tojhim thet no Goverament ander « politician such Beshara el 
Khouri could pass as neutral: and it is hoped that he hax now reverted to his 
former and much sounder idea of an interim Government under the leadership 
of ME, Philippe Boulos the pretest Minister for Foreign Affaire who is, weal 
enough to be generally acceptable. As an alternative to M. Boulos, he has 
suggested Selim Tacla, but the latter, though in some respects ot a bad choice, 
hias lately become too closely associated with Besbara el Khonri to. pass as a non- 
perig.man. Dr. Ayoub Tabet is now, scording to General Catronx, ruled oat 

y the fact that he is a candidate for the presidency. 

‘The intransigence of the Lebanese Presidetit has also caused General 
Catroux to doubt. bis own power to restore the Constitution im a modified form, 
suppressing those clauses of it which prescribe the nomination by the President 
of one-third of the Deputies. He has nevertheless teen strongly urged to do s0, 
fon the grounds that, if his right to restore the Constitution is admitted at all, 
3 enya (onto 8 mmodifiation which would be welcomed, as 
a progressive st the popalation as aw it has further heen. poin 
eae That Uaburees Fook action on bie part. would not debar the elected 
Parliament from immediately reintroducing the clauses in question should they 
think fit to do so, his failure to take it would perpetuate these clauses, owing to 
the fact that the Constitution can only be altered by a yote of at least 
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three-quarters of the Chamber—a majority which eould never be achieved in fce 
of the natural disinclination of the nominated third to accept its own extinction. 
‘Asa less desirable alternative, he has been urged to arrange for the holding of 
elections for a constituent assembly, which would function for # period limited 
to two years and then submit an amended Constitution to the test of popular 
suffrage. 


of three 
ler to the 


‘ereation of a Senate by the elected 
these conditions he has drawn up. 


detive aympathisers. 

Tt t» not clear how far General Catroux bas gone in his endeavours to 
clinch thix dubious bargain with the Nationalists, bat it is known that while be 
was last in Damascus on the 13th and 14th March tw termediaries were 
successively despatched to Hashem Atassi to Homs. ‘The General has, however, 
shown a welcome disposition to keep Hix Majesty's Minister informed of develop 
ents and to consult him. The latter has signified hix agreement, ax a matter 
‘Of practical expediency, with the proposal to recall the 1936 Chamber for w 
token" period only, but has pointed out the grave objections to an un-neutral 

erim Government of the type suggested, ond has further endeavoured to 
dissnade General Catroux from attempting to impose on the Nationalists either of 
the two conditions referred to above, As regards the question of the treuty, 
the British view is that the Parliament destined to come to power as 4 result of 
free elections neither could nor should be committed in advance, and, that any 
attempt on the part of the French to do so, especially by means of @ secret 
‘agreement, would sooner or later have most undesirable ion from which 
the French themselves would be the first to suffer. The question of a Senate 
is lees important, but it is felt that the creation of such a body would not be 
desirable fn a country Which lacks experience of parliamentary Government and 
in already far too prone to accept ax inevitable a system of administration by 
subterranean intri 

Tt is not ye etal how far General Catroux is prepared to accept the 
British advice on these points, but he will have to. reach a inal decision 1 the 
very near future, since his presence is urgently needed in North Africa 

There has been a sudden and steep rise in the price af gold, which may be 
expected to react adversely on the already strained economie situation, Ax 
first step towards checking the frenzied speculation, to which this increase i 
ld prices is due, the bourses in Beirut, Damascus and Aleppo, which have 
degenerated into little more than gambling dens, have been ‘closed, and all forward 
transactions in gold and Toans against gold have been forbidden, In addition, 
tramnittee has been set up to revise the rules under which the bourses operate 
‘Qnd to form a market for transacting business in the shares of some twenty 
local cotmpani 

simi 


‘Total purebacs daring the pat ‘week have remained steady 


In order to reduce the extravagant consumption of cereals, in 
crd to bring that city more nearly into line with Aleppo and other 
Damascus and oe dystem of distibution ave been devised, and will be pot 
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into force with the approval of the Syrian Government as soon. as 

the issue of ration cards, which commenced. on the 12th March, 

been completed. The new plan provides. for the distribution 

ul of flour, and the daily ration is slightly reduced to 450 grammes 

Yor the poor and 400 grammes for the rich. ‘The introduction of his measure 
is expected to result in a saving of 750 tons of cereals per mon! 

The Allied authorities’ demand for the payment of the Syrian Government's 
debt to the O.C-P., referred to in Summary No. 47 of the 24th February, met 
‘with 1o response, and the Government has therefore been informed that the 
following steps will be taken inumediately to liquidate the debt which has 
accumulated and to prevent @ deficit arising in the future :— 


(a) The Syrian Government's share of the surplus of the funds of common 
interest for 1942 will be appropriated. 

(®) The Bank of Syria will be authorised to issue notes to the value of 
£8, 3 million on behalf of the Government and the Wheat Board will 
receive a eredit for this amount. 

(0) Should the Syrian Government fail to pay over a sum of £8. 3 
from its Treasury reserves by the 15th March, the proceeds of the 
"Tobacco Monopoly will be transferred to the 0.C.P. 

(@) ‘The Wheat Board will at once assume responsibility for the milling and 
‘aking of cereals and their distribution against cash payments 

(©) The Syrian Government is required to constitute a fortnightly deposit to 
cover approximately the deficit resalting from its policy of bread for 
the poor, while awaiting the preparation of final invoices. 


‘The first failure on the part of the Government to make this provision will 
romlt in the 0.C.P. taking over the sagar monopoly and using the profits from 
that commodity to cover the deficit, in addition to assuming control of the 
arrangements for supplying bread to the poor 


Syria-Damasous 

Genoral Catroux's delay in announcing his intentions regarding the return 
to constitutional life is giving rise to many contradictory rumours, Those who 
‘oppose the Nationalists assert that this procrastination ix due to the difticulty 
which General Catroux is encountering in his negotiations with the Nationalist 
Tenders for att agreement committing them to the conclusion of a Franco-Syrian 
treaty. Amongst certain opponents of the bloc there is conriderable agitation in 
favour of the restoration of a monarchy. ‘The Nationalists themselves are clearly 
aware of their weakness, and are seeking the apport of other political groups 
Which haye hitherto been hostile to them. The Government is uneasy, the Prime 
Minister is fearful for hie position, and both the Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
the Minister for Youth and Propaganda (who is a bitter opponent of the 
Nationalint bloc) are contemplating resignation. ‘The result is that adminis- 
tration is even more inefficient than usual. 

"The Lebanese President's unexpected challenge of General Catroux’s right 
to decide the manner in which constitutional life is to be resumed has caused 
considerable comment and speculation as to whether the Syrian Government may 
possibly adopt the same attitude. 

‘The introduction of the new scheme for feeding the Damascus population 
desorited above under“ Wheat,” has given rise to all kinds of wild rumours and 
has provoked some unrest, but there have not yet been any important demon. 
‘trations, and it is expected that the new arrangements will be accepted without 
serious difficulty unless political agitators interfere. Steps are, however, being 
taken to deal with any disorder which may occur. Unfortunately, the introduction 
of this scheme has coincided with a phenomenal rise in the price of gold, which 
is likely to be followed by a further increase in the already high cost of living. 

‘Jamil Madfai, a former Prime Minister of Iraq, arrived in Damascus on 
the 6th March and stayed for several days. He is reported to have confined his 
contacts to the Shukri Quwatli group of Nationalists; and in a conversation with 
Hi Majesty's Minister at Beirut he showed that he was in full sympathy with 
the aspirations and programme of this section of the party. 


The Lebanon. 
General Catroux’s decision regarding election ts in the Lebanon 

js still awaited, and speculation on their nature is still wis and conflicti 

in character. ‘The belief is growing that the 1939 Chamber will not be recall 
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&s a result of British objections to this procedure, and the assertions of the 
followers of Emile Eddé and Béchara ek Khoury that these two parties will divide 

‘new Government between them now carry léss conviction. 

Meantime the main interest centres on what is regarded as the firm stand 
taken by President Naccache against General Catroux's claim to arrange, the 
Lebanese political situation by himeelf. ‘The President has so far maintained 
his position, and bias been freely stating that he will ander no circumstances resign 
his office at General Catroux’s behest ; and the unexpected firmness of his attitude 
has not only aroused the somewhat grudging admiration of all elements not 
directly opposed to him, but has encouraged his vacillating Prime Minister to take 

position assigned to him, ‘The rest of the Ministry are more anxious not to 
Commit themselves, bot are likewise making a show of solidarity until the moment 
Whien a head-on clash with General Catroux becomes inevitable. The immediate 
followers of Messrs. Eddé and Khoury, who see the promise of early office and 
f control of the elections receding, are, however, continuing to sneer at the 

ident, maintaining with some truth that be showed himself subservient to the 
French until the moment when his own tenure of office was in danger. 

“A number of meetings have been held during the past week by various 
Politically-minded groups of Lebanese for the purpose of expressing support for 
the President in his alleged stand for Lebanese independent rights against French 
Altempts to maintain « mandatory hegemony; prominent amongst these are the 
Najjadé party and certain Moslems headed by the Lebanese muti 

‘On the 15th March the Lebanese Prime Minister once more made a formal 
demand to General Catroux for the handing over of the intérits commun on the 
ftounds that, Lebanese independence having now ten recognized by all the Allied 
Ihembers of the League of Nations, nothing should now stand in the way of the 
handing over to the Lebanese Government of the powers formerly exercised by 
the inandatory authority. The basis of this argument is unfortunately untrue, 
fand it in not to be supposed that this belated attempt to profit from President 
Naceache's present ant ism to General Catroux will meet with any more 
‘miccess than heretofore, It is, however, clear that the French authorities will be 
orced sooner of later to make a determitied stand if the present Lebanese Govern 
tment is to be put back into its normal state of malleability, 

The chemists of Beirut, having received no reply to their strong protest to 
Genoral Catroux regarding the terms of the recent decree governing the import 
‘and distribution of pharmaceutical products, are again contemplating a strike 
to enforce their protests. Action has been taken on the British side with a view 
to securing the modification of certain of the clauses of this decree, notably as 

rds the participation of British and local representatives; but pending 
Teferenice to Cairo little progress has been made in this direction 

Demands for the istue of monthly rations of flour have now been received 
from the inhabitants of the wheat-producing district of Akkar, in the North 
Lolanon, on the grounds that the wheat produced there is the property of the 
large landowners and bas been sold either to the 0.C.P. or on the black market, 
0 that it is not available to the population, 


Paes ‘of Arab federation, 
vv legations to the 
ical situation, but there 
further consultations. 


iascus paper, 
Matin eas 


The Beirut press continued to complain bitterly against the delays and 
irregularities in flour distributions and against the particularly bad quality of 
the ration distributed for February. Tt has also asked the Governient to take 
drastic measures against the "" unparalleled and unexpected "" rise in gold prices. 
{Fe gold pound serling was quoted at ES. 56 nt one period during the afternoon 
of the 13th.) 
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CHAPTER V.—GENERAL, 


[E 425/425/65) No, 46. 


Sir H. Knatehbull-Huyessen to Mr. Eden —(Received January 22, 1043.) 


(No. 428) 
Sir, Angora, December 
AS you are aware, the Saadabad Pact, which was signed 0 the 3 
1937, between Turkey, Persia, Afghanistas e serch nook meen ie ‘which 
it would be considered automatically extended for five years if none of the 
signatories denounced it before the 25th December, 142. As it has not, in fact, 
been so denounced it remains in force until the 25th June, 148, - 
2. MF. R. Atay, the chief leader writer of the semi-offic 

attention to this fact im a leading article on the 26th December. He expressed 

hat, us in 1997 s0 to-day, the four signatory States were ceo the 
cause of peace and defending their freedom and independence, and he hoped that 
the frie ee eee he ots be & usefal factor in the post-war world. 
integ tm ettension : af th validity of the pact has otherwise aroused little 
Bagdad, Lennon = of this despatch to His Majesty's representatives at 

T have, &o 
(For the Ambassador), 
J.C, RNDALE BI 


1196/506/65) No. 47, 


Office of the Minister of State to Foreign Uffice=-(Received March 1.) 
Sir, “ 
. iro, Febru 11, 1943. 
WITH reference to Minister of State’ telegram No. 103 of i 
7 of State's i the S0eh 
regarding tho luter addrvesed to the Ministerel State by the Prime Mieke 
of Iraq, with which was enclosed 4 "Note on the Arab Cause, with Suggestions 
for the Solution of its Problems,” I am directed by the Minister to transmit 
to ya herewith a copy of this communication, 
2. In view of the statements in the opening paragraphs of the letter, 
Mr. Casey regards the letter asa private and not api omAel sestniaNon 
“ambancGQhi Of the Teter nod its encloaure are beiny seat to Hix Majesty's 
Atsipesatgr t2 Cairo, His Majesty's Minister at Beirut and the High Com- 
Tam, & 
H. I. d'A. HOPKINSON. 


Enclosure in No. 47 
Office of the Prime Minister to the Minister of State 


My dear Mr. Casey, Bagdad, Januar 
pAPTER our conversation about the future of the Arab Stater't decided to 
follow your advice and write memorandum on the subject abowing my personal 
Interpretation of the problems facing us and putting foward my siggestions 
for their solution. ‘The attached note has been prepared by me in my personal 
capacity, and although I know that several of my colleagues and other Tradi 

imilar views, yet T do not wish i i 

Perera eel gthhen a el aah aca stag 
you are very busy these days and cannot be expected to réad up the 
ie 


A 

details Of pledges and promises made twenty-four yea! and 
discussions that have taken place xince, [have tried to give as briefly as 

a sesamary of what haa happened since the end of the last war. While my 


reading of the past differences between the Arabs and the British and the F 
is perhaps not unnaturally coloured, I have for the purpose of thi 
Boe ee een ae eet ee treated 


Th 


In view of the recent activities of Zionist organisations in England and 
America I feel that some declaration should be made by Great Britain and the 
United States regarding the future of the Arab territories which formerly 
formed part of the Ottoman Empire. The Palestine Post on the 2ud November, 
1942, gave prominence to a report of a public demonstration held in Londoo 
fn the Ist November under the auspices of the Zionist Federation. Messages 
of sympathy were sent by a number of prominent persons who are entitled to 

‘own views, but we were surprised that two serving Secretaries of State 
Sent messages of sympathy. ‘The Zionist Federation bas always declared that 
by a national home in Palestine they mean an independent Jewish State and 
Ampathy with Zionism implies support of theit policy of creating such a State 
in Palestine, although the British Government bas frequently and categorically 
declared vhat that is not her policy. 

Tm Traq we are not allowing news of this kind to be published, as we, do 
Dot want Arab feeling to he inflamed against the Jews and the British. But, 
if the Zionists and their sympathisers are allowed to continve their propaganda, 
it will be very difficult for Arab leaders to restrain Arab journalists and 
Politicians from initiating counter-propaganda in the Arab States. Unfortun- 
Ately, in England and America, friends of the Arab cause have always experi 
fgreat difhculty in securing publicity for their views, and now in war time the 
Fesition is worse owing to the shortage of newspaper, shee Moreover, the 
terrible persecution which the Jews aro suffering, in Germany, Tualy and 
Gccupied "Europe naturally evokes sympathy for, Jews generally and, any: 
body who writes OF ‘speaks against Zhontemn fo in danger of being regarded as 
condoning these persecutions. 

‘Some time ago there was an agitation by the Zionists to, create a Jewish 
army in Palestine and elsewhere to fight against the Axis. The Hritish 
Government refused to be persuaded. But taking advantage of the present 

isclosures of Jewish massacres in Poland and Germany, the Zionists are again 

Brewing for x Jewish army and bare ‘succeeded in enlisting very strong support 
for it in the United States. 

1ed with Palestine is no concern of the Arabs in 

‘be content with a Jewish 

(Palestine)! If there 

ing it in Palestine 


they have the m 
Tam inclined to disbelieve 1 
‘catse further alarm to the Arabs there : 

‘Dr. Chaim Weizmann, the Zionist loader, in an article in Foreign Aff 
fan American quarterly, for Jannary 1942, again urges the creating of a Jewish 
State in Palestine, and writes as if it is bound to be established after this war, 
Frown 1019 to 1922 he expressed the same views; then, when he realised the strength 
‘of Arab opposition to these claims, he modified them. Now he has revived them, 
T feel that ifthe United Nations made a definite pronouncement now te the effect 
that they will not support the creating of a Jewish State in Palestine, but adhere 
{o the fulicy laid down in the White Paper of 1939, the Zionists would make 
Protests of course, bt would accept the decision as final. They believe that it 
Hr possible, in the course of a great struggle such as the present war. to exact 
promises which would not be made in time of peace. So. their extreme claims 
Uionld be refused categorically now. At the same time, if you agree with my 

tion. it would be possible for the United Nations to guarantee the future 

aftthe Tewich National Home as it exists at present in Palestine with all the 

Possibilities of its normal semi-autonomous development within the fabric of 

eater Syria and an Arab League. z 

reat vite your consideration of these matters as T am of opinion that, unless 

Qoth the Zionists and their British and American sympathisers cease their 

dn during the war, the Arabs will start their own propaganda and that 

the Axis Powers will seize the opportunity, 50 ted, to create bad blood 
hetween Great Britain and the Arabs of the Near and Middle East 

Yours sincerely. 
NOURY SAID. 
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Sub-enclosure. 


Note au the Avab Canse, with Suggestion Jor the Solution of its Problem 


peoples can be divided into two main groups : (1) those living in 
(2) those living in Syria, in Palestine, in Iraq-and in the Arabian. 


Although in the second groap the Arabs of the Arabian peninsula can be 
feverully distinguished from those of Syria, Iraq, Palestine and Transjordan, yet 
Hinguistically, cnlturally, ecouomically, the Arabs of those former. Ottoman 
Provinces are one people. Iu spite of the fact that ducing the past twenty years 
they have been divided into several different States and that diverse laws have 
been introduced into these States, yet, owing to the improvement in communica 
tions and education, they are cultitrally as close together as they have been for 
eres i rts sameness particularly applies to the Ottoman territories I ing 

m the south-eastern coast of the Mediterranean. Syria formed one compact Ai 
‘area, of which Palestine, the Lebanon and Transjordan were parts not distinguish. 
uble from each other nor from the present truncated State af Syria) These sreas 


including Traq, were all part of the territories of the Ottoman Empire, no inter. 
ational boundaries divided them, the form of administration was the same, and 
the same law applied, ‘The habits and customs of the inbabitants in these areas 
were the same, whether they were Muslim or Christian, as, indeed, were theif 
food and their general outlook. 
Although in Syria and Palestine considerable numbers of Christians are w 
be found, they are mainly Arab in origin, and their customs, their language, their 
inthe past 


way of life ate much the same as those of their Moslem 8. 
the Christian denominations bave frequently been more hostile towards each 
other than towards the Moslems, who treated all ven alike, 

The only Christian community which bad a special position was that of the 
Maronitex, In. 1864, following disturbances between the Marouites and the 
Druzes of the Lebanon, this province was "placed under a privileged régime 
tianed on «large meas utonomy which allowed the Marodites ts have there 
own system of local govertiment under a Christian Governor.’” This special form 
of administration rested on an international guneanter, 

det the old Ottoman Empire there existed various * Millets "* with 

Fights, the iden of aomioautonomous comiunities within the State it 

lar to all Arabs of the succession States and generally accepted ax a fait 

and sensible policy, This privileged rigize of the Matonites deverves careful 

study, ax it can be tho model for a semi-antonomous Jewish province in Palestine, 
Inined Inter. 

These Araby of the Near and Middle Kast have for nearly a century beon 
struggling to secure their natural right to independence, so that they say. be able 
{o unit; to recreate their ancient glory and to progress in the path of civilisation 
in freedom and pence, But, so fn, political factors, external rather than internal, 
Inve obstructed their way and stood between them and their legitimate goal, 

Whon the Arabs lost their independence several centuries ago, some of their 
countries fell to the Ottoman. Empite and others were later seized by. Europea 
countries and treated as colonies. Yet all this did not destroy the idea of indepen. 
dence in the Arab mind. Although Arab aspirations were suppressed for many 
yenrs, the desire for independence oventnally revived, stronger and mightier than 
ever, 

In the Otteman Empire Arabs a¢ Moslems were regarded as partners of the 
‘Turks. ‘They sbared with the Turks both rights and responsibilities without any 
racial distinctions, ‘The higher appointments in the State, whether military or 
ivi, were open the Arabs: they were represented in both the Upper and the 
Lowor Houses of the Ottoman Parliament. Many Arabs became Prime Ministers, 
Sheikhs al Islam, generals and Walis, and Arabs were always to be found in all 
ranks of the State services. 

When the decine of the Ottoman Empire began and the Party of Union and 
Progress started the Pan-Turkish Movement, the Arabs preferred to separate 
from that Empire; they launched a campaign for the defence of their Fights, 
there Having the way for the independence of their countries. 

At the beginning of the first Groat War in 1914 the Arabs realised that a 
gloomy future awaited them owing to the sinister behaviour of the Parte of 
Erion and Progress, which had thrown itself into the anaes Ce art ok 
joined them in the war against the Allies. So King Husain bin Ali (who was 
then the Sharif and Prince of Mecea) approached Great Britain, who definitely 
pledged herself to secure for the Arabs their independence. Relying on those 
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ses, King Husain proclaimed in 1916 the separation of the Arabs from the 
an Empire and jolaed the Alles. who were ten pressing through the moa. 
Gritial and dangeroas stage of the war. ‘The Arabs in all. their countries 
the step taken by King Husain and supported him, in the hope that 
they would find in the pledges of the Allies the realisation of their national 
rations. In consequence, Arabs in Turkish territory were subjected. to 
fbtesritahle perscation end adroctioa Bat they fought the Turks on the side 
‘of the Allies in the conguest of Palestine and Syria, 

a arta eae ere, aes 
terms of the secret Sykes-Picot Agreement and when the Balfour Declaration 
as published, the Arabs eoatinued to trust in the repeated pledges given by 
Great Britain to King Husain and to the Arabs of Syria and Iraq geverally, in 
Yarious proclamations, that '‘ the future government of these territories should 
be based on the principle of the consent of the governed.’” This confidence 
became a certainty in Arab minds when, in his famous Fourteen Points, President 
Wilson laid down that: ‘* The Turkish portions of the present Ottoman Empire 
should be secured a sure sovereignty, but the other nationalities which are now 
Mader Turkish rule should be-aasured an undoubted security, of life and an 

ity of autonomous development,” 5 
iia Are wettest afer the war which ended wih 
Victory for the Allies, with whom they had joined and with whom they had fought, 
telying on their pl to secure Arab independence. At the Peace Conference 
the Arabs realised that their vietorious Allies had gone back on their promises 
Th fact, the treatment which the Arabs received from their A}lios wax worse than 
that accorded to the vanquished, who were not placed under any form of tutelage. 
‘The Allies divided the Arab territory amongst themrelves according to secret 
Ureaties granting themselves mandates over thewe raion in spite of the strong 
Protests of all Arab leaders. ‘These mandates were hater for the Arabe to bear 
han the old Ottoman role, “The mandatory system broke up the Arab territories 
into a number of separate administrations and wax an areangement which, i 

visted in, would destroy Arab unity for ever. Leng was placed under Great 

itain, ax was Southern Syria, and Northern Syria was handed over to France. 
‘Only the Arab States of the Arabian Peninsula were allowed complete 
indeperuence 4 

ring the lant twenty yours the Arabs have tried in every. way to attract 

ia atucttin of the civilized world to Ue. wong Unt ban bens de to dhe 

wy have constantly endeavoured to permade world opinion of the justice of 
thoir cane atid have struggled incessantly to obtain their independence, Thit 
Mandatory system adopted by the Allies of the Tant etek ak nga 

jon ‘Arabs, who resent any form of tutelage. 1 

Reon ot It ar Seirtntan rsliows wt nd ilewill which have existed 
in thowe Arab counteies and which still threaten their peace, 


Iraq. : 
Traq had been a mandated territory till 1982, when, hy the exertions of hor 
Gn ponte ahd sided by the British Government, ae ebtafend hor independence 
and was admitted to the League of Nations in the same yenr. Eyer since her 
Independence, Iraq has been chiely interested in her own affairs, following the 
ath of development and advancement which can be seen in all the fields of hor 
Activities. She is bound to Great Britain, by the Anglo-Iraqi Treaty of Alliance 
Of 1890 under the terms of which both States co-operate with complete under, 
ing to al beret 0 ties, 
weet a not merely» neighbour of ober Arab countriey, she i closely conneciod 
to them hy the strongest linguistic, racial, religious, cultural, economical and other 
ties, "Tn addition, frag shares with her neightooring Arab countries the ideal 
of Arab unity which it is ultimately hoped will be realised. Without. sich 
union the Arabs will never be pe. to have Hels prope ec in the world and 
ei ory, of which they are so rightly proud. ~ 
Seer este tabeve that oes oa Arad ai a aly be fected by securing truc 
i all Arab countries, which, in the course of time, will make 
Tene rata se the tatore of es anton’ eiich ty clk boc eh fer 
Guarantees their interests. These considerations have made Tragis always resporid 
to happenings in the neighbouring sister Arab countries and take an intense 
interest in them.” Whatever happens in Syria or Palestine has some reperctssion 
in Iraq. Although for centuries the Jews enjoved complete liberty in Traq and 
lived on excellent terms with their Moslem neighbours, yet violent anti-Jewish 
feeling has been aroused by the events in Pal hostility has heen 
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fanned by German radio propaganda. As a result, in 1941, when an interregnum 
existed in Irag and the forces of law and order were out of hand the mob looted 
the peaceful non-Zionist Jews of Bagdad and murdered a number of them. 
For this reason responsible statesmen in the Arab States where large Jewish 
communities are residing are always apprehensive of the efiect in their own 
vountries of what happens in Palestine. This also applies to all that occurs 10 
the non-independent Arab regions. 


Northern Syria:. the present mandated territories of Syria and the Lebanon, 

‘This was the most advanced of all the Arab provinces. The Syrians were 
the first to begin the Arab National Movement for mdependence. American and 
French universities and schools have teen, propagating learning and ideas of 
Freedom among Arabs in Syria for aver eighty years. Tn consequence Syria not 
only has a very numerous highly educated and cultured class of lawyers, doctors 
and arts gradaates, bat has a population with a highly-developed political spirit, 

In spite of the fact that Syria and the ‘are not less civilised than 
many European countries, the uisound mandatory system which has been imposed 
upon them bas impoverished them and created dissension among their peoples, 
lewding to frequent disturbances and disorder. ‘The Syrian Arabs have seized 
every opportunity to win true independence and even sacrificed their desire for 
unity in order to obtain it. ‘They made agreements with the French for the 
country to be divided into two States—the Lebanon and Syria. Unfortunately 
they have been informed by a recent official announcement that, after about 
twenty-five years of waiting for freedom, their countries are still to remain part 
of tho Freach Empire, At the time of this declaration the French were lying 
under the yoke of nuzism, and their Governments, both central and colonial, were 
‘pporting the Nazis wholeheartedly ‘The Arabs cannot believe that this decision 
will be upheld by the United Nations 


Southern. Syria; yow divided into two mandated territories as Palestine and 

‘Transjordan. 

‘The rivalry of Britain and France has separated these two countries, which 
aro British mandated territories, from Syria, of which they form an integral 
part. Transjordan cates a form of autonomy under the rule of His yal 
wh antes ‘ince Abdullah, son of King Husain, but is as anxious to obtain full 
independence as any of the other Arab countries, 

‘Of all the various problems facing the Arab countries, that of Palestine is 
the moat dificult and calls for most serious attention, because the policy hitherto 
followed has resulted in obvious injustice to its original inhabitants, the Arabs, 
who still constitute two-thirds of the population. ‘The Arabs of Palestine want 
o live independent in their own country, bat the Zionist policy aims at wresting 
the land from the hands of its legitimate owners in order to transform it into 
a Jewish State. The Arabs do not hate the Jews, but they abhor the Zionist 
policy, which aims at the annexation of their country. The Zionist Movement 
1s backed by unlimited funds, powerful institutions and political parties, as well 
as by distinguished personalities of it influence in Great Britain and America, 
while the Avabs of Palestine can only rely on the justice of their cause and their 
own exertions. "Although the Arabs of Palestine have the moral support af Arabs 
in all neighbouring countries, these countries have beet powerless to help thet, 
materially or militarily, owing to their alliances in force or contemplated with 
Great Britain or France. Moreover, the Arab States want a peaceful settlement 
by agreement not by force 

"The Arabs from the very beginning believed that the pledges that Great 
Britain gave to the late King Husain (both when he was Sharif of Meck and 
later when fe was King of the Hejaz) included Palestine, Transjordan and most 
of Syria. The declaration stated :-— 

“That, subject to certain modificptions (which excluded Mersin, 
Alexandretta and pottions of Syria lying to the west of Deena 
Hama and Aleppo} Great Britain i proared to rcogise and uphold he 
independence of ‘rabs in all the regions lying within the frontie 
proposed by the Sharif of Mecca.”* sei seated 
‘The British Government has nerer seriously challenged the Arab content 

that Palestine was included in this pledge conveyed through Sit Henry MeMahon 
he full text of the correspondence is attached to this note 

he Balfour Declaration was made subsequent to this dfn 
then its contents alarmed the Arabs, the British Government sent 2 
Commander Hogarth, to st the doubts of King Husain at rest. 
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‘was assured that “: Jewish settlement in Palestine would only be allowed in s0 far 
4 would be consistent with the political and economic freedom of the Arab 
While the terms of the Palestine Mandate give special rights to the Jewish 
‘and Jewish settlers in Palestine, it nowhere lays down that the Jews are 
to Jewish State in Palestine. (The Arabs, of course, have never accepted 
the mandate as legal or binding on them, and in the mandate Ung: re nok Sven 
mentioned by name.) In successive Statements of Policy, published as White 
Papers, His Majesty's Government has in 1922, 1930 and 1939 declared tha 
"feis not part of British policy that Palestine should become a Jewish State. 
When (Great Britain accepted the mandate for Palestine, her first concern 
Yas 10 facilitate the creation of a Jewish National Home by assisting the Jewish 
Ageocy an other Jews to purchase land and arrange the peaceful Sree of Un 
‘Arab cultivators of such Iand, She also endeavour: » Aral 
earn ot Home, The mandatory was also occupied in establishing 
ices. 
to carry out the duty imposed 
ine to advarice towards self: 
id consider how best to execute 
ish dominance and. hostility to 
thelr coopera 
the 


Arabs was not directed tows 


‘Arab race and the Arab ideal.” At this meoting the Secretary of State 


i ‘is view: * The mandatory told the Mandates Commission--as it 
Taaiieted, the ‘Council later--that they were convinced of the necessity of 
ii rand again : "It was his definite opinion that, once the Aral 


Poli ges peed 
‘they were with political hostility both to the mandatory 
Porta tate dems) were given self yovertunent, it would be to their interest 
in. security y 

eat cault His, Majesty's Government recommendad the partition. of 
Palestine into three States—a Jewish State, an Arab State and a British 
ra areful examination by a special Boundary Commission the partition 
of Palestine into separate States was found to be impractical. But this 
fommusion did not examine the powibility of creating a Jewish enclave or 
feuclaves, with special rights on the Maron aside « Palestinian State 
or a greater Arab State which woul and Transjordan. ‘The 
Ereating of two or more completely independent States out of the small territories 
Of Palestine would have involved the creation of complex artificial boundaries 
With numerous pockets of Jews in the Arab State and ier rersa, it would have 
Ineant the creation of at least one international corridor and possibly more, ut 

if all Palestine were included in one Syrian State, the boundaries of the Jewi 

enclaves would be administrative boundaries only, |The Jewish srexs, mig! 
consist of a number of qadhas or even 1 in which the Jews would enjoy 

Special rights: alternatively, by arrangement with all parties a definy 

Ghneolidated area could be assigned to the slews for semi-autonomons administr: 
tion, and Aral settled within it would have to aoept olive ander Ue special 

régime or could be found land elsewhere 
Towever, the partition of Palestine into two independent States and a 
mandated area, which had pleased nobody, was declared impossible, and the final 
Boiy of Great Britain wae made public in 1999 ‘after the Palestine Conference 
Pre atet White Paper of 1099 Hix Majesty a Sate re 
e i Majesty's Government is the establishment within 
) tien vars an independent Palestine State in treaty relations with 
Great Britain 
I “independent. State should be one in which Arabs and Jews share 
ae interact in auch n way as to cowue Ua te essential interests 
of each community are safeguard 
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‘The White Paper of 1999, in effect, limited the Jewish National Home: in 
Palestine to the Jewish communities then resident in Palestine, plas 75,000 Jews 
Who were to be allowed to settle in Palestine during the five years 193944. This 
meant that the Jews in Palestine would in 1944 constitute about a third of the 
population and that they would remain a permanent minority. His Majesty's 
Government therefore cousidered that by 14 her pledge in the Balfour 
Declaration would have been fulfilled and a Jewish National Home established 
in Palestine. All that remained was to establish self-government in Palestine 1 
such a way as would best safeguard the rights of the Jews who had settled it 
Palestine under the terms of the Balfour Declaration. ‘The detailed proposals 
put forward by His Majesty's Government to reach this objective do hot aflect 
the underlying basis of the statement of policy: that Palestine had to be given 
self-government as soon as possible and that the Jews should be a permanent 
minority in this new State. The conference which met. in London for the 
consideration of the Palestine question in 19390 was the first oceasion ou which the 
Araby States were recognised by: His Majesty's Government as. being. mutuall 
interested in the settlement of the Palestine problem. ‘The conference included 
delegates representing Egypt Saudi Arabia, Yemen, Transjordan and Iraq, who 
were invited because their States were interested in the future of Valesttoc, it 
being an Arab territory and its administration and future development a matter 
of mon coucern to all Arabs 

in es Vitation marked a return by Great Britain to the spirit 
of her old pledges to King Husain which regarded all Arabs in the old Ottoman 
Empire as one community united by one ideal. This is my first justification for 
raining these issues and making my suggestions at thix time 

Tt has to be admitted that conditions in all these Arab countries have 
remained unsettled ever since the end of the last Great War. Numerour 
rebellions have broken out causing much bloodshed and devastation in many parts 
of these Arab lands. Apart from this, the most law-abiding inhabitants of these 
countries have always been the victims of worry and:anaicty about. theit own 
future and that of their compatriots during all these long years. In Palestine 
and Syria even the non-rebellious: Arabs feel that they have not been allawed. to 

‘confidence in the 


promptly Element of 


disorder an were actively and ‘unsorapulously 


Arabs and the United Nations mffored 


«4,20 spite of previous disitiusionments the Aralw have welcomed the Atlantic 
‘Charter with satiafaction, becuuse they consider ita guarantee for the realisation 
of their national rations which will be united in the way they choose of their 
own ee wit h 5 

‘e feel that the British Government regards the Arabs’ cl 
sympathy and that they are ready to solve the prablem of the, Arab nue 
the same satisfactory manner as they solved thom of Iraq. If they succeed in 
ting thew mmpathetc intentions nto eft. the present cacti wate of the 

Fab countries will come to an end to benefit of the int is Gr 
‘wall ast the Arab cairn themelex De peer 

fe realise that the British Government has a free hand in deali il 
these problems, because their action ie subject to the concurrence of wee AN 
ripe rey ee cas 24 co ad so fully with Great Britain 

vw hands of latter are freer and we feel that it wil 
reconaider her whol policy towards all Arab i lpei rgiancan gs, 
All Arabs’ and particularly those of the Near and Middle F: 
down in their hearts, the feeling that they are" members me of anothers eee 
ationalism,” springs from the Mosiem feeling of brotherioad enjoined 
them by the Muhammad in is last public speech. It differs therefore 
from a great deal of European nationalism and patriotism. Although Avate ore 
patoraly attached to thir native Land, thee ’nationalicn Is not sinned by 
boundaries, It is an aspiration to restore 1) lerant civilisation of the 
ear Ca ate. Bs spi & restore reat tolerant civilisation of the 

__1 We therefore believe that any policy which satisfies the legitimate political 
tights and aspirations of the Arabs! will restore moe pocaety 
that such peace and contentment will be of invaluable service in promotine the 
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interests of the United Nations in this grave period of war. Moreover, such a 
licy will put an end to the Axis intrigues in the Arab countries and stop the 
dof Axis propaganda which finds there a most fertile soil for sowing its 
evil seeds, owing to the discontent of the Arabs with their preset situation and 
their anxiety about their future. 

‘The events of the past few years have revealed the weakness of very sinall 
States. It is generally assumed that after the war the peace settlement will 
eudeayour to group the smaller States together in some form of regional leagues 
or alliances which can he sufficiently powerful to protect all the members fram 
aggression, While I realise that many years must elapse before the Arab States 
an stand completely alone, yet. even their allies among the Great Powers will 
probably demand that they ‘make a greater contribution to their own defence 
services. Therefore the old idea of creating an independent Palestine and an 
independent Letanon and Syria must be abandoned and a new solut 
considered. 

Great Britain and France have repeatedly declared that they agree to the 
future independence of each of these parts of historical Syria. Tf independence 
is admitted to be the right of the peoples living in these areas, they must, ipso 
Jacto, have the right to coalesce in a unitary State or join together in a league or 
‘confederation, Tf experience has proved that very small States cannot adequately 
defend themselves and that they constitute a danger to their neighbours and to 
the peace of the world, then union or federation can justly be imposed on them if 
thess separate States really form oné community, linguistically, culturally and 
‘economically. 

Paragraph 4 of orticle 22 of the Covenant of the League of Nations reads 
x follows -— 

“Certain communities formerly belonging to the Turkish Empire have 
reached a stage of development when their existence as independent nations 
can. be provisionally recognised subject to the rendering of administrative 
advice and assistance by a toandatory until such time as they ane able to 
ntand alone, 


Doubts have been expressed at various times as to whether Palestine came 
Within the ambit of this paragraph. But Mr. Malcolm MacDonald told the 
Mandate Commission of the League of Nations in 1939 that "the Arabs of 
Palestine could not be regarded as so utter! ferent from the Arabs of Lraq 
or Syria that rights which clearly belouged to the latter under paragraph 
Aiould be completely denied to their fellow Arabs in, Palestine.” 

This statement goes to the root of the whole problem. ‘The Arab contention 
is that all the Moslems, Christians, Jews and Druzes who occupy the Lebanon, 
Syria, Transjordan and Palestine are one community not differing yery greatly 
from the inhabitants of Iraq. In 1918 this community was hetter educated than 
the Traq is and more acquainted with and tolerant of modern, centralived, 
bureaucratic administration. 

The Permanent Mandates Commission of the League of Nations decided in 
June 1939 that the proposal of His Majesty's Goverument to set up in Palestine 
aan Arab State in which the Jews would form minority was contrary to the 
interpretation which had been placed upon the Palestine Mandate. Ii 
commenting on this decision His Majesty's Government pointed out that it hid 
been found impracticable to form h an independent Arab State and an 
independent Jewish State in Palestine but that" one of the possibilities which 
the mandatory Power had in view is the establishment of a federal constitution.”” 

Now Palestine is a very small territory with a population of less than 
2 million souls. To create federal constitution for such a small country 
would be difficult and cumbersome. Bat if Palestine reverts to its Sapte 

rt of the historical Syria it should be possible to create for Syria, Lebanon, 
Palestine and Transjordan either a unitary State or a federal constitution which 
would work efficiently. Rees 

If the Palestinian Arabs could be reunited with the Arabs of Syria and 
Transjordan they would not be so apprehensive of Jewish expansion, and the 
Jewish communities now in Palestine would feel safer and more settled. They 
coull be allowed considerable degre of local autonomy under some form of 
international guarantee, if that is consi ‘DecessAry, 

Tm the very protracted and frank discussions which took place between 
Mr. Malcolm MacDonald and the Permanent Mandates Commission in June 
1989 the point was raised again and again that there must be a spirit of evolution 
in the consideration of specific pledges and promises. While in no way denying 
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the validity of the various pledges and promises given by His Majesty Govern- 
ment to varions communities, Mr. Malcolm MacDonald felt that these pledges 
and promises had to be reinterpreted from time to time in the light of the 
development, both political and economic, that had occorred in Palestine since 
the pledges were first given. 

‘Such reconsideration is, indeed, specifically provided for in article 19 of the 
Covenant of the League of Nations which lays down that -— 

“The Assembly may from time to time advise the reconsideration by 
members of the League of treaties which have become inapplicable and the 
consideration of international conditions whose continuance might endanger 
the peace of the world."” 


‘hia is another justification for reommmending the reexamination of the 
whole position of the Arab States of the Near and Middle Fast. 

In Iraq, whose population in 1918 was more backward politically and 
educationally than that of Syria and Palestine, it has been shown that an 
independent native State can function with the minimum of advice aud support 
from its ally. 

In Saudi Arabia, His Majesty Tbn Sand has shown that an Arab ruler can 
tmaintain. peace and order over notin Bedouin occupying vast stretches of dvert 
lund over settled Aral in towns and oasis anid considerably develop their resources 
‘The dincovery of ilim Arab countries bas given them economic resources and 
revenue not hitherto available, Iraq needs an outlet to the Mediterranean for 
its oil and other products. Palestine, which is being rapidly industrialised, 
heeds markets for ite products and oil fuel for its factories. 

‘These are facts which have to be taken into account and which justify a 
re-examination of the pledges given by His Majesty's Government, some of which 
were embodied in the mandates of the League of Nations. These present factors 
call for « new policy altogether, which will settle permanently the future of the 
inhabitants of the Near and Middle East 

‘My proposals which follow are based on the close relations which already 
exist between Iraq and all the Arabs of histori The States of the Arabian 
peainrul, although near tous in language, custom and religion, have a diler 
economy. "Egypt has a larger Bopelation than the Succession States and has her 
own problem in the Sudan and saewhere, 

have therefore assumed that these States will not at first be inclined to join 
an Arah Federation of League, though, if such a union macro between, Tra 
and 8} 


Conclusion. 

In my view the only fair solution, and indeed the only hope of secutin, 
Bermanent peace, contenant and progress in these Araly areas is for the United 
Nations to declare now — 

(1) That Syria, Lebanon, Palestine and Transjordan shall be reunited inte 
‘one State, 

@) That the form of government of this State, whether monarchical or 
epublican, whether unitary or federal, shal be decided by the peoples 
of this country themselves 

(8) That there shall be created an Arab League to which Iraq and Syria will 
tubers at once and which can be joined hy the other Arab 
at wil 

(4) That this Arab League shall have a permanent council nominated by 
the member States, and presided. over by fone of the rulers of the States 
‘who shall be chosen in a manner acceptable to the States concerned, 

(6) The Arab League Couneil shall be responsible for the following : 

@ Defence. 
) Foreign affairs. 


(e) Currency. 
(@) Communications. 
(@) Customs. 
Protection of minority rights, 
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(6) The Jews in Palestine shall be given semi-autonomy. They shall have 
‘the right to their own rural and urban district administration, 
including schools, health institutes and police, subject to general 
supervision by the Syrian State, 

(7) Jerusalem shall be a city to which members of all religions shall. have 
free access for pilgrimage and worship and a special commission 
‘composed of representatives of the three theocratic religions shall be 
set up to ensure this. 

(8) That, if they demand it, the Maronites in the Lebanon sball be granted 
‘a privileged régime, such as they during the last years of 
the Ottoman Empire. This s} Tike those to be set up in 
paragraphs 6 and 7 above, shall rest on an International Guarantee, 


If it is possible in the manner suggested above to create a Confederation of 
Arab States, including Iraq, Syria, Palestine and Transjordan at the beginning, 
to which other Arab States may later adbere, thett a great many of the difficulties 
‘which have faced Great Britain and France in the Near East during the past two 
decades will disappear. ‘The Arabs of Palestine at present fear that they will 
become a minority in a Jewish State, and therefore bitterly oppose the grant of 
special rights to the Jews, but this hostility would be allayed if Palestine became 
part of a large strong Arab State. ‘The Jews could establish their National Home 
in those parts of Palestine where they are now the majority with a greater feeling 
of security, because there would be more goodwill ou the part of their Arab teigh- 
bours, and as a semi-autonomous community in a much larger State their ecouomie 
opportunities would increase. 3 i 
___, Ve British Empire is not founded on negations, but on postive ideals, Pree 
institutions and free ration give it a living force of tremendous strength. 
Upon this foundation of free co-operation a true uniou of many diverse peoples 
‘and countries has been formed, depending less upon stipulations and statistics 
and more upon the nobler and more permanent principles which are written on 
the heart and conscience of man. If an opportunity is given to the Arab peoples 
to establish stich a free co-operation among themselves they will be prepared to 
deal generouly with all the Jews living im their midst, whether in Palestine or 
ehowhere. Conditions and guarantees there must be, bnt let them not constitute 
* ind, lest they become a dead letter, as so many minority provisions in 
Earopean Consttations became daring the past twenty years 

H ray proposals meot with favour they will require a careful examination, #0 
that the appropriate stops are taken at the right time and in the right order. 
Obviously. the anion of the various parts of historic Syria must come first. “It may 
fat first take the form of a federation of Syria, Lebanon, Palestine and ‘Trans 
jordan, each State continuing its own local ‘administration, leaving defence, 
foreign relations, currency and custome to the Central Government, On the other 
hand: it may be found possible to unite Syria at once, taking provision for the 
Jewish enclaves and the Jerusalem administration at the same time, Steps should 
ite taken at once to define these enclaves, and for this purpose it would be necessary 
to prepare an accurate ethnographical map of Palestine, showing the number of 
‘Arhbetand Jews in each nahya and town, also a map on the same scale showing 
the land under cultivation and the land which can be cultivated intensely in the 
future. An enquiry should also be made as to the number of Jews who have 
settled in Palestine since the outbreak of the war in September 1989, 

‘To secure Arab union sacrifices of sovereignty and vested interests may have 
tobe made. Similar sacrifices have been made in the British Dominions and can 
te equally demanded from Arab leaders. 

have throughout assumed that as France before the war declared that she 
‘was prepared to grant independence to Syria and the Lebanon she will not be 
Allowed ‘by the United Nations to repudiate her offers, nor to obstruct any 
federation of Arab States by insisting on old privileges or antiquated rights, 
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Lieutenant-Colonel Hoskins's Mission to the Middle Bast, and his Views on the 
Danger of Zionist-Arob Disturbances in Palestine, 


ret 

ON the st September, 1942, the United States Ambassador left with 
Mr. Eden an aide-memoire stating that United States Joint Chiefs of Staff had 
for some time been siving special consideration to the situation in the Middle 
East, and felt that every posible effort, both political and military, must be made 

















to hold this vital region. The aide-mémoire recorded the view that the United 
States holds a fortunate position in the Middle East, where its prestige and 
influence are high, and went ou to make certain proposals to profit from the wide 

spread goodwill which the United States Government believed to exist az a result 
of a century of American missionary, educational and philanthropic efforts, One 
of these proposals was the immediate despatch of an American military and 
tccotiomie mission, part of whose task would be to endeavour to make the most 
of existing goodwill towards the United States in order to gain more active 
Support from the peoples of the Middle East for a United Nations victory. The 
proposed head of this American mission would be Lieutenant-Colonel Harold B. 

Hrodkins, the vice-president of the Board of Trustees of the American University 
a Beirut, who had been working ithe State Department forthe past eighteen 
months. 

Colonel Hoskins arrived in Cairo on the 23rd November on w mission of 
investigation, Amongst other things he had a roving commission to report t0 
Mr. Sumner Welles on political matters, He spent the next three mouths touriny 
the Middle Eastern countries, where he received all facilities from Briti 
aauthoriti 

‘On his return to Cairo he gave to the Minister of State a paraphrase of a 
telegram which he had sent to Washington on the Palestine situation (enclo- 
wure 1). From thie it will be seen that Colonel Hoskins was greatly exercised 
iihout the poxsibility of an imminent outbreak of violence in Palestine between 
the Zionists and the Arabs, which might lead to Jewish-Arab clashes in other 
parts of the Middle East, Moreover, in order to acquaint American public opinion 
With the facts of the Palestine question, he suggested that groups of Arab and 
‘Jowinh, moderates should visit the United State On this point the Minist 
Of State has given him no encouragemont, Mr. Casey's view is that, although ® 
visit of a party of Arab notables might evoke interest and, inde’, sympathy in 
the United States, it would inevitably be jammed aa far am possible by the Zioniat 
Organisations, and would lead to an intensification of Zionist propaganda both 
turing the visit and after its departure, Out embassy at Washington agree with 
this view, which, in their opinion, applies equally to a visit by Jewish moderates. 

Tn a lettor of the 19th January to the High Commissioner for Palestine 
(ecloure 2) tr Casey ane for Sir Harold MacMichels opinion on Colonel 

Toskins’s view that an early outbreak of serious trouble might take place between 
the ows and the Aral. In his reply of the 28rd January (enclosure 3), the 
High Conimissioner states his view that such an outbreak ix improbable in, the 
near future, but may later be inevitable if the present dangerous tendencies are 

i checked, For this purpose the High Comnisioner suugests a. restatement 
the partof His Majesty's Government of clause 4 in the Palestine White Paper 

‘of 1989, which states 
* Hin Majesty's Government, therefore, now declare wnequivecally that 
it ig not part of their policy thet Palestine should become a Jewish: State 

They would, indeed, regard it as contrary to their obligations to the Arabs 

under the mandate, as well as to the assurances which have been given to 

the Arab people in the past, that the Arab population of Palestine should 

Fermnde the mbjecte of a Jewish State agin their will 


Foreign Office, March 31, 1948. 


Enclosure 1 in No. 48. 
Mexaage rent by Liewtenant-Colonel Hoskins to Washington regarding Pitesti 


TT is realised that in venturing to comment on the complex Arab-Jewi 
question one is getting into deep and troubled waters, but the situation is ane 
Sihich must be grappled with, since a bloody conflict isin the making if the matter 
is allowed to drift, the effect of which will be felt not only in Palestine, but in 
the whole Arab world, as well as causing domestic repercussions in the Unite 

tates and Brit 

‘2 Present indications are that, unless preventive measures are taken, 
fighting may break oat in Palestine between Ziozists and Arabs before end of 
war, possibly even this spring, and Jead in turn to Atabalew clashes in other 
paris of Near East, This view is shared hy some British officials, although most 
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do not regard situation asso immediately serious. Practically all, however. foresee 
recrudescence of Arab-Jewish conflict shortly after termination of hostilities. 

3. Jewish Agency spokesmen remain adamant in demands for Palestine as 
Jewish national State, regardless of Arab opposition, and even seem inclined to 
oad Palestine Arabs into breaking present war-time truce, in the evident belief 

Jews can count on support of public opinion in Britain and United States, 
and also that the increased number of Jews in Palestine and. arms available to 
give confidence that they could hold own against Arabs in country 
Measures taken by Hagana, secret, Jewish military organisation, to obtain arms 
Ate no secret. i 
4 


6. In order to reduce present tension and obviate open clash a brief ntate 
ment hy the United States, ot even better. a joint Anglo-American deci ti 

Allied military support af extren ions of either Zionists or Arab 
{uling oat Allied military apport of extreme positions of either Zionists or Arab 
7. In addition to such a statement the following suggestions are made :— 


___In order to acquaint American public opinion with fact that there 0 
tides to the Palestine question, nud that Palestine is not nx ares whee eer 
million Jews from Europe can be installed after war and immediately find land 
‘And livelihood, a carefully-chosen group of four to six moderate Arab nationalists, 
jnelnding Amir Abdallah of the ‘Transjordan, might be permitted to visit the 
[iiited States in more of le the same way that visits to the United States of 
Kings of Greece and Yugoslavia served useful purposes. Although Abdollah i 
the perfect choice, he would seem to be best available, andl entouraye should include 
Arab nationalists representing various religious faiths from Trangjordan, Pales 
tine, Syria and Lebanon. Such representatives should be type ready to face problem 
of half-million Jews in Palestine who cannot be rem ed any more that Aral 
Puch men are available, Furthermore, thore are certain Jewish moderates. in 
Palestine, such ax Dr. Magnes, Misa Henrietta Szold. of the Youth Immigration 
reat), and Mr. Ben-Tor, leader of one wing of Jewish Labour movement, who 
Iaight also be allowed to visit the United States in order to present theit case 
sir views might be well received by many American Jews wh, while favouring 
ins ay ae 'alestine, do not favour extreme Zionisin as advocated 
iews of these Arab and Jewish moderates should also find a 
erPtive audience among v Phrintian groups in the United Staten parca 
Jani fi were made Fee periean support of either of the extieme Arab or 
Wot many wnat ed lieet Nei Cn Sn 
oficiis, re ileas have been distusad with various. American, and. British 
of seemed sufficiently sympathetic to justify their presentation, and 
further and more specific details can be furnished if neque 5 


Enclosure 2 in No, 48. 


Mr, Casey to Sir i 
ew ry to Sir H. MacMichael, 
fy dear MacMichnel, 
fy dear 3 E ta 
ie ONE of my fist Visitors since my return ere has bee Colonel Henkin, who 
Beam in Cairo, after having completed his tour of various Middle. Eastern 
matries. He has obviously accumulated a good deal of interesting and useful 
TE est rich he lays the greatest emphasis. however, and 
ich, “ irprised me a is the risk, in his ‘early 
Dutteak’of seioas Lmble betwee the Jews and the Abe et aly 


spring 
His opinion, as a result of talks with Jewish leader wi 
oth i Palestine and neighbouring countries fe gent ake Tara Ttorscl 
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deliberately trying to goad the Arabs into hostile action against the Jews, which, 
in the first place, would put the Arabs in the wrong in the eyes of the world; and, 
secondly, with which the Jewish Agency, with supplies of arms and trained 
personnel, are confident that they themselves could effectively deal. 
His intention is to report his views to the State Department by telegram, 
and possibly follow this up by a visit to Washington. He has several ideas in 
= head as to how to dispel the ignorance in the United States on the Zionist 
and build up a body of informed American opinion in favour of & 
iddle course and act as a damper on the extremists. I believe that he has 
wussed these ideas with you, and we are taking a look at them and will, of 
course, consult yon before endorsing any of his recommendations. Meanwhile, 
however, Eshould like to have your opinion as soon as possible on his main thesis— 
Uae it may, the imminence of an outbreak of violence. 


RG. CASEY. 


lowure 3 in No. 48 
Sir Ht, MaoMichael to Mr. Casey. 


Government House, 
My dear Minister, Jerusalem, Jawvary 2 1043. 

LWAS glad to get your letier of the 19th January, evoked by the views 
expressed to you by Coloriel Hoskins, and to have the opportunity of answeri 
{Your question as to the validity of his main thesis—the imminence of an outhe 
df violence in Palestine. 

2. 1 am no prophet, and all I can do is to attempt an assessment of 
probabilities as I see them. My own view is that an early outbreak of serious 
Trouble between Jews and Arabs is improbable, but that it is inevitable when 
the "cease fire ”” sounds (if not when peace terms are definitely in the air), unless 
tho extravagant ardour of the Jewish official bodies ix meanwhile quenched. ‘The 
issue lies with them and with the attitude of His Majesty's Government towards 


T agree with Hoskins that the Jews would be glad to see the Arabs goaded 
hulence, but maybe they underrate the political astateness of the Arabs, 
part from being well-intentioned towards ux, have no intention of fallis 
wt trap while the war if still on and while, in consequence, their action coul 

be misrepresented as fifth columnism. On the other hind, though the Arab 

 Jeadlors (so-called, but they are of no woight) are aware of the pitfall, there ix 

always the outside chance that the rank and file may, under stress of feelings 

roused, or hy the emergence of sane demagogus, get out of control and behave 
rashly. 
4. T have said that the Jews would be glad to see "that is not 
quite the same as saying with Hoskins that they are “deliberately trying to 
i..." Tt is difheult to see which is the truth. My impression is that some 
f the Jews are “deliberately trying ...."" but that the attitude of the 

(ie, Of the Jewish Government, and therefore of the great majority) 

is One which might be summarised thus: ‘We are determined to have 

Palestine; wo shall conduct our affairs exactly ax though Palestine was ours; 

wwe shall inculeate this frame of mind into our people until they are united as one 

man under the stimulus of this great ideal: we shall train them and arm them to 

censure that it cannot fail of realisation. If the Arabs do not like it, what of that F 

If they rise in revolt—well, so much the better for us, for their name will be mud: 

can defend ourselves againat them in Palestine, without or preferably with) 

the aid of British troops, and His Majesty's Government will prevent the neigh- 
bouring States from lending their aid, His Majesty's Government will never 
send troops to repress long-suffering Jewry in the hour of their deliverance, 

5 icy of driving ahead, ‘regardless of consequences, is. bei 


mursued, in spite of the misgivings and warnings of more moderate elements, 
Is illustrated by the present methods of intimidation and blackmail which 
they are applying to their own people in the matter of recruitment for the army 
(Lam sending you a copy of a telegram which I am sending to the Secretary of 


State on this subject). ‘They are also giving currency to an insidions fo 
that the anti-Semitic Palestine Government is itself instigating the Arabs to 
resentment. 
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6. If you ask me what can be done to check these dangerous tendencies at 

the present time, my answer would be that things have gone 20 far that the 
danger cannot now be altogether removed, but that it could be minimised by a 
Testatement on the part of His Majesty's Government of that clause (4) in the 
white paper of 1939 which states: . His Majesty's Government therefore 
ow declare unequivocally that it is not part of their policy that Palestine should 
become a Jewish State. They would, indeed, regard it as contrary to their 
obligations to the Arabs under the mandate, as well as to the assuraices which 
have eon given to the Arab people in the past, that the Arab population of 
Palestine should be made the subjects of a Jewish State against their will.” 

7. That, restated, would remove all real Arab apprehensions (I take little 
count of anything additi pot politicians might demand). It 
would, on the other hand, infuriate the agency and their dupes (though it would 
te woloomed by the moderate groups even if few of them have the crags to may 
© openly); but I cannot believe that the agency are any more anxious than the 
Arabs to beamirch their goa name by causing violent trouble in war time, and 
the ground would be cut from under the feet of the extremists, 

__ 5. For the rest, we here can but deal firmly with any breach of law or regula- 
tion, and we shall do so; but we sce the clouds gathering, and feel that it needs 
4 pronouncement from on high to lighten them. 

Yours sincerely, 
H, A, MacMICHAEL, 
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CONFIDENTIAL. 


FURTHER CORRESPONDENCE RESPECTING 
EASTERN AFFAIRS 


PART 63.—APRIL TO JUNE 1943. 


CHAPTER 1.—AFGHANISTAN. 


(E 2233/86/07) No. 1 
Sir F. Wylie to Mr, Eden—(Received April 19.) 


{No. 1. Confidential.) 
Sir, Kabul, January 15, 1948 

viTH nce to Viscount Halifax's circular despatch, dated the 
Ath November, 1930, I have the honour to forward ax an enclosure to this despatch 
A political review of Afghanistan during the your 1942. 

2, 1am sending a copy af this despatch, with enclosure, to the Seoretary 
of State for India and to the Government of India 

Thave, &e 
FV. WYLIE. 


Enclosure in No 1 
Political Review for 1942. 


IY is the general opinion among informed observers that, with certain known 
ns, the present Government in Afghanistan would like to veo the Allied 
ws Winning the war. IL is not to be thought, however, that this is ont of 
iY novessary feeling of goodwill for the Allied caso as such. ‘The desire is 
wed almost entirely on self-interest, A German vietoty would, of course, mean 
the elimination of the Russian threat from the north perhaps for many’ years 
Yo come. That would be so far good. It would also, however, in all probability 
entail the d ish power in the Enst. In the subsequent 
Fevonstruct y happen to Afghanistan and its present—after 
all usurping—rulers? As a pawn the Germans and Italians may not think tmuch 
f ex-King Amanullab. So far, however, they owe little to the present virtual 
fictator of Afghanistan—His Royal Highness Sardar Mohammed Hashim Khan 
2 But an Allied victory, too, is not without its dangers, Victory for 
Bolshevik Russia, for instance, will mean that the threat to. the northern 
borders of Afghanistan will renew itself in an even more insistent form than has 
the case in the past, while if India after the war is granted the virtual 
Independence which has been promised to her the old balance between England 
and Russia, upon which the independence of Afghanistan in the Inst resort 
Gepends, wil bea thing of the past. Tt is a choice of evils, therefore, with the 
balance hardly inclining to the side of the Allies, But they must not only win, 
‘They must also fight the last hattle as far away as possible from Afghanistan, 
therwize the worst that could happen from an Axis victory may fall to the 
‘Sountry anyway. 
12163 [26155] 0 




















2 


3, ‘The year 1941 closed with the Russian armies most surprisingly on the 
offensive against the German invaders, while to the East the Japanese had just 
eatered upon the series of startling successes which were presently to culmilate 
in the fall of Singapore and in the occupation of practically all Burma. The 
Afghan Government were not unduly alarmed at these Japanese successes. The 
whole breadth of Tndia still lay between them and the scenes of active operations. 
‘They had never thought much of the Japanese anyway, and America and England 
must presently gather their strength and restore ation. The Russian 
resistance to the Germans was, of course, surprising, bat the winter offensives 
‘were probably a mere fash in the pan. With the spring the Germans would surely 
stack again and ultimately must win, The Libyan campaign, on the other bands 
was a side-show, British bombing of German centres of production again, while 
no donbt it had some nuisance value, would never by itself win the war, ‘In the 
West, therefore, the balance seemed still to be definitely in favour of the Axis, 
In the Enat oue could wait and see, For the Afghan Government the old policy 
of rigid noutentity, in great things ax in small, waa in any case still the wise 
and, indeed, the only possible line. 

4. In the spring the news from India teuded to be disquieting. April saw 
the arrival of the Cripps Mision with the oller of practical independence when 
the war was over. It has been the conventional view that, while sober Afghan 
opinion apprecitos the advantages of ordered administration in India undee 
tho wgin of the British Crown and the consequent halance which the presence 
of the British in India provides against Russia, a powerful element Jooks to the 
elimination of British influence in India solely as an opportunity: to recover 
the lont Afghan provinces, ax also an outlet to the sea via the port of Karachi. 
But there is moro in it than this, Afghans are orientale, and there sens little 
doubt but that the younger educated elements in Afghanistan at any rate 
aympathixe very thoroughly with India’s national aspirations, and would welcome 
tho end of Wesiern domination in the whole Indian sub-continent. To what extent 
there elements are iddentic 


Tn May came the Axis offensive in Libya, culminating in the fall of 
‘Tobruk and the withdrawal of the h Eighth’ | ithin. the Egyptiat 
r., This neriour revorve, coupled with the fall of Sebastopol, encourag 
n doubts about the Allied chances of winning the war in Europe. And there 
wan wore to come, The German. successes in South Russia during Joly and 
August, the serious disturbances in India and the lack of any countervailing, 
‘Allied success in other War theatres soon to have genuinely shaken the Agha 
Government, inchding the Prime Minister iineell. Ramours bene coFreat 
{o tho offect that the Government, in order to reinsure against an Allied defeat 
and always remembering that exKing Amanollah was in Rome, had proffered 
seoret cooperation to the Axis, ¢.. in the supply of information about cdnditions 
in India, Persia and what not. So prevalent itd these rumoars become that if 
September Hin Majesty's Minister, acting on instructions from Hin Majeaty'* 
Government, sought on interview with the Prime Minister, and reminded hint 
that His Majesty's Government were relying upon the Afghan Government 
respect the assurance he had given them in 1041. vir.. that, provided that «he 
country was not Inynded by armed forces, the Afghan attitude would not be 
allowed to be a cause of embarrassment to the British Government during the 
coitrae of the war. The Prime Minister in reply assorted that he had not changed 
his policy, but he made the assertion with less than his usual emphasis and 
specific undertakings about the fature were noticeably wanting 
__ 6. Thoro the question was left, however, for the time being and probably 
Wisely 60. For the antumn brought startling changes in the war situation 
Allied Jandings in North Africa, the spectseular victory of the British Eighth 
Army in Libya, the German failire to capture Stalingrad aud the firm handling 
by the Governmeat of India of the Congress disturbances in that country, a 
combined to induce a somewhat giddy swing-over in Afghan opinion among all 
‘lasses of the population about the ultimate outcome of the war, Tomaede the 
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‘end of the year the somewhat wild expectations engendered by the events of the 
autumn had, it is true, given way to a more subdued outlook, though the Russian 
Sffensives in’ November and December still encouraged the feeling that the Axis 
Powers were, after all, going to lose the war in Europe. For the time being, 
therefore it scems safe to assume that, to whatever extent the Afghan Government 
may have committed themselves in the way of reinsurance with Germany, 
Brocess will at the least be kept in bounds and if the war in the spring of 1043 
should wra away definitely from the Caucasus it is likely that the Afghan 
Government will do their best to extricate themselves from their commitments 
fad resume their role of careful, if somewhat frightened, spectators of events. 
term "reinsurance " used above is, of course, something of a euphemism as 
Applied to secret co-operation with our enemies, even if this secret co-operation 
is for the moment confined only to the intelligence side. If the war does not 
‘swing away from the Caucasus in the spring of 1943, and if the threat of German 
tration ito Central Asia becomes intensified, then it is clear that a highly 
icate situation might possibly arise in Kabul. For we have it on no lees 
authority than Herr Hitler himself how debilitating for any Government auch 
Secret subservience can become, and we can trust the Germans to exploit this 
bilitating process to the limit, with results which might be highly embarrassin 
to the Allied cawe in general and to the effective defence of the weste 
Approaches to India in particular 
7. ‘The above then was the state of affairs when the year ended, And if 
ime Minister was seoretly “ reinsuring ” with the Axis it mast in Cairne 
be adinitted that he also fulfilled in certain important respects the pledge he hind 
iven to the British Government in L941. In the matter of the Indian frontier 
for instance, no sort of evidence has come to light that he made any attempt to 
take advantage of the internal and external preoccupations of the Government 
of India in order, ¢.g., to intrigue with the frontier tribes. Not only this, but 
4 a result, it is believed, of information supplied by the Government of India 
@ number of persons were arrested in May and June who were known to 
intriguing withthe Axis legations io Rab, ‘The Ain logations theses, on 
the other hand, were kept under the strictest possible supervision and, although 
Htacoms necessary to asstine that they must be indulging in underground activities 
damaging to the Allies, no evidence that really dangerous plans of this nature 
Wore afoot came to light at any time during the course of the year 
Internally, the year was one of unbroken peace, From’ time to-time 
Teporia were heard of mporadio cases of violent crime in the eaxtern and youthern 
Winces, but, as in LM, no eorious challenge to the utithority of the Government 
veloped from any quarter. There were the usual rumours of dimensions among 
the members of the Royal Family and in particular the King war aid to bo 
‘chafing under the continued close tutelage of his uncles. Too auch attention toed 
ot perhaps be paid to these rumours in a village capital like Kabul, where the 
inhabitants have little in the way of amusement to distract then apart. from 
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© The shove in: noe us aay.~ however, ThHT"the” Government. i« without 
difficultios—pressing difficulties. Prices of all primary commodities have risen 
very high and will in all probability rise higher yet. ‘There is so far probably no 
real shortage of food-atuffs in the country, mt, as in India, hoarding. is an a 
woblei. Tt is understood that large reserves of wheat have been laid in by the 
Government, particularly in Kabul, This has, however, been done at the cost 
of considerable discontent in the countryside, xnd if any internal danger threatens 
the Administration in the coming yeare—which are likely to be increasityely 
ritical—it may be expected first of all on the economic side. Tn the towns the 

age of consumption goods is still not critical, largely due to the forethoaght 
with which the Government of India have done their best, at considerable cost 
to their own limited resources, to ensure to Afghanistan supplies, eg., of petrol, 
Piece goods, sugar. &c., sufficient to prevent such actite shortages developing. as 
might lead to widespread popular discontent endangering the stability of the 
Administration. 

10. The quarrels with the Afghan Government over British publicity which 
‘were mentioned in last year’s review are now happily ended. This very desirable 
result has been achieved for the most part by the abatement of a number of our 
earlier and—let us admit it—somewbat brash experiments in the difficult art of 
Propaganda, At the moment Hrtish propaganda material ix entering the country 
Without let of any sort. ‘The quantity is considered to be sufficient to meet. the 
heeds of an excessively hackward country and it reaches, in addition, those classes 
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1 most likely to be influenced by a proper presentation of the British case, 
That, it is felt, is satisfactory enough for the time being at any rate. 

Li. The tain purpose of His Majesty's Government in Afghanistan during 
the war is to ensure, if it ean be done, that conditions in the country shall not 
increase British military commitments or threaten the security of the north-west 
frontier of India. To this end they have continued to support the present Prime 
Minister in his efforts to maintain stability in the country, and they are content 
with his declared policy of maintaining a strict neutrality for the same reasot 
After more than three years of war it is possible to affirm that this main purpose 
hs 60 far been successfully achieved. From the outbreak of war up to the present 
time the north-west frontier of India has been reasonably qniet and the Indias 
Government has been compelled to undertake no major military commitments im 
that quarter, If, aa scems possible, the war should now recede from the Caucasus, 
itis pormisable to hope that the same good fortune may attend British policy 

Aighanistan till hostilities finally cease. But there will be ansicties 
Government is not popular, economic tension may be expected to increase, and 
as the War moves increasingly in favour of the Allies tho dissident 
the country, at present overawed by the seale of world events, may al 
embarrass o possibly even overthrow a régime which has not so far succeeded in 
attracting any real loyalty from the people, During the period just ahead, 
therofore—a period which will continue for some time after the war itself is 
overthe careful and. considerate handling of British  poliey—particulatly 
perhaps, on the economic side—will be a matter of very real importance both to 
Afghanistan itself and to India, 
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Mr. Eden to Viecount Halifax (Washingtou) 
(No, 059) 
My Lord Foreign Offer, Wth J 
‘THE United States Ambassador came to see me this afternoon, w 
him a copy of the attached aisemémoire on the subject of recent instructions 
we United States Minister at Kabul, 

Tho Ambassador read this and remarked that he thought it a very fair 
and rostrained statement of the position. Ho made it guite plain that for bis 
part he was not in xympathy with his Government's action. 1 think we can be 
sure that bo will support our representations strongly 

Tam, & 
rHONY EDEN, 


Enclosure in No. 2. 
Aide-Mémoire. 


1. His Majesty's Government in the United Kingdom and the Soviet 
Government have for some time been seriously concerned about the subversive 
activities of a umber of Axis agents in Afghanistan. As the two Governments 
have proof positive that the activities of these agents are organised and financed 
by the Axis Logations in Kabul, and are directly prejudicial to their respective 
interests, they recently decided to request the Afghan Government to control these 
agents and also to suggest at the same time that they should reduce the stafls of 


the Axi. Legation 

2. Sit F. Wylie handed to the Prime Minister on the 27th May a list of 
thirty-six Afghan subjects known beyond doubt ta be engaged in a subversive 
slot to damage British interests, together with a list of Axis agents in botl 
all and, in the north, who are engaged in a similar plot to damage Soviet 
interests. It was realised that a demand for the prompt arrest of all the persons 
‘on the British List would be extremely embarrassing to tho Afghan Government. 
His Majesty's Government therefore demanded the immediate arrest and 
inprisonment of only three and they left it to the Afghan Prime Minister to 
decide how best the remainder could be brought under sullicient control to make it 





Mmpossible for them to act as intermediaries between the A 
hostile elements on the frontier, ineltiding the Fagir of Ipi 

Minister expressed reluctance to agree, but only in that event, Sir F. Wylie was 
structed to say that refusal to comply with our wishes would force us to couside 
Gur course of action with the Soviet Goverument. Further, our strong advi 
Was that the Prime Minister, in his own d working in his own time 
And in his own way, should take steps a cathe staf of all hee Ais 
Legations, which in any ease had no genuine diplomatic work to do. ‘The Prin 
Minister was also requested to ensure that the «Axis Legations should be prevent 
from obtaining large quantities of extrn Afghan exchange to finance subversive 

ents 

3. The Soviet Government have made parallel representations as regards the 
Plot to disturb security on the Soviet-Afghan frontier. 

4. These representations, which were carefully concerted with the Soviet 
Government, were based on the imperative necessity of safeguarding security ou 
the frontiers both of India and of the Soviet Union. As the threat to th 
Of these frontiers did not appear to affect the interests of the United States 
America, His Majesty's Government did not seck the support of the United States 
Government for their representations to the Afghan Government, though. as 
between Allies His Majesty's Minister at Kabul was authorised to infor 
Fited States colleague of the substance of his instructions 

5, In these circumstances, His Majesty's Government were surprised to 
Jearn that the United States Minister at Kabul had been instructed that if 
further representations were made be should make to the Afghan Government 
@ communication which could not fail to encourage them to refuse the e 
Teasonable requests which Hix Majesty's Goverment and the Soviet 
ment have made, In view of their spec 
neighbour of India, Hix Majesty's Gov 
to 


have been went to, the 
United States Minister at Kabul were fused on a misappreh i 


Offered to the Afghan Government for the reduction of the stalls of the Axis 
Legations has ‘not been tendered in the form of a demand and it should be 
clearly understood that, though His Majesty's Government and the Soviet 
Government would naturally have to discuss their future course of action if 
the Afghan Government should refuse the requests which have been made to t 
His Majesty's Government have no present intention of asking them to expel 
the Axis Legations from Kabul, His Majesty's Government are fully aware of 
the internal difficulties with which the Afghan Government haa to contend and 
it is solely for this reason that they have made such very moderate requests and 
as regards the Axis Legations have confined their action to advising the Afghan 
ernment in their own interests to reduce their staf 
Moroover, the State Department may not be aware that since hix 
interview with the Prime Minister on the 27th May, Sir F. Wylie has also 
discussed this question with the Minister for Foreign Affairs (at the latter's 
Fequest) on the 30th May. ‘The Minister for Foreign Affairs, who wax most 
friendly, informed Sir F. Wylie that the three arrests which we had demanded 
would be made; that immediate steps were being taken to control the other 
persons engaged in intrigues with our tribesmen; that the sale of Afghani 
xchange to the Axis Legations would be effectively contrlied and that our 
advice regarding the Legation stafls was under consideration. 
= His Majesty's Government, therefore, have good reason to hope that this 
matter will be settled satisfactorily as the result of the negotiations now in 
Progress. On the other hand, if the United States Minister in Kabul acts on 
the instructions which have been sent to him, the only effect will be to convince 
the Afghan Government that. far from agreeing in principle with the Anglo. 
Soviet requests, the United States Government entirely disapproves of them and 
the Afghan Government may very well draw the conclusion that the United States 
Government is prepared to support them if they should decide to refuse. 'Thix 
can hardly fail to precipitate the situation which the United States Government, 
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His Majesty’ Government. and the Soviet Government ‘alike desire to’ avoid, 
namely, a refusal by the Afghan Government to take measures which are essential 
if security on the frontiers of Afghanistan with both India and the Soviet Union 
is not to be disturbed. 

9. As the United States Government is not directly concerned with this 
question of security it’ may be doubted whether the Afghan Government would 
expect the United States Government to express its views on this matter; ot 
again whether the latter would incur Afghan hostility unless they dissociate 
themselves from the Anglo-Soviet approach, especially as the negotiations are 
proceeding quite satisfactorily. In the circumstances, His Majesty's Govern= 
ment entertain the very stroug hope that the United States Government will 
refrain from a démarche which could not fail to prejudice representations 
essential for the British and Soviet war effort and that fresh instructions may 
be issued as a matter of urgency to the United States Minister at Kabul 


Foreign Offer, Vth June, 98, 


CHAPTER 1 —IRAQ. 


(E 2239 /489/93) No. 3. 


% Sir K, Cormwallis to Mr. Eden—{Received Aprit 19) 
(No. 111.) 
ir, Bagdad, March 28, 1948 
N my despatch No. 24 of the 22nd January, £ reported Traq’s, formal 
declaration of war on the Axis Powers and her adhesion to the declaration 
of the United Nations made at Washington ou the 2nd Jannary, 1942. This 
fetion seems to have caused noticeable heartburning to neighbouring Govern 
Monts. Egypt, Syria, Persia and Saudi Arabia all hurriedly took stock of their 
oak positions in relation to this event and, though their reactions varied 
With their individual circumstances, all apparently felt that Traq had cleverly 
stolen a march on them 
2" Tn Iraq. itself, the first tangible fruits of the declaration wore 
conditional offer of a small armed force to help Great Britain and a praise 
worthy effort to give more effective co-operation in providing grain supplies for 
Olhor countries in the Middle East. On the Sth February the Prime Minister 
sailed on me to offer to send a force of a maximum strength of one mixed brigade 
arkey, if the war should come there, and to detail a second brigade for duty 
fis gerrimn troops in Palestine ot Syria. Aw T reported at the time, 1 do not 
telleve that service abroad woold be well received by either the Iraqi army or 
the public, and the political objections to the sending of Iraqi troops to 
Palettine or Syria are grave and obvious, T accordingly welcomed your inxtruc 
rime Minister that, though Hin Majesty's Government. wore 
Rruteful for this offer. they had come to the conclasion that the best help that 
the Iraqi army could give was to continue to cooperate in Ube protection of 
Inilitary communications in their own country. Nati Pasha took this decision 
in good part. though he maintained, ax was only to be expected, that T was a 
fault in thinking that service outside Traq would be unpopular 
Although Nuri Pasha would not commit himself publicly at the time of 
Trq’s declaration of war to help neighbouring countries in respect, of corals, 
Tmnde fall-uve of the new situation in pressing home both on him ond the 
Minister of Finance that it wax the daty of the Iraqi Government now that they 
‘wero belligerenta to take energe ined action in order to provide, the 
barley so sorely needed in Persia key, After constant. representations 
2 notiGention was eventually published on the 13th January fixing priow and 
Saablishing Government control over all sales of barley. The notification was 
Tin Government's first important endeavour to cooperate more fully on the 
Tonomre frome and represented a major step towards proper control of cereals 
Sad stabilimation of onreal prices, The main points were— 


(a) In the liwas of Bagdad, Hillah, Diwaniyab, Muntafiq, Kut, Diyala 
Amara and Dulaim the Governinent required all persons to mirend 
any stocks of barley which they held in excess of their own require: 
ments for food. 

(0) The prices fixed were LD. 19 a ton for grain declared up to the 
‘Osh February; 1-D.17 a ton for later declaration up to the 
Toth March and LD.15 a ton for stocks registered from the 
15th March to the Sist March. Unregistered barley found after the 
Sist March to be confiscated with a nominal payment not to exceed 
1.D. 10 a ton. 
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intended no criticism Salih Jabr's werk. But Salih Jabr was aggrieved and 
owed to entertain) the Worst snspicions. 1 was able, nevertheless: 
ts persuade temo et each oder and ewetally a reconciiaton was elie 
his was the last and most threatening of the many hitches which had impeded 
the desired action and the notification was thereafter signed by Salih J: 
' peration. Up to the preseut nearly 50,000 tons of bare 
wd, and of this quantity the United Kingdom Commercial Corporation 
havo already porchased about 25,000 tous for export. While the amount. the 
United Kingdom Commercial Corporation are likely to obtain from the total 
quantity now available will enable deliveries to be made to Turkey and Persia ott 
fairly satisfactory scale for about two months, the deciencies in those tw 
countries especially the second, are a> great that itis enwntial that the Ira 
Government should embark on more forceful and effective action to uneartl 
further substantial quantities af barley knowa to exist in Iraq. I shall continve 
to exert all possible pressure to sccure stich action and have arranged for the 
Political Advisory staff to co-operate with and spur on. the local administration 
in their efforts to loente and odMain posession oP more barley 
4 OF low immediate importance but of considerable potential conmquence 
is the new ** Law for the Regulation of the Koonomia Life of the Country >: now 
toforo Parliament... ‘This superseden the eriginal law en 
the direction of economie policy and supplies in the bands of a Cabinet ( 
‘of three membors with the Prime Minister as chairman, It will also permit the 
transfer of the control of grains and mont local ce from Finance to Interior 
where a new department, largely under the infh of the British advisers. will 
bo sot up. This new legislation will certai ‘aud. posably 
angry; flittce in the pasliam pleasantly surprised 
lievers in the 


if 1 esonpes serious. mutil 
out-worn theories of Ltiste2- faire 
port hax already beon placed. an 
ne, a energetic officer of Wide experier 


tive control of 


bringing abo 
this oli i prosont post by the 
in/ Traq, Foroe, his presence will be a comfort to General Headquartors, who, 
to hiv arrival, were not unnaturally reluctant to release to the Lraqt 
jos valuable material, auch ax tyres, &c., which, though consigned to this 
‘on elvitian. acco feared might be misused in one form or another. 
Traqi irritation over delays in securing posorsion of sich equipment, and over 
tho military use of some 40 per cout. of available civil transport vehicles, 
threatened a one moment to give Fie to Poitcal complications. 1 shoul perhaps 
dd hore that the Prime Minister and others have also displayed a certain 
sonnitivenoss over the extent of British military participation in the control and 
‘operation of the Lraqi State Railways, with the result that from time to time 
T fool obliged to uso my good offices ip consultation with the commander-in-chief, 
to provent ovasional ruilled waters being seriously disturbed by angry «qualls 
1rL mention these mattors i is merely to tllustrate the constant watchfalneas that 
is neoessary to ensure that minor difficulties do not deteriorate into major 
comploxitien 
Ma. A further development in the Goveroment’s economic policy wax the 
setting up, early in the new year, of a committee “" to examine the question 
ihaking grants of certain commodities to deserving classes of the people.” Ti 
committee's report whieh has receutly come into my hauds, recommends. the 
distribution at low prices of soap, vegetable oil, rice and cloth to officials, 
policennon and all regular Government employees. Considerable quantities of 
mcayy have in fact alveady been distributed as well as 8,000 metres of cloth. 
Special plans are being studied for the distribution of essential commodities on a 
wider scale, Notwithstanding these activities, the Administration continue to 
he much criticised for the slowness with which they are grasping the economic 
nettle, and for their continued subserviency to powerful agricultural and 
meroantile vested interests. The fact is that the Prime Minister with his head 
full of Pan-Arab dreams, és reluctant to offend any potential political ‘* friends.” 
7. While I have been engaged in bringing the Iraqi Government to the 
‘of making available part of the surplus produce of the country for export 
needy neighbours. the Prime Minister and the Minister of Finaice have not 
veaseil to press for more active help from His Majesty's Government. Their 
host nngent demands. have concerned a gold backing for a national lean, to. be 
raised to reduce the steadily i ‘amount of carrency in circulation, the 
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release of more civil transport from British army use, the reduction of the number 
Of sheep consumed by our forces, the provision of lease-lend agricultural 
Machinery and the supply to the Government, instead of to merchants, of piece. 
goods, soap, matches, coffee and tea for controlled distribation. I have reported 
Separately on all these questions and it is unnecessary for me to deal with them 
in detail here It will suffice to record that the visit to Bagdad in early March 
of Sir Arthur Rucker and Mr. Lloyd from the Minister of State’s office in 
Cairo and the talks which they had with Nuri Pasta and Salih Jabr encouraged 
the Iraqi Goverument to believe that we were doing our best for thera and in fact 
to practical help being given in several ways. There remain, however, several 
demands which have not yet been met, and provided that the Iraqi Government 
‘eoutinue to give their co-operation in plans to satisfy our urgent grain require- 
ments it will, in my opinion, be well for us to deal with these demands 
athetivally. It mast frankly be confessed that the popularity of the Middle 
pply Centre bas lately waned in this country where it is hard for local 

ns and others to appreciate the difficulty of persuading other countries 

fo co-operate in easing Iraq's burdens unless it is clearly in their own interest 
Moreover, Iraqi opinion cannot sce why the Middle East Supply Centre should 
Worry over such problems as the dhow trafic in the Persian Gulf, for there is 
naturally little sympathy for the theory that all available supplies should be 
equally distributed to Middle Eastern territories, As, in fact, there ix small hope 
ol establishing effective control over the dhows, 1 have advised thit to avoid 


January, Nuri 
Pasha addressed a at Cairo on, the 
subject of Arab national affairs otest against cure 
Zionist claims and propaganda, went on to review the history of Syria, Palestine 
and Iraq since the last war, and conclided with a recouimendation that. the 
United Nations sbould immediately declare the foderation of Syria, the Lebanon, 
Palestine and Tr ne State, and promote the forination of an Arab 
Union to which this Greater 
‘at will, The Prime Mini 
the Viceroy of India, the Dominio 
entlemen in public ‘life who have ly 
Amociated wit ri Minister also 
Acquainted King Tha Saud, through the Saudi Legation in Bagdad, and the Amit 
Abdullah (by personal letter) with the essential features of hix proposals, Having 
himself thus made on effort to direct nnd stimulate interest in Atab federatio 
Nuri Pasha naturally warmly welcomed your statement in the House of Cott 
iterating the assurance first given at tho Mansion House in May 1941 that 
His Majesty’s Government wonid cogard with sympathy any’ movement among 
the Arabs io promote economic, cultural or political unity.” Your remark that 
the initiative must clearly como from the Arabs themselves spurred him, moreover, 
to further action, and he arranged for Jamil Madfai, a former Prime Minister 
and veteran of the Arab movement, to visit Syria and Transjordan discreetly to 
consult political leaders and to seek agreement with them on a common policy 
Hoforo he left Bagdad, Jamil Madfai told me that he and his friends had beo 
fovch encouraged by your statement and felt that the Arab leaders should at on: 
begin the serious siudy of the problem of Arab federation. He assured me that 
L could rely on his entire discretion. He knew that the realisation of Arab hopes 
depended an the support of His Majesty’s Goverument, and he wished to avo) 

action likely to embarrass us. 

9, According to the information given to me by Nuri Pasha, Arab leaders 
in Palestine have also been moved by your promise of British sympathy to consider 
how they can help to produce an agreed plan for the closer integration of the 
divided Arab countries and both they aud the Amir Abdullah of Transjordan 
Appear to have been thinking of gathering together a congress or conference to 
discuss Jetaile Meanwhile, Tahsin Askar, Minister of the Interior, and Tahsin 
Ali, Minister of Education, have been busy arranging for the opening in Bagdad 
of a branch of the Arab Union Society (Nadi al Ittihad al Arabi) recently. founded 
in Egypt. The declared objects of the society include work for a closer co-opera- 
tion between all Arab countries and the defence of the rights of the Arab world 
Experience has made me suspicious of societies of this kind, and I have reminded 
the Prime Minister of the harm done by the Muthanna Club, and have urged that 
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the branch or branches opened in Iraq should be kept under the closest super- 
vision. The committee of the society was elected a few days ago. The majority 
of the members are mien of moderate views and the zealots of the Muthanna have 
been exolnded. 

10, Security continues everywhere to be good, and pro-Axis propaganda is 
fot at present factor of importance m the political life of the county The 
Prime Minister has discussed with me his desire to bring to trial in Iraq the 

ng persuns who were charged before the military court set up in January 
deal with the organisers of the coup d'Etat of April 1041. I told his 
that before T could recommend His Majesty’s Government to send 
these persous back to Iraq from Southern Rhodesia, 1 should need to be assured 
that all his colleagues agreed with his wish to have thein tried. ‘There is, I hear, 
‘on this matter among monibers of the Cabiriet, and the 
Prime Minister seems to have dropped his proposal, at any rate for the tite being: 
id Februnry an, official notification was poblished in the 
ng all Fraqte living in enemy or encmy-oceupied territory to 
return within two months to Traq, aud threatening those who failed to do so with 
ial in absentia by court-martial. No ons were provided for pe 
wore detained against tei wishes or unable to find the moans of returning to 
heir homes, but the Minister for Poreign Affairs i hat the ( 
‘ment’s purpose is only to prowcute well-known renegades, such aa the Berlin 
broadcanter, Yunis Rah, and « uumber of Pong licery and students who fed 9 
Europe through Turkey after the collapse of Rashid Ali's Administration in 1041. 
fo. Apart from the declaration Of war, litle of importance has occurred in 
Traq’s foreigit affairs aince the beginning of the year, but there are two events 
which should perhaps be recorded, -M, Radlao, whe his recently been appornted 
Caechoslovak Minister at Tehran, apent sovera! days in Bagdad early in March 
en route to his post. He approached the Iraqi Government with « view to 
Obtaining their official recognition of the Czechoslovak Government and their 
iygrocinent to his appointment as Minister here. It appears probable that both 
Drops wile accepted, Secondly, in enply March the Government repularise 
the position of the American and Polish forces in Traq by obtaiuing the consent 
riawent to law granting to all Allied forces which are duly constituted 
the same judicial immunities aud privileges as those already enjoyed by 
the British forces 

1. Tho excitements of nationalist politics and of turbulent cco 
of lute heavily eclipsed the affairs of the Ministry of Education whi 
time ago occupied so much attention, Nevertheless, some progress has been male 
towards reform since the two dixcredited Directors-Geveral, Dr. Sami Shaukat 
and Dr. Fadhil Jamali, were relieved of their appotuts Other changes have 
‘also been made among the venior officials of the Mi nd. the way has now 
been opened for a further ndennce in. tb Whether it will be 
chioved ha mont question, ax unbappily Sadek Car the new Exy)sinn expert 
fat the Ministry of Education, is proving very difficult to work with and is 
becoming extremely unpopular in Traqi circles. [t ix regrettable, too, that 
Professor Hamley, whose health bas of late been indifferent, appears determined 
to leave for the United Kingdom ns soo e after the termination of his 
contract in Apri 

M4, The wi been very pleanant 
and (what is more important) endowed witha bowntfol rafal The prospects 
for the coming harvest, provided we are spared unforeseen pests or, discs, 
excellent, ‘Taken by and large, th ; notwithstanding its economic 
difficulties, ia remarkably blessed in comparison with its immediate neighbours. 
With many of ite inhabitants enjoying considerable prosperity. All this was 
Felected in the demeanour of the crowds who recently celebrated the birthday 
Of the Prophet oa cool day of brilliant spring sunshine. 

15. { am sending copies of this despatch to His Majesty’s repre 
‘at Angora, Cairo, Tebran, Jedda and Beirat, the Minister at State at Cairo, 
Majesty's ‘High Commissioner for Palestine and T'ransjordan, the Governor 
General of Thdia. the Commander-in-Chief, India, General Headquarters, Middle 
Fast, the Combined Middle East Intelligence Ceutre. the Political Resident in 
the Persian Gulf, the Political Agent at Koweit and to His Majesty's consular 
officers at Basra and Mosh), 

T have, &. 
KINAHAN CORNWAL 





u 


(E 2755/489/93) No 4 


Sir K. Cornwaltis to Mr. Fden—(Received 13th May) 
{Na 143) i 

HIS Majesty's Ambassador at Bagdad presents his compliments to His 
Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs and has the honou 
to transmit to him a copy of a memorandum by Sir K_ Cornwallis, dated th 
Bh April, 1043, forthe Middle East War Council: The Present Situation in 
iraq 

Bagdad, 26th April, 1943, 


Enclosure in No. 4 
‘Tue Present Srrvavion 1 Tnag, 
Memorandum by Sir Kinahan Cornwallis for the Middle Kat War Council 


ATIONS between Great Britain and Iraq are established on the 
provisions of the Anglo-Iraqi Treaty of Alliance of 1930 and the Iraqi Govern 
‘ment are at present carrying ont satisfactorily their wartime obligations towards 
Hin Majesty's Government under article 4 of this treaty, With the co-operation 
Of the Iraqi Government Axis propaganda has been virtually eliminate Hh 

sraona whose activities were seriously prejudicial to harmonious relations 
ween Great Britain and Traq have been interned or have fled the country. In 
Jannary 1943 the Lraqi Government, entirely on their own initiative, declared 
War on the Axis Powers and signed the declaration of the United Nations. Since 
then the Cabinet have been making a sincere, if not always very effective, effort 
to improve the country’s economic contribution to the common war effort, “Current 
telations with His Majesty's Government may therefore justifiably be called good, 
Internally the situation is tranquil, though there is a certain effervosence of 
youth, which tends at the moment to show a somewhat “red.” tinge, ‘There two 
Outstanding features of the present. political situation, good relations with 
Majesty's Government and internal tranquillity. whieh are in such conteast with 
nd atrife of April and May 141, are attributable to three main 
factors, the turn of the tide of the war in our favour, the presence of strong 
British forces, and tho comparative calm of the contemporary political situation 
in Palestine and Syria. 


Tray and Arab Union. 

Since her earliest days Iraq has always been strongly represented ia the van 
f the pan-Arab movement, and her people have never failed to take a close and 
Aoeply sentimental interest in the political fortunes of her closest Arab neighbours 
—Palestine and Syria. The disturbances in Palestine in the late thirties diverted 

from ideas of Arab unity and federation to the more urgent issue of the 
lestine and her Arab population, and the outbreak of war with German 
‘again, for a time, put into the background thoughts of rebuilding the Aral 
‘empire of the pa: tly, however, faith in the ultimate victory of the United 
Natious and confidence in the Atlantic Charter have brought abont revival of 
tivity directed towards a closer union of the now divided Arab States and 
les. The statement made by Mr. Eden in the House of Commons on the 
th February of this year reaffirmning the «ympathy of His Majesty's Government 
‘with any movement among the Arabs to promote economic, cultural or political 
nity has, moreover, acted a spur to the political leaders who are now seeking 
to formulate a scheme which will be able to command general approval, 

‘The protagonists of the pan-Arab movement in Iraq are the veteratis of tho 
Arab revolt of the war of 1914-18, They have no declared programme, but there 
is small doubt that their ultimate objective is the inclusion of all the Arab peoples 
in both Africa and Asia in single Arab State. They appreciate, however, that 
this can only be achieved gradually by stages, and their immediate aim is to bel 
Syria and Palestine to win independence as a necessary preliminary to their 
Union with Iraq. They see that neither Iraq nor Syria nor Palestine is strong 

hope that when 


‘enough to dispense with the support of a Great Power, but 
Woitel in a plea! and ecovotstc unit these countries will be able to stan alone 
Without the invidions support of a foreign alliance and the concomitant limitation 























of their national sovereignty. Though they are ready to acoept schemes for closet 
cultural and economic ¢0-ope between these countries as helpful 
preliminaries, such expedients will not deter them from continuing to work for 
the earliest possible implementation of measures which will enable Palestine. Syria 
and Iraq to devote their united strength to the Arab cause. ‘These pan-Arab 
leaders enjoy considerable support among their contemporaries and generally 
among the Sunui Arabs of the country. Most of them are now well dis 
towards ourselves and, in spite of many disappointments in the past, subscribe to 
the principle that Arab a mn anly be achieved through close and 
friendly co-operation with Great Britain, The Shiahs, who number more than 
half the Arab population of the country, are, however, showing little enthusiasm 
for the federation idea. For some time they have been absor the task of 
winning political equality with the Sunnis, and they foresee that if Iraq is at all 
lonely feclorated with the other Arab States, they may again recede into the status 
of n politically impotent re y. The half million Kurds are another 
important olement in tho country, indifferent, and to a small extent opposed, to 

at-Arab ideals, and even among the Sunni Arabs a number of the younger moa 
Interested in politics take the view that federation should be postponed u 
many fundamental sooial and economic reforms have teen carried oat within 
Iraq itself 

'Tho lendors of the federation movement have not up to the present shown 

much sign of being discouraged by the negative attitude of the elements mentioned 
above, but the outcome of the recent pourparters of Jamil Madfai and Tabsin al 
Askari with political leaders in Syrin and Kgspt has evidently proved disap- 
pointing to them. It is not yet clear what further steps they will now 
take, but they are not likely to let the matter drop for long. A branch of the 
‘Arab Union Club fonnded by Fuad Abbaza Pasha of Egypt bas recently been 
established in Bagdad, but it is as yet too early to judge whether it will play 
fan active part in Arab’polition 


Tray and Syria. 

It hax already boen mentioned that Tragis have for long taken an interest ia 
Syria's ateugle for Independence. - When British forces entered the country In 
1D, there were hopes that Syrin would rapidly be set on the path already trodden 
by Taq Disappointment and irritation followed with the ereation of the Tj 
ud Din Government, and what appeared to be the reluctance of the Free Frenc 
‘authorities to restore the Constitution, and the opportunity of Mr. Wendell 
Willkie's viait to Bagdad in Septembir 142 was taken to submit to him & 
momorandum signed by two ex-Prime Ministers and the President of the Seuate, 
urging the intervention of the United States to secure for Syria het 
legitimate rights, A pointed refervnce to Syria's stragule for independence was 
also made in Nuri Pasha's reply to the message whieh Mr. Churchill sent to bis 
‘on the occasion of Iraq's declaration af war on the Axis Political developments 
since the death of the late President have, however, given considerable satisfac 
tion to political circles in Trnq anid there is now less anxiety about Syria's future 
prospects 


Palestine 

Traq's interest in Palestine has been even deeper than her interest in Syria 
and, since the end of the last war, whenever there have been political disturbances 
in Palestine, strong reactions in favour of ue Palestine Arabs have been evident 
in Traq. 

AAC the beginning of the prownt war the ex-Muftiof Jerusalem and a large 
number of his most determined followers were in Iraq. Their anti-Briti 
propaganda amony the people and their intrigues with the remaining diplematic 
representatives of the Axis Powers were a seriots menace to our position, and were 
to a noteworthy degree the cause of Rashid Ali's open defiance of his Majesty's 
Government in May 1941. Since the restoration of a constitutional and friendly 
Government, in deference to Traq’s alliance with Great Britain, « tacit truce has 
been observed in agitation about Palestine, but towards the end of 1942 news of 
Jewish arming in Palestine and af Zionist propaganda in America caused fears 
to be felt in this country that the Zionist Jews were taking advantage of this Arab 

juiescence to strengthen their own position. Daring a visit to Cairo in December 

1042, the Prime Minister discussed with Nahas Pasha the idea of addressing & 

equest to the United States Government to dissuade their prominent citizens fram 
if public statements favourable to militant and extreme Zionism, and also 
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endeavoured to induce King Abdul Aziz al Saud to take parallel action. In 
March 1943 the Iraqi Government communicated a memorandum to His Majesty's 
Government in which concern was ex t the increase of Zionist prop 
ganda in Great Britain and the United States. and added that the Tragi Govern 
Ment could not overlook the possible effect of such propaganda in Iraq, where the 
People were deeply interested in the Palestine question. His Majesty's Govern. 
ent, in their reply, drew attention to the answer given by the then Secretary of 
for the Colonies to a question by Lord Davies in the House of Lords on 
the 61h ‘May, 1942, in the following words: °* While J would make it clear that 
there has been no change in the policy of His Majesty's Government with regard 
16 Palestine, the noble Lord may rest assured that His Majesty's Government 
Will not enter into commitments regarding the future of that country without 
Prior consultation with those including both Arabs and Jews whom they may 
Zhdge to be concerned.” The reply added that the policy reared. in Uhat 
Matement peeasine that of His Majesty's Government. This reply appears to 
heen accepted 
‘The general attitude of Iraqi Arabs towards the Palestine question ix that 
are resigned to the policy of the Palestine White Paper of 1939 and regard it 
4 tho declared and accepted policy of His Majesty's Government, They look 
forward to the early implementation of its constitutional provisions, and toauy 
hope that this having been done the way will be clear for Palestine to enter into 
closer political, cultural and economic relations with her neightours. Any materia 
whittling away of the safeguards provided for the Arabs in the White Paper, and 
expecially any relaxation of ite restrictions on Jewish immigration, would be 
rded ax a verious breach of faith and would provoke dangerous reactions in 
this countey, where our politico-strategic interests are likely in the difficult: post 
War years to assiime oven greater importance than they do to-day. In particular, 
the large Jewish community would ba in jeopardy 
‘The Trai Prime Minister has set out his personal views on the future of 
lestine and Syria nnd on the Federation of the Arab States in a lengthy 
memorandum which be addrowed in January last to the Minister of State at 
Cairo. It began with a renewed protest against current Zionist claims and 
Propaganda, went on to review the recent history of Syria and Palestine, and 
concluded with a recommendation that the United Nations should immediately 


State and promote the formation of an Arab Union. to which this Greater Syria 
and Iraq should adbere at once and other Arab Staten join at will 


No. 6. 


Mr. Ken to Sir A. Clark Kerr (Moscow) 
(No, 215) 
Sir, Foreign Office, May 18, 1943. 

THE Soviet Ambassador asked to se me this afternoon, when he said that 
ho had a minor matter to mention. Some time ago two Russian <eserters had 
escaped into Tra. There they had been tried for murder and his Excellency 
‘understood that they had been convicted and condemned to death. From the 
information that the Soviet Government had at their disposal they were inelined 
to think that the men were not in fact guilty of murder though they had been 
guilty of desertion, in respect of which they were punishable. If it were possible, 
the Soviet Government would like the men to be handed over to them, their 
sentence to death having first been remitted 

2 Tsaid that T had no knowledge of the circumstances, but that L would 
naturally look into the question. The Ambassador said that his Government 
would he grateful if we could use our influence in the sense in which he had 
suggested. The men, his Government felt sure, had not deserved death and were 
now truly sorry for their desertion 

1 


op 
ANTHONY EDEN. 
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ir K. Cornwallis to Me. Kden—(Reeeived May 22) 


Bagdad, A prit 30, 1943. 

T HAVE had the honour in recent months to acquaint you from time to time 
with the principal events in the field of education in Iraq following the engage- 
ment of Professor Hamley as technical adviser. Now that the latter, after a 
year's stay, is on the point of leaving the country, it is appropriate to review his 
‘achievements 

2. It is difficult to over-estimate the ultimate influence, for good or evil. 
of educational policy upon the life of a nation, and it would be proper to ascrl 
to the conduct of the schools and colleges of Traq a largo share of responsibility 
for an atmosphere favourable to uch events as those of May 1941. Tt was 
abundantly plain after those events—if it had not been before—that no stability 
could be hoped for without radical reform of the aitas, administration anit 
methods of public instruction in thix country, Protracted efforts wore required 
before such reform could be put in hand, General Nurial-Said, after becoming 
Prime Minister, appeared, indeed. to appreciate the need for action, bit strong 
ufhiences were at work to prevent any fundamental changes. Professor Haley 
recognised as the most suitable expert to call in) on his side, having in 1047 
pent same time in Tri relnctant to return: be was rightly 
ndamant in refusing to do wo on conditions Which would have virtually denied 
him any say in the formulation of edncational policy. Such conditions were, 
in fact, proposed to him ax a result of the intrigues of those who feared his coming. 
‘Tho latter were, however, eventually overridden by the Pritae Minister, who gave 
Profesor Hamlay the mission of invetignting conditions and of elaborating @ 
scheme of reorganization, in which tasks he promised him his full support. 

In dune 1942 Professor Hamley presented to the Minister of 
m setting out his main couclusion A copy 

document was enclosed in my despatch No, 227 of the 1th August, 1042 
Ali did not even discuss with the profesor the recommendation 


ihe appears simply to have sent the report ou to the Prime Minister 
1 comments by Dr, Fadhil Jamali, then Director-General of Tnatru 
tion. None the lee, Gencenl Nui aubaequentiy informed Professor Hatley that 


bo approved the report and would pat the rain) proposals into effet ns soon nt 
possible, One of those proposals was the fusion of the two Directorates. General 
of Education and Instruction in the Ministry. It was agreed that neither 
existing director-general should remain, but the Prime Minister conld not accept 
any of Professor Hamley’s suggestions for thoir replacement by an Iraqi, and 
it was decided to obtain the services of an Egyptian, You will recall’ that 
interminable delays and difficulties attended the negotiations wi y 
Government, and that the candidate finally accepted by the Lraqi Government, 
Sadiq Jawhar, did not reach Bagdad until early this year. Meanwhile the 
implementation of the reforms was held up, and it was not until the 7th January 
last that Profesor Hamley was invited to explain his acheme of reorganisati 
to the Council of Ministers. The council approved, and the profexsor wax asked 
to draw up a new regulation for the Ministry of Education, which wax promul: 
gated in its final form on the 4th February last 

4. ‘The main features of the reform ‘appear from this regulation, of which 
4 copy is enclosed.(') ‘They are a reorganisation of the central machivery of 
ovdministration, the decentralisation of control, and the constitution of a Board 
of Fslucation independent of the Ministry. Ax to the first, a single 
general is responsible, under the minister, for the entire administration and the 
execution of policy, the routine work of internal administration being supervised 
by ai assistant. “Ax to the second, increased powors have been delegated to the 
Directors of Education in each of the fourteen Liwas, which again are grouped 
into five areas (northern, north-eastern, central, Euphrates and southern) under 
area directors, who are at the same titne Liwa directors, but senior to their other 
colleagues. The Board of Education, which constitutes the third main innova: 
tion, is principally an advisory body. which will concern itself with broad 
educational policies and with assessing the general progress af education throngh- 
out the country. In addition to the Minister of Education, the ditector-general 
sand assistant director-general, it is to include representatives of other Ministries 


() Not printed 


a 


‘aud aiso four non-official persons known to be interested in education, appointed 
for two years at a time. By the institution of this board it is hoped to secure 
continuity of educational policy and to render it Jess subject to the caprice of 
‘individual ministers or directors-general. Ps lel to the board on a lower level 
are Area Education Councils in the provinces. 

‘3. With the appointments of the Board of Education early this month all 
these changes have now been carried out. The particular appointments to the 
Principal posts in the Ministry of Education and in the provinces were made in 
fonsuliaticn with Professor Hamley, and, despite the inevitable compromises, 
may be considered on the whole satisfactory. Unfortunately Sadiq Jaw 
has been given the rank of acting director-general, has proved a disappoint 
Though intelligent, careful and honest, he is obstructive and unduly rigid 
Incks the right temperament to handle his stafl. If, in due course, he can be 
Feplaced by a more suitable incumbent, it will be all to tho good. 

If the new regulation is the visual memorial to Professor Haley s 
labours, it represents but a amall part of what be has dene both and outside 
the Ministry of Education. On the one hand, he hax worked amang those who 
shape policy to secure a reorientation of Iraqi education to adapt it to the needs 
of tho country with special emphasis on rural schools and on technical teaining 
(including especially in agriculture), On the other hand, he has sought by 

vrsonal contact with both teachers and taught to instil a new conception of the 
og ‘and ultimate aims of education, Progress in the former direction will 

‘ovitably be slow of realisation, but the professor leaves behind him a number 
of valuable memoranda, culminating in a" Statement of Policy” drafted for 
the use of the now Board of Education, It is perhaps in infusing # new meaning 
and a new enthusiasm into educ n—a field in which bix talents and 
personality receive their fullest scope—that Professor Hamley has been most 
obviously and xtrikingly successful. He was responsible last. year for the 
Organisation during the holidays af a“ Summer School of Citizenship.” for some 
GN) boys. the actual running of which was wisely left in the hands of the Traqi 
teachers, This wan the most «pectacular of such activitios, but in many other 
‘ways, and not least by his personal concern for the individual, he has ereated the 
conception of an education designed not %0 much to enable the pupil to ac 
parrot-wise the contents of set Lext-books as to fit him or her to take a useful 
‘and decent place in society. In this side of his work f irticularly, as in many 
thor waya, Mra. Hamley has been of great axsiatanice to him, 

7. Professor Hamley ha» had no easy row to hoe Entrenched in_ th 
Ministry of Edncation he found two of the most dangs vin frag, DS 

what, Director-General of Education, and Dr. hil Jamali, Director. 
Genoral ‘of Lnstructio an hobest, anprogresive bivoted Arab 
nationalist w idmiration for German educational methods. the latte 
an ioteli and utterly 
fo, it was not until mid-January last that they we |For nine 
months, therefore, they remained to hamper Profe Hamley's efforts 
Dr, Shawkats frank opposition could be met and beaten down. Dr, Jaumali’s 
more subtle methods of agreeing _ i Hamley to his free _ 
intriguing against him behind his back were less ery to counter, more especially 

Fold the eat of that brainless toper. Tahsin Ai, who soniehow stil hangs on 

» politician wax ever inofe inapproprintely placed, Professor 
a nd memoranda were passed by the minister to Dr. damali for 
‘comment, officials and teachers who showed too mitch disposition to co-operate 
with the Professor found themselves transferred or otherwire unfavourably 
noticed; and in. ‘other directions the malign influence of the doctor made 
itself felt. At times Professor Hamley was near despair, but with encouragement 
from the Prime Minister and myself he struggled on, and eventually Dr. Famali 
was ordered to proceed to Washington as counsellor to the legation there. He 
has, however been granted leave before he starts and my information is that he is 
continuing his campaign against the reforms: outside the ministry he is no 
Jonger 20 dangerous, but his influence, particularly in Shi’ah circles, 1s consider. 
‘able and it will be bo small relief to sce him leave the country, assuming he ever 
oe 11 in pity, if comprehensible, that Profesor Hassle, despite all indoce- 
monts, did not fee! able to stay longer in Iraq. Nevertheless, in the year that he 
fas been here he bas, ander adverse conditions, accomplished muc 
has not spared himself, and T should like here to pay tribute both 
‘Mrs. Hamley for their untiring efforts in the canse of sound educati 
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9. It is too early to appreciate the permanent effect of Professor Hamley 
reforms. The new framework is the solution which, as a technical expert, he has 
devised to meet Traqi conditions; and, as such, it will no donbt prove its worth. 
Yet it will be of little value, if it is not inspired by that spirit which Professor 
Hamley has striven to inenleate : if those who form and execute educational 
policy do not keep before them the high ideals which he has set; if teaching 
relapses into a monotonous burdening of unwilling memories with unwan! 
Knowledge. These are very real dangers, aguinst which I fear the present Acting 
Director-General will fight hot half-heartdly. It therefore becomes the more 
important that we should do all we can—in our own interests, as in those of 
Irag—to ensure that the candle which has been lit shall not be snuffed out. 
We have created many problems for ourselves in difterent lands by confusing 
education with book-learning, by turning ont bad clerks instesd of zood husband 
igruntled —lawyor-politicians inst sand technicians. 
of this type has found all-too-ready acceptance in the Orient 
whorw academic learning has always beon invested with an aura of the near- 
vine and the dignity of labour has been nothing but an iy ‘oxymoron, 
ow, however, for good or evil, contact with the West is dethroning the pandit, 
ul the youth of Iraq, ws the youth of other g for something 
hettor, Aw things have heen, " the democra al by ours 
held little of st not be sup 
the dynamie of the imaginations of thowe 
who wo Ia of " fascist slogans, Professor 
Harley should guide 
youthful aspiratio uctive cha i 
tenance of wuch a aystem we can, and by every means mnst, axsixt—throuzh the 
British teachers in Traqi employ, through the British Council and by all other 
posible help and advice. Tam convinced that in this lies our best hope of sei 
grow up in Traq a responsible body of men. and women alive to and capable of 
directing the destinies of their country, not hostile to ourwelves nor ws 
those extravagant enth is which feed 50 re 
‘with the out-of-date. Ax [have pornted oat in other connexons, we have too long 
hean identified with the obsoarantiat forces here If we are to maintain and 
improve our position, we must win the understanding, the sympathy and the 
aupport of youth, 
10. Lam sending copies of thir despateh to the Minister of State at Cairo 
to the Government of ford, aod to His Majeaty'« Consular Oficers in Trag, 
T have, &e 
KINAHAN CORNWALLIS 





(B 3424/87/31) 


Mr, Eden to Viscount Halifax 
(No. 653.) 
i. Foreign Office, Wth June, 1948 
WHEN the United States Ambassador came to see me this afternoon he 
left with me the attached letter and suggested statement by the United Nations 
Tegarding Palestine. The Ambassador added that his instructions were that 
is Government would have no objection to the “ issuance "" of a joint statement 
wr and concurrent separate statements by His Majesty's Government 
and the United States Government, if His Majesty's Government preferred this. 
2” I said that while I would, of course, consider the United States Govern- 
‘ment's proposal, I did not at first sight believe that it could serve any useful 
irpose. It was true that there was a certain amount of tension in Palestine, 
quite apart from other considerations T was doubtful whether we should do 
any good by drawing attention to it in this way. I noticed that in his coveriny 
Ietier the Ambassador said that “' Zionist political agitation in the United 
‘States and elsewhere has, moreover, already caused alarm and political reactions 
in the Arab countries which in turn result in a still higher pitch of Zionist 
Activity," Certainly this was true. Indeed, it was a matter upon which I had 
thought of approaching the United States Government at an earlier date, but 
it was certainly not one which lay within the competence of His Majesty's 
nt to control 
'3. The Ambassador made no attempt to champion the proposal with any 
Warmth and was clearly not surprised when T showed coldness towards it 


am, &o, 
ANTHONY EDEN, 


Enclosure in No. 7. 
Mr, Winant to Mr. Eden. 


Embassy of the United States of America, 
Dear Mr. Eden, YF Toth June, 19S. 

T HAVE just received a telegram from the Department of State requesting 
‘me to inform you that my Government is deeply concerned over Arab-Jewial 
tension in Palestine. The Department mentions that reliable information 1 
Available to our representatives in Palestine and neighbouring areas, principally 
by British official sources, is to the effect that both Arabs and Jews are well armed 
‘and confident, and that each side is simply awaiting what it considers to be suit, 
ble provocation before resorting to force in furtherance or defence of its supposed 
interests. 

The Department points out that the serious effects which such an eventuality 
Would produce upon the popolation of vast areas vital to, che military effort 

faire. of course, no elaboration. Zionist political agitation in the United States 

‘claewhere has, moreover, already caused alarm and political reactions in the 
Arab countries which, in turn, result in a still higher pitch of Zionist activity. A 
spiral of increasing tension has thas teen crated which fede on itelf and the 

‘Himent’s view, disastrous results might well occur in the immediate future 
Unless tension is abated, It would appear, in any event, that the considerable 
Amount of attention and energy which is being devoted to the Palestine question 
ie causing serious distraction from the war effort. 

Tt appears to my Government, which hopes that the British Government will 
fagree, that the time has come to deal effectively with the situation, The Depart, 
ent suggests to that end the issuance of a statement, which I enclose, designed 
to postpone for the duration of the war a decision on the Palestine question. ‘The 

rement believes the suggested statement is in harmony with declared British 
Policy, and its text has the approval of the President. 

‘The Department points out that the statement has been drafted for issuance 
by the United Nations. It feels there are definite disadvantages as well as 
Advantages in having a statement on this question by all the United Nations, and 
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for this and other obvious and essential reasons it therefore seeks the views of the 
British Government before taking the matter up in any other quarter. 

Among the disadvantages mentioned by the Department are the length of 
time which would be necessary to consult the other United Nations; the possibil 
that one oF more might not feel ia a position to subscribe to this statement; 
the fact that some of them have presumably little interest in the Palestine 
question. A statement by the United Nations would, oo the other hand, have 
great weight a 

‘Taking things all around the Department is prepared to consider whether 
insuance of the atatement (with changes in text to take account of the fact that 
ould not be issued by the United Nations) might not be preferable on the part of 
‘a smaller group of countries, such as Great Britain, S Chi 
n smaller group such as Great Britain, Soviet Russia, China and the 

I would be very grateful to receive the British Government's vi i 
matter for transmission to Washington ranean Sage 

Sincerely, 


JOHN G. WINANT. 


Sub-enclosure. 
Suggested Statement by the United Nations regarding Palestine. 


THE United Nations, having in mind the terms of their declarati if the 
Int Jesaary, 1942s aged ok Stas ean ee el 
international — ire in Lary desirable, in order to promote an informed 
public opinion and ol sation of the issues involved, it is undesirable that special 
Viewpoints should be pressed while the war is in progress to such an Brent 
as to create undue anxiety among United Nations and other friendly Governments 
and peoples, 

In this connexion, the United Nations have taken note of public discussions 
and activities of a political nature relating to Palestine and consider that it 
would be helpful to the war effort if these were to cease, As is the case of other 
territorial problems, it is not, in their view, essential that a settlement of the 
Palestine question be achieved prior to the conclusion of the war. Nevertheless, 
if the interested Arabs and Jews can reach a friendly understanding through 
te cnn see! before ee of bins war, suoh a development would be highly 

losirad| In any cane, no decision altering the basic sitn *alestii 
SRR re aeration wae bas Recta aan ck ato teal 
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CHAPTER IY.—PERSIA. 


A. Miscellaneous. 
[E 2168/80/34) No. 8 
Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Eden.—{Received Aprit V5.) 
HIS Majesty's representative presents his compliments to His Majesty's 
incipal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and bas the honour to transmit 
‘ith copy of a despatch from His Majesty's Consul-General, Tabriz, to 
Tehran, No. 16 of the 1th March, 1943, 
Tehran, March 24, 1943. 


Enclosure in No. 8, 
Consul-General Urquhart to Sir Ry Bullard, 


n abris, March 19, 1943. 

_ 1 AM told that exaggerated rumours are in circulation in Tehran about the 

Situation here. I have the honour, therefore, to submit the following review : 
wart of the winter, has been 


16 Secret) 


With Tehran, The Governor-General complains that he has had 
iidance from the Central Government from the beginning of Febraary, first on 
Account of the political crisis and then because of the storm of the 28rd February, 
Which blew down hundreds of telegraph poles. Only thix week have telegram 
it to come in, but T know from my own reception of your telegeats that they 
Tmutilated, out of sequence and with gaps still to be filled. Now 

Yosday the fines are down again. 

The Governor-General's position is shaky. Not only has he had no support 
from ‘Tehran, but, as he told me to-day with some emotion, the Government has 
sent spies to Tabriz to investigate reports that he has been showing revolutionary 
tendencies, possibly lending himself to plots to separate Azerbaljan from the rest 
Of Persia. ‘According to him, these suspicions are based in part on his attitude 
towards the Left-wing agitators whose recent activity I have reported to you 

Government seems to think that he has encoaraged ther, whereas he chain 

hat, with the Russians on one hand ready to label him Fascist if he uses rep 
tion, and the Government on the other ready to suspect him of Communist 
Agmpatbien if be allows freedom, he bas steered middle cores firmly requiring 
Agitators to keep within the Taw, bot at the same time allowing them dar 
freedom of speech, confident that their talk sbout oe renee ae en a 
from the population of Tabriz (see paragraph 35 of my diary No. 4 o 
This) "The Goverment, he went on, is suspicions of him also because of the 
Action taken against the landlords here That netion has been far less severe or 
tomprehensive than Mr. Vivian would have liked, but, nevertheless, it has alarmed 
the landlords and they have apparently started an agitation in Tehran. ‘Thus, 
While Mr. Vivian, my American colleague, sand T have been reporting. that the 


Governor-General, himself a local landlord, has Kl Ragla d ‘his fellow land- 


lords, they, on the other hand, have apparently accu: of taking the part of 
the riotctasiat ngainel them. The Covernot-General’s defence in that ‘he has 
Again tried to stcer a middle course i sa 

4 The Governor.General’s quarrel with the Chief of the Municipality (see 
Paragraph 45 of my diary No. 5 of 1049), his use of physical violence and his 
Subeequent repentance have weakened his position in the eyes of the people 
Benerally. His quarrel also with ‘Mr. Vivian has lessened respect for anthor 
Fity, Tt as common knowledge in the bazaars that each was recommend 
Tedoval of the other, while all the time vo apparent progress was being, mn 
toward bringing in wheat. As regards the Russians, the Governor-General bas 
Undoubtedly sought their favour, but be has failed to produce wheat and barley 
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for them, and I cannot believe that they now feel grateful to him. Finally, a 
regards the Kurds, he has recently made efforts to coociliate certain of the leaders, 
but in this matter the Russians are against him, and against him too is his own 
record in Western Azerbaijan in the time of Reza Shab. As I have reported in 
my diary, his harshness and exactions are well remembered and the Kurds of 
North. Western Azerbaijan have promised to puta ballet in him should he ventame 
that way. 

5, ‘The Governor-General, therefore, can claim little in the way of achieye- 
ment in is three months of ofc here. He sems, indeed, tobe overwhelmed by iB 
‘complexities and difficulties of his post, to possess an aptitude for intrigue ra 
than for action and leadership. Latterly he has become nervous and presipitate} 
bbut T think it wide of the truth to suggest that he is entirely a tool in Russian 
hands, or that he has thought to separate Azerbaijan from the rest of Persia. 

6. The Russian Attitude—The salient facts at this moment are that— 


(G) The Rosiang ar in immediate need of wheat and barley. 
(0) Their local officials haye the task of getting it, without overtly interferi 
with the local administratio 
the local population. 
(©) They want to secure the grain without incurring blame for any shortage 
of local needs. 
rove the local political adventurers who have been preaching 
food shortage here is caused by Fascist hoarders, bat they 
ust have been disappointed with the reception given to this argument 
(©) They may even, judging by reports from Tehran, have decided to avoid 
blame by trying to pin it-on the British and Americans and 
intensely resent remarks, attributed to Mr. Vivian and the American 
‘Consul, that the situation eantiot be cured unless the contract to supply 
the Ruvmsians is broken, 
(/) They are distrustful of the presence here of Americans in Mr. Vivi 
porition, 
(p) Teay are tn. bitter, reeeotfal mood anyway, mast disappointed by dhele 
recent set-backs on the southern front and ready for a quarrel; more 
cover, itis possible that local Russian officials need sea 
to Moscow their inability to secure grain, and this may help to explai 
their protests to Washingtoo against Mr. Vivian and Mr. Kunibol 


's mission has failed. Probably it 
He took over a department corrupt in 
all its branches, with all its members interested only to cover up their dishonesties 
Without knowledge of the language, he wax in the hands of his interpreters, and 
they broadcast most intimate discussions. Lacking political sense, he failed to 
secure the support of any one of the competing itersts.” He gave wheat and 
barley to the Russians, not enough to satisfy them, but enongh to bring Tabri¢ 
Wits present shortage. He leaves on the 21st instant for Tebran at the suggestion 
of the Russians, who require him to go there to have his permit to reside resewed, 
T shall be aurprised if they allow him to return, Alternatively, I question whether 
he will want to return to a thankless and probably now hopeless task, in view 
‘of the animosities which have developed. 

8. Mr. Kuniholm’s Position.—The Soviet authorities have, for the second 
time, protested against Mr. Kuniholm's utterances Tn fairness to him it should 
bo said that it would have required uncommon discretion and tact to avoid thei 
hostility while loyally supporting Mr. Vivian, Mr. Kuniholm is not discreet of 
tactful, although he is able, well-informed and energetic. He has never concealed 
his distrust of the Russians; he has found satisfaction ia letting it be known that 
he and Mr, Vivian were proposing the removal of the Governor-General: he has 
freely stated his view that the grain contract with the Russians must be broken, 
Mr. Vivian himself has said to me that he suspected him of indiscretion It 
seems that he is leaving with Mr. Vivian on the 21st for good. 

9 The Landlords’ Attitude—The war and the weakness of the Tehran 
Government offered an opportunity to,cwue the monopoly and get high prices 
for wheat The landlords found the ofcials willing to accept bribes, and in the 

Government; 


despite hoarding and the claims 


ts to excuse 


result about one-third of the proper amount was 
then the landlords, having paid their bribes and obtained their receipts, either 


livered 


sold the grain to speculators or buried it themselves. Under Mr. Vivian's 
pressure many landlords here have protested that they did deliver all they under- 
took to deliver to the Government, that they have no wheat wherewith to meet 
the revised demand made on them.’ This is true in many cases; some are known 


2 


to have bought back, at high prices, some of the grain which they sold earlier. 
Others who have grain concealed protest just as londly that they have none. All, 
Whether residing here or in Tehran, unite in clamour lest this threat to their 
Profits should succeed, and they will ‘parade all the familiar bogies—bolshevism, 
Fevolution, separatism—in order to create a diversion. 

10. The Attitude of the General Public—Apart from a demonstration on 
the 17th instant when the doors of the Governorate were broken in, the crowd have 

quiet on the whole. One reason is that many more people thin in normal 
Years seem to have made provision for just this situation, They all protest, of 
four, at the abortage, but there seems to be little danger of such immediate 
Saryation as would ensue in Tehran, provided always that the shortage does not 
Persist too long. 

11 The public knows well that its officials are corrupt, that much wheat 
‘has been hoarded, but that the Russians have received some thousands of tous 
Gf wheat. which would have saved the situation now, had it remained in Persian 

Is 

12. The Future.—What of the next harvest ! Is it to be left to landlords 

hide culators and hoarders! Will the Russians maintain their present 
Prohibition on the movement of grain to the south? Will the Finance Depart. 
Ment be allowed to accept bribes and under-estimate the crops again! 

13. We may perhaps rely on Dr. Millspaugh to prevent the Government 
from abusing our goodwill this year as they did last with schemes which they had 
Bo intention or power to implement. Otherwise we are faced with much the same 
Aet of difficulties as have baffled us hitherto—dishonest officials, hoarders, specu: 

. keen buyers from Iraq and Turkey, paucity of transport, ‘The Germans 

Ray not this year get near enough to Azerbaijan to inspire non-co-aperation in 

siana, but, on the other hand, Rassian needs are sharper than they wore a 
Year ago. 

14. In the matter of wheat we have been playing Martha to the Russian 
Mary, We have toiled for Russia's good, while she sat back and criticised, 1 
fm gind to see signs that we may adopt a more hard-headed attitude; if the 
Russians intend to retain in Axerbaijan, whether for their own purposes or for 
Propaganda, wheat which would normally go from this granary to other parts 
Of the country, then surely thoy must be given to understand that wheat must be 
Imported froin overseas. 

15,” Again, I venture to suguest the necesity to bring to Persia « greater 

of basic goods, such ax sugar, tea, cotton goods. ft seems unlikely that 
w¢ can succeed in securing the crop by compulsion, and that only by 
Persnasion can it he brought into the market. Clearly more money, paper money 
At that, is no sufficient inducement; there must be goods behind the money for 
Which the landlord and the peasant can exchange money. At present the sapply 
is inadequate and there are too many people going abont with 

Is of notes 
‘am right in my impression that the present congestion at the 
Tailway station here ts likely to increase as mote lorries come on the road, and if 
it be true that the Russians cannot produce more rail transport chan they are at 
resent using, then the cass for reducing somewhat the inflow of supplies for 
PRis‘und (0 tsoroasinig the volano of opylioe Yor Ports eevee the stronger 

T have, &e 
R. W. URQUHART. 


(B 2248/80/35) No. 9 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Eden—(Received 19th Aprit) 
(No. 126.) 


& report on 
Tehran, 30th March, 1943, 
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Enclosure in No, 9. 


Consut-General Urquhart to Sir R. Ballard (Tekran), 
@o 17) 
8 Tabriz, 20th March, 1943. 

T HAVE the honour to submit herewith Mr. Viee-Consul Ogden’s report of 
his recent visit to Rezaich. 

2. Mr. Ogden had to endure discomfort in making the journey by rail and 
lake steamer, more particularly at this season, but in my opinion the 
well worth while. T propose that it should be repeated towards the end of 
so that we may this year have the benefit of reliable information about any 
Kurdish raids which niay take place 

3. Mr, Ogden's report reveals a picture only too familiar, The fertile 
garden which stretches along the western shore of Lake Urmia lies open and 
inviting to the hungry mountain Kurds. The Persians want to re-establish thei 

endarme posts and to make them strong; bat the Russians will neither agree to 
the numbers of posts which the Persians want, nor will they allow suificient 
strength of men at the points of which they approve. So these weak groups are 
either chased away or wiped out by the Kurds, who are clearly ax determined 
this year as they were last that the gendarmes shall not again be re-established 
in their midst 

4. The Turkish Consn! appointed to Rezaich bas not yet taken ap his post, 
‘and the vicw:consul remains in charge. ‘That is w pity. He is dangerous, being 
prone to exaggerate and embellish. That will have to be borne in mind if be is 
still'in charge when the raiding season begins. 

5. The Turkish Vieo-Consul ith propaganda may perhaps he ws 
politically innocent as Miss Palmer-Smith’s recently established infant wel 
schome it Reznieh, or our own medical and other relief activities in the British 
zone of occupation. 

6. My final comment ix that the Rossiank seem still to be marking time in 
Western Avorbaijan, working atill to a formula of military precautions. I wee no 
ign of evolution in thoir policy. ‘There is no apparent attenpt to modify ite 
rigidity in face of local development, and no sign of interet from Moscow. 

R. W. URQUHART. 


Sub-Enclosure, 
Memorandum. 


I LEFT Tabriz on the 26th February by train for Rezaich, ‘The train left 
at 11 Ait. and arrived in Shorif Khaneh at 3 rat, after stops of half an hour at 
Sofian and twenty minutes at Ziba. At Sherif Khanch I was invited 
Mr, Sattarzadeli, the head of the Navigation Department, to spend the ti 
the departure of the boat at hix house. Mr, Sattarzadeh, who studied engineer 
{rom 192410 1920 atthe London Polyiecai, speaks yood Raglish and also French 
and Russian. He gave me a considerable amount of information 
boat services on tho lake and of the material under his supervision. 
are act out in an appendix to this memorandum. Sherif Rhaneh 
north-eastern end of Lake Urmia, is a small hamlet separated from the lake by 
a wide stretch of grey slime, which makes the whole area swell like a sewage 
farm, It is also a notoriously bad area for malaria, Tt boasts two doctors, but 
during the summer months a very high proportion, sometimes more than 50 
cent., of the workinen employed in the repair shops are continuously laid up. ‘The 
boat left at 10 rst, and, despite a strong north-westerly blizzard, made a rapid 
crossing, arriving at Gulma Khaneb, the port for Rezaich, shortly after 2 aa 
Fram there the journey was completed in a droshke, arriving at Rezaieh at 

Aa. 

2. On Monday, the Ist March, I paid official calls on the Farmandar, the 
officer commanding the Persian troops, and the Soviet Consul and the Turkish 
Vice.Consul. ‘These visits were returned in the afternoon and the following day. 
I subsequently called on the commandant of gendarmerie, the chief of police, 
and, at his own invitation, on the Assyrian bishop. As a counter-balance to this 


2B 
ast visit I also called on the Mujtahid, the head of the Moslem religious 


sommunity. 
‘3. Food Sitvation—As everywhere else the situation leaves much to be 
desired, Wheat. is short owing to the activities of the Kurds last year and to 
hoarding by land-owners and speculators. In the middle of February the position 
‘ acute that there were fears of rioting, Colonel Mahin, then the Officer 
Commanding Persian Troops, and the Soviet Consul, together visited the bazaars 
and promised an improvement in the bread situation. ‘The following day wheat 
‘was produced and the immediate danger averted, but the Government stocks in 
the town remain very Jow. According to the Farmandar the price of wheat bas 
Fisen in the market during the past twelve months from 200 tomans a ton to 
During the first two weeks of March there was a tendency 
fice to fall, and the current price is about 950 tomans a ton. The 
still maintains that there are no considerable stocks hoarded in 
Rezaich itself, but says that the Kurds undoubtedly have large stores remaining 
after their pillaging of last year, even taking into account the quantities they 
snuggled into Iraq. They are now sending occasional small quantities. in 
Rezaich to be sold at the present high market prices. The prices of other food. 
stufls are gencrally the same as in Tabriz, exceptions being exgs, which, are 
16 shahis each as against 20 in Tabriz, and chickens, which are 15 0 20 rials as 
Against 30 10 40, é 
‘The first attempts at rationing proved a lamentable failure. Sugar wak to 
be rationed from December and ration cards were issued. It was then discovered 
that the number of people to draw rations greatly exceeded the population of 
Rezaieh, Corrupt minot officials had, for a consideration, been adding imaginary 


bly being worthy’ of 
y there were complaints 
‘Assyrian commu 

preferential treatment. ‘There is nothing new in this and it ik not serious, 
Mihough it is certainly true. The Farmandar has promised Father Franssen, of 
the Catbolic Mission, that he will supply cheap broad to all necessitous Christian 
families of all denominations aceording to a list to be drawn up by 

Father Franssen and vouched for by him. 2 

‘t Hoarding---The antv-hoarding laws, and particularly the clause by which 
those who denonitce hoarders are entitled to a reward equal {0 20 por cent, of 
the hoarded grain, bave not been publicised in Rezaich, The Assyrian bishop 
thinks that if the law were known many would come forward with informs 
fand lange stocks, hidden in, the countryside, would be revealed. He th 
however that it would be uselese if the information had to be revealed to T's 
Government officials. 

SB "Spriag, Sowings—These are everywhere in the Rezaich area above the 
average and, with the heavy snowfall this winter, should produce bumper harvests, 
Forty tons of rice seedlings promised by the Persian Government axe anxiously 

Jed. This Tice at present at Miaveh, should, with the belp being given by 


Brtich mil ary convoys to transport it to Tabriz, get to Rezaich in time for 
However, 


rvest prospects will, depend to a very great extent on the 


sation, 


it, 80 Hl K 
ng them. Becatise thinge went well in the 
ed 
































Caucasns for the Russians, the Kurds have tieen naturally strongly pro-Russiam. 
But if the Germans had succeeded in breaking through the Caucasus to. Persia, 1 
am sure the Russians would have found their own arms turned against them 

the same Kurds, who would have seen vistas of reat plunder opened to them. 

fowever, haying made these overtures to the Kurds the Russians now 
themselves saddied with a rather tiresome and embarrassing friend. 
M. Maximoff, the Soviet Consul in Rezaieh, seems to appreciate the necessity 
for settled conditions in Westers Azertaijan and the production this year of the 
highest posstle quantity of food-stalls. "He has on several occasions helped the 
Persian authorities to keep the Kurds in order, and there is iittle doubt that 
tthe moral effect on the Kurds of M. Maximoff's associating himself with the 
Persians is very great. ‘Though the Russians have obviously no intention of 
miving the Persians a free hand (which may be the reason why they have acquired 
the reputation of being the '* protectors” of the Kurds), I do not think that t 
are doing other than discourage the Kurds from causing trouble. The Turki 
Vice-Consul in Rezaieh thinks otherwise, and spoke darkly of the activities 
of two Kurdish-speaking Russians, whose names, he said, were Yusofov 
Jafaroy, and who are, according to him, constantly out amongst the Kurds. He 
added that he doubted whether the Soviet Consul himself was kept properly 
informed of their doings Whilst the possibility of the Russians having some 
dark plot up their sleeves cannot be completely disregarded, it seems at least 

ually protable that these agents are no more sinister than our own political 
officers in Traqi Kurdistan, and that their task is to keep the Russian author 
informed as to what the Kurds are up to. However, the Russians also have their 
fair share of suspicions against us as is shown by their action in arresting & 
peaceful Kurdish inhabitant of Rezaieh, one Mehmet Sadiq by name, and 
expelling him from the Russian-oceupied ‘zone. ‘The suspicion that he was 
**Brivigh agent” wems to ave derived from the fact that eis the son of al 
Iraqi Kurd, is well-educated and, amongst his accomplishments, counts a good 
knowledge of English. 

"The Turkish Vico-Consul is still very exercised over the continued raids by 
armed Kurds across the Turkish frontier. He says that one of the Turki 
Governors in the frontier zone bas written to him to say that the people are 
rapidly losing patience and that, unless the raids stop, there ix danger that they 

‘get out of hand and start retaliatory raids into Persian territory. He (the 

ice-consul) is not concerned with the fate of the Kurd: arly with 
the offect of such raids on the relations between Turkey and Pe the i 
afraid that, if armed bands of Turks do cross the fron ly 
‘eotne into conflict with Soviet troops, a happening to be He 
told me, finally, that the Turkish forces on the frontier are to be considerably 
strongthened in the spring. It is to be hoped that the Russians are told of any 
such move and the reasons which have made it necessary, or they will almost 
certainly suspect some ulterior motive. During the Intest raid ‘into. Turkish 
territory the Kurds got away with more than 1,000 sheep. The Russians have 
recovered some 200 of them and handed them over to the Turkish Vice-Consul, 


ranging for the repatriation, when 
ish families, comprising about 
eighty persons in all, who have been in Azerbaijan for many years, but who now 
are reluctant to return to their villages for fear of the Kurds. I feel that the 
‘Turkish Vice-Consul is inclined to over-emphasise the gravity of the local 


‘uation, but I think, in fairness to him, that it must be admitted that anyone 
living in Rezaieh for any length of time will inevitably tend to view affairs of 
parochial interest as of international importance. Nashant Bey is certainly an 
‘energetic (person, and I was told by an outside observer that when the former 
Turkish Consul was in Rezaieh he was the ‘wagon’ and Nashaat Bey the 
** Locomotin He certainly bullies the Farmandar, as I myself wit | but 

s nowhere by such tactics. He despises the Persians for their corruptness and 

ilatoriness, and told me that after the war there will have to be a return to 
‘apitulations, [imagine that this is only his persoval opinion, and I hope he has 
not expressed himself so freely to his Soviet colleague Tt was Nasitaat Bey who 
told me the story, which he said he had had at first hand, of a Persian officer who 
was in command of a defence line during the Russian advance into Western 
Azerbaijan. The line consisted of two parallel trenches. the second some 
‘considerable distance behind the first. ‘The officer charges his men 10 rials for 


a 


places in the second trench. When the Russians arrived the officer was, af course 
Well on the way to Tehran. He obviously has all the makings of a general. 

_ Apart from the problem of Kurdish incursions into Turkey, there were two 
incidents of importance which occurred daring my stay in Rezaich, On the 
2st February a clash occurred between gendarmes and Ibrahim Bek Shikak’s 
Kurds, when the gendarmes were arubushed on the main Sbahpar-Rezaich road at 
& point where the mountains come down almost to Lake Urmia. Three 
gendarmes and three Kurds were killed. Colonel Mahin, the Commanding Officer 
Persian Forces in Rezaieh, and the Soviet Consul went together to see fbrahim 
Beg Shikak, who professed complete ignorance of the aflair. Nothing further 
has been done, but the participation of the Russian Consul at the interview is 
generally regarded as having been sufficient to give Ibrahim Beg an unpleasant 
Shock. The history of this incident goes back much further. Some time ago a 
eertain Zero, an Iraqi Herki of no importance, came over to Persia and occupied 
the village of Kukiya, belonging to Colonel Afshar. a Persian officer, 1i0w 
believed to be in Tehran, Zero ingratinted himself with the Russians and was 
allowed to remain, He then brought over some of his tribe from Iraq and 
Aissumed the title of “Beg.” No Persian gendarmerie. post. was established in 
his area, where he ruled like alittle king, Tbrahim Bag. Shika had also bon free 
Gf gendarmes and there had been no band robbery in his little dotain, 
When, therefore, the Persians wished to establish « past in his area—inciden- 
tally merely a sort of half-way house, as their (wo mearest posts were 100. far 
Apart Tbrahim Bog had a fit of jealousy and decided that he was not going. to be 
treated less favourably than the upstart Zero, Immediately, minor robberies 
‘occurred on the road where, before the arrival of the gendarmes, perfect peace 
and security had existed. This culminated in the serious clash on the 
21st February. 

‘The second incident occurred on Sunday, the 6th March, when Kurds and 
Amyrians of Nazlu village (the Assyrians of this area have a very bad name ¢ 

their co-religionists) together attacked a newly established gendameric 
held only by two gendarmes. The head of the village is a certain Hassan 
Hinati, a notorious bad-hat, and the leader of the attacking gang was his nephew, 
Of the two gendarmes, one was wounded and the other surrendered. ‘The Kurds 
‘were about to leave the wounded man in the snow when he protested and said that 
it was their duty to take care of their prisoners; whereupon they put him up 
against a wall and shot him in cold blood, A relief force of gendarmerie was 
driven back by the Kurds and lost two men. On the 7th March the officer 
‘cotutanding the Persian troops in Rezaieh, accompanied by the chief of the 
{gendarmerie the Soviet Cons and several Roman offers. went to, Natl 
eral Kurds were arrested but subsequently released. ‘The Soviet Consul is said 
old then that they have got to have the gendarmerie post whether they 
ike it or not and that any further disturbances will be severely dealt with, ‘The 
is now said to be ** normal.” 

In the mountains to the south-west of Rezaich Nuri Beg still rules the roost. 
Recently the Persians wished to establish a gendarmerie post in Ushnuabad, but 
Nuri Beg sent some of his armed Kurds down to prevent it and, without blood 
shed, was successful, and the project has been shelved. Nuri Beg is also said to 
have three Armenians working for him at his headquarters in Anbi village, 
manufacturing cartridges and grenades, 

‘Another incident, without political importance, occurred a few weeks ago in 
the village of Babarud, where a young Armenian of bad repute started a 
collection amongst Armenians for a tank for the Soviet army! At one house he 
refused 16 tomans and demanded 20 as a minimum, Whilst he was insulting the 
‘owner of the house the latter's son arrived and tried to drive the collector away 
with the help of a pitchfork; wherenpon the Armenian pulled out a revolver and 
shot the son dead. He then made off into the mountains. The Russian Consul is 
reported to have given orders that the murderer is to be caught and brought to 

ice. 

Jitiy resume, the general opinion is that the Kurds will not repeat their 
depredations of last year if the Russians show that they will not stand for it, As 
the Russians in the person of M. Maximoff, have recently been showing a firmer 
front towards the Kurds, there is less apprehension than might otherwise have 
been evoked by the clashes between the Kurds and the Persian gendarmerie. But, 
looking further ahead, the Christian community in Rezaich fears that, if the 
Russians ever leave the area before the Persians are sulficiently strong to ensure 
public security, the Kurds, turning the tables on history, will “come down like 
the wolf on the fold.”” 









































‘The only original suggestion which I heard as a way out of the present 
impasse came from Commandant Kemal, the Chief of the Persian gendarmerie. 
He said that the best solution would be for the present Anglo-Russo-Persian 
treaty to be scrapped and for Persia to declare war on the Axis, thus becoming a 
active instead of a passive ally. The Russians, he thought, could then have no 
objection to the Persian army in Western Azerbaijan being stren; 
sulliciently to be able to deal with the Kurds. He added that many Persian army 
officers were of his opinion, This may be true, bat if so I suspect that it is the 
success of the Russian offensive and a desire to be on the right side of the fence 
that hns brought about this change of heart. ‘The Russians might be expected to 
receive such a suggestion 1 little coldly. 

7. Propaganda.—Our propaganda is extremely popular. I took with me a 
large sack of material for our agent in Rezaieh, whole consignment was 
sold out within twenty-foor hours, Russian propaganda does not appear to 
exist, ‘The Russians seem to approve of our objective propaganda, but to be & 
tte bit Jenlous, perhaps because they have not themselves got an organisation 
equally efficient. We need to walk warily and, above all, to keep the Russians 
‘well informed of what we do and of what we intend to do in this sphere. I told 
the Soviet Consul about our cinema van, and said I hoped it would be comit 
to Western Azerbaijan in the spring. He professed it to be a good idea, a 
Said he had asked for the same thang, but that he had only teen able to xet the oan 
of a singlo military cinema van for one brief tour (this was presumably the van 
which borrowed several of our nows-reels). 

Whilst the Russians seem to be doing nothing in the way of propaganda, T 
wax rathor surprised to find that the Turkish Vice-Consul is going in for it in 
quito a large way. We are doing it as a war-time necessity, and the Russians 
‘would be equally entitled to pat their point of view on the subject of the evils 
of the Nazi and Fascist régimes; bat the Turks, as neutenls, have not the same 
legitimate exenes and T fete that Nushaat Bey + en n may get him into 
dilticalties with both the Persians and the Russians latest idea is to send 
sots of coloured diagrams explaining how to combat malarin, tuberculosis, &e., all 
in Turkish, to the local hospital and to local doctors. Th no doubt a very 
UAE nee for, mh, struction, but, coming. from the ‘Turkish Consnlae, it 


ely to be sadly misinterpreted by ihe Persians and, which is more important 


by the Russians 

8, Local Politics —The situation in Rezaich appears to be neither better 
not worse since the departure of the Ustandar. The bringing of Rezaieh under 
the control of the Ustandar in Tabriz has been met with complete indifference 
amongst the population. The only remark T heard on the subject was to the 
effect that there was now one less to dip into the till. Meanwhile, Dr. Marzoban, 
who returned to Tehran in December in the official ear, has not so far sent the 
car back to Rezaich, with the result that the Farmandar has to do without. 

‘The Rezaich Municipality is extremely slack. The roads are in an appalling 
state and there are uo signs of any improvements anywhere. The taxes appear 
to go to keeping a few minor officials in idleness. The head of the municipality 
isa certain Huswin Mustasbari rich landowner, who was formerly the head of 
the Public Instruction Department. He deserted his post during the Russian 
‘occupation and now spends his time smoking opium. 

the present Director of Public Instruction, M. Muayzi, bas caused a certain 
amount of resentment amongst the fathers of Rezaich on account of his habit of 
running after the pupils of the girls’ schools. Tt is rumoured that he 1s shortly 
going to be replaced as director by the Farmandar’s son. 

9. Persian Avmy—The commanding officer, Colonel Main, whose tact and 
sweoir faire have enabled him to get on with everybody, not excluding the Kurds, 
hhas been transferred, and he left Rezaieh whilst I was there, His departure ix 
regretted by all, and fears have been expressed that his successor, Colonel Beylari 
Beg, will riot wield the same soothing influence. ‘This remains to be seen, but 
the new commanding officer does not give the impression of being as energetic 
nor as diplomatic as Colonel Mahin, Colonel Beylari Beg has just been trans- 
ferred from Khoi and is not pleased with the move. He speaks French and is 
Personally agreeable, The junior Persian ofcers have not acquired much of 
reputation. “They are corrupt and insolent. According to Father Franssen, this 
is fire recruited from the secondary schools and are nearly always 
the boys. who haye been too lazy oF who are mentally incapable of passing their 
examinations, The officers and n.cos. are responsible for the lack of any real 
‘esprit de corpe in the local garrison, 
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10. Soviet Army—1 found everywhere the highest praise for Soviet 
discipline—frequently followed by comparisons extremely derogatory to the 
an army. There is, however, no sigh of uny attempt to fraternise with the 
Bearealabitiuite, ur <to'the ovis oicace apcoarta Kavelauy cntac’with 
Persian or foreign officials 
F. ©. OGDEN. 
British Contulate General, Tabriz: 


Appendix. - 
Rail and Boat Sercice between Tabriz and Reznich 


Tabriz-Reaaieh 


Rail—Depart Tabriz, Tuesdays and Fridays, 11 at, arrive Sherif Khanch 
3 rw 


Bout —Depart Sherif Khaneh, ‘Tuesdays and Fridays, 5 rat), arrive 
ezaich 6 AM. 


Resaich-Tabriz. 


Boat-—Depart Guima Khaneh, Sundays and Thursdays, $ rat, arrive 
‘Sherif Khaneh 0 


Roil—Depart Sherif Khaneh, Mondays and Fridays, 6 rat, arrive 
Tabriz, 11 10 


‘The above times for the lake crossings are approximate, ar the tinno taken 
may vary between four-and-a-half and nine hours according to whether the tu 
used is farge or small, 

‘The boat service on Lake Urmia is run with barges which are towed by tugs, 
‘The Navigation Department of the Persian railways bus its offices and workshops 
M Sherif ‘Khaneh and tho preset director has recently started a small brews 
foundry in the workshops which enables many jobs to be done on the spot which 
previously had to be seut in to Tabriz. The Lake service 1s run by six tugs, all 
PreGreat War. There are two large tugs (the PaAleei and the Shahpur), each 
of 220 h.p,, three medium tugs of $0 h.p., and one small tug of 8 hp, ‘There 
are eight large flat-bottomed barges each eapable of carrying same 150 passengers. 
Accommodation on the barges is very dirty and primitive and is not suitable for 
Europeans, especially in winter, when it is not possible to remain on deck in the 
open, If either of the two large tugs is making the journey it ix sometimes 
Bombe to arrange to have the use of «single ama cabin behind the wheelhouse 
on t 
Until the Rassian onupation there was, a weekly round-the-lake service 
connecting up with Maraghch and Mahabad, ‘This service has been discontinued 

the Russians and the only service now operating: for vivilian. traific is the 
bi-weekly service between Sherif Khaneh and Gulma Khaneh (fur Reznieh), The 
Rasians very fequently use the boats for military trafic between Sherif Rhaueh 
‘and Shabpar. 

For a period of ten years the level of the lake fell regularly, probably an the 
result of earthquake action, with the result that the jetty at Sherif Khanch had 
to be length Tits present length is 1.200 metres.” The main jetty is of earth 
and will carry a train. The extension is of wood and is equipped with hand- 
trolleys on rails for the transport of heavy goods to the boats. ‘There are 10 
eranes 
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Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Eden —(Received 2th April, 1943.) 


(No. 121), 

Sir, Tehran, 26th March. 1943. 
WITH reference to my despatch No. 160, enclosing ihe Annual Political 

Report for 1941, of the 26th May, 1942, I have the honour to transmit to you 

herewith a brief review of the principal events of 1942 so far as they affected our 

relations with Persi 
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2 Lam indebted to Mr. Hankey for the body of the report, but valuable 
contributions have been made by Mr. Holman, Mr. Squire, Major-General Fraser, 
itary Attaché, Mr. Trott, Oriental Secretary and Mr. Cmberbatch 
“Tam sending a copy of this despatch and its enclosure to His Majesty 
Minister of State at Cairo and to His Excellency the Viceroy of In 
RW. BULLARD, 


Enclosure in No. 10, 
Report on Political Events of 1942. 


The Treaty of Altiance. 
THE Anglo Soviet Persian Treaty of Alliance was signed on the 
‘after a lengthy debate in the Majlis and endless attempts at 
procrastination and amendment by the Deputies and the Persian Government 
2. For convenience of reference the following very brief summary of the 
treaty may be given here. Great Britain and the (SSR, jointly and severally 
undertook (article T) "to respect the territorial integrity, the sovereignty and the 
political independence of Persia,”” and (article TI (1)) “to defend Persia by all 
Means at their command from all aggression.”” . . . Persia undertook (article ITT 
(2) (@)) to co-operate with the Allied Powers in every way possible in order that 
they may be able to fulfil this undertaking; and (by article III (2) (0) ) to give the 
Allies, for certain military purposes, the "‘ unrestricted right to use, maintain, 
guard and, in case of military neceasity, control. all the means of communi: 
Cation throughout Persia; to assist in obtaining material and recruiting labour. 
and to establish a censorship. = 
3 Article IV (1) stated that the Allied Powers could maintain on Persian 
territory land, sen and air forces, bat it was specifically stated that their presenee 
did not constitute a military occupation, and would disturb as little as possible 
the administration and economic life of Persia. 
4. Under article V, the Allied forces were to be withdrawn from Persian 


ry not later than six months after all hostilities between the Allied Powers 
many and her Associates had ceased. 
Under article VIL the Allied Powers undertook jointly “ to use their best 
sto safeguard the economic existence of the Persian people agninat the 


privations and difficulties” resulting from the war. 

6. Tis aafe to say that both sides were disappointed with the carrying out 
of the treaty, ‘The Persian Government showed no realisation of shipping and 
economic difficulties in the rest of the world, and tried repeatedly to interpret 
article VII as binding the Allies to supply huge quantities of lorries, motot 
tyres, spare parte, cereals and other commodities. The Alllies, on their part 
hhad to complain that they met with very little co-operation from the Persian 
Government and authorities, who made practically no effort to meet the grave 
internal dificalties resulting from the war, and demanded the Allies” assistance 
‘at every turn, On numerous occasions the Allies were unable to get even their 
most essential military requirements without the application of the strongest 
diplomatic pressure anid, once or twice. a virtual threat of force. 

7. Allied defeats in the South Pacific in the spring and in Africa in the 
summer contributed to this state of affairs, bot it was all too obvious that pro- 
Crastination and obstruction, even to the most reasonable demands, are second 
nature to the Persian and are unlikely to be abolished by any treaty 


Anglo-Persian Relations 

8. As will be seen from subsequent paragraphs, the war forced His 
Majesty’s Legation and the British Military Authorities to interest themselyes 
closely in almost every sphere of Persian administration, owing to the necessity 
for developing and protecting Persia's means of communication to bring supplies 
to Russia, and_also owing to the compelling need for swving shipping space. No 
less than 4,006 miles of road were built, or repaired and maintained by British 
eagineers all over Persia; no fewer thah twenty-nine modern aerodromes, many 
with cement runways, were constructed or were under construction; a lange road 
transport organisation was built up by the United Kingdom Commercial Corpora- 

and a constant stream of modern lorries poured across the desolate of 
Persia carrying arms and supplies to Russia. ‘The Trane-Iranian Railway was 
taken over hy the Allies: North of Tehran it was under Russian, South of 


eT) 


lunder British control. ‘The tonnage carried on the railway was increased beyond 
Tecognition; a new hranch-line was built, connecting Khorramsbahr and Ahwaz 
and to the port of Tanouma. The military authorities employed on roads and 
‘erodromes alone about 70.000 Persian labourers and thus became one of the 
largest employers of Iabour in the whole country. The need for protecting these 
lines of cotamunication led us into some queer fields; we were forved to take an 
interest in tribal policy to secure peace in districts adjoining vital roads and 
railways; we were obliged to interfere frequently and radically in the local 
‘administration which often showed itself incapable of facing war problems; we 
Were obliged to ask for special security measures to be taken by the Persian 
Government to deal with suspects. 

9. The compelling need to save shipping also forced us into a considerable 
degree of interference in local affairs. How this led us into largely controlling 
Toad transport in Persia and into exercising a considerable influence on Persian 
agricalture, and how a Combined Supplies Committee was set up by which the 
foreign trade of Persia was virtually’ planned and controlled by Foglnh and 
American experts working under the Middle East Supply Centre in Cairo, will be 
‘sen from the following paragraphs 

le our inluence in Persia grew enormously as the year proceeded, it 
that our popularity grow with it. After the Allied defeats in the 
Far East and South Pacific. in Africa and in South Russia. during the spring and 
summer, it was natural that many Persians should hesitate to throw in their lot 
with us, or identify themselves with the Allied cause, The Allied victories in 
Africa and still more in Russia in the autumn largely convinced Persians, how. 
fever, that the Allies would win the war. But there was another reason for our 
lack’ of success with the Persian public. The measures we had to urge on the 
Persian Government were not, for the most part, popular ones, ral 
clames of landowners and merchants found ut opposed. to their hoarding. and 
speculation, and objected to the necessary measures of rationalisation and control, 
especially of transport and of food and other commodities, which were essential 
if Persia was to face the problems of the times successfully. The mass af the 
Persian people, who should have benefitted by these measures, either wore too 
‘apathetic to care, or only blamed us for the gross corruption and inefficiency which 
characterised their application. For years it has been the practice to blame the 
British for all Persian troubles and shortcomings. We were blamed by the public 
for all Reza Shah’s extortions; for all the food and transport shartages, - Did the 
British supply food to Tehran from the British zone even to the extent of some 
local shortages there? ‘That was their fault. Did the Russians refuse to supply 
‘wheat to Tebran! ‘The man in the bazaar merely whispered how much better 
conditions were in the Russian zon 
This attitude of the Persian people presents a problem of which our 
extensive and many-sided propaganda, started all over Persia during the year 
the Public Relations Bureau of this legation, has so far only been able to touel 
the fringe—I doubt whether any economic concessions which it was in our power 
to make would have made any difference to it, and although we shall do out very 
best to undermine it, I fear we must expect it to persist and to colour Persian 
licy to some extent for years to come. Meanwhile, the corrupt upper «laxs, 
‘while it still criticises us, will still come to us for protection against bolshevism, 
of which it lives in terror—and small wonder, seeing how ruthlessly it exploits the 


People. 

12. Only a relatively short time has elapsed, however, since we and the 
Russians jointly invaded Persian territory. ‘The’ problems which have since 
assailed Persia would have brought difficulties in any country, however well 
organised, and we cannot be surprised that they have dismayed the Persian people 
and affected Anglo-Persian relations adversely. There was a time when we 
tused to wonder whether in the end we might not have to take over the country and 
ran it ourselves, superhuman as the task would have been, We have, however, 
succeeded in establishing a series of Persian Governments which have carried 
out the Treaty of Alliance for the most part, and have done most of what we had 
to ask, and at the end of the year Qawam-es-Sultanch even made a clear declara- 
tion of his Government's support for the Allied cause, thus giving a much-needed 
ead to the Persian people. In retrospect, I think that, in spite of our high hopes, 
we should have been lucky, in the conditions which obtain in this chaotic country, 
if we had got much more than we actually did get, Fundamentally, we have 10 
demands to make on Persia, and our interest is to see Persia strong and indepen- 
dent and friendly. This is the fundamental truth that we have, somehow, to make 
the Persian people believe. 



































18. Visits by a number of important British personalities during the year 
helped to impress the Persian Goverament and keep their spirits up daring. the 
dlifheult tines ofthe summer. His Royal Highness the Duke of Gloucester visited 
Tehran in May. Me. Winston Churchill, accompanied by many leading military 
and air personalities, passed through Telran on his way to and from Moscow im 
August, Both visits were outstanding suecesses. Mr. R. G. Casey, Minister of 
State in Cairo, visited Tehran in October and was able to take stock of the most 
difficult and complicated food and. financial problems in person ‘ 

14. Mr. RC, Harris, British Vice-Consul at Isfahan, Dr- Grifiths and his 
son were murdered by tribesmen while on tour in the Dorud area on the 
Srd August. We did not feel that the Persian Government could be held. fully 
responsible, as the area was an unruly one where the Persian Government's writ 
had never run, and we, therefore, did not present a claim for compensation. We, 
however, demanded the infliction of a fine on the tribe responsible, the appre- 
hension of the murderers and the removal of Colonel! Ferouhar and (subsequently) 

jeneral Tajbakhsh, the Persian army officers most closely concerned, for their 
effectiveness in recovering the bodies and directing the enquiries. Colonel 
thar was suspected of worse than ineffectiveness and, indeed, there is some 
reason to believe that the murder was not entirely free from the influence of enemy 
agents, Tajbakhsh and Ferouhar were removed after much delay, but the Persian 
Government replied, as regards the apprehension of the murderers, that the whole 
tribe hd dinppeared into the mountains. Local enquiries were still in progres 
at the end of the year. rf 

15, British soldiers were brought to Tehran to ensure protection of British 
interests during the Tehran riots of the 7th aud Sth December. Their arrival had 
fan excellent effect. Unfortunately, thrve men were killed when the Persian army 
opened fire on a crowd in which their trick had brokes down, At our request 
the Persian Government agreed to pay £500 compensation to the family of each 
of them, ‘The Russian Embasay was informed in advance of the arrival of our 
troops, but no Russian troops were bronght to Tebran 


British Military Interests 

16. The tasks of the Commander-in-chief, Persia and Iraq area, may be 
summarised as being, firstly to ensure the security ofthe ol installations in South 
Persia, and, secondly, to assist the carrying of supplies to Russia across Porsia in 
every way possible 

17. ‘The oilfields and refineries, particularly at Abadan, have a peculiar 
importance for the war both in Africa and in India, since it was the only large- 
scale source of oll supply within the reach of the Middle East. 

18, Special security measures were taken at Abadan, and at the end of the 
year His Majesty's Legation arranged for a special military governor tobe 
appointed in Abadan Island, with powers to control persons entering and leaving 
the area, He was to be assisted by a British adviser. At the same time, the pay 
of the police, which is so low that they are usually quite unreliable, was to be 
supplemented by giving them food rations. Arrangements were also being made 
at the end of the year for fire-fighting training by British subjects to be made 
compulsory in the oil industry area. 

19, ‘There were no serious incidents with British troops in Persia, though 
a mumber of claims were made by the Persian Government for persons being 
run over by lorries, &c. Much trouble occurred over the frontier and police 
control of lorries operating on behalf of the miltitary authorities, especially 
Persian lorries working under contract. In December, it was arranged that 
British detachments should be posted on the frontier on the main roads to prevent 
snuggling in such lorries, and the Persian Government gave instructions to 
the customs and police posts to refrain from stopping lorries which carried a 
certificate endorsed by the military check-posts to the effect that they were car 
ing military goods. ~ It is that this arrangement will eliminate further 
dithculties, 

20. Some difficulty was also caused by military purchases of commodities 
‘The Persians had, for instance, for years past export toes and the British 
military authorities were anxious to buy 10,000 tons. Persian Government, 
however, procrastinated about giving the necessary permits. Most of the 
quantity was bought by the military authorities and exported from Persia with- 
Gut permits, the only alternative being to use shipping to bring potatoes from 


eee. Much difficulty was alto made over a request by the British military 
authorities to take over, as an urgent operational necessity, in view of the 
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“pproach of the Germans to the Caucasus, certain telegraph lines between ‘Tehran 


P) 
Baghdad, and between Malayer and Andimesik. ‘The request, made in 
September, was based on article IIT @) (#) of the ‘Tripartite ‘Treaty. In 
fovember the lines were taken over by the British military authorities ior the 
Operation of special apparatus, although the necessary perinission had not been 
given. “Only a mild protest was made by the Persian Government 
22. Same difficulty also arose with the Russian authorities over Calel 
Murgheh aerodrome near Tehiran. Although the R.A.F. had installed speci 
direction-finding apparatus and were building an enormous ruaiway there, the 
tussians established their troops at the aerodrome and made difficulties about 
the RAF. personnel using their apparatus. They made it clear that they 
intended to take it over etitirely. After long negotiations, an agreement was 
Come to on the 30th June between the R.A.F. and the Soviet authorities as regards 
the use of all the aerodromes in the Tehran area. It was agreed that the 
let Air Force would have administrative control of the Calehmurgheh 
aerodrome and the Royal Air Force of the aerodromes at Doshan-Tappeh and 
Mehrabad. All aerodromes were to be used by both parties, No further 
difficulties arose about the R.A-F. using Calehmargheh 
23. Special arrangements had to be made for the RAR. to take over 
Mebratad aerodrome, which was the last aerodrome in the Tehran area in the full 
Possession of the Persian Air Force, The R.A-F., who had specially close relations 
With the Persian Air Force, arranged special facilities to assist their transfer to 
ee aud Kerman, Mebrabad was taken over by the R.A.F. towards the end 
‘year. 
4. We were 
Persin, 


ny any preparations tht were mado. 
Russians, who were unwilling to admi 


r Year arrangements were being made for 
Persian officers to train in A.RLP. in Egypt and requestx by the Persinn Govern 
eat for transport and equipment for ARP. purpeses were under consideration, 


Relations with India. 


25, Relations with India were uneventful throughout the year, 4 
Nokkundi railway was extended to Zahidan and a supply route to Russia an 
China was opened via Meshed for goods brought from India. ‘Trade between 
Tndia and Persia was thus affected even on the land ronte by the over-riding need 
fo rend the maximum possible supplies to Russia, rn 

26. There was some correspondence with the Persian Government. about 
communications with Bahrain, which is only mentioned ax it showed that the 
Persian Government maintained their territorial claim to the island. 

27. An incident occurred at Khorramshahr, on the 20th December, when 


tho quarters of a number of Indian employees of the A.1.O,C. were looted by a 
Persian crowd. 


Rupture of Relations with Japan and the April Crisis, 
Pere po, Site of the signature of the treaty, the situation of the Allies in 
‘ersia continued to be most unsatisfactory in the early part of the year. Our 
ature on many important questions remained uaiet and enemy propaganda 
‘ontinned to flourish up and down the country. Many of the difficulties which 
Wwe experienced were traceable to the activities of the Japanese Legation, who 
ere, actively distributing enemy propaganda and also money. among. the 
‘ersians. The rupture of relations between Persia and Japan accordingly 
athe one of our primary objectives on which in every other sphere 
Seemed to depend. “The Anglo-Soviet-Persian Treaty could not be quoted in 
Support of our representations to the Persian Government owing to the fact 
that Japan was still in diplomatic relations with Russia. Tt was, however, 
‘urged upon the Persian Government that the closing of the Japanese Legation 
























































could. reasonably be expected as an earnest of goodwill amongst Allies; that it 
‘would not harm Persian interests in Japan, or Japanese interests in Persi 
both. of which, to all practical intents and purposes, were non-existent; that the 
continued presence of the Japanese Legation here could serve no useful purpose 
as all bag and cypher communication facilities bad been denied them and that 
the Japanese Legation was, in fact, nothing more than a centre from which 
military intelligence reports were sent to the enemy (they were known to have a 
secret wireless transmitter) 

29, In spite of long and repeated representations, begun early in February, 
no progress could be achieved with this question for about two months. It was 
necessary to use every possible form of inducement and pressure. The United 
States Government wero persuaded to make the grant of lease-lend facilities for 
the Persian Government and the provision of expert advisers dependent on the 
rupture of relations with Japan. The Soviet Government agreed to inform. the 
Persian Government that they had. no objection to their breaking off relations 
with Japan. His Majesty's Legation communicated to the Persian authorities 


evidence collected from secret and other sourves to prove that the J 
Legation were indulging in undiplomatic and subversive activities; finally, the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, and Prime Minister and the Shab himself were 
egorical terms that the situation would seriously deteriorate unless 
ian were given. 


Every conceivable prevarication was indulged in by the Persian Govern- 
ment to borg the Japanese Legation, which they ‘prommably yarded as their 
ast policy of reinsurance with the Axis Powers. The patience of His Majesty's 
Government in the United Kingdom was eventually exhausted. In the middle of 
April the Soviet Government. was informed that we had decided to concentrate 
troops outside Tehran and to occupy the capital if necessary and enforce the 
closing of the Japanese Legation, 

‘1. Tt-was arranged that Sir Reader Bullard would then demand an 
immediate addieuce with the Shah and insist on the rupture of relations with 
Japan. The Soviet Ambassador. was told that, if British forces were eventually 
obliged to occupy ‘Tehran, and if the situation should so develop as to render 
other mennires eessary, the Soviet Government might wish to be associated it 
the cowupation of the capital. His Majesty's Government would welcome such & 
decixion, ‘The Persian Government, however, sensing, no doubt, that His 
Majesty's Government had made np their minds to take forceful action, finally 

fave up the unequal struggle, and on the 12th April instructed the Japanese 
Sinister to leave Persia with his staff in one week. Eventually the Legation left 
Tehran on the 23rd. Apri 

42. Meanwhile, there existed other acute causes for dissatisfaction with the 
Persian Government: (a) Te wus proving increasingly difficult to obtain slice 
rial currency in exchange for sterling to finance the expenditure of the British 
military authorities on road, rail and aerodrome developments in Persia, The 
Mtatutory limit of the note issne had been reached, and the Persian Government 
‘were unwilling or anable to persuade the Majlis to increase it. Yet clearly the 
work of developing communications with Rusia had to proceed (8) no fective 
measures hnd boot taken ty the Persian Government to xtop Axis propaganda 
‘or even to make it illegal; (c) for weeks His Majesty's Legation hi 
demanding, without success, the internment of the six most. notorious. Persian 
Bro-Axis Dropagandiste. It appeared to His Majesty's Minister desirable to 
Clear the air by insisting at once that all these eminently reasonable desiderata 
should be met and should be included in representations to the Shah, backed by 
the threat of force, and that, if possible, similar action should be taken by the 
Rossians, Tt. was decided that His Majesty's Minister should seek the audience 
with the Shah, but that, if satisfaction had been obtained over the departure of 
the Japanese Legation by then, less drastic representations should be made. 

‘39. The audience eventually took place on the 22nd April. It was apparent 
that the movement of Russian and British troops which had taken place and the 
‘warnings which had previously been delivered had been reported to His Majesty. 
who was evidently aware of the possibility of strongest action by His Majesty's 
Government, The Shah expressed the keenest desire for the settlement of the 
currency question (the subsequent negotiations led eventually to the signature of 
the Anglo Persian Financial Agreement on the 26th May, which met our needs 
fay 9 far as the purchase of ale was copceraed), Further, asthe reat of 
repeated and insistent representations, a proclamation, making enemy pro 
{gga had been issued and published in the press that very moraine. Sintiartys 
‘satrofaction had also been given the same day over the arrest of most of the six 
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Axis supporters; it was, therefore, unnecessary for His Majesty's Minister to 
ter any det threat rage aophieypene 

384. This crisis cleared the air, and for some weeks we secured many of oui 
Aesiderata without great difficulty, thongh we continued to have ranch trouble 
ver Axis supporters and sympathisers. 


Security questions. 

Throughout the year the question of the rounding up of Persian 
Fifth-Cohunnists and potential datiger to” Britiah 
interests and security he legation ax otie of supreme 

t tion with the Foreign Office, a list of seven. prominent 
Persian pro-Axis supporters against whom sufficient evi 
: was submitted, at the end of February, to the Persian G 
With the request that these suspects should be detained under Persia 
Supervision in Eastern Persia. In spite of the necessary assurances from the 
sian Government, it was soon learned that three of the suspects were stl] at 
in view of this clear demonstration of bad faith, His Majesty's Legation 
Eissanded the immediate arrest ef wix of the aspects and thelt delivery t0 the 
British military authorities for safe kee ‘As the seventh suspect, Atabai, 
Was a brother-in-law of the Shah, it was thought desirable that he should simply 
fe detained in Fastern Persia under police wupervision. After considerable 
itation, five of the suspects were handed over ut the end of April for detention 
&t Kermanshah, the sixth, Vaziri by name, escaped from Persian police 
Supervision and, despite constant representations, was still at large at the end of 
‘year, It wae not until the middle of July,’ when a fresh recrudescence of 
Axis activity broke ont, that a further list of eighteen suspects was handed to 
ths Prime Minisver with a requeat for Ubcir arrest aud delivery to the Tritish 
Military authorities. The Prime Minister handed over a small number of 
Germaiss and Persian muxpeots already in the hands of the Persian police and 
Agreed that he would deliver to His Mujesty's Legation eleven of the ighteen 
Mixpects, but M. Soheily fell from office before nction could be taken 
35. Tn view of the difficulties of the past, it was decided, when Quwatn-cs 
Sultaneh became Prito Minister, to try to eatablish an agreed procedure to 
obviate our having to haggle for each suspect or group of kuxpeots. Accordingly, 
& now lint of forty-five names was drawn op, consisting entirely of tamer of 
Frsos implicated in the evidence given by Germans or Persidn ly in 
ritish custody, Tt was communicated to the Pritne Minister, who was prompt 
to secure the arrest of noarly all the persons on the list, but held out for 
detention of the Persian nationals at Tehran, Aftor the failure of an appeal 
by the Prime Minister 1 to London, an agreement was finally oc ‘out 
Whereby auspects should be detained at Sultanabad and not sent to Ahwar oF 
elewhere and the Persian auth the interrogation 
tre haa warked 
we were faced 
throughout the negotiations owing to the Inck of support from the United Stat 
ted Soviet representatives 
36, In the interests of security, propnsalé were subtnitted in November to 
the Foreign Office by His Majesty's Leg: ton in agreement with General Wilion 
for the arrest of General Zahidi, Colonel Ferouhar, M, Nobakht and General 
upal on general grounds of persistent and dangerous Hostility to the Allied 
‘ause. In view of their importance it was clear that it would be futile to request 
the Persian authorities to effect their arrest, and it was, therefore, suggested 
that the British military anthorities shodld take the necessary measures 
welves. It was finally agreed hy all concerned that we should ‘concentrate 
first on General Zabridi, as being the niost dangerous of the four persons concerned, 
And defer action against the others, in order to see first the effect produced by 
arrest of General Zahidi, All necessary measures were accordingly 
faken by the British military and General Zahidi was arrested without 
the use of force in his house at Isfahan on the 6th December and immediately 
Temoved from the country. As the arrest coincided with the it 
Passed almost unnoticed. Both the Shah and the Prime Minister mentioned 
the matter to His Majesty's Miniter and secmed rather aggrieved that they bad 
heen warned of our intentions in advance, ‘The Shah expressed the vi 
that, if he had heen told. he would at once have had General Zahidi arrested, 
sy were both informed in reply that any previons notification would have 
very awkward for the Persian Government and that it was accordingly 
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thought better that the British military authorities should take full responsibility. 
As regards the other three suspects, no decision had been taken before the end of 
the year. 


Supply of Pood-stuff. 

87. Since the upheaval of August 1941 no effort had been made to collect 
any appreciable amount of the Goverment share of the 1941 wheat crop, which 
was required for the feeding of the towns, and early in the year it became 
apparent that the equitable distribution of ‘the wheat available in the country 

ind of that imported from abroad was beyond the power of the Persian Goyerti- 
Consular officers were therefore directed to include the supervision 6 
tribution in so far as it might he possible within the scope of theit 
ties; but by April it was realised that if further imports were to be a 
far more drastic intervention on our part would be required. The Government 
‘were urged both verbally and in writing to take timely steps to secure their full 
share of the coming harvest by all means in their power, includ ing raising, the 
price from the previous low level of &8 a ton, and announcing the new price 
{in good time, ‘They were clearly informed that until this bad been done they could 
expect no help in the way of shipments of wheat from abroad. ‘The advice fell 
‘on deaf ears, and it was not until July, when the harvest in the south was already 
kathored, that aya result of continued pressure from the legation, an avera 
price of 1.200 rials (about £12) a ton was wt last announced. By this time U 
black market. price had already risen considerably beyond this figure and the 
concession war too late 
onier further to stinulate the Porxinn Government to activity. 
especially in the provinces, where their authority was weak, the consular liaisoa 
aficees’ schewe waa introdoced by which British ofiers,torrowed mainly in the 
first instance from the army and subsequently from Burma, were posted to the 
principal districts, not only to ascertain the real extent of the surplus on which 
tho Government should be required to lay its hand, but also to do what they 
could to keep the local officials up to their work. The scheme met with varying 
success in the different provinces. In Khuzistan it was a complete failure 
had to be abandoned owing to the refnsal of the Government even to try and cope 
with the situation, and in Kermanshah it has mot with little success; but in other 
areas it haa been of real use, stimulating the lazy and encouraging the timoros 
to do their duty, 

30. Numerous representations by His Majesty's Minister led to the passing 
of two anti+hoarding laws during the spring and summer. the second of whi 
virtually. gave the Government full powers to deal with hoarders, But by no 
amount of roprentations did we ever succeed in getting eflctive action taken 
‘against hoarders. ‘The Government. was unwilling either to force landowners to 
well at the official price or to. pay them the price they demanded. Nor was any 
effective action taken by the Persian Government to prevent smuggling into Iraq. 
Regardless of the difficult shipping situation, they requested the sending of large 
supple of corals and made representations both in London and in Washington 
‘on the subject. 

40, Successive changes in government made the observance and enforcement 
of any settled food policy an impossibility, and little progress was made in this 
direction ont the arrival of Me. Sheridan, the American adviser to the Ministry 
‘of Food, at the end of S 


undaunted, 
but with perhaps more energy than discretion. He more than doubled theofficial 
ice offered for wheat without taking any steps to provide the funds or the 


i 
Rdministentive: machinery for payment. of the 


new price; transferred and 
dismissed officials right and left, only to find that the new men on whom he relied 
were little improvement on the old, and embarked on all sorts of experiments, 
few of which were carried through." ‘The result was continued chaos and, though 
by feverish efforts at the last minute, the capital was kept supplied with bread, 
Me. Sheridan never succeeded in securing more than three or four days! reserve 
in the silo. 

41. Extensive demands made on the Persian Government by the Russians 
for food-stufls, including 5,000 tons of wheat, 15,000 tons of barley and 30,000 tans 
of rice, did ot help matters, and in the late autumn the prospect became so bad 
that His Majesty's Government and the United States Government er bad 
to promise to import into Persia, as soon as possible, 25,000 tons of wheat 0 


Teplace what the Russians were purchasing. The greatest difficulty was caused 
by the fact that the Russians were apparently not prepared to allow wheat to 
sent to the capital from Azerbaijan and Khorassan, which were the obvious 
Sources of supply, though the Soviet Ambassador in London stated that his 
rament had given permission for 95,000 tons of wheat to be sent, This made 
ficult or impessible to plan Tehran's wheat supply in advance, and furnished 
the Persian authorities with an admirable excuse 


& surplus from anothe 
Undertook. so far as possible, to ensure that the means of transport at the disposal 
of the Persian Government were sufficient, if put to the best possible use, for the 
Proper distribution of these cereals 

43. ‘The Soviet Government were invited to participate in the, Food 
Agreement, but replied that, in view of their own food difficulties, they did not 
Propone to do 10. : 

44. Unfortunately, delivery of even the first. consignment of the promised 
25.000 tons of wheat had to wait in shipments from North American ports and, 
When the bread supply of Tehran failed completely in the first week of December, 

situation. was only saved by advancing flour from British. army stocks 
Altogether 1,500 tons of flour were made available to the Persian Govornment in 

is way aud further supplies of coreals were forthcoming in the form of #000 
tons of Traqi barley. . 

45, In order to increase the production of wheat and barley in Khuzistan, 
one of the main deficit areas, and to ensire a measure of long-term improvement 
in the general food situation, negotiations were set on foot in the course of tbe 
‘uummer to acquire for Hix Majesty's Government of for British organisation 
Under Allied auspices the lose of certain Persian State farms at, Hamidieh and 
Abudasht, to. the north-west of Ahwaz, which, although fertile, were then 
“xploited 'to little or no purpose by an organisation known at the Khuzistan 

cultural Society. These negotiations failed, but the Persian Government 

consent to the soviety being managed by a British director. The services of 
Lieut.-Colonel_E.. W. C. Noel were obtained from Indin; he was given a froe 

id 0 run these farms, subject only to the financial control of the Domaink 
Department of the Persian Ministry of Finances. Five hundred tons of wheat seed 
Were imported from India on Joan from the British army and the first year's 
trop is expected to amount to some 3,500 tons. For the second year it is hoped 
{o sow some 2,000 tons and the project should eventually provide a considerable 
Proportion of the wheat requirements of Khnzistan. 

«46. Meanwhile, everything possible is being done to increase the area sown 
in 1943. It has boon agreed with the Persian Ministry of Agriculture that local 
committees shall be setup with the co-operation of local British. and Persian 
vernment officials and the principal landowners to investigate every possibility 
of coping with these and other problems. A systematic study, by regions, will be 
made af seed requirements in order to arrange, if necessary, for imports of seed 
fn good time for the spring sowing. 
_ 47. In retrospect it may be said that while we were disappointed at the 
ineffectiveness of the Persian Government in facing their food problem, our 
efforts were not entirely wasted. We shall have imported for the year 1942-43 
oly about half what we had to import for the year 1941-42 and of the half, 
20,000 is to replace the 5,000 tons of wheat and 19,000 tons of harley which the 
Persian Government undertook to supply to the Soviet authorities. This result 
is attributable to the unremitting efforts of Mr. Sheridan, of this legation and of 
‘consular liaison officers 
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Commercial and Economic Questions 
48. Persia was profoundly affected by the Timitation of sea-borne imports 

owing to the war and, at the same time we were anxious tb ensure that proper 

uuse was made of local supplies and resources so as to save shipping space and 

Mo reserve the northward Tift oa the roads and on the Trans Iranian Railway 

jor supplies going to Russ 

aU) Ta Maths Persia was" inched anving: the coabtries covered: Byam 
activities of the Middle East Supply Centre, and a Combined Supplies Committee 
Was set up in Tehran, comprising British and American representatives, to deal 
with all problems relating to civil supplies, At the request of this committag, 

fersian Government introduced an import licensing system in July, as & 

result of which imports became gradually confined only to essential goods. About 

26,000 tons ef ote were licensed for import from the begining of this control 

ntil the end of the year. Shipping recommendations and information relating 

to essential imports are sent to the Middle Bast Supply Ceatre in that 

Persia’ current and future needs may be co-ordinated with Middle ast Supply 
planning for all the countries of the Middle East under its cont 

riod. also, investigntions were carried out under the supervision 

ned Supplies Committee into means of saving shipping by the 

dovelopment of Persian industries and natural resources in order to supply as 
much of Persin’s needs as possible at hotne. For this reason and to make avail 

supplies of material in world short supply, the local production of the following 

has beott increased : copper, lead, chromium, ntim: bur, borax, sodium 

componnds, refractory materials, manganese ore, alam and coal 

494, The Combined Supplies Committee ix now the supervising committee 

of n number of sub-committees specialining in specific problems or commodity 
roups. At the end of the year the latter comprised an Agricultural Advisory 
itteo, an Import Control Committee, a Mining and Chemical Developmenit 
ties and a Medical Advisory Committee. Ali thes are co-operating 
actively with the Persian authorities concerned and reporting and making 
reootnthondations to the Combined Supplies Committee 

50, ‘Transport questions provided much material for controversy throughout 
the year: Reza Shah having largely succeeded in abolishing the camel, Persia 
is dopsndent on motor transport for the disteibation of numerous commodities 
especially food-stufls, on which the economic existence of the country depends 
Tmports of lorries and tyres were, however, drantically ut down in view of 
Allied war needs and, in addition, the United Kingdom Commercial Corporation 
‘nd the Russian Transport organisation contracted a considerable number of 
Persian lorries to carry supplies to Russia. Unfortunatly, the Persian Govert 
moult wore reluctant to take effective weps to ratioualing their road transport 
system, During the summer the U.K.C.C. endeavoured to effect a certaié 
rationalisation of it, but the Persian Governmont enlisted American sym hy 
by complaining of attempts at a monopoly ly. much combined Alli 
Prowure was exerted: it ended in the formation of a Road Transport Board, 
With Porsian, British, American and Russian partici which has beet 
working for the last two mouths Tt has instituted a control of road transport, 
particularly of lorry transport Tt controle the activities of the Persian Goverl 
‘ment Road Transport Department (the head of which is Mr. C. Birkle, formerl 
head of the Transport Department of the U.K-C.C. in Persia). ‘The department 
which in & section of the Ministry of Supply, had built up, by the end of the 
Your. a fleot of contracted vehicles which were being used for the transport of 
wheat, oil, rice and other commodities exeentinl to the civil life of the country: 
‘Tho resources at the disposal of the Board and the Persian Government are, 
however, greatly below their minimum requirements; even the carriage of 
food-etifts Jeaves much to be desired, and other urgent needs, such as transport £0 
the campaign against lacoste for the Khuristan wheat cultivation scheme, &, 
ate in danger of being starved. 

51, ‘The Persian Government demanded the importation of large quantities 
of motor transport during the year, and in the autumn it was agreed to supply 
them with fifty lorries a month out of civil allocations to the Middle East. is 
Majesty's Government in the United Kingdom and the United States Govern- 
ment accepted a limited obligation to supply essential quantities of motor 
transport to Persia under the Food Agreement signed on the 4th December in 
‘Tehran (see in this connexion the section on the supply of food stuffs) 

32. ‘Timber supplies for the British army. including railway sheepers, which 


come mainly from the Russian-occupied zone, have been obtained only with great 
difhieulty, owing to the mass of formalities with which the Persian Government 
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Surrounded the issue of permits and the execution of their forestry regulations 
and to the constant squeezing of the contractors working for the British army by 
local racketeers. Strong action has had to be taken to oblain co-operation {rami 

Persian Government, aud the situation bas not been made easier by the refusal 
6f the Russians to lend assistance. ‘The position is still by no means satisfactory. 

53. The efforts of this legation and other British organisations to increase 
Sconomic activity in Persia have been consistently retarded and obstructed by the 

of energy and co-operation of the Persians, particularly of Government 
Servants. Before the recent Allied victories this was due to a great extent to pro: 
Axis sympathies; but after these successes the norinal inertia of the people of 
is country has become the chief obstacle to progress. This can be countered 
eflectively only by introducing more and more Allied advisers and experts of 
different kinds. 

54 Financial questions caused much anxiety throughout the year, A full 
Teport on our financial relations with Persia during the year 1942 was sent to you 
Under cover of my despatch No. 91, dated the 9th March, 1943, and no detailed 
Mocount is therefore given of them here 

55. The handling of the food supply problems and of economic and financial 
Problems generally was rendered much more difficult by the chaotic parliamentary 
And governmental system with its division of responsibility and kaleidoscopic 
shanges 
Unternat Political Situation 

56. ‘The 13th Majlis continued to sit throughoat the year without being 
dissolved, in spite of the questionable basis of the 1941 elections, in which all the 
€andidates were merely the nominees of Reza Shah. Apart from that fundamental 
flaw, tho Majlis, on several occasions throughout the year, showed little desire 
ither vo let the Government carry out reasonable reforms, such as the anti 

ling measures, or to co-operate with the Allies. However, the desire of mont 
6f the foreign legations, of the Shah and of the Prime Minister to see the 
ructive assembly dissolved never came to fruition; at the last moment of & 
Crisis it was always found either that the Russians would not quite commit 
wolves, or that the Prime Minister could not summon up cron cours to 
lake the decisive step of announcing a dissolution, or that the Majlis passed the 
Measure in question and then lay back and patted themeelves on the back for that 
Proof of loyalty and friendliness tothe Allies 

57, Before summarising the principal events of the year in the political 
aphere, two general tendencies may be recorded, The first was a tendency. to 
Fefer all matters of delicacy and importanos to weret sessions of the Majlis, 
‘Sstonsibly in order to test the feoling of the Majlis in the matter, oF to enable the 
Government to put their point of view before the Majlis Deputios in circu. 
ances which gave more lntitnde for frank expressions of opinion than in public 
sessions. This tendency was first noticed in Foroughi’s Cabinet; a secret soasion 
n the 3rd March was the beginning of the downfall of that Cabinet and the rise 
Of Soheily. Similarly, such important questions as the Currency. Bills and the 
expulsion of the Japanese Legation were first debated in secret sessions, ‘The fact 

{announcements in the press revealed most of the proceedings of these secret 
Yemsions did not prevent Prime Ministers from frequently resorting to the 
Expedient; in fact. Soheily hoped. in vain, that by that meanis be could bend the 

lis to his will on all controversial matters 

38. ‘The second eneral tendency is the increase in the personal power of the 
Shah. Guided by self-seeking courtiers secure from public criticism, the young 
Shah, thronghout the year, gradually but steadily took a more direct interest in 
Current affairs. Not only did he assume the powers and authority of an executive 
head of the army, but he cultivated relations with certain Deputies of the Majlis, 
Subsidised certain newspapers, and did his best to secure the resignation of 
Qawam-es-Saltaneh during the ical times of the riots of the Sth w 
Sth December, 1942, in spite of the direct advice to the contrary of His Majesty's 
Minister. He criticised the conduct of the highly respected Foroughi as Minister 
of Court, and wax thought to have brought about the fall of Soheily's Cabinet in 
duly by Fefasing the support of the army in the event of popular disorders, Tt 
Was perhaps inevitable that at times when the Government of the country was in 
@ state of chaos the Shah should wish to influence it, bot, his interventions were 
Sot always and it gave rise to fears that he might cherish absolatist 
Ambitions like his father. The Shah’s attitude to the Allies was, however, most 
friendly throughout the year, and there were indications that he would have liked 
Persia to enter the war on the Allied side. 
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59. It will be convenient to describe the Cabinet changes and the Majlis 
developments under three heads 


(1) Foroughi’s Cabinet, which fell in March 

(2) Soheily’s, which lasted till July; and 

(8) Quwam-es-Saltaneh's, which began in Angust and was still in power 
at the end of the year. 


0.—(1) The most important business of Foroughi’s Cabinet was the passiig 
of the Tripartite Treaty. The first reading passed the Majlis early im 
January and the scond reading, after a great deal of argument, on the 
26th January, and siguature took place three days later. Other matters dealt 
with by the Majlis were: A Bill authorising the payment of increased pensions 
to the dependants of Persian soldiers killed in the fighting of the previous 
August: a Bill preventing hoarding and profiteering: a Bill regulating the 
disposal of the lands of the ex-Shah.” Early in February, however, criticisms 
he Cabinet began to appear in the press and in the Majlis, partly owing 19 
dissatisfaction with the Government's methods of dealing with economic and 
Administrative problems, and partly owing to intrigues on behalf of rival candi 
dates for ministerial rank. four possitile candidates for the post of Prime 
Minister were Tagizadeh, Tadayyun, Qawam-es-Saltaneh (Ahmed Qawam), and 
Seyyid Zia. Apart from that,”the Minister of the Interior, Marshal Amit 
Ahinedi, came in for most of the criticism. 


Minister of Agriculture, and Fi 
Telegraphx. ‘The new Prime Minis 
of good intentions : observance of exi 
laws were to be revised 


~ Parsons of the upper classes took 
in a considerable stock of flour and other forastulle against 
5. course of action which sent prices up further still and ade 
c k in the following spring more difficult. ‘The Majlis passed 
«8 Bill against hoarding ou the 18th March, and regulations arising therefrom 
were published in May. ‘Three major issues then came into prominence : the 
closing of the Japanese Legation, the arrest of certain Axis agents whos 
Activities we had discovered, and currency questions, especially the supply of notes 
t to tide over the increased demand caused by inflated prices and the 
Alcs’ war expenditure. The device of w secret session was used to square the 
Majlis about the Japanese, vague promises were given us about the Axis agents, 
and the currency question was temporarily solved by the issue of 700 million new 
notes. ‘The Government then attempted to solve the food problem by oben 
full powers to deal with problems of food distribution, by acquiring’ and distri 
bhuting food themselves. A Bill amending the existing conscription law was 
brought before the Majlis, but was eventually returned by the Majlis for revisiou. 
Mubatnmed Sa’ed Maraghat returned from Russia to be Minister. for Prey 
Affairs on the 23rd June, and, to the surprise of most observers, Mehdi Far 
was appointed Minister of the Interior on the 2nd July. Oppenition to Schell 
was by this time growing apace: Tadayyun and Qawam-ee-Sultanch were very 


active in opposition, ugly stories of the Prime Minister's venality and nepotism 
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ere circulating, and the Adalat party, led by Dashti and Farajollah Babramy, 
did their best to unseat Sobeily and replace him by Qawam-es-Saltaneh. Serious 
jons were at this time taking place between His Majesty's Minister 
‘and the Soviet atout the advisability of dissolving the Majlis altogether, but the 
‘Ambassador finally expressed the opinion that. the moment was not 
Spportune. The Sobeily Government finally resigned on the 30th July, and three 
days later the Majlis voted for Qawam-es Saltanch 
62—(3) Qawam-es-Saltaneh started well by taking a firm line with the 
Press: he appeared to have more authority and courage than either of his two 
Immediate predecessors: and he was evidently anxious to work with the Alliex 
and remain in office. His programme was short = he stood for the observance of 
treaties, for internal security, and for ensuring the supply of food and 
medicines for the whole nation. His Cabinet contained two elder statesinen 
Without portfolio in an advisory capacity, Hakim-ul-Mulk and Mustashar-ed. 
uch: Sa'ed remained at the Ministry for Foreign Affairs, Arudi and Hajhir 
AL their respective posts. Finance was left vacant, pending an answor from Taqi 
Zadeh, in Louion= ‘Kasernj had. the Ministry of the Interior till the 
22nd ‘August, when be took over the Ministry of Finance, Javad Ameri 
tecoming Minister of the Interior. Dr. Siassi was, Minister of Education : 
Hamid Sayyah, Minister of Posts and Telegraphs; Baba-ul-Mulk, Minister of 
Justice; Dr. Amin-ul-Mulk, Minister of Health; and Adi remained at the 
Ministry of Agriculture. The new Prime Minister himself took over the difficult 
Post of Minister of War, thereby involving himself in a dispute with the Chief 
f the General Staff and with the Shah himelf, which developed into a struggle 
for control of the Ministry and finally led to Qawam's downfall. ‘The new 
Prime Minister showed a helpful and firm attitude in the question of the banding 
or of certain suspects wham be bad ressn to telieve were supporters af the 
Axis, and he finally talked the Majlis into having them transferred to Sultanabad 
for detailed interrogation by a mixed body of investigators. A Bill, increasing 
ill further the note issue, was passed on the 12th September, just avoiding, 
the nick of time, a major financial crisis. These issues were, however, ouly setiled 
to onr moderate satisfaction after the Prime Minister had heen squarely informed 
that wo should judge the sincerity of his Government by the way In which it dealt 
th these questions, aud after a direct warning also to the Shab, Subsequently, 
‘declaration of support for the Allies was made, Inspectors were appointed in 
order to remedy and prevent abuses and irregularities by Government officials, 
‘and broadcasts by Qawam about the Government's resolve to govern energetically 
in co-oporation with the Allies were well received. At the end of September 
Quwam appointed Farrukh as Minister of Food: an unfortunate appointment 
4s the new Minister was scatter-brained and temperamental. Majlis opposition 
“obliged the Prime Minister to withdraw the Conscription Bill for further study; 
and the resignation of the Chief of the General Stafl, Morteza Yazdan-Panuh, 
although not accepted, was a further mark of the growing dissatisfaction with 
Which Qawam had to contend. It must be confessed that certain appointmonta 
made by Qawam were most unwise and exposed him to acchsations of favouritism 
‘and nepotism; Kazemi soon resigned, after behaving most disloyally to his chief; 
Soaring prices exacerbated popular discontent, and. the latent fear of the 
Deputies that the Prime Minister might dissolve the Majlis altogether inclined 
them to oppose the Government in various ways In November the Prime 
Minister, not without justification, came to the conclusion that it would be 
sppropriate to ask the Majlis to give him full powers to cope with the very 
Weal situation. This proposal evoked the mo Wolent oppniion. from the 


ay 
a 

Majlis, who seemed to see in it a scheme to make Qawam an uncontrolled dictator 
who would be able to dissolve the Majlis and manage the next election as it best 
Suited him. At a stormy secret session on the 19th November the Majlis showed 
determined and violent opposition to the Prime Minister, although they declared 


themselves in favour of the Allies aud ready to provide them with whatever 
earrency they needed. The dispute between Qawaim and the Shah was brought 
to a climax by an outbreak of looting and rioting in the streets of Tehran on the 
8th and 9th December; the Shah behaved unwisely, and did his best to order the 
Prime Minister to resign. in spite of having agreed with His Majesty's Minister 
that he was to stay in office, ‘The firm stand taken by Qawam during this crisis 
created a very good impression on this legation, but it was not long before 
Quovam' efforts to please the Deputies cansed him new diffculties, and at the end 
of the year the harassed head of the Goverment, was endeavouring to find new 
members for his Cabinet who might be acceptable both to the Shah and the 
ties. 
[28155] p4 
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63. Generally speaking, the successive Persian Governments showed them 
selves weak, vacillating, corrupt and quite unable to cope unaided with the 
difficult tasks of the times. It was impossible to get them to consider any serious 
measures. to protect the people against war-time hardship or against the 
exploitation by the landlords and merchants. Taking a long view it seems almost 
impossible that the present state of affairs can continue indefinitely, and many 
people, including the Shah, according to some indications, consider that a mote 
radical type of Government will have to be found if revolutionary tendencies are 
to be avoided. But the people of Persia are ill-informed, politically unconscious 
and appear to be almost infinitely long-suffering. 












Persian Army, 





ion to fratricidal warfare. 
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‘67. A new scheme has now been prepared by General Ridley of the United 
States army, who atrived in Tehran in October, nominally as adviser to the 
Var Office, but he is in fact the 





ay ad allowates to offers to au extent tat wl ase hoes at leat pole 
increase of nearly 100 per cent. in the army budget will he required tot pay 
this upprecented coedition - cilanntammia ss 
8, Motor transport is essentinl to the successful operation of General 
Ridley’s scheme. The almost complete lack of transport has served as ready 
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excuse for the inactivity of the Persian forces during the past year. Two 
hundred lorries are understood to haye been despatched from America at the 
Tequest of General Ridley. He is optimistic that, given suitable equipment, the 

army can, with American guidance, be transformed into a force capable 
‘of being of value to the Allies, at least in the preservation of order and protection 
of the lines of communication. This mast depend on there being an adequate 
number of American officers and on their being given some degree of authority. 
For this there is both opposition and support within the army. ‘The Shah wavers 
between the hope that American advisers might produce large quantities of 
equipment and his fear that American officers with authority might tend to 
strengthen the control of the Cabinet over the army and limit his own direct 
control. It is believed that this question has not yet been fully discussed 
between General Ridley and the Persian Government 














Gendarme 
_ 69. Since its separation from the Ministry for War in September 1941 and 
its return to the Ministry of the Interior, the gendarmerie has suffered all the 
misfortunes of orphanage. Its administration has been neglected and in its 
rations it has not often had that support from the army which was the essence 
Of its effectiveness in the time of Reza Shah. It is grossly underpaid, its detach- 
‘ments are badly housed and almost unfed except for what they can beg or steal 
jnently, its numbers and its morale are low, The miserable conditions 
offered attract few volunteer recruits and its numbers are maintained only. by 
drafting to it unwilling conscripts from the army, Owing to its almost complete 
of transport and means of communication its effectiveness in protesting 
communications is very limited. The arrival of three American officers as 
advisers has done very little to a the state of affairs, They have blinded 
themselves to the urgent needs of the immediate present by fixing their eyes on a 
beautiful but quite impractical, ideal organisation, which would only” be 
Justified if the army were to be abolished. Given the support of the army the task 
Tequired from the gendarmerie is not heavy. What ix immediately required is an 
improvement in the conditions of service and some means of mobility and 
communication, 








Persian Air Force. 

70. The strength of the Imperial Persian air force at the end of 1942 wax 
2.012 olficers, n.co.s and enlisted men, The flying personnel consisted of 54 officer 
Pilots, 85 sergeant pilots, 07 officer observers, There were 201 aircraft held on 
charge, of which 123° were serviceable and. 78. unserviceable. Of the 
serviceable aircraft, forty-two machines were of traisier type and the remainder 
either obsolete or obsolescent. The lack of modern aircraft, the shortage of fuel, 
‘oil and spare parts, and the limited number of aerodromes’ and landing grounds 
left to the Persian air force rule it out of consideration as a fighting force. After 
the British and Russian air forces had occupied the permanent stations, work- 

‘and aerodromes considered necessary for their possible future operations, 
and Polish refugees had been quartered in certain training establishments, the 
accommodation available for the Persian air force was very limited. The offe 
made by the Air Officer Commanding, Iraq and Persia, in return for the handit 
over of Mehrabad aerodrome, near Tehran, to erect hangars at British expense al 

sfalian, whither one regiment of the Persian air force had been sent, was well 
received and did something to soothe ruffled feelings, but even when these 
hangers have been erected the Persian air force will still suffer considerable incon- 
‘Yenience from lack of cover for their aircraft. Tn spite of this, relations between 
he Royal Air Fore and the Persian airforce have ben remarkably good. This 
is due largely to the personality of the late air attaché, Group Captain R. R. 
Greenlay, and to the obvious desire of the air force authorities to co-operate 1s 
far as the demands of their own operational requirements allowed. Assistance, 
though limited in scope, is being given in flying training and in instruction in 
mmeteorolagy, Gond, relations have been established at the aireraft factory at 
Doshan Tappeh, where the Persian staff and workmen work happily under 
AF. supervision. ‘The factory has been fully occupied on major repairs to 
aircraft, both Persian and British, and the manufacture of spare parts for the 
RAF. 


Tribal Policy. 


71, The tribal situation in Persia gave much cause for anxiety at the 
beginning of the year. Reza Shah bad committed many injustices against 
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ding personalities among the tribes, and his ruthlessness and) centralising. 
policy, and suppression of any form of local autonomy bad created great 
discontent, but at least he had preserved order. The Persian Government 
appeared unfortunately too weak and vacillating either to remedy the injustices 
oor to keep the tribes effectively in order. Early in the year there were a number 
of local minor disorders, and it was feared that if they spread, they might affect 
‘our lines of communications. In Gach Saran, in the oil area, for instance, 
the situation was so serious that a battalion of British troops had to be sent to 
preserve order. The Persian army, on whom the duty of preserving internal 
security falls, seemed only just, if at all, capable of dealing with the general 
situation. It was greatly demoralised ‘after the defeat of 1941, and so 
lacking in transport that no operations against the tribes could be whdertaken 
on any considerable scale. Feeling in the army was, at the same time, not 
friendly to the Allies and we could not have full confidence in its attitude in all 
circumstances. In these conditions some concession to tribal feeling seemed 
evential Aw te result of strong pressure by His Majesty's Minister 
Minister mado a declaration on the 31st March before the Majlis, stating that the 
Traninn Government was firmly resolved to compensate tribal individuals for 
genuine injustices and announced the formation of a commission to investigate 
and rectify injustices without delay. ‘The declaration concluded by repeating 
the Government's intention to preserve order and internal security, 
commission was in due course vet up, and if the Minister of Justice in Qawam-es- 
Saltaneh's Cabinet has been ns helpful as his predecessor, many cases would have 
heen settled. His Majesty's Legation co-operated with the Ministry of Justice 
in facilitating land claims and other complaints by tribal leaders during the year. 
A brief outline of events in the principal tribal areas ix given in the succeeding, 
parageaphs 
Bakhtiari. 

72, ‘The incipiont dissidence on the part of Abul Qasim Khan early in the 
‘your was autisfuctorily settled in May, when be submitted to the Persian Govern- 
iment,” Subnequently, General Zahidi, the General Offcer Conmanding Persian 
troops of the Infahan area, nominated Abul Qasim Khan and another Bakhtiari 
chief to be official representative of the Persian army in Chabar-Mabal. ‘This 
‘arrangement proved most unsatisfactory as the khans held up food supplies for 


Abul Qasim Khan ceased to enjoy the bl ig of the loeal authorit and at the 
cau of the year, the appointment of regular military governor for the 
Bakhtiari war under consideration. 
73. The grievances of the principal Bakhtiari khans were really three-fold, 
‘They wanted to be allowed to repurchase their oil shares, to recover the lands 
tnken from them by Reza Shah, and to secure the appointment of a Bakhtiari as 
Governor. The return of the oil shares was difficult to arrange for technical 
reasoné and was not welcome to the Anglo-Iranian Oil Company. In spite of 
ccortain amount of pressure by His Majesty's Legation, not much was done by the 
Persian Government towards the settlement of Jand claims, and at the end of the 
year it seemed clear that until a new Minister of Justice was installed, no 
progress would be made. As regards the third desiderata, the khans chosen by 
jeneral Zahidi were anything but a success as will be seen from the preceeding 
por 


ra 
4, Tt is only fair to say, in conclusion, that it is doubtful whether the 
interests of the tritesmien coincide with those of the oppressed khans. British 
prestige was high with the Bakhtiari, who were, however, disappointed that we 
‘were not able to do more for them. 


Fars, 

7a. Hasly in March 1 betas cleat that troable was brewing inthe Qaahgat 
country. ‘There were rumoors of an understanding between i, Bakhi 
and Boir Ahmadi leaders, and of Germans being harboured in those regions 
Nasir Khan, the principal dissident Qushgai leader, was invited by the Persian 
Government to come to Shiraz to discuss the question of his land claims, He, 
however, refused and moved further into tribal territory. 

76.’ The Persian troops in Fars were too demofalised to be able to take 
action against Nasir Khan, and there was also a notable lack of enthusiasm of 
the part of the Governor-General and General Officer Commanding in Shiraz, 
Prince Firous. Negotiations with Nasir Khan continued throughout the sumimet 
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Without making any headway. ‘The situation at Fars was closely affected by the 
military situation and, although it is a matter of conjecture, it seems probable 
that the intention of those elements in Fars who opposed any action against 
‘Nasir was that, in the event of a German victory in the Caucasus, they would have 
handed over the Government of Fars to him as the preserver of local law and 
order on behalf of the Germans. Nasir Khan was generally known to be in 
contact with the Germans and to be harbouring German agents, and those elements 
in Tehran and in the South of Persia who did not favour the Allied cause, used 
their influence to ensure that no action should be taken against him, 
notwithstanding the representations made by His Majesty's Minister to, the 
Persian Government. ‘The situation was more disquieting since the road from 
Bushire to Shiraz passed near the Qushgai territory and any serious disorder in 
the area would have affected the delivery of supplies to Russia by this route. 

77. At the end of September Prince Firous and His Majesty's Consul came 
to Tehran, where conferences were held with His Majesty's Legation and the 
Persian authorities to decide what should be done. The general conclusion that 
was reached by the Persian Government was that, pending a clarification of the 
Position, steps should be taken to prevent Nasir Khan from increasing his 
authority, It was suggested to them that this could best be done by making 
‘suitable arrangements with the leaders of the sub-trites and by re-establishing. 
the authority of the Government in the Firuzabad area, an operation that 
Appeared to be within the capacity of their forces. 

78 While Prince Firous was still in Tehran, his subordinates in Fars posted 
troops on the migration route of the Qashgai tribesmen on their way to their 
Winter quarters and attempted to disarm them with inadequate forces. A Persian 
detachment was ignomintously disarmed. Nothing effective was done by the 
Porsian authorities either to reoccapy Firuzahad or to diminish Nasir's authority. 
However, the German defeats in Africa and in Russia, and the evidence that 
the British authorities took a serious view of the situation in Fars made Nasir 
Khan put some water in his wine, and towards the end of the year somewhat 
desultary negotiations for his submission, involving a guarantee of his life and 
property by His Majesty's Government, were in pi Meanwhile, serious 
arrangements were being made, with the assistance of the British military 
authorities and of the American gendarmerie adviser, to ensure the security of 
the Bushire-Shiraz-Isfaban road, which, however, was only the scene of isolated 
robberies during the year. 


Khuzistan, 


Lawlessness among the Khu-i-Galn tribes consed some anxiety for the 
‘of A.LO.C. installations in the Bebtehan-Gach Saran area, Little 


troops was sent to the area, Later in the year a 
measures of the area was made by officers detail 


been pro-British in sentiment 
to refrain from raiding their peaceful neighbours, and in the autumn, with a 
show of force, the disarmament of these sections was undertaken by the Persian 
army. That, it has been proceeding without Wogdehed i¢ largely due to, the 
moderating influence of Colonel Macann, His Majesty's Consul-General at 
Ahwaz, on both Arabs and Persians 


Kurdistan, 


80a. The Persian army suffered a reverse in February when a detachment 
of troops, occupying Saqgiz, were dispersed and the towi sacked by Kurdish 
tribeauen, The Persian army re-wok Saggiz in April, and 
‘opened with the rebel Kurds by Marshal Shahbakhti, Persian Gi 
Commanding at Kermanshah. “As a result of representations by His Majesty's 
Minister, special publicity was given in Kurdistan to the Prime Minister's 
declaration of the lst March about the remedying of grievances. and leaflets 
were even dropped from the air. The Governor-Geueral of Kermanshah, 
Amir-i-Kull, a local landowner, also toured the area with a view to remedying 
























































discontents. Hama Rashid, the principal Kurdish rebel, did not himself formally 
submit to the Persian Government, but his brother was made chief of the 
gendarmerie and various other members of his family received Government posts. 
The situation Was quiet in South Kurdistan for the rest of the year. 

81. Northern Kurdistan and the Kurdish parts of Azerbaijan were largely 
within the zone where Russian troops were stationed, and Soviet policy towards 
the Kurds was the subject of considerable speculation throughout the year 

82. Early in the year, it was reported that the Kurdish notables. who visited 
Baku at the cud of 1941 ‘had found considerable encouragement in the Soviet 
authorities towards their nationalist aspirations. Colour was lent to this 
allegation by the fact that the Soviets were objecting to the presence of Persian 
troops in Western Azerbaijan, and. prevented them from reinforcing the 
gendarmerie there. To all intents and purposes the Persian Government lost 
coutrol in, Western Azerbaijan. 

88. Farly in Maya sorious incident occurred at Rezaich, when the 
depleted forces of the Persian gendarmerie attempted to disarm some Kurds 
entering the town, A considerable number of Kurds surrounded the town, 
Pillage che adjacent village and attacked and disarmed the gendarmerie posts 
A great number of people fled from Azerbaijan and official complaints were made 
hy the Persian Government to the Soviet Government and to His Majesty's 
Government in the United Kingdom that they were prevented by the Soviet 
‘authorities from preserving order inside Persia, There is little doubt, however, 
that the Persian Government exaggerated the disorders in order to put the 
Soviet authorities in the wrong and to support their demand to be allowed to 
send troops to Azerbaijan. Subsequently, some Persian troops and gendarmerie 
were vent, with Soviet permission, to Azerbaijan, bat the Persians complained 
that their forces in Rezaich were virtually kept prisouer by the Russian authori- 
es. 

&4, ‘The objectives of the Russian authorities in behaving with such 
indulgence towards the Kurds have never been quite clear, but it seems probable 
that they were anxious to have friendly tribes on the frontier between Azerbaijan 
and Turkey in the event of the military situation in the Caucasus deteriorating. 
‘The Soviet authorities were undoubtedly themselves shooked and surprised by 
the excesses which the Kurds committed, 

‘BHA. ‘The influence of the Soviets with the Kurds was thereafter used to 
promote order. In July, a hundred Kurdish chiefs were invited to visit the 
Governor-General of Western Azerbaijan, and were exhorted by him and by the 
Soviet Consul-General to bebave as good citizens. In August, the Soviet 
authorities called the Kurdish leaders together at Ushnu, warned them against 
creating trouble and threatened to take their own measures to suppress any 
disorders which occurred. ‘They also made efforts to bring about a truce 
the warring inter-tribal elements, and arranged for Umar Khan of the SI 
tribe to be recognised as the Chief of the Kurds. Certain Kurdish leaders 
thereafter began to go about with a national flag of their own, and the whole 
episode aroused the greatest misgiving on the part of the Persian Government, 
who feared that an attempt was being made by the Russians to encow 
separatist aspirations, though in point of fact it seems certain that Russia, 
as a result of the détente in her relations with Turkey, had now no further 
interest in encouraging the Kurds At the end of the year the situation amongst 
the Kurds was most uncertain, control on the Turkish and Iraqi frontier, s0 
essential to prevent the harvest being smuggled away, was absolutely non-existent. 
and adventurous elements among the tries were producing a state of unrest 
throughout the Kurdish tribal areas, which were still entirely out of the Persian 
Govornment’s control, 


Russian Interests. 

85. Russian policy in Persia has very largely remained an enigma. ‘The 
Persians, who are Fran mentally terrified of the Russians and feared the worst 
‘after the occupation, have on the whole been surprised that they have not had 
to suffer very much from them. During most of the year, moreover. Russian, Pelicy 
seemed to be more ot less of a hand-to-mouth nature,owing, no doubt, to the fearful 
problems which the German drive in South Rassia set them. e 

85a. In the first part of the year under review, however, the Persians 
continued to make complaints of active Russian interference, jicularly in the 

Tn particular they made strong representations tothe Soviet Government 
in March and April, protesting against the alleged propagandist activities of 
Soviet Vice-Contulaie at Rezaieh, which was stated to have invited the population 
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to register for Soviet nationality. ‘They also complained that separatist tendencies 
wore being encouraged, contrary to the treaty, by an organisation called ‘* The 
Workers’ Party,”” which was under Soviet auspices. It is only fair to say that 
these complaints were not repeated later on in the year. The Persian Government 
also complained hecause they were not granted permission to send more troops 
to Azerbaijan. 

86. ‘The Rezaich incident, in May, and the policy of the Soviet authorities 
towards the Kurds are described in the section of this report dealing with 
Kurdistan, and it need only be stated here that the effect of the encouragement 
which the Soviet authorities gave to a Kurdish movement for unity on Persia's 
relations with the Soviet Union was to strengthen the Persian belief that the 
Russians had ultimate designs themselves on Azerbaijan, notwithstanding the 
Provisions of the treaty. 

87. Nevertheless, the official Russian policy seemed, peaking (and 
with notable exceptions), to be one of non-interference in the general affairs of 
Persia and, regardless of what one would have thought were their own war 
interests, they carried this policy to such lengths as serionsly to embarrass the 
work of this legation in ensuring the security of communications with Russia 
and in assisting in the carriage of supplies northwards. ‘There are several major 
instances of this. Thus virtually no assistance could be obtained from 
Russians in security matters; they would not back up our requests for the arrest 
of known fifth-columnists, though their security anthorities co-operated with 
‘ours, to some extent, in exchanging information, and on one or two occasions we 
‘were helped to secure the removal of suspects from the Russian zone, ‘The Soviet 
‘authorities were completely unhelpful in food questions, either in backing up our 
attempts to secure proper control of hoarding, or to ensure the purchase of the 
necessary quantities from the harvest to feed the towns, and they made difficulties 
about releasing food from their zone in order to feed Tehran, or even to inform 
us adequately of what quantities they proposed to take away fron Persia, Lt was 
tiade clear to the Soviet Government that, while we would not, of course, wish to 
object to their supplying their own needs from Persia, this might mean that 
‘supplies, in replacement of those taken away, would have to be brought from 
Overseas and transported, in Persia, by rail and that this would necessarily 
diaplace a certain quantity of war supplies destined for Russia, Perhaps it was 
to escape this inconvenient dilemma that the Russians hid their hand. His 
Majesty's Government made representations to the Russian Ambassador in 
London in November, and were informed officially that permission had been given 
for 35,000 tons of cereals to be brought from Azerbaijan to Tehran; but, hardly 
any cereals ever came and the Soviet Government gave so little help to the Persian 
Government to purchase the necessary quantities for this purpose (indeed, they 
did everything possible to hamper the work of Mr. Sheridan's representatives 
in Tabriz) that even the town of Tabrix went short of food in an area renowned 
for its plenty. . This prevaricatory and oriental attitude on the part of the 
Russians made it extremely difficult to co-operate with them at all on the food 

uestion. 

WeES. Although the carriage of supplies to Russia. depended on the execution 
of « huge public works programme, ou roads, ports and railways, for which large 
Sins of tials were required by the British military authorities, the Soviet 
Embassy gave us practically no assistance whatsoever itt our representations to 
the Persian Government about the financial questions which arose, At the end 
of August the financial and political situation was most difficult, and the snpine- 
hess of the Soviet Embassy was such that His Majesty's Minister had to ask the 
Foreign Office to. make representations to the Soviet Ambassador in London to 
ask that the Soviet Chargé d’Affaires should receive sufficient discretion to be 
fable to act with us strongly and promptly in case of necessity. Only in November 
when it was made clear to the Soviet Ambassador that any further delay or 
Tailure to settle the financial question would inevitably mean either complete 
stoppage of supplies to Russia, or direct military action by His Majesty's forces 
to ensure compliance with ‘their minimum requitements, did the Soviet 
‘Ambassador join His Majesty's Minister in calling personally on the President 
bf the Majlis and explaining that the Deputies could not indefinitely continue to 
hotd up the Allied war effort. 

$9. Soviet policy as regards theit own needs of rials was dealt with in the 
enclosore to my despatch No. 91 of the 9th March. tions for a Persian- 
Soviet financial agreement were still in progress at the end of the year. Possibly 
their shortage of rials explains a good deal of Soviet policy; for instance, it was 
doubly important for them to keep food-stufis inside their zone and to maintain 



























































prices at a low level, if they wished to y food-stufis themselves without 
expending « large amount of local currency ertheless, it was undoubtedly 
fonvenient for the Russians politically that they should be able to point to & 
state of plenty in their zone, while we were contributing food-stufls from our 
zone to Tehran to the extent of causing some local shortages in places like 
Kermaushah, Hamadan and Sultanabad. Far from crediting the British with 
making unselfish efforts on behalf of the capital's food supply, the people of 
Tehran were at the end of the year whispering how much better things were 
under Soviet rule 

‘90. The Russians gave some support to the Tudeh party in internal affairs, 
and this, combined with a fair amount of radicalism, which began to spread in 
Persia on account of the appalling corruption and inefficiency of the Government, 

ave rise to a belief, or at any rate a fear, towards the end of the year, that the 
‘ussians were playing a very deep waiting game and were aiming at hooey. 
hing the country and eventually securing control of it by a Left-wing movement. 
ir was seditlously fostered by the landowners and bourgeoisie, but it is 

y fair to say that there was little evidence to support it. 

‘1. The Soviets opened a number of consulates in 1942: early in the year 
they asked for permistion to open consulates-general at Tabriz and, Meshed, 
consulates at Reaht, Gurgan and Kerman, vice-consulates at Rezaich, Maku, 
Nowsbah and Bandar-Shab, and consular agencies at Bandar-Shahpur and 
Bajgiran. ‘The Persian Goverament made counter-proposals, based on reciprocity, 
but received nothing in reply but a declaration of sympathy for the principle of 
the extension of Persian consular work in Soviet Russia-but not during the war: 
but when the Soviet Ambassador presented a list of officials the Persian Govern- 
ment felt obliged to issue exequaths. 

v2 The Soviets subeajuntly opened comslar posta at afahan and Ahwa, 
Relations between our consulates and the riet consulates were friendly and we 
amisted then in their war propaganda on many occasions. F 

93. The Soviet Consul at Kermanshah showed more activity than his 
colleagues elvowhere, and his staff travelled through tribal areas in Kurdistan. 
On ono cecasion members of the stall of the Soviet Consulate at Kermanshah 
spoke indiscreetly and aubversively to an Indian military clficer in the area, and 
Topresentations were made on tho subject by the Foreign Oflice to the Soviet 
Government; the latter, however, denied that there was any trath in this 
allegation. 

V1. ‘Throughout the year there were endless difficulties about the grant of 
passes for British military and civilian personnel who hud to go into the Soviet 
Zone on business, ¢.g., in connexion with the supply of timber, on survey work, 
for for other purposes, and passes were frequently refused of delayed. tn moat 
inconvenient circumstances and withoot ally adequate reason.” Frequently repre- 
sentations to the Soviet Embassy seetned to effect little improvement in this state 
of affairs, and in general it must be said that with few exceptions the Russians 
treated ail foreigners, British and Americans included, very much like enemy 
aliens, notwithstanding all efforts that were made to get on better terms wi 
them, 'and notwithstanding the very literal policy we pursoed in granting ll 
Russian applications for pastes to visit South Persia immediately om application. 
On one occasion the British officers superintending the making of the road to 
‘Tabriz were all given notices to quit, and there were many between 
the Russian and American authorities for the same reason. "The British military 
autthorities were, it must be said, sometimes guilty of trespassing in the Soviet 
zone, of which ‘they were most anxious to obtain information as a possible 
battlefeld’ where they might bave to operate. In Jane. a British mechanised 
column, on reconnaissance, entered the Soviet zone withont previous notice north 
of Mababad. 

95. The Royal Air Force also had many difficulties with the Russian 
authorities about the »-Murgheh aerodrome. A description of the incident 
and agreement reac! be found in the section on military interests. 

"Many of the difficulties ‘mentioned above seemed. to come from the 
N.K-V.D. and it in only fair to say that quite friendly relations were established 
between senior British and Russian offers. General Koroley, the principal 
Russian transportation officer, was friendly throughout the year, and’ General 
Sir EP. Quinan, General Oficer “Commanding, “Tenth Army, and. Air 
Vice-Marshal de Crespigny, Air Officer Commanding, Persia and’ Irag, both 
Vinted the asian General Officer Commanding i; Tabriz and established 
Friendly relations with him, though no return visit took place. and the Russian 
authorities gave away little enough about reconnaissance of the Soviet zone. 
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<. pov, The Russians did not seem to welcome the arrival of American advisers 
in Persia, and there is some evidence that at the end of the year, when they 
mn pursuing a more active policy as the fortunes of war changed, they spoke 
to several Persian Ministers against the principle of having American advisers 
‘They demurred somewhat to the suggestion that the Americans were going to 
take over control of the southern section of the Trans-Iranian Railway, and at 
the end of the year had still not expressed their formal approval of it 
_ 98. It seems possible that the Soviet Government were worried at the huge 
increase of American and British influence in Persia, both in the Central 
Government and in the provinces, and that they may have feared that we were 
ourselves playing a‘ deep waiting game,"" and were going to profit by their war 
embarrassment and absence from the scene and were steadily getting Persia into 
‘our pocket. T can only say that nothing more could have been done than was 
done to draw the Russians into co-operation with us in all we did and if they did 
not co-operate and play their part it was entirely their own doing and was, indeed, 
mely embarrassing 10 us. 

99. "The Soviet authorities had priority, as between the Allies, in developing 
the arms factories in Persia. Nothing was done about this during the year, in 
spite of our representations on the subject, but at the end of the year negotiations. 
wore in progress between the Persian Government and the Soviet Govornment, 
who were trying to induce the Persian Government to sign a most onerous 
contract. The Persians doubted their capacity to fulfil the propased contract, 
and feared that failure on their part to do s0 would lead to direct control, and 
‘exploitation by the Russians not only of the arms factories, but also of the 
mineral and other resources on which they depended. 


American Interests 

100. A very great increase of American participation jn developments in 
Persia occurred during the year. Many public works of military interest in the 
South of Persia. were constructed by American engineers, and at the end of the 
year the operation of the southern section of the Trans-Tranian Railway war 
Mowly being transferred from British to American personnel, — Increased 
American participation in road transport was also expected, American advisers 
were functioning or were expected to start work in all important branches of the 
administration. 

101. There were advantages both from the Persian and fromthe Allied 
Point of view in closer co-operation between the Persian and. United States 

overnments, Owing to the inability of the Persian Administration to cope with 
the formidable problems resulting from the war, the appointment of forei 
advisers to various Ministries became essential. We should have been unable, 
‘owing to the strain of war, to produce the necessary namber of first-class advisers 
‘ourselves, and, if we had done so, Russian suspicions might well have been aroused. 
Morvover, the Persians were afraid of the citizens of neighbouring powors, 
Iways suspecting ulterior intentions. ‘The Americans represented for thom the 
wes of the Anglo-Saxon nations without any of the disadvantages. In the 
course of the sammer and autumn, a number of American advisers were engaged 
to deal with food and supply questions (Mr. Sheridan), the gendarmerie (Colonel 
Schwarzkopf) and the police (Mr. Timmerman). An American adviser on irri- 
gation was already engaged in the employ of the Ministry of Agriculture, A 
financial mission under Dr. A. C. Millspaugh was expected at the end of the 
year. General Greely became adviser to the Intendant-General’s Department of 
the Persian Ministry of War; he was subsequently succeeded by General Ridley. 
‘There was much discussion during the year as to the need for an American 
Military Mission. His Majesty's Legation was in favour of this, but various 
objections were raised and ths project did not materialise, 

102 The American Legation was represented on the Civil Supplies 
Committee and the Road Transport Board, and the United States Government 
was a party to the Food Agreement signed in November, 

103. ‘The Lease-Lend system ieee prcanees to Persia during the year; the 
Possible grant of this concession by the United States Government was one of the 
principal inducements to the Persian Government to expel the Japanese Legation 
in _April, but the Persians were most disappointed that, owing to shipping 
difficulties, they will derive so little benefit from it, 

104. "The American Legation did not always take the same view of Allied 
requirements as did His Majesty's Legation and co-operation was often rendered 
difficalt by the somewhat tortuous character of the American Minister, whom the 
Persians frequently tried to influence against us The American Legation 
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wrecked an attempt made to rationalise Persian road transport through 
K.0.C. in the summer, owing to their fear of any sort of monopoly. am 

the United States Government made representations in London rezarditig our 
arrest of General Zahidi in November. Mr. Drevfus generally avoided supporting 
oUF fepresentations on questions of general importance to the Allies and left 
His Majesty's Minister to bear the whole barden of unpopular representations 
to the Persian Government. Fortunately his staff was most friendly and helpful, 
hat if more co-operation had been forthcoming from the American Minister in 
pressing the Persian Government to take the measures which were essential to 
solve the urgent problems of the year, much less trouble would have beet 
experienced and, incidentally, we should not have had to bear all the odium of 
thom. This might hase had an appreciable effect on our relations with Persia. 
Mr, Bullitt visited Tehran in January; Mr. Harriman passed through with 
Mr, Churchill on his way to and from Moscow in August. Mr. Wendel Willkie 
Visited Tehran in September. 

105, The United States Government was invited by the Persian Govera- 
ment to adhere to the Anglo-Soviet-Persian Treaty of Alliance in autumn with 
‘a view to regularising the position of the United States forces in Persia. The 
question of the best means of doing this was still under consideration at the end 
of the year. 


Polish Interests 

106. Large numbers of Poles, carried off into the interior of Russia when 
Poland was overrun, were liberated by the Russians in the course of the year and 
‘were sent out through Persia, The first Polish evacuation in April included 
88,000 soldiers and 10,000 civilians. ‘The latter were evacuated in the autumn 
to East Africa.The second evacuation included 43,000 soldiers and 25,000 
civilians. In spite of efforts to evacuate the civilians out of Persia, where their 
presence was undesirable, both from a military point of view and on account of 
the difliculties of feeding sich a considerable increase of the European popula- 
tion, there ware at the end of the year still about 22,000) Poles in Persia. 

107. His Majesty's Minister undertook that the Poles should not be a 
burden on Persian economy and special imports of wheat and sugar, tea and cloth 
were arranged for theit noeds, ‘The Middle East Refugee Relief Administration 
catabliahed an organisation in Tebran to superintend and co-ordinate arrange. 
ments for the refugees under Colonel A, Ross, In spite of these arrangements, 
the presence of tbe Polish refuges was a complicating factor in the delice 
cone and food pention in Tehran, for whic the Alles received most of the 
blame. 


French Interests, 

108, In January M. Coiffard, the Vichy French Chargé d’Affaires, wrote 
‘a hasty and ill-conceived letter to the Minister for Foreign Afairs regarding the 
implications of the proposed Anglo-Soviet-Persian Treaty and sent copies to the 
press. He accused the Persian Government of misleading the Persian people 
and of acting against their wishes. This gave the Allies an excuse they were 
waiting for to get rid of ML. Coffard, whoeeactvitice were most detrimental to 
our interests; he was informed by the Persian Government that he was 
‘persona non grata and left Tehran at the end of January. 

109. Free French interests were in the hands of Professor André Godard, 
who yeas appointed Delegate of General de Gaulle at the end of Febroa 
Profesor Gedazd was_ofcially recognised by the Persian Government. as 
representative of the Free French National Committee in June; although his 
name does not appear on the diplomatic list, he exercises virtually all the 
functions of a Minister Plenipotentiary. Relations with the Free (later 
“Fighting "’) French were cordial throughout. the year. 


Carch Interests. 

110. The Persian Government recognised the Czechoslovak Government in 
June and the Czechoslovak Legation was formally opened on the 24th June by 
General Ingr, the Czechoslovak Minister of Defence, with Dr. Franti 
Bachtik as d'affaires. 
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(E 2453/230/35) No. 
Sir R. Bullard to Mr, Eden—{Received April 2) 


4 Tehran, March 6, 1943. 
THE period since my despatch No, 434 of 21st December last has been marked 

a serious deterioration in the food situation, which is only now beginning to 
be surmounted as a result of deliveries of grain under the MES. programme 
and of the improvement in communications caused by the arrival of Lease /Lend 
lorries and the activities of the Allied Road Transport Board. 

.2 Prices haye coutinued to soar, and to enable Dr. Milispangh, the newly- 
Arrived Americau Administrator-General of Persian Finances, to deal with the 
Gereasingly dangeroas situation, « Bill has been submitted to the Majlis by the 

nment. It ts expected, however, to meet with hitter opposition from vested 
fntorests. ‘The increase in economic distress, which in this country is always 
Ascribed to British ineficiency or machinations, has natarally had a deplorable 
effect on our popularity here, and public opinion has been strongly influenced by 
the fulminations of the press at our expense, M. Soheily, who sticceeded Qawam 
oe ag Prime Minister in February las, has failed to deal firmly with 
ferring the policy of persuasion, which has met with little or no 

acess the ether hand, there are indications tha he Sotends to atredice 
east cial reform and to take action, by means of i * 
Propored for Dr. Millspaugh, to check the rise in the cost a a at ed 


Food Situation. 


3, ‘The cereals situation has been dominated by a chronic shortage of 
‘upplies in Tehran itself, lasting well into March. Azerbaijan delivered aearcely 
Any wheat to Tehran, and Khorasan much less than was expected, and thus made 
fhe Food Administration almost entirely dependent on imported supplies long 
tefore the arrival ofthe frst wheat to be shipped from North America under the 
‘ood “Agreement, and by the time the first, of this wheat reached ‘Tehran some 
$,000 tons of wheat had had to he advanced to the Persian Government from the 
ian Gulf pool. Unprecedented cold weather and more than one crash or 
‘nishap on the railway, interrupting the movement of wheat from the South for 
days at a time, together with the blocking of the roads by snow, inter fered 
with deliveries of barley from Iraq. combined to keep ‘Tehran on the brink of 
glarention. Some 1200 tons of wheat and barley were relensed by the Rawsinnk 
rom the Gurgan area, south cast of the Caspian, but the truth of a statement 
made by the Russians in London in February, to the effect that Tehran was being 
Provided with foodstuffs entirely from the Northern Provinces of Persia, was 
Anything bat apparent in Tehran. On the contrary, the Persian» themselven 
realised how dependent on imported supplies they had become, and proceeded to 
‘couse the Allies in the press of starving them by delaying, or even holding back 
altogether, the promised 25,000 tons of imported wheat, ‘These attacks we had 10 
Shunter én public statements, showing that, we had wore than fulfilled our 
igations by supplying grain in advance of actual shipments under the Food 
Agreement, and pointing out that the Persians, too, had obligations, namely, to 
aatat their Government in collecting grain inside the country. 7 
is, for the most part, they failed to do. In the provis “cot 
liaison ofcer, armed at last by Mr: Sheridan, after repeated represeltatiens og 
‘our part, with a somewhat piecemeal authority for dealing with hoarders, for 
Trising: where necessary, the amount of landlords’ undertakings to deliver grain 
tothe ment and for hiring animal transport. continued to fight the unequal 
tattle against hoarding landlords and dishonest bakers, and each provincial aren 
ii et out’ its own precarious existence, not without occasional 
ynestion of the eventual 
deficit areas of 
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It is hoped to supply barley or millet from Iraq : shipments have already been 
rade direct to southern ports und deliveries to Tehran by road. via Rhanaqiny 
have also begun 

6. Engrossed almost daily with the problem of finding the flour for the 
next day's bread, and with the further prenceupation of bringing into operation 
a central bakery for Tehran in the teeth of the bakers’ opposition, Mr. Sheridan 
has had little Or no time to give to the problem of securing a better deal both 
for his own Government and the Allies next year by securing the maximum 

ible collections from the expected bumper grain crop this summer. It will 
he one of our tasks in the coming months to see that he is better equipped than be 
was last year with the two main weapons of money and transport, without which 
the present Government monopoly of the sale and purchase of wheat can only. 
Prove once more, in the absence of the means of compulsion, a useless and 
expensive folly 


Transport. 

7. ‘The organisation of the Persian Government Road 
ment under the contol of the Allied Road ‘Trai 
during the last fow months of over 150 


of trans} 


te rnsible quarters 
in the d 


An a consequence, the fleet of contracted 
Department has partly been lost; and 
work are either working 


‘Transport Boat 
tho ovly barrier between orga 
concerned. The Russian Del oard, 
probably because the Russian is regulations. 
5, The situation has not been helped by the failure of the railway to bring 
ite quota of civil supplion to Tehran. Owing to au increase in supplies 10 
Russia and to interruptions of the service caused by breakdowns and nevidents, 
oil supplies, in particular, have been reduced. Many factories in. Tehran and 
fahan had to reduce their activity. some to ahut down temporarily, and much 
hardship was caused to the civil population by lack of kerosene. While the oil 
ition has now improved, supplies are stil insuficient to meet all requirements 
Zereal supplies from Ahwas, however, are coming up the line satisfactoril 
9. |The transfer of control of the operation of the Trans-Iranian Rei lway 
‘was completed on the 
ring to Tegularise the 
4 treaty similar to the 


from the British to the American military authori 
Ant April, and the United States Government are pre 


ition of their troops in Persia by the conclas 
Kinglo- Soviet-era in Treaty of 1942, rik 


Financial Position. 

10. Since the last review of the financial position in Persia little has been 
done to combat: inflation. ‘The various remedies recommended by the Acts 
Inflation Committee in Cairo have been placed before the Persian Gererament 
authorities on numerous occasions, but little, if anything, has been achieved. 
With the arrival of Dr. A. G. Millspaugh, the American Financial Adviser, the 
situation began to be handled with more vigour, and the Majlis are now debuts 
‘Bill (as will be shown in detail in a subsequent paragraph of this despatch 
to invest him with comparatively wide powers to control prices, reorgantee the 

stem of taxation, &c., which, If rigidly enforced, should go a long war awards 
lacing the country on’ more stable economic footing. Hs 


ET 


i ‘hus 
11_ In onder to absorb to some degree a portion of the existing surpl 
eoasins power, a scheme was suggested by the Financial Counsellor to His 
sjesty’s Legation, whereby His Majesty's Government would exchange an 
walent in gold bulliou for a quantity of gold coins at present held by the 
fational Bank of Iran as part cover for the note-issue. and sell the coins in the 
‘Open market, with a reserve price of £12 an ounce. This sale of gold, which has 
been sanctioned by all parties concerned, should have a beneficial effect on prices, 
in so far as it is hoarded. It had been suggested from other quarters that the 
might be extended to other Middle East countries, but in view of the 
Probability that the sale of gold within the Sterling Area might promote a variety 
‘f undesirable contingencies which His Majesty's Government would not be 
spared to meet, the experiment is to be tried only in Persia, and here to a 
Bey estes ‘The proposal is to put on the market gold to the equivalent of 
100,000 gold sovereigns; should the experiment prove successful, a further 
290,000 gold sovereigns nay be forthcoming: 

Te was suggested by Dr. Millspaugh early in the year that gold should 
be used instead of sterling to finance the war expenditure of His Majesty's Govern- 
‘ment in Persia. He contended that the sale of gold would relieve pressure for 
future increases in the note-issue, and thus prevent further decline in the 
Parchasing I 


reement, as foreshadowed in paragraph 97 of my 
despatch No, 434 of the 21st December, 1942, is in less gonerous terms than our 
‘own, but the United States Government have agreed, in their draft, to furnish 
Persia with dollars against all rials required by the United States, and to 
‘exchange these dollars for gold. This may. lead to premure om us to inereane Ou 
Undertaking to provide gold under Article IX of our agreement, Some mis- 
Aivings were also created by the inclusion in the American draft Agreement of « 
lause which accepted the principle of a variation in the rinl/dollar rate of 
exchange; and these two factors were seized on by the Majlis Commission then 
discussing a Bill to ratify our Financial Agreements, as a pretext to defer the 
Question of ratification pending a pronouncement by His Majesty's Government 
4s to their intentions as to the convertibility of gold under our agreement and to 
the rate of exchange. Subsequently we were informed by the United States 
‘Treasury that the provision regarding the rate of exchange is common form in 
all United States stabilisation fund agreements, and that it was not the intention 
of the United States Government to vary the rite of exchange without prior 
consultation with His Majesty's Government. 
14. The currency situation continues to cause anxiety. An order for the 
ae ‘of notes to the value of 1.500 million rials is being carried out by 
la Rue in London. ‘These notes are scheduled to be delivered to Tehran in 
Yarying consignments by the end of July 1943. At the present rate of Allied 
Yas expendiie dis sum will have teen practically exhausted by that time, and 
the note reserve will have reached the dangerously low level of about 200 million 


M. Soheily's Government, 


15. In my despatch No. 80 of the 25th February, I gave some account of the 
events which finally led to the reassumption of power by M. Soheily. The new 
Cabinet is probably’ as good a team as can be found in preseni cireamstances, and 
the recent appointment of M. Tadayyon, previously Minister without Portfolio, 
to be Minister of Food Supply, has added to its strength. The Prime Minister 
(26155) 22 
































hag sought to reinforce his influence with the Majlis by the formation ‘of a body 
af fourteen Deputies who will met the Cabinex periodically and matncasecomtaee 
between the Government and the Chamber. The Government have shown courage 
- ing Pewaity to grant wery wide pores to Dr. Millspangh for the control 
Of prices, and ave inevitably socquntered opposition, The priecssd pamet 
would give Dr. Millspaugh control of everything concerning the purchase of 
merchandise, other than food-stufls, including importation, traneport, ware 
housing and distribution. He would wield all wwers conferred on the 

lation for the coatral of 


purview of the Bill as falling within 
Mr, Sheridan's province, but legislation’ has been introduced to. prevent. the 
forward buying of crops by speculators. 

16, A fow days ago M. Sobeily delivered 9 New Year broadcast, in which 
ho exhorted hin compatriots to make sacrifices in the interest of final victory, 
and to co-operate with him in realising, under war-time conditions, a greater 
measure of social justice. Ho outlined a ten-point programme, which included 
fot only measures for the control of prices and the elimination ‘of hoarding, but 
also "the establishment of justice and equality in the distribution of wealth; 
improvement of conditions for Government employees, peasants and working 
classes by meat of insurance and compensation schemes; the development a 
public health and medical facilities and effective primary education throughout 
the country.” It retnains to be seen how far M. Soheily can be trusted to pursue 
theso ideals. But his message is certainly a step towards the reforms of which 
Persia. is 90 sorely in need. In this he hns the full support of the Shab. The 
huge fortunes which have been amassed during the past year by the few, and the 
acute economic distress of the masses, which is now aggravated by a typhus 
epidemic, have undoubtedly produced situation in which the existing régime 
feels itself threatened. On the one hand, the Tudeh party has greatly increased 
ita activity, with the formation of new cella aud the dissemination of Socialist 
propaganda on a wide scale, On the other hand, there is m definite movement, 
although not strong at present, to bring back Seyyid Ziaed-Din Tabatabal from 
Palestine....\. number of Deputies have recently teavelled through Palestine, 
‘ontensibly for.dhoir health, but pomibly with the intention of seeing Seyyid 
An active propaganda is being careied on, representing him as the only man who 
can rave-Pafria, and his supporters maintain that the time will be ripe for his 
return this fuonth if the Shah's muspicions can be allayed. Cone circles make 
no secret of their fear that Sevyid Zia might put an end to the Pablevi dynasty 
or, at all events, greatly curtail the influence of the Crown. 

17. Tnthin the Government is not optimistic atout the approaching 
general election, P ter is considering whether he would not do 
‘woll to postpone it until after the war, He is putting off a decision on the grounds 
that the Soviet Embasay might object to postponement. The probability. that 
elections will he held this year faces his Majesty's Legation with a delicate 
problem. It is natural to suppose that the Soviet authorities will use their 
nfluence in their zone to secure the election of candidates more or less subser- 

r views, and the question arises how we can counterbalance this by 

the elections ourselves in other parts of Persia without giving cause 

for complaint to our Soviet Allies or cause for misunderstanding to the Americans. 

With your approval I have instructed His Majesty's consalar officers to watch 

the situation closely and to study ways of supporting and encouraging candidates 

from among the younger and more progressive elements who have some public 

it and are ready to sponsor a real programme of reform as opposed to an 
extremist policy. 


Soviet Interests. 

18. During the period under review the Russians have shown particular 
interest in that part of Persia outside their zone, as well as increasing suspicion 
of British and American policy. For instance, a scientific expedition, consisting, 
of twelve persons and headed by Lieutenant-General Professor Pavlovaky, an 
expert on malaria, has toured South-Fastern Persia accompanied by a British 
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liaison officer. The Soviet military attaché, evidently acting andi 
has asked a number of questions about road and aerodrome construction 
British army and oar troop movements in Eastern Persia.” Anglo 

re are notie too easy at the best of times, but the situation has not been rendered 
easier by the attitude of the Soviet Embassy in refusing to issue passes for British 
military personnel to visit their zone, unless they are satisfied that their journey 
is directly concerned with the furtherance of aid to Russia. Further, they have 
Tesisted our proposal to station a linison officer with the Soviet forces to reside 
in Tabriz, and have only agreed that we may send one officer and a number of 
‘ther ranks to Tabriz to deal with the work arising out of U.K.C.C. and British 

itary convoys, Soviet-American relations in Persia are passing through a 
dificult phase. Permission has been refused for the Americans to build standai 
Accommodation for lorry drivers along the road to Tabriz and, in consequence, the 
Americans have refused to send the convoys and are dumping supplies at Qazvin. 
An American stationed at Tabriz as Mr Sheridan's representative has been 
Tequested to return to Tebran to get bis residence permit renewed. and it is 
understood that representations have been made at Washington regarding: the 
Alleged anti-Soviet attitude of the American Consul at Tabriz, Both these officials 
fire now in Tehran and are unlikely to return to their posts. Tt is also clear that 
ithe Soviet authorities are suspicious and jealous of the presence of the American 
advisers. Recently the Soviet Ambassador asked the Prime Minister why Persia 
Wanted to hand over her affairs to foreigners “after twenty years"; and the 
Minister of War alleges that the ambassador asked him why. if foreign advisers 
were necessary, the Persian Government did not engage Soviet advisers, as the 
Soviet Union’ was the best administered countey in tho world, Tt may’ not be 
fanciful to wuppose that tho Rossians are foment position to the Millspaugt 
Bill not only because of their objection to the American influence, but also becaus 
‘ax I indicated in. my despatch No, 80 of the 25th Febroary, they may, for thelr 
own reasons, prefer the continuance of the existing disorder 


The Prev. 
19. ‘The press, non-existent at the boginning of " 
ban imposed after the Sth December, has been allowe pear. subject 
the approval of the editors and owners by a committee of control. The control 
‘unfortunately been slack and inelcient and the capital has now b 
mandated with about forty newspapers. Frequeotly articles have appeared laying 
All the economic evils of Persia at the door of the Allies, and worded in severa 
Cases 10 as to impute most of the blame to His Majesty's Government. In many 
cases 1 have heon obliged to make the strongest Fepresentations to the Prime 
Minister against these unwarranted attacks and criticisms, but the latter, who 
has shown firmness and courage in launching his programmes of reform, has 
displayed deplorable weakness in dealing with the press. One of the mont 
scurrilous papers bas, however, been suppressed at my request her of which 
T complaised has also teen stippreseed. thougt in’ this ease it. had alio offended 
the Shah by suggesting that the troubles of the Sth December were instigated 
‘by the Court. M. Sobeily has undertaken to suppress any other which may in 
future attack the Allies, and to issue no more licences. He has also had an editor 
‘arrested for a personal attack on His Majesty's Minister 
20, Unfortunately the anti-British tone of the press reflects only too faith- 
fully the trend which public opinion has taken during the trials and privations 
of the past winter. In my telegram No, 282 of the Ist March I drew attention 
nigerous situation which has arisen, in which we are compared unfayour 
ably with the Russians because, owing to natural causes and our desire to send 
all possible help to Russia, conditions in the Russian zone are generally better 
than they are elsewhere in Persia. 5 
‘21. In this situation our task during the next few months must be to 
increase onr contribution to the welfare of the Persian people to the greatest 
extent consisteut with the provision of necessary supplies to Russia. The 
Principal element in the promotion of their welfare can only be internal reform 
And reorganisation of the trade in, and distribution of, essential goods, Tn this 
sphore we must clearly give all posible. support and encouragenent, to the 
Wwerninent’s programme, more especially in regard to the Millspaugh Bill. 

22. For the rest, much has already txen dove in providing supplies of 
in and reorganising transport, and we are considering measures for increas 
Eipoiies cei ceadment mole, particolarly from India, and the allocation ot 

P 


additional tonnage for 


‘supplies on the Trans-Iranian Railway. Special 
Attention must be paid to the question of oil, the shortage of which has lately 
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done us immense harm and provided a fertile theme for pro-Axis pro} 
We must likewise he ready to give the Ministry of Feod all posible help in 
collection of the harvest. Our relief work in Persia must be contimied 
developed, and I am trying to work out a scheme for the establishment of 
dispensaries in Tehran, possibly with the assistance of medical personnel from 
Paiforce and India. All these activities must be thoronghly publicised, and 
it is obvious that the present sitnation calls for the most intense effort on the 
Partofallconcemed. At the monent of writing the British military authority 
we provided the best kind of propaganda by offering a 1,00(-bed Indian 
hospital, complete with doctors, nurses and orderlies, for civilian typhus patients. 
But for this offer, another, and in that case legitimate grievance, would have 
‘been created in that we had had to refuse to return to the Persian Government, 
to be used for typhus cases, two large buildings which are being used as hospitals 
one by the British and one by the Poles 
‘am sending copies of this despatch to the Government of India, to His 
Majesty's Minister of State at Cairo, and to Minbranch at Bagdad, to Paiforee, 
Bagdad, and to His Majesty's Ambassador at Raiipeer 
have, &e. 
RW. BULLARD. 


ist 
the 
and 
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(No. 158) Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Eden—(Recvived 6th May) 

HIS Majesty's representative presents his compliments to Hie Majesty’ 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs and has the honour to transmit 
herewith a copy of record of conversation of Minister of State with the Shab. 
at Tobran, on the 15th April, 1643. 


Tehran, 20th A prit, 943. 


Enclosure in No. 12. 
Record of a Conversation with the Shah, Vth April, 1948 


THAD @ private conversation lating an hour and three-quarters with the 
Shah to-day, Mr. Hopkinson was also present. His Majesty was extremely 
friendly, and, as I bad found him before, simple and straightforward. ‘The 
following are the main points which emerged from the discussion -— 


(1) Social Reforms, 

‘The Shab said that he attached the greatest importance to the carrying out 
of effective reforms in Persia. If people were poor and had no stake in the 
gountey, there was no incentive among them to resist external aggression. Of the 
17 million population of Persia probably not more than 20,000 were able to lead 
decent lives. The conditions of the peasantry are now so bad that they might 
easily lead to actual revolt. He was considering plans both for immediate 
execution ad for the post-war period. 

As regards the present, he was encouraging a proposal that three-fifths of 
the yield of the Jand tilled by the peasants should be handed back to them, and 
only two-fifths given to the landlord, instead of, as in the past, 

‘only one-fifth being left to the peasants. As regards the future, he had plans for 
breaking ap the large estates and distributing them to the peasants on a 
co-operative basis. At the moment only some 20,000 persons in the country could 
be said to be living a tolerable existence. Certain landowners had properties 
which were practically whole provinces. There was no reason for any man t0 
‘own more than two estates. I said that reforms of this nature, which entailed 
considerable expenditure on the part of the State, were things, in my mind, for 
the post-war pein. asthe country bad very great economic and financial burdens 

present. The Shah agreed that such reforms could not be carried out in war 
time, when the country could not stand too great shocks. 


®) Economic and Financial A fairs 

T emphasised strongly to His Majesty the dangers of the immediate financial 
nd economic situation, It was essential that the Persian Government. should 
face up to the problem and take drastic ste to put their house in order, The 
Present economic and financial drift had to be gripped and checked. I referred 
to the Bill before the Majlis for the grant of powers to Dr. Millspaugh, and to 
the imperative necessity of taking effective measures for collecting this year's 
wheat crop. 

‘The Shah agreed, and said that he thought Dr. Millspaugh’s powers would 
oon be granted by the Majlis As regards the wheat scheme, there was a plan 
by which the Government should take 60 per cent. of the crop, leaving 40 per cent 
to the owner or cultivator to dispose of as he wished, Mr. Sheridan was not 
entirely in accord with this ‘The Shah pointed out that Government intervention 
in regard to the collection of wheat, ¢.g., in Khorasan and Kerian, had led to 
immediate wholesile hoarding. It was possible that it would be better to leave 
the wheat producers to collect and sll their grain themselves, He believed. that 
4 compromise between the two might be the best solution. I referred to the need 
for increasing taxation in order to balance the budget and to reduce inflation 

the Shah said that Dr. Millspaugh wax considering a scheme of taxation intended 
to fimit incomes to a maximum figure, ‘This was all to the good, but he doubted 
Whether any Government would be able to collect the money. He referred to the 
increase of rials in circulation, and that steps might be taken to enable 
the Persian Government to bring to Persia the lange stock of gold which had 
‘accumulated in South Africa. 


(8) Relations with Russia. 
‘The Shah was obviously extremely exercised over the increasing Russian 
influence in Persia, and, in particular, of the threat of communism. He referred 
to the Russian gift of 35,000 tons of wheat, which he said was a Bolshevik and 
ot a Russian gesture. In the sume way, the conduct of the Russian troops here 
ho described ax a means of propaganda on behalf of communism, He gave the 
example of two Russian officers who two nights befere had rescued two Persian 
girls from four drunken Americans. He also referred tothe shooting of fout mien 
‘and two women by British Indian troops this morning. undertook to look into 
this matter, which from his account seemed to be serioun. “He said that per contra 
the British were becoming increasingly unpopular. There was a tendenoy to 
Blame the British for everything, Accusations were made again the UK.CC 
drivers and unknown Jews in Tebran and elsewhere who bought up produce and 
goods (for resile at higher prices) in the name of the British authorities, It 
frould be much better if the British authorities should ask the Persian Govern: 
‘ment to do all their buying for them, ‘Then they would not be accused of starviny 
the country by buying up all local produce. T said that this was a. point whid 
had ariseu elsewhere in the Middle Bast, and that I would look into the possibility 
of eatablishing a buying authority 
‘The Shah said that the trouble with British assistance had always been that 
it came too late. Tt was far better to give a little help before a disaster took place 
than a great deal afterwards. He referred to the lack of any real public opinion 
snded to be concentrated in the press, and the newspaper- 
reading public believed all the lies appear: the press. I mentioned that T 
poke rery frankly with the representatives of the press las night, The 
‘Shah had evidently already heard of this. 
() Anglo-Persian Relations 


‘The Shah said that he wished to discuss the future of Anglo-Persian 
relations. He was most anxious that this should be settled now and that we should 
‘uot wait until the end of the war. Otherwise he feared that by the time the Peace 
Conference came Persia would have become too. weak to withstand outeide 
aggression, even though he was perfectly aware that the British Government 
Wanted to sce a strong and independent Persia, He himself had greatly regretted 
the Allied policy which had led up to the events of August 1041. He denied that 
there was any iruth in the assertion that the Persian Government at that time 
had been pro-German, They had proved this during the Ali Rashid revolt—a 

fod of great British weakness—when Persia had ot moved. No attempt had 

‘made to blow up oil installations at Abadan or Kermanshah, On the contrary, 
half the Persian forces and a number of their limited stock of anti-aircraft guis 
hhad been moved down to protect the oil-fields. No attempt either had been made 
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at aggression against Russia, a fact proved by the withdrawal of Persian 
ino the interior Agua hall tat Persa bad roeed aac ie te Ane 
Russian note, couched in rather vague terms, asking for the removal of the 
German fifth column, If Britain at that time had oflered to make a firm alliance 
with Persia—even a military alliance—it would have been accepted by the 
Persian Government. With ‘such an agreement, concluded under honourable 
conditions, Persia would have formed a useful bulwark bebind Turkey, which 
at that time was very shaky. He had no doubt that the Government then could 
have enforced suc a policy in the country 
However, uo such agreement was mooted. When he came to the throne he 
realised at onse that a strong alliance with Britain was essential for the future 
of Persia. He had heen very much in favour of the Tripartite Alliance being & 
genuine military alliance which, even if it had cost Persian lives, would have 
cemented the country both internally and externally. Owing to’ the Persian 
Government's weakness of policy that was not done. Nevertheless, Persia. had 
contributed a great deal towards the Allied cause, mainly through aid to Russia, 
the effect of which in the South Russian campaign might even turn out to have 
been decisive. Persia had also suffered a great deal, and she had not, in fe 
received full credit for what she had done. Persia could, of course, now joi 
the United Nations and definitely come into the war, but this would only be a 
gesture, and would do nothing to make the couatry strong against the day when 
the Peace Conference opened. Mr. Churchill had told him, when he visited 
‘Tehran, that he wanted to deal with a Persia which was a strong and independent 
Power. He believed Mr. Churchill's words, and attached great importance to 
them. He would like to see Anglo-Persian relations placed at once ona frm basis 
with an eye to the future. He asked whether British policy in Persia, was 
miducted from London or Delhi, I replied that, of course, our policy emanated 
nd he said that in that case there was some hope. Tt was a well: 
known political principle, he continued, that a foreign Power would always wish, 
to profit from the internal weakness of a neighbouring State. He did not Know 
whether there were elements seeking to promote dissensions in Persia, but he did 
bey that we should consider the means of adjusting our relations with Persia at 
once so as to strengthen her for the future. [t was 8 question of national morale, 
not only of finance and ecouomics. When I questioned him as to how this could 
bo dono, he auld that he did not know what the external policy of his Majesty's 
Government (he obviously had in mind Russia) might be, 'He had little concrete 
{o mages, but was obviously feeling after some form of closer association with 
Britain which would act as a block against Russian Communist penetration. 
One thing, whioh be thought would help, would be the raising of the status of the 
legation to that of an embassy. He had spoken to the Duke of Gloucester about 
this, but he had sinco been told that nothing could be done until after the war. 
‘The present situation, he said, was entirely illogical; the Russians had had an 
embassy for many years. Even the Yugoslavs in London now had an Ambassador, 
and the Americans had accepted a Persian Ambassador in Washington. This is 
evidently a point on which he feels strongly, and I think that we should seriously 
consider the possibility of meeting him over t 


(8) Internat A fairs 

‘The Shah said that the hope of the country lay in the hands of the young— 
in ideas and not necessarily only mage. He referred to a movement and what be 
described as ‘Ie type des jeunes ” which he said was growing, and encouragement 
must be given to them, but even they were now being described as instruments of 
British policy because Mr. Harold Nicholson in a broadcast from London had 
referred to the need for " young men rallying around their young King.” T asked 
His Majesty whether he was aware of the creation of an Anglo-Persian Institute 
here, and told him that when classes were opened for instruction in English 
language there had been 2.000 applications. Tt had, of course, been quite impas- 
sible to deal with such a number owing to the lack of teachers, but T thought that it 
‘was a significant and encouraging development for the future. His Majesty had 
not heard of the institute, and expressed the greatest interest. ‘The Shah 
concluded by referring again to the need for strengthening Anglo-Persian 
relations at once. 


Tehran, eth Aprit, 1948, 


R. G. CASEY. 
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Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Bien. —(Receieed 2st May.) 
(No. 170) 
Sir, Tehran, 8rd May, 1943. 

IN my telegram No. 282 dated the Ist March, I suggested that’ we had 
Pertaps stiown excessive loyalty to the principle of ‘affording maximum aid to 

ussia, in that we had broughi upon ourselves not only positive criticism from 
the Persians but also comparisons with the Russians highly unfavourable to our- 
selves. All this, however, was our own doing. In the present despatch 1 Propose 
to examine the attitude ‘and acts of the Soviet authorities in Persia, and to 
See whether any deduction gan be drawn from them as to the long-term policy 
of Soviet Russia in regard to this country and to its effect on Pers 

2 Soon after the occupation of Atigust 1941' the Soviet Government asked 
the Persian Government to agree to the opening of a large number of Soviet 
consular posts in various parts of the country. In the eatlior years after the 
last war there were soine fifteen such posts, including the southern towns of 
Isfahan, Kerman and Shiraz. All except one were, I believe, closed in about 
1938, when the Soviet Government closed down nearly all the foreign consulates 
in the Soviet Union; and at the time of the occupation there was only ane 
Persian Consulate in’ Russia (Baku), and only one Soviet Consulate in Peruin 
(Pablevi). ‘The Persian Government tried to resist the demand for the reopening. 
Of 50 many constlates, basing its attitude on the principle of reciprocity, but 
secured nothing but the shadowy bope of an extension of Persian conwlar 
Fopresentation in the Soviet Union after the war; and eventually they had to 
‘acquiesce in the appointment of such consular officials as the Soviet Embassy 
Uked to notify to the Ministry for Foreign Affairs, There is, however, little 
evidence to sbow that these consular officers abuse their functions overtly, If 
the Soviet consular representatives in Tabriz and Meshed and other places 
in the Russian zone exercise considerable influence over the local authorities 
that is balanced by the influence of His Majesty's consular officers elsewhore 
‘The Soviet Cousufate in Isfahan seems to cultivate the poorer classes of 
Fepolation, bat we, ours, are. intereted in the hitherto, taly-tr 
factory population of that town, Soviet Consuls in Kermanshah and Ahwaz 
hays perhape chown tore terest in te Uibos than fo nocamary for theis works 
‘and the stall of the former have toured good deal among the Kurds and are 
reported to have given assurances of friendship—certainly to have gone farther 
than His Majesty's Consul-General at Tabriz has gone in. his strictly correct 
dealings with the Kurds in his district, Moreover, the Soviet Consul at 
Kermanshah, on one occasion, allowed his training in propaganda for oriental 
Peoples to get the better of his discretion heise to have tried some 

ighly characteristic anti imperialist propaganda on'an Tdian Moslem oficer, 
and, although he denied this, the origin and character of the Indian officer con 
cerned, and the fact that he is a Moslem, whereas the Soviet Consul represented 
him as hoping for a Japanese victory, hake it certain in my opinion that the 
‘officer's report was correct. 

3. Tt will be remembered that on their entry into northern Persia the 
Soviet authorities disarmed the Persian police and gendarmerie, and refused to 
allow any Persian troops to be stationed in their zone. The unarmed police 
‘and geudarmerie were unable to keep order, but whenever an appeal was made 
to the Soviet authorities to assist it was rejected on the ground that the Soviet 
authorities had undertaken pot to interfere in the internal affairs of Persia. 
Gradually and grudgingly the Persian Government were allowed to rearm a 
number of police and gendarmerie, though the Persian Government always 
‘maintained that the number allowed was insufficient. Eventually, the Soviet 
authorities permitted a small body of Persian troops to be stationed in 
Aserbaijan, though with litte literty of movement until perhaps quite recently. 
It is difficult to believe that this policy was due to fear; the Russians are too 
Yell acquainted with Persian poltroonery for that. Tt is significant that the 
Russians were most difficult in this matter in Azerbaijan, where the weakening 
of the Central Government might be expected to be pleasing to the local popula: 
tion who are mainly of the same race and language as the inhabitants of Soviet 
Azerbaijan and who tend to regard the Government at Tehran not only as 
exploiters but as aliens too, If Russian policy has in effect tended to en 
the growth of an autonomist or even a separatist movement in Azerbaijan, this 

Id hardly be repugnant to the Soviet Government, 
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4. At first the Soviet authorities encouraged the Kurds, even to the extent 
of inviting several of the leaders to see the glories of Soviet Russia as found 
in Baku, Recently, however, they abandoved this policy, and it seems probable 
that the change was due mainly to the discovery that Soviet Russia had nothing 
to fear from Turkey and therefore would not need Kurdish help against the 

irks, though the Russians may also have been influenced by the fact that in 
of course of certain Kurdish "atrocities at Rezaich in the spring of 1942, 
the chief sulerers were the Turkv-apeaking Shias, Le, precisely the element 
which would necessarily be the nucleus of any movement against the Persiat 
Government if one should ever develop. This sudden abandonment of the Kurds 
after a period of cosseting is in complete accordance with the realistic nature af 
Soviet principles and recalls the crash with which, when President Roosevelt 
renewed diplomatic relations with Russia, the Soviet authorities abandoned, half 
finished, the film which was to have told the world of the horror of lynching 
in the United States, and left the American negro actors open-mouthed at this 


rude glee. 

5, The Russians have also taken up the Armenians and have so far shown 
no tendency to drop them. Reza Shah closed down the Armenian schools; 
Sawaz-al-Sultanah allowed them to be reopesed, and there is no doubt that this 
was done under pressure from the Soviet Embassy. Bashnaks, who were 
inclined to be pro-German, seem to have been brought to heel, and it would seem 
that most of the Armenians in Persia are now pro-Russian, at least, in the north 
Being a pervasive if small minority, their influence is considerable, and since 
they may well fear that the Persians would like to take revenge on the Christian 
minorities after the war, for real or alleged collaboration with the invader, they 
are likely to wish to retain the protection of the Soviet Government. 

6, In financial and economic affairs, the policy of the Soviet Government 
affords a striking contrast to our own; it has been fess frank and honest, yet it 
has possibly been a greater political success. When we were struggling for 
ont to secure, by straightforward weans, enough local currency Lo carry Ok 
the common war eort, the: Russians were’ acquiring rials by methods. which 
‘weakened the Persian Government but won private friends for themselves. In 
that they failed to a large extent to keep their promise to hand over Soviet 
gouds to the Persian Government against the large credit of about £500,000 
Which they had extortd, they helped to embarrass the Government and to increase 
inflation; but when they sold these goods to wholesalers or retailers or individuals 
‘at the market price, they not only benefited by the taxes or monopoly dues which 
‘ought to have gone to the Government, but they used a political weapon of great 

wer, since commodities such as sugar and piece-gonds are so scarce that any 

fornia who can sociire a supply is likely to regard the supplier with great 
favour. ‘There is little doubt that the Russians have secured many friends by 
this preferential treatment, while we, in our desire to assist the Persian 
Government and to prevent speculation and hoarding, have been stiff with the 

rrivate trader and have encouraged the concentration of essential goods in the 
ands of the Government, in the hope that this would lead to a fairer distribu- 
tion and to some check on the rise in prices. At the present time the Soviet 
authortis are paying customs dues on some goals which they import, bot not, 
itis believed, on all. 

7. The elfect of Soviet policy on the flow of supplies from the richer northern 
part ot Perna to les favoured parts of the country outside the Soviet zone has 

1 muuch debated, The Soviet authorities refer rather unctuously to their policy 
of non-interference, which is an implied criticism of British policy, Tt is a fact 
that whereas we have assisted the Persian authorities not only 10 collect wheat 
for local centres, but to obtain wheat for Tehran from some of those centres, 
thereby incurring at times the accusation that we were taking the wheat for 
ourselves, the Russians have dane nothing to encourage the local authorities i 
‘Azerbaijan to collect, the large surplus of wheat which might have furnished 
three or four-months’ supply of bread for Tehran, It was to be expected that 
this would win the favour of the boarders in Azerbaijan, and even of the ordinary 
inhabitant, who does not wish to be “exploited ” by the capital, but it has even 
redounded to the credit of the Russians in the very area which is half starved 
for lack of Azerbaijan grain, the argument being that the existence of larger 
food supplies in the Russian zone must be due to the greater humanity and 
forbearance of the Russians—or to British purchases of food in the south. Apart 
from the major question of the wheat of Azerbaijan, it is not easy to obtain 
positive evidence as to the policy of the Russians in regard to food-stufis, but T 
fm convinced that, although some acts of apparent obstruction have been due to 
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the trucalence of individual officers and to the fact well known to foreign officials 
in Soviet Russia, that there is always a Captain Ivanov who hasn't received 
any orders, the Russians have more than once held up exports of food-stuffs from 
their zone to Tehran when they wished to secare some concession from the Persian 
Government, and that they have prevented the export of sheep, ghi, eggs and 
‘other food-siufis and of charcoal, either to keep these commodities for their own 
consumption (at a relatively low price), or to maintain supplies for the local 
Population and to keep them content, 

5. It is difficult to believe that the recent offer of 25,000 tons of wheat by 
the Soviet Government to the Persian Government was not plauned with the 
object of jing us as well as securing credit for the Soviet Government. We 
had consulted the Soviet authorities in all matters relating to supple, and favited 
thet to sign the Food Agreement of December last, even though at the time there 
‘was no prospect whatever that they would, in fact, be able to supply any grain 
to Persia: yet they gave us no. notice that they Were going to fer wheat to 
Persia—au offer all the more improbable in that at that moment the Soviet 
authorities in Persia were pressing hard for the delivery in Azerbaijan of the 
balance of grain due under a contract which binds the Persian Government to 
supply the Sovit army with 5.000 tons of wheat and 15,000 tn of barley. The 
propaganda aim of the offer is evident from the fact that the Soviet authorities 
are ting on the delivery of the full amounts of wheat and barley, and 
that they will not allow the Persian Government to deliver to the Red Army in 

11, in settlement of the balance, Soviet wheat instead of Persian wheat. 

is perhaps not by accident that the Soviet offer was so timed that it 

reported in the press at the same moment as the report of the 

ing of a British hospital, complete with doctors, nurses and orderlies, for 
treatinent of Persian typhus patients, 

9. It seems that the great harm which British interests have recently 
suffered in Persia owing to the oil shortage is due in great part to the slackness— 
to use no harsher word—of the Soviet authorities, Nothing has injured our 
interests more than the shortage of kerosene and fuel oil which occurred in March 
and April. If the demand for kerosene has not been fully met, that is partly 
due to the fact that it has doubled because kerosene has hardly’ risen at all in 
Brice, whereas the prices of other kinds of foal have become proibitive;, but 
the demand for fuel oil, though it has also increased, has not increased to the 
samme extent, and the inability to meet it is due largely to short delivery by the 
Soviet authorities. ‘They undertook to bring in 130 tous of foe ol a day for the 
railways in February and March; they fell short of fulfilment by 1,100 tons in 
February and 700 tons in March, and to keep the railway running the Americans 
‘operating it seized 700 tons of fuel oil consigned to the A.1.O.C, and inteuded for 
civilian use. The feeling which the shortage has aronsed against the A.1.0.C. 
who are in no way responsible, and in general against the British, to whom is 
attributed everything that goes wrong outside the Russian zone, is intense, and 
‘will do us harm for many years to come. The failure by the Soviet, authorities 
to deliver the full quota of oil may have been due to force majeure, but the fact 
that the failure was Russia's and that, nevertheless, all the blame fell on the 


ALO.C. and His Majesty's Government cannot be expected to wring withers 50 
tough as those of the Soviet Government. 
4. It isnot ony in the matter of food supplies that we have doue most of 


the work and yet received all the blame. In dealing with suspects, the Soviet 
authorities have allowed us to work for the benefit of both the Allies, while 
themselves evading any responsibility in the matter, Being responsible for 
‘communications up to Tehran, it follows that we have to maintain security over 
some two-thirds of Persia. Whenever we have had dificlty with the Persian 
Government in this respect we have received no help from the Soviet Embassy, 
Qn one occasion, when we wished to establish the principle that the Persian 
Government must hand over to us at Sultanabad for interrogation aay suspects 
for whom we asked, the Soviet Embassy held aloof, and when we proposed to 
effect ourselves the arrest of several men who were concerned in a plot directed 
hot only against us but against the Russians also, and whose arrest we were afraid 
to entrust to the Persian Government, the Soviet Ambassador was quite unable to 
‘obtain any instructions from Moscow. The fear in which Russia 1s held suffices 
‘esa role to prevent any danger to Russian interests from Persians in the Russian 
fone, and if the Russian authorities have any suspicion of a Persian officer or 
official, the Persian Government are req to remove him, wh the ix 
transferred to the area in which the responsi is ours, Not only do the 
Fane saiaraloof from oar seaity policy and thereby expe any’ share in 
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the inevitable odium, but they even tried to secure our co-operation in dealing 
with some persons in Tabriz who were believed to be spreading pro-Germau, 
propaganda, This invitation was refused, 

11. In the time of Reza Shab, Soviet propaganda was kept under as 
effectively as in Nazi Germany. ‘There were no Soviet films; no Soviet propa- 
ganda—not even Soviet newspapers—could be sold: and a sharp eye was kept 
on rofugees from Russia, whether the fifty or sixty thousand-odd Persian subjects 
who migrated to Persia some seven years ago, oF the Soviet citizens who entered 
Persia from time to tine on the plea of escaping from Soviet tyranny. NOW 
several cinemas show different Soviet films at the same time, and there is & 
provincial service of Soviet films so lavish that we are unable to compete with it 
‘The Taxe newspaper in Russian has much about Russia, but almost nothing about 
tho British or American war effort, and it is followed in this respect by the 
Persian organ of the Tudeh party, which is undoubtedly supported by the Soviet 
authorities, This newspaper recently profited by an unimportant article in. an 
American paper to attribute imperialist aims to Great Britain and the United 
States, and to say how happy Persia coald be in the confidence that Soviet Russia 
harboured no such designs.” Another paper, whose owner confessed tous that he 
had been obliged to accept a present of newsprint from the Russian Embassy, 
immediately published an article about the export of sheep from the north, saying 
that the Russians would certainly allow it if they could be sure that the ineat 
‘was intended for Persian consumption. A third paper which has recently 
‘attacked x violently was run (it has since been suppressed) by a cynical black 
Inailor who pretends to have been converted to communism. It is difficalt to 
bolieve that such phenomena have not received the specific approval of persone 
in touch with the Soviet Embassy, and tore than one editor who has been 
allowed to buy newsprint from the Embassy has spoken of the pressure put upon 
him to induce him to write articles favourable to Russia, Other evidence of the 
existence of active Soviet propaganda ix hard to find, The oficial Soviet organisa 
tions seem to confine themee\ves to propaganda about the war aud about Soviet 
culture, though Hix Majesty's Conaul-General at Meshed has gained the impres- 
tion that the Soviet army is busily enguged in underground political propaganda. 
Chauffeurs who travel on convoy into anid out of the Soviet zone seem to be eager 
to report how much better conditions are there, and there is some reason to think 
that this is not spontaneous 

12, One advantage which the Russians enjoy in this country is the fear 
with which they are regarded by the Persians. It has not been forgotten that the 
Rusainn advance in tho 18th ceitury wax effected partly at the expense of Persian 
soversignty, and that but for the outbreak of the war of 1914 about one-half—and 
that the richer half—of Persia would sooner or later have become, if not part 
of Russia, at least in practice, a Russian protectorate. If the 
somewhat reassured by the treaty of 1021, the ruthlessness with which the Soviet 
Government exercisal its econamic power, ein closing the Caueasas to the 
Persian transit trade as a means of coercion, kept the old dread alive. More: 
‘over, although the behaviour of Soviet Russia until 1939 tallied with ite slogan 
“* We don't want an inch of anyone else's territory; we won't give up an inch of 
cour own,” the Soviet attitude, since 1939, towards Finland, Roumania, the Baltic 
States and Poland has tended to confirm the Persian's worst fears, Finally, the 
neatness and despatch with which the Soviet rulers dispose of malcontents in 
Soviet Russia, coupled withthe disappearance in Persia of « number af pernons 
of Caucasian origin who are believed, on good evidence, to have heen kidnapped 
by the Soviet authorities, suffices to’ keep the unheroie Persian in a state of 

pectful awe towards the Russians ‘This enables the Russians to do with 
mpunity things which they know will be kept secret out of fear, ¢.. to conclude 
an ontrageots contract for the manufacture of arms and ammunition by the 
Persian Government for the benefit of Soviet Russia, which requires an outlay 
by the Persian Government of over £2 muillion, though the price to be paid for 
the finished articles has not even been fixed and cannot in any case ever pay the 
Persian Government for that outlay. When the Soviet Ambassador made the 


required the execution of the contract for the supply of wheat and barley to the 
Soviet troops in Azerbaijan. Attacks on Great Britain have been frequent 
recently, but if Russia is ever mentioned it is with praise. Persian statesmen 
take this for granted and seem to consider it excusable and natural. ‘The Prime 
Minister tells me that he recently asked one of the leading journalists in Tehran 


a 


why he attacked the British and never the Russians, and that the man replied 
with surprise at being asked such a question : ‘* But the Russians are kidnapping 
Persians "The Poles are frequently attacked for bringing in typhus, 
and we for bringing in the Poles. Setting aside the fact that typhus is endemic 
in this country, it is typical that no Persian ever points out that it was in Russia 
that the Poles contracted typhus, and that their presence in Russia was no fault 
of theirs, 

13. It is a matter for surprise that the Soviet Government. accepted as 
meekly as any other Government the despotic régime of Reza Shah in Persta, with 
its complete ban on their propaganda activities. The Counsellor to the Soviet 
Embassy is credibly reported to have said recently that Soviet Russia is going 
to take a greater interest in Persia after the war. Two characteristics of the 
Russian attitude at present towards Persian affairs in general are their support 
of the Tudeh party and their demand for constitationalism with its emphasis on 
theirown non-tntervention, The Russians do in factintervenetothe extentof giving 
discreet support to the Tadeh party, whose founder, Sulaiman Mirza, ranks as a 
Sommunist, and of distributing newsprint to its newspaper and to other papers also 
The protection of the Tudeh party has in one case ran contrary to the principle of 
Ron-tntervention = the Persian Government wish to bring to Tehran for trial three 
men whom they allege to be criminals, but who also happen to have taken part in 
labour troubles at a factory at Shahi, in the Soviet zone. and the Soviet author 
ties refuse to permit this. ‘The Tudeh party is not very revolationary in its 
published statements. and it is often alleged that the Soviot authorities support 
Masa blind to cover more serious activities conducted underground. "The Se 
authorities might, however, well consider the strict application of constitat 
government in Persia, with its guarantees of freedom of speech and of the press, 
8 the best way of producing anarchy, as the preliminary to the setting up of 1 
Soviet form of organisation. In advocating strict adhesion to the const 
the Soviet Exbasxy must really have their tongue hard in the cheek: complete 
freedom ix all very well for countries other than Soviet Ruskia, until such met 
Appear as can get into power by means of this freedom and then create the 
necessary dictatorship. ‘There is po reason for us to think, from our contact with 
Russians here, that they have any illusions about Persian statesmen or officials 
OF journalist, or suppose that a * democratic” régime can work in this count 
and if they support democracy for Persia it is reasonable to think that the nin 
is not altogether disinterested. Nevertheless, if, as in probable, they are working 
hard in order to place in the next Majlis a considerable number of men professing 
extremist opinions they are arsisted, if not fully justified, by the crass selihness 
of the small possessing and ruling class in Persia and the vital need for an 
improvement in the conditions of the poorer classes 

14. If the Soviet authorities in Persia are trying to curry favour with the 
Persians, to make use of the press and to influence the elections, it ix possible that 
this of British intentions 


favoured position in this country. Tt is sometimes suggested, 
ty people who see at close quarters the misery which has resulted fram the 
Weakening of control since the abdication of Reza Shah, that we ought to have 
taken over the administration. These critics have perhaps not reflected that the 
adoption of this policy, apart from the absorption of a huge body of skilled British 
officials and the destruction of any hope of getting co-operation from the Persian 
authorities, would either have been opposed trenuonsly by the Soviet Government 
or would have been imitated in the Soviet zone with consequences which could 
hardly be favourable to our long-term policy in this country. The Soviet anthori- 
ties may have found cause for suspicion in the efforts we have made to assist the 
Persians, in order to keep the administration running for the sake of aid to 
and to alleviate the hardships of war out of humanity an 
obligations incurred under the Tripartite Treaty 
hostility of landlords and of many Persian officials 
Government to collect the wheat surplus 
kind in their area and have thus avoided 















































«2 


British and American members of the Road Transport Board have laboured 
incessantly to rationalise aud assist the civilian road transport of Persia, but the 


15. Tho Americans are perhaps no less an object of suspicion than the 
British to the Soviet Government and their representatives in Persia. The 
jot Government have so far refused to give their formal assent to the replace- 

i of the British operational staff on the Persian railways by Americans, 

Fh the change is obviously to the benefit of the Russias. since the Americans 
can provide a far larger staff and thus intensify the rate of the despatch of aid to 
Russia ‘There is, however, theoretiea! jushfication for the Russians’ refusal 

the proposed change does not sem to have been notified to the Soviet 
ment at the time either by the British or the United States Government; 
ut the hostility to the American advisers which the Soviet authorities are 
indoubtedly showing is. more difficalt to justify. ‘The Russians have even forced. 
‘out-of Tabriz an American who had been nent there by the Ministry of Supply 
to try to collect wheat, not only to feed Tabri« and Tehran, but also to fulfil the 
Persian Government's contract to supply 5,000 tons of wheat to the Soviet 
‘authorities, and they refuse to allow him to go back. From the British point of 
View the Americans are, perhaps, the sole hope of Persia. British and Russian 
advisers are ruled out for political reasons; advisers from the stnaller countries 
of Furope would not have the preatige to enforce attention to their advice, Tt 
‘our hope that the Americans may be able to collect around them a nucleus of 
tolerably Persian officials and to ensure that all officials should receive 
salaries above the level where bribery and embezzlement are nlmost inevitable. 
‘The Soviet opposition, which ix none the legs strong bectuse it is usually denied 
in public, is based on the argument which is in striking contrast to the eynical 
comments which are made on the Persian Government and administration in 
private by the Soviet Ambassador and other Soviet officials, that the Persians 
are quite capable of mannging their own affairs Some critics also argue that 
it is'a mistake for the Persians to hand over their affairs to foreigners after 
being free for twenty years, and there is evidence, which L accept as good, that 
they have even a that the Soviet Union is the place where the best officials 
are to be found. Tt seems probable that the prospect which we regard with hope, 
if not with optimism, the Russians regard with ill will, viz, that the American 
advisers may succeed in establishing an administration which will gradually 
tnake Persia more prosperous and contented and better able to. maintain ie 
independence. 

16. There is no doubt that whereas at the time of the occupation the 
Russians were regarded as barbarians eapable of any atrocity and we were looked 
"upon. with comparative favour, the postion is now versed in he popular mid, 
and if the richer classes have not changed their opinion, they dare not say #0 
openly. In only one respect, perhaps. is the new Soviet reputation in Persia 
deserved: the behaviour of their troops. They work their men nearly all the 
time, let them ont little, give them no money to get drunk on, and shoot them foe 
small offences; it has also been stated by a Soviet officer, in couversation with & 
British consular official, that the Saviet authorities provide the men. with 
regimental prostitutes disguised vaguely ae AT'S. “Among our own troops there 
is bound to be some drunkenness, especially when vodka is ensier to yet than 
ber, and there have been violent articles in the press om thie subject which tannot 
be dismissed! as baseless, Tt is unfortunate that the British soldier, who 
so many good qualities that the Persian lacks—honesty, good-humour, helpfule 
ness, consideration for anyone in distress—is unable to come into contact with 
the Persian on that level, but appears at best as a remote being with whom the 
Persian cannot communicate at all, and at worst as a drunken man and there- 
fore contemptible, for although the Persian will fuddle himself at home with 
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‘opium, he rarely takes too much to drink in public. At the present moment there 
is high feeling in Tebran becanse a few days ago five Persians, engaged in 
Stealing our military telegraph wire, were shot and killed by Indian troops. A 
Violent newspaper campaign on the subject had only heen checked by the 
Suppression of a number of newspapers. in deference to the protests. of His 
Majesty's Legation. Theft is thonght. little of among Persians, and even the 
Persian Government are so light-minded ns not to realise the heinousness of 
interrupting military communications; but what has added to the virulence of 
the criticism is the fact that the shooting was carried out by Indians, who are 
descrited as black, as slaves of the British, and so on. The Persian regards the 
Indian with a contempt which is quite unjustified, and there is reason to believe 
that our invasion of Persia in 1941 would have been much less unpopular had 
ye not humiliated * the Persians by using Indian troops to defeat chem. ‘The 
Soviet Government have used to invade and to occupy Northern Persia not only 
Russian troops but troops from States such as Armenia and Uzbekistan which 
fre, in fact, much more “slave "” to Moscow than India is to us, but this is never 
maile a ground of criticism. 

17. The Persians of the richer classes often express the fear that. the 
Russians will refuse to leave Persia after the war, ‘This fear seems to. me ill- 
founded. The Russians are not likely to be so clumsy as to bring upon themselves 
the accusation of imperialism by failing to execute the provision of the Tripartite 
‘Treaty which requires the Russian and British Forces to evacuate Persian 
territory within six months of the conclusion of hostilities. Should they wish 
o return later on, and feel strong enongh to defy world opinion, it would be ns 
easy to obtain a spontaneous request from Azerbaijan for their return as it was 
to xcoure a pro-Soviet plebiscite in Estonia in 1939. Tt can be taken for granted 
that the Russians will assert themselves more in Persia than they were content 
to do between 1924 and 1939; they will have established. their position a» one 
of the three greatest. Powers, and above all, they will have seen. by: close 
‘acquaintance what a fayourable ground for their activities the Persian people 

ford. Lenin laid down three conditions as necessary for a successful revolution : 
(1) a state of general corruption and decay ab ng the 
Mawes that a change would profit them, (8) the exis 
the masses capable of directing the revolution 
already found here : nothing could be more corrupt, more completely lacking in 
public spirit and statesmanship, than the Persian upper class; while the feeling 
must be growing—exacerbated it is true by war conditions which might be less 
facnte after the war—that any change mnst be for the better. The temptation 
Russia to fulfil the third condition, by providing the stnang party to direct 
revolution, would be very great copecially ne the miserable state of the countey 
would afford full moral justification for the annihilation of the system which was 
responsible for it. The prize would be attractive: not oniy the command of Persis, 
tvith its oil and its warm water ports, but access to an Tndia offering tinder some 
sort of self-government greater opportunities for penetration than at present, 
Tt would not be ax easy to “inspire.” the administration in Persia as the Soviet 
authorities seem to have done in Sinkiang for some years, Tehran being more 
in the public eye than Kashgar; but a party mucleus might be found among the 
many nds of people who ieft Russia as refugees within the last ten years 
‘or s0._ It is true that the Persian does not seem inclined by nature to communism, 
and that the immense inertia which has enabled him to emerge successfully from 
under so many conquests might be expected to make him recalcitrant to violent 


changes; but the combination of intense poverty and hardship with the offer of an 
AKtractive remedy should be very strong,” Moreover just as the German economic 


fand financial system fitted in very well with that of Persia, a0 the Soviet system 
of administration and its determined leadership provide the elements which 
Persia s conspicuously lacks. Finally, the Persian understands Soviet method: 
he is himself a liar and would fall in happily with the humbug of the Soviet 
régime; he is a coward, and respects force, It is a misfortune which has to bo 
ised, that Western liberal ideas mean little to a country like Persia, where 
those who held them have sooner or later to abandon them for lack of encourage- 
ment. Liberty and Deputies and a free press have landed Persia inn mess 
without creating that state of mind in which the individual can profit by what 
we have to teach. Unless the American advisers stay here for some years aud 
are given all the opportimities required to make their influence felt, it is difficult 
to see how a generation of Persians is to arise who can manage some form of 
government that will not d te either into anarchy or into an authoritarian 
‘régime. At the present moment the outlook for the Persian who is honest and 
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who believes in gradual reform (and there are such men), is dark. On the other 
hand, Soviet propaganda can offer a speedy solution. In'India we bope that the 
problem of the Hindu widow will be solved by the gradnal extension of liberal 
and humane ideas; a Soviet commissar would appoint one of the less merry 
widows to the local Soviet, and leave it to her to ensure the escape of other widows 
from domestic slavery as well as the observation of the child marriage law, the 
abolition of temple prostitution, and other reforms which at present seem s9 
far away. 
1S." It would seem that we shall have a difficult time in Persia after the 
war. ‘The resentment which the Persian feels against us dates hack to 1907, when 
we abandoned the réle which he had supposed to be permanent, viz. that of 
fighting the Russians to protect not only Turkey but Persin also, and endoavoured 
to limit Russian designs on Persia to the northern provinces not by arms hut 
by agreement, ‘This resentment was increased by the 1919 Agreement, which the 
'ersians, after initial acquiescence, eventually decided to regard as an attempt 
to establish some form of protectorate aver their country. To satisfy their 
resentment, and to evade responsibility for the conseqiences of their own 
cowardice, the Persians then invented the theory that we placed Reza Shab an 
the throne and, what is more absurd, kept him there for our own ends. They now 
have at least some shadow of justification for their resentment, in that we and 
tho Russians invaded their country when, as they consider, they bad given us 
tho cause; and since it is dangerous to show any feeling against the Russians, they 
Yent their spite on us. This is likely to manifest itself strongly 
in violent newspaper attacks against which we shall have no protection, 
the persecution of any: Persian subjects who tay be held to have helped us 
during the war, and in revenge on the A.LO.C. for being British, for 
having helped {8 the war effort and for having excaped from. the corrupt 
‘he attitude that Russia will 
has of British 
Tf we can 


intorest in any place so remote ns Persia, and the existence among the British 
ublic of a pro-Rusian feeling so strong and so blind that any British 
overnment will have to take it into account. Tn any case, to encourage Persian 
hostility to our interests in secret, while preserving outwardly a correct attitude, 
would be very for the Soviet Government. given the venality and the 
cowardice of most Persians. At the back of the Persian mind there used to be, 
and often still 1s, the feeling that in the end the British will have to support him 
against Russia. At tho. best he will continue to hold this belief, which will 


encourage him to act as irresponsibly towards us as he ix doing at the present 
moment; at the worst, he may conclude that we are never going to quarrel 
seriously with Russia about him and try to concifinte the Russians ax the more 


dangerous. Tn this he may be wise on a short view, since it is, in fact, not 
conceivable that we should ever fight Russia for the sake of Persia, though British 
People ae atl ob found who talk seriously of our keeping troops in the south 
of Porsin as a barrier against Russian penetration. If is to be defended 
against Russian domination, it ean only be dove as part of a wide system of 
co-operation, the foundations of which, we hope, have been laid by the twenty- 
year pact. Tussles of the type which prevailed between the 1907 Agreement and 
the outbreak of war in 1914 must be ruled out. Tt is a question whether we can 
count upon Persia to do much to maintain her own independence. Throughout 
the long period of despotic rule, which lasted until 1906, it is difficult to recall 
‘a ruler who was benevolent as well as capable, unless we go back to Shah Abbass, 
‘and that means going back to the time of Queen Elizabeth. On the other hand. 
Persia's brief period of parlimentary government has not encouraged opti 

in her friends. Tt is true that representative government has hardly had a fait 
chance on Persia; from 1906 to 1914 it was menaced by Russian encroachment 
in the northern provinces; from 1914 to 1924 it was embarrassed by the war and 
the confusion which followed; from September 1941, when Reza Shah abdicated, 
it has been hampered by the long disuse of the of self-government and 
by the steep rise in prices and other hardships which have accompanied, if they 
have not resulted from, the foreign occupation. Whatever the cause of the present 
conditions, however, it would be foolish to suppose that the prospects for the 
continued existence of a parliamentary régime in Persia are bright. ‘The form 


of government adopted by Reza Shah was probably well-suited to Persia—a 
Cabinet and a Parliament as a constitational facade, hut a strong hand in the 
tackground directing both; only he nullified the good he did by stupidity and 
t present there is no benevolent anvl capable dictator in sight, and even 
if there were and the people were prepared to accept him, it is probable that his 
Advent to power would be discouraged by the Soviet Government™-at least during 
the occupation. Much depends on the degree af success with which the American 
financial adviser wields the special powers which the Majlis, after dangerous 
delay, seem likely to confer on him. Tf that fails uhcre may be such confusion 
and poverty in Persia that the temptation to take the easy road and to fall in 
with Soviet ways will be great. The Persian loves his independence, but an 
independence which seemed to offer nothing bat a broadening down from 
‘embezzlement to embezzlement might in the long run cease to be attractive. For 
ur part, we must try to discover rulers less ve ive than most of 
those who at present attain to high office, and 0 adopt a policy 
of reform suitable to the human material to which it ix to be applied, Our mai 
‘obstacle will be that Soviet sympathisers can offer a thore glittering prize a 
play upon the baser Persian qualities. Meanwhile, 
in comparison with ourselves, & popmlarity 
taken into account as a very serious factor—the moro serious in that the 
stances which have created this popularity at our expense will make it diffic 
to redress the balance. It is tragic to learn from General Hurley, the personal 
representative of President Roosvelt in the Middle Enat, that among those wh 
fury busy to praise tho Russians and to criticive the British are so 
the American forces 
the disease. The mi deep eater, 
an on ane aide and of the Soviet people 
fand régime on the other: and it proximity of 
Rassia to this country, Tt must not be however, that there is no possible 
of at least no means of alleviation. ‘There is Persian inertia, which will 
tegin to exercise its full passive force when once the Soviet troops haye left the 
mntry, ‘This will affect more or les even Persians born in Russia and now 
“refugees in Persia, whom the Russians might wish to wee ax leadern of the 
revolution. Fear of Russia is very strong in the Pervian, but when the Soviet 
troops have gone there will at leaai be talk, if tiot critical articles, about Soviet 
‘commnorcial methods during the war, the iniquitous trations factories agreoment 
and the humbug of the Soviet offer of wheat. If Persian independence is 
teriously menaced, the Persians will turn in the first place to Great Britain for 
sympathy and assistance, though, ax T have said, the remedy would have to be 
sought Hot in a local tussle but within the wider framework of world socurity 
In the south of Persia, where the British have heen known for penorations, we 
still enjoy much respect and goodveill, and although a tendency has Ieen found 
fs far south ax Shiraz to blame us for the present miseries on the ground that 
we aro all-powerful and could prevent them if we wished, this feeling may 
Giminish if the erisi« abates. aud it already bas as & counter-weight the general 
tion of the relief work which is being done in the south, mainly through 
His Majesty's consular officers, in the name of the Anglo-Persian Relief Society 
‘The various forms of annoyance which the British are accused of afflicting on the 
Persinne—the oil shortage, the lack of transport, the high prices—will caase or 
be mitigated, and if they are not forgotten they may perhaps come to be regarded 
fas attributable to the Rassians as much as to us. The best kind of British 
ropazanda will survive the war—that of the British Council. ‘There is an 
Fnmense demand for a knowledge of English as the coming world language and 
fas the key t0 4 literature which the Persian is able to appreciate, and this should 
‘enable us to reach the younger generation, where, if anywhere in Persia, some 
sparks of character and honesty will be found. 


because it resides in the nature of the 


1 have, &. 
R. W. BULLARD. 
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(1B 9087/1/35) No. 1 


Kachange of Letters, dated the 24th May, 1943, between Sir William Fraser, om 
behalf of the Anglo-Lranian Oil Company (Limited), and M. F. Noury 
Esfandiary, Oil Delegate of the Persian Government in London—(Receieed 
in Foreign Office the th May.) 


aw 
‘Sir W, Fraser to M. F. Noury Exfandiary. 


Dear Excellency, 24th May, 193. 

MY colleagiies and T have given the most careful thought to your letter of 
the Sixt December, 142, informing me of the instructions received by you frou 
tho Imperial Persian Governmeat 

‘The company agreed in the early part of the preeat war to make extra 
payments over the sums due under the terms of the con without any 
prejudice whatever to the articles thereof, the company having always carried out 
faithfully all its concessional obligations. This was done solely with a view to 
giving assistance to. the Imperial Government in the exceptional cinumstances 
Ereated by the war in Europe and the arranyement included a stipulation that 
ite duration abould be limited 10 the period up to the ead of 141 and that 
payments made were ontwith the concession and would not affect ite terms oF 
‘cruate a precedent, 

My company also undertook to confer with a view to reaching an arrangement 
‘agreeable to both parties in regard to the period after 141, and ls, moreover, most 
anxions to fostor the spirit of goodwill towards Persia, where we have worked 
for so many years and will work for many years to come under the concessiol 
agreement of 183, Therefore, a+ an arrangement quite apart from the conceasion, 
Tam glad to be able to inform your Excellency that the Hoard has authorised 
me to ageee Uhat with effect from the Int January, M2, the company will make 
up the ss due on account of royalty tonninge, divi ion, taxation 
anid gold premium to Four Million Poands Sterling (£4,000,000) in total ln respect 
of each year ending the Bist December in which the um payable under 
articles 10 and 11 of the concession ahould figure, up to and 

the year in which hostilities Letween the United Kingdom and both 
ny and Italy cease da a result of the conclusion of a general armistice; ot, 
if armistices are concluded with those Powers separately, the year in which the 
later armistice ia concluded. Thereaftor all payments to be made by the company 
shall be regulated hy the terms of the concession. 
sincerely 


W. FRASER, 


M.B. Noury Befandiary to Sir W. Frawr. 


Imperial Persian Delegation to the 
Anglo-Iranian Oit Company (Limited 

Dear Sir William, ih May, 1043, 
TAM writing w acknowledge, with thanks and appreciation, receipt of your 
lettor of the 26th May, 1943, T note with satisfaction your concurrence in the 
‘arrangement set out therein, which I have pleasure in confirming on bebalf of my 

Government. 
Yours sincerely, 
¥. NOURY ESFANDIARY. 
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(B).—Intelligence Summaries. 
[TB 2148/10/34) No. 16. 


: Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Eden.—(Received April 14) 
(Xo. 115), 

HIS Majesty's representative presents his compliments to His Majesty's 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and has the honour to transmit 
Herewith a copy of Intelligence Summary No. 12 for the period the 17th to 
23rd March, 1943, compiled by the military attaché to this legation. 


Tehran, March 24, 1943, 


Enclosure in No, 19, 
Beoret.) 


Military Attaché’s Intelligence Summary No. 12 for the Period March 17 to 23, 
104s. 


Persian Affairs. 


jornment has at last plucked up courage to ordor the suppression 
of two badly offending newspapers, but it still appears to be fearful of the press, 
the Deputies and public criticiam. ‘The vested interests are mobilising their forces 
to oppose the grant to Dr. Millspaugh of the special powers proposed by the 
Government (we Summary No. 11/43, paragraph 1). Some agitation still goos on 
against the Government's announced intention of re-establishing itx authority in 
Fara and in the tribal areas generally, which ia not without eflect on some uiembers 
Of the Government. This agitation has at least brought. into prominence the 
problem of the tribes and the necessity for a clearcut tribal policy which will 
preserve such value as they have while resteicting their predatory habits, The 
‘of Abmad I'tebar ax Mivister of Agriculture tas dixappointed thon 
for an energetic agricultural policy which might include some measures 

to encourage the Lribes to settle. 


Reonemiie 
‘The Anglo-Iranian Financial Agreement which was signed in Ma 

(woo Suminary No. 22/42, paragraph 11) is now before the Majlis for ratification, 

in the course of his speech in justification of the agreement, MM. Bader, Minister 

of Industry and Commoree, who was Minister of Finance when the mgreement. wax 

tignoth gave the following particulary of transaction in ering during the 
pine mate half months from the 28th May,1*42, to the 10th March, 1943 
£ Sterling, 


Purchases of sterling from the Allies 15,259,512 
Purchases of sterling from other sources: 5,004,710. 


‘Total x 25,204,209 


Sales of sterling by the banks 138,106,782 
Purchase of gold from the Bank of Rnghan 1,995,258 
Purchase of 120 tons of silver 663,053 
Commercial engagements 1,546,535 
Value of gold still wo be delivered by Great 

Britain 2 5,288,553 


Total 4 22,000,176 


Balance sterling holdings of Government om these 
transactions a : 


064,054 (vie) 


To this must be added a sum of €2342.656 held by the Treasury-General, 
making a total sterling holding of £3.006,702. 


[26135] ra 
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The value of imports from Allied countries (exeluding Russia) for the year 
October 1941 to September: 1042 was — 


Cereals say yi 
Sugar 161,229,000 
Tea S488'878,000 
Picce-goods 92'569,000 
yres 7 oe et. 5.308.000 
Motor vehicles 10,461,000 


Total (692,036,000 


The debate on the Bill wave rise to some criticism of the level at which the 
vial g exchange had been fixed. Comparison with the wore onerous terme 
of the draft, Russo: Pers ancial Agreement, which had beon debated if 
necrot session a few days proviously, has probably induced a greater readiness to 
ncvept the British Agrooment. 

'3. A Bill has been laid before the Majlis to authorino tho inno of tax-free 

easury bonds to the limit of 500 million rials. It is understood that these are 
to bo short-term bonds, though neither the term nor the interest has yet been 
settled, ‘The same Bill propoacs to authories Ube increase of the amount of coin 
of low denomination now jn cireulation from 54} million rials to 75 million rials. 

4, An accident on the railway which held up traffic for a few days nearly 
produced another bread crisin in Tehran, which had boon living to a large extent 
‘on. the wheat arriving daily by rail from the Persian ( Tn Kermanshah 
conditions have slightly improved. ‘Tabriz had heen reduced on the 10th March 
toa rmorve of two dayn’ supply, but there ix ample wheat in the province, which 
is beng provonted from reaching Tabriz party by dificultios of tranyport and 
fry ty intrigues to discredit the American representative of the Ministry of 
‘ood and to fores the Government to purchase on the black market Unusually 
oot rains, which have been fairly widespread, have raised hopes of a. good 

vest, but this hax not yet had much noticeable effect on the amount of wheat 
‘offered for wale, 


Press 

5. ‘The prew continues ite attacks on Groat Britain and its incitement of 
the poor. Two papers have been supreme, ad itis probable that this wil have 
tho effect of modifying the virulence of the remainder. 


A ppointments—Ciril. 
6, Ahmad I'tebor, Deputy for Burajird, to be Minister of Agriculture. 


Persian Army, 


7. ‘Tho Majlix has sanctioned orders being placed in America for equipment 
for the memy up to a limit of 2,100,000 dollars, and for the gendarmerie up toa 
fimit of 2,460,000 dollars. ‘This i to cover equipment recommended ns necessary 
hy the Amorican advisers to the army and the gendarmerie ‘The priteipal items 
for the army are motor transport, tyres and spares, signalling equipment, 
modical, veterinary, engineering and office stores, clothing and equipmen 
for the gendarmerie motor transport, motor eyeles. signalling equipment, clothing 
and eqn 

8, The Military Service Bill (wee Summary No. 27/42, parageaph 5) has 
heen passed by the Majlis after much deliberation and argument, The final text 
is not yet available. 


Appointmente—Military. 

9. Sarhang Faridunfar to be Commander of the Gendarmerie in Khorassan, 
Geran Internal Seourity. 

10. A demonstration against high prices and the alleged shortage of bread 
was inade recently at the offices of the Governor-General in Tabriz. There is 
ground for suspicion that it was staged hy the Governor-General himself with the 
Object of discrediting the American representative of the Ministry of Food and 
‘of gotting permission from the Government to undertake himself the feeding of 
the town by purchases on the black market to the benefit of himself and his 
brother-landlords. 
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Western Azerbaijan. 
11. The Kurds are still opposing the establishment of gendarmerie posts 
hot they regard a= Kurdish territory. In one instance, after a. Aght had 
Gccurred between Kurds and gendarmes, the Soviet Cousul accompanied the 
Persian commander and persuaded the Kurds to allow the establishment of 
the post. 

Fars, 

12. General Shahbakhti sent a summons to Nasir Qashgai to come to 
Shiraz, guarantecing him safety and a fair hearing. Nasir has, as usual, played 
for time, asking for three weeks’ delay to allow him to consult other chiefs with 
whom be had’ sworn alliance. The Government's instructions to Goneral 

ace operations for the occupation of 
Firnzabad without further parleying with Nasir. Gene dbbakhti is, 
However, still immobile for tack of transport for this operation and for the 
Hushire to Shiraz. Meauwhilo, Nasit 

i the Majlis warning 
them ‘that. all to rise to dofer 
themselves agai longer able to hol 
them back, ‘Thix created #0 with property in Fars, but it 
is belioved that the Government was not peraaaded to alter its policy, Of the 
tribes specifically mentioned by Nasi aa being on the point of rising, the 
Mamassani are roliably reported to have sent messages signod by seven of th 
Khans representing the three sections to Shahbakhti to assure him of their 
Jovalty, and Hussein Qui Rustami, of the same tribe, who is to some extent an 
‘outlaw, has also made overtures of subinission, 


Persian Baluchistan. 

13, In tho recent drive for collection of apms from lawless tribes in M 
about 450 rifles were confiscated, of which about half were ~303 and G 
Mausors and the remainder Martinis and muzzle-loaders, 


Russian A fairs, 

14, For some time past the Russians have bean showing inereaaing distihe 
of the presence of British and Americans in Azerbaijan, The Americans have 
found much reluctance on the part of the Russians to allow American transport 
Organisations to operato in the Russian zone. ‘The American ropresentative in 
Tabriz of the Ministry of Rood, who during hin stay there was not given even 


Bretence of suppor by the Russians, hus vow had to Jeave, having been informed 


that the period of his permit had expired 

15. ‘Hie Majesty's Consul-General at Tabriz reports that there ix a 
considerable and increasing congestion at the railway enclomre of supplies 
Gronght to Tabriz by road for Russia, due apparently to lack of rail transport for 
its onward jouruey. This congestion is likely to grow worse as conditions improve 
on the road from Kazvin to Tabriz; they bave latterly been «0 bad owing to heavy 
‘show an to limit to 4 cousiderable degree the flow of road transporL. Supplies 
fare now also reaching Kazvin faster than the Russians can clear them, 80 that 
fin accumulation is piling up there also. 

16. _ A Persian paper which is supported by the Soviet Embassy has recently 
been making statements whose object appears to be to give credit to Russia at 
the expense of Great Britain. For example, it challenged the mggestion made by 
‘another paper that credit should be given to the BB. spiring the present 
illoged struggle between progressives and reaction Again, in am article 
suggesting that British and American post-war policy might lead to an extension 
of the system of mandates to include Countries like Persia, the paper expresses 
Telief that Soviet Russia is one of the signatories of the Tripartite Alliance, since 
she had consistently shown good feeling towards the Persian people, and by her 

\ctions of the past twenty-five years and through the speeches of Stalin had 

Convinced the Persian people of the Soviet's concern for the independence of 

Persia, ‘These sentiments may not have been inspired by the Soviet Embassy; 
i dite merely to the editor's wish to earn his subsidy. This 
iathises with Russia on the absence of a second front, 


Russi 
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(E 2249/110/34) No. 16. 


‘Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Eden—(Reevived Aprit 19) 
(No. 187) 
HIS Mi ompliments to His Majesty's 
Principal Sooretary of and has the honour to transinit 
rowith 1 copy of Intelligence ry No, 13 for the period of the 24th to 
0th March, 193, compiled by the military attaché to this legation 


Tehran, March 30, 1943. 


Enclosure in No. 16, 
(Seoret.) 
Military Actaché’s Latelligence Summary No. 18 for the Period 
March 24 to 30, 1948, 


Persian Afjairs 

Politioat. a 

THE Now Year holidays covered most of the last week, with the result that 
thore was little political activity, On the other hand, there was little of the 
usual lighthearted festivity, and indeed the poor had little cause to be festive. 
Unuatally sustained beavy rain in Tehran had demolished a number of the mud 
Houses it the poor quarters of the twa, oil was ail wars, bread noe too 
plentiful, and everything in the Way of pleasures far beyond ‘the reach of the 
Poor. The prs tak the opportanity to atros the hardahipe Persia was aulering 
from Allied exploitation. The Shaly aud the Prime Minister broadeast to the 
nation. ‘The Shah confined. himself to good wishes, piows hopes for the future, 
‘an exhortation to be patriotic and brave, and an expression of hix conviction that 
the products of industey and agriculture should be more evenly divided. The 
Prime Minister's apecch had more meat. Hie streoed that Persia could not, hope 
to escape some inevitable hardships of war or to presceve unchanged the 
conditions of peace. Persia must be prepared to make sacrifices with her Allies, 
‘and tho individual to surrender some of bis liberty. ax all in the great democracies 
had willingly vabmitted to severe rest stators, hoarders, speculators 
‘and all those trying to turn the conditions produced by the war to their personal 
Prot were enetios of the Goontey.. The well-being of Persia lay in etrengtbon ing 
Tien with rent Beitain and Rusia, and those who attempted to create discard 
wore acting against the intorests of Persia, Prrsia, be claimed, had given great 
assistance to the plans of the Allies, but she would ot get the reward she had 
‘earned unless she went the whole way in co-operation with the Allies, He was 
ow making plans to enaure fod wopplies to reduce prices, prevent hearding and 
improve order and security. ‘The hreadeast should have a good effect on those 
who believe that the Prime Minister is capable of sincerity 


Beonomie. 

2 Grain has beon reaching Teliran in sufficient quantities to maintain 
minimum requirements of bread. During the first seven days of March the 
amount of imported grain that reached ‘Tehran was 687 tons of wheat, 48 of 
Eig cae M4 of millet, and of local grain 219 tons of wheat and 31 of barley. 
‘The bad condition of roads resulting from heavy rain and snow has seriously 
affected. collections of grain. Kermanshah had on the 26th March less than a 
‘work's supply and required 2,000 tons from other sources than its own to make 
up the debit till next harvest, In Shiraz the deficit is estimated at 2.500 tons. 

3, Dr, Millspangh has caused consternation by announcing that he intends 
to balance his budget for the coming year, This will require both drastic cutis 
down of expendithre and heavy increase of taxation, as in the year now e 
expenditure greatly excoeded revenue, the deficit having been made up by 
borrowing from the National Bank. 


Appointments—Ciril. 
4. Zain-ud-Abedin Rahnama (F.O. : 171; M.A. : 287) to be Under-Secretary 
of State in the Secretariat of the President of the Council 


Persian Army, 


5. If Dr. Millspaugh has his way regarding the balancing of the budget 
(see paragraph 3 above), General Ridley and Colonel Schwarzkopf will have to 
Tecast their schemes for the reorganisation of the army and the gendarmerie. 
Dr. Millspangh is at present saying that the maximum provision that, will be 
available for the army is the sum sanctioned in the last budget, viz., 
700 million rials. 


Internal Security. 

Fars, 

6, Action in Fars by General Shabbakhti still hangs fire owing to his 
of transport. ‘The delay not only adds to the difficulties of achieving a sat 
factory settlement, but is damaging to the already low prestige of the 
Government. British prestige is also now affected since it ix now wll, known 
that His Majesty's Logation has pressed for the elimination of Nasir, that 
‘assistance was promised by British military authorities, and that @ liaison officer 
representing General Headquarters, Persia and Traq Force ixin Shiraz, who the 

plo of Fars are beginning to say in there to endeavour to ensure that British 
policy is carried out, The prolonged winter may have delayed the migration of 
the tribes, but they are likely soon to be on the move and insecurity muy increase 

7. Nasir Qashgai’s cousin, Amir Hussein Salar Afkham, whose father at 
various times replaced Nasir's father ax Hkhani of the Quahgni, is supporting 
Gonoral Shahbakhti, and. is hhix influence to separate the sub-tribes fram 
Nasir. He recently told His Majesty's Consul at Shiraz that the Kalantars of 
the Darashuri had recently assured him that they dixawociated themselves from 
any activities against the Goverument ex! their support to Shahbakbti 


Salar Afkham’s family suffered consid m the hands of Naxir’s fathe 
and they are very hostile to Nasir. ncle Ali Salar Hishmat 


Dashti and Tangistan. 

8, Dissensions have broken out among the khane of Daxhti and Tangistan. 
This is no unusual condition, Tt ix not inopportune at the moment. as it should 
provent any effective eupport of Nasit Qash 


Weatern Averbatjan 

9. His Majesty's Consnl-General report cident that, ix probably the 
satne as that mentioned in Summary No. 12/43, paragraph 11, His information 
is that a band of about 400 Shekak Kurds surrounded the village of Kahriz 
intending to loot. The Soviet Consul accompanied some Persian officers to parley 
with the Kurds, who angued that they were not, Persian mubjocts 


Tragi Affaire 
10, Abbas Ali Mehdi has orrived in Tehran as Traqi Minister 


British Affairs 
11, Sir Ronald Storrs has been in Tehran on a visit. 


Tehran, Mareh 30, 1943. 





(B 2333/10/34) No. 17 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr, Eden—(Received A prit 22) 

(No. 140) z f , 3 

HIS Majesty's representative presents his compliments to His Majesty's 

Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and has the honour to transinit 

horewith a copy of Intelligence Summary No. 14, for the period the $1st March 
to the 6th April, compiled by the military attaché to this legation 


Tehran, April @, 1948. 


(26155) 
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Enolesare in No, 17. 
(Seoret,) 


Military Atiaché's Intelligence Summary No. 14 for the Period March $1 10 
‘April 6, 1943, 


Persian Aifoirs 

Political, Li 

THE atmosphere is disturbed. ‘The Government has shown no firmness 
in dealing with the agitator or with a very subversive press, although a few of 
the worst papers have been suppressed. ‘The discontent of the lower classes is 
being fanned; the ‘Tudeh party. continues to acquire adberents: ad. there ix 
anxiety lest the agitation should lead to strikes and sabotage by workers and 
Poasats, "Now political parties are springing up. usaally clauitng Yo represent 
‘Youth and the working clases, and the Government has felt obliged to authorise 
tho Military Governor to probibit all political meetings in Tehran. Critiiem 
of the British in the press and in popular talk continues: and a rather bitter 
attack was made in the Mnjlis, which was, however, well answered by Taday 
the M a of Pood, 1 he Tudeb told 

2. There is reported to be a split in the Tudeh party, one section following 
the original founder, Abbas Iskattdari, and diseeatlonts betsy led. by hia one 
Traj Iskandari, and Sa nan Mirza. The latter section is said to object to the 
incfusion in the party programme of m xtatemont to the effect that the party in 
national and hns as ono of its objects the preservation of the independence of 
Porsia, 

3. The Queen Mother and the Princesse Shams (sister of the Shab) have 
returned from their viit to Hype 


Beonomie, 
4. Dr. Millspaugh’s first monthly report ix of interest. Tn a review of 
Porsian economy in revent years he notes the decline of agriculture, the excessive 
urbanisation, the lack of progres in hygiene, the extravagant growth of 
administrative organisations resulting in a apendthrift expenditure, and the 
racdual demoralisation of character that resulted from all power atid initiative 
boing in the hands of a few. On tho other hand, he gives eredit for the 
construction of rail (roads, the development of commorce and the 
foundation 1 commenting on the rise in the cost of 
living he points out that it ix due only in part to the inflation caused by the 
heavy expenditure of the Allies in rials: it is also due to unbalanced budgets, 
which neowitated heavy borrowings by the Gorerament from the National Bank 
to tho weakness of the Government, which, on the one hand, occasioned a ack 
‘of confidence in the cover for the note issue, and on the other, took no adequate 
meastires for the sabilixation of prices; and to speculation and hoarding. » The 
indebtedness of the Government in January 1043 was 3,400 million rials, whereas 
in March 1942 it bad been less than 2b million, The revenue during’ the first 
uuine months of the Persian year 1821 (the 21at March, 1942-20th March, 143} 
showed « decrease of 672 million rials in comparison with the same period of 
tho provious year, while for the sume periods expenditure showed an increase 
million rials ‘The measures which he proposed to advise as remedies 


of taxes with a ‘withdrawing paper currency from 
jon and reducing it im the budget 
(¢) Reduction of national expenditure and cessation of borrowing from the 
National Bank. 
(2) Development of agriculture and industry 
fe) Tacomas ct teeta as far oa trapaper? nid alow, 
(/) The more equitable distribution of imported goods 
(y) Sale of the State lands, 
{h) ‘Tinportation of gold. 
(@) Sale of metal comm against paper money. 


} tion of prices and rationing of necessities of life 


3 

Items of Interest. 
6. Typhus, which is endemic in Tehran, has now become epidemic on a 
serious scale, No accurate figure of the number of cases is obtainable, but it is 
estimated at from 15,000 to 30,000. The Persian Government finds itself short 


of hospital accommodation and equipment, and improvised hospitals are being 
fet up in various Government and foal buildings, and the Majlis has sanctioned 


& credit of 5 million rials for necessary expenses. The Commander-in-chief, 
Persia and Iraq Force, has authorised the use of an Indian General Hospital for 
Persian typhns patients. There are less serious epidemics at Kerman, Zahidat 
Meshed and other towns of Persia. 

7. An aircraft of the Persian Ministry of Posts and Telegraphs, flying on 
the regular mail service from Bagdad to Tehran, crash-landed between Khanakin 
and Kermanshah. Two of the occupants were killed and three wounded, 


A ppointments—C 
8.—(i) Dr. Muhammad Sajjidi (FO. 
Bank. 
(ii) Nasir Quli P'vemadi, to be an Under-Secretary of State in the Prime 
Minister's Office 
{iii) Colonel Mustafa Dadfar, to be a Director of the Bread Department in 
istry of Food 


to be Director of the Mortgage 


Internal Seourity, 

Western Azerbaijan. 
9, His Majesty's Vice-Consil in Tabriz, who recently toured in Woxtern 
Arerbaijan, reports that there is considerable anxiety lest the Kurds should this 
ring repeat their depredations of last year. They are buying arms wherever 
wy can With the large profits mado from the sale of grain’ in‘Traq and on the 
Dlack market in Persia. ‘They oppose the establishment of posts of Persian 
Bendarmeric in tribal territory, but in some cases have been forced by Russian 
Pressure to agree, They have been raiding across the Turkish frontier and in 
‘one raid carried off 2.000 sheep, of which 200 wore recovered and returned by 
the Russians. His Majesty's Vice-Conwal i of opinion tha, if the Russians make 
plain their disapproval of Kurdish lawlessness, serious disorder this spring need 

hot be feared. 


quiet and vo information has yet boon received 

that General Shahbakhti has yet made any eflective move against, Nasir Qashyai, 

Tho nature of the problem has already changed with the arrival of spring, Those 

Rersiaus who favour strong measures. against Nasir are wow being accused of 
ing unpatriotic pawns of British policy. 


Bakhtiari. 

11. A report has been received that Abal Qasim and his followers have 
forced the evacuation of a Persian military post at Tzeh (Malamir), ‘The delay 
in desling with the situation in Fars is having a bad effect on the tribal situation 
everywhere in South Persia 


Russian A (fairs. 


12_A Russian officer in Meshed stated to His Majesty's Vico-Consul that 
fpimeSpiti airraft had arrived in Meshed in February for the training of 

inn pil 

IS. -A note on Soviet influence in Persia is attached to thie summ 

14. His Majesty's Vice Consul in’ Tabriz recently visited - Western 
Averlijan and gained the impression that the Russians were now regretting 
the encouragement they had given to the Kurds in the early days of their 
‘cccupation. They were now appreciating the necessity for settled conditions in 
Western Azerbaijan and for the maximum production of food-stufls.. They were 
hot, however, willing to allow the Persian Government to maintain adequate 
forces in that area for the maintenance of order and limited even the size of 
Posts. Bat they were using their moral influence to assist the Persians to keep 
the Kurds in order, and on more than one occasion they had demonstrated their 
Support of the Persian authorities by sending Russian officers to accompany 
Persian officers to insist on the Kurds complying with Persian demands. They are 
suspicious of any indication of British influence among the Kurds of Western 
Azsrtaijan, and the suggestion that a man isa British agent is enough to ensure 

arrest. 


























ory 
American Interests 


15. An Irano-American Society has been formed for the encouragement of 
sovial relations. ‘The president is Hassan Isfandiari, the President of the Majlis, 
and the vice-president is the American Minister 


Polish Affairs 
16, The number of civilian Polish refugees still in Persia is :— 


In Tehran = 10,071 mon, women and children. 
Isfahan: 1,911 men, women and children 
Ahwax: 3,971 men, women and children, 


Total: 16,853 men, women and children, 


Soviet Influence in: Persia, 


1. ‘There has been recently a very noticeable change in the sentiments of the 
Porsian people towards Russia. Clower contact with Russians and experience 
in Russian methods have already done much to modify the conception, hitherto 
popular ainong the masses, of Russia as a bogy and of Hussians as brutal savages. 

the generally admirable discipline of Russian troops in Persia, their good 

behaviour towards the people, their professed sympathy with the lower classes, 
their advertined contentment with their own wyntem, the yood relations 
apparently existing between officers and mon and the obviously magnificent 
tivtale of the Russian people have greatly affected preconceived ideas of the 
Soviot ayntors, The Russians are at paitis to bring to the notice of the Persian 
people their cultural activities. There are in Tehran two well-stocked Russian 
tore, technical hand: 

exhibition 

Somewhat 

tare also. much in 

ly sympathetic interest 

ples of the Soviet aystem, and a courageous few even 

dare to advocate the adoption in Versin of ome at Laat ofits practic. This it 
the more noticeable in that communism ix generally repugnant to the Persian 


people, both poor and rich. 
2 Tho less frightful Russia is to the masses the m 
became to the propertied clames. A sitmation seems 10 be develo 
masses may draw closer to Russia and the propertied classes co 
h, Great Britain, Indeed, Russia is alrendy 


ing looked to 


Sy Bo 


the peasants have plenty; in those parts of Persin unfortunately deprived of 
Russian influence the poor are starving, while the British put large sums into the 
pockets of contractors, who exploit the worker and corner the people's food for 
fale to the British for consumption or export. That the Russians also consume 
‘and export considerable quantities of local produce has little effect on Persians 
outside the Russian zone, since there ix alleged to be suflicient left for the people 
of their zone; and the fact that the usual surpluses from the Northern Provinces 
have not reached Tehran this year is blamed by the public more on the alleged 
British monopoly of civilian transport than on Rossian obtructivenc, ‘There 

_ however, reason to believe that the people living in the Russian zope are not #0 
convinced of their good fortune as Russian propaganda would lead others to 
helieve, 

‘2 It would be unreasonable to suppose that the spread of these ideas is 
displeasing to the Russians oF that they do not give thom discreet encouragement, 
Whatever port-war objects the Russians have in view, it is unlikely that they 
will deliberately forgo the opportunity of paving the way for an increase of theif 
political influence in Persia, even if it is only as a defensive measure against the 
Apread of British influence’ That the Russians remain intensely suspicious of 

itish (and American) designs in North Persia, sud even possibly in the 
‘aucasus, seems to be indicated by their recent request for an explanation of ouF 
construction of landing grounds in North and East Persia, by the increasing 


® 


ifficulty experienced in obtaining passes for British officers to visit Azerbaijan, 
by their refusal to allow the Americans to operate convoys in the Russian 20u¢ 
and by the gradual extension southwards, although not as yet to any great extent, 
of their military posts. It might be unwise to interpret other Russian moves, 
such as the reopening of consulates in South and East Persia, their recon. 
he Perso-Afghan frontier, their recent scientific expedition of 

muth- West Persia, their opposition to the grant of authority to 

American advisers in Persian administrations, the contract for the manufacture 
Of arms whereby Russia may acquire a partial control of certain factories and 
industries, the increasing interest they ane taking in economic, political and 
tribal conditions in Central and South Persia, as steps in a far-reaching political 
plan; there are other reasonable explanations, But there is little doubt that the 
Position of Russia in Persia after the war is likely to be considerably more 
advanced, much more closely in contact with important British interests, such 
‘as India, the Persian Gulf and the Anglo-Persian oil-fields, than before the war, 

4, Conditions in Persia to-day are such that the masses will incline towards 
anyone who appears to sympathise with their sufferings; there is a growing dis- 
content among the lower classes against the landowners and the masters of 
industry; the contrast between rich and poor is increasingly shameful; in most of 
the towns the conditions of the lower classes is appalling, lacking food, clothing, 
medicines and education; in many rural districts it ix not much better, "Russia is 
eredited with sympathy for the masses; Great Britain is accused of callousness 
towards their sufferings. Persians have undoubtedly suffered from the Allies’ 
Utilisation of the country’s communications, from their large demands for 
‘currency and from their purchases of food-stuffs, and that being wo it hax not beer 
difficult to persuade the mass of the people that all their ills are the effect of the 
actions of the Allies. But, somehow, Rossin escapes much of the blame. — Con- 
ditions are relatively better in the Russian zone. which is, in wny caso, small 
‘compared with the rest of Persia, which sees only British and American control 
it is Groat Britain who restricts imports and controls the railway that, should 
Tring goods and oil from the Gulf; it is the U.K.C.C. who monopolinos the civil 
transport in the greater part of Persia, Tt ik the British Minister who has had to 
tako te lead in bringing presmare on the Persian Government to satiaty Allied 
demands, 

5, “Great Britain is, comequenty, protably more unpopular than she has 
ever been before. Tt would be unjustifiable to assuane that: Russia does not benefit. 
from this unpopularity or that she fails to encourage comparisons unfavourable to 
Great Britain between the Russian and the British attitude towards the people. 
What in even more galling is that the behaviour of Russian troops in Persia should 
be contrasted favourably with that of British, wad that in Tebran the Brit 
should have a0 7 nee. Rexpact and awe of the 
Raxsians are increased by the fulsome praise of the British press. 

“6. Britain's unpopularity does not, however, prevent. Hritish influence from 
heing very strong in Persia to-day. Britain in regarded by the majority of the 

le and upper classes ax the only real hope of post-war salvation. 
Jeast, of them are conscious Uat the present economic distress if 
to the inefficiency and corruption of the governing and propertied clasies and are 
beginning to realise that the time has come when greater consideration must. be 
shown to the condition of the masses, 
W. ALK. F. 


Tehran, Aprit 6, 1943. 


(B 2335/110/38) No. 18, 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Rden—(Receseed Aprit 4) 
(oS prosents r His Mi 
IS) Majesty's representative x his compliments to His Majesty's 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, und ‘has the honour to transit 
herewith a copy of Intelligence No. 15 for the period of the 7th ta 
13th April, 1943, compiled by the mi aché to this legation.. 


Tehran, A prit 18, 1943. 
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Enclosure in No. 18, 
) 
Military A tacké’s Intelligence Summary No.15 for the Period Aprit 7-13, 1943. 


Persian Affairs, 
Potitioa. 

THE Goverument rewaine timorous and indecisive, showing no inclination 
to take the drastic steps which are necessary Lo solve the problems with which it 
is beset, irresolute before tho criticism and opposition that any drastic measure 
‘hust inevitably arotieg, susious not, to incur the opposition of vested interests im 
the Majlis, confused by many advisers. It hesitates to authorise tbe Military 
Governor of Tebran to take action against the press; it has aroused doubts of its 
intantion to re-establish its effective authority in Fura in particular and in the 
tribal aroas in general; it fears to press on the Majlis ite Bill for the grant of 
‘oss powers to Dr: Aapaugh ie Summary No 1/48, paragraph By 

2. The opposition to forcible nction being taken ngatnst Nasit Gashyai 
grown and gainx adberonts. The impression is being created that the Persian 
Croveramont is baihg pushed into thielaction againet fla jodgment by the British 
Logation, and some members of the Government. are not uluve the suspicion of 
‘encouraging this impression, Those who publiely upbold the necessity for action 

stot of being! pald puppets ot the British. They are not all uoailected yy 
ciation, 

‘i Criticism and abuso of British policy has abated. ‘The press haa 
gencrlly adopted a more mederate tone, probably as'a resnit of warntnge from 
foe Pring Ministee (hat he would be unable to sesiet mnch longer the demands 
of the British Legation for the suppression of offending papers. 


Beonomic, 

4, ‘The latest reliable estimates of the amounts of imported coreals required 
to mako up doficiencias in certain provincial arvax up to the next harvest Are 94 
follows: 


Bushiro and Bandar Abbax 
Shirwe 

Yazd 

Kerman 

Khorramabad 


Extimates for Sultanabad, Hamadan and Kermanshah eannot be 

itis known how much can still be proshiced from adjacent areas. In Kerrnanshah 
stocks aro low and 1,000 tons toust be produced from somewhere in the near 
future. In ‘Tehran the situation is easier for the time being, 3,100 tons having 
bean imported by rail during the fortnight subeequont to the 2st March, in 
addition to small supplies from Gurgan, whence 1.200 tons have been received in 
the pant nix weeks An unexpected promise from the Russians to. import 
25,000 tons of wheat via the Caspian ports for the use of Tehran has greatly 
relieved anxiety, 


AppointmenteCinit 
S.(j) Issan Surush, to be Civil Gowenor of ‘Tehran, 
(ii) Ahmad Zalli, from Director-General of Customs to be Director-General 


in the Inspection Department of the Ministry of Finance 
Ii Muhammad Shaibani (FO. 198; M.A. 260), to be Counsellor of the 
Persian Legation in Sweden, 
6. The Minister of Finance, Allehyar Saleh, has resigned on aevount of a 
disagreoment with the American Financial Adviser, 


Internal Security. 
Fare. . 

7. Military action against Nasie Qushyai is still being delayed on one 
protext or another. ‘There is little doubt that General Shahbakhti bas heen 
Affected by the suggestion that is gaining yroand, that the Government is bein 
shaken by the opposition of irresponsible Deputies in its determination to secure 
the submission of Nasir by force if necessary. ‘The elimination of Nasir is now 
being represented as a British rather than n Persia The tribes have 


7 


10 doubt been informed of the apparent hesitation of the Persian Government and 
encouraged to show a bold front against. foreign interference. The Bushire- 
Shiraz road, the security of which is the prineipal British interest, remains andis 
torted except by minor incidents, and General Shahbakhti now says that, since 
the tribes are now on the move, it would be unwise to start operations until he 
sufficient motor-vebicles to ensure the safety of the road by patrolling. T) 
problem before the Persian if re-establishing control aver the tribes 
ff the sonth grows more difficult the longer action is postponed. The incid 

Tech referred to in paragraph 8 below is an indication of the deterioration in 
the situation since the good effect of Shabbakhti's assumption of responsibility 
began to wear off as a result of protracted inaction. 


Bakhtiari 

& No further developments of importance have been reported. sineo the 
ejection of the Persian garrison from Teh, The Ministey of Wat. has issued 
onlers that the situation is to be restored without delay, bust thie will not 
necessarily ensure prompt local action. Unless action is taken without undue 
Alclay other tribes of the sonth are likely to be enconraged in their intransigence 


Khuzestan 
9. The diversion caused by the Bakhtiari and Bahai exploit at Tach hax 
postponed the measures that were in train for the collection of arms from tho 
mt Turuf. Tt had appeared that the Beni Turat would be willing to surrender 
some at least of their arms without rosisting, 


British Affairs 


10. An Indian General Hospital was opened in Tehran on tho 11th April 
for the reception of Persian typhus patients. Tl no doubt that this 
turitanee from the Brith army i gratly appreciated, and its god elect will 
increase in proportion to the number of pationts who pass through it, 


Russian Affaire 


11. The Soviet Ambassador sprang a real surprine on the Persian Gow 
3 ‘vin the Caspian ports 
ope of Tehran, This 
‘wan opened for the 


papers, that 1 
a strong campaign againat th 
Of special powers to the American Financial Adviser, It {snow common tall thn 
the Rusians are opposed te all the Amerisan advisers. ‘That opposition may he 
partly responsible for the delay in defining the dutien and powers of the Amorican 
advisers to the police and gendarmerie, If the report in troe—-it comes from 
‘ iable ag eee yeas pueenee a jormed the Persian Prine 
inister that the Rumian Government strongly disapproved of the pruposal he 
had heard talked of, thatthe life of the prosent Majlis shoul he profonded i.e 
another indication of how the Soviet authoritios interpret non-interference. ‘The 
rime Minister had, indeed, been considering this ‘ea, but within te lat few 
days circulars have been sent to officials in the provinces warning them to prepare 
for elections this year. 


American A fairs. 






































78 


that as soon as possible American troops would be removed some distance from the 
town and there provided with the necessary amenities 
14. The headquarters of the American Command in Tehran gave a dinner 
to Russian officers in Tehran on United States Army Day. The American Stall 
entertained their Russian guests by singing the '* International” in Rassian. 
15, The Persian press announce that a Perso-American commercial 
agreement has been signed at Washington 


Tehran, April 13, 1943. 





( 2754/110/38) No. 19, 


Sir R, Bullard to Mr, Bilen.—(Received 13th May.) 

(No, 158) 

HIS Majesty's representative presents his compliments to His Majesty's 

Principal Secrotary of State for Forvign Affairs, and has the honour to transinit 

rewith a copy of Intelligence Summary No. 16 for the period the 14th to 
10th April, 1943, compiled by the military attaché to this legation 


Tehran, 20th A prit, 1943, 


inclowure in No. 19. 
(Secret,) 


Military A ttaché’s Intelligence Summary No, 16 for the period 
14th to 19th A pri, WA. 


Persian Affairs 
Politicat. 

1. Little progres hx been made with any Government busines. The Bill 
for the insurance of workmen (seo Summary No. 1/43, paragraph 3) passed the 
fire. roading in. eo ‘The Bill for the grant of extensive executive pownrs 
to tho American No. 11/43, paragraph 8) has 
been debated by mentary Commissions, but hax not yet returned to the 
Majlis, ly ning true to form; prophecies of the early fall of his 
Government are cominon, even by Ministers, and various partion are already 

looting. and working up support for, the next Prime Minister, Seyyid Zia ed 
Din Tabatabai, Muhammad Said. the present Minister for Foreign Affairs, and 
All, Mansur (F,0. 120; M.A. 164), the present Governor-General of Khorasan, 
‘all have: thoir supporters 

2. Tho Minintor with 
of investigating all complaints agai 
‘occupation, 


The Press. 
3 The Prime Minister's attempts to control the press by reasonable 
persuasion have not been successful, even though he went so far as to tell the 
frees that he was atisiod that there was no findation for the reports that the 
ritish had burned wheat and sheep, The moderation reported Inst week did 


jcaoiny Sami’l, has been given the task 
mernment employees. He will not lack 


not lant long. Remarks made to journalists by the Minister of State regarding 
tho aid given by Britain to Persia and the necessity for Persians to do more to 
help themselves called. forth impertinent counter-attacks from some papers. 
Criticism of the behaviour of British and Indian (and American) soldiers and 
‘comparison with the model Russian continue, and some papers found occasion 


for violent outbursts in the killing by Tudian troops inthe vicinity of Tebran af 
five Persians caught stealing British telephone wire and altempting to escape. 
‘This incident has considerably excited public feeling. On the other hand, the 
adulation of Russia and Russian troops continues, and the offer by. the Soviet 
Ambassador of 25,000 tons of wheat for Tehran reported in last week's Summary 
(No, 15/43) provoked an outhurst of mawkish sycophancy. Z 


Economic. 


4. Although there are now reserves of wheat for a few days in Tehran, 
issues of bread have been insufficient to go round, and queues for bread (and 
oil) are still a daily feature. In Shiraz and Kermanshah the situation is stil 
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critical. OF the 25,000 tons of wheat offered by the Russians for Tehran, 10,000 
tons have been promised for delivery early in May 

5. The engineers of the Ministries of Agriculture and of Industries and 
Mines have struck for more pay: 


Appointments—Cieil. 
6—{i) Dr. Micbahzadeh, to be Director of the Press and Propaganda 
Department 
PGi) Mustafa Sami‘, to be Head of the Protocol Department of the Ministry 
for Foreign Affairs 
(iii) Dr. Ali Akhbar Daftari, to be Counsellor at the Persian Legation in 
Washington 
iv) Muhsin Rais (FQ. 172; M.A. 239), to be Persian Consul-General in 


Persian Forces, 


ission of Persian officers that visited the Middle Rast Command 
wars No. 11/43, parageaph 13) has returned, very well pleased with 
their vinit and moch impressed with what they saw. There fs no doubt that 
the visit has had a good effect and that it has served a useful parpore 
A tentative request has already been nade by the Chief of the General Staff that 
Persian officers should be allowed to attend some af the courses of instruction 
held in the Middle East Command. Eyideuce of what British officors had achie 
in the administration of the Egyptian army has inclined the officcrs of th 
mmission more favourably towards giving authority to an American Mission. 


Internat Securit 
Pars 7 
5 


enough nor mobil ‘where the opposition 
of the Qushgai t is provoked: particularly having regard to the 
freedom of movement the tribes have in the summer. Ho is perhaps right in hix 
‘appreciation that if be were to embark on offensive operations now it would lead 
to dirorder he could trol and to insecurity on the rond, He still talka 
Of disarming the tribes but it is doubtful whether he is likely to carry that to 
the point where it wonld provoke the hostilities that both sido are anxious to 
avoid, If a consistent policy wore followed a fair measure of Government control 
could probably be establisted over the Quéhgai by progressive stages without 
arousing mote opposition than the Persian forces could overcome. Various 
chiefs, including the Kalantars of tho Mamasani and Dushmangiaei, continue 
to give assurances to Hix Majesty's Consul at Shiraz that they do not wish to 
act against the interests of the British and Mersian Governments. For the time 
being the security of the road is satisfactory, 


Bakhtiari 


Soin {eelonments have been reported of the Jaeh incident refersed to in 
Summary No. 14/43, paragraph 11. Tt now appears doubtful whether Abi 
Qasim Bakhtiari wae there Acconting to a lecter he had weitten to the 
"ersian authorities at Isfahan he was at Ardal, and strongly disapproved o 
rebellious action of tho tribesmen concerned. ns Rt disapproved of the 


Khueestan. 


20, pte the ath April. when the attention ofthe Persian military author- 
ties in Khuzestan was diverted from the Arabs to the situation at Teh, 42 rifle 
hhad been handed over by the Beni Turuf. ing oe 


Britleh Affairs, 


11. The Minister of State visited Tehran from the 13th to 17th April 

12. For months past serious inconvenience has been caused to. British 
military communications in Persia by repeated thefts, amounting in all to-a 
Yery considerable amount, of telephone wire, As it has always been British 
wire, and never Persian ‘wire, even when hung on the same poles, deliberate 
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subotage is suspected. Repeated requests have been made to the Persian 
authorities to ensure the protection of British commanications, but the nuisance 
hhas increased rather than abated. Where possible, British or Indian troo 

ve patrolled the wire and have caught several thieves red-handed. On t 

th April, at Tehran, a party of Persiaus was caught in the act of removing 
wire, and five of the party were killed by Indian troops when trying to escape 
The hostile press has done its best to excite public opinion against Indian troops 
over this and other alleged i 8 


Russian Affairs 


of the Tudeh party to inangurate its election campaign 
attended by the local representative of the Soviet Propaganda 
Tn Isfahan, too, whore the Tudeh party ia very active, the Russian 
weting itself in the approaching slections; and Shiraz was 
rently visited by the chi rereia of the Foreign Cultural 
Affairs, accompanied by a 
tof the Soviet 
an interest i 


representative of the Press ani 
Thore aro reports that Russian of 
with: the Qusbgal. This, 


Ceechoslovak A flaire 
14, M, Kadleo has arrived in Tehran as Czechoslovak Mi 


Tehran, 19th April, 1948, 





(1B 2860) 110/34) No. 20, 


Sir R, Bullard to Me. Kden—(Receiced 18th Mag 

(No, 1638) { “ 

|, HIS Majesty’s representative prevents his compliments to His Majes 
Principal Secretary of State for Eorvign Affairs and has the honour to tran 
herewith a copy of Intelligence Summary No. 17 for the period of the 20th to 
20th April, 1043, compiled by the military attaché to this legation. 


Tehran, 2th April, 1943 


Knclosure in No, 20, 
(Secret) 


Military Attaché’s Intelligence Summary No. XT for the period the 
‘20th to 20¢h A pri, WAS. 
Persian Affairs 

Politient z 

THE evil effects of the outrageons conduct of the press on Anglo- Persian 
relations and on the internal situation and the increasing indiseipline in all 
Government departments that was obviously resulting from the anrestricted 
license of the press to criticise the Government and to incite and inflame public 
opinion have at last convinced the Prime Minister that action was necessary. 

1 decree of the Council of Ministers, the Government transferred to t 
Minister for War full authority for the execntion of article 5 of the Mili 
Governorship Law, which sanctions the arrest and detention of persons suspec 
of opposition to constitational government or public order abd secu 
another decree the Government bas amplified the rather vaj 
describes the offences for which newspapers may be supp! 
ofined as: the publication of articles contemptnously criticising decisions made 
by Government, in the interests of law and order or to assure the necessary 
requirements of the people; incitement against Government by im 
insulting publications concerning the Crown, or the legislative executive and 
judicial bodies of the country; criticism of, and false accusations against, forei 
epresentatives of Governments in alliance with or in friendly relations with 
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Persian Government when such publications would be damaging to the interests 
of the Persian Government. 

2 The Minister for War has been obliged himself to assume the functions 
$f the Military Governor, all other officers to whom the appointment. was offered 
having pleaded that they were unwilling to be accused of suppressing the liberties 
9f the people, This attitude is typical of the lack of confidence of all Govern- 
ment employees in the Government's ability to protect them against attack by 
the press and of the prevailing indiscipline that has resulted frum the weakness 
Of Scheily's Administration. The Minister for War does not lack courage, 
and he has issued a communiqué announcing that he intends to apply 
to the letter the laws and regulations of military governorship. He has already 
Suppressed eleven newspapers in Tehran, but since papers are not subject to 
ensorship before publication, offensive articles continue to appear and to circulate 
before the papers can be suppressed. 

‘3. An attempt was made to work up an agitation against the Bill for 
the grant of extensive powers to the American Financial Adviser (see Summary 
‘No. 11/43, paragraph §} by closing the bazaars, This coincided with the 

Uy the Minister for War of the authority of the Military Governor 

"The bazaars were open the next day, the merchants all fervently 
enying that they had instigated the movement, and the shopkeepers saying that 
Shey ad st the ‘on rumours that rioting was imminent. The Chamber 
‘of Commerce had since issued « statement denying, om behalf of the merchants 1t 
Tepresents, the rumours that the merchants, were instigating opporition to the 
grant of powers to Dr. Millspangh. The Bill in question has passed the firet 
reading, 

4." The Prime Minister issued a communiqué in reasonably firm terms 
justifying the Bill for the grant of special powers to Dr. Millspaugh on the 

that effective measures conld not be taken against the 

who were in part responsible for the present eritical economi: 
unless extensive powers were centralised in the hands of an impartial, and 
experienced man. The communiqué also defines the Government's attitude 
towards the press. It states that, while not wishing to obstruct the expression of 
legitimate criticism or the enlightenment of public opinion, the Government hax 
decided that it is necessary to put an end to the anarchy of the press that was 
creating anxiety and disunity among the people, provoking disorder aud injaring 
the relations of the Government with its allies. The Prime Minister spotlt the 
tflect of thie communiqué by pleading in a secret sewsion of the Majlis that be 
ad been forced to agree to the suppression of certain newspapers by the pressure 
brought on him by the British Minister. 


Economie. 

5. The Goyernment has now announced that it intends to claim the whole 
of the landlords’ surplus of the next harvest, and that the price to be paid i 
48,000 rials per ton for wheat, except in the frontier regions, where the price will 
Inter be fixed in relation to the price prevailing in neighbouring countries The 
Drice to be paid for barley and millet will be three-quarters of the price of wheat, 

‘6. Harvesting of barley has now begun in Khuzestan and some parts of the 
Gulf littoral. "No measures for control of the harvest have yet been instituted by 
the Central Government and it is likely to disappear into speculators’ hoards 
‘unless prompt steps are taken. iets ha 3 

7. The Majlis has sanctioned a ct of 45 million rials for the constraction 
of irrigation works during the year 1643-44, 


A ppointments—Ciril 
& (i) Abul Qasim Najm (F.O.: 144; M.A. 192), to be Persian Ambassador 
at Kabul. 
(ii) Manuchir Nikpey to be Director of the Department of the Opium and 
Tobacco Monopoly. 
Internal Security. 
Pors. 
‘9. The complete looting of a village in Fars 
‘smaller sub-tribes of the Qushgai, has been 
Atiribates this new outhreak of brigan 
by the Te 


encour 

Shortly previ 

the Government's 
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he had been instructed to execute and the support given openly by press and 
Deputies to Nasir Qushgai had unsettled his forces, encouraged the tribes 10 
combine and made his task impossible. He has reluctantly consented to remain ia 
Fars for the present, but there is no doubt that his task is now very much more 
difficult and that a much greater degree of unity has been established between the 
Qushgai, the Kuh-i-Galu tribes and the Bakhtiari. A reliable informant who bas 
recently visited Abul Qasim Bakhtiari was shown by the latter a letter recenth 
received from Nasir Qashgai telling him that the tribal leaders had only to 
together and the Goverament would give up ite intentions of establishing authority 
over the tribes, 

10. His Majesty's Consul-General at Bushire reports that a column of 500 
Persian troops has arrived in Bushire for the purpose of disarming the tribes of 
Dashti ind Tangistan. This is a very necessary operation, but whether General 
Shabbakhti will really carry it out effectively in his present mood seems uncertaili: 
Bakhtiari. 

LL. From Lzeh (see Sume No. 14/43, raph 11) Jancki Bakhtiari 
and Bahmai tribesmen advanced. to hi, where they surrounded the 
garrison, whose fate is not yet known. Relieving columns of insufficient strength 
‘were sent out from Ram Hormuz, bat made no progress and may have sulle 
heavy casualties. The incident has been handled with more than usual Persian 
inefficiency, ‘The responsibility for dealing with it lay with General Shabhakhti, 
who was sulking ‘and belittled its seriousness. ‘The General Stall in Tebral 
Considered that the possibilities of troubles in Tehran prevented the despatch of 
troops from the local garrison. Contradictory orders regarding the despatch of 
Trinforcements from other garrianns were sent by the General Staff and General 
Shahbakhti. Meanwhile. the tribal forces have increased aid the dificulties of 
the Persian Goverament have increased. 

12. From the evidence now available it seems that the initial movement was 
instigated by Abol on Bakhtiari. He has now withdrawn from active leader- 
hip and hie revontly stated to.a reliable informant that his object was only. to 

‘t ealure to prvvent Persian troops interfering with the upward migration 
Of the tribes and that the further actions of the tribes were contrary to his wishes 
Ht i now again fering to cme to terms with Government, but the tera are to 
te bis own, 


Khusestan, 


13, Up to the time when Persian forces had to he withdrawn from the 
neighbourhood of the Meni Turuf, 250 rifles had been collected from thin tribe. 


Lurestan. 

14. ‘The Ministry for War states that 211 rifles have recently been collected 
from the Papi and Piranvand tribes, and that anothey . which had been. 
handed over to Bakshdars and local officials, have also been withdrawn. 


Russian Affaire 

15, Soviet Press Bureau has announced that the Rassian military 
medical services in Persia have been instructed to assist the Persian health services 
to the greatest possible extent in the prevention of the spread of epidemics. ‘Ten 
centres will be established at places in the Russian zone for the free vaccination and 
inoculation, and four sanitary groups equipped with disinfectors and bath units 
will bo set up at Semnan, Sari, Gurgan and Meshed to deal with epidemics. A 
further extension of this work ix promised and a free supply of serums 
disinfectants on a literal svale. This is the Russian counter-move to the opening 
of a British military hospital to Persian typhus patients. 

16, Another aspect of Russian methods in Persia is reported by His 
Majesty's Consul-General in Tabriz. The Russians have recently undertaken to 
‘supply the Tabriz market with petrol and oils. They are also contracting for the 
supply to them of leather from the local tanning factories and are offering 77 tials 

‘rkilogramme, whereas the factory cost of production is 84 rials per kilogramme. 
The Russians have hinted plainly that, unless the contract ie concluded at their 
price, the factory eat expect no kerosine, gus-oil or petrol. 

17. A report requiring confirmation has been received that the Russians are 
constricting « landing ground in the vicinity of Farimen, 80 miles south by east 
of Meshed. 


Tehran, 26h Aprit, 1943. 
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[E 2042/110/34) No, 21. 
Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Eden—{Recvived 2et May.) 


(No. 175.) 
HIS Majesty’s representative presents his compliments to His Majesty's 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs and has the honour to transmit 
-y No, 18 for the period of 27th April to 
ry attaché to this legation. 


Sherowith'a copy of Intelliges 
3rd May, 1945, compiled by 


Tehran, 5th May, 1943, 


dosure in No. 21 
(Seeret.) 
Mititary Astaché's Intelligence Summary No. 18 for the period 2th A pril to 
Sd May, 1083, 


Persian Affairs. 
Political. 

THERE. has been a slight stiffening of the attitude of the G 
Further papers have been suppressed: the first five articles of the Bill for. th 
grant of powers to Dr. Millspauzh have passed the second reading in the Majlis 
Overt agitation against Government action against the Qashgai has ceased, in 
‘articles have appeared in the press calling attention to the failure of the Govern 
ment to protect the people of Fars against their depredations; and the turbulent 
Deputy Nowhakht hax been suspended from the Majlis for seven days for. an 
unparliamentary attack on the Minister for War. But there is no cause yet for 
rejoicing. Only continoal unging saves the Prime Minister from giving way to 
vested futerests. Laxity and corruption in all administrations throughout the 
country have reached an unprecedented degree. The cost of living has risen to 
such heights that Government employees, incla my officers, on small fixed 
incomes rust either steal of starve, Indiscipline is common in all Government 
departments, and noticeably bad in the army. 

‘2 Due to fear of the Military Governor, political party meetings are less 
active in Tehran, The Tudeh party wished to stage a demonstration on the 
st May, but was forbidden to do 0 by the Military Governor, Tt is understood 
that Ablas Iskandari, who was reported in Summary No. 14/43, paragraph 2 to 
be leading one rection of the Tudeh party. has now been deserted by his followers 


Economic. 

3. The critical period for Tehran's bread supply appears to have passed, 

1400 toos of grain reached ‘Tehran by rail and road in the five days preceding 

a and there in now a reserve for eight days | Tho Russians have 

deliver at the Caspian ports 7,600 tons of wheat per month, 

beginning towards the end of May, until theit promise of 25,000 tons is fulfilled. 

In certain provincial towns there is still shortage and much profiteering on the 

black market, but everywhere there are prospects of a bumper harvest, A Govern- 

‘ment commission has gone to Khuzestan to arrange for the collection of the 

harvest, which is already being reaped. In the provinces of Fars and Isfahan 

growing areas are now in the control of rebel tribal chiefs, an 

unless military operations are undertaken to re-establish Government authority 

in those areas, it is unlikely that much of their wheat will reach the Government 
stores. 

4, I ie understod that Dr. Millapaugh i faced with a serious situation in 
regard to the carrent year's budget, and that after making all possible economies 
he finds himself faced with a deficit of not less than 600 million rials on the 
ordinary budget. In addition, he has to find an increase of at Teast 300 million 
rials for the army. He must also find 645 million rials during the first three 
months for the parchase of the wheat crop, 310 million for the Persian munition 
factories under contract to the Russians, 100 million for a canning factory (also 
working for the Russians), 46 million for purchases of cotton, 200 million for 
purchase of opium, 100 million for the Khuzestan wheat-growing project and a 
evolving fund of 100 million for his price-fixing scheme. Much of this expendi- 
ture should come hack, sooner or later, to the Government. ATI in all, however, he 
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estimates that the Government will find it necessary to borrow no less than 
1,500 million rials in excess of taxation revenue. Owing to the rise in prices, 
expenditure has. greatly increased, while revenue has fallen away owing to 
insecurity and disorder and a reduction of receipts from customs and State 
monopolies. 


Appointmente—Civil 


Murteza Quii Bayat (F.0. 50; M.A. 65), Vice-President of the Majlis. to 
be Minister of Finance. 


Persian Forces. 


6, Conditions in the army and gendarmerie are disquieting. There is 
grave discontent among officers, whose pay is entirely inadequate in relation 10 
the prevailing cost of living, resulting in an increase in corruption and an almost 
mutinous insubordination, "The men are generally little better off owing to the 
reduction in rations, due to the shortage of wheat and the high cost of food- 
stufls, Animals, in’ the majority, have been reduced almost to immobility 
starvation owing to lack of fodder, and the mortality is high. Generally, there ix 
8 lack of confidence in the Government and of faith in the altruism of its 
intentions or the consistency of its policy. Mutual suspicion and jealousy at 
senior officers, lack of eo-operation of the General Stall with the Ministry for 
‘War, opposition to the implementation of the proposals of the American advisers 
and political intrigues all make for yacillation, indiscipline and inaction. ‘The 
army budget for the etirrent year hax not yet been aanctioned. Dr. Millspaugh hax 
agreed to increase the allotiient of 100 nilion rials but the Ministry for War is 
holding out for « further increase, ‘The cost of General Ridley's reorganised 
army with the reforms in pay and conditions that he considers necessary. was 
‘estimated to be 170 millon rials. 


Potice, 


7. Tho Bill for the establishment of a police training college has been 
approved by the Majlis, 


Internal Security 
Fars 
8 General Shabbakhti, after a period of indecision, has now reported to the 
Government that cortain sections of the Qashyai are bent on mischief and that 
security in Fars in general, and on the Boshive-Tefahan road in. particular, 
cannot be maintained, nor enn the harvest be collected, unless he takes offensive 
ction against them. “He hax been given discretion to take stich action as he 
baidere necesnty, giving the security of the rou Gist priority, “Qasgni bands 
e been pillaging’; complaints against them and appeals for protection are now 
reaohiog the Government from landowners and villagers in Fars, Nasir Qashgni 
is reported to be proventing the transport of supplies from the countryside to 
Shies, and his sipporters in Tehran are now finding it difficult to rouse any 
xympathy for him. 


Bakhtiari, 


9, It is reported that operations are about to begin for the relief of the 
besioged Persian garrison in Qaleh Tul and that subsequently Persian forces are 
to be withdrawn to cover the oilfields. ‘The Persian Government has not been 
ible to send the reinforcements considered necessary for the re-establishment of 
the garrisons at Izeh and Qaleh Tul and to maintain a line of communication. 
‘he Bakhtiaes are reported to be increasingly lawlews in Chaharmahal. where 
Persian garrisons are small, and a report from Isfahan says that Abul Qasim 
Bakhting! is preparing to cut the road by which reinforcements would be sent 
from Isfahan. These disturbances may be partly seasonal, but the temper of 
the tribes of the south is now such that the tisk of the Persian Government if 
establishing authority over them with the forces available is one of considerable 
difficulty, even if a consistent policy is followed. The forces available do not 
allow of mote than one serions operation being undertaken at one time. 


Kermanshah, 


10. Migrating tribes have been responsible for some robberies and for the 
hold-up of two WK.C.C lorries betwees Karind and Shebatea the drivers 
were robbed and five bales of goods for Russia were carried off. 


Azerbaijan. 

11. The Governor-General has informed His Majesty's Consul-General 
that Persian troops from Ardebil have begun operations against certain tribesmen 
of the Talish district who have for some time been x nuisance to both the Russian 
and Persian authorities. 

Russian Affaire 

12 The Russians have published in the local press a statement of their 
reasons for the breaking-off of relations with Sikorski's Government. In the 
‘course of its argument the statement claims that the command of the Polish army 
is profoundly reactionary, chauvinistic, anti-democratic and pro-Faxcist 
Comment in the Persian press has on the whole been moderate. In order to avoid 
incidents the Poles have withdrawn from Kaavin a small military detachment 
that was stationed there in connexion with the evacuation of Poles to Khanakin, 

13. The Soviet authorities, who have hitherto restricted their kidnappings 
to their own nationals and to Caucasian refugees, have recently kidnapped a 
Persian, an ex-fficial of the Ministry for Foreign Affairs by name Maghrar 

14. The Director of Iransovtrans in Tabriz recently informed the local 
representative of the U.K.C.C. that there had been trouble with the Cossacks 
in the Caucasus. Pending confimation, this report should be treated with reserve. 


American A fairs 
15. ‘The Americans have made some capital out of the presentation by 
General Connolly of a medal to an American soldier for having saved the life of 
a Persian at the risk of his own, 
16. Geueral Hurley has recently visited Tehran as personal representative 
of Mr, Roosevelt. 
Polish Affairs 
17. M. Staneayk, Minister for Labour in the Polish Government in 
London, is now visiting Polish refugees in Persia, 
18. The numter of civilian Polish refugees still in Persia is -— 
In Tehran: 10,500 men, women and children. 
Isfahan > 1,983 men, women and children 
Ahwaz: 4,822 men, women and children, 


Tehran, Bat May, 1943, 


(1B 2967/10/34) No. 22, 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Eden.—(Received 22nd May.) 
(No. 186.) fi ~ 2 = 
HIS Majesty's representative presents his compliments to His Majesty's 

cipal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, ani he hor st 
Sieeatic eneict Intelligence Summary No. 19 for the period the 4th to 


with 
Toth May, 1945, compiled by the military attaché to thi legatton, 
Tehran, 11h May, 1943. 


ae he Period 
Military Attaché's Intelligence Summary No, 19 for the Peri 
sd 4h-10th May, 1943. 


Persian Affairs. 
Saying f the early fall of the Ge 
ALTHOUGH there are many prophecies of the early f ie Govern- 
‘ment, the Prime Minister has slightly strengthened his position. He appears to 
have’ shown some courage in pushing the Bill for the grant of powers to 
Dr. Mill through the Majlis, but, on the other hand, in doing 30 he has 
‘saddled Dr. Millspangh with the responsibility for the unpopular measures that 
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will have to be taken. Those interested in maintaining present conditions may 
pe that Dr. Millspaugh’s measures will he sabotaged by unco-operative 
istrations. ‘The Prime Minister still has the support of a number of the 
Deputies; he holds the portfolio of the Ministry ofthe Taterior, and that Ministy 
‘ean strongly influence the approaching elections 


Economie. 
_ 2 The Bill granting powers to Dr, Millspangh to control the collection, 
distribution and sale of commodities and raw materials, the wages of Government 
services and the rent of buildings has passed the Majlis. The text is given in an 
appendix to this Summary. 
3. A Government commission sent to Isfahan to settle the disputes between 
the mill-owners and the workers has announced the following terms of 
settlement — 


‘The mill-owners will provide— 


(a) Free bread for workers’ families 
(b) Two suits of clothes for each workman per year. 
{e) Free drugs from the factory dispensary. 


‘The hours of work will not exceed eight per day 


Appointments 
4—(i) Mubammad Ali Humayunjah (FO, 87; M.A. 114) to be Under 
Seoretary of State for Foreign Affairs, 
(ii) Muhammad Dadvar to be Farmandar of Resht and Deputy Ustandar of 
the Int Ustan. 


Fa Internal Security 


5. There have been no further developments of importance, A Deputy 
claiming to have inflaence with Nasir Qnshgai has gone to Fars to endeavour to 
persuade him to submit and to tell him that popular opinion in Tehran has turned 

fainst him. ‘Therw have been more articles in the Tehran press condemning 
fasir’s intransigence and a broadcast was made recounting some of his misdeeds. 
He is reported to he collecting grain in those areas of Fars where the harvest is 
Already cut, from the sale of which on the black market he hopes to accumulate 
funds. His brother Khosrow is reported to be with the Kashquli and Darashuri 


Bakhtiari. 

6. The operations for the relief of the Persian garrison at Qalch Tul were 
successful. ‘There wax some opposition to the relieving colump, bat Persian 
casualties were light and the tribes dispersed, Trouble is, however, likely to 
break out again until the Persian Government is ium position to concentrate 
sufficient forces to compel the submission of Abal Qasim and to overawe the 
Bakhtinei tribes, 


Khuzestan, 
7. Taking advantage of the preoceupation of the Persian forces on the 
eastern aide of the province, Sheikh Chassib, the eldest sou of the late Sheikh of 
Mohammerab, who has for some time been residing in Basra, provided himself 
‘with a bodyguard of 200 armed Arabs and annoanced that he intends to settle 
down on the ancestral lands belonging to his father. He may be able to get 
considerable Arab support and to incite the Arabs to combine against an attempt 
by the Persian authorities to continue the disarmament interrupted by 
withdrawal of troops for the operations against the Bahmai and Bakbtiari. 


Russian Affairs, 


8. The Russians have as yet gained little from the contract they made with 
the Persian munition factories for the manufacture of rifles and ammunition. 
‘They have hitherto failed to provide the raw materials and certain machinery 
which they had undertaken to supply. ‘The machinegun factory, which is 0 
Bodice machine pisos has not ye Pen put into operation sldhough work ie in 
Progress. Of 13,500 rifles due by the Ist May, only 5,000 have been delivered, 
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fand these ad been made up from parts already in stock. Of 8 million rounds of 
ammunition due on the same date, only 700,000 bad been delivered. The Russians 
have failed to supply any percussion caps. It is reported that they intend to 
introduce some ten to twelve of their own specialists into the factories 

9. Although reports from Persian sources are certainly exaggerated, there 
seems little doubt that the Russians are now taking an interest in the forthcoming 
tlections, not only in their own zone. If the tone of the papers they support can 
be taken as due to Russian inspiration, they resent the maintenance of military 
governorship in Tehran and its ban on political meetings. They are credited, 
Possibly unjustly, with encouraging the opposition to Dr. Millspaugh, and the 
certainly give no support to any of the American advisers. They have asked fo 
payment fu advance for the frst instalment--15,000 tons —of the wheat they have 
promised to deliver to. Persia 


British Affairs. 
10. His Majesty's Minister has left Tehran to attend a conference in Cairo, 


Appendix. 
Millspaugh Powers Bill 


POWERS of the Director-General of Finance Law passed by the Majlis on 
the 4th May, 1943 -— 


Article 1—Authority is given to the present Director-General of the 
Finances, Dr. Millspaugh, to take under his own control the obtaining of coin 
modities other than food-stufls, and of all raw materials and manofacturers, t 
importing and exporting of commodities and the transporting, storing and’ di 
tribution thereof, and Tikewise the rents of buildings and the wages of all public 
Works and servi 


Note 1—The control and organisation of the rents of buildings will be 
effected by means of regulations which will be drawn up by the Director 
‘General of the Finances and the Ministry of Justice 

‘Note 2—In respect of import and export commoditins the category of 
cominodity whi ‘be controlled will be announced itn adv 

Note 3—In. rej 


Art. 2—In order to carry out the duties described in article 1 above, the 
Director-General of the Finances is authorised to make use of all the powers 
‘conferred on the Government by the laws of the 14th June and the 22nd October, 
1942 the anti-hoarding law of the 18th March, 1942, aud the foreign trade 

ly laws of the 25th February, 1941, and the 10th July, 1932. 
rf. 3—In application of the said powers the Director-General of the 
Finances can issue ration cards, set up shops for the sale of goods, or take any 
ether step which be considers wveful and necesar, Ie provide the means of 
jing down and stabilising the price of goods and of distributing them fairly. 
EE 4A credit of 3 million rials is granted to the Ministry of nance for 
the expenses of the execution of this law in 1943, Authority is also given to the 
Ministry of Finance to borrow, in case of necessity, up to 100 million rials from 
the National Bank of Tran to provide capital for the purchase of goods, and to use 
the loan as a revolving credit, 3 ‘ - 

Wirt, b_-The Director-General of the Finances is authorised to choose nine 

Citizens of the United States as his assistants in the Ministry of Finance and 
ly for the execution of this lav, and to submit proposals concerning their 
engagement for the approval of the Majlis through the Minister of 


—The Director-General of the Finances will draw up and put into 
which may be considered necessary for the application of 


of 
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Art, 7—Government officials. whether civil or military, or employed by the 
police, municipalities, or Governtwent institutions, may on no account for theiF 
own profit take part commercially in the purchase, sale or brokerage of goods 
which are under Government control; nor may they trade in or acquire for profit 
more than their personal needs of food-stufis; those who infringe this rule will be 
dismissed from the service and will be panished according to the provisions of 
the law, 

Art. 8—This law will remain in force until six months after the end of the 
Present war nnless the Majlis annuls it before that date 


Tehran, W0ch May, 1948 





(B 9324/110/34) No. 23, 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Bden—(Reevived 9th June.) 
(No. 194) 

HIS Majesty's representative presents his compliments to His Majesty's 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affaire and has the honovr to transit 
herewith a copy of Intelligence Summary No. 20 for the period the 11th 10 
17th May, 1043, compiled by the military attaché to this legation 


Tehran, 18th May, 1943, 


Enclosure in No. 28. 
(Secret,) 


Military Attaché's Intelligence Summary No. 20 for the Period Uth to 
17h May, 1953, 


Persian Affairs. 
Political. 

THE Government successfully survived an interpellation in the Majlis 
asking for a vote of confidence, which was given to it by 4 Deputies of 110 
Present, ‘This, however, is not true indication of the Government's stability 
of of the parliamentary support the Prime Minister enjoys. The interpellation 
challenged the legality of the appointment of two Deputies, I'Tebar (see Summar’ 
No. 12/45, paragraph 1 and 6) and Bayat (oce Summary No. 14/43, paragraph 5) 

| posts, and also the right of the Government to transfer its authority 

the Military Governor Law to the Minister for War and put 

its own interpretation on article 8 of the same law (eee Summary No. 17/43, 

paragraph 1). ‘The position of the Prime Minister is weak; there are dissensions 

1m the Cabinet, and it is, ax usual, only the lack of an obvious successor that delays 
the Prime Minister's fal. 

2. The Tudeh party has issued confidentially to its branches its election 
manifesto and a list of forty candidates for election. Some of these are from the 
intelligentsia, but the majority are men of little standing. The Tudeh party i= 
the only seriously organised political party ia Pers "There can be wo doubt 
that it 4s inspired and assisted from Rewsign source, ‘The fear that 4 may have 
4 sold blok of representatives in the next Parliament ie very al tical 
Ciroles, and there is some talk of the necessity for organisin, ition parties, 
but it remains little more than talk. ove dramee Sroekeareee? 
incre nace npinee?® in Government service have been on strike for some days for 
increases of pay and better conditions, They have recently heen joined by 
professors of the university and some school-teachers, There is general unrest 
and dissatisfaction among educated Government employees, all of whom are 
ui 


4. The end of the African campaii 
bat has not materially: improved Anglo-Bersi 


Drogress of the war is of 


Economic. 
5. Dr. Millspaugh’s second month) to Parliament lays stress on the 
Ceisieal Santal ttnotion of tov exsizy on be ery indebtedness of the Govern- 
ment to the National Bank, and on the necessity for ruthless reduction in 
expenditure. He states that the estimated revenue, together with the maximum 
amount that can be borrowed from the National Bank, which he puts at 
500 million rials, will not allow the Government to meet all its engagements, 
He asserts that heavy borrewings by the Government in the past are as much 
responsible for inflation as expenditure by the Allies. He estimates Allied 
expenditure at 188 million rials per mensem. 
PG. Bills have been laid before the Majlis for the engagement of further 
American experts, six for the Ministry of Food and three for the Ministry of 
Finance, especially for the control of prices. 


Transport. . 
7. The United States Legation has issued a communiqué stating that up 
to date the American Government has delivered 342 lorries to the Per Govern- 
ment and thousands of tyres. The following statistics of the operations of the 
Road Transport Department are given > 
‘Ton/ilometres 
(Goods carried on bebal of — 
Private persons 
Goverment, snd merchanta 
‘531,270 
626,140 
739,084 
816,460 675,523 
1,697,631 1,027,379 
1,586,030 1,850,820 
3,158,032 2,772,008 738 


‘The Persian Government has now asked for an additional 500 lorries for the 
collection of the harvest. 


A ppointments—Civil 
8—(i) Bagher Kazemi (F.0. 105; M.A, 143), to be Persian Ambassador at 


Jalaluddin Keiban (F.0, 107; M.A. 144), to be Persian Consul-General 
tantinople, ~ 

(iii) Tmad Kya, to be Persian Vice-Consul in New York. 

(iy) Farajullab’ Bahrami (F.0. 46; M.A 8), to be Ustandar of the 
10th Ustan (Isfahan and Yazd). 

(8) Saidi, to be Under-Secretary of State in the Ministry of Ways and 
Communications, 3 4 

(vi) Muhammad Ali Malikeadeh, to be Director-General in the Ministry of 
the Interior. % 

(vii) Nasrullah Behnam, to be counsellor at the Persian Legation in Bagdad 


Internal Security, 
Fare. 

9. In last week's suromary it was mentioned that a Deputy had left for Fars 
to endeavour to persuade Nasir Qashgai to submit, He did not go. The Deputies 
of Fars, with the inevitable exception of Nowbakht, represented forcibly to the 
Prime Minister that no good could come of further negotiations with Nasir 
‘and that immediate steps should be taken to establish order in Fars and to put 
an end to Qashgai lawlessness and their interference with supplies. Several 
newspapers contin to remind the Government ee duty to ented the tribes 
and protect. peaceal inst. their lations. It is possit 
Shabbakhti lay shortly take action against Nar Qashgai. 


‘Khuzestan, 
10. Sheikh Chassib, after some parleying, yiel to the persuasion of His 
= Cousal General and reruraed o'Hasta’ tes reported chat his followers, 
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Bakhtiari. 

11, ‘The Persian forces have withdrawn from the Qaleh Tul area, bat the 
rebellious tribesmen have not paid for their iniquities. As the Persian Govern- 
ment have not sufficient troops to restrain by force all the tribes in active or latent 
revolt, they are trying to persuade Morteza Quli Khan, son of Samsam es Sultaneh, 
and the most influential and respected of the Bakhtiari Khans, to accept the post 
of Governor of Bakhtiari territory. The latest reports are that be is inclined 
to acoept. Although he has been separated from the tribe for some years, his 
influence should be sufficient to control the Bakhtiari and to eject Abul Qasim. 
He himself is not the man to encourage tribal movements against the Government. 


Azerbaijan. 

12, His Majesty's Consul-General reports that the operations in Eastern 
Azerbaijan mentioned in Summary No. 18/43, paragraph 11, bave been satis- 
factorily concluded with the arrest of two insurgent leaders. 


Russian Aff 


13. A first consignment of some 630 tons of the 25,000 tons of wheat 
hus been delivered in Tehran, with the publicity that was 


British Affaire, 
14. His Majesty's Minister has returned to Tehran from Cairo. 


Tehran, YTth May, 1948, 


(B 337/110) No. 24 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Eden—(Received 11th June) 
(No. 202) 

IS’ Majevty’s roprosntative presente his compliment to His Majesty's 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and has the honour to transmit 
herewith a copy of Tatelligence Summary No. 31 for the period of the 18th to 
Mth May, 1043, compiled by the military attaché to this legation 


Tehran, 2th May, 1943. 


Enclosure in No, 24 
(Secret.) 
Military A ttaché's Intelligence Summary No. 21 for the period 18th to 24th May, 
10843, 


Persian Affairs 
Political. 

‘THE obvious weakness and indecision of the Prime Minister, who also 
holds the portfolio of the Ministry of the Interior, are arousing grave fears 
whether he will be able materially to influence the elections and prevent the retarn 
of a number of Tudeh candidates to the Majlis. ‘There is some agitation for the 
Appointinent of a Minister of the Interior with more fires,” ‘There is rowing 
discontent among the Deputies with Soheily’s inconsistencies and falsehoods. 
‘Ali Mansur (F.0, 120; MLA. 164) seems to be a likely successor. 

2. Sipahbod Ahmadi, the Minister for War, bas refused to act any longer 
‘as Military Governor of Tehran. His strict and vigorous application of the 
military law brought him into constant conflict with those of his colleagues in 
the Cabinet who are anxions to cutry favour with press and Deputies and 
all parties. 

3, The strike of the engineers and professors continues ‘The half-bearted 
attempts of the Government to settle it have resulted only in the strikers makit 
increased demands. ‘The unrest is spreading among. other educated an 
underpaid servants of the Government. Anxiety has been caused by 
Dr. Millapaugh’s statements in his second monthly report to the Government to 


the effect that the number of employees in Government departments must be 
reduced, and that increases of pay, necessary though he admitted them to be, could 
not be expected until the financial situation had improved, 


Transport. 

4. The Prime Minister has isstied orders that, since great difficulty is being 
experienced in providing tyres for cars required for essential Government service, 
all Government cars are to be withdrawn from the private charge of individuals 
and to be pooled for use as required. Restrictions on the extravagant use of 
Government cars for private purposes are long overdue. 


A ppointments—Cieil 
5.—{i) Mustafa Quli Kemal Hidayet, to be Governor-General of the 
5th (Kermanshah) Ustan. 
) Kaziin Mudabbir Nuri (Mudabbir es Sultanch), to be Governor of Isfahan 
and Deputy Governor-General of the 10th (Isfahan and Yazd) Ustan, 


Persian Forces. 
The Ministry for War has asked for credit of 250 milla sila meet 
current expenses peniling the presentation and sanction of this year’s budget. Tn 
the preamble to tbe Bill the following figures are given 1 iluscrate the eee on 
the budget of the rise in prices 
Amount Required this 
Provisioniu Last” Year at Prevailing 
Year's Budget. Prices. 
Rials 
Rations 465,848,478 
Fodder 131,000,000 
Clothing 112,602,060 


709,450,598 


Appointments—Military. 
7.—(i) Sartip Mubammad Hussein Amidi (M.A. 16A), to be Military 

Governor of Tehran. i 

i Sartip Razmara (M.A. 243), from command of the Ist Division to be 

Gomvander of the Conteal Recruit Training and Administeative Depot in 
ra, 


Sartip, Rohullah Keikavous.. from command of the 7th (Kerman) 


n to be Commander of the Ist Division, 

(iv) Sarhang Mansur Muzayani, to command the 2nd Division, 
(v) Sartip Setvati, to be an Inspector in the Ministry for War. 
(vi) Sarhang Sayyar, to be Military Governor of Faraidun. 


Internal Security, 
Fars, 

8. General Shahbakhti has commenced operations for the re-establishment 
of Government authority in Fars by moving columns towards Firuzabad from 
Kavar, Kazaran and Jahirum, The advance of the Kavar column was opposed by 

‘sadberents. Details have not yet been received. ‘These operations do, not 
rectly involve all the Qashgai tribes. ‘The Darashuri and Qashquli, who are 
not in this area, are reported to be negotiating with the Boir Almadh for passaye 
through their country to their summer quarters. Proclamations haye been 
Aropped on the tribes ordering them to report. to military posta on their migration 
aud warning them that Joting. will be punished and compensated from tribal 
Property, 
Bakhtiari, 

9. Morteza Quli Khan has agreed to go to Bakhtiari as Govern: 
confident of being able to control the trile and to get rid of Akl 
appointment should give the Bakhtiari tribe more confidence in the Government 
and counteract the effect of those agitators who have been telling the tribes that 
their only hope of survival lies in resistance. It may also have a calming effect 
on Southern Bakhtiari in the area adjacent to the oil-fields, where there has 
recently been disturbance. 


ilitary government has been proclaimed in the town of Shira: 
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Khuzestan. 
10. The Boir Ahmadi have been creating trouble in the Agha Jari-P: 
area of the oilfields, an aren undisturbed for some tine.” Oa the TRE May they 
held up a party of cars coutaining European staff of the oil company, killing 
an Iranian driver and robbing the Europeans of their possessions. 
sum ttiy ag! feported that because the followers of Sheikh Chassib_ (we 
Summary No. 20/43, paragraph 10) did not dis cklyenougl 
Qari, they were Nobel iy Perian Neiuecueaeas 
t is of interest that the Beni Turuf, in spite of the fact that the Persian 
army had begun to disarm them, showed no inclination to support Sheikh Chass. 


Russian A flairs, 


12M. nov, Soviet Ambassador erica, 
om bal ct Ambassador in America, passed through Tehran 


13. The Soviet authorities have opened a hospital of Is 
stafed by Russian doctors, for Persian pationta | ™ At bes im Tehran, 
Polish Affairs 
14, The Polish Ambassador in Russia and all Polish officials wl it 
Russia have now reached Persia vin Askhabad, Bajgicen and Mechod 
American A fairs 


15, Mr. Joseph Davies, formerly American Ambassador in Russia, passed 
ehrough Tehran recently carrying a leer from Mr: Roonevelt to Sealine” ° 


Tehran, 24th May, 1943. 





(8 3458/10/34) No. 25, 


‘Sir R Bullard to Mr. Bden—(Receiee une 
Wo, ar) * ir. Be (Re rd 16th June.) 

[ajesty’s representative presents his compli lo His Majesty’ 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs idea husithe bcpoas rhe: 
herewith a copy of Intelligence Summary No. 22 for the period the 25th 0 
Stat May, 1945, compiled by the military attaché (o this legation 


Tehran, 1st June, 193, 


BK, Rnelosure in No, 25, 


Military Attaché's Intelligence Summary No, 22 for the period 25th to Bist May, 
1943. 


Political, Persian A ffaire. 


‘THE Prime Minister continues to sit uneasily. A b 
to the efect that he held no brief for Sobily, but that the next Demian ogee 
beworse, and tha in any cue to change Prine Ministers during a critical period 
shales ably elects the opinion of many Persians ad accounts for 
% tes representing the engineers i 
interviewed Br. Millspaugh. but were disappaited on being told by 
the state of the nation’s finances did not allow of an increase in pay at present. 
The strike continues and it may now extend to other Government empl 
° an newspapers published a eneral 
Shahbakhti had resigned from the army and that General Ahtued had taken 
over from him in Fars. They added. asa precautionary measore, that this report 
id not confirmed to date, It is obvious that this “ report” was inspired 
be aoe ’s ill- Series gC Ae A A fearlessness, there are many, and 
b Qushyai’s adherents in the capi ‘obvious implicativ 
if that General Shahakhei was to high-eouled a patriot to become the instrument 


of British hostility against the le more suited to the Minister 
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Economic. 

4. The Third Regulation for the Stabilisation of Prices is publisbed as an 
appendix to this summary. The first two regulations refer to powers and duties 
ahd are not of suficient itaportance to be reproduced here. 

5. The text of Dr. Millspangh’s temporary rent restriction regulations is 
given as Appendix 1 to this summa 

‘6. Owing to the heavy loss to Government resulting from the sale of bread 
to the public at the preseat price while wheat is purchased by Government at 
3000 rials per ton, it has been decided to increase the price of bread by 1 rial 
Der kilogramme. ‘This increase has been sharply criticised in the press on the 
rounds that it was unjustified in view of the harvest reported from all 
Sistricts, that it hits hardest the poor, who nowadays eat little but bread, and 
that the enhancement in price of a staple diet must inevitably lead to a general 
increase in all other living expenses. 


Persian Army. 


7. The film Desert Vietory was shown to an audience of 300 Persian army 
officers, It made an excellent impression, 


Appointments—Military. 
& Sarhang Dadistan, to be Acting Chief of Staff to General Shahlukh 
vice Sarhang Farrukh, deceased. 


Bakhtiari. Internat Security, 


9. Tho news of the appointment of Morteza Quli Khan as Governor, of 
Bakhtinri has been generally welcomed by the tribe and bas already bad a 
steadying effect in some cases, and to some extent undermined the position of 
‘Nhol Qasim Bakhtiari. He has already been deserted by some of his followers 
fand he has sent a message to the Persian Commander at Tsfaban to the effeot that 
he wishes to discuss terms of submission, The Jancki tribesmen under Majid 
Hakhtiari, son of Sardar Muazzam, who attacked the Persian garrisons at Lzeh 

id Qaleh-i-Tul (see Summary No, 17/48, paragraph 11) are still being trouble: 
some, and attacked a amall Persian garrison at Qaleh-i-Gandurman, about 
40 tiles west of Shah Reza (Qumisheh), "Reinforcements were sent from Urujan, 
some 10 miles to the north-east, and the tribesmen were drawn off. 


Fars, 
10. General Shabbakhti's operations for the occupation of Nasir Qashgai’s 
stronghold at Firuzabed take slow progress. The column, from Kazaran bus 
reached vJirreh, 30 miles to the east, and the column from Jahrum has reached 
the vicinlty of Qiro-Qavzin, 25 mile wo the weet. The column from Kavar met 
with considerable resistance and is being reinforced, having apparently been 
Checked. Meanwhile, air operations are being carried out against any tribal 
‘concentrations presenting targets. No attempt has yet been made hy the tribesmen 
to interfere with trailic on the road, Qavam-ul-Mulk, whose family has for 
fenerations played an influential part in Fars politics, bas been sent to Shiraz 
iy the Shab at the request of General Shahbakbti, It is hoped that is influence 
Will restrict the number of Nasit’s supporters and give confidence to those 
Who are distrustful of the Government. There is general satisfaction in Fars 
that the Government has at last taken action indicating an intention to restrict 
Qasligai depredations 
TL. ‘There is little accurate information regarding the whereabouts of th 
sab-trites The greater part of the Darasburi are believed to have reached their 
Summer quarters; the Kashquli are reported to be endeavouring to get passage 
through the Dushmanziari country, but to have been opposed by the latter tribe. 
‘The Farsimadan and Shishbuluki were ordered by Nasir Qashgai to return to 
their winter quarters, but some sections may have disobeyed the order and gone 
north, The sinall sub-tribes are for the most part still in winter quarters, 


British A fairs. 


12. General Sir H. Pownall, Commander-im-Chief, Paiforce, visited Tehran 
from the 2st to 24th May: 

‘13. His Majesty's Minister, accompanied by the Oriental Secretary, left for 
Isfahan on the 20th May and, accompanied by the military attaché, left Isfahan 
for Shiraz on the 25th May. ‘They returned on the Sist May. 


















































of 


14. The Government of India have provided a mobile company of Indian 
infantry to assist in the campaign against locusts in the Kerman-Bam-Zahidan 
area. ‘There is some danger that the swarms if not checked might invade India. 

15. Admissions to the Indian General Hospital opened for the treatment of 
Persian typhus patients amounted between the 11th April and the 200h May #9 


American Affairs 


16, Mgr. Spellman, Cardinal Archbishop of New York, has arrived ia 
‘Tehran for a short visit en route to India from Turk 


Polish Affairs. 


17, The number of civilian Poli gees st i ia as 
sun ay Mage ish refugers still in Pe on the 
Men, Women. Children. Total. 
In Tehran 1,397 2870 10,537 
Isfahan 1,980, 
Ahwaz 


15,351 


18, Prince and Princess Peter of Greeve arrived in Tehran on the 
24th May for w short visit, ie 

19. M. Dmitri Lambros, the Greek Chargé d'Affaires, is lea ‘Tehran 
shortly to take up an appointment ux Propaganda Ofer with the Greek Govern 
aes Cairo. He is being succeeded ‘M. Deiraf as chargé d'affaires 

interim. 

20, One hundred Greek nationals in Persia have been called up for service 
With the Greek forces. This total represents every medically ft Greek of tailita 
age in Persia. Only two or three were found to be medically onfit. Many 
these men had never seen Greece, jf 


Tehran, Bat May, 1943, 


Appendix 1 


Rent Restriction Law. 


THE, laws No, 7, regarding fixed prices, were established yesterday by the 
Direotor-feneral of Finance ME vagreuuent with tho Minletzy of Justice a6 
ol 


In view of the powers obtained in accordance with the law on the 
Ath May, 1043, itis Iaid down, in agreement with the Ministry of Justice, that— 


(1) ‘The rent of houses or part of a house, as well as of all other immovable 
property leased as at the 20th February, 143, must not exceed the 
Amount of the rent at that date, If the property is not yet let, it 
tit not exceed the amount of the rent of properties of the same 
‘category on the same date. 

(2) Porsans living in houses on the date of coming into forve of the preceding 
article, if they are not already liable to expulsion, will remain if 
Air domicile at the rent paid previous to the preparation of defile 
regulations. 

(8) If the rent of houses and property has been increased after the date of 
the 20th February, 1945, their rent after the 23rd May. 1943, will be 
the same as that on the 20th February, 143, 

(4) These laws are provisional and will remain in force as long as the 
regulations and alteration of rents have not been established. 


A. 8. MILLSPAUGH, 


Director-Geweral of Finance. 


95 


Appendix 2. 
Third Regulation for Stabilisation of Prices. 


‘THE third regulation issued by the Administrator-General of Finance of 
the stabilisation of prices, dated for the 23rd May, 143, read as follows -— 


n continuation of the powers vested in me as per law dated the 4th May 
it is ordered that— 

(1) The requirements of every foreign Power which should be insured by 
local purchases, shall be determined, once every six months, by agree- 
ment ‘concluded between the representative of the foreign Power 
Concerned or the civil or military foreign authorities, on the one part, 
‘and the Administrator-General for the Stabilisation of Prices on the 
Other part, with the approval of the Administrator-General. of 
Finance. 

(2) The Financial Agencies in the provinces and the heads of Revenne 
‘Offices in the towns shall issue export permits for local purchases to 
the civil or military foreign authorities within the quota announced 
by the Department for the Stabilisation of Prices, f 

(8) Application for local purchases should be written on special forms 
supplied by the Department for the Stabilisation of Prices 


this regulation shall be enforced from the Oth June, 1943,” 





[B 3588/110/34) No, 26, 
Sir R. Ballard to Mr. Eden.—(Reecived ®rd June.) 
(No, 225), erro 
HIS. Majesty's representative presents his compliments to Hix Majesty's 
Priveipal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and hax the honowr to 
transait herewith a copy of Intelligence Summary No. 29 for the period the 
Yat to 7th dune, 1943, compiled by the military attaché to this legation. 


Tehran, 8th June, 1943, 


Enclosure in No, 26 

(Beoret.) 

Miltary Attaches Intelligence Summary No.2 forthe Period Vat to 7th June, 
1983, 


Persian A faire. 
Political. 

HIS Imperial Majesty the Shah, accompanied by Queen Fowzieh, the 
Minister of the Court and members of his personal staff, left Tehran for a visit 
to Isfaban on the 6th June. The Shah may go on to Shiraz, but this visit will 
depend on the stage reached, in General Shahbakhti’s operations against Nasir 

fai. ‘The effect of the Shah's visit to the provinces, whose inhabitants feel 
that they get very little consideration from the Central Government, should be 

“fhe Shah usually succeeds in making « good impression in his personal 
contacts 

Political circles in Tehran, and in the provinces, are greatly, conceried 
bout, the next clections. |The ierm of the present Majlis, ends on the 
2rd November, elections should take place on the Mth September, and three 
inonths before that, on the 23rd June, the official aumnouncement that new elections 
will take place is due to be made. Various coalitions of Majlis parties are being 












































re being organised outside the Majlis for the purpose of 
Pshing new candidates, but so far the only party, that has appeared with 
organisation and discipline is the Tudeh party. The Prime Minister has 
promised that the elections will be free, that military governorship will be 
abolished for the period of the election campaign and political meetings freely 
allowed. But their is little faith left, even among his wavering supporters in the 
Majlis, in the Prime Minister's promises or in his capacity to ensure the 
reelection of any Deputy even if he wished to do so. There are few Persians 
who donot believe thatthe Tudeh party is supported, inspired and kept together 
by Rusian inflence, or that it will eventually be used as an instrament of Soviet 
policy. 

3. Discontent with the Prime Minister increases on all sides, and his early 
fall is predicted. Seyyid Zin ed Din Tabatabai has a growing number of 
supporters in spite of the fact that it is generally believed that the Shah would 
‘oppose his appointment as Prime Minister. Even Qavam es Sultaneh, who has 
returned to Tebran i being mentioned as a posible successor, but he has many 

itter opponents. 

4. Representatives of the professors and engineers on strike were inter 
viewed by the Shah on the Sth Jane, and the strikers resumed work on the 
following day. ‘The terms of the settlement are not known. 

5, “After his interview with the strikers which was mentioned in Summary 
No, 22/43, paragraph 2, Dr. Millspaugh published in the press a. statement of 
his “views, ‘which provoked much “unfavourable criticism, | After stating 
categorically that until Government could afford to increase the salaries of 
deserving employees he would not agree to giving increases to any one class, least 
of all to strikers, he went on to accuse the strikers of attempting date 
the Goveroment and of acting under the inflence of politcal agitators. This 
called forth a rejoinder which reminded Dr. Millspangh that be had authority 
to speak on financial questions only, that the political aspect was not his concern, 
and that the salaries of two of the many foreign advisers now being paid by the 
Government would go far towards improving conditions for the engineers and 
professors. 

6. The following newspapers which had heen suppressed have now teen 
allowed to reappear: Mehr Fran, Bakhtar, Iqdam, Kethan, Kurshid i Iran, 


Keonomie. 
7, The terms of the Soviet-Persian Financial Agreement have now been 
published, ‘The following are the principal points :— 


(a) Persia is obliged to supply the Soviet authorities with all rials they need 
(over and above the rials realised by the Soviet authorities through 
the sale of goods) up to a limit of the equivalent of 15-5 million 
dollars in any period of six months (at present rate of exchange= 
500 million rials). 

(H) Rials will be obtained by the Soviet authorities on demand against the 
‘equivalent in United States dollars, credited to the Persian Govern- 
ment in blocked account in Moscow. 

(0) At the end of each calendar half-year the balance of the blocked dollars 
‘account in Moscow will be converted as to 60 per cent. into gold. Silver 
may be substituted for gold by mntual agreement. 

(2) The official dollar rial rate of exchange will be observed; the price of 
gid and silver wil be calculated at oficial prices ruling in the United 

tates, 


8. The text of a reciprocal trade agreement between the United States and 
Persia, which was signed at Washington on the 8th April, has been published 


the press 
9. lspaugh bas issued a regulation—No, 5—declaring that the 
import an siete s Aelia. eatadiie wil i, tture be. Govern 
monopol cotton. goods, sacki wrapping material, soap and candles, 
tlectte light bulbs insulated wire, paints of afl sorts, chemical products of all 
sorts, motor vehicles, spare parts and accessories, tyres and tubes, lamps, lamp 
chimneys and wicks, china-ware, glase-ware and kitchen atensils, pins. needles, 
epee, typewriters and their acessories, nk coal firewood, chartal all threads 

tocks of these commodities at present in the country or on order from abroad 
inst be declared to the Government, 
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10. De. Millspaugh has presented to the Majlis a Bill for the revision of 
the Income-Tax Taw. His proposals include: Exemption of incomes of 
6,000 rials per annum and, in addition, of certain specified amounts for dep 
dants, exemption of interest on savings and of an amount equivalent 0 nite 
times the amount of interest received from savings or deposit accounts or Govern. 
ment bonds; exemption of the salaries of Government employees and peasants. 
‘a tax on taxable incomes, after deducting the amount exempted of 2 per cent, on 
incomes up to 10,000 rials per annum, increasing to 80 per cent. on incomes 
exceeding 500,000 rials per annum. The effect would be to lighten the burden 
of taxation on small incomes while heavily increasing that on large incomes. ‘The 
maximum tax now imposed is 20 per cer 

11. The Bill, as was to be expected, has aroused the violent opposition of 

who have launched a campaign in the pres and among vena! Deputies 
Tt is criticised on the grounds that it will stifle enterprise and 


elcomed by the lower classes 

2 Dr. Millspaugh has instructed all Ministries that, aince revenue is 
insufficient to meet expenditure, a reduction of 15 per cent, to 25 per cent. must 
be made in the number of Govornment employees Until this reduction has been 
put into effect no salaries will be paid. 

13. The Bill referred to in Sammary No. 13/48, paragraph 9, for the issue 
ff tax-free Treasury bonds to the value of 300 million vials and for an increase 
n the amount of coinage of low denomination from 34} million rials to 75 mili 

rials is now being debated in the Majlis. ‘The increase of small coinage bax been 
approved. 

14. The Anglo-Tranian Oil Company has agreed that royalties to be paid 
to the Persian Go ant should be fixed at £4 million per annum uptil the end 
of the war. 

15. A municipal tax of 40 dinars per litre hax been imposed on petrol in 
‘Tehran, 

16, The increase in the price of rend (ose ary No, 22/43, para 

raph 6) has aroused universal discontent among the poor. Local officials, fearin 
fod, have im some places refused 10 In Ardebil there were riots in 
are acct encouraged 
or has instructed the Ministry of Commerce and 
ng reforms are to be put into effect in factories 


reduction, and that the Government has not the machinery to enforce it, It has 
fen 
1 


rx of work are to be reduced. expecially for women and children, 
under 12 years of age not to be employed 
Tieastres are to be taken to ensure the health of workers 
(a) The Workers’ Insurance Bill, whon it becomes law, is to be strictly 
enforced 
(6) Washing and recreation facitities are to be provided for the workers, 


8 A postal airgraph serview between Persia and Great Britain was 
inaugurated on the 2nd June 

19. Locusts have heen found in considerable numbers in the area Bam: 
Zahidan, and swarms have been found as far to the north as Naim, Quin and 
Sabzavar. 


Appointmente—Cicil 
20—{i) Ghulam Reza Thami to be Farmandar of Semnan. 
iy oe Mahmud Mehran to be Director-General of the Ministry of Finance. 
Git) ‘Mr James Robinson, a member of Dr. Millspaugh's stall, to be Director 
General of the Price Stabilisation Department, 
(is), Mishah Fatimi to be Governor-General of Khozestan. 
(0) Mortera Quli Khan Bakhtiari (F.0, 49; M.A, 60) to he Farmandar of 
Bakhtiari 


Persian Forces. 
Gendarmerie. 
21, A Bill has been Iaid before the Majlis for the engmgament of ‘Colonel 
‘Awerican army, and @ maximum staff of seven Americs 
Say peony ia the Ministry of ‘the Interior for the reorganisation of the 
gendarmerie. 
(26155) X 
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A ppointments—Military, 
22—(i) Sartip Abdur Reza Afkbami (FO. 2; M.A. 2) to be Commander of 
the 7th (Kerman) Division 
(ii) Sarhang Hussein Mahin to coumand the Mechanised Brigade, 
(iit) Sarlashkar Abul Hussein Purzand to be Director af the Army Horse= 
and Mule: Breeding Department. 
ot), Sartip Atanllah “Alai to be bead of the Supplies Department of 
the army 


Internal Security. 
Fare. ¢ 
23. Very little progress has been made with the operations for the 
‘ocoupation of Firuzabad. Persian troops have occupied Earashband, but the 
mam advance from Kavar is till held up, and it is now confirmed that this 
column met with a reverse Reinforcements of a battalion from Isfahan and 
her from Tebran have been sent to General Shahbakhti, Casualties sullered 
the Persian forces have been reported by General Shahbakhti to the Shab as 
1% killed and 105 wounded, mostly slightly. Ho also claima to have inflicted 
very heavy casnalties on the Qashgai. He reports that the ence that 
the opetitions of the tribes are being directed hy Germans, who have also organised 
« hospital in Firueabad for the wounded, —Heary destruction has been cartied 
out on the Kavar~Firuzabad road. There have been minor robberies of drivers 
ow the road and the first serious interference with Russian convoys, when two 
Russian trucks, driven by Persian drivers, were held up, forced off the road and 
burnt. Tt ie reported that, in addition’ to the Darashuri, the Kashqoli and 
Fursiinadan tribes are moving to theit summer quartera. pillaging villages 
accordance with tribal custom on the way. The Shishbuluki and smaller tribes 
are apparently still in winter quarters and they must sotwe discom! 
‘The Mamassant ond Dushmaneiatt tribes show no to support Nasir 
Qushigai anid may even be persuaded to give active w Government 
A There ix considerable dimsatinfac ig all. except Nasir 
adherents, with the lack of determination being shown by General Shabbakhth 
his operations: the Shah has expressed his displ d haw instructed 
the Minister for War to telegraph to General o the effect that the 
Shah expects to have news of the capture af F Isfahan 
(eee paragraph 1 above) 0 ly 
Ayitation by the Deputy Nowbakht and hix pro-Axia associates cont 
ran, An anonymous pamphlet war circulated which pertiuently axked why 
the many robbers in Persia only the Quahgai abould be pursued; why not the 
Prime Minister, who had previously been driven out of office becauke of his 
robberien; who protected the Kurds 1 that they wore allowed to keep # 
did not Goneral Shahbakhti realine that he would get no better reward thai 
tools of the Kuglish such as the ex-Shah and Admiral Darlan ? 


Kub-i-Galu 

25. Tt_dees not appear that the Boir Ahmadi intend to give any active 
support to Nasir Quahgat, but they may be relied upon fo take advantage of ally 
disorder that may oocur, "Their chiefs are reported to be fully occupied with the 
inter-clan feuds, which are characteristic of the oir Abm 


Khuzestan 

26. I is surprising that, in spite of the preoccupations of the Persian troops 
‘on the eastern side of the province and of the excitement among the Arabs 
‘used by the incursion of Sheikh Chass (we Suminary No. 10/43, paragraph 7) 
aud hy the deportation by the Persian authorities of & respected Arab religious 
leador, Sayyid fasa Kamaliddin, on the grounds that he was an exciting influence 
among the Arabs, the Beni Turuf have continued to surrender their arms and 
hy the end of the-month had handed in over 5X) 


Kermanshah, 

27, His Majesty's Consul reports that there is growing restlessness amon 

w tribes of the rmanshah Province. There has been inter-clan fighting ovet 

a land dispute at Pave, the Jawanrndi tribesmen driving out the sons of Jaafat 
Sultan, For the time being peace has been restored. 
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British A flairs. 


23. His Majesty's Legation ls informed the Persian Government that 
tiace it wa ot pregaty conealed Ht docs nol conser What Tie Majesty's 
Government is bound by the provisions of the Director-General’s Regulation 
No. 3, which stipulates that the requirements in local purchases of foreign Powers 
shall’ be determined in advance every six months in agreement with. the 
‘Adininistrator-General for the Stabilisation of Prices—sce Summary No, 22/43, 
paragraph 4and Appendix 2 His Majesty's Legation is, however, prepared to 
discuss methods of regulating local purchase 


Chineve Affairs. 


20, Colonel Tang Te-heng, with two assistants, has arrived in Tehran as 
Chinese Military Atiaché 


Russian Affairs 


80, Tt is reliably reported that the railway from Russian Astara to Bakw 
is now in full operation as a supply ronte from Persia to Russia. 


Tehran, 7th June, 1043. 
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CHAPTER V.—SYRIA AND THE LEBANON. 


(E 2016/27/89) No. 27. 
Sir B, Spears to Mr, Rien-—(Received Aprit 7) 


Ite Majesty's Minister at Herat presents his compliments to His Majesty's 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and. with reference to telseram 
No. 198 of the 19th March to Foreign Office, has the honour to transmit to him a 
copy of General Catroux’s address on the 18th March to the Lebanese on the 
restoration of constitutional life 


Beirut, March 2, 194%, 
———— 
Fnolowure in No, 27, 


Adresse du Général Catrowx au Peuple tibanais 
Libanain 
AGISSANT dans Vesprit traditionnel de ta France et en conform 
AGoisions aerétées, en accord avec le Gouverwement britaunique, par le Comite 
ational Francais, j'ai pris, Ala date du 18 mars 1943, lox mesures propres & 
assurer In restauration de votre vie constitationnelle, 
Cow mesures sont définies dans troix arrstée 


Lun d’eux remot en vigueur la Constitution de Ia Répubii naive, & 
compter du joor of une Chambre des Députée, issue. d-decticy générales i 
intervenir dans un déloi maximum de trois mois, auira elle-méme lu fe Président 
do In République. 
Cot arrité modifle In composition de la Chambre future 
plus que des metnbires élus h exclusion de membres nomme 
Te deuxidme arrété organive les pouvoire de I'Etat pour Ia période & courir 
Jusq ia tomiso en vigueur dos institutions eonrtitutiounelles 
A cot Wu pouvoir provisoire simplifié eat cre. Tl a 
omenticlle de présider ila consultation populaire doi aortira la ¢ 
rotirera dis que le Président do la République aura été dh 
Ce pouvoir ost placé aux mai 
sassinté de deux Ministres d'Rtat 
___ Le troinidune arrité désigne, 
Gouvernement, le Docteur 


qui ne comprendra 


ntale, colle de 
jwement, Je problime de la reprise de la vie 
Meal de ia France, aux principes des Nations 


respect des opinions. 
ment qui présidera 
fn nombre, il at 
Ff : on patriotiame litwnsis son 
pega tialité. Tel est le cas du Docteur 
Le ee souci ce. au Parlement l'exereice 
ui est de représenter le pays. entraine logiquement Léimroathe on 
[Assemble dex Deputés pommés joni jr le poawir erect “Hate 
aurn désormais ‘bls Chambre ‘libanaise "que des Terre: n'y 
de Ia nation. Cependant, «il apparalt aux poaynirs publics te reeignerecy cos 
{pnstitationnellement mis en place. qu’il est utile an bien de Ete de senrate 
dualité de représentaton, "la Constitution pourra, suivant ‘lat Mail 
riglementaire, étre revisée cette fin. Mais if ext indiseutable quied eects 
conjoneture, la solution la phus couforme & esprit démocratique carat derive 
siGger, dans deax Chambres distincte, les hn de la nation ef les reriGen ce 
Telle est l'économie des mesures jue js wises et it 
Daotressoltins ene pice ‘On poate a ate 


de sa fonction organique, 
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#39, soit A portir du régime actuel, Des raisons dordre moral 
s‘opposaient a la premitre méthode; quant a la seconde,elle devait étre écartée pour 
des raisons dincompatibilité de doctrines. On concevrait, en effet, diffcilement 
qu'un Gouvernement formé pour appliquer et qui a appliqué un régime des pleins 
Pouvoirs, fit qualifié pour procéder i la restauration du régime comatitutionnel 
et démocratique. En cette affaire cependant, je tiens a le souligner, les principes 
suls en cause et non les hommes. Ceux-ci ant servi le pays av 
des grayes difficultés du moment. Un hommage leur est di i 1' 

ils quittent le pouvoir. Et je me plats le lear rendre. 

Libanais! Les fondements de In reprise de votre vie constitutionnell 
‘maintenant posés sur des bases saines. Vos libertés publiques vous sont restituées, 
‘Vous allez les exercer sans contrainte pendant la période électorale, Je suis assuré 
que Vous en userex aver sagesse comme il convient A un peuple politiquement mir 
et quia conscience de Timportan Tacte qu'il nccomplit en vota 
L’Assemblée qui sortira de yos suffrages exercera, vous Je discomnet bie 
influence profonde sur l'avenir de votre pays. Pensex donc 
graye conjoncture comine moi qui suis votre ami et qui représente dup 
Fe"perennité de Vamitie francolibanaise; j'y ai funat avant darter: mer 
décisions 


Beyrouth, le 18 mars 1943, 


(E 1774/27/89 No, 28 


Weekly Political Summary, No. 91, Syria and the Lebanon, March 24, 1043, 
(Receiced in Foreign Office, April 7,) 


FENERAL CATROUX’S anxiously awaited statement of his election 
plans for the Lebanon was made ina broadcast on the 18th March, in which he 
proclaimed tho restoration of the suspended Constitution with the exception of 
those clauses which prescribe the nomination by the President of one-third of 
the Deputies, and the appointment of a provisional Government of threo, 
comprising Dr. Ayoub Tabet ax head of the State and of the Governmet 
assisted by two Ministers, to administer the country until tho elections are held 
in three months’ time. A deoree issued iminediately thereafter by Dr, Tabet 
appointed Khaled Chehab and Jawad Boulos to thew posts 

‘The British authorities had consistently urged’ the suppression of thowe 
clauses of the Constitution providing for the nomination of ano-third of the 
Deputies and the wppeintment of w neutral interim Government rather than the 
recall of the old Chamber, ‘They had also expressed their agreement to the 
‘appointment of Ayoub Tabet ax head of the Stato, In order, thorefore, to make 

Wuite clear that these steps had len taken with the full approval of the Britinh 
aulhoritien, His Majesty's, Minister trondcast on the T0th ‘March, warmly 
welcoming General Catroux's decisioux. ‘The broadcast is reported to have had 

excellent effect on the population, which has, on the whole, accepted these 
arrangements with satisfaction despite the successful efforts which had heen 
made by President Naccache to pose as the champion of Lebanese independence. 
‘The President has refused to resign in favour of the new régime, but his refusal 
makes no practical difference. 

‘This solution of the problem also found much fayour in Syria, where 
opposition to the recall of the 1996 Chamber under the presidency of Hashim 
Atassi was crystallising as it became increasingly clear that this was General 
Catroux's intention if he could obtain the agreement of the Nationalists to his 
conditions. As for the Syrian Government, they were encouraged by the example 
of President Naceache to adopt an attitude of defiance towards this or any other 

lan involving their own disappearance from office. On the 18th March the 
Syrian Prime Minister informed the Political Officer that he hail protested to 
General Catroux, and also to General Collet, that the French plan for the recall 
of the Chamber was lira eires, and had declared that he, supported by his 
colleagues, would neither recognise Hashiin Atassi if he were recalled as 
President, nor resign to make way for provisional Government, 

While political excitement was thus at its height, serious rioting broke out 
in Damaseas on the 20th March, the date fixed for the introdaction of the new 
scheme for feeding the Damascus popnlation described in last week's Summary. 
This was an unfortunate coincidence, but unavoidable. It had been intended io 
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introduce these changes several weeks earlier, but they had beea deferred owing 
to the difficulties created by the pusillanimity of the Syrian Government, until 
they could be deferred no longer. On the political side, General Catroux had 
experienced unexpected difficulties in his negotiations for the formation of a 
provisional loverninent, and by ube 20th March be coud wait no longer, since be 
was urgently requ 

Tt seems clear that the demonstrations were not primaril 
but were due to the partial application of this reduction, to the bad quality of 
the bread issued and to rumours that further reductions were imminent, The 
population do not, in fact, seem to have been aware that the ration to which they 
wore to be reduced had been earrent in other parts of the country for some time 
past; but, as they have always enjoyed favoured treatment, it is doubtful how 
Tar the realisation of this fact could have served to appease then 

ho rioting started at in the morning, and a mob forced its way into tbe 
Palais do dustice, attempting. without success, to set it on fire. and destroying. 
most of the archives, When the orawd tured their atteution to the Sérail, the 
olice and gondarmerie were obliged to self-defence. Five rioters were 
‘led and somo thirty police and gendarmes injured, Owing to the inadequate 
pecuntions un by the Prenh to provide again « danger, which could have 
heen foreacen, it was not until 10 At. that tho Troupes Speciales were called in 
to protect attategic points. After consultation between General Catroux and 
Hix Majesty's Minister, special powers wore subsequently given to General Collet 
by ‘“arrité quthorixing him to supersede the civil authority. A curfew was 
imposed and other meamires were taken to prevent public gatherings, long-range 
telephone calls, & 

Rioting continued spasmodically during the next four days, and bas. not 
ceavedd altogether at the time of writing, although the situation is more or less 
in hand. Provisional figures of casualties are as follows: killed, nine riotera and 
tio police; injured, sixty-five rioters and fifty-two police 

‘Although the intention had been to reduce the ration throoghout the town 
on the 20th March, it afterwards transpired that this had only been done ina 

w districts. Many bakeries were looted on the firat { others forced 10 
close to avoid looting. Tt was therefore necessary to mobil esources of the 
British and French military authorities in order to bake roficient bread for the 
population on the following morning. In certain quarters the mob intimidated 
the bakers into giving out more than the ration prescribed, Ty the evening of 
the 23rd Maroh fair degree of order had been reintroduced into the distribu: 
tion arrangements of the O.C.P, A highly suspect proposal, put forward by the 
‘uunicipal authorities and strongly supported by General Collet and his advisers, 

Hhoroby the control of the O.C-F, would have been virtually eliminated, bad beeo 

d, and aufloient flour was being delivered to the bakers to feed the entire 
population of the town at the rate of 400 grammes of bread a day, ‘This state of 
fifairs was being accepted by the population with a good deal of murmuring, but 
Without a recrudescence of serious disorders, 

Tn view of this troubled situation, it i¢ ot surprising that Hashim Atass 
wos reluctant to, accept office, although General Catroux finally abandoned his 
tampa to extract any pled from the Nationalist in regard fo the coneosion 
‘of a Franco-Syrian treaty or the Inter formation of a Senate. ‘The Delegate 
General therefore decided to follow the Labanese precedent in Syria, and on the 
2th March, after a discussion in Damascus with Hashim Atassi, who appears 
to have signified his agreement, deorees were issued setting up'a provisional 
Government under Ata Bey Ayoubi as bead of the State and head of the 
Government, By prior arrangement with General Catroux, Ata Bey chose as 

threo Ministers Mustafa Shehabi, Minister of Finance in the Jamil Ulshi 
Government; Snidi Atassi, a former Minister of Education under the late 
Sheikh Taj ed Din; aod Naim Antaki, a Christian from Aleppo and a friend 
and follower of Jamil Mardam. As in the Lebanon, dectecs were also issued 
rescinding the measure whereby’ the Freach High Commissioner had suspended 
the Constitution in 1939, and restoring. it with effect from the date of the election 
‘of a President of the Republic by the representative Chamber. Elections are to 
take place within three months. ‘The “ Chef d’Etat "” is given authority to make 
Taws in the Council of Ministers and to conduct elections. 

Tt cannot he said that. the Provisional Government is non-party in character. 
Ata Bey himeelf, though not a member of the Boe. is an outspoken sympathiser. 
Mustafa Shehabi and Naim Antaki (the latter a Christian from Aleppo) are 
members of the bloe. Saidi Atassi is the only neutral, despite his relati 
‘with Hashim Atassi, with whom, incidentally, he is stid (o be on bad terms. On 
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the other hand, both Ata Ayoubi and Mustafa Shehabi are moderates and enjoy 
a fair reputation for integrity, especially the latter: 

Tt is too early to assess What the reactions to these changes will be, but a 
certain amount of opposition must be expected from the rivals of the bloc, and 
this may still farther complicate the already difficult situation in Damascus. 


Wheat. 

Despite bad weather, which has hampered transport in most parts of the 

‘purchases for the past seven days have remained steady at the level of 
previous weeks 


The Lebanon. 
The few days which preceded General Catroux's announcement of election 
arrangements in the Lebanon were marked by increasing political tension, 
caused partly by the mumber of conflicting and (generally inaccurate rumours 
Sireulating ax to the aature of those arrangements, and partly by the apparent 
Aetermination of the Lebanese President and Government 10 oling to office in 
defiance of the Délgeué général 
‘On the 13th March the President proposed to his Government that he should 
forthwith promulgate an electoral decree himself. The Prime Min 
other Minister supported him; the other four refused anid offered their resigns 
ion, which, however, the President did ot scoept. On the 16th March the 
President and Prime Minister invented another scheme, by which tho latter 
would resign with his Gi mt and would thereupon be charged hy the 
President with the ‘a new Ministry, in which four  yos-men 
would take the plac ‘and would at once 
promulgate the electoral. decree handoned when it was 
Tealined that it wonld not receive British support; 
Prime Minister continued to protest publicly that they would und 
stances connent to resign at the behest of General Catroux,  Howove 
morning following General Catroux’s proclamation they chose the path of 
Uiseretion by not going to their offices, in which. the Provisional Government 
promptly installed itself. Tt was reported that they intended to vend a. strong 
protest to General Catroux against hix action, but the four dissident \ 
refused to support th yet known whethor they have 
done #. Tn any case, the wits hax clearly bruthed the 
‘As stated, public opinion has, on the whole, received, the 
monts with satisfaction, The parties of Emile Kddé and Béchara el Khour 
finally disabaved of the illusion that they were to be allowed to divide the port 
in the Provisional Government. between them, are naturally. bitterly 
Gisappointed and resentful, Certain sections of uninformed opinion ate alan 
ied to criticise the British authorities for having failed to support President 
is still regarded as his stand for Lebaneer indopondent rights 
fguinst French intorference, bat the majority of the popalation have been quick 
to note that the British have had their way on the ubree points to which they are 
everally known to have attached importance, namely, the holding of the elections 
At all, the recall of the 1930 Chamber, and the elimination of the principle of 
hhominated Deputies. Whilst the fear atill persists that the elections, expecially 
in the provinces, will be run by the French, Conseitlers, ax in the pant, tho 
rowing that the British authorities, who are known to favour free 
‘if have their own way in this also, De, Tabet, although wnpoplar 


fon accodnt of his obstinate and cantankerous nature, is generally respected for 
h ity and. independence of character, and it is realised that the 
Tersoualties of "his two, colleagues are of ker importance now that the 
principles have been £0 well laid dow 





[B 1918/27/89) No. 20. 


(Becret,) 
Weekly Political Summary Na. 52, Syria and the Lebanon, March 31, 194 
(Received in Foreign Office, April 12) 
General, 
THE decree appointing a provisional Government in Syrin under Ata Bey 
Ayoubi as" Chef d/ Rtit"" did not, as stated in last week's summary, stipu 
that elections should be held within three months, but merely provided for the 
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couyocation of the electoral colleges within that time limit, In this respect the 
decree differed from that previously issued in the Lebanon, which had stated that 
elections would be held iu three months’ time. Immediately before leaving, for 
North Africa, General Catroux imued an arrété rectifcatif in respect of the 
latter, prescribing that in the Lebanon also the convocation of the electoral 
calleges, and not the elections themselves, should take place within three months. 
This, perhaps inevitably, has given rise to local rumours that the French intend 
to postpone the elections indefinitely; but such pessimism is probably unjustified, 
and if there is any such intention it will be overcoane by suitable pressare. 

Tt was not to be expected that the provisional Governments which have beet 
set up would please all sections of the population. ‘The new Syrian Government 
is being criticised in some quarters for its Nationalist bias, and the Lebanese 
Government is judged to be too pro-French; but on the whole it is realised that 
a genuine atternpt has been made to secure impartiality of administration duria 

lection period, and the knowledge that the interim Governments have Britis 
support has done much to render thom acceptable to all but incorrigible 
maleontents and those whose own hopes af office have been disappointed. 

Electoral lists are now in process of compilation, and the various political 
parties are grouping themselves for the coming contest, but it is not yet possible 
Lo prophesy with any degree of certainty how the contending factions will Vine up. 
There are, however, already indications that the British insistence on impartial 
oloctions and refusal to take rides have had the eflect of encouraging the 
‘opponents of those who by reason of their influence would under different 
‘lrcumatances have been certain of an any victory 

‘Tho disorders which have occurred in Damascus have not had any important 
repercussions elsewhere, notwithstanding the fact that the supply situation 1 
procarious in many places, 


Wheat. 
Cereal collection during the past week has been hampered by bad weather, 
‘ond the results are below the average. 
A survey of the new crop now being made, and steps have been taken to 
censure that the estimates should be more accurate than those made last year, when 
the O.C.P. onganimtion was in its infancy 


Syria—Damascus, 
orders reported in last week's summary had ceased by tho 
25th March, but the town remained closed until the 2th, when the majority of 
reopened. ‘The curfew which was impowed has now been lifted. an 
have returned al The reduction in the broad issue 
not yet functioning completely. 
«entitled to do s0 is therefore 
to the poor 
Minister called on the new Government, 
‘Tho Government has on the whole been 
Il received despite its Nationalist bias Jamil Ulshi and his Goverment, 
withstanding their protest to General Catroux reported in last week's 
summary, did what was expected of them and quietly withdrow. Their decision 
to do x neams clearly to have been due to the realisation produced by His 
Majesty's Minister's broadeast from Beirut that an obstructive attitude would 
‘ok meet with British approval 


The Lebanon, 

ion arrangements promulgated on the 18th March have now been. 

in all their implications. The bulk of opinion still refuses to 

ve that interference in the elections can te prevented; and considerable 

ism has been slirected against the Allies for having installed a Government 

hres mombees of which ore themseiex candidates Tor the Chamber and for 

presidency, and two members of which at least are regarded as particularly 
able to French influence. = a 

Nevertheless the lists of candidates which are taking shape in all districts 

+0 far show a considerable measure of independence of spirit, in that candidates 

‘openly supported by Conseillers are being opposed by combinations of eandidates 

with much greater electoral strength. The final composition of the lists will not 

be known for another week oF two, 
‘Dr. Ayoub Tabet has so far devoted himself mainly to clearing up some of 
the administrative chaos left by his predecessor and to informing himself of 
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certain outstanding questions such as those connected with supply. He ha 
it clear in conversation that he proposes to keep on good terms with both 
and British authorities, without trackling to either, and to work for the establish: 
ment of an entirely independent, Christian-dor 
ministerial declaration, which contained assura 
promote free elections and expressions of gratitude to both French and British 
‘Authorities, was satisfactory in to 

“The Beirut pharmacists. having so far received no satisfaction from th 
French authorities or from the Lebanese Goverment in regard to their protest 
against the new French regulations on the importation and sale of pharmaceutical 
products, are threatening an early closure of all pharmacies, 





( 2152/27/89) No. 30 
Sir E. Spears to Mr. Bden—{Received April 14) 


Beirut, Aprit 1, 1943. 
WITH reference to my despatch No, 14 of the 22nd March, regarding the 
restoration of the constitutional rérime in the Lebanon, 1 have the honour to 
transmit to you herewith the text of a supplementary decree, dated the 
25th March, whoreby article 2 of Decree No. 120 F.C. of the 18th March is 
rectified. 

2. The offect of this alteration is to specify a limit of three months, not 
for the election of a Parliament, but for the convocation of electoral colleges, 
to date being fixed for the former.” Inthe deere regarding Syria, copien of 
which were enclosed in my despatch No. 17 of the Ist April, the convocation of 
slectoral colleges is mentioned in the same terms 

‘3. The absonce of any tine-limit for yoneral elections has given rise locally 
toa certain amount of uncasivess, as it is felt in some quarters that the Fighting 
Fronch may attempt by this means to introduce further delays in the realisation 
of the full measure of constitutional life. 1 have as yet no evidence to show that 
fauch in in fact their intention, but the possibility cannot be oxcluded, and it may 
bo necessary to reassure tho public by means of satne pronouncement on the part 
‘of the two Governments 

4 Tam sending a copy of this despatch to the Minister of State in Cairo. 

havo, &o, 
BE. L. SPEARS. 


(No. 19) 
Sir, 


Enclosure in No, 30, 


LE, Général d’Armée Catroux a rendu le 25 mars Varrété suivant 

Article 1°. Liarticle 2 de Varrité No, 120/F.C. du 18 mars 1943 
rétablisant au Liban Vapplication de In Constitution et modifiant certaines 
dispositions de cette Constitution est rectifié de la fagon suivante 


“ Art. 2 La Constitation de la République lihanaise promuluge le 23 mai 
1926 et modifiée par les lois constitutionnelles du 17 octobre 1927 et da 8 mai 1920 
‘ext rétablio, avec les modifications qui ¥ sont apportées par l'article 3 du présent 
arrité, 

"Le rétablissement de la Constitution prendra effet du jour oh ta Chambre 
dea Députés, issue d’élections A intervenir ot effectnées dans les conditions fixées 
par Varété dy Hat-Commissaire No, 2/11 du2 janvier 193 complté of modifié 

les arrétés No, 5/LR du 4 mai 1934, No. 279/LR du. 3 décembre 1934, 
Qo: 140/18 an 20 juillet 1937 et LR du 7 octobre 1997, aura procédé 2 


Vaection du Président de la Répablique conformément aux dispositions des 
articles 49, 74 et 75 de Ia Constitution, 4 

“"La convocation des colliges électoraux en vne de ces élections devra are 
effectuée dans tn délai de trois mois au maximum & partir de la date du présent 
arreté”” 

AML 2. Le Secrétaire général ot chargé de Vexécation du prisent art 


fu 14 avril 1025, entrera en viguear par vote d’affichage & Ia porte de la délégation 


gp za urpenc et conformérent aux dispositions de article de arr 90/8 
générale, 
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[E 2154/27/89) No. 1 
Sir E. Spears to Mr. Eden—(Received Aprit 14.) 


Beirut, April. 1, 1943. 

WITH reference to my telegram No, 199 of the 19th March regarding the 

ion of constitutional Tife in the Lebanon, I have the honour to transmit 

to vou herewith the text of the desla mide by General Catroux on the 

25th March to the people of Syria, announcing, in generally similar terms, the 

restoration of the constitutional régime in that country. A translation of 
troux’s declaration is also enclosed, 

T am sending copy of this despatch with second enclosure only to the 

Minister of State, Cairo, His Majesty's Ambassador, Bagdad, the High 

Commissioner for Palestine and His Majesty's ropresmtatives at Jedda and 


Enclosure 1 in 


Message du Général Catroux au Peupte ayrien 
Syriet 
P dans Vesprit traditionnel de Ia France et en conformité de 
décinions arritées, on wecord avec le Gouvernement britannique, par le Comité 
National Frangais, j'ai prin, & Ia date di 25 mars 1943, les mesures propres & 
‘aaauiror la restauiration de votre vie constitutionnelle 
rit, 
wett Ia Constitution de 

comptor du jour of une Chambre des Dépatés issue d’élect 
intervenir, wir convocation, dank un délai maximum de trois mois, des collages 
Aloctoraux, aura elle-méme élu le Président de Ia République, 

Le deuxidme arrité organise lea pouvoire de I'Etat pour In période A courie 


jusquu’h In remive en vigueur des institutions constitutionnelles 
A cot ffl, un pouvoir provisoire simplifié ext créé TL a pour mission 


comentelle. de préside 2a enaltation populaire doh sortiva I ¢ 
rotirora dix quo le Président de In République aura été él 

Ce pouvoir ont plas aux mains d'un Chef de l'Btat, Chef de Gouyerneme 
amintd do trois Mintstres dl Etat 

Lo Lroisiime arrité désigne, pour exercer ta charge de Chef de I'Etat, son 

xoellence Ata Hey Ayoubi, ancien Président du Conseil dee Ministres. 

Cot ensemble do dispositions relive d'une intention fondamentale, celle de 
résondre impartialement et démocratiquemeat le problome de la reprise de In vie 
Conatitutionhelle conformément & Tides de In France, aux principe dex Nations 
Unie. vu des populations 

importe, en elflet, A la dignité nationale que Ia Syrie dispose au Parlement 
«une representation sincbre, et que par auite Yes élections sient soustraite aut 
influcncos ot qu’elles soient faites dans in Liberté, ordre ot le respect des opinions 

Pour qu'l est nécessaire que le Gouvernement qui présidera 
aux élections n’ait point un earactiro politique et que, réduit au nombre de 

indispensablen A la gestion des affaires de I'Etat, il soit dirigé par une 
i par son patriotisme ayrien, son indépendance de caractire, 
impartialité. Ten est ainsi de son Excellence Ata Bey Ayoub 

‘Telle est 1'&couomie des mesures que j'ai prises et tel est leur esprit. D'autres 
solutions auraient pu étre envisagées. “On pouvait, en effet, songor soit & en 
revenir A la situation de 1999, soit & partir du régime actuel. La premidre 
méthoule eit 66 gale, car, ptr le jen méme de Ia Constitution, les pouvoir 

re et fonctions eussent pu étre remis en place. Mais son’ Excellonce le 

am Bey Atassi, consulté par moi, et mi par un sc-upule qui hanore 

son caraatire et sou désintéressement, a juxé que vette solution devait étre éeartce 

11 a estimé qu'elle préjugerait de In yolonté populaire, a laquelle il importe de 
Inisser Ja. pleine liberté de s'exprimer par le recours i des élections dincctes 

want, a donner mission au Gouvernement. actuellement au pouvoir de 

présider i In consultation électorale, ane incompatibilité de doctrine «'y oppasait 
On concevFait, en effet, dificilement qu'un Gouvernement forme pour apple 

et qui a appliqué un régime de pleins pouvoirs fit qualifie pour procéder 4 In 

restauration div régime constitutionnel et démceratique. "En ‘cette aflaine 


hambre et se 
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cependant, je tiens a Je souligner, les principes sont seuls en cause ot non 
Trammes. Ceax-ci ont seri le paye nver: dévuuement en dept des graven dif 
do moment. Un hommage leur est di A l'heure oi ils quittent le pouvoir. Et je 
‘me plais a le leur rendre. 

riens! les fondements de la reprise de votre vie constitutionnelle sont 
maintenant posés sur des bases saines. Vos libertés publiques vous sont restitudes. 
Vous allez les exercer sans contrainte pendant la période ectorale, Je suis 
assuré que vous en userez avec xagesse comine il convient A.un peuple politiquement 
miir et gui a conscience de léuportance de T'acte qu'il. accomplit en. votant 
L’Assemblée qui sortira de yos suffrages exercera, vous le. dit bien, une 
iniluence profonde sur l'avenir de votre pays. Pensez done 4 la Syrie dans cette 
grave conjonctare comme moi, qui suis votre ami et qui représente aupreés de 
vous Ia pérennité de l'amitié franco-syrienne; j'y ai pensé avant darréter mes 
Aéeisions 


Damas, le 25 mars 1943. 


Enclosure 2 in No, 


Translation of General Catrous's address to the Syrian people published on 
‘March 2%, 1943, 
syrian 

TO-DAY, the 25th March, 1943, acting in the traditional spirit of Brance 
and in accordance with decisions reached by the French National Committee in 
‘agreement with the British Government, I have taken the steps required to bring 
about the restoration of your constitutional life 

‘Theno stopa are defined in three decor 

One of tem restores to forve the Constitution of the Syrian Republic from 
the day on which a Chamber of Deputies, resulting from general elections to be 
hold after the convocation, within a maximum period of three months, of the 
electoral colleges, has chosen for itself the President of the Republic 

The second decree lays down the system of Stats control for the period 
preceding the restoration of constitutional institutions, 

For thix purpose a simplified provisional authority is ervated. Its exontial 
task will be to preside over the popular consultation ftom which a Charbor 
will emerge, and it will retire ax noon ax the President of the Republic hax teen 
elected. authority is vested in a head of the Slate who will also be head 
of the Government and will be assisted by threw Ministers of State, 

Tho third decreo designates his Excellency Ata Bey Ayoubi, a formor 
President of the Council of Ministers, as head of the State, 

Thew arrangements are the outeotne af a basic deaito to solve in an impartial 
and democratic manner the problem of the restitution of constitutional life in 
aovordance with the ideals of France, tho principles of the United Nations and 
the wishes of the population, 

The national dignity requires, in fact, that Syria should enjoy a genuinely 
ropreseitative parliamentary system, and that consequently the elections: shot 
be immune from extraneous influences and dictated in a spirit of freedom, order 
and respect for the opinions of others. 

In order to achieve this it is necessary that the Government ealled upon to 
preside over the elections should be entirely non-political in character nnd that. 
reduced to the minimum number indispensible to the direction of tho affairs of 
the State, it should be controlled by a person known for his Syrian patriotistn, 
indopendence of character, aprightness and impartiality. Such a person is his 
Excellency Ata Bey Ayoubi 

‘Such is the nature of the steps which I have taken, and such their spirit 
Other solutions might have been envisaged. One might indeed have contemplated 
returning to the situation which obtained in 1939, or alternatively taking the 
present position asa point of departure. The first method would have been legal, 
for, by the normal action of the Constitution, powers which were still in operation 
not Jong since could have been restored, But his Excellency President Hashira 
Bey Atassi, after consultation with me and actuated hy scruples which do honour 
to his character and his impartiality, decided that this solution must be ruled out. 
He considered that it would pre-judge the action of the popular will, which 
must be allowed full liberty of expression by resort to direct elections 

‘The proposal that the Government at present in power should preside over the 
elections was considered unsnitable from the doctrinal point of view, since a 
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government which was created to apply, and. bas in fact applied. a régime of 

full powers, can bardly be regarded as qualified to restore tonatitational, 95d 

mocratic life. I wish, however, to emphasise in this connexion that the issue 

is solely one of principle, and not of the personalities concerned. The latter have 

served their country with devotion in spite of the grave difficulties of the hour. A 

tribute is due to them at this moment when they relinquish office, and it is @ 
Pleasure for me to pay it 

riane! The renewal of your constitational life has now been laid on sound 

Your public liberties have been restored to you. You will exercise 

‘ithout constraint during the period of the elections. I am sure that you 

we them wisely, as befits a people politically mature and conscious of the 

importance of the act which it performs in voting You are aware that the 

awembly destined to emerge froo! your suffrage will exert « profound influence 


upon the future of your country. Think of Syria in this solemn hour, even as 1, 
who am your friend and represent amongst you the pertnanence of Franco Syrian 
friendship, have thought of it before takings my decision 





(B 2086/27/89) No. 32 


Weakly Political Summary No, 93, Syria and the Lebanon, Aprit 
. (Received in Foreign Office April 19)” 
(Beoret,) 


General. 


‘THERE, in intonse activity by all political parties, but their groupings are 
not yet definitely fixed, “It\is reported that the Nationalists intend to hold a 
congress in Homs at which it is expected that their electoral lists will be decided 
upon, 

‘The masa of the popolation still took upon the coming elections with a 
considerable degree of scepticism, and find it difficult to believe that they will be 
differvat in any way from the unscrupulously conducted contests held. in the past 
So far as they evince any real interest at all, it ix rather in personalities than 
party: programmes 

jou is growing—not without 

lections ns long. as possible and 
wem legislative measures which 
1 by an elected assembly 


was produced b 
ahead 
‘There have been no further disturbances 


Wheat 

Cereal purchases for the past week have shown no marked increase over the 
previous seven day, 

‘The survey of the new crop, mentioned in Inst week's surumary, is proceeding 
umoothly and rapidly 

The O.C.P., through its Service de Statistique et de Lisison, is taking an 
ever-increasing part in the feoding of the population, Amongst the many 
functions which this department has taken over are the issue and control of 
ration cards, the employment of inspectors to control tilling operations, and. the 
provision of officials to inspect bakeries and check waste. It is hoped by these 
Measures to put a stop to many of the abuses which have been so prevalent it 
the past 

‘Three groups of Syrian notables, representing the Gavernment services, have 
heen shown over the British field bakeries in the Damascus area in order to 
convince them that the flour used there is not of Syrian origin. ‘These visits and 
{the publicity given to them have had a consideralile propaganda effect on public 
opinion, 

Syria-Dumaseus. 

‘The town remains outwardly calm. A further strike, whieh began in the 
carly morning of the 1st March, proved abortive, and the few shops which had 
closed reopened within # few hours It is believed to have been engineered bY 
the Shahbandarists, who are opposed to the present Government, and possibly 
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falso by the Communists, whose newspaper had been suspended by the Free French 
‘authorities; but the realisation that the Government has the backing of the Allied 
authorities and that the latter will not tolerate any further disturbances prevented 
this demonstration from obtaining any appreciable popular support. There is 
Still, however, a generally uneasy atmosphere, and the Government is undonbtedly 
nervous, 

Political activity in preparation for the coming elections is still confined 
to internal reorganisation by the parties opposed to the Nationalists, Every 
opportunity is being taken to make it known that the British authorities intend 
tho elections to be free, and this is slowly beginniug to take effect. and to counteract 
the belief, hitherto firmly held, that the victory of the Nationalists was assured 
from the moment when the provisional Government was formed. 

The press censorship has been somewhat relaxed to permit discussion of 
political questions, though for the most part persons and parties are not boing 
specifically referred to, 


Aleppo. 

Discontent regarding the food situation ik widespread, ‘The position here 
has for long heen much more difficult than in Damascus, aud the belief that. the 
recent disorders there achieved their object has grently inoreased the temptat 
to resort to similar acts of violence. Tho exaggerated rimours which have been 

culating abont the casualties «aid to have been suffered by the Damascus 
rioters have increased the general uneasinons, though at the ame time they have 
probably acted ax a deterrent upon would-be it 
watched by tho Allied anthoritiox and it ix hoped his inevitable reaction 

the recent troubles in Damascus will soon peter out. In Aleppo itself, stocks 
fare now asstired, on the present ration basis, until 4 of the month, bat there 
fare serious shortages in some af the outlying districts 
The Lebornon 

Numerous reports are now cineolating in tho Lebanon to the effect that th 
provisional Government ts proposing to postpone the actual elections for at 
six months and 1s contemplating an increase in the total number of deputies am 
tho reduction of the electoral districts from the mohafesut to th and thew 
Teports have beet echond in the press Since any of thess measuter would 
radically affect candidates’ chances, an increasing degree of nervousness and 
tension has been noticeable in political circles, and there ix a general desire for 
aan official announcement of the actual date of elections, the number of candidaten 
and the method of election, 

Anxiety regarding possible interventions by the members of the Government, 
‘or by the conseillers, with the object of influencing the forwation of electoral 
lists and, Inter, bringing pressure to bear on the electorate ix also widespread, 
particularly in the provinces; though this anxiety seems to derive more from a 
general disbelief in the possibility of fair elections than from any action 60 far 
taken hy either the Goverment or the French. ‘The fact that all three Ministers 
are candidates naturally aronses the suspicion that they will sooner oF Intet abuse 
their position to favour their own chances; and, until quite recently at least, 


following w protest 
is improvement, if 
0 than temporary 

Criticism of Dr, Tabet ix now erystallising on the lines that he is dictatorint 
by nature and avid for power, so that he may be expected to use every effort (0 
remain in office as long as possible. Since his acession he has made certain 
popular judicial appointments, and has also brought ridicule on himself by 
‘signing decrees promoting six gendarmerie officers to the rank of colonel, when 
the gendarmerie establishment has never before provided for more than one 

colonel. Apart from this, the Government has taken no important decisions, 


Creation of a Propaganda Unit. 


Util realy: propaganda forthe OCP. has teen provided by the exists 
Propaganda organisations in Beirut, who have received their information an 
instructions through a press liaison officer working in the O.C.P. offices. i 
Damascus. Principally on account of the highly technical nature of the O.C.P.'s 
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activities, this arrangement has proved inadequate. It has therefore been decided 
to set up a small propaganda unit on the establishment of the O.C.P. and to’ be 
housed in its building in Damasoas. This unit will have two principal functions 
firstly, to contend with immediate propaganda requirements, principally the 
dissen 1 of news ahout the O.0.P.; secondly, to obtain basic data oa 
the consuming and producing markets’ For this larter function, it has been 
‘greed to install a small market research unit, to be trained and, in the early 
moniths of ite operation, supervised by the American University of Beirut 


(E 2208/27/89) No. 33. 
Sir B, Spears to Mr. Bien—(Receieed April 15) 


Beirut, April 15, 1943. 


2 
and Arn 
pending transfer. 


(B 2347/27/80) 


Sir B. Spears to Mr. Eden—(Received April 
(No, 261) : sited 


(Tolegenphie, 
KLY Political Summary. 
o change in the general situation, 
2 Administrative preparations for clectiona in Syria are proceeding 
satisfactorily, though no date for holding them has yet been announced. Tn 
Lebanon position ix much int Dr, Tabet having shown, himself 
determined to put off the elections ax loug is possible. ‘There are also signs that 
hi is abusing his position to favou election of himself and his friends, 
who aro in many cases the French candidates 
8. Broad situation is still serious at Aleppo and Latakia. At Latakia 
political situation i® alo tenwe owing to unbridled electioneering activities of 
Muhafor, who ix backing Suleiman Murshid and hacked by Frenrh. ‘There are. 
howaver, indications that Syrian Government may shortly intervene to check these 
‘activities, which are the cause of considerable agitation amongst Opposition 
groups, 
‘Successes in North Africa and other favourable war nows haye had 
1 morale, but there ix the usnal tendency to anticipate events and 
Under-ewtimate the strength of enemy's positions, 


Beirut, April 21, 1043. 





[8 2484/27/80) 


Weekly Political Summary—Syria and the Lebanon, 2th April, 143— 

Pee (Received in Foreign Office, \7th May.) 

PREPARATIONS for the elections coutinue, but there have been 10 
important, political developments 

Tho Free French authorities and the Syrian and Lebanese Governments have 
agreed to tho recruitment on a voluntary basis of 10,000 Syrian or Lebanese 
nationals for dilution jpiea ie His Majesty's forces. The response to the call 
for recruits has 9 far beet antisfactory.. 'Phis project should help considerably 
solve the problem of unemployment, which is threatening to become serious if 
many districte where large mnmbers of men formerly employed by the. British 
military authoritics have recently been discharged on completion wf the work upot 
Which they hnd been engaged. On the other hand, care will be taken not to recruit 
meu whose technical qualifications are of value to the economic life of the county: 


m1 


Syria-Damaseus. 


‘The Free French authorities are reported to be still in negotiation with the 
Nationalists for the conclusion of a Franco-Syrian treaty in return for French 
support at the elections, and are also understood to be demanding the inclusion 
of certain Fretich nominees in the Nationalists’ lists of candidates, ‘The latter 
have not yet been published, and will probably not be produced until the Inst 
‘moment, owing to the danger of their arousing opposition within the ranks of the 


kish Consol in Damasens, who has been called to Angora to report, 
informed the political officer before his departare that his Government had 1 
foversed their former opinion that some form of French control wns desirable in 
Sin and considered that the policy of independence should be implemented 
He also said the Turkish Government were anxious for an improvement: in 
frontier coutral between Turkey atid Syria. In_ addition, he referred to the 
crowing netivities of the Syrian Communist party, which he said were causing 
fiis Government some concern 


The Lebanon. 


Steps were taken during the week to convey to Dr. Ayoub Tabet the British 
concern at the reports of his overt interference in the electoral campaign and of 
hie alleged intention to postpone the date of elections, to incroiss the number 
fof Deputies and possibly to change the electoral reas.” Reports received 
Quently indicate that this expression of British disatisfuction has caused him 
Ghaiderable anxiety, He hax admitted to intervening in favour of candidates 
‘hom he considers two be good elementa, and against one whe he regards, ax 
MIMMUi-Lababese," but professes tiow to be abandoning ail such action in view 
of the adverse comment it has caused, He maintains Ins desire to poatpone the 
lection» until well after the harvest, in order to pat into elfect a long-cherished 
Scheme of social reform, bat declares his readiness nevertheless to fix the date 
tarlier if he receives a formal request from the French authorities to do so, He 
Tarours a slight increase in the Humber of Deputies in view of the increawe of 
population ince the Inst consts, but agrees that it is to late to change the 
electoral areas. 

Tt was found that Dr. Ayoub Tabet's aystematic opposition to all candidates 
belonging to Becharwel-Kboury's party arose from his belief that a secret agree. 
tmont existed between the British authorities and Bechata-el-Khoury under which 
the lattor, if he became Labaness President, would work to include the Lebanon 
in'a scheme of Arab federation which the British were promoting. Reports in 
thin mona have recently been circulated by Bechara-cl-Khoury's political adver 
aries, as an electoral mancuvre designed to frighten those who, like Dr. Tabet, 
ttrongly oppor any political connexion betwoen the Lebanon and the Mole 
‘Arab Staten. The necessary assurances were given to him that the reporta were 
without foundation, 

“The sensation of the week bus been the arrest of the notorious Tripoli 
politician, Rashid Mokaddem, and six members of his family, by the SLB. 
Se a result of the discovery in the cellars of their hous: of ‘lange quantity 
Of opium. Rashid Mokaddem, whose smuggling activities have for years bee 
Common knowledge, is an associate of the French Conseitler at Tripoli and of 
the present Lebanese Minister for Foreign Affairs, Jawad Boulos, and has 
recently been charged by Dr. Tabet with the formation, with Jawad Boulos, of an 
Sectoral Tint desiged to oppose that of Hamid, Bey rangi The serie 
Yesulted from an attempt on the part of the Mokaddems to suborn British military 
personnel, as they had succeeded in doing in the past, and were thus doubly 
Mistifiable; the Conseiller's attempts to prevent them ot the grounds that, they 
Would cause disturbances in Tripoli have so far proved groundless, and the 
population are, om the contrary, delighted that action should at last have been 
Taken against one whose misdeeds have for years been connived at by the French 
‘On the other hand, it is more than probable that the French authorities will 
attempt to whitewash the Mokaddems in order to reassert their influence in the 
district 

"A womewhat similar incident has also occurred in South Lebanon, where the 
customs officials have seized a small quantity of opium in the ear of Abmed 
Asad, the strong Shia candidate who has of late been proving recalcitrant 
When the French Conseiller attempted to impose an electoral fist on him, Here, 
However, it is protable that Alined el-Assad will be able to east the blame on his 
ehaulfear, although he has also long been a notorious smaggler 
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The many hundred Lebanese who received invitations to the pre-view of 
the film " Desert Victory” on the 2ist April appear te have been suitably 
impressed by this manifestation of British military might 

Complaints arising out of the redistribution of Lebanese ration cerds are 
steadily diminishing, as it is generally realised that the British anthorities are 
making a serious attempt to clean the Augean stables of the Lebanese Ravitaille- 

ent department Criticisms are, however, bound to continue from those 
rested partion who realive Uat'a woeful thetrument of politcal pressure Bs 
ig removed from their grasp. 
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Weekly Political Summary, No. 57, Syria and the Lebanon, 5th May, 1943.— 
(Received in Foreign Office, 12th May.) 
General. 

THERE, hax been no important change in the political situat 

Steady British pressure is being brought to bear on the Lebanese head of 
State to arrange for early elections, to cease from private electioneering activities 
and to avoid long-term legislative wehemes. On all but the first point. this 
presure has already proved wuflicient; and it ix hoped that with the assistance 
of M, Helleu, who 1 in complete agreement as to the need for early elections, 
Dr. Tabet will be brought into line very soon on this score also, 

As harvest. time grows nearer, sinxiety regarding the cereals position ix 
diminishing, and although in certain ares, especially in remote hilly districts, 
the situation is still very precarions, there ia now less danger in urban centres 
of famine and consequent disordees thas was the case even x few weeks a 

‘On the other hand, the general economic situation ix eritieal.. ‘The high 
cont of living shows no xigns of falling; on the contrary, the wholesale prices of 
commodities continue to rise. The local governments have proved themselves 
powerless to deal with the situation by imposing direct taxation, which is 
strenuously opposed by the landowning and commercial classes: and, in view of 
the verious consequences which are likely to result if the present inflationary 
tendency in allowed to continue unchecked, measures are being studied by the 
British authorities for the control of the prices and distribution of essential 
comm 


Wheat, 
Preparations for the collection of the coming harvest continue. 


Syria—Damasens. 

‘The Nationalists, led by Shukri Quwatli, continue to be preoccupied with the 
question of securing Frencli backing at the elections in retarn for an undertaking 
to negotiate a Franco-Syrian treaty: but as in addition they wish subsequently 
to participate in the movement for Arab federation, for which they realise that 
British support is essential, they have also been making advances to the British 
authoritio, The British policy of non-intervention in the electoral contest has 
hoon fully explained to Shnkri Quwatli, who has been told that, if as a result of 
five elections he and his party’ come to power, the British authorities will bo 
prepared to co-operate fully with him, but that meanwhile British support will 

‘given neither to his nor to any other party. 

‘The Ministry of Social Affairs, formed by Munir Ajlani, Minister of Youth 
and Propaganda in the late Sheikh Taj-ed-Din’s Government, has been abolished. 
Tes propaganda functions have been absorbed by the new revived Press Depart. 
ment of the Ministry of the Interior, but that part of the Ministry which was 
concerned with the seout and youth movements and was Munir Ajlani's especial 
personal interest has been suppressed. 

‘A meeting arranged by the Communist party has been vetoed by the Free 
French Délégué on the grounds that public political meetings are still forbidden 

Professor Sami Midani, a prominent Nationalist, has heen appointed Dean 
of the Faculty of Law in the Syrian University in place of Faiz el Khoury, the 
former Misister for Foreign Afairs. 

‘A very: successful reception was held on the 25th April to celebrate the 

ning of His Majesty's Legation in Damascus. It was attended by the members 
of the Syrian Government, representative leaders of all political parties and 


us 


sections of the community, the consular corps, leading Free French officials, and 
the British colony. k 5 = 

Mgr. Spellman, Roman Catholic Archbishop of New York, visited Damascus 
on the 27th April and was met on arrival by General Collet. He appears to have 
confined himself to ecclesiastical affairs. 

The first of the co-operative stores for Government employees and pensioners, 
the creation of which was foreshadowed in Summary No. 47 dated tho 
‘Ath February, was opened on the 20th April by the head of the Government. ‘The 
Prices of the goods available in this store (food-stufls and a few locally manu. 
Factured articles) are about half those raling on the open market 


The Lebanon. 

On the 27th April Dr. Ayoub Tabet held a press conference at which, after 
recounting the various measures he ituting for tho bett 
ment of the Lebanon, he gave out to the j ibjeot for debate in their 
‘columns the question of when they thought the elections ought to be held 

Tt was already clear that at that time Dr, Tabet felt determined in his own 
inind to resist British pressure for early élections, aud that this device of a press 
referendum was merely a proceastinating mancuyre; for the severity of the 
censorship and control of newsprint is such that many newspaper proprietors 
‘would hesitate to express views at yariance with those which Dr. Tabet ix known 
to hold, s0 that no reliable conclusion could be drawn from their publications on 
the subject. In the event, rather less than half the press seems to haye had the 
courage to pl Ailst the other half favoured postponement 

ned, and the British authorities, military and 

combining efforts to induce the French to consent to his deportation from 

the country, along with a number of his relatives and followers. on the grounds 

of his undesirability in general and bis attempts to suboen British military 

personnel in particular. The opinion exprewed at the time of the arrests by 

the French Conseitler at Tripoli, that disturbances were to be apprehended in 

that district, has been belied in the event, for the region has remained entirely 

calm and the population in general are delighted that this notorious gangster, 

whore mindeeds have for twenty years been connived at by the French authorities 
thas at Inst been dealt with as be deserved. 

‘The formation of elevtonil liste in the five provinces of the Lebanow is 
practically at a standstill, the delay in announcing the dato of elections and the 
reely expressed intention of Dr. Tabet to postpone them having given ring to n 
general and undesirable impression that no decision on thin point will be made 
until General Catroux’s return: hesitating « ek, therefore, prefer not to 
‘commit themselves for the prossnt. Tn two of the provinces, North Lebanon and 
Mount Lebanon, the strong lists formed in opposition to the supposed Governmie 
candidates still stand; in South Lebanon, the two powerful Shia candidate 
Ahmed el-Assad and Adel Useyran, have agreed to agree but ate finding diffi 
in deciding on a joint list: while in the Beirut and Bekaa districts the position 
is still entirely fhaid, 


[B 2798/27/89) No. 87, 


Weekly Political Summary No_38—Syria and the Lebanon, 12th May, 1943— 
(Reevived in Foreign Office, 24th May) 


General. 

NO visible progress has been made with election preparations, and political 
activity is still confined to private meetings and discussions between party 
leaders. The reluctance of the provisional Goveraments in both States to make 
any decisive move is giving rise to misgivings that the elections may he postponed 
indefinitely; aud in certain Syrian circles, both Nationalist and Shabbandarist, 
the view has been expressed that they are being deferred at the behest of the 
French authorities to allow time for a French Government recognised by. the 
Allied nations to emerge from the negotiations which are al present proceeding 
between Generals de Gaulle and Giraud. Such a development woold wndoubtedly 
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place the Frenelt in a much better position to negotiate a treaty witht the Jocal 
Governments, but there is as vot no clear proof that they are deliberately delaying 
the elections with this object in view 

The fall of Tunis and Bizerta has naturally given great satisfaction, bat 
has not produced the reactions of relief which followed the victory at Alamein, 
when the Axis threat to the Middle East was more imminent, For the majority 
af the population the war is regarded as over, in so far as it might have 
threatened their materia} wellbeing, and it is significant that the price of gold, 
which fell sharply after the Axis defeat at Fl Alamein (Weekly Summary Ne 
of 1944), han to-day reached the highest level yet recorded, "r, £8 

ases have also taken place in the prices of textile goods and 
other ‘and serious anxiety is begi 
sonomie situation 


Wheat 

Public ansiety in Beirut over the wheat situation has uow very largely died 
down, partly owing 40 the proximity of what is generally expected to be & good 
harvest and partly because it ix generally realised that the Supply Department 
with its incronwed British participation, ix now functioning with increased 
eficioney. The quality of the lour supplied is also thought to have improved 
recently 


Syria: Damaseus, 
‘There is no iinportant political activity: to report. 

Minister for Foreign Afiaira has suggested to the Political Officer that 
the delay in the announcement of elections war due to the lethargy of the head of 
io Stato, who had! been influenced by the pr a of tho Lebanese Govern 
iment, and the preoceapation af the other 1 hh current administeative 
‘fait, but ho undertook to do his best to atir the Government to action 

if cox. of living the Syrian civil servants 
jvance of two months salary, which, on the 
analogy of a previous advance of the same kind, would novor be eepaid. The total 
cont of this meanure would be about lion. Tt has been. pointed out £0 
the Government that the only real remedy for the prowat eerions economie situa 
tion in the imposition and firm application of direct taxation and a policy of 
atrict price control. ‘ 
Unfortunately, the efforts which the Government made recently to apply the 
income-tax law. which was voted lat year har been frusteated hy the Damascus 
tnorchants. Tt had boon agreed that Aleppo merchants should pay 50 per ceut, 
those of Damascus 40 per cent, and thowe of Homs 10 per cent. of a fixed sum of 
£Syr. 14 million for the flownl year of 1942. ‘The Damascus Chasber of Com 
mores, however, entrusted with the task of fixing the amounts to be paid by 
mamberx, showed such diseriinination and injustice in its assommenta‘hy making 
Christians and Jews, not represented in the Chamber, responsible for tore that 
half the sam required that a dendlock has heen reached. “The law has als» beet 
modified to exempt shareholders of companies which pay income tax in respect 
of their dividends, and this provision will donbuless Ne used asa means of tas 
covasion, 
The head of the Syrian. yendarmerio, Colonel Tashin Anbari, has been 
appointed Director of the Minintry of Defence aw his command has teen given Ho 


one Rafio al Anweh, reputed to be a tool of the Nationalist party. TU ie 


possible that the transfer may be a political move on the part of the provisional 
Government. ‘The appointment of Abdul Ghani Qodmani to replace, Colonel 
Thrahior Qaseab Haskan as Director-General of Police is also reagrded as a 
manoenvre on the part of the Nationalists, for the new director is knows to belong 
to the Moe. 


Aleppo, 
Procrastination on the part of the Syrian and Lebanese Governments has 
sziven rise to doubts about the prospects of ly fair elections, and reports 
that the th MAY Tot partic It is hoped. that much of 
this nncertainty will be removed in the near future. ax Shukei Quwatli bas now 
arrived in Aleppo, following a visit to Damascus by Saadullah Jabri, and it i# 
expected that « reconciliation will be arranged between the rival political groups 





The Lebanon. 

The political officer visited Dr. Ayoub Tabet on the 4th May, and in the 
coarse of a long and very friendly conversation explained to hit the main reasons 
which caused the British authorities to favour early elections in the Lebanon, 
Dr. Tabet, who had obviously been shaken by the intimations conveyed to him 
that his expressed intention of postponing the elections had displeased us, was at 
pains to make it clear that he only wished to remain in office for a few months in 
order to conclude his programme of fiscal reform, and professed himself as willing 
to fix the date of elections forthwith if the British and French authorities were 
‘unanimous in desiring it. On the same day His Majesty's Minister ascertai 
from M. Hellew that he was fully in agreement with the British view on tl 
subject, and a message was accordingly sent to Dr. Tabet on the 5th May with 
the suggestion that he shonld himself approach M. Hellen and take action to fix 
the date of elections. “Dr. Tabet agreed to do s0) and the result (s avraited. 

Dr. Tabet has, however, in the meantime been enquiring when the Sy 
clections are to be held, stating that he sees no reason to fix the date in the Lebanon 
until the date has been fixed in Syria. In view of reports from Damascus and 
Aleppo (see above), it would seem that simaltancous action in Damarcua and 
Beirut will be necessary to breaks out of this vieious circle. 

‘The Maronite Patriarch, who has already published 
to Dr. Tabet’s invitation for a newspaper discussion 
that early elections were desirable realemcd this view 1 ree Of a cotirtesy 
Visit paid to him by His Majesty's Minister on tho Gth May. Ho alvo argued 
that candidates shoold be compelled. before presenting themselves for election, to 
take an oath of fidelity to the ideal of a separate and independent Lebanese State 
buat wos eft tu no doubt that in the Betish view, this was incompatile with the 
principles of democracy, which demand that the electorate must be left to decide 
for themselves on a candidate's views 

Dr, Tabet has issued two measures calculated to eubance his popularity, o 
allowing mubstantial increams in the cosbof:living honus on officinls’ salaries. Ul 
other «Workmen's Compensation Act. He hax alo laid down a. procedure by 
which citizens whow complaints or claims have not been heeded by tho department 
to which they were addresed can insure that they are given attention, 

The popolation of North Lebanon has quickly come to beliove that Rash 
Mokaddem and hin gang will not after all be acquitted and released. 

Lebanese and French representatives attended a ceremony held on tbe 
6th May to commemorate the eo-calied."* Martyrs’ Day,'” but. British reprosenta. 
tives wore not invited, probably bocauso that it wax made clear a yout ago that they 
did not wish to be associated with a ceremony which might be held to be directed 
against the Turks 





(B 2956/27/80) No, 38, 
Sir B. Speare to Me. Edenv=(Received May 21.) 


Beirut, May 20, 1943. 
KEY political summary 
‘The Iull in political situation continues owing to the prolonged uncertainty 
about the date of election 
2. Shukri Quwatl bas arranged a temporary trace between rising 
Nationalist factions in Aleppo and hectic situation hax now returned to nor 
y ory in Tunis have been rec 
1 offcinls but smoxt of ho Natiooalint 





No, 30 
Spears to Mr, Edew—(Receteed May 27.) 
Beirut, May 27. 1943. 


heen no important political developments but interest in election 
has shown a tendency to increase as impression that they muy not be long delayed 
g ground. 
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2 Ansiety over economic 
oconr unless drastic action is taken. p hed £5.71 

3. Shops were closed 20th May to 24th May following 
demonstrations by poorer Moslem elements in protest ngainst reduction of flour 
ration from 0 to 7 kilog., although reduced ration was supplemented by an issue 
of rice. No disorders occurred. 
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Sir K. Spears to Mr. Bien—(Received June 4) 
(No 422) 
(Telegraphiey Beirut, June 8, 1983, 
EEKLY political summary. 

Provisional electoral Tists have 

for statut 
‘Vby 20th June in whi 
by tho end of the month and secondaey ol 
the Lebanese chef d'Rtat hax been asked to set ¢lect: 
Lelwnon but has declined to take any action until date 
. vermment. In view of Catrotx’s satisfactory 

int when approached ih Landon further prowure is bwing brought to bear 
on Tabet 

2. Evidence hay been accumulating that Fighting French authorities are 
uring a policy of political representation in order to influence electorate 
Sovernl supportora of candidates opposed to known French no alrwady 
bean arrested on [jtoup omitted jont of pretext and others have been aabjected ts 
intimidation, by officials of Sireté Générale. ‘The "Fig! 
Délégué Général hus boon informed that these activities have ot passed u 
‘and that they will be effectively countered if they continue 

3.” Ban on export of capital has been lifted (see my Remac 10) and price 
of gold has fallen sharply from 78 on 25th May to 95 to-day 

4. A further deputation from Alaouite territory has visited Damascus to 
petition Head of Slate for removal of Mohafes 
soiin Hotel Fisting French Deligué has been appointed provisionally iu 
Jexiteh provinces 





[1B 3996/27/89 No 
(Seorwt,) 


Weekly Political Summary, No. 02: Syria and the Lebanon, 9h June, 1943. 
Pad (Received 21st June.) 


RL 


there 
fore undertaken to announce the election date as soon as the Aleppo lists have 
appeared, 

Tn the Lebanon, M. Hellea has informed the head of the Government that it 
is General Catroux’s desire that elections should take place both in Syria anid the 
Lebanon early in July, and Dr, Tabet has therefore agreed to announce on the 
25th June that elections will he held after the lapse of the statutory period, 
ie,, on oF shortly after the 10th July, z 

This yet too early to assess the extent of the local reactions to the agreement 
reached between Generals de Gaulle and Giraud, but it will certainly be regarded 
as strengthening the French position here, and will thus have a generally depres 
sing effect, On the other hand, one by-product of this agreement. viz. the 
announcement of M. Hellea's appointment as Free French Delegate-General i 
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Syria and the Lebanon, in succession to General Catroux, and the realisa 
the latter will not therefore return to the Levant States, have greatly d 
Politicians, such as Jawad Boulos, the Lebanese Minister for Forei 
‘were counting on the General's strong arm to hoist them into Parfi 

‘The fall in the price of gold which was reported last week has not been full 
maintained, and no appreciable reduction in commodity prices has taken place in 
the Levant States as a whole. ‘The markets are, however, much steadier, and the 
danger of a serious inflationary crisis has been at least temporarily averted 


Wheat. 

Collections over the past seven days have improved considerably, due partly 
to the incoming harvest and partly to the rice exchange. 

During the past week ten lend lease lorries were taken over by the O.C.D. 
making up the O.C.P.’s fleet to 250. 

Fourteen British officers recently arrived from India to join the O.C.P. bring 
up the total of British officers on the O.C.P. to aver fifty. 


Syria—Damascus. 

Despite the imminence of the elections, no party has yet produced a definite 
list of candidates; and it is becoming increasingly evident that not even 
Nationalists are yet sufficiently united to be able to take this decisive step. The 
Shahbandarists are trying to lead the Opposition, but their position, already 
weak owing to their lack of prominent leaders, is being undermined by the efforts 
Which the Nationalists are making to persuade their followers to join the new and 

der Nationalist party. Tn addition, a new element has been introduced into the 

uation by the return from Egypt of Hoki Bey el-Azm, a former Prime Minister 

id head of the Government, who ix also aspiring to the leadership of all anti 
Nationalist, elements with a’ view to his own retarn to power, preferably as 
Prosident; but hin chances of miccess are regarded as very poor 

‘The Government has nominated a commission to revise the income tax assess 
monts recently imposed by the Damascus Chamber of Commerce on Christians and 
sews, who had refused to pay the tax owing to the discrimination shown against 
them (se Summary No, 38 of the 12th May). 

Tn the paragraph in last week's Summary reporting the demand made by the 
Armenian com: for representation in the new Parliament it was wrongly 
stated that the minimum numerical qualification for the representation of any 
community was 3,00. ‘The correct figure is 8,001 


Alaouite Territory. 
The Syrian Government bas decided to soud Babij el-Khatib, Secretary 
General of the Ministry of the Interior, to Lattakia with M. Grellet, French 
adviser to the Ministry of the Interior, to examino the local wituation, Both 
Bahij Bey and M. Grellet have privately informed the British Political Officer 
in Damascus they consider the transfer of the Mohafez to be desirable, and that 
they intend to study means of removing him without causing his opponents to 
xain too much prestige from his downfall, It is thought possible thit when 
Bahij Bey’ and his colleague have finished ‘their Juvestigations the, bead of the 
State may himself visit Lattakia to endeavour to reconcile the local factions, 
Te will be recalled that Bahij Bey el-Khatib was also charged by the Govern: 
nt some weeks ago with the investigation of the Ban Jenneh dispute (see 
Summary No. 56 of the 28th April) which be recommended should be settled by 
arbitration. Suleiman Murshid has now agreed to this procedure, and hus under- 
taken to abide by whatever award may be given by the arbitration commission 
which is to be appointed. 


The Lebanon. 
Althongh Dr, Tabet has agreed to announce elections in the near future (see 
under “* General,’” above), he is making no secret of his reluctance to relinquish 
office. Tn conversation with the political officer and others he has expressed his 
disappointment that he is not being given more time to carry ont the social reforms 
i he is interested, and has questioned the desirability of holding elections at 
|, maintaining that the country would have been best served by the continuance 
of his own semi-dictatorial régime, nnder which new and better political elements 
coald gradually have heen introduced into public life. He has, nevertheless, 
reasserted his intention of loyally carrying out his undertaking to proceed 
the elections. 
26155) 18 









































ns 


Tt has again been necessary to address a strong protest to M. Hellea concert 

the activities of the French Conseiller at Sidon, who has been openly inter 

in the formation of the electoral lists for the South Lebanon district 
nbassador, who admitted having failed to carry out his promise that 

ud would be ordered to cease ineddling in politics (see Summary No, 54 

of the 14th April), has now promised once again to instruct the conseiller not to 


pected death on the 4th June of Hikmat Bey Jumblat, Minister for 
National Defence and Public Health in the Solh Cabinet, simplifies the electoral 
position in the Mount Lebanon district, as Hikmat Bey commanded a considerable 
fallowing, but had not yet made it clear whether he would support or oppose the 
strong constitutional list in his disteiet 
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Extract from Weekly Political Summary—Syria and the Lebanon, No. 63, dated 
10th June, 1043.—-(Received tn Foreign Office, 28th June.) 


1 General, 


THE, preilominant clement in the general political situation is, at the 
moment, the controversy contring around the porition of the Mohafez of the 
Alnouito 

+, who for some time have been showing igns of uneasiness 
recesting chances of obtaining an overwhelming majority nt the coming. 

lictions, aud have in consequence been striving to widen the scope of their part 
hve become fearful of a French plot to undermine their position by encouraging 
the saparatist ondeuicies of minority elements in the Alaouite territory, x0 ax to 

constitute, with similar elements in the Jerireh and the Jebel Druze, an opposit 
sufliciently wtrong to hamper oF oven oatvote the Nationalists in. the new 
Parliament. Aa nomult, both Hashim Atassi and Shnkri Quwath are demanding 
the dismissal of the Aluouite Mohafea, and are threatening to boycott the elections 
 aituation in allowed to continue. Shaugat Abbas, for his part, ix 
ng overtures {0 Shukri Quwatli through intermediaries, 
fand may yot succeed in buying the latter's indulgence with promises of future 
support despito the antipathy fetween them. ‘The head of the Syrian State has 
or Tar ‘obstinately resisted alt pressure for the removal of this corrupt official, 
Four of the French ix undoubtedly one of his motives, but he is believed also to 

he counting on the support of Shauqat Abbas for his cazdidature as President 
Which may well have contributed towards galvanising Hashim Bey to 

nd the Mohafos's dismissal 


4. Syria—Damaseus, 


Constant procure has been maintained upon the Syrian Government to 

tunonnce the date of the elections, since all electoral jists, including those of the 

iaye now been published, ‘The head of the State eventually promised 

wnnouncement an the 25th June. His reason for this delay has not 

yet certained, bat is probably due to the wish to keep in step with the 
Tobanese Government. 

Tha recent conversation with His Majesty's M Shukri Quwatli once 
more threatoned to boycott the elections, expressing the fear lest his party might 
find themselves faced in the new Parliament by a hostile majority of Deputies 
returned by unfair means (notably in the Alaouite and Jezireh provinces). He 
seus argo consider very carefully dhe implications of sucha sep, hich could 
hardly fail to damage the prospects of his party and might seriously prejudice 
the position of S¥ria ata later date. As a/resut, he wcinsto have derided aot 
to act precipitately, but is still in doubt as to what course to pursue, 

A decree issued on the 2nd June forbidding banks and other financial 
institutions to geant credit facilities has been bitterly resented by local 
‘spoctilators, who have threatened to close their shops unless the measure is 
withdrawn, So far the Government has stood firm, 
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lists were posted in this area on the 10th June, thus completing 
the administrative preparations for elections throughout Syria. 
The truce recently concluded between the local Nationalist factions is bein; 
tantially maintained, although the completion of a combined list of Moslem 
candidates for Aleppo has been causing some difficulty as the claims of 
Assad Goran, who was Minister of Justice in the Clahi Cabinet, are being 
W ayali in opposition to those of Sheikh Sarmini, a partisan oi 
Saadallah Jabri’s shi : R 
The Communist party held two fairly well-attended meetings, which 
were addressed by Khaled Baghdash, the leader of the party in Damascus, On 
both occasions the speeches were anobjectionable 


5. Home and Hawa, 

‘The eleetoral battle which is taking place in the Alnouite territory (see below), 
is having important repercussions in this area, and Hashim Bek Atassi {x 
reported to have threatened that the Nationalists will not participate 
‘lections unless the Mobafer of Lattakia ix removed and certain political inte 
from the Alaouite territory are released. Fnidi Bek Atassi, the Minister of 
Justice, who recently visited the Free French D¥léeué in Homa, is reported 
have persuaded him to use his influence, through his brother, the Dili 
Lattakia, to secure the removal of tho Mohafes, stating that the Govern 
feared that they would be unable to control the Alaouite territory x0 long: as th 
preseat Mohafez held office, ‘The Free French Déligué in Lattakla is understood 
to have replied that he could not intervene ina matter which was for the Syrian 
Government to decide, This reply was, of course, quite correct in point of form, 
but it is well known that Colonel Des Eaxars ix supporting the M 

In Hama Nationalist influence continues to be paramount, despite the 
allogations of the relatively weak opposition that the doc is backed by the French, 

The landowners, whose efforin to obtain higher prices for their cereals (6oe 

if to mond 


7, Alaouite Territory, 
Bahij Bey el-Khatib has now completed the examination of the local situation 
with which he wax changed by the Syrian Government (4 last week's Sum 
IL of hin investigations 
inkrodvce sweeping c the Alnouite admin 
inion of logialatio 
ect French rule, 
replacement of certain judges and magistrates by ci ‘other parts 
Of Syria. As a frat step towards the realitation of the latter part of his 
programme, he has already given orders to the Mohafer to make uo new appoint. 
monts without reference to the Central Government. (From the point of view of 
the elections this order is unfortunately very tardy.) As regards the Mohafez 
himself, it is believed that Bahij Bey will recommend that he should be maintained 
office for the time being, on the grounds that the onus of carrying out the 
administrative changes described above will. thus be thrown upon Shangat 
‘a|-Abbas rather than po -Alaouite ofticial, In view of his known friend 
ship for Shaugat, this rec i ‘a8 suspect 
It thus seems unlikely that the Syrian Government will take any decisive 
action and, in fact, the bead of the State, who was recently approached on the 
subject, was evidently reluctant to intervene. There ate, however, indications 
that the Nationalists, fearing that the French are supporting Shaugat al-Ahbas in 
order to ensure the election of anti-Nationalist Deputies in the Alaouite territory, 
cleus of an effective opposition ta the bloc, are themselves 
ign. Partial confirmation of this has been aff 
Dandashi, on 


Dandashi admits that Shangat is now extremely uneasy, and says that ho 

is prepared to co-operate with the British in any way, inclnding the withdrawal 
his support from Suleiman Murshid, if they will accept hie collaboration, He 
{is even prepared to resign forthwith if the British authorities insist upon bis 
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doing so, Doubtless he feels that, if the British are really determined to get rid 
of him, he may as well accept Shukri Quwatli’s offer of support for his family 
fat the price af his own resignation. 

To these indirect soundings the inevitable reply has teen returned. that, 
while it is for the Syrian Government to decide whether or not Shaugat Bey 
should continue in office, he would be well advised in. his own interests to mend 
his ways, and in particular to drop Suleiman Murshid. 


8. Euphrates and Jezireh 

It is becoming clear that the now Free French Délégué at Deir ex-Zor is 
unlikely to prove any more co-operative than was his predecessor. His attitude to 
the British Political Officer is one of undiszuised hostility, and he has also been 
in conflict with the local British Military Commander. whose right to order the 
closure of the frontier he The matter has been taken 
up with the higher Free Fren have undertaken to 
seul 


CHAPTER VI.—SAUDI ARABIA. 


(E 3326/3326 /25) No. 43, 
Personalities in Sa’ddi Arabia.—(Received in Foreign Office, 9h June.) 


Ixpex. 
Note on Titles, de. 


1. Sheri/—Said to apply strictly in Arabia to persons recognised as being 
in the direct male descent from Hasan, the son of the Caliph Ali. There is, 
however, much confusion as to the exact meaning of this and the following term, 

2. ‘Seyyid—Said to apply in Arabia, though much abused in some other 
countries, only to persons reoognised as being in the male descent from Huseyn, 
the son of "Ali. 

3. _Amir—Given aaa title to all princes of the blood and describes the office 
of practically all provincial governors. 

4. Sheykh—Applied very widely, but. not indiscriminately, not only to 
tribal personages, but to townsinen of consequence, especially, perhaps, thon; 
exclusively, to those in official positions, «g., Sheykh Yusuf Yasin, 

5. Bey.—Still used, sometimes in preference to Sheykh, by persons who 
would have been so called by right or courtesy in the Turkish system and who 
may dislike the amcciaton of “Sheykh with age or desert fe ¢. Fuad Bey 

fam 

6, Hajji—Convenient, in a country where every Hejazi adult has mado the 
Gilgrimage, Tor certain perso not otherwise easy to ive a title to, «g, Taji 

‘usuf Zeinal. 

7. Effendi—Still applied to persons hardly entitled to. be called Sheykh 
or anything equally honor lubammad Effendi ’Ali Ridha, 

Ton, ée. riant, Bin, ‘son of," ot by extension, 
“ descendant of." Replaced sometimes by the ‘article "*al,"" which it is not 
always easy to distinguish from *'al,"" meaning “of the house of." All four 
forms are illustrated by the name of the King, *’Abdul-’Aziz ibn (son of) 
‘Abdurrahman al (son of) Faysal al (of the house of) Sa'tid,”” and the abbrevial 
names iba Sa’dd or bin Sa'Gd. The use of the patronymic “Ibn So-and-So "is 
s© common as often to make a man’s personal name difficult to trace. 

9. Abi—Means “father.” Used in combi with the name of an 
actual son or the name of an object to form a familiar name or nickname, which 
sometimes becomes an accredited surname. Thus, Colonel Glubb is known 
the desert as “" Aba Hunaik,” or the father of the Little Jaw. Similar name 
are sometimes formed from other terms of relationship, 

10. Composition of Names.—The most normal formation is to build from 
‘4 person's own name by adding that of his father and sometimes names of remoter 
aneesiors and/or a family name. It is not uncommon to omit at, last the 
first Thm and place the father’s name immediately after that of the person 
described, ¢.g., ‘Abdullah Ibrahim al-Fadhl. It cannot be assumed, however, that 
the second of two unseparated names is that of the father, especially if the first 
be Mohammad, which is often little more than a prefix. 

11. The following index gives, except in two cases, the first namo of all 
living ‘Arabs mentioned otherwise than incidentally in the report, but where 
Mubammad appears to be no more than a prefix itis reduosd to M. and ignored 
for purposes of alphabetical order. Secondary entries have been anade in many 
but not in all, cases, where a patronymic or a family name seems likely to help 
to trace particular individuals :— 


‘Abadia, 50, 5 
“Abba "Agi 27 (8) ‘Aslan Zayd. 8 
‘Abbia iho Yusuf Quttin. 42 (2) | ‘Abdul Keri hu Zod. 97 
“Abeiul-’Aste ibm Alslurrabend, King. 1 (1) Amie. 1) 
‘Abdul-"Aute ioe Hasan Queeibi. 43° (1) Abdalla thn “Abdur. Amir. 1 (01) 
Abdul-’Azls ite, Murai 2 ‘Abdallah ihn Blaghid.” 6 
Atdu’Aale ibe Moracmnoar, 8 ‘Abdulla tbo Haas, 12 (1) 
al Tae, 24(5) | “Abdulla iba Ibrahim. al-Padhl, 22 (4) 
hn Jiuwi iin Saud, | “Abdallah ibn Hasan Quali, 48 (8) 
‘Abdullah iba Hiuaeyn. Amir 0 (9) 
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‘Sheil. 80 (10) 


1. Royal Family. A 

(i) ‘Abdut" Asie ibn ‘Abdur-Rahmdn al-Feysal dt Sa’dd—King of Sa'ddi 
Arabia, commonly known as Thn Sa’dd. 

‘Born probably in 1682. Accompanied father om flight from Riyadh upon 
its occupation by Ibn Rashid in 1801, Grew up under tutelage of Sheykh 
Mubirak of Kawait, who gave asylum to family, Seized opportunity in course 
‘of local warfare in’ Eastern Arabia to deliver surprise attack on Riyadh in 
Sanuary 1902 with yory all force and retook it. Hecame recognised head of tho 
family although hin father 'Abdurrabmin survived until 1028 Extended his 
authority geaduaily over whole of Nejd and Qasim and in 1914 took the coutal 
province of Haka from the Turks, who then made an agreement with him, 
[intered into troaty relations with Hie Majesty's Government through the Govern- 
ment of India in 1915, Took Hail ia 1921 and finally destroyed power of Beat 
Rashid, Next fought King Fluseyn, an old enemy, Took Mecea in 1024 and 
completed conquest of Flejaz by compelling abdication at ond of 1025 of Haneyn's 
Son and succesor ‘AI, Acquired auzerainty over “Asit in 1926, Converted 
Porition into one of practical sovereignty in 1030 and later reduced “Asir to 
Matus of ordinary province, following on repression of « rebellion there, Consol 
Uatod this position by the Saudi-Yenen ‘Treaty of Taif of the 20th May, 1036, 
which scented hin legal title to “Aale and Nojrin, Has thus became ruler of 
Territory, acaboards of which extend from just south of Aqaba to just north of 
Modi ia Yenven and from Kuwait noateal zove to north of Qatar Peninsula 

Thu Said has oeaanred his titles by his acquisitions. He became in 1002 
Amir of Nejd and Imim of the Wahhibis; in 1921 Sultan of Nejd and its 
Dependencies; in Janvary 1926 King of the Hojaz; in 1027 King of the Hejax 
and of Nojd and its Dependencies; and finally in September 19:32 King of the 
Kingdom of Sa'tidi Arabia, defined as a single and united State, comprising his 
existing dominions, though without express mention of “Asir 

"The hero of this spectacular agzeandisement is a man of fine presence, some 
6 foot $ inches in height and handsome except for a blotch across the left eye 
due to neglected leucoma. He combines a strong character with courage, mud 
hative shrewdness and a charm which, though now a little stereotyped, is still 

feared rather than loved by his subjects on all of whom except 
these of the Shi'a persuasion he imposes at least the forms of Wahhfbism, His 
‘own Wahhahism is sincere, but tempered by readiness to compromise when his 
Temporal position requires innovations contrary to the prejudico of extremists 
br souetiznes even to the original principles of his scot. On his own ground he 
ean efficient ruler and a bard one, a Napoleon of the desert, but too much of 
the desert to cope quite successfully with the problems with which his conquest 
Of the Hejaz and his attainment of an international position have confronted him. 
{in diplomacy he is vormally fairly honest, but difficlt. He is as well disposed 
towards foreigners as is compatible with his fundamental belief that Islam is all 
in all. He has tried a strong constitation very high by living hard and by 
innumerable marriages. It was reckoned some years ago that he had already 
iad over 200 wives. though never more than the permitted four nt a time. He ix 
Known to find the natural decline in his in this direction disconcerting. 
Tn 1938 it was observed that he walked slowly and stiffly, and Mr. Philby stated 
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that he was not only averse to physical exertion, but also indifferent to public 
affairs; but he subsequently showed great activity of mind in the Palestine 
iscussions 

Was made a G.C-LE. in 1920, but does not now greatly prize an honour which 
he considers too reminiscent of « past connexion with the Government of India 
only and in some sense vassalish. Received the G.C.B. in November 1935, at the 
time of the visit to Riyadh of Sir Andrew Ryan. His relations with Great 
Britain havo been mainly friendly, and for the last three years or so he has acted 
‘as though he firmly believed in his repeated asseverations, that his interests and 
those of the Arabs in general are bound up with those of His Majesty's Govern- 

In earlier editions he was described as expecting much for love, but his 
attitude throughout the Palestine crisis of 1987-39 entitles him to the cancellation 
of that description. He has been unwavering in his sympathy for the Allied 
cause throughout the present war and he has proved by his acts that he is ready 
to give “‘his friends, the British Government,” every support possible in bis 
peculiar and only partly civilised cotintey short of involving Sa'dl Arabia in the 
war, which, be convincingly argues, would be less useful to His Majesty's 
Government than his present *neatrality.”” 

‘The King's eldest son Turki died in 1919, leaving issue. The following is 
list of the King’s immediate relatives, many of whom also have issue. Philby's 
Arabia is probably the best English authority on the Sa’itd family as a whole, but 
oes not claim to be absolutely accurate 


Sons, All Amirs. 

(2) Sa'id ibn 'Abdul-'Asiz—Born at Kuwait in 1901 or early 1902 of a 
lady of Saudi stock. Has for vome years been Viceroy of Nejd. and until 1994 
seldom visited the Hejaz. Until 1995 be was less travelled thin his half-brother, 
Amir Feysal, having only Joft the country once when he went to consult an oculist 
in Egypt shortly after the ‘* Mahmal ’” incident of 1926, In 1935, however, he 
visited Europe ‘and visited several capitals including London where he stayed 
about five weeks (he received the G.B.E. on that occasion), and he represented 
Saudi Arabia at the Silver Jubilee and at the Coronation of His Majesty King 
George VI. In 1940 he visited India. 

‘Sa'dd's designation as Heir to the Throne was formally announced on the 
11th May, 1983.” He resembles his father in appearance and physique. Also 
nalfors froim oye trouble, but has inherited Iba Sa'hd's magnetic Smale’ Sead 
to have had soine schooling from Dr, "Abdullah Damliji and Sheykh Hifi Wahba, 
but to be in the main untutored, May in other respects be a chip of the old block, 
but has haa little opportunity of displaying his quality o Euroteae’ “Te strongly 
Talamio, but wince his return frum Burope has shown many sigue of a browsed 
outlook wnd little, if any, of the fanaticism which seemed to characterise him 
earlier. Had commanded on the Eastern front in the Saudi-Yemen war. He 
how affects a European style of entertaining—even serving afternoon tea to his 
English visitors—and prides himself on his skill in the management of Christian 
cutlery, to the amusement of his father, who calls hin" Said the Civilised. 
He professes a desire to see Sa’fidi Arabia progress on Western lines (e.7, intro- 
duction of air communications, modern architecture, &e.). He claims that be 
himself designed his country house at Badia near Riyadh, the amenities of which 
include a swimming pool. He owns a cinema projector and gives temsne show nee 
of British news films. When His Majesty's Minister visited Riyadh in February 
1042 Sa'tid broke with Arabian custom by inviting the ladies of the party. {0 
dinner. His eldest son, Fahad, was born about 1! was marred to # 
daughter of the Amie Faysal, No. 1 (3) in May. 

(8) Faysal ibn "Abdul-'A siz—Vicotoy of the Hejaz in his father's abeonce 
and pormanently President of the Council of Ministers, Minister for, Foreign 
Affairs the Interior, and, in theory, Wat. Born ofa lady of the family of "Absial 
Wahha in or about 1905. Fducated partly by Sheykh Hifiz Wahba, Reported 
intelligent and has at least had more yporti ‘than most of his brothers of 
ee his intelligence and powers: of obearvation ‘as he has lived mostly of late 
rears in the comparatively civilised surroundings of Mecca and has travelled in 
Europe: in 1919, when he was in England; in 1926, when he visited England, 
France, Holland and perhaps other countries; and in 1952, when be beaded the 
Sadi mission which visited London and many other capitals. In physique a 
much feebler version of father and elder brother owing to excessive del light 
in the harem from his youth upwards; possibly alzo to the use of alecbol and 
possibly to a tuberonlar tendeney, though neither is proved. "Very listless and 
rather nervous in European company, but can rise to ah eceasion, as be showed it 
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1032 by playing his part in London, albeit that of a figuteicad, with good deat 
of distinction. His decorum is not known to have broken down until be reached, 
Kawait, where his indulgence in nightlife seandalised the 8 
subjects." Believed not to see eye to eye with his father and joined in the 
ught by Fuad, Philby and others on Ibn Sa’dd's principal he 
Meatfiah Suleyman, im October 1081. Although "Abdollah Suleyman tad the 
test of this in the end, the King has continued to treat Faysal with consideration. 
Received many decorations during his tour in 1932, including an ho 
showed surprising dash axa horseman in races beld at Riyadh on ovasion 
ndrew Ryan's visit. Reported to have married in October 1935 
daug! oe ar e128) Biogeaebton Bait abit sn the Tam dan 
discussions on Palestine in 1980, and seems to have played the part well. In the 
wars oF 29 he bas acquired much more self-confidence and tries to fil 
talks freely and intelligently in the company of Europeans whom he knows. He 
fas none of his fers prcureqacnem of Tanguage but speaks very pure 
Jearly eounciated, with litle trace of the Nejdi accent which all bis 
possess On cation he is capable of acting with firmness within 
: ‘by the King, as was shown in the expulsion of the Ktalian 
Minister in i ; “asso 
m ‘Abdul-'Asts—Born in or about, 1913. 
oon etn afi Ae aes et att eee 
‘Amir Faysal went abroad in 1932, but got beyond himself and was replaced by 
his brother Khalid. Mot Fayeal at Kuwait on his return and shared in the bout 
af dissipation there. Visited the United Kingdom with the Amir Saud in 1987 
tnd. 1038, Lives mostly at Riyadh, visiting Hela only forthe pila 
» be popular with the tribes. Appears to be being brought gradually into 
Poa ie pron tpptber withthe Amir Std, at several 
interviews between His Majesty's 
oa xls Viceroy of 
Chalid ibn *Abdul-'Aste—Born in or about 1016. Actes za 
the ie anit (cca (4) above), Vinited the United Kingdom with the Ani 
Faisal in 1939, Full brother and constant companion of Amir Mubaminad ( 
man C y-two. ‘The followin 
27), Sone of 20 and loss in 1989 numbered twenty-two. T n 
Oe an ey ot ages Nasir. (1030), Sad (1021), Fahad (1921), 
Maar (oat). “bla (i23}, Bandar (1994, Sul, 1924, Moet (1820 
Mink‘al (1927), "Abslol-Mubsin (1928), Moahari, (1952) Mute (1938), fA) 
wurki (1434), Badr (1034), Nawwat (198 
(1083), ‘Abdue-Rahman (1933), Turks (1994), (on, Naval, C834), 
ye Fawwaz (1030), Ma’jid (1937), Suman (1 it (1) 
aera al tad Sree e natal ts be nddopted xons, of the family Of the Beal 
Raat Tanai, No.1 (8) dace neparate notice, A fa father, 
Betti oscp Ald sports wd domes pom Hle ke achins, 
ally sees to the maintenance of his cars and spends a good deal of his tiie 
Peretival garage in Risadh..Usoally tm charge of arrangeients when the 
King moves trom Ripe the eis elton the Koval Place t Teh 
he maintenance of the electrical installation at the ce at 
Pore Hevea Alay, 1942 us the guest of the British Commander in-chif, 
On geet to Jedd be gave an interview (with is fathor's pprval fie 
) presentative of the ich was recorded oy 
eae na Tater broadcast from Landon, Mle owns a cinema projector. 
Brothers. All Amirs. i ee eee 
vhammed ibn Abdurrakmén—Said to be a little older than 
Oey and wabborn man on whom Thi Sa'0d keeps a tight en, 
Redorted in 1020-27 to be a fanatical Wahhibi, married to a daughter of Thu 
Dod, (Ger 3); 0 be in sympathy, with te etree rehows opposition 19 Tha 
Kid was then growing: and to have left Mecea in anger. Pn in 
elas rong anf ed oie ead er 
here’ Now seldom heard of except on the occasion of journeys between Meccs 
Sod Righdh. Might play a role in the event of hig sarrving the King, though 
a in 1982 to make § {as several sons 
said to bave acquiesced ia proposal in 1% ke Sadie. Has sveral sone 
te of whom is married toa daughter of the Ring. Aged and infra, Wu 


takes a great interest in agriculture, ly 8 his cdot 
ae eid, who was popularly regarded as the chief rival of the heir apparent 
was killed in a motor accident 


oi 
ter and the King at Riyadh in March 
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oo. (29) and (80). Sa’ anid Said, who died in 1916 and 1999 respectively 
The former let three wns: Faysal, Savtd and Fahad; and the latter two: 
(BI) “Abdullah ibm “Abdurrahmén.—Born about 1804. Described as neat 
andl spruce in appearance and as ambitious in character, so that. King keeps him 
‘also woll in hand ips, as he visited H.MS. Emerald by special 
Feaest in 102% ‘watts with King’s younger sons in 1923. Like 
the Amir Muhammad (No, 28), whose close inion he is, he takes a. keett 
interet in ngrculture.” Accompanied King on pilgrimage and visit to Jedda 
(82) to (95). A Amad, ah Sa'd wad ‘Abdul-Muhsin.—Younger men, 
children of the old age of "2 ae 


Avdif Branch. leo Amira 
Certain of the King’s cousins are dk separate notices, bat a 
general mention may be made of the "Araif as being members of a senior branch 
Of thy family hy virtue of descent from 8 the 
King's father and n former ruler at Riyadh 
cone applied to raided camole, subsequently 1s the root implies, and 
recovered by: thoir owners, Tt seems to have been given to them because they’ had 
remained in the handa of the Beni Rashid, but escaped to Thn Sa’dd in the course 
of battle in 1904, Some of thom rebelled against him in 1910, but the present 
twemborn of the family form portion of the King’s posse of satellite princos 
Althongh. inconspicuous, they might produce a claimant, by right of senior 
to tho throne. Various names aro given in the Almeach de Gotha and 
Arabia, ‘Tho most important of these princes, who bear individually 
the surname of al-'Arafa, would appear to be— v 
(80) Sa'dd Yin Abdul “Asie ibn Sad ibn Bayeol.—Married the King’s 
sistor Nira. Scoms to play n certain nile in thn Sa'dd's entonrage, Probably 
the same Sad al'Araka who was described in a recent report from Kuwait a 
being, according to 2 relinhle Informant, a friend of the “Ajmin tribe and 
wecrotly howtile to Thn Sa'td, Danghter roported to have married Amir 
Fayanl (q.7) in October 1985, 


2 ‘Adult A ete idm Torahion 

Governor of Medina (technically Acting Governor rice the King's son Amir 
Khilid, who ver actually beld.the pest) until Alay 1096, when he was replaced 
by Abdallah nx Sdayri (No, 86 (1)), Had the reputation of being a sovere and 
arbitrary Governor. Wax Govornar of Abha in 192% at the timo of the elash 
botveoon tho Tkhwiin and the Yemeni pilzeim caravan, the "Usa, in the Wadi 
Tanuma. Tn 1936 appointed a member of the Council of Ministers, 


& "Abdul se ibm Ma'ammar. 

Governor of dedila until June 1085, when he was appointed Governor of Tait 
in tho room of Amir Abdalla, matoraal wiclo of Amir Yaysal (No. 18 (2). Born 
in or about 1904. Comes of « former ruling family of Ne}d, apparently the same 
Beni Mu‘ammar of Ayaina, who were prominent in the early days of the Wahhabi 
movoment and are mentioned eevaral times in Philby's Arobia. Brought up 
principally at Riykdh. Was Governor of Yanbu’ for soine time and earned a 
Fepatation there. Was appointed to Jedda in Angust 1932, with the title of 
Amir, on the death of Hajji ‘Abdullah "Ali Riza, a leading local merchant who 
Had toon With the old title of Qaimmaqam since King Huseyn's time. 
Ho lng Ing) ROG pNObaaah, ext pitentions:corobality: ta tbe rien! Of his 
blue blood, He was keen on riding and other forms of sport until aflicted by 

He weat to India for special treatment in March 1941, but 
rable in October 1961. Now completely deaf and unable to waik 


"Alnb Asi ibn Bua id itm ila ibn Sa’ 

Second cousin to the King. Governor of Hail since 1925 or cartier. 

tho Shoykh of Kuwait in March 1982 to be only 40, but to have eed gral 
‘owing to worry. Was much in evidence in 1929 as one of the King's right-han 
tien at the time of the Akhwan rebellion, Came into prominence in February 
1980, when, apparently without the King’s authority, he conducted a raid on the 
seale of a plnitive expedition, which it was, in fact, intended to be, into 
Transjordan. Disavowed by the King at the time, but maintained in his 
governorate, Was in November 1992 put at the bead of the principal force 
Ecepatched to reduce the *Asir rebels, and proceeded from Riyadh to “Abhi and 


‘Jizan, where he assumed supreme command of the forces in Said then to 
ie intended for the Governcrate-Geueral of the whole 'Asir area, but. eventually 
returned to Hail. A man for occasions requiring drastic action, | Appointed 
inspector of the frontier area on the Sa’6di-Iraq frontier in 1996, duties he 
combines with those of Governor of Hil. In 1939 was said to have aroused 
suspicion at Riyadh as having designs on the throne which he might try to carry 
oat on the death of Ibn Saud. 


5. "Abdul-‘A.ts (ibn Hamid) ibm Zeyd 

Tnepector of Bedouin in Transjordan frontier area. Born probably about 
1807, Chmes of a Hail family said to be related to the Beni Rashid, Said to have 
teem educated in Constantinople. Sent to "Ammin in summer of 1926 to discnss 
Claims in respect of raids, and attended with two other Sa'tidi, delegates an 
Sburtive conference at Maan in September. "Was one of the two Sa’ddi delegates 
fn tribunal which sat at Jericho from Febroary to May 1927 in accordance with 
the Hadda Agreement. Was later an Assistant Governor of Jedda. Sent to 
‘Amman in August. 1090 as Sa'ddi agent atthe MacDonnell. investigation 
fearing raids Appointed Inspector of Beduin in the frontier region. in 
Tanunry 1034, and has since the Std June, 1654, Held meetings at long intervale 
wait Captain’ Glubh, his opposite nurnber in Traasjordan, Personally amiable, 
Fiat will fake uo responsibility without reforence to the King. From 1986 to 1938 

‘uspector of the whole Transjordan Saudi frontier, under a scheme for 
Tivlaing’ the northern frontice area into three sectors wider inspectors with, wide 
powers I Alay {943 wan appotnind Saudi Con at Danaea in rveston 
Rushey Pasha (No. 52 in 1030 report), 


6, “Abdullah ibm Blayhid, 

‘A leading figure among the Wahbibi Ulema, Comes from Hail. Qidhl of 
Mecoa after tts occupation by Ibn Sa°dd, and was desoribed in Eldon Rutter's 
account of him (1035.28) ax a ‘bent and wizened little man." Appointed 
Grand Qidhi of the Hojaz in January 1926, Was instrumental in May 1926 
in obtaining a fatwa from seventeen Ulama of Medina in support of the Wahhibt 

Tend of the Nojdi delegates at the Moslem Congress 

fed Medina in November of that year in attendance on 

Hasan {vee 10 (1)), bent on 

‘Vacated post at, Mecca 

‘at that timo to favour the extremiets 


purging the place of iniqui 
fn To9s‘and feturned to {1ai, Wa 
fof the Akhwin movement. Still visits Mecca at intervals, ‘Thought to be 
embarrassing in high places owing to his frankness and fanaticiaan, Signed the 
pronouncement by the Ulama of Nejd in favour of Jihid at tho time of 
the Tho Rifida rebellion in 1982, 


7 "Abdullah Keim. 

‘A Hejazi mid to be of Cossack origin. Born nbont 1887, 
employed in the Mecon Post Office in King Hussein's time. Appointed Sa’Adi 
Director-General of Posts and Telegraphs in 1926 and still holds the post, Went 
to Port Sudan in March 1926 as one of Tho Sa'fd's delegates to negotiate about 
the F-T.C. cable and showed himself an obstructive negotiator, Was again pretty 
sticky in taking delivery of Marconi wireless in 1931-33, but created a. good 
impression at the time of the cable and wireless negotiations in the spring of 1035, 


&, “Abdullah in Muhammad ibm “A gil (or A geyil) 

In 1926 Governor of Jauf, but had vacated the post by March 1928, when he 
‘as put in command of a force sent to quell the disturbanice created at. Wejh by 
Hamid iba Rifada. Probably identical with the ibn 'Agil who was mentioned in 
May 1931 as a possible candidate for the governorship of Tebik, but was not 
appointed. Abdullah ibn "Aqil commanded the Tkbwin mobilised in June 1932 
to repress the further rebellion of Hamfd ibu Rifada. 


9. ‘Abdullah ibn Muhammad al-Fadhl 5 

Vice-President of the Legislative Council and Assistant Viceroy. Probably 
born aboat 1888. Principal member of the Fadhl family qe, Was formerly 
a merchant in Jedda. Desoribed in 1917 as “‘antiSherif and pro- 
English” and as going by the sobriquet of *Englisi”” in Jedda. Pat 
in ‘prison at that’ time in Mecca for some unknown offeice. Played 
no particular role subsequently (and was so little valued for | brain- 
power as to be known as "the Sheep") until ex-King ‘Al sent him on 
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4 delegation to negotiate with Thm Sa’dd at Mecca. Went over definitely to 
Tha Sa’dd and acted as his representative at Rahigh for the 1925 pilgrimage, in 
which employment he is said to have feathered his nest. Attached to the King’s 
son, Muharumad, as adviser when the young Amir occup.cd Medina later in 1995, 

fore as a Hejazi delegate at the Moslem Congress in. Mecca in June 1926, 
Obtained about the same period, in partnership with Indians settled in Mecca, 
contract for motor transport, but lost it, Did better as purveyor to the 
Government, Sent on an unsuccessful mission to Eritrea in 1827 in connexion 
With negotiations for the recognition of Ibn Sa’tid by Italy and proposed treaty 
arrangements. Also had some part in the treaty negotiations with Great Britain. 
Became assistant to the Viceroy at Mecca and s0 an to appointment to his present 
post in or before 1929, Went in that year on a mission to Persia. Alleged in 
the sue year to have done nicely in the company of "Abdullah Suleymin by 
cornering benzine, &c., just before new duties were imposed. Appears to enjoy 
the King's confidence in a high degree and to steer an even of waggly course 
between ‘rival factions, Not impressive in appearance or conversation; still 
somewhat of a sheep; but wears his recent dignities with an acquired air of 
dignity, sobriety and sagacity, which may be a part of his success. May: still 
have commercial interests, but has long been dissociated from the business of the 
other Fadhls, Acting Viceroy during Faisal's absence in 1939. 


10. "Abdullah on-Nafiri 

Important as being Thn Sa'dd’s agent at Kuwait, where he is established as 
a morchant and once did a large business in rice, Ae. Now elderly and less active. 
Seems sensible. 


Started 
‘Spent 


‘s Diwin. Rose to. be 
Became Director-General of Finance and had acquired 
complote control of all nancial matters by September 1925, when it was remarked 
that he travelled in greater state than the King himself between Mecca and 
Jedda, Has since been the moat powerful of the King's advisers. His position 
as strongly axsailed in October 1931 by a cabal, which included the Amir Faysal, 
Foad Hamza, ‘Abdullah al Fadhl (perhaps a doubtful enemy) and Mr. Philby 
‘Was sont for timo to lend m hand with the Tawil mission in Hasa, but had his 
lace Kept warm for hin and returned to it, Was promoted in August 1932 
rom boing Direotor. General of Finance to the post of Minister of Finance for the 
Hejas and Nejd and its Dependencies, thus obtaining the title af Wazi 
enjoyed only hy the Amir Faysal, Continves to be supreme int 
administration and has his finger in many other pies, being in elfect Ce 
of the Privy Purse, Grand Master of Ordnance, Quarter-Master-G 
‘occasion, geiieral manager of the King’s establishment of slaves and pilgris 
organiser. Appointed in 1095 to the specific additional pot of Deputy 
of Defence, Probably entirely faithfal to the King, whose needs he supplies at 
tho expense of others having demands on the Treasury, and who gives him a free 
hand in finance regardless of the effect on public opinion. A man of rather mean 
appearance, but emphatically a “live wire.” Ready and energetic in conversation 
and fall of ideas about development. In recent years has often spent loug periods 
at Jodda acting as the representative of the Minister for Foreign Afairs, 
turns in that duty with Yusuf Yasin, His relations with His Majest 
improved greatly as contacts increased after the outbreak of war, On all 
ions he has expressod pro-British sympathies. and, no doubt because he 
realises more clean ther of the King’s advisers bis country’s complete 
ias shown himself very reasonable and co-operative 
‘The main burden of dealing with the Ttalian Minister's procrastinations and 
evasions in January and Febroary 1942 fell on him and he acquitted himself 
very creditably. He is the originator of the agricultural development scheme 
at Al Khar] and shows great energy and enthusiasm in the face of much hostility, 
envy and ill-natured criticism from his brother advisers. A keen fisherman and 
a tireless traveller, his other pleasures inclnde tobacco, and, it is rumoured, the 
bottle. He has a good sense of humour and repartee sharpened in many verbal 
battles with his rivals ¥ 
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12 Abdud-Wahhab, Descendants of 
The following seem to be the most notable of the descendants of the founder 
of Wabhabism :— 


(A) ‘Abdullah ibn Hasan—Is one of the leading Wahhibi Ulema in Mecca. 
Played a re in 1826, with ‘Abdullah ibn Blaybid (ge), in the Wabhibi parging 
‘of the Holy Cities, and was in 1929 thonght, like him, to favour the Tkhwin 
extremists. Signed the pronoancement of the Ulama in fayour of Jihad at the 
time of the Ibi Rifade rebellion in 1982 Now Grand Qadhi. Proud and 
fanatical = 

(@) Muhammad ibn "A bdul-'A.iz ibn Sheykh, nicknamed as-Sababi, formerly 
Governor of Taif, transferred to Riyadh in 1942 as Assistant to the Amir Sa’dd. 

(8) 'Abdul-Lati Family—Four sons and a probable grandson of a 
descendant named "Abdul-Lailf were among the ten signatories of the declaration 
of Jihad referred to under (1). No. (2) and the mother of the Amir Faysal (g-r.) 
also probably belong to this connexion, 


13, "Abdul-Wahhab Aba Matha. i 

‘A personage of consequence in “Asir, possibly of the Sheykbly family of 
Matha vear Sab , although this cannot be affirmed. Was described in 1027 as 
Director of Finance in *Asir, and was in that year one of four delegates seat by 
Tho Sa’iid to negotiate with’ the Imim Yahya. Probably still has the title of 
Director of Finance and commanded the Sa'Gdi forces which entered Sabya in 
‘November 1932, 


14. "Abdur-Raif as-Sabba, 

Born in the Hejax probably between 1888 and 1803. Grandson of an 
immigrant from Egypt. Fducated in the Hejaz and in Egypt, Associated with 
his father, Hasan, and others in what was in 1917 the principal hide and skin 
business in dda and Mecca, Improssed the Hejazis at that time by hit 
knowledge and European manners. Was made Director of Education in Jedda, 
hut was dismissed and reverted to trade in cotton goods and skins. Edited in 
1925 the anti-Sa’ddi paper A/-Umma in Cairo with the help of one of the 
Dabbighs Given a post by the Amir ‘Abdullah as manager of his estates in 
‘Transjordan in or before 1931. Was an active supporter of the Hizb-al-Ahrir-al- 
Hijazi, and was concerned in 1982 in the press propaganda and financial 
arrangements of the outside promoters of movements against Ibn Sa'dd, Seems 
to have gone at least once to Eritren in this connexion, Was dismissed by the 
Amir ‘Abdullah in the autumn of 1932 as a result of these political activities, but 
‘went on with them. Excluded from Egypt, Palestine and Transjordan, where- 
‘upon he retired to Bagdad, where he was understood to have become a private 
secretary to the late ex-King Ali. Returned to the Hejaz with or at the same 
time ax Ahmadal-Mujallid in July 1935, and was appointed in 1996 a member 
of the Legislative Council. In 1938 did some propaganda for Ibn Saud in Egypt. 
‘Appointed Director-General of Waqfs in December 1942 in succession to Seyyid 
‘Abdul-Wabhab (No. 17 in 1939 report) 


15, Muhammad Sa'id al-Kurdt. 
Formerly Director of Police in Jedda. Of Kurdish origin, from Zakho, 
Was previously Director of Police at Rabigh and gary offence to the Legation 
by trying to commandeer a car which was taking the Nawab of Bahawalpur to 
Medina. Was transferred to Jedda in 1932 and confirmed in the post carly 
in 1983. Seems to be supported by persons in high quarters, including probably 
Mehdi Bey (g-e.), and, not improbably, the Amir Faysal and Fuad Bey Hamza. 
‘A man to watch but not to judge too hastily. Rides a horse, a thing now unusual 
in dedda, and looks well on it, Was removed from his post in Jedda and 
apparently reappointed to Rabigh in 1933. Officer Commanding troops in Jedda 
in 1096, in whch capacity he was in charge of aviation daring the presence of 
the Ttalian Air Mission 1097-89. According to » Russian pilot, showed ability 
tg learn abont aviation. Was cultivated assiduously by the 
,, probably received bribes from him, and learned Ttalian. Very 
anti-British when the Palestine trouble was at its height. 


16. ‘Abdur-Rahman al-Basedm. . ¢ 
Second Aesistant io the Ministry for Foreign Affaire | Educated in Expt. 
Speaks English. Helped Sheikh Yusuf Yasin with the English versions of 1 
Sa'idi-Koweit Agreements signed at Jedda in April 1942, 
(26155) x 










































































17. ‘Al Taka. 3 

Assistant Governor of Jedda since 1928, and, in addition, Assistant Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs since early in 1982. A Hejazi born 
about 1894, Rose from a small post as secretary to the Governor. Cadaverous 
and ‘unhealthy, Speaks Turkish well. Well meaning, and not withoat 
intelligence, but frightened of his own shadow. Completely ineffective, exee 
on tho rarest postible occasions, in connexion with foreign affairs. Normally 
serves as-no more than a transmitter of messages to and from Mecca. 


18, Bujéd (or Humayd) Family, : 
A leading family in tho notorionsly fanatical Ghatghut section of the 

Ateyba tribe. A confusing eflect is produced by the use in past reports of the 

ames Sultén ibn Bujdd, ib Humayd iba Bujad and ibn Bujad tout court, but 
would appear alto apply to one and the same man. This ie assumed in 
t follows regarding — 


(1) Sultén idm Humayd ibm Bujéd.—Once one of Ibn Sa'dd’s stalwarts and 
ano af he commanders of is troops when they wok Mecca in 1024." Had a 
daughter married to the King’s brother Muhammad. Noted early in 1927 as one 
of the extremists who were then inclining against the King. Became reconciled 
with him later, bat Sally stood in with Lin Sa’dd's opponents in. the, Nejd 
rebellion of 1029 and ‘was accounted second only to Faysal ad-Dawish tn 
itnportanen, Was one of the earlier leaders to fall into the King’s hands and 
‘was imprisoned at Riyadh in the spring of that year. Appears to be still 
clone confinement, a8 no record has been found of the death of Sultan ibn Bajad, 
the best known of the names cited above, and “ ibn Humayd " was mentioned 
in & recent report as one of the prisoners who were receiving more lenient 
Ureatinent than before, though, unlike the othera, be was till not allowed to see 
‘his womenfolk, Muy’ till prove important, as he had a strong hold on his 
Uribounon, some of whom have been reported mullen over his imprisonment. 

(2) Nai/ ibn Fayiat ibn Humayd—X pretender to the chieftainship of the 
*Ateyba, but moved 10 'L 1024, having boon ousted by No. (1). Played with 
tho idoa of recovorinng bia position in June 1929 and sent a'minor relative: ‘Obert, 
to ay out the Ind, at as apparently dissuaded by King’ Faisal from going 
abead. Mentioned in 1982 ns being still a refugee in "Iraq and as a. possible 
aspirant to the hand of Mazydna, sister of Faysal ad-Dawish, but the engagement 
or musttiage was denied. 

10. Dabbdgh Family, 

A Mocoa family of " Moorish" (i.e, some North-West Africa) origin. 
Appoar to be Seyyide Hecome prominent in 12 in connexion with plot tetind 
the revolt of Ibn Rifiida and the Preparations for the retarded revolt in ‘A: 
Tho family ix numerous Certain members of it still reside in the Hejaz, 
including two who were arrested and deported to Riyidh in June-July 183d, 
ve 

(1) [brahim ibn “Abdullah and 

(2) "Tea ibn 'A betullah. 


More important are the following persons abroad :— 


(8) Huseyn itm “Abitullah, brother of the above. Migrated to Mokalla in 

‘or about 1926, Hix since done school-maste Si fest Arabia and has 
bean an active inteiguer againat Ton Sa'dd. Went to India it 182% te ealie 
support for the Hizh-al-Ahrae al Hijazi and their National Pact. Sought, and 
Probably enlisted, the support of Shaugat Ali, who, with his brother, had’ been 
Violently at loggerheads with Thy Sa'éd at the Moslem Congress of June 1926. 
Went to Egypt aul perhaps to Transjordan in 1929. Said to have attended 
Moslem Congress at serusalem in December 1991, when persons concerned i 
al-Abrir sem to have devised a pendant organisation called Jami‘at ad 

f'n Til Hija, Was using Aden as base early in 1932, but left in summer 
owing to adverse attitude of British authorities and seems to have since worked 
mainly in Eritrea. Now excluded from Exypt, Palestine and Transjordan 
Returned to Aden in 1936 and allowed to stay there. Opened a school, but soot 


began to send anti-British articles to Egyptian papers Left for the Uj 
ata’ country, where he engaged 1 anti Fitish propaganda. Probably faa seed 
by the Ttalians, 

(4) M. 'Ail itm “Abdullah, another brother. Less conspicuons, but also 
active. ‘Took a hand in the actual revolt in "Asir. Reported drowned at Jiz8i, 
but report was conteadicted later. 
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(9) M.Tadhiribn Mas'dd,uncleof theabove. Described as" anegg: pedman, 
Born in 1890. Had some employment under King Huseyn, Obtained British- 
Protected passport at Cairo in 1926 on strength of alleged subjection to Sultan 
of Mokall Author of letter from Labo} to ‘Kinie Shilar of the 20th Fetruary, 
1932, which fell into hands of Sa’Gdi Government and revealed plans of con 
spirators. Seems to have gone further east, as he arrived at Aden from Singapore 
early in June 1982. Has since been very mobile, visiting Eritrea, Happ Palestine, 
Transjordan and "Iraq. Was excluded from Egypt, Palestine and Transjordan, 
Was understood in January 1933 to be heading back to Massawa, and perhaps 
thence to Aden and the Hadhramaut. Made his peace with Thn Said after pro- 
‘mulgation of amnesty early in 1935. Returned to Sa’tidi Arabia that year and 
in 1936 was appointed Director of Education. Suspected of being involved in 
the Sherifian plot, 1940-41, but later pardoned by the King. 

Other members of the family need not be enumerated, but they all seem to 
hang together and to have attacker with Hashimites. Ono, Mas'tid, a hanger-on 
at “Amman, was closely concerned in the Ibn Rifada affair and was killed with 
Ton Rifada., ‘The family also have attaches with the Idrisis, although there is 
Hothing to explain one mention of (8) above as Huseyn bin ‘Abdullah ad-Dabbigh 


29. Dawish Family 

‘A leading fainily in the Mutayr tribe, Its best-known member, Faysal ad- 
Dawish, famous as a raider, as one of Ibn Sa'dd’s principal lieutenants and as 
a rebel against him, died as a State prisoner at Riyadh in October 1931. His 
name is, however, still potent in Eastern Arabia, where he was regarded as more 
than an ordinary sheykh—a kingly man and a ing maker. "‘This gives importance 
to his sons, two of whom have figured in reports Trom Kuwait. 

(1) Bandar ibn Faysat od-Dasetsh-—Still a Young wan, Said to be looked 
to by the Mu as tho leader they desire, but to be himself very cautions and 
unwilling to move at present. Reported in December 1982 to have countered a 
{question by Thu Sa'dd as to, whom the Mutayr wanted for'a leader by. tying 
“No one but Your Majesty."’ 

(2) Al-Humaydi ihn Faysal ad-Dawish—Visited Ibn Sa'td at Riyfidh in 
the autumn of 1982, when the King was making efforts to reconcile the ex-rebel 
Matayr and ‘Ajmin, still hostile to him, and was well weeeived and rewarded 

he ladies of this family seem to count. ‘The political agent. at Kawait, 
who had befriended them when Faysal was surrendered to Tbn Sa’dd in Janu ny 
1030, was visited by various of them on several occasions in 1982." They included 
Faysal's mother, who hid bitter hatred of the King beneath vious praises; 
4 sister, whose rumoured marriage to a Harb Sheykh was regarded ax xn augur 
of reconciliation between his tabs and the iyr, but was afterwards denied; 
and a cousin, still a woman of considerable charm and homour, who had been 
married to Sheykh Mubirak of Kuwait, to a deceased son of Faysal ad-Dawish: 


and, lastly, as prizo of war, to Tbn Sa’fd's brother "Abdullah. 


21. Fadhl (al-Fasal) Family. 

Nejdis of “Aneyza origin long settled in the Hejaz, An original "Abdullah 
had at least five sons, all now deceased, with one possible exception, Each of 
these had issue. Members of the first and second generations alter the original 
“Abdullahi were coucerned in firms doing important business in the Hejaz and 
India, where they had a high reputation, enhanced by their position as Ousiness 
agents of Ibn Sa’dd, until’ 1030. Family differences and bad trade led to the 
collapse of their busitess at Bombay and Rarachi in that year, The two partners 
most actively concerned in the business in India absconded to the Hejaz, where a 
third tried to dissociate himself from the partnership. The affairs of the family 
have for some years been the subject of very complicated litigation and have 
engaged the attention of various British authorities for reasons too long to 
recapitulate, The family still have influential connexions in the Hejaz, and 
several members of it hiave been given employment by Ibn Sa'fd. Apart from 
“Abdullah ihn Muhammad iba "Abdullah, who is the subject of a separate notice, 
the following deserve mention :-— 


(1) Muhammad, son of the "Abdullah just mentioned. In business in Jedda. 
and does a tidy trade in grain. 
{® Terahin in Adderrahmén—One of the two who absconded from India 
in 1990, Appointed a member of the Legislative Council in October 1930. 
Became later a secretary to the Amir Faysal. Was called on to resign, ostensibly 
‘on grounds of ill-health, by Amir Faysal. He is now living in Mecea and engaged 
[26135] x2 
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in srade in an unimportant way; but is ail sid to enjoy the confidence of Amir 
aysa 

(8) Muhammad ibn Abdurrahmdn ibn ‘Abdullah —Was a partner in the 
firm which collapsed in India in 1980, but resided in Jedda and tried to dissociate 
himself from the other partners, his brother and cousin. 

(4) "Abdullah ibn Torakim ibm *Abdullah—Private secretary to the Amir 
Faysal in 1926. Afterwards one of the partners who absconded from India, 
Selected in 1931 for the post of Chargé d' Affaires in Holland, under scheme which 
did not materialise for having a Legation there with the Sa’ddi Minister in 
London as Minister, Appointed Treasurer to the Government later in 1931, as a 
result of the cabal against ‘Abdullah Suleyman. Later became Director of Finance 
in Jedda, then Government representative to the California-Arabia Standard Oil 
Company at Dhahran and now Saudi representative for supply matters in 
Bahrein. Speaks English. é 

(8) Tbrahim ibn Suleyman at "Agil.—Son-in-law of father of (4), and has 
taken the place of @) ns Raisul-Diwin of the Amir Fayral Is an important 
oficial and enjoys Amir Faysal's complete confidence. Accompanied him to 
London én 1989 for the Palestine ms. Asa young man spent considerable 
time in India, Speaks a very little English and some Urdu. A man of culture 
and pleasing manners, 

22 Fahad ibn Zwayr, 

Lato Governor of "Asir, Was head of the mission sent to "Asir in May 1990 
to make the arrangements which subsequently culminated in its practical annexa- 
tion by Tha Sa'dd, Was later appointed Amir, though probably not the first to 
hold the post. Reported to Tbu Sa’dd with increasing argency in the autumn of 
12 that the Idrisi was getting beyond himself. The llrisi, professing complete 
loyalty to the King, complained bitterly of Fabad's rough treatment, ‘The King, 
anxious to placate the Tdrisi, steered a middle course and sent a commission to 
investigate Beforo it could reach the spot the Tdrisi had gone into open revat 
and Fahad had to escape from his seat of government at Jizin. Was little heard 
of for wome time afterwards, but was appointed Governor of Qunfida in or about 
Tune 


2, Rawat we Sad. 
Sa'fidi Chargé d'Affaires in Ey /pt and consul-general in Cais Ay ited 
in August, 1986, upon the conclusion of the Sa'Gdi-Egyptian Treaty at May, 
1098, ‘Provovaly Sa’Gd agent in Faypt. “Bora about fens. ‘Belong by orig 
tothe ‘Ugey) th guild, as it were, of recognised carnvan guides Banteted in 
4 Turkiah school at 'Ammin, Said to have lived for many years in Bombay 
{shy profession a dealer in camels and horses and still appears to do this business 
Wax ‘Saltd’s ‘agent in Damascus before 1924. Moved in that year to Cairo, 
hen paler ier chargé Affaires in en Is described by Mr. Smart 
‘4 a devout Moslem, plain, slow, courteous and old-fashioned; politically: rather 
innocent, but possessed of a certain native shi ver | 
Toa Gaald foe tasportant pollical veri er eee = paver, need by 


34 Fuad ey Haman. 
ipuly Minister for Foreign Affairs. Born about 1900, he is a of 
Abeih, in the Lobauon, where the family are leas presperoes'than they ere 
One brother Sa'id was accused of complicity in the murder of a Christian priest 
at Abeih in 1990, but. was finally acquitted in April-May, 1934. Educated in 
Kurkish schools in Syria, the Teachers’ Training College, Beirut, and the Syrian 
Protestant College, Beirut, Was tor of Schools at Damascus for a time. 
Obtained @ post ag clerk under the Palestine Department of Public Health in 
1921. Resigned after a few months and took service under the Department of 
Education as a teacher in Acre. Transferred in 1922 to a secondary school in 
Jorusalem as teacher in English and remained until 1926, Studied simultaneously 
at the Law School, got a Certificate of Legal Studies in 1925 and qualified in 
five eubjects, including Constitutional History and Public International Law, for 
the Diploma, but did not complete the course. Had a uniformly good record in 
Palestng but wae mixed up in politics and the Druze insurrectionary move- 
ment. May have feared arrest, although he was not, in fact, in danger of it. 
Left for Exypt on the 2nd December, 1928, Apparently was to go to India on a 
Syro Palestinian delegation, but was drawn to the Hejaz, where, after giving 
inglish lessons for a time, he wag taken into the Ministry for Foreign Affairs by 


‘Yusuf Yasin, then acting for Dr. ‘Abdullah Danldji, Became Act ng Minister in 


July 1928, when Dr. Danldji left on a mission, never to return. pr 
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‘worked earlier to undermine Danldji's position. Remained Acting Minister until 
the Amir Faysal became titular Minister with Fuad as Under-Secretary, but still 
effective head of the Ministry in December 1930. Retained his post, with a seat 
on the Conneil of Ministers when the latter was constituted eatly in. 1982. 
Prefers to call himself in English Deputy Minister. Visited Europe for the first 
time as.a member of the Sa’tdi Mission under the Amir Faysal in the spring of 
1982 and did all the real business. Was made an honorary K.B.E, during the 
visit to London, and for several years carried a passport. in which he and his 
wife appeared as Sir Fuad and Lady Hamza. Visited Europe again in 1934 
and 1885 and conducted important negotiations with the Foreign Offs, and in 
1939 went to London with the Amir Faysal and took a prominent part in the 
Palestine discussions. 

Fuad Hamza is alert, intelligent, well informed on matters pertaining to his 
work and industrious. Speaks English well and Turkish, but is hampered by 
lack of more than elementary French. Equally devoted to his own ambitions and 
to the cause of Arab nationalism, serving Tho Sa’bd ae ite exponent, though 
inclined sometimes to despair of the system of which he has made himself part 
Keeps in touch with other Nationalists in Palestine, and probably Syria, Is tised 
by the King as his instrument for foreign affairs, and 
his position, but probably does not enjoy Thn Sa’dd’s full confidence, so that his 
power varies, Very hostile to Abdallah Suleymin and’ took part. in. the 
unsuccessful drive against him in 1931. Ts a very poor Moslem, and conforms 
to Wahabism no more than he is obliged to. Would like to see Sa'éidi Arabi 
fa name of which he was one of the authors, develop on modern, more or lest 
constitutional lines. Likes drafting laws. Would go to great lengths for tho 
eauses he has at heart, bat is seldom, if ever, dishonest in diplomacy, Rather 
bumptions and sometimes diicult to deal with, but responds to personal handling 
Has been spoken of as anti-British, and as pro-Soviet probably wrongly. His 
attitude towards foreign Powers is determined by Arab nationalixm, and if, ax 
there ix some ground to believe, he accepted a large bribe from the Ttalians at 
the time of the Ethiopian war, it does not follow that this affected hin advice 
to Tha Sa'td Powensen splendid villa in the best part of Beirut which could 
nhot have been built out of legitimate savings, even supplemented by a sum of 
£3,000 which Ibn Saud is said to have contributed to this object. 

Tn 1930 was appointed first Sa'idi Minister to Paris, Removed to Vichy 
after collapse of France in 1940. Withdrawn from there and appointed first 
Sw'idi Ministor in Angora where he proceeded in April 1943. Tt is clear that 
the King does not want him to return to Sa’tidi Arabia, and the great power he 
‘once wielded has passed entirely into the hands of his rival Yusuf Yasin, 


2, Hafis (Hafdh) Wahbo. 

Sa‘iidi Minister in London, An Egyptian born probably between 1886 and 
1890, Educated at Al-Azhar. Mixed up in Nationalist and pan-Islamic polities 
in early manhood and was closely associated with "Abdul-’Aniz  Shawish. 
Definitely anti-British at time of Great War and said to have been deported from 
India, Said to have been in Bahrein at one time. Started a school at Kuwait 
and thence in Ibn Sa'td’s service. Became tutor to the Amir 
Faysal and accompanied the prince to London in 1919. Was one of 
Tin Sa’fd’s delegates at the abortive Kuwait Conference in 1923-24 
In supreme charge of the civil side of the Administration at Mecca 
in 1925, with a viceregal title, and did well, Read the King's inaugural address 
at the Moslem Congress in Mecca in June 1926, Much employed on missions and 
hegotiations during the ensuing years. Inter alia took part in negotiations with 
Sir G. Clayton in 1925, 1927 and 1028 and expounded Tin Sal's views and 
fears tegarding Italian policy in the ik activity and Hashimite 
sovereignty in neighbouring countries to the Residency at Cairo early in 1928, 
During all this period waged a ding-dong struggle against the Syrian influences 
around the King, and had ups and downs. Was occulted towards the end of 1926, 
but returned to’ favour soon after and became Assistant Viceroy beside the 
Amir Faysal. ‘Thought to have indigposed the Amir by his masterfulness as a 
tutor and his disregard as Assistant Viceroy for the Amir’s position. Relegated 
in July 1928 to the post of Director-General of Education. Went to London in 
1929 to represent Ton Sa’éd at-the International Postal Congress. While there 
‘was selected for the post of Minister in London, but did not take up the post for 
over a year, during which interval he went on a sort of undefined mission to 
Kuwait and was also employed much about the King’s person, though he appeared 
‘on the whole to have lost ground to the Syrians. He and Faud Hamza are deadly 
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enemies, Has during his tenure of the Legation in London represented his country 
‘on international ccvasions, at Geneva and elsewhere. Was designated in 1931 
to be Minister at The Hague, but the arrangements have never materialised for 
reasons of economy. Represented Sa’iidi Arabia at the opening of the Tokyo 
mosque in 1938, 

‘Hafiz Wahba has sown his political wild oats. His anti-British sentiments 
are supposed to have undergone a change in or before 1928, when he was reported 
as being accustomed to say that, as regards Egypt, he would always be against 
Great Britain, but, as a servant of Ibu Sa’fd, believed the King’s interest to lie 
in friendly relations with His Majesty's Government, He has certainly shown 
himself well-dixposed in London, and bias on occasion been distinetly helptul. He 
is a good propagandist for Ibn Sa’fid on the Jecture platform and in society. 
Neither taciturn nor talkative, he appeals by his sense of humour and looks any- 
thing but a Wahhibi (except that he abstains from alcobol and tobacto) at 
Hyde Park Hotel or the Savoy. Likes the theatre too, and alleged to have a 
passion for night clubs to which he gave full rein in New York in 1995. Speaks 
nioderate English, but is not fluent, “A useful servant to the King, whose respect 
he commands, but not probably his entire confidence, He was on leave in 
Sw’tdi Arabia early in 1940 and returned via Koweit, where he settled with the 

I Agent the temporary form of the Sa’ddi-Koweit Agreements. which 
were then brought into force pending the drawing up and signing of the final 
texts, Has not visited Sa’Gdi Arabia since then, 


26, Hamad Suleyman, 
Under-Secretary of State for Finance, brother of “Abdullah Suleymin, 9.0, 
and has worked under him. Once a petty trader in Babrein and fled the country 
to evade paymont of debts. Acted for his brother as Director-General of Finance 
during his relegation to Hasa towards the end of 1931. Was appointed Wakit 
or Under-Seoretary when Abdullah was made Wazir or full Minister in August 
1932. Has been empl ‘missions in “Aste, notably in November 1932, w 
he was sent with Khili Jarqani to investigate the differences between the 
Tdrisi and Th Sa'td’s Governor, ‘They were too late to reach the spot before the 
Idrisi went into open revolt, Went with a Sa'ddi mission to the Yemen in 
1933, and was reported to have been detained by the Imam. at San'a on the situa 
th Sa’ddi Arabia deteriorating. Ret 
hontilitios in 1994. Tn. 1935 was.a member of a Sa°ddi deleg. 
to Kuwait, to discuss 
tate. Whilst at Babrein 
joa! Agent reported, for an 
old debt, Fell into disgrace with in the spring of 1936 (as he had 
done at least. once previously) bat was apparently begged of by his brother 
‘Abdullah. Of even meaner appearance than his Irother, © poor taker and no. 
apparently, very intelligent. le sclose to His Majesty's Mfiniter at Taif 
1042 that his favourite outdoor sport was throwing stones. His eldest son 
Suleymin-al-Hamad, born about 1917, takes some part in public affairs: he was 
for a time director of the agricultural project at Al-Khar), and early in 1943 he 
‘went to Egypt to buy machinery and spare parts for the Minister of Finance. 


27. Hamdi Bey. 

Formerly Director-General of Military Organisation. Born about 1892 to 
1896, Believed to be an ‘Iraqi Kurd and to have risen to non-commissioned rank 
in the Turkish army. Was a colonel in the army of King Huseyn, but passed to 
tho service of Ibn Sa’dd and was officer commanding troops at Yanbu" before 
102, Became Ofer Commanding in Jaddn in that year. Appointed Director. 
General of Military Organisation in 1991 in. succession to Faudhi Bey Kawokji 
Presents nll the appearance of a man who might be good in a rough and tumble; 
none of having the education o create anything serious out of the 
embryo regular army, as Faudhi Bey might have done had he not lost favour. 
Hamdi seems to be a man of indifferent character, with a gift for intrigue, which 
he displayed in connexion with the vicissitudes of the British Staff of the Hejaz 
Air Force in 1931-82. Acts on occasion as A-D.C, to the King, attending him on 

visits to Jedda and being sent to meet sloops, &e. Now insignificant, baving 
‘ceased to hold any important military position and to be confined to duties as 
A.D.C. to the Amir Faysal. Stated in 1999 that he bad resigned and wanted to 
return to Iraq, but, was not allowed by Ibn Saud to leave the country. Boon 
companion of the Amir Faysal’s Albanian step-father-in-law, Thrabim Adham. 
In spite of a gorgeous uniform wives an impression of seediness and has been 
known to touch a member of the legation for a loan of two riyals. 
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28. Seyid Hamza al Ghauth al Madani 

‘At one time consul-general designate for Java. Became first Sandi Minister 
to Bagdad 1938. A Hejazi of Medina, born perhaps 1895. Said to 
have been, educated in Turkish schools and to have frequented Turkish 
society. Sided with Turks at time of Arab revolt, and edited an anti: 
Huseyn paper at Medina in. their interest. Continued to be anti-Huseyn 
after the success of the revolt and fled. Said to have been sentenced to death by 
default during his absence. Seems, nevertheless, to have been given an important 
post at Damascus, which be continued to hold under King Faisal's régime there, 
even after King Huseyn had Iaunched against. him an accusation, probably 
tramped up, of having stolen valuables from the Prophet's Tomb. Was in 
Ibn Sa'dd’s service by end of 1923 and was one of his delegates at the abortive 
Kawait Conference of 1923-24, an appointment which led to a revival by the 
"Iraqi delegates of the robbery charge. Became Assistant Governor of Medina 
after its occupation by Sa’dii forces in 1925. Was later employed in the Palace. 
Selected in 1981 for the proposed consulate-general at Batavia. to the crention of 
which the Netherlands Government agreed, but which hna sever been opened, 
robably owing to financial difficulties. Filled in time as a member of Lhe 
Legislative Council, whence he was transferred to the Amir Sx'dd's Diwin in 
September 1932 Came in King’s train to Mecca in March 1983. Much of a 
palace man evidently. Fell into disfavonr during his visit to Medina in 1941, but 
‘was later pardoned and reinstated in the Kitig’s entourage, and is now frequently 
Present at meetings of the " cabinet.” 


20. Hithlayn Family. 

People of importance in the ’Ajmin tribe. much concerned in the Nojd revolt 
‘of 1929. Tts principal member, Dhaydin ibm Hith) herously 
April of that year. The following other me deserve 
‘mention :— 

(1) Naif idm Hithtayn (nicknamed Abi "1 Kilib)—Succeeded Dhaydin apd 
earried on the revolt, but surrendered in January 1980 to the British authorities 
in Kuwait, and was'in due course handed over to Tbn Sa'dd, Hos since beon a 
State prisoner at Riyadh, closely confined. 

(2) Hazim itm Hithiayn also took an active part in the revolt, and was one 
of two leaders who in July 1920 visited Kuwait in the hope of enlisting support 
Was fighting together with Naif in October. Eventual fate unknown, 

(8) Khatid ibn Muhammad ibn Hithlayn, described ax a_"" debonair. and 
handsome young warrior.” Was one of the Mutayr and "Ajmin Shoykhs living. in 
"Iraq under King Faisal's protection. Visited Kuwait in 1982 at the timo of the 
In Rifida affair, apparently to size up the chances of now anti-Sa'ddi action, 
Made his peace with fbn Sa‘fd and returned to Sa'fdi Arabia towards the ond 
of 1994.” Appointed Amir al Bidis or Governor of the Ajman desert, with head- 
quarters at "Aweyma (80 miles W.N.W. of Al Qatif) in 1936. 


30. Huseyn al “Aseayni (or Aouad 

‘A young Syrian merchant established in Jedda. An enterprising fellow, who 
derives some importance from being a friend of Fuad Hamza and Yusuf Yasin 

having connexions in Manctiester; notably with another Syrian, "Abdul- 
Ghini Yalibi, the naturalised British head of a small company there. This 
‘Association was close early in 1982, when Ydlibi visited Jedda in order to work 
‘up business and with great ideas of getting concessions of all sorts, They claimed 
to have important, support in Lancashire, and specifically that of the Calico 
Printers’ Awociation (Limited) It was understood in 1982 that "Awayni was 
leaving Jedda for good, but he still returns occasionally. Now lives principally 
at Haifa. In February or March 1933 he went to Riyidh on bebalf of certain 
merchants to try and dissuade the King from proceeding with the concession to 
the ex-Khedive's group for the creation of a National Bank. A man likely to 
have ups and downs of fortune, in dealing with whom commercially great care 
should be used. Appears to be closely, associated in busitiess with 
Najib Salba (zr.). Has spent the last year or so in Beirut, where he is said 
to act as Ibn Sa'hd’s semi official purchasing agent 
31. M. Huseyn Nasif. peter 

‘A well-known Hejazi of Jedda of Egyptian origin, Born about 1882 
Inherited much property from his father, "Omar Nasif, who was a notable 
personage in Turkish times, as well as the agency in Jedds of the Sherifs of the 
"Abadilah branch. Occupies the largest house in Jedda and was once very 


prosperous, but is now probably less so. Was said in 1917 to have lost favour 
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with King Huseyn, who had previously been accustomed to stay with him when 
in Jedda, Was said also to be desirous of British naturalisation at that time. 
Described as having been a Wahhibi by conviction, even before the Sa'ddi 
invasion, Deported to “Aqaba during King ‘Ali's short reign. Figured as a 
Hejazi delegate at the Moslem Congress in Mecca in June 1928. Was given 
the privilege of putting Tbn Sa'td up during the years following the fall of 
Jedda, but has not done so since the King acquired the "* Green Palace." Has 
not held office, as was expected, under the Sa'tdi régime, perhaps owing to doubt 
4s to his trustworthiness. Rather dark horse nowadays and may both dislike 
and be disliked by the régime, bat keeps quiet. Said to he a good Arabic scholar 
‘and possesses what passes in Jedda for a remarkable library. An aldermanic 
figure. His eldest son, Husain Nasif, has written a book on the history of the 

fejaz. A cousin, M. Salih Nasif, was the figurehead president of the Palestine 
Defence Committee in Mecca in 1937-38, 


92. Ibrahim al Mu'ammar. 
Qnimmagam of Jedda 1987. Identical with the Ibrahim al Junaifi mentioned 

in The Heart of Arabia and, according to the author, Mr. Philby, has a ve 
doubtful claim to the historic tame of Muammar, which he subsequently assumed. 
In early life travelled much in India, Persia, Egypt and elsewhere in the East, as 
trader and probably also as journalist and propagandist. About 1926 became 
head of Ibn Sa’éd's diwan; transferred to that of the Amir Sa'tid in 1992. In 
1933 was appointed Chargé d’Affaires at Bagdad. alleged undiplomatic 
activities were the subject of complaint on several occasions. and in 1937 
necessitated his removal. An active, able man, interested in world affairs and 
‘a great sense of hamour. Has improved Jedda considerably, is useful in 
nage matters, and is helpful to foreigners within the limits of his powers. 
tone time was the principal channel of communication between the legation 
and the Ministry for Foreign Affairs, but is not now trusted by the King or the 

yyaal in confidential matters, 
dest son, Abdullah, born about 1920, formerly served under Yusuf Yasin 
litical Bureau at Riyadh and has now (May 1943) been appointed 
feat secretary at the Sa'Gdi Legation in Bagdad. “Another son, “Abdul ‘Asis, 
born about 1923, is a student at the American University of Beirut. 


38. Muhammad ‘1d Rawwd) 
Formerly Sa’tdi consul in Damascus. Born about 1808. One of a Sherari 
family which migrated from Jauf to Damascus in 1910. Family not highly con- 
dered in Damascus, but 'Td’s father maintained close connexion with Ibn Sa'dd 
and was helpful to him in negotiations with the Turks. He, the father, made a 
fortune in camel-dealing and left wealth to his two sons. According to his own 
account, Muhammad made a large sum of money during the Great War by buying 
up English banknotes in Damascus at a discount of 20 per cent. to 40 per cent. 
stealing away to Bagdad as soon as it fell i hands, and cashing the 
notes at par. Appointed to his Damascus post in 1920 in succession to his brother 
Yasin. Had then only had primary education, but was stated last year to be busily 
improving on it, Was considered by His Majesty's present consul in Damascus 
rater seep though Peasant aod sel. Wall informed on focal currents of 
thonght and pushes in Syrian nationalist circles, without apparently carryi 
much weight, the idea of an Arab Empire with Tbn Sa'hd asa suitable rulee 
for it. The brother Yasin Rawwaf, whom be succeeded, is said to have become 
Governor of Medina in 1929-80, "He was appointed second assistant to the 
Viceroy of the Hejaz in September 1930, but has faded out of Sa'Gdi official 
life and now lives at Damascus. Muhammad "Td Rawwaf was superseded as 
consul at Damascus by Ri Pasha (7.¢.) in May 1983 and appointed an 
Assistant Under-Secretary of State for Foreign Aflairs. In 1995 was appointed 
Acting Governor (Qaimmagam; not Amit) of Jel, but in 107 exchanged poate 
with Ibrahim ibn Muammar. Ceased to be Chargé d’Afaires at Bagdad in 1938, 
when a Saudi Minister was appointed, and was made a member of the Council of 
Ministers, 


4. Idrisi Family. 

Founded by Ahmed al Idrisi, a native of Fez, who became a notable religions 
teacher at Mecca and created a Tariqa, or school of religious doctrine, Moved 
on to Sabya, in "Asir, where he acquired land and died in the odour of sanctity 
about 1897 and where his tomb is still venerated. The Idrisis supplanted the 
Sherifian family. which had ruled at Abd "Arish in the time of his son Muhammad 
and Muhammad’s son ’Ali. The branch of the family most identified with 
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“Asir is descended from these two, as appears from the following table, which is 
Rot necessarily complete or accurate as regards order of birth :— 


Albwed, the fuer 


(1) Muhamed, Sed 1923, 


eva (4):Aboule |G) AbuLe *Atsare Maan 
Wahab asin did 1588 alta or Aled 


‘The numbered members of this branch deserve further notice. 


(1) This Mubammad was a notable man in his day, Born in 1876, Studied 
in Egypt and at Kufra, Organised opposition to the Turks in "Asir in and 
after 1904. Made treaties with His Majesty's Government through the Resident 
fat Aden in 1915 and 1917. Came to terms with Thu Sa’dd in 1920, when he 
ceded to him any rights he might have in the country about ‘Abhi, 

(2) Displaced (8) in 1926, after complicated events. Accepted in that year 
the suzerainty of Ibn Sa’éd by a treaty signed at Mecca. Accepted in October 
1981 the practical annexation of "Asir by Tn Sa’dd, retaining a simulactum only 
Of quasi-sovereign rights. Joined in the rebellion against Thn Sa’dd in November 
1982, and on its collapse in due course took refuge in Yemen, After strenuous 
efforts to obtain his surrender, Thn Sa'fid agreed recently that he should remain 
in the Yemen under the Imim's supervision, and accorded him a pension, 
Appears to be man of yeak character; very amenable to influence, Was 
described some years ago as "* monkish."* 

(3) Succeeded his Tather in 1028, Was upheld by the Masiriha. and other 
tribes tn 1024 against an altempt to displace him by his cousin Mustafa, No, (0, 
rho established himself temporarily at Hod, then an Tdrisi possession. Al, 
in turn, lost Hodeyda to the Imémn in 1925, and was displa in 1926. 
Returned to Mecca in August 1926, and seems to have lived mostly there until 
he was suddenly arrested and deported to Riyadh in the summer of 1932, under 
suspicion, apparently, of intending a coup in 'Astr. Recently attempted to 
exape. Was Foe. bt aid not dig ag was rumoured, om 

(4) and (5), who died on tl pril, 1935, were ive in organising 
and GpSoctlny the "Aut revolt of ‘Novemnber-Devember 1982 

‘The original Ahmed has a numerous posterity through another son, variously 
called "Abdul-Al or "Abdul-Motal, His descendants have been principally 
‘associated with Dongola, where his tomb is a place of pilgrimage, and with Ezypt. 
‘The following table shows only those of the branch who have come to notice in 
connexion with Arabia in recent years -— 


Aled, the founler 


"Atdel-AL 


a) 
Motauanad Sherif (6) Mostata Ce aM. AlAMbi 


(9) Ming ata 


Later played a role 
1930, 
in October 1930 to 


for Massawa after it collapsed, 
(s) Has been politically active for many years, Works normally, itis 
in tho Tealian itlvest, bu played an apparently proSa'tdi rele ti 1 
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the time of and after the establishment of Ibn Sa'ad’s suzerainty over ‘Asir 
Visited Mecca at least three times from September 1926 to September 1927 
Was thought perhaps to aspire himself to the post of ruler of “Asir. Visited 
His Majesty's agent and consul in Jedda on the 15th September, 

Mr. Stonchewer Bird described him at that time as being the Ki 

adviser in regard to ‘Asi and Yemen. He found him a man of intelligence and 
broad views—pro-Sa'ddi, but not pro-Wabhabi. Accused by the Sa’ddi 
Goverament in 1982 of again serving Italian interests, and of beitg concerned 
in the political plot behind the 'Asir revolt. 

(9) Much concerned in the "Asir revolt of November-December 1932. Was 
at Jizin at the crucial time, and attempted by a letter and a visit to Kamaran to 
et His Majesty's Government to recognise what he represented as the restoration 
of Idrisi rule. Withdrew early in 1993 to Massawa, with his relative M. Al- 

‘Arabi No. 

All members of the family have the title of Seyyid. ‘There is a close 
connexion between the family and the Sendsis, whose founder was a disciple of 
the original Ahmed al Fitual relationship has been reinforced by 
intermarriage at various times. ‘The Idrisis haye also a connexion with the 
Mirghini family, whose head resides in the Sudan, and is chief of yet another 
Tariqa, once powerful and still important. i 


35, KAdlid Al Qaryani (ating Al Had, alias Abu't Wotid), 
A Tripolitan, who is said to have served under the Sensi, fought the Italians 
and tetted into exile in Egypt, where he has a daughier married to Abdar- 
Rabmin “Azz Bey, formerly a dosert fighter in the Sendsi cause, now Egyptian 
Minister to Teaq and Sadi Arabia, Al Qurqani was brought to Tha Sods 
notice, it is said, by Sheykh Hifiz Wahba, and came to the Hejaz in 1930. Was 
appointed in September 1930 First Assistant to the Viceroy, but apparently 
won vacated the post and went into business with the German merchant, after- 
wards honorary consul, de Hpas. Wax re-employed by the Goverament 
to accompany ihe in enginecr Twitchell on his tours of survey for water 
‘and minerals. Was sent with Hamad Suleyman (g.2,) to "Asir in November 1932 
to investigate the dispute between the Idrisi and Ton Sa'dd's Governor This 
misiion could not be accomplished by the two delegates, who, in the following 
year, with Turki al Madbi, formed an equally unstcoesful delegation to. Sana 
foro the outhreak of the’ Sa’tidi-Yemen war. Was a Sa'idi delegate to the 
Bahrein Transit Dues and Koweit Mockade Conferences of 1985. 
Sad representative at the negotiations over the Red Sew oil conces 
Petroleum Concoxsions (Limited) (added in 1939). Acted as buyer for certain 
Gorman goods for the Saudi Government. Tn 1995 was found to be on the staf! of 
Amit Sa’tid, but later in the year officially appointed to that of Ibn Sa'fd. Said to 
have a large salary. Scoms to be a trusted adviser, and said to be honest in 
negotiation, hough not necessarily scrupalns in financial matters Accompanied 
Dr, Mahmud Hammuda to London and Paris in 1939 in connexion with the 
ropowed amendment of the Sanitary Convention, Visited Germany in 1830 
fore the outhreak of war on a mission to purchase arms for Sa'idi Arabia, 
Had an interview with Hitler, but was otherwise unsuccessful. Has x alight 
impediment in hie ypecch, Speaks French and perhaps Tlian,” Claims to have 
travelled a good deal in including Russia, and is regarded by Tho Sa'tid 
‘asan expert on Europea ‘An interesting talker but ean be waspish. Said 
by some people to be anti-British but is probably only rather sourly. pro-Arab, 
Ts now in poor health (1943), 


86, Muhammad ibn *Abidul “Aziz ibn Médhi 
‘A Nejdi, formerly Governor of Jizan. Transferred ahout 1940 to be Governor 
of Al Khobar. which post he now holds. A friend of the Qaimmagam of Jedda, 
but without the latter's knowledge of the world outside Arabia. Speaks nothing 
but Arabic and that with a strong Nejdi accent. Comes much into contact with 
the Americans of the California Arabian Standard Oil Company at Dhahran 
and yeas lavish in his hospitality to His Majesty's Minister when be visi 
Dhahran in March 1942. Earned the gratitude of the Royal Afr Forse for hi 


help when one of their aircraft forvelanded on Tarit Island in January 1042 A 
younger brother is Governor of the town of AL-Qatif, and another brother, “Abdul 
‘Aziz ibn MAdbi, is Governor of Dhiba. 


87, Mehdi Be 
Director-Coneral of Police, with headquarters in Mecca, for several 
but in 1998 was made Director-General of Public Security, though no change it 
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his functions was announced or observed. An “Iraqi, who has, however, lived little 
in “Iraq. Said to bave been a regimental clerk in the Turkish army, in which a 
brother of his is still an officer. Was employed also in King Huseyn’s army. 
He appears to be arbitrary aud ruthless and to wield considerable authority. 
man of organising ability, and the Mecca orphanage, wh 

has been declared by a competent Indian withess to be the best-organised concern 
in Sa'ddi Arabia. Tn 1998, when he had extended the system of regular police to 
Hasa, he was given by Tha Sa'ld the title of al Mustih (The Reformer), 


38 “Abdur-Rahmdn ibn Mublcak, 
Governor of Wejh. Little known to the Legation, but worth mentioning 
fecanse of the importance of his post in relation to Egypt and Transjordan, an 
because he was one of the leaders of the forces, with advanced hase at Dhabe, 
‘employed against Ibn Rifada in 1992. Is possibly a tribal personage rather than 
administrative Governor, and may be of the family of Huseyn ibn Mubirak 
‘of the Harb tribe, who was a power at Rabigh at the time of the Arab revolt. 


39, Muhammad at-Taveil. 
‘A native of Jedda of Egyptian origin. Got a small post in the customs in 
‘Turkish tismes and rose to be Director of Customs in Jedda under King Huseyn, 
Played a leading part in the movement of the Hojazi notables to compel Huseyn's 
abdication and the accession of King. "Ali in October 1924, Remained in theory 
Director of Customs only, but wielded great influence under "All, and was 
described as being " practically dictator "in November 1925, after his triumph 
inva dispute with Ahmed Saqqaf, the Prime Minister, who decided to leave, 
Promised at that time to devote to the cause of the Hejaz every penny of 
“certain economies" which he had effected while Director of Customs. Left the 
Hejaz on the fall of Jedda, but returned in’ 1997 of early in 1928 and started a 
taotor transport business, Was said in 1928 to have been president of the 
Hizb al-Abrar al Hijazi, but made his peace with Ibn Sad after an absence at 
Riyadh, which was described in Februtry 1928 as a deportation, Was slow to 
receive official employment, and was perbaps considered unsuitable for such 
employment in the Hejaz, but was in September 1930 placed at the bead of a 
‘commission to study and reorganise the financial and economic situation in Hasa, 
Remained for some time in this employment, despite rumours of assassination 
oor flight. Appeared to have tightened up regulations and trodden on Qusaibi 
‘corns in the process, but not to have made the Hlasa Customs as paying as he hoped 
A capable and well-reputed man, liked by the authorities at Bahrein, but he fell 
1 of the California Arabian Standard Oil Company to such an extent that 
Sayyid Hitshim (No, 47) was sent to look after their business with the Government 
in 1935, AL-Tawil was recalled in 1986 and replaced by two separate officials 
(one being No. 47) in his posts as Director of Finance and Director of Customs, 
Ju 1083 appointed (against his will) manager of the Nejd Motor Transport 
Company. 
40. Mustafa Badreddin, 

Director of Customs in Jedda. A North African or of North African 
origin. Born probably aboat 1892. “Was given a small post in the Jedda 
eustom-house some years ago, and later became Director of Customs at, Yanbu’ 
‘Transferred to Jedda in the same capacity in 1990. A man of little ability, but 
‘wus reported not long ago to be disconcertingly honest. If so, he has not seriously 
infected the custon-houseax'a whole with this malady. Popularly mupposed 
hold Axis views” aud certainly conceals very well any affection he may have 
for the British, 


A. Ibrahim an-Neshmi. 

Formerly Amir of Jauf. Said to be a Nejdi: to have been originally a maker 
of native foot-gear: to have been in Medina while the Hashimites still held it; 
and to have escaped to the Sa'idi side, where his knowledge of the situation in 


rent! 

jy Governor of Janf, a post from which the King dismissed him 
about the end of the year, not, it was explained, because the man was bad, but 
because the King desired to eliminate causes of quarrel with His Majesty's 
Government. Reappeared subsequently as Governor of AlUla, but was 
transferred to an unspecified post in or about June 1938. Is now (May 1934) one 
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ef the more important subordinate commanders in the Western Army on the 
‘Saudi-Yemen border. Governor of Turaba in 1934 until September 1935, when 
he was appointed Governor of Najran. 


42, Qattin Family 
(1) Futuf ibn Salim Qattén, said to haye been originally a servant in & 
coffes-shop in Mecca and afterwards of the original Qattan family whose name 
he took. Became a guide for Javanese pilgrims. Rose to be president of the 
Mecca muni ity under the Turks, but was still so uneducated that he was 
said to be unable to toll " the letter Alif from a telegraph pole.’’ Became Minister 
of Public Works under King Huseyn, Was said in 1990 to be full of schemes 
aes with the pilgrimage by A) advancement of his son No. (2) below. 
las also come to notice as one of the agents concerned with 
the Sherifan family. oa te BeOS Se 
_ (2) ‘Abbés Qatédn, an ambitious young man, born about 1901, who was 
himself president ofthe mantipality ix Mca in 1830 and still occupies that post 
He is the right-hand man of Sheykh "Abdullah Suleymin, Minister of Finance, 
and in chief organiser of te hotels recently opened at Mecca, Jedda and Medina 


43. Queaibi Family. 

An. important merchant family in the Persian Gulf. ‘The Legation is 
indebted to the Political Agent in Bahrein for an account of them, which was 
drawn up in June 1031, and of which the following is a summary :— 


‘isquatitied by 


(0) “Abdud-'Aste itm Hasan, simple and wise; the mainstay of the frm; 
reputed pious; respect Sa’ Sa’bdi delegate to 
Blockade Conference at Kuwait in 1935, Rea eeeeen en. ate ieee 

(2) ‘Abdur-Rahmdn ibn Hasan, more enlightened and a wonderful fellow 
for pearl dealing. Possessed of some knowledge of French and English and 
‘ceustomed to go to Paris on pearl business. Secible but conceited, 

(8) “Abdullah ibn Hasan, intelligent and sharp, but of mean and low 
character and meddlesome. Inclined to be boastful and disliked by Thn Sa’dd. 

(4) Hasan ibn Ibrahim, very foolish and gruff and as low a Character as (3). 
Hot bo ery 

(6) Sa’ad itm Ibrahim, permanently resident in Hass. Not personally known 
to Captain Prior. Said to be a good “ mixer,”’ but similar in character to 
(8) and (4), 

‘When the above information was supplied in 1931 the Qusaibis had great 
inftuence owing 1 thie position as agente Gf Ton Sad in Balvern and tae of 
his requirements for Nejd, as well as to their wealth and their hold on many 


44. Rashid Family 
Former rulers of Hail. Little is known of the ts of thix 
‘0 powerful and later 40 fallen, even Gofore ite Baal colapsr that A was 
“accounted infamous, even in such a land of violence as Arabia, for its record 
of domestic murders.”” Tt deserves attention, however, because of the possibility 
of its reappearance on the scene, ¢.7., if the Shammar tribes from which it sprang 
should go ogni Tha Sp hl He i uadersond that, after the fll of HH, the 
nursued a policy tion, not of annihilation, and that 
Frlonging to the Beni Rashid, or coonected with them, passed snto his extoucage 


i 


‘Two iads who are being brought up with his younger children and are included in 
the list of his sons are said to be the children of a Rashid lady, whom Ibn Sa'tid 
married after their birth. Their names are— 


(1) Sultdn and 
(2) Mish'al— 
the latter of which corresponds with that of an infant child of the last ruling 
ibm Rashid, as given in the 1917 volume of Personalities in Arabia. Two other 
persons have come to notice, who are said to be related to the Beni Rashid, viz— 


(8), Mansi ibm ‘Asaf, who is said to have been taken into Ibu Said’s service 
and to have served for a term as Governor of Tebik; and his brother— 

(A) Nasir ibn ’Asaj, who also served Thn Sa'iid, but was reported to have 
deserted into Transjordan in 1931 

‘As the information about this family is so meagre, it is worth noting that 
the following members of it accompanied Thu Sa’id from Riyadh to Jodda in 
March, 1934 :— 


(8) Mubammad iba ‘Talal (a daughter of his was married to Ibn Said 
in 1035), 

(6) Mash’al ibn Mas'Gd ibn "Abdul ‘Aziz. 

(7) Rashid al Mubeysin al Jab. 

(6) Sultan ibn Talal al Jabr. 

(9) Fabad ibn Hamid al Jabr. 

OF these (6) and () may be identical with (1). and @ given above, The Uae 
4a! Qura early in 1039 gave a list of the Beni Rashid who came to the Hej with 
Tho Sa'od if March of that year. This list gave all the naines, except (0), unless 
the name Mashal al Sa'Gd in the 1935 list corresponded with the same person 
Two other names appear in the 1035 list, 

(10) *Abdullah al Mit'i 

(11) "Ubaid al "Abdallah, 

‘At least one Thn Rashid accompanied the King’s son, the Amir Faysal, to the 
Yemen froat in April, 1934 

‘The younger princes are greatly in evidence in Ibn Sa’dd’s entourage, being 
treated generally vory much like his awn younger sons. 

“The only member of the family outside Sa'tidi Arabia, and therefore of some 
importance, is (12) Mubammad ibn ‘Abdul Mubsin ar Rashfd, born about 1910, 
Lites at the Court of the King of Traq (according to a 1985 report), out of whose 
privy purse be is said to receive a pension of aboat £20 a month. Twice stated 
to have set ou, with the cognisance of the late King ‘Ali, to raise the Shammar, 
Cross the frontier and take Hail, but returned on each cocasion with standards 
Hl unfurled, having judged the moment not propitious, SUill keeps in touch 
with the Shammar and maintains bedouin mode of life. Described as ordinarily 
rather dull, brooding young man, and perhaps not very resourceful, but, 
presented with a good enough opportunity, be would quickly be off across the 
Uesert to recapture his ancestral home, 


45. Rifida Family. 

Chiefs of the Billi tribe, with an urban establishment at Wejh. ‘The most 
notable recent member of the family, Sul in Afnin, played a not: inconsiderable 
role during the Great ‘but was kil ina raid in 1916 and left two sons, 
Tbrahim and Abmed. His brother Salim, who had died earlier, left a son, Hamid. 
‘The cousins in this generation were at enmity, Hamid made a bid for the 
Sheykhshi eee death. He oxi ‘one of several eee who 
approact side in Cairo in 1924, complaining both of Kir fuseyn's 
eersny: and bia ioabilig to protect them sgainas the: Wabhibia.. ie came Tote 
greater prominence in 1923, when, having returned from Transjordan and taken 
fo brigandage, he attempted @ coup at Wejb, hoping to dine bis cousin 
Tbrahim, who was Governor there and head of the tribe. After a further period 


of exile he came into till greater prominence in 1992 by invading the Hejas, at 


the head of a rebel band. He and two, it was said, of his sone were killed, but 
there may be survivors of this branch. At the outset of the revolt Tbrahim visited 
the King at the head of a loyal delegation. He is still head of the Billi tribe in 
the Hejaz bat the Gorernor of Wejl ie now Thn Mubirak (wo No. 98): ‘The 
family have attaches with a section of the Billi established in Egypt. 
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46. Rushdi Mathas, 

Was editor of the Umm af Qura, the more important of the two weekly 
newspapers published at Mecca and the unollicial organ of the Saiidi Govern 
tment, Bat no longer occupied post in 199, though Believed to be still counected 
with the newspaper. A Palestinian from Nablus. In 1987 or before was 
appointed Assistant Director of the Political Section of the Royal Diwan. The 
following year had « violent quarrel with his chief, Yusuf Yasin, but retained 
his potion, “In appearance a down-trodden litle man, bat away from his chief 
he is affable and talkative. Well read in Arabic literature and history. 


47. Salih ibn Abu Bakr Shéta. 


-apture 
as one of the Hejazi notables who compelled the abdication of King 
Huseyn in October 1924 and rallied in doe course to Ton Sa'id, Became one of 
two assistants to the Amir Faysal in his Viceroy. Spoken of in 1930 

possible Minister of Education in a Cabinet then rumoured to be in contem: 
plation, but, if the rumour was true. the project was not pursued. When the 
cabinet was eventually organised on its present lines early in 1932 and the Amir 
Faysal was given the Ministry of the Interior, as well as others, Silih Shita 
was made his chief assistant in that Ministry.” In 1936. was a member of the 
Legislative Assembly. Related to No. 65. Referred to in 1M3 as “Second 
Deputy” of the Advisory Council 


48, Sdayri Family, 

Take their namo from the district of Sdayr_ in Nojd. Are related to 
Thn Said through the fact that his mother wax a Sdayri, He has, moreover, 
taken two wives from the family. Five members of the family have come to 
Hotico in recent years, viz 


(1) ‘Abdullah as-Sdayri, Governor of Tebik since about the beginning of 
1991, ‘Transferred early in 1986 to Medina (see No. 

(@ Turk ax Sdagr, Governor of Avi, with headquarters at Atha 

(3) "Abdul “Ais nx Sdayri, Governor of Jauf, with headquarters wt Qariyat 
Because of the proximity of his Governorate to Transjordan and hie frequent 
contacts with the authorities of that country be ix the test known and roost 
important member of the family. 

(M) Muhammad as-Sdayri. younger brother of (3). Governor of Sukaka 

(0) Ahmad ibn Turki ae-Sdayrs, Governor of Al-Qunfida 


49, Shatibi Mev 

Tmportant in Mecea as the Keepership of the Key of the Kaaba is hereditary 
in the family. ‘Tho prerogative is very Incrative because all persons entering the 
Ka’aba are supposed to make a present to the Keeper according to their means 
The family are admittedly dewendants of the Quraysh tribe, but not of the 
Prophet. Tt is claimed that the pedigree is continvous from pre-Islamic times. 
fal tha the right to kep the key also dates from that eatly period. According 
tone story, there was a blot on the escutcheon in the 10th centary, when the tae 
dleacent failed and the succession passed through a lady of the fatsly who married 
‘slave, © "The Inte Keeper’ physical appearance suyested that this might be 
ip, but therein pont of Aout sac of ihe fami, ‘claiming similar 

escent, formerly lived in Tunis, but now resides in Mecca. ‘The present Keepe® 

of the Key ie hs 

(1) Muhammad ash-Sha’ibi, an elderly man, probably the nephew of the late 
Keeper, who died in January 1994 and whom this relative was appointed t0 

(2) Abdullah ash-Sha’tbi, next in succession as Ki re of Ke Ts member 
of the Legislative Assembly and has held numerous other important poste of a1 
honorary nature, Highly respected. 


90. Sheréfian Family. 

Alto called Hashimites by virtue of descent from the ndfather of 
the Prophet, but this name seems to be more particularly a the family 
of King Huseyn. ‘There have been in the past and are in the present oumerons 
families claiming this descent through one or other of the sons of "Ali, the fourth 
Caliph and son-in-law of the Prophet. ‘There are in Arabia itself ‘many 
individuals bearing the title of Sherif, which is held to imply descent from 
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‘Hasan, the elder son of ‘Ali, and whole clans known collectively as Ashrif. The 
‘strains most conspicuous in the Hejaz trace this descent through an intermediate 
‘common ancestor Hasan ibn Abi Numey, who was Grand Sherif of Mecea in the 
latter part of the 16th century. Three groups of his descendants are accounted 
specially important, viz :-— 

The Dhawi Zeyd, 

‘The Abadila, « particular branch of whom are the Dhawi 'Aun, and 

‘The Dhawi Barakat. 


All Grand Sherif of Mecca in the 17th century were drawn from the rival 
Dhawi Zeyd and Dhawi ‘Aun. The Inst Grand Sherif belonging to the former 
was ‘Abdul-Mutallib, who heid the post three times at long intervals. ‘The 
majority belonged to the Dhiwi "Aun, of whom came the late King Huseyn and 
his sons 

‘Although the most important mombers of the Sherifian family now live 
outside Sa'ddi Arabia, their connexion with the Hejaz is s0 close as to justify this 
general notice. The following list, very incomplete, shows those who have come 
1o notice in recent years — 


(A) Dhdwei Zeya. 

(1), ‘AU Haydar—Formerly resided in Constantinople. Worked in with the 
Young Turks and was at one time Minister of Augaf. Appointed Grand Sherif 
to supersede King Huseyn in or about 1917, but was naturally unable to assume 
the post effectively. Sought early in 1926 for British support in obtaining post of 

ent or Governor of Hejaz ander Ibn Sa’d. Moved later that. year to Beirut, 
where he died in 1934. Had several sons, the eldest of whom, Abdul-Majid, is 
married to a Turkish princess (who is not, however, as stated in the Inst Persom- 
alities Report, a daughter of the ex-Caliph Abdul Majid), and showed signs of 
political ambition after the Armistice. One of "Ali Haydar’s wives and the 
mother of two of his younger sons is of British birth. Yet another son studied at 
St, Andrew's and liad the distinction of acting as best man at the marriage of 
‘a Scotch divine at St. Giles's Cathedral, Civilised people, important to keep in 
‘mind, though of no obvious political importance at present 

(@) Ja'afar Haidar, brother of the above. Also lived in Constantinople. If 
alive, may be identical with the elderly Sherif “Ali Ja'far who lived at Labo} in 
1982 and was described as-a descendant of “Abdul-Mutallib, 

(8) Sharaf ‘Adndn Pasha al Ghalib as-Zeyd.—Formerly frequented both 
Constantinople and the Hejaz, Spoken of in 1925 as a possible ruler of the 
Hejaz, if Ibn Sa'dd won the war, Elected president of the Moslem Congress at 
Mecca’ in June 1926, and was later the vehicle of Tim Sa’0d’s refusal to hold 
another owing to attitude of the "Ali brothers. Represented Tbn Sa'td in 1927 

t conference at Jizin to deal with the Red Sea Petroleum Company's concession 
n the Farsan Islands. Described in 1928 an" grizzled and doddering.”” Still 
resides in Meosa, but. apparently a back nomber. 

(4) Sharo/ ‘Ridha, usually called Sherif Sharaf tout court—Appointed 
Acting Minister of Finance under Ibn Sa'dd in January 1920, Resides in Mecca 
and is now a member of the Legislative Council, In 1936 appointed to be a 

nember of the King’s suite Appears now (1949) to spend all his time at Mecca 
od aif. A courteous, digniged man, rather allent-and with something of a 
brooding aif, 

(@) Khilid—A nephew of the “All Ja'far mentioned at (2). Implicated in 
the conspiracy against Ibn Sa’dd in 1992 and was active in and around Aden, 
Perhaps the same as Sherif Khilid Sadiq Adnin. 


(0) Dhawi "Aun 
(6) "Ali itm "Abdullah ate! Grand Sherif. Dismissed by the Turks 
in 1907. Resides in Egypt. Described in June 1982 s an active supporter of the 
Bi I in Hey BE f the Hajaz, Succeeded King Hi 
(AU fm Hasyn —Ese-King of the Hejaz., So i n on 
bin abdication in October 1924. but was compelled to abandon untenable position 
din in December 1923. Resided mostly in Bagdad, where he died on the 
hh February, 1985, 
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from those of his brothers. Born in Constantinople in 1900—formerly Iraqi 
Minister at Ankara. Appointed Traqi Minister at Berlin in September 1935. 
ese, except perhaps (10), have issue. So had King Huseyn's 
Nasir, now desse who left wt tons and four daughters Svs ee 
(10a) "Abdul Hamid AU’Awn. Understoed to be a grandson of (6). Chiefly 
noteworthy as being the principal figure in the Sherifiar plot apahorite Sa'od 
in 1940, “Arrested and sentenced to death, he was pardoned (Amir ‘Abdullah 
of Transjordan interceded for him). After a period of detention at Riyadh he 
was allowed to leave the country with the two younger brothers and some other 
relatives who were also implicated, Now believed to be in Egypt 


(©) Dhdwt Barakat. 

(Il) Sharaf ibn *Abdut-Muhsin—Seoms to have served King Huseyn 
Egypt, but entered the service of Iba Sard and became Amiral-Arbi, oF 
Director of Tribes. Appointed President of the Inspectorate of Government 
Departments in 1930. Recently returned to Mecea from Egypt, but hie present 
oicial status is not known, as the inspectorate is understood to have. been 
abolished 


(D) 4 Egaved of the Abadila stock though not of the Dhdwi "Aun, 

2 ikir ibn Zeyd im Fawwdz—Formerly Governor of Taif, a 
which ‘coms to have been hereditary in his family. President of the Bedoin 
Control Board in Transjordan and intimately associated with the Amir 
‘Abdullah, with whom he has thrown in his lot.” Died at Amman in December 
1894, "Wi a tenacious enemy of Thn Sa'dl anid mach less a play-boy than his 

(13) Haméd ibn Zeyd, brother of the preceding —Probably the same as the 
‘Sharif Hamad’ who joined the plot with No. and = ‘ied of 
Riyidh, dying, its nid; on the roed. 7s) An Wes carried. of to 

(14) Sharaf ibn Rajih, w cousin of (12) and (13).—Said ve 
been Governor of Taif at one time, Now ae ‘at Bey ‘iectifed word 
Jerusalem and Bagdad as being the Sherif Sharaf mentioned by Tahir 
‘ud-Dabbigh in February 1992, in'a letter which fell into the bands of the Sad 
Government, as a ma’ who might te eaited inthe conspiracy agninat. Ton 


(E) Been leas cary to place, but perhaps of the Aba 
(15) "Ali ibn Ahmad ibn Mansir—A yo ber fat bw 
whom were prominent in Ring Haseyn'e ine Sed had great aitaenss i tos 

Harb tribe, This ‘only come to notice as having been one of the 
fon at Mecca and deported to Riyadh at the time of the Ibn Rifidi lair 

(16) "Ali ibn Huseyn al Harithi—One of the Sherifs of Muda’ 
‘Took part in the Arab revol and is remembered an ane of the conquerors of 
Damascus, Desorited by Colonel Lawrence as having been at that time an 
attractive young man, physically splendid and full of courage, resource and 
energy. Seems to havo resettled in the Hejaz, as he was arrested at Mecea and 
deported to Riyadh at the time of the Tha Rifida affair in 1932. 

(17) Muhammad Mohonna—One of the Jedda family, one member of whi 
srs Chief the Conzllig Deparment in. 1917, and vic thet Soret eve 

bottle-nosed bandit,” while his brother, still alive, was said to have acquired 

petty: sores sees easels This Muhammad is only interesting 
Ten hitids ofr. at sent to Riyadh at the time of the 

18) and (19) M. ‘Ali and Muhammad al-Bedeywi (a diminutive of Bedawi) 
Members of a family distantly related to Kiag Honeys and formerly iepertere 
in the Jaheyna tribe and in the coast towns of the Northern Hejaz. Despite the 
fimilaity of name, they would appear to be two distinct though, cloy related, 
persons. Both were mixed up in the Tbn Riffda affair in 1982, M. -Ali became 
‘an object of attention in Transjordan and was more or less arrested in July to the 
displeasure of the ‘Amir. Muhammad seems to have been in trade at Suez and 
Dhaba and was concerned in attempts to get supplies by sea to Ibn Rifada. It 
was probably be who was reported killed in the defeat of the rebels. 
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51. Suwayt Family. E 

Leaders in the Dhifir tribe. Two members of it figured in reports from 
Kuwait about 1936 -— 

(1) Ja'dén, a disgrontled man, hovering between allegiance to King Faysal 
or tv Lba Sa’id and to0 prond to come to terms with either; and 

(2) ‘Ajemi, recognised as chief of the tribe by Ibn Sa'ad. 


52. Abe Tugeyga Famil 

Vornetly chiefs of the Tihima, mainly Hejazi, section of the Huweyta tribe 
with an urban connexion at Dhaba, Rafi'a, their common ancestor, was chief of 
the tribe prior to his death in about 1870. One of his many grandsons, Abed 
ibn Muhammad itm Rafi'a, was chief in 1917, He came to notice in 1924 as one 
fof several Hejazisheykhe who approacbed the Resideney in Cairo with a 
‘complaint of King Huseyn's tyranny and his inability to protect them against the 
Wakhibis He appears to have been Governor of Dhaba in 1927, but in that year 
te family were apparently in serious trouble with the Government, as it is waid 
that Alimed and four others were killed by Ibn Sa’dd,”’ and others fled to Exp 
Numerous members of the family were concerned in the rebel invasion of the Hojaz 
by Ibu Rifada in 1932. Seven of them lost their lives in that adventure aud five 
more were reported by the Su’ddi commander to have been slain after Ibn Riffda's 
defeat. Among: the survivors was, however— 


(8) Muhammad ibm (7) A bdunrahin ibm Ald itn Ra who was regarded 
as co-leader with Ibn Rifdda. He escaped. and after many vicissitudes left 
"Aqaba for Egypt early in October 1992. May bo the person against whom a 
exclusion order was made in Egypt rather later, but whose name is given us 
Muhammad bin Ahmed. 

‘Another probable survivor is— 


m Raf’a, who ratted on Ibn Rifida early in the 
rebellion peace with Ibu Said, 
Although the al ‘cannot be verified at all pointa, it ix inmerted 
view of the obvious tenacity of the family hatred of Tbn Sa'td, and the surviy 
of (1), who seem to have beon an active leader and may crop up again, 


53. Turki ibn Madhi. 

‘Was in 1052 Inspector-Geueral of 'Asir and was associated with Fahiil 
ibn Zu’ayr in efforts to make Thn Sa'td realise the gravity of the situation 
preceding the open revolt of the Kdrist at the end of October, “Identical with te 
are mis-named at the time ‘Abdul a Tarkt ibn Mahdi, who, with Abdul. 
W 


ahh Abu Malha and tw: chiefs tribes, was sent on a mission to the 


Imi Yahya in June 1927. Took part in further negotiations with the Tid 
carly in 1888. Wonld therefore appear ta ‘be one of Tha Sa°d’s experts in "Asir 


and Yemen affairs. Accompanied Khalid al Qarqani and Hamad Suleyman on 
their fruitless mission to San'a in 1988, before the outbreak of the Sa’ddi 
Yeaen war. 


3. Yabyo om: Nave 

Principal quarantine dootor at Jedda. A Syrian, like most doctors, now 
employed by the Sa'tidi Government. Born probably boot 1897. Studied in 
Constantinople and Beirut. Previously quarantine doctor at Yanbu’ Pleasant 
and well regarded by the Legation. ‘Speaks Turkish and French. Was Sa‘) 
Gelegate to the meeting of the International Health Office, Paris, in October 1934 
Appointed early in 1943 to be Director-General of Public Health in succession 
to Mabmid Hamdi Hamada (No. 62 in 1939 report). 

55. Yuu Yasin, Shaikh. 

Probably born about 1898, A Syrian from Latakia, said by his enemies to be 
of Yezidi origin. Was at school in Jorusalom in 1917. Joined King Fuisal at 
*A cuba and went with him to Damascus Left on the approach of the French 
joined King Huseyn in Mecca. Attached by him to the Amir "Abdullah at 
‘riean. with whom be remained six months. Formed so low an opinion of the 
‘mir that, according to his own account, he broke with Huseyn in consequence. 
fined Ibn Sa'dd in due enue. eto Mecen in| 1024-25 and atarted the 
Umm-al-Qura newspaper. Fi as a Nejdi delegate at the Congress 
‘of June 1926. Remained editor of the U'mm-al-Qura for some years, but was also 
effaal Directs of Publicity. “Took port in negotiations with Sir G. Clayton in 
1925, 1927 and 1928. Acted as Minister for Foreign Affairs in absence of 


(20155) . 




































































Dr. "Abdullah Damliji in 1926 and 1927. Reported in 1928 to have wor 
utdermine influence bol of DanilGji, who reaigned that year. and of Hate 
Wahba (g-e.). Employed in rarious negotiations aud again acted at the Ministry 
ry nan, Ars for Fuad Hamza early i 1081, and for the "Avair Faysal 
and Fuad as well in 1992, but hs for some years beet principally important as a 
ersnal sertary to the King, who mae im ead of the political ston of his 
iwitn in 1990, and whom he always accompanies. Was intermittently in char 
of the Ministry for Foreign Affairs, during the absences of Fuad Hamza, in 1934, 
Trani 2886. Went to Bagdad at the end of 1835 to meotiate the Sa idi-"Traq 
‘Treaty of Brotherhood and Alliance. Was notorious for his obstructivenesd 
‘turing the Clayton negotiations, and is naturally obstinate and bair-splitting in 
dlscussion, bat, can on occasion be amiable and even conciliatory, . Takes his cue, 
wien fi the King hime, to whom he appears to he genuinely devoted, and 
his near advisers excep! 


Has the 
is very hard 
his Braise for 
sufficiently sure of his use- 
ig and the real power of his position to allow himself to be the 
butt of the ind of those who aim their wit the same way as the King. and 
‘often deliberately plays the clown when he judges the King to be in the iaood, 
Hie gluttony and monogamy are standing’ palace jokes. He is very. jenlous of 
Abdullah al Suleyman and of the latter's powerfol nasistant, Najib Salha. Since 
1841 has lived: almost. contismously in the Hejaz, spending’ most of his time tm 
As the principal channel of communication between the King and the 
yt, has At practice exercised tho funetions of Foreign Minister, the 
val being little more than a figure-head. He was the negotiate for 
i Arabia of the Sn'ddi-Koweit Agreements which he nigned at Tesla on 
nh April, 1042, He still exercises cautrol ‘over the Emm-ul-Quen, neat 
drafts official communiqués for publication in it He hae much ine 
Mock of English which he acquired during a short stay in Surbi 
accompanied the Amit Sada to England for the coronation of King Ceoree Vi 
‘Spenks Arabic with perhaps greater rapidity than any other man in Atabee aed 
{maine something of bis native North Lebanon accent, Went on a vieit to 
Lattagia, where he and his two brothers own farm property, in May 104s 


56, Muhammad Surdr aeSabbdn, 
Administrator of the 

family (mothor stated to have been 

in their hide and skin business, whi 

latterly bankrupt, "Was 3 

sald (6 have tried to assassins 

and to have beon 

about 1929 and was t 

influence got him 9 

nowadays second on! 


97 “Abdul Kerim idm Zeyd. 


(io, 3PMinted Governor of Qaf in 1996. Nephew of *Abdul-Azis ibn Zeyd 


55. “Abullah Khayaier 
Nejdi origin. Born about 1887. Intimate of ‘Abdullah, and 

‘Hainad Suleyman with whom be spent in Bombay i 

of the Ministry of Finance and way be a Coming man T'spokee of as eet 


to Muhammad Surir (No. 56). of as a rival 


59. Asaf ibn Huseyn. 

‘Avpainted Governor of Najrin and the “territories of Yam '’ in 1934, after 
the couclusion of the Treaty of Taif with the Yemen, Had previously. been 
Governor of Rus 


60, Ibrahim Shura 

Egyptian. Born about 1597, Came to the Hejaz in about 1928 as a teacher 
Appointed head of the Education Department at Mecea in 1930, Friendly with 
Sheykh Haz Wabba. Amiable but unimprossive. Has a smattering of Buglish 
In 1936 appointed head of the Sadi Pilgrimage Propaganda Bureau at Mecca 


61, Jamit Dadd al Musaltimi 

inistey for Foreign Affairs Born about 

he knowledge of English. Received his 

present appointment ei No. $2) in January 1086. This was 

le chiefly as a Hejazi encroachment on what has been for some time almost 

a Syrian preserve, and was attributed to the influetice of Amir Feysal, Jamil 

Dalid is brother of « pilgrim goide whose activities have come to the unfavourable 

notice of the Legation. Has been found on many ccvasions obstractive and 
tactless. Is probably neither very intelligent nor energ=tic 


al Qussab, ¥ 
yrian. Born about 1875. Formerly Acting Director of Education in the 
Hojaz under King Huseyn. Later throw in his lot with Thn Sa'td and became 
Sa‘tdi propagandist, Protinent in 1936 daring troubles in Palestine on account 
Of his activities as thn Sa'tid's go-between with the Supreme Arab Committee az 
‘where ho went from Egypt when charged 
Paid an unobtrusiv 


Sn'ad to take part 4 
ng for Uhe post of Syrian rep 


Arabia. 


68, Khairuddin Zarakl 
‘Syrian jourualint 
orm lout 1850. Editor of AL Qibla, Mecen nowspaper, of 
Tater wan Haahimite propagandi 
Ali and Ibn Sa’dd. Later joined the lntter. 
to the Sadi Agency in Cairo in 1085, Now (1943) Secretary of the Saudi 
Legation there 


4. Muhammad Sédtiq ibn *Addullah 

Horn in Hejax about 1888, In 1920 was principal of the Military School 
t Mecca, Was Commandant of the Jedda garrison daring last days of King Ali 
oft for Kgypt in 1027 

An asmocinte of Tahir ad-Dabbigh in anti-Sa’ddi activities abroad. At 
instanceof 84'Adi authorities was require to leave India in 1083. Subsequent} 
travelled in ‘Iraq, Transjordan and Palestine. Returned with Tihir to Si 
‘Arabia under the amnesty of 1935 and in 1936 was made successively Assistant 
Director of Augaf and Director of the Census. Reported to be a man of integrity. 


65, Seyyid Mubammad Shata. 

‘Younger brother of Salih ibn Abu Bakr Shata (No. 85). Born about 1008. 
Holder of an Egyptian degree in religions law. Inspector in the Ministry of 
Education. In 1935 member of an unofficial delegation for the collection of 
Wagf moneys in various Islamic countries and India, which did not, however, 
Jeave this country. In 1936 appointed Inspector of Sharia’ Courts. 


6, Muhsin At Tayyeb, 

Morcecan by origin. Born about 1887. Held police appointinents under 
the Hashimite régime. Under Tb Sa°fd he was similarly employed, Promoted 
at the beginning of 1936 from a post in the Sa’fdi police to be secretary aud 
A.D.C to the Deputy Minister for Defence. 


67. Najib Ibrahim Sélhd. 
A young man of Syrian origin, educated at the American College, Beirut 
Born probably abont 1902. Came in 1927 to the Hejaz 1. Where 
employed for a short time by Gellatly, Hankey and Company (Sudan) (Limited), 
‘After a short but troubled period of service with that firm in Jedda, he entered 
[26135] *. 
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the Ministry of Finance. Speaking English well and of pleasant manners, 
he made himself useful to the Minister of Finance, whose secretary he became. 
In 1936 placed in charge of a newly created department of the Ministry of 
Finance, styled the “* 0 of Public Works,’ established to deal with the growing 
number of foreign concerns holding concessions in Sa'idi Arabia. By 1890 he 
had established himself in the confidence of Abdallah Sulaiman to the detriment 
of Muhammad Surir, was em : 
Was enriching himself almost openly ‘hy ‘Has “now 
become indispensable to the Minister of Fina: specially 
cotnmtissioned by the King to deal with supply nds it dithclt to 
exercise his functions without mach mm Yusuf Yasin. Since the 
“ak of war he has been with the Legation and has 
shown himself intelligent and frank. He works very hard and kns co-operated 
¥. with the Legation in the endeavour to organise the provisi 
of the country, Ix free in his criticism of the ignorance and 
snbers of the Sa‘idi Government and bas mad 
is loyally backed by “Abdullah al § ad is probably the 
fcioot of all the King in said to have enriched himwelf but 
this is searcoly remarkable in certain of payment 
cooly if the official position to help him fhe abstatns from 
tobacco and alcobol he makes no pretence of being a Wabhabi or even a very 
devout Moslem, 


8, Sa'dd ibm "Abdullah sm Jiluwi. 
Appointed Governor of Hiaxa upon the death of his father (No. in the 1984 
Personalities Report) in October 1935. Born about 1900. Made an unfavourable 
‘general improssion on Sir Andrew Ryan, who was received by the now Amir 
at Hofuf with a singular lack of ordinary Arab 
Described ax ropulsive in appearance owing to « super-aquint. Reported. from 
Hahroin to take an even stronger line with the Bedouin than his father did, and 
that much of the fathor’s work in the last four years of his life was, in fact, done 
by the son. Shows nervousness in the presence of foreigners, but this can be 
overcame, “In 19:8 it was reported that his powers were being curtailed by the 
King, and that troops not under his control were to be quartered at Hofat. 


dd ibm Hedhti 

Appointed Governor of Tabik in 1936 in succession to "Abdullah as-Sdayri 
(No, 45 (1) Reported from Transjondan to have made « popular start, partly 
by recruiting his bodyguard locally, a departure which created a favourable 
impression 


70, Tala'at Wafa’ 

Born about 1900 in the Hejaz, In 1934 member of Sa’ddi boundary 
commission for the Yemen-Saddi frontier after the conclusion of the Treaty of 
Tait, Police official of importance, being Dirvotor for the Provinces of Asir and 
Najran, and OC. regular forves in Najedn and Abba in 1930 


TL. Torahim Tasin. 
A Nejdi born and brought up in Asit. Formorly in the Ottoman army. Now 
Comimandant of the sfedda military district and “* Director of the Air Force.”’ 
Served in the Arab army of Sharif Hussein and was associated with Colonel 
fawrence. 
72 Asal at Fagih. 

A young Syrian. Counsellor to the Saudi Legation in Bagdad in 1988. 
Afworwards Chargé d' Affaires and appointed in 1948 to be Minister there. Has 
some knowledge of English. A native of "Aley in the Lebanon 
73. Khalil Hajjan 

Director of Police, Jedda. Formerly in Turkish army. Captured by the 
British during the Great War, but, volunteored to join the Sharifian forces 
oined Ibn Sa'ad after the fall of Jedda in 1925, A heavy drinker 


74. Khuraiji, Shaikh Muhammad al-, 
Brother-in-law to Shaikh Abdullah Sulaiman, to whose influence is attributed 
the fact that he has become the wealthiest man in Medina. 
75. Sa'd il Foisab. 
Governor of Duwadmi, 1933. Born about 1898. Son of a Royal slave. 
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76. Shaikh al Ardh 

Family name of two yoong Syrians, brothers. The elder. Midhat, who is 
doctor of the Royal ladies, accompanied the Crown Prince to England for the 
Silver Jubilee. He came to Riyadh as a penniless refugee and is known to bave 
become rick in a few years, not by doctoring: Stated on very good evidence to 
have brought with him from Syria as maid to his wife an Armenian gir} (entered 
on his passport as his sister) and to have handed over the unwilling girl to 
Ton Se'td as a concubine. Accompanied the Amir Manstir on a visit to Ezypt 
in March 1942. The younger brother, Fakhri, who describes himself as an agri 
cultural expert, was in charge of a small experimental garden at Riyadh in 1039, 
and was also employed that year as Courier to Paris, 


77. Shuikho, Muhammad. " 
‘One of the mumeroos young Syrians! in the Ministry for Fo 

Accompanied the Amir Sad to the United Kingdom in, 15. 

Jubilee Sent to the Yemen in 1887 to xign vara 

Se'adi Government. Asated Yost Yasin in 

Agreements at Seda in 1940-42 

78. Yuswf idm “Abdollah ol Fausrn 

Formerly lived in Bombay, where he acted as unofficial agent for Tha Sa'td 
Appointed Coneal-General at deroralem in February 1041, An intelligent young 
imho with pleasing manners. Speaks English well 
70, Bashir ox-Sa’ddwei : 

‘A Teipolitan, believed to e related to Khalai Q 
fought ageinst the Taliana In 1989 used by Ton Sa’ 8 caesar 
and was present at all bat the most confidential talks between the King and 

enty's Minister at Riyadh. Holds no detnite post ar one of 
npn advisers Tatke Tu i 0 European 
language Was not mach in evidence during His Majesty's Minister's vide to 
Riyadh in Marc 102, 
80, Nénir ibm ‘Abdullah ib “Agi 

Director of Finance at Jedda, A cousin of Thrahim al Suleyman ibm “Agi 
1, Sadeymin Nani 

Director of Coastgnards, A’ Nejdi, like naar. all the rest of the service 
Friendly and helpful 
$2. "Abdul: Asie ibm Fawsdn - 

Manager of the Royal garage at Riykdh, A Kowoiti by origin who claims, 
althongs i ix bot known on what grounds, o be m Deitish subject. Sat 
served with the British Reed Crows tn Iraq during tho war of 1914-18 "A fat ly, 
{alkative mat. Ho likee strong drink and line am inexbrustib fund of bumore 
feminiscences and anecdotes. During tho Yemen war be was in change: undar 
Amir S'6d, of the B's army's techanieed.teansport.Alchough nt. likely 
to became 8 figure of political importance be is worth mentioning’ as, being 
intimate terms witb the King and his advisers and as having ‘proved from sim 
tte that be has prety carat wie of what peso i the Rin 

iis. He is mock in contact with the Amir Mtanait who frequents the garage, 


inting the Sa Odi-Koweit 


Ovituary 
(Died sine the last report—Fuly 1939.) 


1. Seyyid *Abdul Wahhdb, No. 17 in. 1989 report 
2 Mahmild Hamdi Haméida, No. 62 53s 1980 report. 
3. Rusheyd Pasha, No, $2 in 1989 report 
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CHAPTER VII.—GENERAL. 


(E 2149/506/65) No. 44 
Sir B. Spears to Mr. Eden—(Keceieed April 14) 


maine : Beirut, Merch 20, 1943, 
1 e honour to transmit to you herewith a copy of a letter addressed 
to the United States Diplomatic Ayent by Dr. Carloton, the head of the American 
College in Aleppo, on the subject of Zionism as seen in North Syria. This 
document was communicated to me by His Majesty's Consul at Aleppo, to whom 
Dr. Carleton gave a copy 

2. The writer of this letter ix a man of sober judgment, who bas considerable 
‘xporience-of the Levant States, ad his views are therefore dewsving of chess 
at Neither I nor His Majesty's Consul at Aleppo consider that bis 
conclusions are unsound, or that his forccaxt of what is likely to be the result 
of any extension of Zion is unduly pessimistic. Dre Carleton’ letter contains, 
in fact, a faiely balanced statement of this problem, which shoul consider: 
able value to the authorities conerned RE aig aor 

3. Tam sending a copy of this despatch, with onclosure, to the Hig 
Gammiesionr for Pasting, and to the Ministr of State, Caira othe particule 
information of Lord Moyne, who wax prevented ftom seeing Dr. Carleton during 
his recont visit to Aleppo. ayers! on ie, 

T have, ae. 


.. SPEARS 


Enclowure in No. 44. 
Dr. Carleton to Mr. Wadeworth 


Dear Mr. Wadsworth, March 10, 1943. 

IT is several days since I received through Mr, Britt your invitation to 
comment 00 the question of Zionism ax one secs it in North Syria, By the tron 
of Tato it has been w threatened student strike, fomentad by rulnours of land sale 
to Jews in Southern Syria, that hax kept me too busy to reply until now! Now 
that is over and I can pat down on paper the things that I should like to way on 
this point could come into your office to talk it over. You already. realine th 
no letter on 9 controvoraial a point can be so complete as to say all that onght 
to be said, oF 40 well documented sas to avoid the charge of ins nnd dovmaticn, 
Hence, if T make categorie statements which mem doubtful to you, 1 trust you 
Will allow mo to defend them lntar with all the evidence T have at hand. 

Although T have not been in very intimate connexion with the leaders of the 
local Jowiah community. T do have some good friends in that group and T should 
ike to begin by speaking of their point of view. ‘The Aleppo Jews number just 
‘thout 9,000 persons. | Moat of them have bect hore “wince memory began,” bat 
thore is @ considerable Spanish-speaking group that eame here seek 
from Christian persecution in the later Middle Agee. The group has beet irely 
Arabic-speaking and—at least until recently—strongly anti-Zienist. Since abont 
the beginning of the war, however, and particularly since the riot in Bagdad 
in 1941, thore bas been some growth of Zionist feeling am ‘men on 
the thesry that they ** may as well die for a sheop asa Tamh ldings in 
real oatate have been gradually reduced in favour of more liquid assets. in 
anticipation of trouble to come. ‘The form of trouble they anticipate varies from 
4 minimum of having to emigrate to Palestine after the war te a maximum of 
fear of massacre 

The fee 


clear that it is the rey 
that produced the = 
feeling in North Sy 
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been a case of the fear of Zionism feeding the fires of Axis propaganda, and not 
the reverse as the Zionists would have the world believe 


East. That 
9 of British 

and American support for an ext 
fostered by the activities of a Fifth Colum is beside the point, so long as it 
receives such a genuine hearing among the population, Other causes may explain 
it, also. One is the wider circulation of the Palestine Post, with its Zionist point 


of view. Another is the amount of echo t the great propa- 
ca in favour 


been spreading rapidly 
The mere ru 


Even should the situation in Palestine itself be stabilised at once—a» by 
formal and -affcial declaration in. London that the purposes of the Balfour 
Declaration havo. already been fulfilled or that the 1939 White Paper will be 
replace at its expiration hy another at least as xatiafactory to the Arab world 
there must be a long process of adjuatinent. Jows now in Arab lands have become 
minority problem of the first order. Paws for any Arab federation are 
Jeopardined de that Palostine must be 
*quarant infection.” 
Anglo-American 


resentation in 
mentary bodies, &e,, will have to be moxt carefully worked out with reference 
to the Jews now in Arab lands, as for the lesser minorities, 
hould there be under consideration the least extension of Zioniam, rosults 
of the wlmoat seriousness would result, That is true whether the extension. be 
wy the enlargement of the area to which the Balfour Declaration ix 
applicable—or political—by the recognition of even a part of Palestine 
“a dewish State.” At the risk of sounding alarmist, for [have not the space 
here to back up my statements with quotations from scores of hundreds of friends 
North Syria, Tmuat say that any move which even looks like opening the door 
wider to the Jéws will surely produc 
1, Complete repudiation of Allied sent of the Arab world, 
even thogh that means lining up with an Axis that well-informed 
‘Arabs now know to be on the way to defeat 

2. Rebellion against anything Anglo-American, not only in Palestine, but 
‘over the Aral world as a whole. The Arabs ar in a position to put 
‘up 4 much stronger fight than they did in the bloody days of 1988-39, 
(Rotate the British and the Jews, fut that is aside from the point here, 
‘and perhaps only emphasises it) 

3. Imminent danger of massicre for all Jews, whether Zionist or not, in all 

the Near and Middle East 

Re-reading the above paragraph, [am x bit shocked at how bloodthirsty T 
sound. I should have doubted those statements a few years ago. At least T should 
have been ashamed to speak of the Arabs in terms af “rebellion”* and “massacre.” 
Yet realism forces me to speak so now. My years in the Arab world have not 
mace me anti-Semetic, but decidedly anti-Zi Tt is partly because 1 feel for 
the Jews already here—who came here to flee Christian perseoution in man 
cases—that I feel the question must be seen through the eves of the Arab world, 
and not through the eyes of London and New York and Washington. 

‘There is another point that I hope Tan staze clearly, though it is hard to find 
the precise words. If there is to be any enlargement whatever of the Zionist 
policy in the Arab world it will be by the hayonets of British—and possibly 
American—soldiers. We may call that “maintaining order" and blame the 
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Arabs if they try to re’ Jews under ~‘our protection.” But look at 
it from the other side of the picture. Should such a sitoation arise, the Arab 
Will be justified in looking upon us as * imperialist,” trying to take over Palestine 
for the sake of the us of British and American Jews, We will 
become the “bloody foreigners” trying to impose one, will by force. and 

massacring "” Arabs in. the process—Arabs who are loyslly trying to defend 
their“ freedom."* T need not press the point further, but it is well sometimes tf 
We try to ‘see ourselves as others see un” 

Copies of this letier are going to Colonel Summerhayes nnd to Mr. Britt 
who knows that I am writing it. While this is a matter on which oe hesitates 
to he quoted, for itis such a vital matter and one which charzes of prejudice are 
so easily made upon, I am quite willing to have this letter used in any way in vour 
oficial correspondence with Americans and British aathorities ; 

Very sincerely yours, 
ANDREW CARLETON, 





(J 1464/2/16) No 48. 


Sir M. Lampoon to Mr. Edew—(Received Aprit 2, 1943.) 
(No. 242) 
Sir, Cairo, March 5, 1943. 

IN continuation of correspondence ending with my despatch No.l of the 
2nd January last, regarding the establishment of ax office for cultural co-opera 
tion between Exypt and Iraq, 1 have the honour to teaunnit herewith « copy 
& despatch from Hix Majesty's High Comminsioner for Palestine tor His 
Majesty's Minister of Stato “at Coiro, enclosing correspondence with the 
Egyptian Consul-General at Jerusalem of the subject of thin Cultural Bureau 

Fuki explanations detailed in the Egyptian Consul-Ceneral's etter 
regarding the objects of the Bureau for Cultural Co-operation are similar to 
thore which have been given to Tb Saud in the invitation addressed to bitn to 
participate in this bureau (wee Jedda telegram, No, 76, of the 22nd February, 
twyo 

These mover of the Egyptian Government are, of course, part of a 

genieral offort hy Nahas Paaha to inicrense his prestige by’ playing 1 leading part 
in the movements in the Arab world towards co-operation in various fori T 
have reported of thix tendency in despatches on other subjects, 
‘as regards Palestine and Syria (wee my despatch No. 191 of the 

4 With roference to Sir H, MacMichael’s letter to the Rgyptian Consul: 
General, T shall, no doubt, learn, in due course, whether oF not the Palestine 
Government propose to accept the invitation of the Egyptian Government and, 
if so, what form Palestinian representation would take in thix Cultural Bureau 

5. Tam sending copies of this despatch to tho High Commisioner for 
Palestine, His Majesty's Ambassador at Bagdad, and His Majesty's 
d’Adtairen at Jedda 

T have, &e 


(for His Majesty's 
TEREN 


Enclomre 1 in No. 45. 
High Commissioner for Palestine to Minister of State, Cairo, 


Sir, February 19, 1948, 

I have the honour to forward herewith for your information a copy of a 
letter of the Sth February. 1943, which has been ‘addressed to this Government 
by the conmul-general of Egypt, Jerusalem, regarding the establishment of a 
bureau in the Egyptian Ministry of Education for the purpose of regulating 
cultural oporation between Egypt and the neighbouring Arab countries. 

T also enclose a copy of the acknowledgment which T have caused to be sent 
to the Egyptian Consul-General. 

T have, &e. 
HAROLD MacMICHAEL, 
High Commissioner for Palestine. 
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Enclosure 2 in No. 45, 


Royal Consulate-General of Egypt to the High Commissioner for Palestine 


(No. 9/1/1) 


Jerusalem, February 8, 1948. 

BUREAU for Cultural Co-operation, : 

T have the honour to inform you that the Royal Egyptian Government, in 
execution of the policy which it has always adopted in strengthening the ties 
of friendship, goodwill and co-operation between Egypt and the Arab sister 
‘countries, and in discharge of it desire to fortify these rela dictated 

ids of neighbourhood, unity of language and religion, ish 
in the Egyptian Ministry of Taucaion for the purpose of regulating cultural 
co-operation between Fxypt and these countries. It is intended that this bureau 
be attented by representatives of the participant countries, and hold periodical 
meetings during February of each year. for the purpose of exchanging views on 
such matters of cultural nod educstional nature as may be prescribed, provided 
that the following subjects will form the prineipal matters to be studied by the 
urean 

(1) To lay the basis of a treaty on cultural matters between Egypt and stich 

‘countries ax may participate in the burst. 

(2) To convene cultural conferences at which Amb countries would be 

represented. 

(8) To exchange information between soch countries as may participate in 

natters relating to the development of education and 

Ig. Programmes af study, curriculums, text-book 

‘and Inv and regulations showing at the same time the reasons for 
nich developments, 

(4) To discuss the question of exchanging teachers and students and the 

details relating thereto 

(6) To discuss the question of exchanging books, publications and. achool 

‘equipment between the participant countries 
(6) To pave tho way for the holding af educational and cultural conferences 


In communicating to you the participation of Traq in this bureau, it gives 
me pleasure to inform you that the Royal Egyptian Government welcome to thix 
bborenu such sister-Arab States as may winh to join it 

With highest. respect 
MAHMOUD FAWZI. Consul-General. 


Enclosure 3 in No. 45, 


The High Commissioner for Palestine to the Conmul-Grneral of 
Egypt (Jerusilem), 


sir, February 19, 194 
TAM directed by the High Commissioner to thank you very much for letting 
his Excellency have the information contained in your lotter No. 9/1/1 of the 
Sth February, 1943, regarding the establishment of a bureau in the Egyptian 
Ministry of Education for the purpose of regulating calvaral co-operation atweea 
Ht Sod the bghouring Ara emt 
JS MACPHERSON, Chief Seoretary, 
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Co-onlination of British and Amerionn policies in the Middle 
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FURTHER CORRESPONDENCE RESPECTING 
EASTERN AFFAIRS 


PART 54—JULY TO SEPTEMBER 1940. 


(E 4214 /583/25) 
Mr. Wikeley to Mr. Eden (Received 20th July.) 


Fedde, Vt July, 1983, 


Enclosure in No, 1 
Report on Heads of Foreign Missions in Jedda, It July, 1988 


(Passages marked with an asteriak are taken from previous reports) 


‘A, Ballereau, the Vichy Minister, was induced by the Sandi Ar 
Government, after great difficulty, to return to France. He left Jedd 
Toth June and the Viehy Legation bas beet closed. ‘The Turkish Legation in 
in charge of Vichy interests 


Fighting France. 

AM Roger Maigret has return to Jedda as ** Dékigué "of Fighting France 
He was chargé daffaires and later French Minister in sJoddn from 1929 to 1038 
(sce report for 1997), He is being accorded by.the Saudi Arabian Government, 
fs a personal courtesy, all or nearly. all the privileges of the head of a forcigh 
mission, 
It is dificult to see what useful rdle can be played by a representative of 
Fightiog France in this country at present. France, whether Fighting or 
lost any prestige she ever hnd here, and Thu Saud has described the 
French as" just another slice from the same old loaf.” 

M. Maigret professes to be a firm adherent of the Allied cause and it ix 
telieved that he was one of the first in Syria to rally tode Gaulle, “His mentality 
however. is revealed by the fact that he considers that any representative 6 
France in Jedda, even an admittedly incompetent and shifty M, Ballearean with 
his declared hostility to the Allies, is better than none 

‘As far as is known. M. Maigret, bolds no communication with his 
colleague. (Written in January 1943.) 
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il Pasha Ar-Rawi was in Jedda from November 1939 to 1941 as Iraqi 
‘Affaires. After two years at Kabul he has now returned to Jedda as 
inister. He presented his credentials on the 4th March, 1943. 

He served during the war of 1914-15 first in the Turkish forces and then 
with his close friend Nuri Pasha as Said in the Arab forces. Was principal 
military aide-de-camp to King Hussein. 

Jamil Pasha is a very pleasant and friendly colleague, but his health is not 
good. He is married, but his wife does not appear in masculine society. 


lands 

| yan de Meulen has, owing to the internment in Holland of the titular 

iaires, Dr. Dingemans, retitrned to Jedda, where from 1926 to 1931 he 

ul and later chargé d'affaires. He had just been promoted resident in 

h Colonial Service, and is merely seconded for the duration of the war 

authority on the Arabic language and customs and speaks good English 

ench, He is a most loyal supporter of the Allied cause. His wife, who 

in said to have vome Javanese blood, has great charm of manner and is most 

helpful in counteracting her husband's eccasional tendency o pessiminm. Four 
of their children are in Holland. (Written in 1941.) 

M. van der Meulen mado a trip to the Yemen by land in the summer of 1942, 

In his opinion his trip did muel to counteract Axis propaganda in the Yemen 

and served to show the Yemenis that the Netherlands was ail « power én the 

world 


Turke 
M. Nizamettin Ayashli presented his credentials as Minister on the 
od August, 142. 
Ho is most amiable and profowes pro-Allied sentiments. He ix in char 
iertan, n nnd Viehy interests, The departure in the spring of the 
Gorman and Talian internees must ha ‘8 great relief to him, 
M. Ayashli speaks good Ereach bat little English. His wife apeaks good 
English and goes about unveiled, She is person and keeps large 
humbere of dogs, eats and other live-rtock ax pe youre, 


Representatives accredited also to other Governments 


A /yhanistun. 
*Shoikh Mubainmad Sadiqoal Mujaddidi, is also Minister to Egypt and 

residen in Cairo, He came to Mecea on. pilgrimage at the end of 1042, Out war 
hot seen by hin Christian colleagues. (Written in January 1943) 

BOVE shea Bay bas bw ferred he Ey 

i hrawi Bey has beon transferred to a post in the Egyptian Ministry: for 
Foreign Afuirs afd, as heen succeeded by Mohammed Host Omar, who sales 
Minister to Iraq. He has not yet presented his credontials and nothing is known 
of hic in Seda, 

‘Tho Exyptian Legation is inthe charge of Abdul Hamid Monir Hey, a moat 
friendly and helptat Colleague who sooperates willingly over such qvestions os 
tho pilgrimage. (Written in January 143.) 

Peri 

*Ali Akbar Babman, Minister to Saudi Arabia and Ambassador to Egypt 

terminated his mission in both countries on an unspecified date in 1942. and. ns 


far as Saudi Arabia is concerned, no successor appears to bi poi 
yet. (Written in Jannary 1943) Seen ee acer 


United Sats. 

*Mr. Alexander Kirk presented his credentials to the King at Riyadh on the 
11th May, 1942. ‘The visit to Saudi Arabia was literally, a flying one and lasted 
only a few days. 

Mr, Kirk visited Jedda in December 1942 for some days. 
vin Alltel of ours’ Minister to gt wat mos friendly during 

‘in fow days’ stay in mut as he resides tly in is col 
here ow ite bat Bin" WAaITRST RE cine g Seon 
welcome ition to the Diplomatic Ce in Jedda_ the establi 
con the Yat May, 1042, of permanent United States Legation ta the charee of 
Mr. James 8. Moose (Tunior), who was previously second secretary at Tehran 


3 


Mr. Moose, while he is in theory just a member of Mr. Kirk's staff, in fact 
acts as the head of a mission with the rank of chargé d’aflaires. He is a most 
agreeable and co-operative colleague and appears to get on well with the Saudi 
‘Arabs. He is married, but his wife and family are in America. (Written in 
January 1943) 

Mr. Moose has recently been appointed Minister Resident to Saudi Arubia 
It is understond that when the appointment is confirmed by the Senate he will 

present letters of credence to the Saudi Arabian Government and will be freed 
From the control of the American Mitister in Egypt 





(E §552/506/65) No.2 
Mr. Wikeley to Mr. Eden—(Receiced 16th September.) 


(No, 64, Confidential.) 
Sir, Jedd, Let September, 1948. 

T HAVE the bonour to transmit the accompanying record of the conversa 
tions which took place recently at Riyadh between Thn Shad aud Colonel Ho 

This document, which was communicated to me by Sheikh Yusuf Y 
Thu Saud’s instructions, is in the fort of a letter from the King to the wh 

‘That part of the discussions which turned on Palestine and Arab unit 
already been reported to you separately in my telegrams Nos. 345 and 349 and i 
wy despatch No, 66 of the Sst August, 1943. 

Tam ronding copies of this despatch and its enclosure to the Minis 

io His Majesty's representatives at Cairo, Bagdad and Beirw 
and to the High Commissioner for Palestine, 
T have, & 


‘T. WIKELEY. 


Racloro in No. 2 
(Tranalation,) 


Record of 4 Coneersation between Hix Majesty King Ibn Saud aut 
Lirutonant-Colonel Hoskins, 


INFORM Mr. Wikeley that Colonel Hoskins, Prosident Roosevelt's repre- 
sentative, cune to ne ux, Wo talked with him, and he Joft on Saturday, for 
Dhahrau’ on his way to Egypt. Me talked at great length, questioned u 
exhaustively and sought our opinion. We gave him the necessary seply. He 
tho bearer of a letter from President Roosevelt authorising him to discuss certa 
matters with us on the President's behalf; at the satne time he bears a verbal 
toewsaze rogardiug the Palestine question, "We have sent you, as enclosures, the 
following documents :— 

1. President Roosevelt's letter. 

2 President Roosevelt's verbal message. 

3, Our reply to the President's letter. 

4. Our reply to the verbal message regarding Palestine, 
1. Copy of our discussion about Arab unity. 


In view of the length of these documents and the difficulty of tolegraphing 
their contents, we have sent them to you to-day, and, God willing, you will show 
them to hitn 

"AS retards the Palestine question, we gave a verbal reply to the verbil 
inescage, nnd you will fnd a copy thereof enclosed herein. In addition, he asked 
us whether or not there would be a revolt in Palestine, whether we had heard that 
‘the Jews had formed a seoret army with soldiers, and whether the Arabs bad 
Inade any preparations or arrangements. We replied that we had heard nothing 
ihout the Wewish formations he mentioned except that Britain had asked the 
Jews for soldiers, whereapon we had asked the British Government about it, and 
‘hey had replied that what they had asked for were not soldiers for fighting. b 
men to take the place of British soldiers who had been sent to the front so 
they could replace them inside the country in order to ensure internal security 

” As regards the Arabs in Palestine, we told him that we could not give any 
guarantee regarding the conduct of the Arabs in Palestine or elsewhere, for the 
‘Xrabewere all agreed thatthe Jews in Palestine were buying arms and manitions 
aud making milfiary arrangements and warlike preparatinns; we, however, di 
ftot pay attention to such talk, but this is'what we had heard. He stated that he 
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had also heard the same thing and would like to confirm it, to. which we replied 
that the Arabs of Palestine were afraid of this rumour and of the preparations 
of the Jews which they saw around them; we wore confident, however,, that 
nothing would happen so loug as Britain was in Palestine: true, the Arabs of 
Palestine greatly resented this state of affairs, but we would not spare any effort 
with the Allies to allay the fears of the Arabs, and we hoped that the war would 
ud with the victory of the Allies, for such a victory was profitable to the Arabs. 
rds talk about a revolt by the Arabs in Palestine, we had heard nothing. 

ve did hear and confirm it we would be against it 
hhe other questions he asked us about were numerous and are set out as 


1. He asked us about our relations with Egypt, and we informed him that 
they were excellent and the best possible. 

He asked us about the Caliphate, and we explained to him that this 
question had arisen thirty-five years ago, and that its past history was known: 
‘wo thon explained to him that there were obligations antl eo 
the Caliphate which he who laid claim to it had to fulfil. ‘There are three Uhin 
which he who claims to be Caliph must be distinguised by and which he must 
fulfil; these threo are 


(@) That he rules his people aud. hix country and the countries under his 
{ile jn cordance with the Book of God and the teaching. af the 
rophet 
(0) That he takes change of the Caliphate with the agreement of all Moslems 
‘and makes “*jihad"* holy war) for it with the sword, 
(e) That he has power and strength to protect bia country and people from 
ygueinies, fights for them and makes the "jihad in the cause 


Then the President's representative asked what we meant by ‘jihad, 
and we told him that it meant that the Caliph had ower to provent 
(+. Colonel Hosking) from coming to bik country by land and sea, at which be 
‘ughed, and asked whether that was posible: to which we replied that only he 
Who possomed such power could seek to be Caliph, for without it there would be 
no Caliphate, He then asked our opinion as to who should lay claim to the 
Caliphate, and wo told him that it was at present a hollow, meaningless ttle 
iteraity “4 loud voice with wn empty belly"). 

Ho then kod our opinion about India, what news we had about it and what 
the pi of the Todians wore, complete independence and separation or not." We 
replied that thia wax impossible; firstly, it is not in tho interests of the Tadiane, 
and, secondly, it is not in the interests of Uritain; if India obtains ber 
{ndependenen this will te harmful to Indian Mosloms in the frst place, for the 
Hindus will tise up and slaughter thet. Tn our opinion Hindu and Japanese 
we both alike and both are heathons He asked us what Indian Moslems say 
about this, and we told him that we had told them what was in their interests 
namely, that their interests demanded agreement with Britain; if they abandoned 
thin agreement it would mean the beginning of their annihilation; moreover, even 
‘upposing Britain were to leave India, any Government that was powerful enough 
could attack India and conquer it without seruple. 

He asked us next about Persia and we told him that in the age of the 

hafar’” régime Persia was degenerate and ruined; things changed with the 
advent to power of Pablevi Shah, the Government became organised, and. the 
Shah, who had power and influence, oppressed the Arabs: chon things: grew 
confused and bad owing to his régime as they were in the bad old days; he acked 
eae uid now 1 "to which we replied that the situation to-day was stable and 
Chat the son who reigned in his father's stead was popular. it wan moreover, 
the intorests of Persia that the Allies occupied ter the war the Allies 
wave the Persians full independence, that. woul cir own interests and 
provide Persia with an opportunity to desist from evil and do good: one matter, 
however, we are not happy about in Persin; he asked : " What i" that?"--and we 
replied: "The question of the Russians "; we do not like tho Russians to hare 
fan entry into Persia or into the Near Easi, but in view of war-time conditions 
and exigencies the Arabs can but be patient; no doubt. the Allies think of 
removing them and their mischief after the war. He asked me next what T 
thought about Russia's principles, and I replied that, as he was aware, these 
were all bad; the Russians deny this and say that it is false and an invention 
of English propaganda. We added that it is clear to ns that what the Resins 
do is a patent as the sun, and travellers from the Caucasus have told us marc. 
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Khalid Abdul Walid, who is an eye-witness of this, has told us that they are 
anti-religious and amoral, bot, if God wills, He will make them follow the 
Principles of the Allies. He states that “we” (the Americans) are also busy 
with Persia and haye sent them technicians and experts, and our men are making 
a railway for them. 

He then asked me about the situation in Syria, and I answered = 
‘ove of the finest, Arab countries and her men are workers”; the 5 
received no help in the past towards their independence, nor were their problems 
solved until the Allies entered Syria two years ago and the King of Britain 
recognised their independence; we hope that this will be a good start. As regards 
their situation today, they are doing well, especially following on the elections, 
when men of the “ Kitlah” (Nationalist bioe) teak over the Government; these 
men are the best available, upright and with principles. I wish them luck from 
start to finish, 

He then asked me for my views on the Syrians and Lebanese and the question 
of the Lebanon's independence, and I replied ¢ Views of us Arabs and of 
the whole world are that the fusion of Syria and the Lebanon is the best and m 
uitable solution whether from the economic or the political point of view 
is what the people talk about and what we desire.” From what we gather fr 
‘Syrians who visit us, there is no difference between Syria and the Lebanon, nor 
have we heard that there is any enmity or hostility between them, ‘Thix is what 
Tkoow. 

‘He asked us what our own situation was as regurds civilisation development 
and edocation, and what conditions the Arab States wanted and what our opinion 

replied : " There are two point to thi ions the first ix the 
‘question of religion, the traditions of the Arabs, and foun precepts of the 
Moslems, matters we cannot possibly allow to be interfered with, however, etuall 
they were and even if they were axa grain of mustaed; even if 1 
sidered it negligible, the people of Nejd would rive against me 
they would never allow it themaelves: as regards the second point, such pursuits 
agriculture which provide an abundant liveliood and do not affect religious 
mattors, these we encourage and desire.”” He told me that 
sive all assistance in such matters, but T must explni A 
experts wo send will be paid for by the Government w Next 
he asked us aboot roads and why we had not built them, to which T replied: °* We 
mind, and asked Mr. Twitebell, the engitieer, to dincuss it with th 
American Government and with certain firms; the war intotvened, howovor, 
wssions because without machinery and tools there cau le 
He stated that he knew that there were certain machines in Egypt which 
could be used for road-levelling: T told him: "If you find them we should like 
them.” 

He then asked us about the pilgrimage and what I thought about it. T 
replied : “ God willing the ‘ Hajj" will be considerable this year, for no doubt 
Moses wish t perform Uheir duty unfortunately the pilgriine may not be abl 
to obtain their desired comfort because of the lack of ears on the one hand and 
the lack of the necessary spare parts on the other, for last year and the year 
before we were obliged to give our own cars to transport the pilgrims, so that 
all we have now is what we obtained from yon the last time, which is ineufficiont: 


similarly, the cars which arrived recently’ need repairs and we do not have the 
any 


necessary spare parts. Indeed, the Car re is in great difficatios and 
¢annot even ensure the transport of the mail; I therefore consider that, with 
your agreement and approval you might give us 200 or 300 cars for the pilgrimage 
to be provided either by you or by one of your firms to the above-mentioned 
company as happened before.” “That is all very well,” he answered, "but 
unfortunately the only cars we have are those which are being used on the battle 
fronts.” We retorted : “The small number we require will not affect you a4 it 
opin the ocean, which benefits ms without harming you. "1 will speak 
said 
He then asked me: “* Do you wish to charge me with any service?” and I 
replied : “I have nothing. but in any case you know the channels of communica. 
tion between ns" There are three matters, however, which T would like to tell 
You about : firstly, every effort should be made not to cut down the amounts of 
supplies agreed upon and their transportation; we know you are not neglecting 
this; however, as regands the question of transport, some delay is inevitable. but 
you and your ally, Britain. ean do what is necessary ta remove the obstacles which 
Prevent the arrival of supplies in time. Secondly, the question of silver currency: 
when the pilgrimage takes place and no silver is availale the people will be 
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vety perturbed. He replied: "know about this and so does my Governmes 
and Ewill do my best Funally.” 1 told him, * we need cars fod hip that goa 
wil nt stn i his mater adn the mater f sending sent spare 
Then he asked us about fraq and relations between us. We answered 
"there exist no important diferbaces betwee as and we are us close tngether 
as possible; there are a few insignificant matters outstanding between tus, but 
we hays not igportuned th Krag about them. God willing thse willbe sed 
Alter the war.” He then questioned us about the attitude of Nuri-asSaid and 
the Regent and me aid him We know no more aboot this than you" 
hear about it, but your representatives in Traq ean tell you al } 
sore oma yt { cabrrmentieripanind Te Pi gel per orgons 
Next he asked us about our opinion regarding Morocco, and I told hi 
it was clear from what Moroceans coming to the Hejaz said chet people 
here did not want French rule: that was all I kuew about it Lies 
ut our relations with the Turks, and we told hin: that 
» . tha although there had ben ancient samaity between 
us becuse of their destruction of our country im pase war. we were how pleased 
with them in the present war und wished them goa luck although they Rerived 
strength out of their attitude, yet Tt had len beneficial to the Alves. W, 
Uheraoreexewingly Head with them, weet 
hie, thes, are the topics he discussed with us Indeed, he 
aonphingapd ta iatee lee Cathe Ulta et Gee ee 
hhe was inatructed to do 90, except that he told us that 1 
to have information and aaked him to enquire atont 
wwe have got, tll the" Britisher "about it. ae usual, 


Abdul Aziz bin Saud, 

f Saudi Arabia 

White Howse, Washington, 17 s 

yt dn nd ‘ite Howse, Washington, 7th July, 1943 

Instructed Lieutonant-Colonel Harold Hoskins of the U 
army, whom I trust implicitly, to seek an interview with yous Alajeay ie sete oe 
isco in any name eta specific matters of mutual ier 
avail myself of this opportunity to express to your Majesty my bea 

for the health of your Majesty atid the happiness aid prosporite cf yee nee 

"Your igcore fiend Per? of Your People 
FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT. 


Latter from His Majesty King Un Saud to President Roosevelt 


From Abdul Aste bin Abdul Rahman al Faisal, King oj iw 
Eucelloney Mr. Pronklin Roasevelt, Prevent of the United Sepia 
Your Ruclleney, 
A received with great pleasure your Excellency 
White House, dated the 7th ia Colonel Harold Hoskin, your 
Tela iets, po reoen t € Harold Hoskins, your 
TL wan greatly pleased to meet your representative, who 
Escolony private views. rmparing Wertslecuatiers’ of soma incor 
: peep canay hu in turn oe ‘to your Excellency my own views and thoughts. 
as delighted to recive your Exceleneys greetings which your representative 
Colonel Hoskin carried ion 
su a pots the task entrasted to him in an outstandingly 
avail myself of the opportunity of his retu: 1 
your Excellonty my sincere appreciation ‘of your: wokle martes Tacit 
representative, which reveals the firm friendship binding oar two countri 
together. I Tikewise send my sincere groetinies and those of my Government col 
people and our best wishes ta your Excellency and to the American + 


ven at our Palace in Riyadh on the 1h of Sha’aban i he. 
Haj eel A alae ia Riya on the YOkh of Shaaban in the year 1302 


CHAPTER II.—IRAQ. 


(B 3585 /489/93] bathe 


Sir K. Cormwallis to Mr. Eden.—(Receieed 3rd June.) 
(No. 1953 
Sir, Baydadd, bth June, 10%. 

T HAVE the honour to continue in this despateb the story of current events 
in Trag from the point at which it was concluded in my despatch No. 111 of the 
‘25th March 

2. Measures for tho proper utilisation of the new harvest and for the 
further control of the sale of imported goods have, during tho last two mouths 
ceupied much of the Goverameat's attention and T nyse have spent many hours 
discussing these measures with the Prime Minister, the 3 of F 
the British Advisers concerned. The new " Law for the Re 
Keonomic Life of the Country“ surprixingly passed through Parltame: 
damaying amendment—but ‘not without severe cepstire of the Government» 
inability to cope with economic problems—and came into foree on 13th April 
Tt brought into being « Cabinet Committee of Supplies under the chairmanship of 
the Prime Minister, and throughout the latter half of April this comintttee 
worked hard to discharge its onerous duties of "* preventing hoarding and spol, 

id of waking available to the prople supplies of the necersitios of lite, 
ittee's labours was a series of notifications» put out in the 
1 of May by means of which a carefully thonght out attempt is being 1 
‘baring prices and to enaure not only adequate vupplion a low prices f 
internal needs but aw to put the surplus of the year's wheat and barley crop 
fat the dixpoxal of the United Kingdom Commorcial Corporation for export to ne 
neighbouring countries 
4, Put briefly the plan for these two corsals is that all groware ate to 
inder to the Government one balf of their wheat crop and oue third of their 
barley crop at a fixed price. The balance of the wheat crop may either be kept 
by owners of sold to the Government at the same price nx the wheat compalvartly 
surrendered, “The manner in which owners shall dispose of the balance of their 
tarley crop has not yet been determined, nor have prices yet been announced for 
either wheat or barley, although the High Supply Comittee have devided that 
farm price of wheat isto remain unchanged! at 1.0, 25 por ton. A surplus of 
‘of barley iv expected ond, ax you know, Tam negotiating 
price at which this surplus can be parchised ty the United Kingdom 
rein! Corporation, At the time of writing thia despatch it scome that the 
rw to which the Iraqi Government are likely to agree is LD. 22/000 
‘tax and tranaport to the nearest rail ot river collecting centro), 
for the growors, even Hf judged on the basis of the enrrent 
high ost of rbaliy ot higher than that which could te obtain 
in the open market, once it became kvows that the United Kingdom Commercial 
Corporation intended to purchase large quantities, Iraq, iL must be remembered, 
winher to get all she can out of the war and the essence of the new doctrine of 
Inter-Allied econcrny generally called lease-lend, is not even dimly understood, 
‘The steps taken to fay hands on the surptns of the 1942 crop of barley, which T 
dowrited in my last despatch, resulted in the transfer to the United Kingdom 
Commercial Corporation of sseatly 29,000 tons of barley. A further considerable 
‘quantity is available in tax centres and it is expected that a substantial proportion 
OF this will be released for the corporation, who will then have all they need before 
the new crop comes on the market. Control of 1942 barley was removed on the 
20th May and all transactions were declared free until the threshing of the 1943 
crop. Transactions in old wheat were also freed from all restrictions exeopt that 
the price remains fixed as before 
‘4. The preliminary measares taken for the cheaper sale and better distribu 
tion of importa goods aim at providing the Government with comprehensive 
information aboat all wholesale and retail traders and their stocks. When this 
information has been collected and collated further action to fix prices will follow. 
All dealers are to register storks and in future bnying and selling whether i bulk 
in detail will be restricted to licensed persons ‘The immediate effect of these 
veacures hax been to curtail wholesale dealings, to frighten speculators and to 
bring down by 18 to%5 per cent. the retail prices of a number of popolar consumers 
ttoods such aa yashtnaks, cheap cotton pieve-goods, razor blades and soap. Some 
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wholesale prices dropped by as much as $0 to 40 per cent. ‘The market is, however, 
Waiting to see whether the new measures will be forcefully implemented and 
generally expects prices to recover again in view of past experience of the Govern- 
‘ment's inability to undertake sustained and effective action to control them. 

5. ther control has also been established over the available ‘means of motor 
transport. It is now absolutely forbidden to sell or purchase a motor vehicle of 
any kind of bicyele or accessories, whether new or second: hand, without the 
consent: of the Director-General of Transport. Control has also been established 
‘vee all agricultural machinery and irrigation pumps, but in this case itis largely 
® Paper control as proper administrative anthority for its application still remains 
4 be set up, The United Kingdom Commercial Corporation have supplied. the 
Directorate-General of Transport with some two thousand tyres of different sices 
for silo to authorised purchasers. They are being distributed at fixed prices undet 
the personal ‘supervision of Colonel Le Blanc. 

. The Lrngi Government continue to press me hard for help to meet their 

nck tend to undervalue the blessings which, thanks to the 

Majesty's Government, they already enjoy. Their most urgent 

1d ix for cotton piece goods. ‘The protlem ef how ie ‘supply the quantity 

needed at reasonable prices is still unsolved, but I am not without hope that 

‘Sir Arthur R 1d Mr. Lloyd may find a solution during their current visit 

to India. Meanwhile the Traqi Government have still to prepare a workable 
sebemo for distributing cotton. piece-goods at controlled. prices to consumers 

7. March and early April distress was reported in parts af the provinces 
of Mosal, Arbil and Sulaimant, “Many villages were found to be seriously short 
of foud and withost the meatus to bay grain at the high prices prevaitine inks 
teal market towns. After wane delay, due to departnental mudd, supple of 
bar ore sent northwards from Government stocks and wer el 
pricon or wore disteibated free to those without bgt ited 
with the coming of spring 

will reap much harvest in the summer 
Further help will therefore be necessary 


& Tho Budget for 1043/44 was presented to the Chamber of Deputies 
the 15th May. Expenditure for tho year wos shown as TD. laze an wot 
Rovenuo was estimated at 1D. 0,082,600. The Ministry of Dedence is the biggest 
spending department with an. allotment of 3 million dinars. Of the estimated 
revenue about 4 millioo dinars is expected to be derived from Customs and Excisn. 
The Budget has posed the Ch wae and is ow in the Senate. 

‘an-Arabism is, for the time being, quiescent. The idea of a gene 

Congroas to plan the future of the ‘Arab World has not evaked the fenreen he 
Which it promoters hoped and Jamil Madfai was given a discouraging reception 
When, in March and April, he visited Syria, ‘Transjordan and Exypt as, the 
harbinger of a new advance towards Arab unity, In Syria the political lenders, 
though ready with general approval for Pan-Arab principles, were too absorbed 

heir own problems and the forthooming elections to be able to give active 
Mupport oF attention to practical schemes for federation 
Amir Abdullah was too jealous of the Iraqi motive to have 
bbat his own position, an t Nahas Pasha aj 
storm of ver 


ign, the Amir 
found no echoes 


is apa 
daliterately 


feel, be a mistake to rejoice unduly over the present lull in Pan-Arabism, Whether 
we like it or not, we are likely to hear a lot about Arab ambitions and claims as 
time marches on, and we may expect the Prime Minister and his friends to keep 
the ball actively in play. Once Parliament rises in June it is Nuri Pasha’s desire 
to visit Cairo in person, looking in on Syria, Palestine and Transjordan en route, 
there no doubt to explore all possibilities of further progress. I think it very 
protable that he will discuss infer alia the future of liberated North Africa and 
the aims of the Arab populations in. Moroceo, Tunisia. and Libya with regard to 
greater autonomy andthe enjoyment of the beneite implicit in the Atlanti 
Charter. This is a theme upon which the vernacular press in Bagdad has 
developed a certain eloquence since the Axis suflered its catastrophic defeat in 
Tunisia. 
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emerge. It will sulce here to say that as drafted it contains nothing likely 
fundamentally to change the form of yoverument of the country or the manner it 
which the government except possibly the provisions increwsity the 
size of the Senate which, if adopted, may strengthen considerably an alroudy 
noticeable tendency on the part-of the Upper House to assert its authority in 
parliamontary life, .A now amendment to the Income Tax Law was passed by 
‘he Chaber in sary May. 1, provides rl for Un amall taxpayer bot ent 
steeply the " auper tax on high incotes, bringing up to 45 por cent. the tax pay. 
able on incomes of over 1D. 7.000 a year (excluding the rat LD, 1,900 of income 
which ix subject to ordinary inconie tas). ‘The Senate is will examining is 
draft law and are aid to regard it with disfayout. -Avolder noteworthy meuaire 
dealt with by Parliament was a draft law to ratify a now agreement with the Lea 
Petroleum Company. This provides for an interest free loan by the company 
to the Tragi Government of ls snillion. pounds in return for which the Govern 
nigree to the suspension until «wo yeats after the wae of the drilling, operations 
‘of the Momil Oil Company and of the geological survey of the Basra Hotroleum 
Company. The law was accepted by hoth Houses. This is the second free of 
interest Joan which the Iraq Petroleum Company group has given to tbe Trugl 
Government. The first was for three million. pounds given. in 1939 in exchange 
for an amendment to the Mosul Oil Company’ concession and extended the non- 
production period until 104. It is possibly of interest to add that in the 
concluding stages American oil interests in the Companice atteinpted to muscle 
in on the deal on their own account and indicated that they would liko to see an 
“open door” policy adopted. in Iraq as regards oil. The Administration were, T 
telieve, rather worried by this unexpected development and eagerly embraced the 
old adage about "* Better the devil we know “ete, 

12. Internal security contitines to be zood except for an unsatisfactory local 
situation in the Dohuk district of the Mosbl Liwa where Salitn Mustafa with hit 
yang of criminal bandits are still at large, in, spite of the efforts of the polive to 
liquidate them. Elsewhere a few over-zealous ‘* Communists " have been the only. 


political nuisance. On different occasions pamphlets appeared in Mosul, Arbil and 
Basen attacking the ruling class and the usual illite Communist, journals have 
teotinned to make thee babitaal pannodic sod wonder appearance in Baga 


‘AL the officfal opening of a new Bagdad thoroughfare on King Feisal's Birthday 
‘on. the 2nd May the wife of a well-known "' Red” suddenly flourished a flag 
hearing the words “* The Government should seize the produce from the capitalists 
and land-owners and safeguard the food of the people.” She was arrested and ledd 
‘away withont arousing any demonstration of sympathy from the qrowd. The 

larity of communism, nourished on. the military achievements of the 
FFR'SiR. and the rosiestiltisons abont social conditions in the Soviet Waten, is 
increasing and is likely to continne to increase as owing to fading glories of the 
Axis it has at present no rival asa progressive and constructive political doctrine 
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18. In my despatch No: 24 of the 22nd January 1 informed you of the 
assurance given to me by the Prime Minister'that be would not. until: June 
favour’ the release of any Toore persons who had’ been ‘Taterved. for palitical 
femotia’ Ha has voountly explaided tm that bo said Sune: bécatse’ be: wes 
confident that by then the Axis armies in North Africa would have been defeated 
aid ‘at the ifantion would tharefors be favouralla for'a Review of the came of 
sotne of the internees. Those freed in January have done no harm and in present 
tpeuthstances tk dose sot boca Hicaly that tho relonse of in furthee number of the 
tiinor personalities would cause the Lraqi Governme ‘embarrassment or be 
infuridas tp the futerents of: His Majesty's Government,” Ihave teld both ube 
Regent and the Prime Minister that I myself see no adequate justification for 
‘any further "* appeasement " until the end of the war, but it is probable neverthe- 
Tech, that the Prime Minister who is being sabjected to considerable pressure in 
Parliament and elsewhere, will take the easy course and reconstitute the previous 
cammittoe wnder the presidency of the British Adviser to the Ministry of Interior. 

TA. “The Hoan of Fageation created by the new * Rogulation for the 
Organisation of the Ministry of Education "' which came into force in Febraary 
Task was act up April. It consste of the Miniter of Education, two senior 
ofticials from hia department, four senior officials nominated respectively by the 
Ministers of Education, Communications and Works, Economics and Social 
Affiira and four members elected by the seven persons already ientioned: 
Profesor Hatley left for the United Kingdom on the 30th April to the great 
regret ‘of al bls celleagecs std 'ab you Kicw, Hie Majesty's ‘Goverument are 
irying to find @ suitable saecesor. ‘The summer holidays are now close at hand 

‘ealucational affaire are therefore likely to be put aside for some months in 
favour of moro urgent matlert, TL remains, hawever, as important aa over that the 
‘chanls and colleges of the country ebook be steadily Smproved and 1 shal 
hegleet no opportenity to continuc to urge the Goveruinet to undertake the 
neeamry efor 

15.” The Prime Minister has again been considering the reorgasisation of 
the army and hopes to complete his plans during the summer months when he 

freo from parliamontary work. He has told me that he haw in mind 

sting of a mechanised’ and partially armoured division of about 
10.000 strong, recruited from long service volunteers, backed by a provineial 
rultin to be reruited by compulsory servicemen called up for an foitial taining 
‘of about three to four months, with annual trainings of a fortnight or three 
weoks. It hax been reported to me from several sources that early in May the 
Acting Chief of the Iraqi General Staff informed the officers of ‘the Musaiyit 
arin hata rial of the Teng army woald probably te sot to Syria for war 
ution at the end of June, He'eacouraged the olficers 10 welcome such a develop- 

maintained would help towards the realisation of Ary 
sting f the General Staff never acts without the authe 

Mininter and bis talk to the officers at Musaiyib shows that Nari Pash: 
sauchow to persuade His Majesty's Governnent to reverse te de 
February bot to accept tbe Iraqi Government's conditional afler of troops for 
wworvicw outside Traq. Two parties of Iraqi officers have recently visited the battle 
fields of the Weatern desert of Exypt. They were most hospitably entertained 
by the Commander-in-chief, Middle Enst and much appreciated both the 
ladneen which they were shown and the opportinities which were given to them 
to study modern developments in military stratezy and tactics 

16. Measures taken in February to prevent the smuggling of sheep out of 

ble with aged A 
the 
one of fifty miles width slong the whole 
rth of the western and southern frontiers. Tribesmen who, in accordance with 
angient cuntoms, were honestly geazing their own flocks were not to be disturbed, 
but all others were ordered to keep ontside the zone and military and police patrols 
were established to enforce this order. Unfortunately, at the beginning the 
Government's intentions were not made properly known to the local officials 
concerned, Tn consequence some Syrian and some Saudi Arabian tribesmen were 
hustled out of the zone with undue vigour, while others had their sheep confiscated 
‘ot the snapicion of being smugglers. On'the Syrian frontier the local officials o 
coach side seem to have settled these incidents by direct contact and without 
recourse to diplomatic action, but similar misunderstandings on the Sandi 
Arabian frontier provoked strongly worded protests from Kinz Abdul Arziz al 
Sond. Soothing replies and explanations were returned and T urged the Pri 
Minister and the Minister for Foreign Affairs to do whatever they could to hasten 


u 


restoration to their owners of any stock and other property taken away from 
Saudi tribestwen without really good proof that they were engaged in smuggling. 
‘The smuggling season is now over and further incidents are. unlikely to occur, 
but I fear it will take some time before the Saudi complaints have been disposed 
of. 

17. In early May Sheikh Chassib, eldest son of the late Sheikh Khazal, 
Sheil of Mohauerah slipped away from Basra across the Persian birder and, 
With 4 following of about one handred armed men, raised the standard of revolt 
near Ahwaz. Negotiations with the Persian Governor-General and consultations 
with His Majesty's Consular Officers in the neighbourhood followed and Chassib 
‘was soon persuaded to give up this attempt to recover hia father's. position as a 
semi-independent ruler and to return to Basra. The Persian Government. have 
aturally expressed the wish that steps should be taken to prevent repetition of 
this escapade and the Lragi Minister of the Interior has instructed the Mutasarrif 
‘of Basra to take such action as he thinks necessary for this purpose. 

18. The spring now drawing to its close has been exc 
scarcely any dust. The incidence of typhus has d dvent of th 
warm weather and, on the whole, public health seems to be good. The infiltration 
of large numbers of under-nowrished Persian coolies attracted by the eontinved 
‘demand of the British forces for labour has, however, given rise to feary ef cholera 
from June through the great heat, The attention of General Headquarters his 
teen drawn to this menace and Iam advised that the necessary orders havo been 
inued for the institution of such precautions ns may be possibile 

1. Lam sending copies of thix despatch to Hix Majesty's Reprosentatives 
at Angora, Cairo, Tehran, Jedda and Beirut, the Minister of State at Caito, 

“s High Commissiouer for Palestine and ‘Transjordan, the Governor 

of India, the Commander-in-Chief, India, Genoral Headquarters 
iddle Kast. Intel entre, the Political 

an Gulf, the Political Agent at Koweit and to Hin Majesty’ 


aid Mosul 
Thave, & 
KINAHAN CORNWALLIS 


Sir K. Cornwallis to Mr. Kien -—(Received 2ird July.) 


(No. 214) 
Si 


a Bagdad, With June, 1948. 
WITH reference to Viscount Halifax's cireular despatch of the oth 
1938, and to my despatch No. 96 of the 10th April, I have the honour to transm: 

herewith a report an the leading personalities of Ting for the year 1943 
RINAHAN CORNWALLIS 


Enclomre in No. 4 
Report on Leading Personalities of Iraq jor 1943, 
Tux Rovat Fast. 


King Feisal 11—Born in Bagdad the 2nd May, 1935. Succeeded to the 
death of his father, Ghazi 1, on the 3rd’ April, 1980. tis mother 
mir Abdul Hiab, He bas an Enylish nurse and also au 

English governe: 5 
Me and bis mother were confined in the Qusr Zahur during wost of May 1941, 
bot were removed to the summer palace at Pir Mum (Azhil) just before Rashid 
Ali aid is asoviates decamped. "He i'w bright, intelligent. child though 
somewhat delicate, and so a frequent source of anxiety to Dr, Sinderson, The 
latter hopes that he will outgrow his tendency to asthina, His Majesty visited 
Egypt in April 1943, proceeding and returning via Palestine and ‘Transjordan, 
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2. Abdul [ah, His Royal Highness the Amir—Only son of Ali-bin-Hussein, 
ex-King of the Heyaz, who died im 1935. Born in the Hejaz 1912 Came w 
Bagdad as a child with father in 1926, after the latter's expulsion from the 
Hejaz. Educated partly at howe and partly at Victoria College, Alexandria. 

He speaks good English 

An November 1996 he married in Bagdad the daughter of Salah-al-Din Fauzi 
Beg and grand-daughter of Amin Yahiyah Pasha of Cairo. 

‘He is keenly interested in Arab horse racing and waintains a large stable. 

Became Regent on the death of King Ghazi om the 3rd April, 1939. Although 
in Traq ho only enjove the title of Hightess, itis considered proper for foreigners 
to rofer to hitn as His Royal Highness. 

He shows a protisisig capacity for his official duties 

Divorced his wife in the summer af 1940. 

Daring the Cabinet crisis of January 1941, which led to the fall of Rashid 
Ali's Cabinet, he endeavoured to resist the Prime Minister's demands for the 
appointment of new Ministers, but fled to Diwaniyah to escape the threats 10 
hhis life made by the four army officers, Salah-ud-Din Sabbagh, Kamil Shabib, 
Fahmi Said and Mahmud Salman. Rashid Ali thereapon resigned and Taha al 
Hashimi succeeded him. The Regent then returned to the capital 

During the night of the Ist April the four army commanders already 
mentioned occupied the city with their troops and went to the Palace to demand 
the resignation of Taha al Hashim and the appointment of Rashid AN wx Prime 
Minister. The Regent was, however, warned in time, eluded them and took 
rofuge in the American Legation. Thence he waa xnuggied out to Habbaniya on 
the nd April and flown to Basra, On instructions from Bagdad the Officer 
Commanding, Iraq Army, nt Basra attempted to arrest the Regent, who took 
refuge ox board one of iis Majety’s ships. By now any hope of rallying 
upport for bis cause in the south hind been lost. On the 16th April he was flown 
to Jerusalem, togethor with Ali Jandat ond Jamil Madfai, who had meanwhile 

ined him at Basra, During the hostilition in May the’ Regent remained in 

lestine, He returned to Wagdad on the Ist Tune after the collapes of Rashid 
ge and was welcomed by a large gathering of officials, notables and 
hers. 

Since then, he has taken his public duties seriously and bas done hi 
‘beat to establish his position among the people, He hax undoubtedly developed 
in charactor during the past two years and has, on several occasions. shown 
marked firmness and powers of decision, but he lacks the personality which 
appeals to the imagination of the public, " Nevertheless, even if he has not wo 
the ection of the Traqie be appears to be steadily goining ground.” He 


genninely friendly to Great Britain, 


8. Zaid, His Royal Highness the Awir—orn in Constantinople in 1900 
eat son of the late King Hussein of the Hejaz. Half-brother of King Al 


King Feival and the Amir Abdullah (of ‘Transjordan). His mother was a Turk 
Kducated in Constantinople. Fonght with the Arab Nationalist forces during 
the Great War, and won the good opinion of the British officers with the Sharifian 
army. 

“Came to live in Iraq in 1922, and was commissioned in the Iraqi cavalry, 
Acted as Regent for a short time in 1924 during King Feisal's absence. 

Tn 1925 "he went to England and studied agriculture at Oxford for nearly 
three years, During this period be took an active part in the social life of the 
university and rowed in the torpids for Balliol, In 1925 he joined his father 
in Gypros and remained there uni) King Hussein's death in £951." Appointed 
Traqi Minister at Angora in January 1 

In 1933 it became known that one of his sisters had contracted a clandestine 
Iaarringe with Aula Beg Amin, some ime first secretary at the Traqi Legation at 
Angora (and later at the Legation in London), ‘The Royal Family were 
indignant, and Zaid was transferred to Cairo in January 1934 as the first Iraqi 
Minister nt King Fuad’s Court, “He did not, however, proceed to this post, whic 
he ultimately refused to accept. At the end of 1934 he was busy in Athens 
engaged in litigation concerninz extensive properties which he claims to have 
inherited in Greece. Appointed Iragi Minister at Berlin in September 1935. In 
the spring of 1937 it was suspected that he had been using his position as Traqi 
Mininter to give false certificates for arms destined for Spain, "Ho was recalled 
to Trag for enquiries, but apparently established his innocence and returned to 

in, 
sporty, * ® Pleasant, well-mannered man, and speaks excellent English’ and 
rks 
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In 1933 be married @ Turkish lady who had been divorced by her husband. 
This mésalliance mattered little so long as he was not living in Iraq, but. when 
he was withdrawn from Berlin in the spring of 1938 and came to live in 
Ragdad it was counted against him Jocally. But for his wife he would probab 
have been made Regent after the death of King Ghazi in April 1939. In the 
‘summer of 1939 he went to live in Istanbul. 

Came to Bagdad in October 1941 to meot his brother the Amir Abdullah on 
the occasion of his State visit to the capital and has remained, living quietly in a 
small house. 

He returned to Turkey in June 1942. 


Ornen Prnsoxauiries. 


1, Adbas-i-Mahmud Agha —Chieftain of the Pizhder tribe (Kurdi 
Babekr Agha). Generally on the side of disorder when trouble ix brewing 
at feud with Babekr Agia, but both take care that 
enmity shall not weaken the strength of the tribe. 
Abbas Mahdi—Shiah, Boru 1598, Secretary to Iraqi Legation in Tehran 
1031. Minister for Education, November 1932. Resined with Cabinet in March 
193%. Appointed Director-General of Tapu in October 1933. 

Became Minister for Economics and Communications in February 1934, but 
rosigned with Jamil-al-Madfai’s Cabinet in August 1934. Reappointed Direstor- 
General of Tapn, December 1934. 

Master of Ceremonies in the Palace, March 1937. Joined 

Sulaiman's Cabinet in Jane 1937 ax Minister for Economics and 

Communications, and was appointed Minister for Justice in the Cabinet formed 
by Jamil-al-Madfai in August 1987 after Hikmat Sulaiman's resignation, 

‘Transferred to the Ministry of Economics and Communications in Octobor 
1998, and resigned with whole Cabinet in December 1988, 

Appointed Principal Private Secretary at the Royal Palace in July 1941 

Appointed Minister. at Tehron in, January 1048, Plensant but without 
personality, 

3 Abdul Asizal-Mudhafar, M.B.E—Sunni of Bagdad. Born 1807 
Speaks English, German and French well,” Served as mperintendent in Deputy 
Military Governor's Office, Bagdad Rasafab, under the Government of Occupa 
tion from March 1917, and iu 1919 became Mudir of Rasafah, Scoretary to the 
Ministry of Interior, December 1920, and Director of the Press Bureau in 1022 
Director of Census Department 1997. 

Appointed Mutesarif of Moml, May 1081, Withirawn September 1031 for 
incompetence and tried for mitappropriation of public funds. Found not guilty 
tnd appointed to be member of Sfuntafiy Land Court. Lost this post when the 
court war abolished in June 1982. Tn the summer of 1133 wax appointed first 
feeretary to the Tragi Legation at Tehran, and in May 1894 was traneforred to 

rat 


syria. He is married to 0 
daughter of Naji-al-Suwaidi, and this family connexion brought about his full 
exoneration in December. 

He returned to live in Bagdad in Jannary 1988, and shortly afterwards it 
was officially announced that it had been proved that he yeas innocent of the 
charges made against him in 19:17. On his retnrn he went into business 

Early it 1941 started a trans-desert (ransport service between Bagdad, Syria 
and Palestine. Was suspected of working for Rashid Ali After the collapse of 
Rashid Ali's régime, did his best to clear his name and made lavish we of the 
*"V sign on his business stationery and press advertisements. 


4. Abdul Azic-al-Qassab.—Sunni of Bagdad. Kaimakam of Kut under the 
Nagib’s Provisional Government and did very well. “In Ostober 1821 he was 
appointed Mutessarif of Mosul on probation for six months, but refused to go 
without the salary of a full mutessarif. In the heginning of 1922 he went ax 
Mutessarif of Karbala, was transferred! to Muntafiq in January 1983, and to the 
Ministry of Interior ns Director-General of Genoral Administration in June of 
thesame year. Appointed Mytessarif of Mocul in January 1924. A capable and 
well-intentioned official without much strength of character. Minister of 
Interior, January 1928. Minister for Justice, November 1929. 
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‘Went out of office with the resignation of Naji Pasha’s Cabinet in March 
1930, Has not held any other Cabinet post since. Has an adequate pension, 
Appointed Chief Administrative Inspector, Grade I, November 1933. 

He wa appointed Minister of the Interior inthe Cabinet formed by Jamil 
al-Madfai in March 1935, but resigned with all his colleagues twelve days later. 
Elected a Deputy for Bagdad in the general elections of August 1935. Appointed 
Comptrollr-General of Accounts in December 1897, in succession to Tahal 


5, Abdul Ghofur-al-Badri—Ex-cadet in the ‘Turkish army and second 
Jieutenant in the Sharifian army. 

Since 1920 has been editor of the Nationalist newspaper, the Zstiglal. This 
journal bas been suspended many times for its violent attacks 0 the British 
Government and on British ofits in tra 

Flected Deputy for Diyala 188. Re-lected for Kut in the general eletion 
of 1954, Lost his seat in August 1935. His paper, the Zstiqlal, was nuxpended 
in November 1986 for one year by Hikmat Sulaiman’s Cabinet for publishing 
articles defending Yasin-al-Hashimi’s administration. 

‘This order was cancelled when Jamil-al-Madfai succeeded Hikmat Sulaiman 
in August 1937, 

Klected Deputy for Kut, December 1937. 

Th October 19358 he was setitenced to six months’ imprisonment for publishins 
unfounded allegation against the Government in his paper the Frtiylal, Released 
when Nuri-al-Said became Prime Minister on the 25th December, 1938, and 
rolutned for Kut in the elections of June 1990, 

‘The anti-British tne of his paper continued after the outbreak of war in 
September 1989. He was generally suspected of being in Axi pay and with the 
auivent to power of Rashid, Ali in March 1940 his paper tecame the principal 
mouthpiece of the rebel Government, Tt wax suspended after Rashid Ali's 
collapse at the end of May 1041 and has not published since 

Alxlnl Ghafur escaped punishment because of hix old comradeship with 
Nuri Said, but he bax been lying very low since June 1941 


6, Abdul Mak Hafdh—Born about 1897 Son of the late 
Muhammad Ali Fadhil, who was for some tie a Senator, Educated in 

where he qualified as a dentist,  ITe also studied political economy. He obtained 
a dogroe in political science. Became Deputy for Mewal in 1926 and after 
‘wards lost his seat. Me then set up a dental etinie ‘Again elected 
Deputy in 1933. Th 1985 he was appointed Trai Con bat did 
stay there long, and in September 1935 be became Director-General of Commerce 
lis subwoquent. posts were Conrul-General, Reirnt, 1998-30; Consul-General 
Bombay, 1989-40; Director-General of Revenue, 1941. In July 1942 he became 
Ministot of Economics and Mininter for Foreign’ Affairs in October 1042, A fat, 
genial personality with wider horizons than most Iraqis, 


7. Abdut Latif Nuri Horn in Bagdad 1888, Gnzetted as olficor in the 
Turkish army in 1908 Joined the Tragi army in 1921. Promoted 
(ieutenant-colonel) in 1926 nnd safe (colonel) in 1929, He has held the command 
of the Northern and Southern Districts, and hax passed the senior and j 
officers courses, and was poated to the Northern District in 1933. Prom 

va (brigadier) im 182, 

ed Goveral Bake Sidgi as leader of the army revolt against Yasi 
Hashimi in October 1936, and became Minister of Defence in the Gi 
formed by Hikmat Sulaiman. 

Resigned after the murder of Bakr Sidqi in August 1987 and was then 
placed! of retired pay. ; 

Left Iraq in the same year for medical treatment and Yived abroad. While 
in hospital in Damascus he was placed under arrest by the British military 
authorities when Syria was oxvapied in Jtine 1041, but was allowed to return to 
Traq, in September 1941, since when he has been living quietly in Bagdad on his 
pension, 

8. Abdul Mahdi (Saiyid) —Shiah of Shutia (Muntafiq) Born about 1504. 

Belongs to an influential family and owns a large estate (Abu Hawan 
Mugitah).- Deputy for Kerbala in Turkish Parliament. and in Traqh Chamber 
in 1927, Minister for Education under Rashid Ali-al-Gilani, March-Octobor 


1495 Tost his seat in the Chamber in the election of 1934 
‘He was a strong partisin of Yasin Pasha and a member of the Executive 
Committee of the party of National Brotherhood (Hizb-al-Tkha-al-Watani) 
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After the dissolution of the party in 1985 he played no part in politics, until 
be was again elected to the Chamber in December 1937 

He was again returned for this constituency in June 1939. 

In February 1941 became Minister of Economics in the Cabinet of Taha al 
Hashimi. Resigned with the rest of the Cabinet when Rashid Ali seized power 
in April. Appointed Minister of Economics in the Cabinet formed by Nuri as 
Said in October 1941. 

Made Senator October 1941 

Appointed Minister of Communications and Works in February 1042 
Resigned in November 1942 as a result of a personal quarrel with Tabsin Ali, 
the Minister of Education. 


Abdul Qadir-al-Gilani—Elder brother of Yusuf Gilan 
tered Government service 1926, nnd shortly afterwards was app 
the Iraqi Legation in London. While in London he studied at the 
London School of Economics. Speaks good “English. 
Appointed third secretary at Iraqi Legation in Cairo 1984, Promoted second 
tary 1938, On many occasions he was in charge of the legation and mai 
ved excellent relations with the British Embassy. In Egypt he married a 
Ezyption girl of good family and was popular in Egyptian society. Appointe: 
Master of Ceremonies at the Royal Palace, April 1040, where he appear likely 
to exervise a good influence. 

These hopes were, however, disappointed, and he associated hitiself close! 
with Rashid Ali when the latter became Prime Minister in March 1941, and durin 
the rebellion led by Rashid Ali in May 1941. When it collapsed he took refuge 
in Porwia, After the Allied occupation of Persia he was arrested by the British 
forees, and after some month’ internment in Ahwa be was set to Sonthera 

onesia, 


10, Abdul Qadir-ol- Rashid —Sunni of Bagdad, related to the Gilani family. 
Born 1804. Sporks English well 

Appointed secretary to the Council of Ministers in 1924 in succession to 
Hussein Afnan. Remained in that port, the dutien of which he discharged with 
Boteworthy tact and efficiency, woul 1932, when ho was appointed 
Minintor for Forvign Affaire in Naji Shank ioe.” Resigned with Cabinet 
in March 1933. Was appointed an assistant manager in the Rafidain Oil 
Company in October 1988 


AL. Abdul Razzag at Usri—Torn about 1800, Shi'ab, A Bagdad lawyer. 
Deputy 1931 Public Prosecutor in 1932. Subsequently held post” of 
Mutowarif of Kerbela and Diyala. Appointed Minister of Social Affairs by 

Said in November 1942, Tneffective and lacking in personality, he became 

inter only because no other eligible Shi’ah could be found, 


12. Abdul Wahid Shaikh.—Chief of the Futlah tribe, son of Haji Sikkar, 
once the most powerful abeikhs on the Euphrates, Abdul Wahid cultivates 
extensive properties on the left bank of the Miahkab from Abu Sukbair to the 
Tbrahim. “Throughout recent years he has steored his course with a view to 

n to the titmost his political and tribal influence, His support and loyalty 
were carefully cultivated by King Feisal, and all political parties have thonght 
it worth while to try to make him an adherent, He has many friends and many 
bittor enemies, and is reputed to deal harshly with his fellaheen. 

He was prominent as a leader of discontent in the Middle Euphrates area 
in the spring of 1935, working with Rashid Ali-al-Gilant to overthrow Ali 
Jaudat's Cabinet. 

He had much inflaence during Yasin-al-Hashimi's tenure of aifice, but 0 
abused i€ that after Yasin's fallin October 1886 he was afraid to return to his 
trite. 


prison, bt kept v and Iater in Samawa, 
__ He was permitted to return to his home in July 1995 and elected Deputy for 

Diwaniyah in June 1939. 3 

In April and May 1941 he closely supported Rashid Ali. In August he was 
interned in Fao and in December transferred to Samarra, He continued, never 
theless, to k with his friends and supporters, among whom Hasan 
Subail, of the Beni Tamim, was prominent 

‘Transferred to the internment camp at Amara in the summer of 1942. 
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13. Abdullah-al-Donituji—Formerly called Abdulla’ Said Effendi, Born 
1805. A native of Mosul. Studied medicine in Constantinople and calls himself 
doctor, though it is believed that he did not graduate, Seems to have been 
serving in the Turkish army when Ton Sand occupied Hassa in 1913, and to have 
transferred his allegiance to Tbn Saud. Soon rose to a position of influence in 
Thn Saud's Court, and came to Bagdad as his unofficial representative in 1921 
Was Ibn Saud’s in 1922 and signed the Uqair 
Protocol. Went wit dt London in 1938, and took part 
in the negotiations leading to the conclusion of the Treaty of Jedda in 1027. 
‘Abas this his influence waned owing to the intrigues of Fuad Hamza and 

usu 

Tn, August 1928 he represented the Court of  Nejd, the Hejaz and its 
dependencies at the Medina Railway Conference at Haifa. The conference was 
a Failure, and when it ended, instead of returning to the Hejaz, Abdullah 
amin came to Bagdad, poting his resignation to Tho Saud. Arrived Bagdad, 
September 1023, Appointed Tragi Consul-General, Cairo, in 1930, recalled 
October 1990, and appointed Minister for Foreign Affaire.” This at first was 
resented by Ihn Sand, and for a short time Damluji’s presence at the head of the 
Iraqi Ministry for Foreign Affairs scomed likely to embarras Nejdi and Iraqi 
relations, but when Nuri Pasha visited Jedda in April 1931 Tba Saud stated 
that he no longer wished to raise any objection to Damluji's appointment, Was 
oft out of fice when Nuri Pasha reformed his Cabinet in October 1931 
Appointed Director-General of Health, July 1932, and succeeded Safwat Pasha 
an Bourt Chamberlain atthe end of 1935, 4 

Returned to the Ministry for Forvign Affairs in. Jamil-al-Madfai’s second 
Cabinet in Kebruary 1934; resigned in July and was reappointed Director. 
General of Health in September. 

auponded in 1985 and tried for misappropriation of public funds 
Hlo was acquitted and reinstated in his post at the end of December, but resigned 
‘4 few months later, 
iy two yeats he remained ont of poblie tife, bat in July 1987 he was 
on to Abbas Mahdi, 


appointed Mnoter of Ceremonies at the Palace in 
Ataturk in November 


He headed the Traqi representatives at the f 
1938. Soon after Nurisal-Said became Prime Mi 
removed from the Palace to an obseure appointment in the Health Department, 
which was Inter abolished. 

‘Appointed Director-General of Social Affairs and Health in Novermber 1941 

‘Appointed Minister for Foreign Affairs in February 1942, 

Resigned in June 1942, 


‘A-month later Barzan was again destroyed by the Royal Air Force co-operating 
qwitl Assyrian irregulars. In 1923, the Turks having been driven from Rowand, 
Sheikh Absnad turned on their retreating ol 
peace with the Anglo-Traqi authorities. 1 

mitted to continue in uumolested control of his tribal villages pd mow 

the summer of 1951 he began a private war with a neighbouring chieftain of 

, Sheikh Rashid of Lola. He was everywhere snccessful, drove Sheikh 

Rashid to flight into 
became necessary to restore order. 
and after some sharp fighting, follow e air action by the Royal Air 
Force, Sheikh Ahmad was defeated and driven across the Turkish border in June 
Ue and his two brothers, Muhammad Sadiq and Mulla M ere interned 
for 4 time in Turkey, but the two Iatter contrived to find their way back into their 
old haunts in the foliowing winter. After holding out in the mountains for some 
‘months they surrendered and, were pardoned in Jaly 1933 and allowed to return 
to their villages. -A-ahort time afterwards the Turks surrendered Sheikh Ahmad 
to the Iraqi Government on condition that his life should be spared. For a little 
over a year he lived in comfortable and honourable detention in Mosul, but in 


"7 


November 1934 it was found that he was in collusion with Khalil Khushawi, who 
was disturbing the peace of the Barzan area, and be was thereupon removed 
to Hillah 

Permitted to come to Bagdad in April 1935, A short while later he went 
to live in Salaimani. He finds it very hard to maintain a large family on the 
allowance of 30 Iraqi dinars a month that he receives from the Traqi Government, 


15, Ahmad Mukhtar Baban—Born about 1895. Sunni of the Baban family 
which is Kurdish in origin. He, bimself, knows no Kurdish and has no racial 
interest in the Kurds. A lawyer by profession, he served as a judge for many 
years For a abort tine in 7042 he Held the war-time post of Director General 
of Supplies and in October 1042 be joined Nuri Sid's Cabinet ax Minister of 
Social Affair.” A fortnight later be was transferred to Communications and 


16. Ahmad al Rawi—Born about 1894. Sunni of Bagdad, Son of one 
‘of the leading Sunni Alims, Became a police officer soon after the formation of 
the Iraqi Government and after reaching the rank of commandant sarved in 
several liwas as a mutessarif. In February 1939 he was made administrative 
inspector and not terwards placed on pension, In June 1941, after tho 
collapse of Rashid Ali's rebel Government, be was recalled to duty by Jamil 
Madfai and made Director-General of Police. In this position he coxperated 
gnengetically with the British officials in eradicating pro-Nazi propagnuda and 
intrigues and also gave his personal and official support to all plans for improving 
Anglo-Traqi relations 


17. Ahmad-al-Shaikh Daud, Saiyid—Sunni of Bagdad. Born about. 1875, 
He comes of a family of learned men, his father was a well-know 
Ragdad, under whom most of the men of Sheikh Ahmad's genei 
In the early days of the occupation he was a prominent Nationalist 
arrested and deported to Henjam in August 1020, bat was allowed to return to 
Bagdad in February 1921. Elected to the Constituent Assembly in March 124, 
he opposed the treaty of 1922 and voted ayainst it. Failed to secure a seat in the 
‘subsequent general election, bat was successful at a by-election. In October 1925 
he became pro-treaty, but’ in January 1926 voted against ratification of the 
extension of the treaty period. "Minister for Augaf under Abdal Mubsin Beg in 
January 1928, but resigned office April 1929, Elected to tho Chamber ax Deputy 
for Bagdad in October 1938, and retained this seat in the elections of 1034. 

Lost his seat in August 1985. 

He is now an ageing man and is unlikely again to play a prominent part in 

ies. 

Made a Senator in May 1937. Resigned October 1937. 

His daughter Sabiha (a teacher on the Women’s ‘Training College) became 
the first woman student in the Bagdad Law College in 1937. 


18. Ahmad-i-Taufig—A Kurdish notable of Suleimani, born 1898, who has 
had the advantage of a better education than most of his contemporaries. He has 
held a number of administrative appointments since the first days of the occupa 
tion of the Suleimani Liwa. Was appointed mutessarif after the reoocupation 
of Saleimani in 1924. ‘The Traqi Government have several tines endeavoured to 
replace him by others less sympathetic to Kurdish aspirations, but those chosen 
have not been snocessful. Ahmad Beg has now (1938) been mutessarif without 
interruption since 1930, He is connected hy marriage with the ruling families 
of the Birhder trie, and owns property i the Surdash nahivah. A pleasant and 
Brescotable man, who has always bet popolar with British ciel and military 

cers. 

‘Transferred as mutessarif to Arbil in April 1995, 

Made an administrative inspector April 1939. Placed on penision in epting 
of 1940. 


19. Ahmad Zaki-al-Khaiyat—Shiah Baghdadi. Born 1896. Educated 

lad Law School. Has held the following posts: Secretary of the Ministi 
of Education, consal- ral at Muhammerah and Bombay, kaimakam in sever 

laces, Matesearif of Kut and Hillah and Land Settlement Officer, Appointed 

Ppireotor-General of Posts and Telegraph in July 1087, 

Dismissed, from his post in June 1041 on account of the support which he 
had given to Rashid Ali's régime in May. 

(27005) c 
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20. Akram Mushtag—Born Bagdad 1903, Moslem Sunni. Brother of Talib 
Mushtag (ge). Gazetted officer in army 1927. Passed through Cranwell and 
appointed to Royal Iraqi air force in 1980. Promoted captain 1982. ‘Took an 
active part in the coup d'Etat of October 1936, Promoted major 1937 and 
lientenant-colonel_in 1938. Appointed Commander of Iraqi air force in 
September 1937. Retained this post until April 1939, when be was relieved of 
his command and commission and appointed Director of Civil Aviation. Married 
a danghter of Sheikh Abmad-al-Sheikh Daud in spring of 1940. 


21, Ali Jaudat—Sunni, of bumble Mosul origin. Born 1858. Officer in 
the Turkish army, fought at Shuaibah; subsequently surrendered to the British 
and spent most of 1915 at Basra. Was there employed to encourage Turkish 
officer prisoners to join the Sheriff. He was a member of the Abd-al-Tragi, After 
the war he was Military Governor of Aleppo after the resignation of Jafar Pas 
early in 1920, and was sabsequently in Dair, Returned to Bagdad with the Amir 
Felsal in June 1921, and in October 1921 was given the post of Mutessarif of 
Hillab, which he held till September 1922. He took a very active part in the 

emanate agitation, and was finaly dismissed (onthe advice of the Tigh 

issioner) for defrauding the Treasury by underestimating revenue demands 

on supportors of his political views. In “January 1923 he was appointed 
Mutemarif of Karbala in the hope that he might be able to recancile the 
mujtahids, He was unsuccessful, and in May was transferred to Muntafiq, where 
be did very well. Minister of Interior in the Askari Cabinet, November 1923 
July 1924, and voted for the treaty. Appointed Mutessarif of Diyala, and Jater 
of Basra.’ In early 1930 was made Director of the Ministry of the Interior. 
Minister for Finance under Nuri Pasha, March 1980. Resigned from Nuri 
Pasha's Cabinot in September 1930, ax a protest against the Anglo-Tragi Treaty 
‘of that yeor, and his seat in the Chamber in 1991, together with Rashid Ali-al 
Gilani and" Yasin-al-Hashimi in March 1992. "Re-elected for Mosul 1933. 
Appointed. principal private seeretary to the King, March 1983. Became Prime 
Minister and Acting Minister of the Interior in August 1934. Was forced to 
resign in February 1985. n account of the agitation worked up againat him 
throughout the countey by Yasin-al-Hashimi and Rashid Alial-Gilani. He was 
made President of the Chamber in March 1935 i 
Tondon in August 1985. Transferred to Paria 

_ Hl,came to Bagdad on eave in October 1887 and decided not to return to hia 
post at Paria 

Appointed Minjstor for Foreign Affairs in Nri-abSaid's Cabinet in Apeil 
1999 evn ith whole Cabinet in February 1940 : 

tor Ali's coup a’Btat in April 1941 he escaped to Basea, joined 
tho Regent and accompanied His Highness to Jerusalem, He returned to Trnq 
after the collapse of Rashid Ali's rebellion and was appointed Minister for 
Foreign Affairs in the Cabinet formed by Jail Madfat inne 1081 

gned with the whole Cabinet in. October 1941 
Has a son, Nizar, who was educated at Downing College, Cambridge 
Appointed Traqi Minister at Washington in March 1912. 


22, Ali Mahmud Shaikh Ali—Born 1902. Sunni Arab connected with the 
Ubwid trite. “Graduated at the Bagdad Law School in 1923 and practisnd a8. 
lawyer for about thirteen years. Hle also learnt to speak English and Freueh 
He became well known as an extreme Nationalist and contributed many articles 
to the newspaper the Istiglal attacking British policy in Iraq. He was arrested 
in 1924 on account of his agitation against the first Anglo-Iragi Treaty. but was 
acquitted on trial. He was brought before the courts again in 1930 for a similarly 
violent agitation against the Anglo-Iraqi Treaty of Alliance signed in that year 
and sentenced to a short term of imprisonment. He has twice been elected to the 
Chamber of Deputies. He was one of the members of the delegation of Traqi 
notables which visited Palestine and Fyypt in 1986, and a short time after his 
return he was appointed (through the personal influence of Yusin-al-Hashimi, the 
Prime Minister) to a judgeship in the Court of Appeal. In this post he has shown 
‘more talent and good sense than was to be expected from his past career 
Appointed Minister of Justice in Hikmat Sulaiman's reorganised Cabinet in 
June 1997. Resigned August 1997 and returned to the Bar. 

Banished from Bagdad by Jamil-al-Madfai's Cabinet in November 1938, 
‘but wax permitted to return when Nuri-al-Said formed a Cabinet in December 
1938, In February 1929 he was appointed Mutessarif of Basra, where he soon 
hogan to make trouble for the Sheikhof Koweit. After holding this appnintment 
for about a year he was transferred to Bagdad to be Director-General of Customs 


49 


and Excise: As a mutessarif he allowed his political prejudices to colour too 
deeply his administrative activities 5 

‘Appointed Minister of Justice in the unconstitutional Cabinet formed by 
Rashid ‘Ali in April 1941. Fled to Persia with the rest of the Cabinet after the 
collapse of Rashid Ali’s rebellion in May 1941. Handed over to the British 
military authorities by the Persian Government after the entry of Bri 
into Persia in September 1941, Imprisoned in Ahwaz and thence sent t 
Rhodesia for interument. Sent back to Iraq and handed over to the I 
for trial in March 1942 and was sentenced to seven years’ imprisonment in the 
following May. 


28. Ali Mumtaz—Born 1901. Sunni of Bagdad. Belongs to the Dafta 
family. Graduated at Bagdad Law College and entered Government, service 
1920.” Married a daughter of Yasin-al-Hashimi in 1933. Appointed Director 
General of Revenues in 1935, but was obliged to leave Lraq for a time when Bakr 
Sidqi overthrew Yasin-al-Hashimi’s Government in 1936, _In January 1939 he 
was reappointed Director-General of Revenues by Nuri-al-Said's Cabinet. 

Xppointed Minister of Finance in the Cabinet formed by Taba al Hashimi 
in February 1941. Resigned with the whole Cabinet in April after Rashid Ali's 
coup d'Etat. Tn May 191 he was appointed director of the. newly»croatod 
Rakdain Bank, and in October he became Ministor of Finance in the Cabi 
formed by Nori-al-Said ms 

‘Resigned in October 1942 largely on account of his inability to get on with 
Saleh Jabr, then Minister of the Interior. 


ged with coo 
successful defiance brought about the ql 
After, when Jamil-al-Madfai came into office, Amin-al-Umari was transfert 
‘command of the Bagdad District. 

Went to Europe on leave in the winter of 1038 to undergo medical treatme 
‘As a soldier be is oot of date and obstinately refuses to modernise his 
tactical Ideas. Was relieved of his command and placed on pension in F 
1940 because of the infinence which be endeavoured to exercise in political matters 
‘outside his proper sphere. 

“Appointed C,G.8. in June 1941 

Phiced on pension. in November 1941 because it secmed that he was 
endeavouring to Organise a new military clique to interfere in politics, 


Amin Zaki Sulaiman—A Moslem (Sunni) of Turkoman origin, | Bor 
1887 in Bagdad, Received his military training in Istanbul and appointed second 
Vieutenant in the Turkish army in 1905, 

He joined the Traq army in 1921 as a captain, and was promoted major in 
1926 and lieutenant-colonel in 1980, when he was placed in command of the 
4th Traqi Infantry Battalion. 

He wes promoted colonel in 1994 and appointed to the command of the 
Northern Division with headquarters at Mosul, and a month later he was 
appointed quarter-master-general, In October 1935 he was given the command 
ofthe Euphrates Division, Diwaniyah. Promoted brigadies in June 1930. 

‘He was much opposed to the Bekr Sidgi régime in 1996. He remained. with 
the Euphrates Division until August 1937, when he was appointed G.0.C., the 
8nd Division, Kirknk, which position he was still holding when he was appointed 


sting C.G.S. in March 1940, Promoted major-general in June 1940. _ 
ae ee ow 43 years old and ie the senior licer now serving in tho Trag 


army. Isa staunch supporter of Taha-al-Hashimi, and is considered a capable 
(27005 } oa 
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officer and a strict disciplinarian, but is generally unpopalar in the army with 
both officers and men, (Written in 1940)° : 

Under presuure from Salah-ud-Din Sabbagh, he threw in his lot with Rashid 
Ali in April 1941 and signed a proclamation charging the Regent with treason 
against the State. He fled to Persia when British troops advanced on a 
at the end of May und fell into our hands when British and Russian. (roof 
cccupiod Persia it August 1941, After provisional internment. in Ahwaz, be 
was sent to Southern Rhodesia. Sent back to Iraq for retrial in March 1942, and 
in May was sentenced by a military court to five years’ imprisonment. 


Arshad-al-Umari—Of the well-known Umari family of Mosul. Born 
rained as an engineor in the days of the Turk. Municipal engineer in 
wstantinople, Staff officer during the war. and understands 
Member of the first Iraqi Parliament and. supporter of Abdul 
M Appointed by latter first Iraqi Director-General of Posts and 
Telegraphs. Made Amin-al-Asimah (Mayor of Bagdad), November 1931, and 
during his two-year tenure of that appointment did much for the improvement 
of the amenities of Bagdad. Was appointed Director of Irrigation in November 
1933, Joined Ali Jaudat's Cabinet in August 1994 as Minister for Es 
and Communications. Resigned with the Cabinet in February 1995 
post until May 1936, whea he was appointed : 
Municipalities. In November 1996 he again became Mayor of Bagdad, in whi 
capacity he is well known and liked by most of the foreign community. He 
proved himself a good friend to Great Britain. 
Following the collapse of Rashid Ali’s rebellion in May 1941, when Rashid 
Ali and hin Cabinet fled to Persia, Aruhad Beg formed a Committee of Internal 
Scourity to conclude an armistice with the British forces aod to maintain order 
tant tbe return of the agent, 
in November 1941 he was reappointed Lord Mayor of Bagdad. Has done 
tmuch to embellish Bagdad by opening up new roads and laying out public 
‘gardens, 
Ax president of the Iraqi Red Crescent Society he has shown himeelf very 
willing to co-operate with the organisers of all kinds of war charity work 


a ‘he fourth son of Saiyid Abdul Rahman. and 
youn id Mahmud. Born Bagdad 1879. Appointed Nagib on 
the death of Saiyid Mahinud in July 1936. A man of little character, bat he has 
successfully acquired the conventional appearance of a Sunni Alim and holy man 


28. Ata Amin.—Dorn 1897. Appointed secretary to the Iraqi Legation in 
London, September i992. on transfer froma consular post at Angora. 
In the summer of 1033 it was dixcovered that ‘be had, while in Turkey, 
married one of the sisters of the Amir Zaid, the Iraqi Minister in Angora and 
unger bother of King alsa This was regarded as a sandal at the time 
t Inter on be was forgiven, Appointed first secrotary to the Iraqi Legation 
At Rome, Oclober 1084. Transferred to London as counsellor in ‘Angus 1893 
‘Transferred to Paris as chargé d'affaires in August 1938 and to Berlin in 
serra ly 1000 he retorned to Rom 
in July 1939 he returned to Rome and remained there until June 
he was trfereed to London ne chargé d'affaires ns 1o4Oe when 


20, Bubekr Agha—A powerful chief of the Pizhder (Kurdish) tribe of 
Qalah Dian (on the Lessor Zab River, north of aoa ne teen 
biovey id biggest in his wae with the Government, whether British or 
raqi, An able and most estimable man, who has been lik Tea 
who have had lose ental with im Bow vied 

jis rival for tribal influence is Abbas Mahmud Agha, who hy 
to be againat the Government. Both, however, visital Bagdad in October, 199 
and tet thee vay an aden oth Tran Goyeroment 

¢ behaved. well aftor the Traqr Government estab siden 
br the fae pate 1098." fis met eee ve 

m1 the outbreak of hostilities between Rashid Ali's rebel Government and 
tho British forces in May 1041, Babekt Agha, together with Sheikh Malneod ant 
many of the Sulaimani tribal ‘chiefs, planned revolt against the Goverument, 
Radhid Al régime was, however, overthrown before their plans could 
ateia 

‘He visited the ambassador in December 1941 and pl i 

always ander British guidance. at aa tha eo 


) 
| 


a 


90. Daud-al-Haidari—Sunni of Bagdad. Born about 1880. . Son of Ibra- 
him Effendi, ex-Sheikh-al-Islam. ‘The family comes from Arbil, where Tbrahim 
Effendi has 'a small property. Daud Pasha was a Deputy and an aide-de-camp 
to the Sultan Abdul Hamid. Speaks Turkish better than Arabic. He was ih 
Constantinople during the war, and retarned to Bagdad in 1921. Appointed, in 
October 1922, Amin-al-Umana (Chamberlain) in the King’s palace. Member for 
Arbil in the Constituent Assembly, March 1924, and Vice-President. Voted for. 
the treaty 1924. Hazb-al-Shab and opposed treaty of 1926. Minister for Justice 
under Taufiq Sawaidi, April-November 1929, Disliked and distrusted in Arbil. 

‘Re-elected to Chamber of Deputies (o represent Arbil in general election of 
1930, but has not held Cabinet appointment since Taufiq Suwaidi's Cabinet 
resigned in August 1929. In 1930 became lawyer for the British Oil Development 
Company in Bagdad, and has done quite well out of this work. Was not elected 
to the Chamber in the elections of 1034, : 5 

‘Appointed Iraqi Minister at Tehran in June 1941, Appointed Minister of 
‘ustice in February 1042, 

31. Daud-al-Sadi, Saiyid—Sunni of Bagdad. Born about 1887. Promi- 
nent extremist, Lawyer. Usually connected with all Nationalist agitations and 
intrigues. Elected to the Chamber for Hillah in August 1935, 

Appointed public prosecutor in August 1995 by Yasin-al-Hashii's Cabinet 
Resigned in December after Yasin's fall, m 

Elected to the Chamber for Kut in December 1937 and again in June 1930, 
Banished from Bagdad by Jamil-al-Madfai in December 1933, but returned as 
soon as Nuri-al-Said became Prime Minister, 

‘An active supporter of Rashid Ali in 1941, be fled to Persia at the end of 
May’after the collapse of Rashid Ali's rebellion, He was handed over to, the 
British military authorities by the Persian Government after tho entry of British 
forces into Persia in September 1941. Imprisoned at Ahwar and ihen sent to 
‘Southern, Rhodesia for internment. 

82. Fadhil Jamali Dr—Born Kadhimain 1902, Shiah. Educated at the 
American University of Beirut 1921-27. Columbia University, New York, 
1921-29, Wrote a thesis on education amoug the tribes for hie doctorate, On 
his return to Iraq he was appointed to the Ministry of Th 1983 he 
was made Director-General of Instruction, He hax a nal 
American methods and is a disciple of Mr. Dewy. ‘ : 

In early 1938 he wns invited by the Brit to vinit the United 
Kingdom to study British educational methods ‘well entertained and 
shown the best colleges and schools of all kinds, As a result he became far more 
favourably disposed towards British education 

“Although he posed ax pro-British and generally collaborated in a friendly 
manner with the Hmbacsy in developing the work of the Brith, Counc, 
‘cannot escape responsibility for the deplorable state of educati iq. He 
was determined to do. his ulmost to resist British influence and opposed the 


io school lines under British control. He was finally transferred from his 


Appointment of a British sdviser and the exablishment of « boarding school cn 
li 
feat ‘of director.general and appointed counsellor at. the Traqi Legation in 


ashington in January 1943, but at the end of May he was still in Bagdad 


hoping to contrive somehow to return to a post in Education, 


ment pr 


‘Commissioner's we 1024 | 

pointed rector of the AL-al-Bait Theological College, but lost this post in 1030 
‘whten the college was closed. In March 1082 he was expelled from Bagdad to 
Arbil on account of his subversive political activities, but was permitted to return 
to the capital a month later, Since then he has not been prominent in politics, 
but frequently contributes articles to the press in which he expounds Nationalist 
views. 

‘Appointed rector of the Al-al-Bait Theological College in 1997. Was placed 
‘on pension a year later. 

‘34. Paris Agha.—Chieftain of the Zibar tribo (Kurds), who lives at Huki in 
the Agra district. From the time of the British occupation of the Mosul liwa in 
1913-19 until 1923, he has a stormy record of hostility towards the authority of 
the Government. Since 1923 he has been quieter, though he and his tribesmen are 
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always a perpetual danger to the peace of the Agra district, and they lal 
unthorities have little real authority among his villages. He has an old feud with 
Ahmad of Barzan, whose territory lies adjacent to that of Faris on the opposite 
side of the Greater Zab River. Elected Deputy in February 1937, but lost his seat 
in the elections of June 


Hamdi Pachachi—Born about 1890, Sani of Bagdad. Belongs to 

i family, who sre one of the richest families of the city. He himself 

ble property in the town and also agricultural land outside in the liwa. 

n the early days of the creation of the Traqi State he had the reputation of being 

4 young bot-head and a leader of the extreme nationalists, Became Minister for 

Auqaf in June 1925 under Abdul Muhsin al Sadun, and resigned with the 

Cabinet in November 1926. After this he remained outside politics for many 

years but returned to public life as Minister for Social Affairs in Taha al 

Hashimi’s Cabinet in February 1941, He took no part in Rashid Ali's 

adventures in May 1941 and in November 1941 was elected President of the 
Chamber. He was re-elected to this position in November 1942 


M6. Hanna Khaiyot—Syrinn Catholic of Mosul. Born 1884. Medical 
diploma at Beirut and Paris, much medical and administrative experience and 
extremely able on both sides. "Head of the Mosul Hospital under the Goverament 
of Occupation. “Appointed Minister of Health 1921. When the Ministry was 
abolished in 1022 he accepted the post of Director of Medical Services. Speaks 
excellent French. Appointed Director-General in the Ministry for Foreign 
Aifairs October 1931. Appointed Tnspector-General of Health in'1933._ Became 
director of the Bagdad General Hospital and dean of the Royal Medical Coll 
in September 1844, Appointed Inspector General of Health September 105 
Inspector-General of the Ministry of Social Affairs in December 1999. 

Placed on pension at the end of 1940. Reappointed Director-General of the 
Ministry of Social Affairs and Director-General of Health in July 1941 

Appointed Director-General of Posts and Telegraphs in January 1943. 


37, Hikmat, Silainan—Sunni, Born 1886. Director of Education in 
Bagdad under the Turks. Also Assistant Governor. Member of €.U.P. Was in 
Constantinople at the timo of the eceupation, Retarned in Jannary 192i and was 
4 candidate for the Ministey of Education. Made Director of Posts in April 
1922 and Director-General of Posts and Telegeaphs in April 1923, Minister of 
Inferior in the second Sadan Cabinet. — Lost his seat in the Chamber in the 
general sletion of 1080, but became Minister for Interior jn March 1088 

eignod from Cabinet with Rashid Alt in October 1983, and from Chamber in 
November 1093, "He played au active part in organising intensive opposition to 
‘Ali Jaudat’s Cabinot jn the early months of 1985, bat refused office in the Cabinet 
formed by Yasin Pasha after Ali Jaudat’s fall. Paid a long visit to Turkey in 
tho summor of 1935 and returned full of praise for modern Turkish methods 
Tu the autumn of 1985 he was offered the portfolio of the Ministry of Justice, but 
id not accopt it, Is very influential in political circles, where his intelligence is 
much reapected. 

In Ootober 1996 he joined with BakF Sidqi in the plot which resulted in the 
sticcestful military revolt against Yasin-al-Hashimi’s Government, and upon 
Yasin’s resignation he became Primo Minister. He remained in’ office until 
August 1937 when, after the murder of Bakr Sidgi, he and his Cabinet resigned. 
{Asa Prime Minisier he was disappointing: His intentions were excellent, bat 
hin impatience with detail and administrative routine, coupled with the malign 
influence exercised by Bakr Sidqi over the Cabinet, prevented him from achieving 
anything of importance. 

‘A-well-mannered man of wide Liberal views. 

Tn 1098, though he took no active part. in politics, he was on the alert to keep 
Nuri-al-Said from returning to power. When Nuri-al-Said formed a Govern 
ment in December 1998, be sent meseages of goodwill to Hikmat and later alls 
were exchanged between Hikmat |. Nuri’s son. In spite of their 
reconciliation, he was arrested early in March 1939, tried by court-martial for 
treason and sentenced to death. ‘This was at the same time commuted to five 

* imprisonment. In the summer of 1939 he was removed to Solaimani, where 
fetwne intorned in a comfortable house 

Tn April 1941 was released hy Rashid Ali and allowed to go to Persia, where 
he remained throughout the May rebellion. He afterwards returned to Bagdad 
and gradually began to take part in social lie, 

Ho is now (1043) a flourishing farmer and apparently determined to give up 
politics altogether. 
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33 Husain Fausi-bin-Hassan—Sunni of Kurdish origin. Born in Bagdad 
in 1889, Entered the Military College in Istanbul and received a commission in 
the Turkish army in 1909. Joined the Iraqi army (artillery) in May 1022 
Promoted major 1925. He has passed the Senior Officers’ Course at Belgaum, 
India, and has twice been attached to units in England for training. Promoted 
lieutenant-colonel in 1920-and colonel in 1933. In 1934 he was appointed 
‘Commandant of the Staff School, Bagdad, and in February 1035 he was given the 
command of the Northern District. In August 1935 he became a brigadier, and 
in November 1936 he was made G.0.C fantry Division A. pleasant man 

h wanners. He speaks good English. He had nothing to do with the 
Tile revoll of October 1096._-After the murder of Bake Sidqy io August 1937 
he was appointed Chief of the General Stafl._ Relieved of bis appointment and 
placed on pension in February 1940 for interference in politics. 

30. Ibrahim Kamal—Sunni. Born 1805. Captain in the Shereefian army. 
A very good ollicer in the field, where he commanded a battalion, Wounded at 
the first battle of Maan. Legal olficer to.O.C,, Damascus, under Feisal's régime. 

fame to Iraq with Jamil-al-Madfai in 1919 making propaganda for the 
ficteefians., Was afterwarda at Dai, bat not kxiown to baye participated in 
‘Attack on Tall Afar. He was in Damascus in April 1921, but, subseqy 
returned to Traq, and was aaid to be engaged in inciting people against any form 
Gf British control. Was appointed cominandant of police, Bagdad on the resign 
tion of Abdul Latif Felahi, He did well in some ways and kept excellent 
discipline, but was removed after innumerable complaints of various kinds, After 
leaving the police be tok up the legal profession, Enlred Parlament os 8 
Nationalist, but later gave up politics for a well-paid and influential post in the 
Mindsry of Finance, “Since tn he has given no troable, Appointed Director 

ral of Customs and Excise in June 1934, 

Proved to bern very elfcient director, Tn Novermbor 1980, after Hikmat 
Sulaiman had had Rostam Haidar removed, Thrabi wax appointed 

rincipal private weretary to King Ghazi, Hewas not happy: in thin post for 

and in July 1037 reverted to the Customs Department a# Directo i 

‘Kigust 10837 be joined JauniL-al-Madfai’s Cabinet as Minister of Finance, 

Concluded convention for the south of Iraq with the Iraq Petroleum 
compet goed with whole Cabinet in December 1938 after the military coup made 

by NurivabSaid. 
airieied by court-martial in February 1940 far being an accwaory to the murder 
fam Flaidar and acquitted, y itn 

of asian Hae a ad Acting Moser of Jenene 
Cabinet formed by Jamil Madfai in June 1941, after the collapse of Raxhid Ali's 
Tebellion, A realist with strong views, he became dissatiafiod with the Govern 
front's weaksiess and yacillation in dealing with the removal of pro Nazi elements 
in the army and Administration and resigned from the Cabinet in September 
1941. 

Made a Senator in January 1943. 

40. Jafar, Abu Timman—Shiah of Bagdad, Born aboot 1885. Well 
educated, with a good deal of i ‘Nationaliet, he joined 
wwith ‘Yusaf Suwardi, Mabssmin jand and Ali Bazingan 


movements, es io. Commerce from 
April 1922 til rolonyed opposition 
to the terms of the treaty. ‘atani (Nationalist 
party), of which he became 

deported to Henjam, where ly 

he relapsed for a time into 

Nahdhah: Returned to pol 


the election of 1030, but remains “ 
par igned from the Nationalist pacty in declaring that he 
Party. Resignet {nom peliics vall there should be a change of heart among those 
jn public life. He returned to active politics in January 1985 and joined, with 
Yasin-al-Hashimi and Rashid Alj-al-Gilani in attacking Ali Jaudat’s Cabinet, 
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He did not, however, joit them in the Cabinet formed after the latter's 
Terigmation. “Elected president of the Bagdad Chamber of Commerce in November 
During the summer of 1096 he became an active critic of Yasin-al-Hashimi’s 
Administration and fed a deputation to Ring Ghazi to protest against the severity 
the measures, taken ‘by the ‘Government to suppress tribal disorders in 
jiwaniyah. In October, after Bakr Sidqi's successful mil 
Hikmat Suluiman’s Cabinet as Minister for Finanea 7 “TlH he Joined 
5 June 1957 he resigned ay a protest against the influence of Bakr Sidqi 
inet affairs, and the undue severity with which he considered that the 
ment were conducting punitive operations against the tribes in Samawa. 
Mado a Senator in February 1037, but lost his seat in the summer of the same 
year under article $1 of the Constitution. Since then he has withdrawn. from 
political life. 


41. Jafar Hamandi—Born 1894. At the time of the outbreak Uy 
1914 he was a school-teacher in Bagdad, After the war be grote tthe 
Bagdad Law School and was appointed to a junior judgeship in Kadhimain 
Later he was given an appointment in the Ministry of Justice. In 1930 he was 
transferred to the Ministry of the Interior and beeame katmakam of Najaf, then 
after serving in several other districts he was made Matessarif of Kut in 1936 
‘and was later transferred to the same post in Hilla p ter 
Ft EO Peat Silaiedin'y Vabinet in June 1937. Resigned in August 

97, wn September was aj d Direct General of tril in 
Ao plenbae he was appointed Director-General of tribal afar to 
pointed Mutessirif of Kut September ‘and transferred to Munt 
Febrty 109, to Kerk in Se tecter He. ne wrameerred to Manta 
‘ppointed Minister of Social Affairs in the Cabinet formed by Jamil Madfat 
in June 1041 after the of Rashid Ali's rebellion. Reet ‘ 
male Cabin (tn id pantie Ali’ bellion, Resigned with the 
ppointed Matessarif of Bagdad in December 1041 
re wae ee ink i in eth ho received a substantial grant of 
Jovernment land in the Hillah jiwa. Saleh Jahr ns Minister wt Fiore 
Prakiteecretrs Fay wa, Jabr as Ministor of Finance helped 


42, Julat BabanKurd of the Baban family. Born 1902. 

In the early days of British occupation he Was actively associated with 
extreme Nationalints and was deported to Henjam in 1920. Telensed in 1021 
{Appointed kaftoakam in 1023 and continued to serve in the civil adminiatration, 
holding the ponte of miutessarif in Naairiyah, Karbala and Arbil. until 
Novembor 1932, when ho hecamo Minister of Economies and  Cotnunication 
Naji Shaukat's Cabinet.” Hecame Minister for Defence under Hash) 
Ali-al-Gilani in March 1983. Resigned with the latter in October 1033, 
Appointed Minister for Education in February 1934, resigned with Jamil-al. 
Madfai's Cabinet. in August 1934, and was appointed Director-Ceueral of the 
iaieryof Finane in December 034. Transferred to be Director-General of 

1¢ Ministry of Economics and Communications D. 

Piroto. General of Finance jn Deventer 19g. 7 7. ane, 1985, Appointed 
in August joined Jamil-al-Madfai's Cabi inister 
Eeonomios and Communications. Made a Senator. Resigned from Cabiet $4 
‘May 1038 on account of insinuations made by his colleagues (not without reason) 
re she had ade & corrapt agreament Seth Government road contractor 

poi inister wnnications and Se Fes 
with whole Cabinet in Fobruar Pog sence o> ee 1008 Yeieaed 

Ppointed Minister of Communications and Works in the Cabinet of 
Jamil ae June 1941. Resigned with the rest of the Cabinet in 
overt estos of TOA and 1042 ho was Active in the Senate asa critic of 


43, Jamat Buban—A Kurdish lawyer. Born some 

as ana the Norcent Maer, Hor 100 Sere fr sae ine 
Slestion of 1928, Appointed Minister for Justice in Nuri Pasha's Cabinet March 
41990. Resigned with Nuri Pasha in October 1932. Reappointed Minister for 
Justice in Jamil Madfai's Cabinet in November 1933, ined his portfolio 


ibal-Madfai reformed his Cabinet in Fel roa 
the Ministry of Justice in Ali Jaudat's Cabinet print peg Regma 
with the whole Cabinet in February 1985, and in October joined the party 
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organised by Jamil-al-Madfai to oppose Yasin Pasha. Owed his continued 
presence in suocessive Cabinets perhaps more to the tradition that each Cabinet 
ust have one Kurd than to his personal abilities. 

Returned for Arbil in the elections of June 1090. 

After practising as an advocate returned to public life again by bis appoint, 
ment as Minister of Social Affairs in the Cabinet formed by Nuri-al-Said in 
October 1941 ' 

Resigned in October 1942 and began practising again as an advocate. 


44. Jamil-al-Rawi—A Bagdadi; born 1892, officer in the Turkish army. 
Served in the Shereefian forces during the Arab revolt, Chief aido-de-camp toKing 
Ali in Jedda, and came to Iraq with His Majesty after Thu Saud’s conquest of the 
HcjasElesied Depaty for Dulaim in the geeral election of 1938, came vice 

resident of the Taqaddum party and Vice-President of the Chamber of Deputies 
Minister for Communications and Works in Nuri Pasha’s Cabinet formed in 
March 1930. Became Minister for Defence in January 1931, but lost his portfolio 

Nuri Pasha reformed his Cabinet in October 1931. Appointed Mutessarif 

‘irkuk July 1982, Transferred to Kut in October 1935. His services were 
dispensed with by the Hashimi Cabinet in March 1936, In December 1938 ho 
‘was in Jerusalem and in touch with the Grand Mufti and the Arab movemen 

Palestine Appointed Traqi Chargé d” Affaires in Jedda September 1939. 

‘Appointed consul-general at Jerusalem in July 1941. Withdrawn in tho 

autumn of 1941 and was appointed Iraqi Minister at Jeddah in December 1942. 


45, Jamil-al-Mad/ai—Of Mosul, born about 1886, Led the party which in 
Jane 1920 came fro Dair and called upon the tribes to rive against the British 
jn the name of tho Shereef. Entered Tall Afar after the murder of Captain 

tuart, which he had instigated. Styled himself leader of the Northern Mesopo- 
amian army. On the approach of British treops from Mosul returned to Dait. 
Returned to Iraq 1828." Soon after, appointed mulessarif aud saw service in 8 
number of different liwas. Appointed Minister for the Interior under Nuri Pasha 
in March 1931, Became President of the Chamber in December 1930, following 
far Pasha's resignation. Resigned October 1981, at the same time resigning 
‘rom Nuri Pasha's party as a protest against the high-handed actions of Muzahimn 
Hog Al Pachachi, then Minister for the Interior. Composed his quarrel with 
Nuri Pasha in November and was re-clected President of the Chamber on the 
‘80th November. Again elected President in November 1982 and. March 1933, 
Became Prime Minister in November 1983. Tosigned in February. 194, but 
resumed oie with a reformed Cabinet about ten days later. Resigied again 
‘August 1934, but accepted portfolio of Defence in Cabinet which wax then formed 
hy Ali Jaudat, Became Primo Minister in March 1935, bt. was forced to resign 
by Yasin Pasha's agitation in the Euphrates after bein in olice for only twelve 
days, In October 1935 revived the party of National Unity as an opposition to 
Yasin Pasha's Cabinet, but received little support. Declined an invitation to 
join the Cabinet formed by Hikmat Sulaiman in October 1936, In the winter 
‘of 1936-37 he went to the Yemen to obtain the adhesion of the Imam to the Pact 
of Arab Brotherhood, signed by Sandi Arabia and Iraq in April 1936, and in 
August 1997, after the resignation of Hikmat Sulaiman's Cabinet, he became 
Prime Minister. 

‘He lacks administrative ability, but is a figure in the political world. Ts 
generally popular because he expresses his opinion in an honest, downright 
mau 


er. 

‘Throughout 1938 he held his Cabinet together and carried on the govern- 
‘ment of the country in difficult circumstances with success. Forced to resign on 
the 25th December, 1938, by a military demonstration organised by Husain Fauzi 
the Chief of the General Staff, and Taha-al-Hlashimi in favour of Nuri-al-Sai 
Continues to enjoy considerable political influence: 

‘When Rashid Ali seized power by a coup d’ Btat at the beginning of April 
1941, Jamil Madfai fled to Basra, where be dane the Regent. Both narrowly 
escaped capture by the Iraqi rebel troops and took refuge on a British warship, 
Thence they were flown ta Palestine, where Jamil Madfai remained during 
Rashid Ali's rebellion of May. He retarned to Iraq with the Regent. on the 
collapse of the rebellion, and after considerable hesitation was persuaded to form 
@ Cabinet. Faced with the difficult task of restoring public confidence and 
security, he showed that he had lost bis former resolution and energy, An 
ageing man, susceptible to the intervention of others, be inclined towards a 
Paley of appeasement snd refrained from drastic action against the pro-Nazi 
Clements. ‘in these limits, however, he co-operated loyally with His 
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Majesty's Governtient, and duting the four months 6f his premiership con- 
ditions in Traq were largely restored to-normal. Feeling unable, however, 10 
carey out the policy of strong action which was pressed on him from tany sides, 
Jamil Madfai, together with the whole Cabinet, resigned in October 1941 

Since then he has been active in the Senate. In March-April 143. he 
Visited Syria, Transjordan and Egypt at the request of Nuri Said to canvass 
support for the idea of an Arab congress to plan the closer anion of all Arab 
States, He met with little success but was pleased to have had an opportunity to 
‘maintain bis part as a veteran of the Pan-Arab movement 


40. Jamil-al-Wadi—Sanni of Bagdad, Brother of Hamid-al-Wadi, aide- 
de-camp to the Amir Abdullah, and Shakir-al-Wadi, formerly aide-de-camp to 
the late King Reisal 

‘Appointed a judge in 1923 and became director of the Land Registry Depart 
ment (Tapu) in 1981 

Appointed Minister for Justice November 1932 Resigned with Cabinet in 
March 193. Appointed Director-General of State Domains Lands (in the 
Ministey of Finance) October 1083, Returned to the Ministry of Justice in June 
1954 per of the Court of Cassation, and a month Tater was appointed 
Chief Public Prosecutor. Appointed Director-General of Posts and Telegraphs 
in April 1938. 

‘Appointed principal private socretary in the Palace in July 1937, but lost 
thin post when Hikmat Sulaiman’s Cabinet fell, and was passed into obscurity 
‘ax ant inapector in the Ministry of Justice. 

Appointed Director-General of Tapu in January 1938, and of Land Settle- 
ment: in Augut 19:10 when the latter Department was amalgamated with Tap, 

4g ltd Settlement was taken away from him in the autumn of 1941 Dishonest 
and corrupt, 


47. Kamit ChadirjimSunni, born Bagdad, 1901, brother of Ranf Chadirji 
Hin sinter ix the wife of Mabmod Subbi-al-Daftari, Kduoated locally aid 
iadmted at the Law School. “For a short time held a minor pont in the 
Ministry of Finance, but soon gave up the civil service for journalism and 
political agitation. In 1980 he was editor of AZ Zkha-al-Watan, and hix paper 
was suppressed for its attacks ou Nuri Said's Government. He later edited 
AU Akhbar, which suffered the samo fate ax Al Ieha-al-Watani, In May 1934 
he was convicted and fined £20 for publishing false news in a third newspaper, 
Sawt-al-A hali, of which he was the responsible editor. In September of the same 
Year he was arrested and charged with the pablication of pamphlets attacking 
‘King Ghazi, but he was reten few days later as there was no evidence against 
him: He holds left wing views on social and political questions. He was 
appointed: Minister for Economics and Communications in the Cabinet. formed 
hy Hikmnat Sulaiman in October 1936 

He resigned in June 1987 on account of his dixapproval of the Cabinet's 
policy on the Euphrates and left the conntey for several months. 

Returned in the autumn af 1997 nnd'koon began to encourage commanistio 
Propaganda, He supporte the maderate group among the “* Communist 
raq and is the controller of the left-wing daily Al A hati, 


48. Khalid Sulaiman—Brother of Hikmat Solaiman (g.0). Born 1877, 
Returned in 1926 from Constantinople, whore he had spent moet of his life in 
commerce Was Minister for Education under ‘Tanfiq Suwaidi in 2 

Tn the reshoftle of portfolios which followed Abul Mubsin Beg's suicide i 
November 1929, Khalid Beg was made Minister for Irrigation and Agriculture 
under Naji Pasha Suwaida. A. pleasant, honest and likeable man, bat has no 
influonce in politics. Appointed Director-General, Public Works Department, 
January 1932. Transferred to be Director-General of Posts and Telegrapbs in 
September 1984. “Appointed Iraqi Minister at Tehran March 1035, 

Retired in March 1939 and now lives om his pension. 


49, Khalid Zakawi—Sunni, Horn 1889, Entered. Military College at 
Constantinople in 1903; “Served in the Turkish army until 124. “Joined Iraq 
‘and was appointed aide-de-camp to the Tate King Faisal I. Promoted to 
uel in. 1931 and appointed Commandant of the Military College. Went to 
afl College, Camberley, in 1924 ans. on his return wa sade a brigadier and 

it 


appointed Director of Military Operations. Hecame O.C., LAF, in. 1830. 
Appointed Director of Army Administration in 1937, Placed on pension in 


a 


February 1939, Appointed Mutessarif of Kut in October 1939, After the 
collapse of Rashid Ali's rebellion in May 1941 became Mutessarif of Bagdad, 
but was relieved of his appointment in June. 

‘Appointed Iraqi Minister at Kabul in November 1942. 

50, Khalil Trmail—Sunni of Bagdad. Born 1903. Graduate of Law 
College, Bagdad. Held various positions under the Ministry of the Interior 
1925-33. Appointed Secretary to the Cabinet 1982, Director-General of 
Ministry of Interior 1935. Director-General of Education 1936, Pleasant, 
reasonable, speaks English well 

Appointed Director-General in the Ministry for Foreign Affairs in August 
1937, but in October he was sent to be Mutessarif of Amaral 

Director-General of Ministry of the Interior September 1038, 

Appointed Director-General of Awgaf in 1940, Appointed Director- 
General of Census in October 1941 

‘Appointed Director-General of Revenues in December 1942, 

51, Khushabo, Malik—Assyrian chieftain of the Lower ‘Tiari tril 
about 55. Presbyterian, and generally in disagreement with Mar Shimun. Well 
educated by American missionaries at Urumia. A striking personality with a 

record as fighter and leader. Supported the Iraqi Government in their 
slfrta to sette the Assyrian satisfactorily in Iraq and thereby incurred the hitter 
enmity of Mar Shimun. Many of his followers were, however, quite innocently 
massacred in August 1933 in spite of their friendly attitude towards the Traqi 
Government. He desires to leave Iraq, but does not wish to be resettled in the 
same place as Mar Shimun, 

Since hope of moving all the Assyrians from Iraq has been abandoned, Malik 
Kbushaba bas settled down to a quiet life in his village. 


52, Mahmud Subhi Da/tari—Sunni of Bagdad. Lawyer. Born 1800, Went 
with his father to Constantinople during the occupation and returned in 1910, 
Appointed Amin-al-Asimab (Mayor of Hagdadh April 1990, but was dismixsed 
in September 1931. Appointed principal of the Law School November 1981, but 
fesigned immediately afver his appointment. Became Director-General of Tapa 
December 1932 and Aminal-Asiinah October 1933. ‘Transferred to tho Ministry 
of the Laterior as Director.General of Municipalities in November 1996. He soon 

Ned with Arshad-al-Umari, the Amin-al-Aviront, and resigned. He was 
nator in October 1937, r 
jeasant, well intentioned and noticeably more moderate in polities than in 
bis earlier days. 
ter of Justice in Cabinet formed by NurialSaid in December 
jon to his entertaining than to hin official duties, 
Resigned February 1940 with whole Cabinet. 
lade a Senator in 1940, 
He takes an active part in debates and hopes some day to return to office 


58, Mahrut-bin-Hadhdhal, Shaikh—Chiet of the Amarat, Anaiza (Arab) 
tribe of Iraq, He succeeded his father in 1927. Born about 1890. Tutensely 
proud, but wiser than be appears to be. He hs endeavoured to maintain good 
Telations with the Iraqi Government, though the Nationalist element in Bagdad 
regard him with some suspicion on account of his father’s close friendship with 
the British. His tribal area is from the Euphrates southwards to the Nejd 
border. 

Tle obtained a good contract for the supply of labour on the Haifa-Bagd 
road io 1940.” ‘Daring Rashid Ali's retellion in May 1041 he Jost contzl of i 
{ribe, parties of which attacked and looted sume of the road camps. 


DA Mahmud, Shaikh—OF the family of Barzinja Sayyidis He has 
inherited from his father and grandfather great tribal and religious influoncy 
throughout Southern Kurdistan. He was made Hukumdar of Suleimani in 1918, 
shortly after the British occupation, Tn June 1919 he revolted against British 
Authority, was wounded and deported to Henja Island in the Persian Gulf. 
‘Ho was reinstalled as Hukumdar of Suleimani in 1022. after the Turks had for 
the British political officers there to withdraw. In 1023 armed action had to be 
taken against him to check his endeavours to establish his influence in the Kirkuk 
and Arhil Provinces. Saleimani was reoocapied in 1924, but Sheikh Mahinad was 
hot brought to terms until 1927. These were that he was to abstain from politics 
{and live outside Iraq in one of his Persian villages close to the border. He chose 
Piran and stayed there quietly until 1930, when an outbreak of Kurdish 
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Nationalist feeling: in Suleimani again tempted him into the political arena. 
Ae and ground forces had again 10 be sent against hit and ob tie aise Noy 
he surrendered at Panjwin. He was granted an allowance and sent to live at 
Hilla. “From there he was later removed to Ramadi, and in the summer of 1933 
he was permitted to take a house in Bagdad. He receives an allowance of 
900 rupees a month from, the Iraq Government. He has three sous, Rauf, Baba Ali 
and Latif. Rauf is quiet and industrious and is a student in the Law Col 
Elected Deputy, for Sulaiman in December 1038 and again ; 
Baba Ali, after completing his secondary schooling at Victoria College in 
ia i Come, kg econdaryvoling at Victoria Calo te 
economy. On his return in 1938 he was given employment in the railways. Latif 
{s tho pet of his father, and will follow closely in his footsteps, if he has a chance 
wo do so, 

His properties in Sulaimani were contisc 3 ¥ Speci 
Act of Parliament in December 1958 ate tan wee eas 

owards the end of May 1941, during Rashid Ali's rebellion, Shai 
Mahmud escaped from Bagdad, and ‘in company with Abbas +Salim, irother 
Of Babee Agha (=) he raised a tribal force to attack Sulaimant with the 
‘of ejecting Rashid Als olfcinls. Before their plans could mater 
Rashid Ali’s rebellion collapsed and most ot 


eid to disperse his followers 
in Bareian.. His youngest 
to keep him out of mischiof pines eget red 


56, Mar Shimun—Eshai, Mar Shimun, Patriarch of the Amyriana 
(Catholicos ofthe Charch ia tbe Kang, et? Patriarch ofthe Amyrian 
Bort about 1900, 


lowance was stopped by 
the propaganda w 


time in London. 
Tn 1939 he was granted British naturalisation and went to live in Cyprus. 
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is no administrator, but he kept things quiet at the time of the exodus of the 
mujtahids. An impulsive man, who allows his pan-Arab sentiment to rule his 
actions. He was bitterly hostile to the Cabinet formed by Hikmat Sulaiman in 
October 1937 after Bakr Sidqi's coup d’ Etat and openly condemned the murder of 
Jafar Pasha. In February 1937 an attempt was made to assassinate him and 
three of Bakr Sidqi’s aides-de-camp were suspected. Maulud then went to live in 

i, but returned soon after Bakr Sidqi’s murder in August 1987. Has been 
a Senator since 1925. 

He was elected president of the Chamber in December 1987 

Attended the Arab Parliamentary Conference on Palestine arranged by 
Alubba Pasha in Cairo in the summer of 1933 

Re-elected President of the Chamber November 1938 and again in June and 
November 1939. Was not re-elected in Novernber 1941 

In recent years his drunkenness fias increased and discredited him, 


57, Munffag-al-Alousi 
Bagdad. He is a graduate of the Sorbonne whence he returned to Bagdad 
40. Was appointed a profesor in the law achool and afterwards jn, 19 
Director-General Ministry for Foreign Affairs. Two years Inter ho 
quarrelled with the Minister, Abdallah Daminji, and withdrew to Beirut. In 
4031 he accompanied Nuri Vasha to Mocca to neyotite the Traq-Nojd “on 
Voisinage”” Agreement, In the autumn of 1982 he went again to Mecoa, this 
time to take up a post’as judicial adviser to King Abdul Azziz-al-Sand, He 
remained in Arabia for about a year and then returned to Bagdad. In May 1034 
he was appointed first secretary in the Iraqi Legation in Tehran, ‘Tranaforred 
to be consul at Beirut in May 1985. Appointed consul-general_ at Bombay 
December 1936. Distaissed from the Foreign Sorvice in November 1937 

Remained in Syria until January 1989 when he returned to Lraq. Returned 
to the Foreign Service in Febroary 1539 and posted to Paris as chargé d'affaires 
‘Transferred to be consul-general at Damascus June 1939. 

‘Transferred to Istanbul as. consnl-general in July 1941. Recalled in 
November. A heavy drinker, with unsavoury habits, he ix not a good convular 
‘llicer andl is suspected of pro-Nazi sympathies. 

He was dismissed in April 1943 for insubordination and in the early summer 
‘was seeking official employment in Saudi Arabia. 


58, Muhamead Ali Mahmud—Sunni, Born 1895. A lawyer who hax verved 
in many posts under the Ministry of Justice, including that of Dire neral 
of the Ministry, Director-General of Tapu and judge of the Court of Appeal, 
Elected to the Chamber as Deputy for Bagdad in 1085 and for Ari in 1036, 
Has twice been elected Vice-President of the Chamber and. held the post of 
chairman of the Finance Committee in 1987. Appointed Minister of Finance in 
Hikmat Sulaiman's reformed Cabinet in Juno 1987, He resigned in Augunt 1937 
‘with the whole Cabinet, 

Klocted Deputy for Arbil December 1987 but lost his seat in June 1939. 

Appointed Minister of Communications and Works in the Cabinet formed 
hy Rashid Ali itv April 1941. On the collapse of Rashid Ali's rebellion at 1 
end of May 1041, he fled to Persia and was handed over by the Persian Gover 
‘ment to the British military authorities in September 1941. Imprisoned at 
Ahvweaz and subsequently sent to Southern Rhodesia to be interned. 


59, Muhammad Amin Zaki—A Kurd of Sulaimani, Born 1880. Well 
educated and speaks French, German and English. “Formerly staff officer in 
‘Turkish army. Was made Minister for Communications and Works in November 
1926, and subsequently held the portfolios of Education and Defence. Exerted 
little influence in the Cabinets in which he has held office. His policy is to try to 
plete the Kurds by supporting Kurdish Nationalists withoot compromising hie 
position with the Arabs. Lost his seat in the Chamber in the general election of 
1930, Again Minister for Economics and Communications July 1981. Resi 
October 1932. Appointed Director-General of Economics and Communications 
March 1933, but became unemployed when this past was abolished in September 
1984, Became Minister for Economics and Communications in March 1935 in 
Yasin Pasha's Cabinet. Resigned when the Cabinet fell in October 1938, 

Elected Deputy for Sulaiman in December 1997 and again in June 1999, 
Became Minister for Economics in March 1940 in Rashid Ali's third Cabinet. 

Resigned in July 1940 on account of severe illness, 

Appointed Minister of Communications and Works in the Cabinet formed 
ty Nural Said October 1941.” Resigned’ fn February, 3042 on actonnt of 

health. 
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60, Mukammad Husain Kashif-al-Ghata (Saiyid)—Shinh Alim of Najaf. 
One of the few Arab Divines of importance. 

Attended the Moslem Conference at Jerusalem in 1931 as Iraqi delegate. 
Visited Persia on a prolonged tour in the summer of 1933, and returned to Lra 
in February 1934. In the spring of 1985 he took a prominent part in the tribal 

Euphrates, and gave his full support to the tribes which took 
up arms a Pasha's He hoped to persuade them to make 
‘united front with the Ulama in an attempt to force on the Government a series 
of sectarian demands intended to secure for the Shiah community a greater share 
in the government of the country, He was only partially successful and, after the 
defeat of the tribes by the army, he wisely withdrew to silence in the abrines 
of Najat 

Deckired a jihad for Palestine in the summer of 1938. 

In 1989 it was suspected that be bad accepted money from the German 
Legation to foster anti-British feeling. 

Tasued a fatwa against the British during Rashid Alis rebellion in May 
1041. His nephew, Ahsmad Kasbif-sl-Ghata, actively supported Rashid Afi 
and was interned in Augnst 1941 at 


61, Muhammad Ridho-alShabibi—Sbiah of Bagdad, born about 1880. 
Belongs to a well-known family. Member of Constituent Assembly and Minister 
for Education in Yasin Pasha's Cabinet in 1924. Again given the portfolio of 
Education in the Cabinet formed by Yasin Pasha in March 1095. His reactionary 
views soon brought him into conflict with his colleagues and with the chief 
Permanent oficals of hi Ministry, and he feigned in September 1095, Ie 
became President of the Senate, February 1937, and was reappointed Minister for 
education in Jamital-Madfai's Cabinet in Atigust 1987. fhe ta president of the 
Bagdad branch of the Pen Club and has a considerable repatation ax a man of 
otters, Resigned with Jamil-al-Madfat in December 1938, 

‘Appointed Minister of Education in the Cabinet formed by Jamil-al-Madfai 
in June 1941, Resigned with the rest of the Cabinet in October 1941 

Appointod to the Board of Education created im April 13, 


Horn about: 1898, 





































During th premiership of Yasin-al Hashim he was not allowed to agitate, 
bt when Hikmat Sulaiman came into ofce in October 1990 Muhammad Salib 


December 1987, when he was released. Little rd of him, 


63. Muhammad-al Sadr, Sayyid.—Born about 1885. An influential 
divine of Kadhimain. Was a violent Nationalist in the early days of the British 
occtypation, and played a prominent part in the insurrection of 1920. He fled 
to Syria when the insurrection was put down, but returned with the Amir Feisal 
in June 1921. ‘Took an active part in the anti-mandate controversy of 1922, but 
After the proclamation of the Constitution in 1924 greatly modibed his views 
Appointed a Senator in 1925, and elected President of the Senate in 1929. He 
hhas subsequently been re-elected to this position at each new session, until 
Fohrunry 1987, when Ridha-al-Shabibiwns elected instead. He was re-elected 
President of the Sevate in December 1987 and again in December 1938, Juve 1030 
and Novernber 19539 























Re-clected President of the Senate in November 1941 and November 1942. 
A dignified and picturesque. personality. 

4 Musa Shabandar—Bagdadi Sunni, born 1599. 
fag tam of Mahmud Shabandar, a wealthy land and property owner of 
Raya 


‘Went to Berlin soon after the armistice, and lived in Europe, mostly in 
Zurioh and Berlin, until the autumn of 1932, when he returned to Bagdad. 

Tn January. 1988 he was appointed secretary of the permanent Iraqi delega 
tion at the League of Nations, 
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Speake English, French and German, Appointed first secretary to the Iraqi 
Legation in Berlin in October 1935. 

Early in 1937 he was accused of giving certificates of export to Iraq for 
munitions destined for Spain and recalled to Bagdad, where he wax placed under 
arrest. In December proceedings against him were dropped and it seems doubtful 
Whether there was ever any real evidence against. him. Elected Deputy for 
Amarah, December 1937. 

‘Lost his seat in June 1939, Reappointed to the Diplomatic Service in Jt 
1939 and sent as Chargé d’ Affaires to Berlin. Returned to Bagdad October 19: 
ans was appointed Assistant Director-General in the Ministry for Forei 
‘tare 

Appointed Minister for Foreign Affairs in the unconstitutional Cabinet 
formed by Rashid Ali in April 1941. His polished and friendly manner hid a 
close and sinister co-operation with Rashid Ali in his pro-Nazi intrigues. On 
the collapse of Thi Als rebellion in May 1941, be fled to Persia and wos 
handed over to the British military authorities in September 1041, Imprisoned 
at Ahwaz and thence sent to Southern Rhodesia for internment. 

65. Musahim-al-Amin Pachahji—Sunni of Bagdad. Born 1888, a lawyer. 
Elected Deputy for Hillah in the Constituent Assembly, March 1924, and sat in 
the first Chamber in 1925. Minister of Communications and Works in the 
Hashimi Cabinet, August 1924, In 1927, while in London, he mado a close study 
of British politics. Itecalled to Bagdad in February 1928 and joined the active 
Nationalists. His ideas wecmed to be tinged with communis. Was prominent 
ManttZlonist Manifestations in summer of 1020." Became Minister of Keouoenicn 
inl, ahortiy after, Minixter of the Interior, 
iexpootedly gave satisfaction to hin Br visors, Resigned 
M1 on account of a difference with his coll es regarding his 
disminaal of tho Ain-al-Asimah, ‘Towards the end of May 1032 he was charged 
With compitcity in the eiealation of scurelous anonymous fetter, making alles 

inagatnst the personal honour of the King, Resigned his reat in the Chamnbor 

‘waa committed for trial with four others by Bagdad magistrato’s court 

Acquit! ‘October 1932. In October 1934 he was aR" ited Minister at Rome 
id pern nt delegate at Geneva, In November 1035 he was relieved of his 
ice at Geneva. Appointed Minister at Paris in July 1030, 

‘in France na Minister to the Vichy Government after the collapse 

1940. Recalled in November 1941, when i) novered relations with 

the Vichy Government, but did not return to Traq. In 1943. be appeared to be 

living in Rome, 

86, Mustafa-ol-Lmari—Sunni of the Umnari family of Mosul. Born 1803 
Graduated in Law School in ye just before the war, Served ax an officer in 
the Turkish forces fighting in Mesopotamia during the war and was made a 
prisoner just before the fall of Bagdad. Returned to Iraq after the armistice 
and entered Government service, Since then he has served in the Wagf Depart 
ment and in the Ministries of Finance and Interior. His posts included the 
following : kaimakam in several districts, Accountant General, Director-General 
‘of the Ministry of the Interior and mutessarif in a number of liwas, In 1936 
he was appointed Matesarif of the Muntaf liva and in June 1887 be joined 
Tilonat Sulaiman's Cabinet as Minister of the Interior. “He tetained this port 
folio in the Cabinet formed by Jamil Madfai in August 1! 

During the first half of 1938 he acquired # reputation for taking large 
bribes, and, though no allegations were proved, the Prime Minister thought it 
well to transfer him to another Ministry. Tle accordingly went to Justice in 
October 1938, In December 1938 he resigned with the whole of Jamil-al-Madfai's 
Cabinet after the military demonstration organised by Husain Fauzi and Taba. 
al-Hashimi in favour of Nuri-al-Said. He is a Senator. 

\ppointed Minister of Interior in the Cabinet formed. by Jamil-al-Madfai 
in June 1041. Resigned with the rest of the Cabinet. in October 1941. Since 
then he has been a prominent speaker in the debates of the Senate, 

67. Dr, Noji-al-Asil—Bagdadi, born 1895, First became prominent in 1922 
as semi-official Hashimite representative in London. Continued to represent 
Hashinite interests in London ntl final congoest of che Hej by Th Sad 
Dr. Naji then became destitute in England, and was deported to Irag in October 
1925. Yn ‘Traq he was soon employed under the Ministry of Defence in the Traqi 
Military Medical Service. Appointed Iraqi Consul-General and Chargéd' Affaires 
in Jedda in August 1931. Returned to Bagdad in June 1932 to be present during 
the visit of the Amir Feiaal, son of King Abdul Azir-al-Sand. Appointed consul, 
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Mohammerah, October 1932. Avting Director-General in the Ministry for 
Appointed counsellor in the Legation at Tehran, 


A’pleasant man of considerable intelligence. He nov (1943) lives in complete 
retirement and has little prospect of re-employment 


Naji Shaukat —Sanni of Bagdad, born 1891. Stuiied in Constantinople 
ea reserve oficer. Joined the Sharif and was at Aqabah with Colonel 
Lawrence, for whom he has a greet admiration. “Returned to Bagdad in 1919 
Early in 1921 he was given an appointment under the Mutessarif of Bagdad, and 
subsequently became mutessarif. "He showed considerable administrative ability, 
and maintained cordial relations with his British advisers. He was appointed 
Mutessarif of Kut ia October 1922, of Hillab in 1023, and of Bagdad in 1024 
inister for Interior, June 1928, Minister for Justice, September 1929, and 
verted to Interior in the changes which followed. Aidal” Mubs 
Appointed Iraqi Minister at Angora in September 1930, Recalled to Bagdad in 
October 1881 to take up portlolio of Interior. Became Prime Minister in 
Novernber 1932" Reseived the Order of Grand Offer of the Crown of Italy in 
January 1038. Resigned premiership, March 1983.” Minister for the Tntetior 
in November 193, resigned February 1994. Again appointed Minister at Angora 
April 1934. He accompanied Tnnfiq Rasta, Aras, the Turkish Ministor: for 
Foreign Affairs, on his ollcial vist to Bagdad in the summer of 1037, and was 
thon offered a Cabinet post in Hikmat Sulaiman’s Government. He declined 
twchuso of his objection fo Bake Sidqi’s infvence 
Became Minister of the Interior in the Cabinet formed by Nurisal-Said in 
December 1988, bat resigned in April 1099," Deputy for Bagdad in the elections 
of June 1989, 
Became Minister for J Rashid Ali's Cabinet ia March 1940, 
After the collapse of Erance, he became a e of reinsuring with 
the Axia, With Teashid Alt approval he w bul in September: 1940 
to establish contact. with th Ambassador, Horr von. Papen. Tt was 
perhaps mare than a eoinc just before hia return to Tea, toward the 
nd of October 1940, the local Arabi press published the official Axts daclaration 
fof wympathy-with Arab aspira dh that Just after his return the reseimption 
or diet wrap communication eaween Traq ad Germany and Ttly wae 
ie revigned January 1941 bat wae appointed M 
matitational Cabinet formed by Rashid Ali in Api During 
ik All's rebalion in May 1941 he went to Turkey to try and enlist Turkish 
nuipport for Rashid Al's cause. Afr the collapee of the rebellion he remained 
key, He wns tried tn absentia by court martial and a 
venta imprisonment 
Tn 142 he found hie way to Bi J moved between 
receiving a Minister's salary from the Reich Government 
thant. he hd taken up his residence in Rome, where he was in toach with the 
ox Mufti of Palestine 


69, Nadhif Shawi—Born Bagdad about 1800. Educated in Military 
College, Constantinople, and the Turkish Staff College. Served in Turkish army 
until the end of the war 144-1918, Tle joined King Feisal's army io Syria and 
fought at Maisalun, where Feisal wns defeated by the French. He then returned 
to Bagdad and for ome years was employed asa teacher in the secondary schools 
During this period he graduated at the Bagdad Law Colloge. He later returned 
to the army and was given rank ax a senior captain, In 1985 he attended army 
manouyres in England. On his retarn he was made Commandant of the Iraqi 
Staff College. After two years in this post he was promoted brigadier and 
appointed Assistant Chief of General Staff. He was placed on pension in 1999 and 
‘became Minister of Defence in the Cabinet formed by Jamil Madfai in June 1941 
aftor the flight of Rashid Ali to Persia. He made a pleasant if colourless 
Minister and resigned with the whole Cabinet in early October 1941 
70. Najib-al-Rawi—Born about 1896. Sunni of Bagdad. Brother of 
Ahmad-al-Rawi, Married to a sister of Mme. Hikmat Sulaiman. Has for many 
eats practised successfully as a lawyer and in 1042 was elected President of the 
Taw dociety- In 1040 be was suspected of being in ton close intimacy with the 
ex Mufti of Palestine (then a fugitive in Iraq) and with the Italian Minister 


Ho was careful, however, to avoid becoming involved in Rashid Ali's coup d'Btat 
in 1941 

Sleek and mondain, he is a prominent figure in upper class social life in 
Bagdad, 

TL Nasrat-al-Farisi—Lawyer of Bagdad, born about. 1890. In the early 
days of the Iragi Government he held somewhat extreme Nationalist views, whic 
he voiced as a Deputy in the Chamber. Was later given an appointment in the 
Ministry of Justice where he served diligently for a number of fears. 


Minister for Finance, November 1992. Resigned with Naji Beg Shavkat 
infed Minister for Finance in Jamil Beg Al Madfai 


igned in February 1934. Appointed Director- 
General of the Ministry for Foreign Affairs in April 1935. Appointed Iraqi 
delegate at Geneva in June 1997. 

Steady and intelligent, but inclined to be obstructive. 

‘Was relieved of this appointment in the summer of 1038 when it was decided 
to withdraw the Iraqi delegation from Geneva. He then returned to the Bar. 

Appointed Minister of Economics in the Cabinet formed by Jamil-al-Madfai 
in June 1941. Resigned with the rest of the Cabinet in October 1941 

Appointed Traqi Minister at Angora in April 1943. 


72. Nishat-al-Sanawi—Sunni of Bagdad, born 1308, Studied in the Sehoo! 
of ILaw, Constantinople. He was in Bagdad before the occupation, went to Mosul 
with the Turks, and was employed in various capacities there, Returned after the 
armistice and took service under the British Administration, Was appointed 
Director of the Law School when it was reopened in 1919; criminal magistrate, 
February 1922; judge in the Court of Appeal, March 192%. Amin-al-Asimah, 
Bagdad, 1925-30. Appointed Director-General in the Ministry of the Interior in 
April 1930, and became Principal of the Law School, Kebruary 1931. 
Reappointed Director-General in the Ministry of the Tuterior, November 1031, 
Appointed Administrative Impector, November 1088. Became Director General 
of Municipalitics in June 1989, 

Appointed Chief Finance Inspector, May 1936, Placed’ on pension about 
end of 1938, 


73. Nuri-al-Said—Sunni of Bagdad, born 1888, son of an accountant of 
Mosul descent. Educated in Constantinople, speaks Turkish, German, French and 
Served in Balkan War, He was ope of the founders of the Ahd in 1913, 

and came from Constantinople to Lraq in order to start branches there, He waa it 
Basta at the time of the occupation ax a patient in the American hospital: 
joined the Arab army in the Hejaz in June 1916, and commanded the troops till 
the arrival of Jafar Pasha (his brother-in-law): served as C.G.8. till the fall 
of Damascus. “A. good strategist very receptive of ideas, clever, hard-working, 
rash and hot-headed under fire. A modernist with an exceptionally alert intelli 
mee. Was awarded the DSO, 1917 and the CALG. 1919, and accompanied 
feisal in London, Paris and Syria in 1919 and 1620, “He always wished for a 
reasonable rapprochement between the French and the Arabs, and dissuaded 
King Feisal from offering resistance to the French on the ground that he could 
not hope for support fram the British. When the break came in July 1920 he 
went with Feisal to England. Returned to Bagdad in February 1921 and took 
charge of the Ministry of Dofence during the absence of Jafar Pasha at the 
Cairo Conference. On his return he became C.G.S. and Director-General of 
Police, and held these appointments till October 1922, Acting Minister of 
Defence from November 1022 to November 1923. Held the same portfolio. in 
Jafar Pasba’s Cabinet. Minister of Defence again in November 1926, and 
retained that portfolio with only short intervals out of office until he became 
Prine Miniter in March 1890, "Negotiated and signed the Anglo-Traq} Treaty 
of June 1980. Visited Jedda in 1931 to negotiate a" Bon-Voisinage " Treaty 
with Nejd and the Hejax Resigned with the whole Cabinet the 10th October, 
1931, but reaccepted office on the samo day in a reformed Cabinet, Visited Angora 
with King Feisal July 1931, and again in December-January 1931-32. During 
latter visit he signed with Turkish Government an Extradition Treaty, a Treaty 
of Commerce and a Residence Convention, Resigned premiership in October 
1932. Appointed Minister at Rome, February 1998, but did. not proceed, 
Becaine Minister for Foreign Affairs in Cabinet of Rashid Ali Gilani in March 
1933. Resigned with Rashid Ali in October 1983 and accepted portfolio of 
Foreign Affairs and Defence under Jamil-alMadfai in November 1933, 
Resigned in February 1934, but returned to the Ministry for Foreign Affairs in 
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August 1994 under Ali Jaudat's premiership. Resigned with Ali 
Febtuary 1036, but retained the portfolio of psy ery og 
Cabinet, formed by Jamil-al-Madfai, and returned again to the Ministry in 
the Cabinet formed by Yasin Pasha in March 1935. =f 
ton EE Octobet, after Bake Sidgi's successful military revolt, Nuri Pasha, fearing 
for is lie, lad to Faypt with his family, where be carried a a. restless 
agitation ‘airo to secure his return to Iraq. He came hack in October 
P fr the murder of Bakr Sidqi aud the fall of fiikmat Sulaiman's femesial 
He was offered the post of Traqi Minister in London, but did tot accept it, In 
carly December he went to Syria with the intention of working privately for a 
‘oluton of the problem of the futare of the Jews and AAraba in Paletin. 
tut for two short visits to Bagdad, Nuri-al-Said spent the whole of 
Falestine with politicians in Syria, Egypt and London. “On cach of his short 
Visite to Bagdad his presence gave rise to rumours concernin; ic 
intentions, bat these did away as mon as he fete ne his Poltical 
Tn December 1938 he came back to stay, and a few days later a mili 
demonstration in his favour organised by Tahaal-Hashimi and Husain F 
grortheow Jamil al Madfai’s Cabinet and brought Novi-al Said into offce ax 
¢ Minister, He represented Traq at the opening of the London conversations 
sont Palestine in Janary Me oN Nee 
signed the premiership in Febraary 1940, but at the Regent's request 
reformed his Cabinet and continued in office until the end of March, when, with 
his own collaboration x new Cabinet wns formed by Rashid Ali. ex, or 
mained in office ax Minister for Foreign Affairs until the endo 
January 1041, when bo and. several Of i eleagues Teast ecg ot 
Rashid Al's increasing inclination towards the Axis. In April, aborly before 
at a inet was overthrown, by Rashid Ali and the army, 
id winely withdrew to Transjordan, where he retained until ho wax able 
back with the Regent at the beginning of June. Wefore the end of the 
month he was appointed Iraqi Minister in Cairo, but wax recalled to form a 
Cabinet on the rvxignation of Jamil Madfai at the beginning of October 1041 
From that time onwards he collaborated closely with Hix Majesty's <Ambamsador 
tn eraticating pro-Naxt propaganda in Trag ahd it was doe to his initiative that 
Traq declared war on the Axis Powors in January 1043. 


Th. Rashid Ali-at-Gilan 
of tho Nagib. 


dye in the Court of 
advisers. Was 


ig 
ice. From 
Reclected to the 
1030, buat resigned his seat in 
ae vidi and ne 
promitient leader of the Hizh-al-Tkhaal-Watani (the party, of  Natiousl 
rotherhood). ‘He encouraged the general strike in duly 10st tthe uae 
embarrass Nuri Pasha's Cabinet. Appointed f private secretary to the Ki : 
in July 1932. Became Prime Minister in March 1033 Resigned Detober Toss 
Appointed Senator in summer of 1994. Helped to organise the disturbances 
the Puphrates which forced Ali Jaudat to resign in March 1995 and, ne Minister 
forthe Interior, joined the Cabinet then formed by Yuso-t Hash 
ter Bakr Sidqi's military rovolt against the Hashimite Cabinet i 
Yeon Hai A tel wo  Canantnope fivaerun tn eo 
rin ‘peeches in the S 
ee tM Caren teins speeches in the Senate attacking the policy of 
Deported to Anah December 1993, Returned das 
Nuric'Snid scorded Jamit-al Madfai as Prime: Miniter, “Aypolaicy, Nhe 
Bvate secretary the Palace in January 1099, and eemained in this pst af 
‘ing Ghazi’s death in April 1990. Became Prime Minister in Mart tei 
Throughout 1940 he moved steadily towards a break with His Majest 
Govetninent and w closer understanding with the Axis. He refuse to hake 





% 
diplomatic relations with Italy when Italy entered the war, but remained in the 
closest personal contact with the Italian Legation. He also gave fall support 
to the Mufti's intrigues with the Axis Governments and sponsored the overtures 
which Naji Shawkat made to the German Minister at Angora in October 1040, 
In Iraq he gave free rein to the Palestinian agitators and to the pro-Nazi elements 
of the Press, even allowing it to be stated officially that the policy of bi 

Ment was one of strict neutrality in the war in spite of the Anglo-Iraqi Treaty 
‘of Alliance. Pressure from the embassy forced his resigi at the end of 
January 1941, but be returned to office by means of a military coup d'Etat on 
‘on the Ist April. He then set aside the Regent and installed Sharif Sharaf in 
his place. At this juncture, as part of their w: ‘His Majesty's Government 
began to move troops into Iraq, but Rashid Ali, backed by the army, refused to 
agree to the presence of more than one brigade. 

At he ing of M a attempted to surround the British 
air hase at Habbaniyah and hostilities broke out. ‘Throughout the month 
Rashid Ali and his collengues endeavoured to unite the country in a campaign 
‘against us, but, though the townspeople were with him, he received little support 
from the big tribes and fled to Persia aftor a comparatively small British column 
had defeated the far larger Iraqi forces opposed to them, From Persia he 
contrived to make his way to Turkey, and in December, having broken bis parole, 
he excaped ta Germany and joined the Mufti in Berlin, where ho became a feature 
of the Perlin ‘Arabic broadcast, Tried in absentia by court martial and sentenced 
to death in January 1942 ~ 

Throughout 1942 he continued to conduct an active campaign against Great 
Britain from Berlin and Rome and was recognised by the Axie as the legitimate 
Prime Minister of Lraq, 

75. Rashid-al-Khojah—Suani of Bagdad, Born 1884. Staff officer in 
Turkish army. Came to Damascus after the armistice. Prominent member of 
the Ahd-al-Iragi. “He returned to Bagdad in November 1920 and was appointed 
matessarif in January 1921, He is weak and much under the thamb of the extreme 
National group. In February 1922 he was appointed mutessarif of Mosul, where 
he was completely under the influence of Mustafa Sabunji. Aw his presence in a 
frontier division was considered inexpedient by the Iraqi Government, he was 
removed and reappointed autearif of ag Appointed Iraqi consul-general 
‘at Cairo October 1928, and Diroctor-Genoral of Education January 1930, Consul- 

wneral, Beirat, August 1931. Chargé d'Aflaires and consul-general at. Jedda, 
gust 1033, bat did not take up post, Appointed Minister for Defence under 
Naji Shaukat, November 1032, Resigned with Naji Shaukat’s Cabinet in March 
Jods. ected Pronident of the. Chamber of Deputies November 1033 after 
nation of Jamilal-Madfai. Reappointed Minister.of Defence in Februar 
193k, resigned with Jamil-al-Madfat's Cabinet in, Avgust, 1994. Re-cleet 
President of the Chamber in December 19%, Again appointed Minister for 
Defence in Jamil-al-Madfai's Cabinet in March 1935, but resigned with the whole 
Cabinet after being only twelve days in offi. Elected to the Chamber in Angust 
YOu and joined the Opposition, led by Jamil-al-Madfai, Appointed principal 
private secretary in the Palace in September 1997. 

"Appointed Director-General of the Ministry for Foreign AMlaira by 
Nuri-al-Said’s Cabinet in January 1939. 

Placed on pension in the autumn of 1991 


78. Rou/-al-Bahroni—A Shinb of Boga, born about 1897, Graduated at 
the Bagdad Law School and was appointed to a clerical post in the Ministry 
Finance, where he rose to bo Aocountant-General (not altogether by merit) 
Appointed’ Minister for Finance in Yasin Pasha's Cabinet in March 1985, 
Resigned October 1936. 
Appointed Director-General of Customs and Excise, January 1938, Became 
Minister of Finance in Febroary 1940 and of Social Affairs in March. 

Resigned with Rashid Ali and his Cabinet in January 1941 and 
Rashid Ali's rebel Government in April 1941. Fled to Tehran when British 
troops approached Bagdad towards the end of May 1041 and was arrested by 
the British forces which occupied Persia in August. After a period of detention 
At Ahwaz he wns sent to Southern Rhodesia in December 1941 to be interned. 


17. Rauf-ol-Chadirji—Sonni of Bagdad, He was Mayor of Bagdad at the 
time of the cutting of New Street and earned n reat deal of personal unpopularity 
thereby. Left. for Berlin shortly before the ocoapation, and subsequently. went 
to Switzerland, retarning to Bagdad in the sumer of 2030, up tp which time 
permission to return had been refused him. Speaks French, English and German 
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well. He set up practice as 
He took no part tn the 


Eoelish 
in tho Caskttaeay py opownd ta the 
Y Pree ae 
we, Second Saduniyah Cabinet, 
ne of Nee nae ae haaais Cabinet in November 
eeu Coan 1930, and returned to. Bagdad as legal adviser to the Traq 

Appointed Iraqi Minister in London in December 1936, and proceeded to 
x ay in. Reena March 1 ae ena Bacal hee 

‘ = See 
A cultured, likeable and intelligent man. hogs 


78, | Rawf-at-Rubsisi—Sunni: of Kubsisah origin. Born 188 
d of Kubaissh origin Born 1 "i 
Spammandant of gendarmerie in Aleppo under Jafar Pasha in 119 and did tcf 
Sat i espn order before the vent of ihe French a duly Wa) Hafased 
and returued to Bagdad in Febroary 1031 fi 
‘appointed Katmakam of Sua in Nonembor 1154. " «He 
thom for a time joined the tatrens Recs Oeeras Tore Jone 
for a ed the extreme Nationalist Bag in 
Director Goneral of Prisons in 1924 and subscquchtly played m part eee 
ve : . Dismissed Yor incompetench, April 
Syne orto summer of 1938, aud Director. 
utewarif of Bagdad November 1933 and Director-G 
swan anattof Magda Novenber 1838 and Director General of Augat Apri 
Reappwinted Ditetor- General of Augat in November 181 by Nui Sid 
Sabih Najib.—Born 1802. Gazetted to 2. Joi 
Trai army 1021, and reached the rank of lieutourg cake ny a eine 
‘ou in England, an for sate time wes Comm 
Bagdad. Speaks English and French and sony 
General of Police in March 1051, Teep 
Delimitation Commission in 1058. 
Transferred to (neva as Trai delog 
Ho was appointed Director-General of the Mi 
December 187, wth the rank of Minister Plenipotentiy 
Mado Minister for. Defence in. Octole gn wi 
Jamil-al-Madfai Cubinet the 25th Dreamer, Ings, weet ith the whole 
‘Tried by court-martial in Februnry 1040 for heitig am accessory to th 
of Rustam Haidar, Minister of Finance. Acquitted on thie chace, co fee ma 
19 opo year's impritonment for having used insulting lange whey see 
of ernment at n setni-public gathering W, a by the Regent 
shorrving iy afer wll ssa Wi Briel Uy th Ren 
Appointed Traqi Minister at Angora in December 1941 
Pointed. Director-General for Foreign Atairs in February 104 by 
not taken up his post at the end of May ton 
80, Sadiy-al-Bassom.—Shiah of Bagd: % 
Bagdad Law School, and for several yeats trace? oe, 
Kat 1990-34. “In the Chasuber he gave'stendy sa Ya 
embor ofthe Ika. Watani party. Tn June 
vices, he ted Direar Gain 
in the Ministry of'Fintnce: and tec 


ry for Foreign Affairs in 


Graduated at the 
rer, Deputy for 
pport to Yasin Pasha, at was a 
9, as a reward for his political 

ds and Properties 

‘ducation in Yasin Pasba's 


Bagdad in June 
it, June, 1039, 


‘Joine 


rruary 1942, 
tiofiial member of the Board of Edncation in 


April 1943. 
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81. Said-bin-Ali—Mir (chief) of the Yazidis, Lives at Baidra near Mosul 
Weak character, drinks beavily and indulges in every sort of vice. Much under 
the control of his mother, Maiyana, who is a woman of personality and was at one 
time a noted beauty, The Yazidis are dissatisfied with Said Beg on account:of 
his profligate living, and from time to time there is a movement to depose him-and 
substitate another member of the ruling family. So far, however, traditional 
Aoyalty has been strong enough to keep Said in his position 


82. Salah-ol-Din AUi-al-Sabbagh—Born about 1896, Educated at Istanbul 
and gradoated as an ofcer from the Turkish Military College. ‘Taken prisoner 
in the war 1914-18 and released to join the Amir Feisal's army. Gazetted 
fond ientenant in the Jraqi army 1821. Has done courses at Belgam. and 
Sheerness and also attached to British units, Instructor at Bagdad Military 
College 1924. Appointed Director of Operations in the Ministry of Defeuce 
September 1997, and became O.C. 3rd Division March 1940, Ts an efficient 

r, but has the reputation of being a carcerist with ambition, 

‘Belongs to the group of senior officers who are particularly active in polities. 

With Fahmi Said, Kamil Shabib and Mahmud Salman be formed the grou 
of officers known as the Golden Square, which dominated Traqi politics in 1940, 
and; in company with Rashid Ali, brought about the coup d Rta of the Let Apri 
194i, He fled to Tehran with Rashid Alt at the end of May 1941 and evaded 
arrest and disappeared when British foroos entered Persia in Angust, 

‘Turned up again in Turkey in February 1942 and was placed under strict 
face supervision by the Turkih authorities, ‘The Iraqi Government's request 
for his extradition Was refused. 


83. Salman-al-Barrak—Shiah and o tribal notable of Hillab, Minister of 
Irrigation and Agriculture 1928-29, Has boon in the Chamber af Deputies: for 
many years and hax frequently held position of Vico-President 

‘Appointed Minister of Economies in November M42. 


$4. Sualman-al-Sheikh Dawl—S Born Bagdad about 1900, Son of 
Sheikh Abmad-al-Sheikh Daud (g.0.). 

A lawyer with a large practice and a forceful porvonality. Given to women 
and drink, but a staunch supporter of democracy. He in the one perron of note 
in Iraq who has openly and independently attacked the Axis in speehes and 

ress artic 
Presa December 1041 he gaye £20 to the lool fund for comforts and amenities 
for British troops in Iraq. 


85. Salih Jabr—Shiah lawyer of Najaf, born about 1890, 
some time as a judge. Elected Deputy February 1930 and ren 
tench. Acquired notoriety in the Chutnber ak a peraisteat asker of 
ready speaker. Appointed Minister for Education under Jamil Madfai 
November 1983. Resigned February 1934. Elected Deputy for Muntafiq December 
1934. Appoinied Mutessarif’ of Karbala in. April 1935, where be. proved 
snccessful. In October 1936 he accepted the portfolio of Justice in Hikmat 
Sulaiman’s Cabinet, Resigned in June over the Euphrates disturbances and 
went away for several months He returned when Jamil-al Madfai formed a 
Cabinet and was appointed Director-General of Customs and Excise. 

Became Minister for Education in Cabinet formed by Nurial-Said i 
December 1938, Elected for Diwaniyah June 1939. Minister for Social Affairs 
in February 1940. Resigned in March 1940, 

‘Appointed Mutessarif of Basra in June 1940, Sapported the Regent when 

Royal Highness fled to Basra in April 1941 to escape from Rashid Ali and 
the “Golden Square.” For this be was arrested and narrowly escaped a heavy 
sentenice. Ho was in the end released on condition that he left the country. He 
withdrew to Tehran and returned in June 1941 after the fall of Rashid Ali 
Appointed Minister of Interior and Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs in the 
Cabinet formed by Nuri Said in October 1941, " 

Appointed Minister of Finance in October 1042 with the special task of 
finding solutions for the country's economic difficulties, 


86. Sami Shaukat—Born Bagdad 1808. Sunoj. Brother of Naji Shaukat. 
Graduated at Military College of Medicine, Constantinople, 1916, Joined the 
‘Arab army in Syria in 1919. Appointed to Traqi Health Service 1921 and 
subsequently served for several years as Director-General of Education. Became 
Director-General of Public Health in 1986. An ardent Arab Nationalist, 
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. igned in March with whole Cabinet and was reappoin! tor 
General of Education in April 1940. apr aest e oiet ooe 
stained his position throughout the disturbances of 1941 and snrvived 
subsequent changes. Is believed by many to have pro-German Ieeninga but he 
self stoutly denies these allegations, However this may be, he has doue little 
Appointed Director-General of Social Affairs and Wealth in darensy 1948 


81, Shakiral-Wadi—Suowi of Bagdad, torn 1894, Brother of Jamil 
Wadi’ Served an an ofcor in tha Turkish army. frome 1915 er de 
eine the Trapt army in 021. Captain Tods In 1020 he wna -atiached for 

ining 0 various unite in Kajglands and in 1030 he was pecednted majo ee 
sada nide-do-camp to King Kemal. He was on King Feladl's mall decioe He 
Majouty’s State visit ta England in 1982 "Promote lieutenant colonel tlie 
and attended the Staff College course. oturned to Iraq 193 and was appointed 
GS-1 in the Kirkuk Division, of which ‘Bakr Silgt twas the COG. fle na, 
right-hand man to Bake in the military revolt of October 1030. He fatelligean 
capable ad abtian After Bakr Sidi’ murder in August 137 he wat 
Appointed military attaché in London, but a few wecks later'he was disnisced 
ah plc on there st ial led Ween gree 

wished from Hagdad in Decomber 1038 for intrigues against 

Madfai’s Govorament, but permitied toroturn in,January {080 affen Nurtal Rost 
had formed a Governmout. Appointed to the Iraqi diplomatic serviee in dana 
1990 as second secretary to the Lraqi Legation, Telran 

At frst he orm to havo dane well and kept in close touch with His Majesty 
Legation, Later on, however, he seomi to have yielded to the blandichueats tod 
bribes of the German Logation and, as charg! daflaives during April and Mag 
Ait, he dutifully carried ot fstrtione vent to in by Rashid Als Govern 
ment. Daud Haldari, who was appointed minister at Tebran in) : 
fed Go hoop & clas Watch on Menten nee ne Tenran im June 1061, wa 

‘Appointed consol at Jerusalem in November 1041 


., 88. Sufug-al-Ajit—Of the Shammar Jarba tribe. Born about 1910 
Educated Beirut Uivorsity: Once spoke English well, but i forgetting It 
Eldost son of Shoikh Ajit-al-Yawar, who became paramount sheikh. off the 
‘Shammar io I he early nineteen twenties and died in November 1940. Ajil 

Hrd mh move. fom hie Meations with the 1.O.D, Company. aod from 

plying laboue to the rallwayy when the line was extendet tow Hugdad 

onl Satu nherted thi Weald sae eter ive, Pee ao 

Sufuq's eldest brother, Ahad (born. about 103 id to have the 
stronger cl ioe aa. rate ene when apes Title older, ' 

ring the autumn 0 some of Sufug’s cousins, led by Mishan al-Faisal, 
showed dissatisfaction with Sutug’s leadership, but the quattel was patched up 
and the family now accept Sufuqs leadership, 

Tn 1942 he obtained a number of contracts trom the British military 
authorities which jnctensed undesirably Shammar influgnes. ‘Step were thoretory 
taken to curtail the number of contencts assigned to him auid ts check Sh 
arrogance. By the middle of 1043 the situation had improved aid Sufaq, and hie 
subordinate tribal leaders had become more amenable. 


89. Tahsin al Askari—Sunni. Born 1892. Fought with the Arab forces 
under the Amir Faisal 1916-18 and. later appointed Governor of -Aloppss 
Returned to Traq at the end of 1920 and was appointed to the police with the 
rank of commandant. Became Kaimakam of Samawa in 1027 dad Mutesarit 
of Kirkuk in 1990; a year later he was transferred to Mosul. where he remained 
until 1935 when he became Director-General of Irrigation. When his brother 
Jafar al Askari was murdered by officers of Bakr ‘Sidgi's staff at the time of the 
lattor’s cowp d'Etat in October 1936 ho left the cotintry on three months” leave 
With Jafar's widow aud later resumed his post at Lrrigation.. Tn May. 1940 he 
wr appointed Connsllo in the Tragi ogntion in Catto and became Minister 
in Tt October 1942 he was recalled by hie brother-in-law Nust a 
to became Minister of the Interior a a kenge sired 

He is devoted to the Pan-Arab cause but at the same time we 


towards Great Britain and the Anglo-Lraqi Alliance ell disposed 
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90. Taha-al-Hoshimi.—Brother of the late Yasin-el-Hashimi. Born 1886. 
Served in Turkish army and was employed in Arabia and the Yemen during the 
wwar. Was given a post ou the Turkish General Staff in Constantinople in 1920, 
bat returned to Bagdad in 1922 to join the Iraqi army, and was at once appointed 
Officer Commanding Troops in Mosul, Appointed chief of the General Staff and 
caine to Bagdad in 1923. Was attached to Sir Perey Cox in May 1924 for the 
boundary negotiations with the Turkish Goverument which followed the signing 
of the Treaty of Lansanne, The post of chief of the General Staff was abolished 
Shortly after his return in August 1924, and for a while be acted as tutor to the 
then) Crown Prince Ghazi. Appointed chief of the Census Department in 1926 
and Director of Education in 1928. In 1990 he returned as chief of the General 
Staff to the Mnistry of Defes veas promoted farig (gveral). 10.1031 be 
visited the Imam Yaliyah of tho Yemen and concluded a treaty of friendship 
between the Yemen and Trac 

Tn Soptember 1985 he was appointed Acting Director-General of Education 
in addition to his other duties 

He was in Angora in October 1936 when Hikmat Sulaiman and Bakr Si 
forced Yasin-al-Hashimt to resign and wisely did not return to Iraq. He came 
hack in September 1937 and was offered the post of Director-General of Works. 
He refused this offer on the ground that it was beneath his dignity to accopt any 
position lower than that of Chief of the General Stafl ; i 

ected Deputy for Bagdad in December 1937. Opposed Jamil-al-Madfai's 
Cabinet in the Chamber. Worked actively on the committee of the Palestine 
Defence League in 1938 On the 25th December, 138, in collaboration with 
neral Husain Fauzi, he organised a militrry demonstration against Jamil-al- 
Madfai’s Government, and becaroe Minister for Defence in the Cabinet. which 
Nuri-al-Said formed when Jatnil-al-Madfai resigned, Hecate a Deputy for 
Bagdad in the elections of June 1989, Retained the portfolio of Defence in the 
Cabinet formed by Rashid Ali in February 1940, ‘ 

Resigned in January 1941 with most of the members of Rashid Ali's Cabinet 
and on the Ist February succeeded the latter as Prime Minister, On assuming 
biflice he fecbly attempted to break the power of the military clique which during 
THO he and Rashid Ali had allowed to dominate not only the army but the 
Cabinet. — They defied him and overthrew him and bin Cabinet aftor it had 
enjoyed office for only two months, ‘Taba Pasha arespes went to Turkey, where 
ha remained thronghoot Rashid Ali's rebel régime, | When the Ragent ad tron 
restored Taha Pasha wished to return to Traq, but Nari Said (the Prine Minister) 
did not want him back and it was arranged that a transit vien through Syria 

d be refused, x 
‘Tomnaited in Turkey throughout 1942 bat continued to draw hin aalary ax a 
momber of the Iraqi Chamber of Deputies 


OL, Tahsin Ali-—A Sonni Modem born in Bagdad in 180, Educated in 
Bagdad and Istanbul. Participated im the Balkan War, fought against the 
British at Masra, and after the fall of Bagdad joined King Hussain of the Hejav, 
Fought under Faisal and was a brigade commander in the Arab army at Aleppo. 
Was awarded the M.C. Returned to Bagdad with Faisal and became Secretary 
to the Defence Ministry. Commandant of Police in Mosul in 1922, he was 
removed becanse of his connexiong with the Sabunchi faction and transferred 

Dulaim area in 1925, Between 1927 and 1938 held a umber of 
Mimimintrative. posts, iclnding thowe of Motessarit of Mosul and Basra. 
ienoral of the P.W.D, in 1988. Was largely comected with the 

‘ities of the local Palestine Defence Committee while in Basra, Became 
Mutessarif of Mosnl again in April 1939, but was removed by Rashid Ali after 

‘oup d’Etat in May. Was restored when the Madfat Cabinet was formed 

‘Tune, 

Not particularly clever, and apt to be pig-headed. In Mosul he was too rnuch 

der local influcnce and showed a strong prejudice against the Yaridis. He was 

4 Nazi sympathisers and favoured a policy of “appease 

ent.” Appointed ster of ‘Edteation in the Cabinet tornied by Nuri Said 
in October 1941. 


92. Tahsin Qudri—Sunni of Damascns. Born 1803 
Damascus aod accompanied him to Europe in July 1920. | Can 

Ragdad ia June 1021, and was appointed an A.D.C. to the King in August, 

arried the daughter and heiress of Abdul Wahhab Pasha Qartas of Basra. 
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Ppvinted Master of Ceremonies in the palace March 1982. Accompanied 
ae isal ov bis State visit to England in 1933 and received the K-C.V.O. 

in June 1996 le was compelled to resign from the palace on account of the 
seandal of the marriage of Princess Azzale He wae later spied oie 
to the Iraqi Legation in Tehra d took up his post im November 1936, 
PePointed consul-general at Bombay in December 1947. Speaks English and 
ee Pleasant and clever. 

Appointed Director of Ceremonies in the Ministry for Foreign Affairs in 
February 1989. Became const aly 1990. 

ay 1041 . ; to have carried out his orders 

from Rashid haviour was strongly criticised by 


Tooke ap eile Mushtay.—Sunni of Bagdad, born 1900. Father was minor official 
Took part in the anti-mandate agitation of 1922 and in the spring of 1023 was one 
of those responsible for anti-British posters issued over the signature o 
Supreme Committee of Iraq Secret Societies. Appointed Inspector of School 
1024 and held a variety of appointment under the Ministry of Educa 
November 1931, when he was appointed first wecretary to the Iraqi T 
ingora.” Appcinted Director of the Consilar Department in 
‘oreign Aflairs in November 1995. Appointed consal-general. a 
August 1037, si sesiaa, 
Withdrawn and dismissed {rom the service in February 1938. He remained 
for'u time in Syria, but roturned to Bagdad when Nuri-al-Soid formed « Calinee 
December 1998. “Appointed Accountant-General in Jannary 1939 andl Dinecees 
oneral of Prop Publicity and Broadoasting’ in May 1030, Hecame 
‘cousul genoral in Jernsaiem May 1940, 
During May 1941 he carried! on an anti-British propaganda campaign and 
zealously supported Rashid Ali's rebel Goverument, He war twallel Ie dene 
‘and subsequeutly interned, 


MM.  Taufig-al-Suwaidi—Born 1889. Studied law in Bagdad and Con- 
Binglnople and international iain Paris. In 1013 became first interpreter tw the 
Ministry of Education, Constantinople, Represented Iraq at tho Aral Gate see 
held in Paria in July 1913. Aftor the armistice went Lo Syria god ee ‘appointed 
judge in Damascus, Returned to Bagdad in October 1921 and in Monee 
$8 Appointed Assistant Govornment Counsellor and Dirwctor of the Law San ak 
Mininter for Education January 1028. Prime Minister 1099. Preatdeot crabs 
Chamber 1920. Lragi Minister at Tehran eh 1931, Joined Jamil-al-Madfai's 
Gabinet in July 1934 an Minister for Foreign Affaire. but resigned with Qhechete 
Cabinet in August. Held Cabinet office for twelve days ax Minixtor for J ice in 
Gail -al-Madfat's short-lived Cabinet ia March 1096 and in Octaher was spypvnead 
Gomptroller General of Accounts, He became Minister for Foreign Ateneo 
Pia oy aha Cabinet Ha Abaco 1937, and headed the Traqi delegation to 

he Leagu lations in September. There he handled and 
Paleiininn questions with tact ned jaodoomtien Dae 
gain represented Iraq at the League of Nations in the autumn of 1998, and 
afterwards vated Landa ha the fost Hin Majesty's Government, ‘There he 
au’ Conversations with the Secretary of State for For Affairs and wi 
Secratary of State for the Colonies about Palestine ed 

Resigned with the whole of Jamil-al- ‘Madfai’s Cabinet on the 25th December, 
28. as the result of a military demonstration made against them. Tepe el 
Teaq at the London conversations on Palestine in, 1080 after Nurint Reet ted 
rar ined Tai al H 

Joined Taha al Hashimi's Cabinet in February 1941 as Minister for Forei, 
Affairs and did what he could to break up the military esque whieh datin oe 
had established a stranglehold over the Government. Was foreed out of 
Rashid Ali's coup d’Btat of April 1941. Tred to > 
bat failed. He took no part in the events of May and 
join Nuri Pasha’s Cabinet in October 1941 if the fact 
been summoned to stand his trial for treaso 
ilu hin. 

le is ag wed that he he a 
‘Nuri Said for his exclusion, He the oy as 
theless, an attempt was made in 1942, bat wa 
‘utauocessful owing the make 


a 


95. Thabit Abdul Nur.—Born 1800. Son of Aziz Abdul Nur, a prominent 
Jacobite Christian of Mosul. He was christened Nikole. Was an officer in the 
‘Turkish army, embezzled money and fled to Syria to join Shereefian cause. At this 
time he changed his name to Thabit, became a’ Moslem and performed the 
pilgrimage to Mecca. Came to Bagdad in November 1921 and became prominent 
im extreme Nationalist politics. Elected Deputy for Mosul in general election of 
1930, and appointed Director of Oil Afairs in the Ministry of Economics and 
Communications in June 1931. The post was abolished in March 1998. Tried 
in 1982 for misappropriating the funds of the Agricultural Exhibition (April 
14532), but acquitted 

Appointed counsellor in the Iragi Legation in London December 1933, This 
ost was abolished and he was appointed Iraqi Oil Representative in London in 
vuly 1934. Appointed Director of Oil Affairs in the Ministry of Economies and 
Communications in June 1935. His post was abolished in November 1936, and 
he remained without employment until December 1997, when he was appointed 
to the Iraqi Diplomatic Service. 

Early in 1988 he was appointed Iraqi Chargé d’Affaires at Jedda. There he 
at forward a Humber of fantastic proposals to the Saudi Arabian Government 
for which he had been given no authority by the Iraqi Government, ‘The Saudi 

Government soon detected the folly of his schemes and gave up taking him 
seriously. In December 1938 and January 1999 he was in Sanaa visiting the King 
of the Yemen. 

He was on leave in Germany on the outhreak of war in September 1930 and 
chose to remain there rather than return to Iraq. It is believed that he helps in 
the preparation of Arabic broadeasts from Berlin, 


96. Umar Nazmi—Born Kifri 1808. Graduated at the Bagdad Law Coll 

1913. Appointed Judge, Khaniqin 1913; Baqubah 1914; on the outbreak of 
joined the Reserve Officers’ School and was named Public Prowecutor to the 

Military Court, Bagdad. Appointed Judge, Civil Courts, Kirkuk 1021; Arbil 
1923; Kirkuk 1924; Vice-President, Civil Courts, Mosul 1924; Hillah 1925; 
President, Civil Courts, Dialn; Mutessarif of Kickuk Liwa 1927, Mutessarif of 
Kat and Basra Liwas; Administrative Inspector 1931; Mutessarif of Mosul 
Liwa 1934 

Held other Government posts up to August 1997, when he was made to be 
Director-General of Revenues, Becaine a Minister of Economics and Communica. 
tions in December 1933 in the Cabinet of Nuri-al-Said 

Made a Senator April 1999. Minister of Interior in September 
Acting Minister of Justice in February 1940, Joined Rashid Ali's Cal 
Marc 1940 as Minister of Communications and Works 

Resigned in Janoary 1941 with most of his colleagues as protest. against 
Rashid Ali's pro-Axis policy, 

Since November 1941 he has been an active member of committees in the 
Senate, 


97. Yunis Bahri.—Born about 1904. Of the Jubur tribe of Monul, From bis 
early days he has been well known for his unprincipled character and immoral 
private life. From 1923 to 1926 he held minor clerical posts in Government 
offices. In June 1926 he went on a journey round the world and was repatriated 
destitote from Paris after having served aterm of imprisonment for a 
smisdemeanour. Between 1920 and 1083 he travelled in Arab countries, inclading 
‘Tripoli, Tonis and the Hadhramaut, and also Java, India, Afghanistan and Irae 
On his return to Iraq be took up journalism and gave his support to extreme 
hationalism. He also published a newspaper called 7 Ugnb. He was subsidised 
in 1935-96 to publish articles favouring the Italian conquest of Abyssinia and 
in 1936 ho sold himself to the German Legation, In April 1999 he went to Berlin 
and soon afterwards became the announcer of the Berlin Arabic broadcast. 

In this position he has been very successful, and his broadcasts were a 
powerful instrament of German propaganda. 

In the spring of 1942 he “* went off the air” and it is rumoured that he was 
put into an internment camp in Germany. 


and unimpressive, he mixes freely with 
ance in January 1998, after having shown 
industry and ability as rapporteur of the Finance Committee of the Chamber 
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Has sat in Parliament for Bagdad since the first election. Lost his seat in the 
Chamber in the general election of 1930, and then begun to take part in the 
aativitiey of the two Opposition parties, the Hizb-al-W atani (Nationalist party) 
and the Hizb-al-lkha-al-Watani (the Party of National Brotherhood). Appointed 
Director-General of Revenues in the Ministry of Finance, December 1982, and 
Director-General of the Ministry in 1983. Became Minister for Finance in 
Ali Jaudat's Cabinet in August 1934. Resigned with the whole Cabinet in 
February 1935. Appointed Director-General of Finance in June 1935. 

Appointed general manager of the Agricaltural-Industrial Bank in 
December 1936. 

‘Was made Director-General of Antiquities in November 1941 


99, Yusuf Je-0l-Din—Sunni, Son of Ibrahim Pasha, a Kurd of Sulaimani 
Born Bagdad 1801. Married to the danghter of Ali Agha of Sulaimani. Owns 
property in Bagdad, Amara and Sulaimani, E 

il aaevice in 1918. Graduated at the Law S 
inspector in 1928 and was promoted Assistant Director-General of Finance 
1940, Became Director-General of Land Settlement June 1934, Accountant 
Gonoral Juno 1985. Appointed Minister of Education in Hikmat Sulaiman’s 
Cabinet in October 1036. He resigned in July 1987 because of his dissatisfaction 
with the Cabinet's policy on the nd with Bakr Sidqi’s influence over 
the Prime Minister, 


Obituary since list Report 


Naji-al-Suwaidi, in an internment camp in Rhodesia 
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Mr, Thompion to Mr Bden—(Receleed With August.) 
(No. 271) 
26th July, 1908. 
Kinaban Cornwallis had despatch No. 195 of 
to reativenoss became noticeable ainong the leading members 
qi Cabinet. The Prime Minister, with good reason, wax disappoin 
Jabr for his failure to fulfil the hopes placed in him when be wen 
t October; Saleh Jabr was irritated with the 
waving obstructed w grant of several thousand acres. of 
Government land whieh. he wished to make to an old friend, he bad quarrelled 
with the Minister of Justice and had fallen out with the Minister of Education, 
reasingly disliked by, all his colleagues because of is 
‘ari had proved a failure at the Ministry of the 
the Prime Minister suspected Daud-al-Haic 
intriguing against him and had reason to believe that in the absence of a proper 
lead of the Royal Diwan, minor Court officials were abusing their position to 
influence tribal visitors to the Palace against the Government. 

2. In these confused but typical circumstances, some changes were essentia), 
‘and #0 soon as the current session of Parliament ended, Nuri Pasha set alout 
reorganising his Cabinet, His method was that which’is usaally employed at 
such times in this country; much hard talking behind the scenes with colleagues 
‘and with candidates for oftce, combined with many consultations with the 
Regent. Tis Excellency also came to see the ambassador frequently to exchange 
Views, As a result, the following chauges were made on the 23rd June. Saleh 
Jabr was transferred to Interior and was succeeded at Finance by Jalal Baban. 
Tahsin Ali was appointed to the Palace as Head of the Royal Diwan and 
replaced at Education hy Abdul Tah Hafidh, who, in turn, was succeeded at 
the Ministey for Foreign Affairs by Nasratal-Farisi. Daud-al-Haidari was 
‘dropped and consoled with the appointment of Minister, Grade [, in the Foreign 
Service an dixponibilité (with full pay) and was succeeded by Ahmad Mukhtar 
Bahan, in Whose stead Tabsin-al-Askari went to Communications and Works 


‘The make-up of the re-formed Cabinet was, therefore, as follows :— 
Prime Minister and Acting Minister of Defence, Nurial-Said 
Foreign Affairs: Nasrat-al-Fari 
Interior : Saleh Jabr. 
Finance : Jalal Baban. 
Justice: Ahmad Mulcitar Baba 

tions and. Works: Tabs 

Abdul Tah Hafidh. 

: Sahnan-al-Barrak. 

Social Affairs: Abdul Razzak-al-Uzri. 

"Theso adjustments in the Cabinet evoked little general interest or comment 
and were regarded as routine changes, having no considerable influence in the 
policy of the Government. 

4. The 1942-43 session of Parliament was further extended for ten 
from the Ist June to enable the final readings of the draft legislation At 
the Organic Law to be taken in both Houses, This having been don 
session was closed and Parliament dissolved on the 9th June, Under the 
Organic Law new elections will sow have to be held and Parliament summe¢ 
in special session before the 10th October, The text of the amending law has 
fot yet been published, 20 T cannot offer detailed comments, 

‘5. In his last despatch Sir Kinaban Cornwallis forecast that, with a view 
to authorising more releases, the Prime Minister would, before long, reconstitute 
Ube committee formed last winter to examine the records of interned persons 
Tn the event this was done about the middle of June and the Prime Minister 
promimd the wubaseador an opportunity 10 scrutinise the commities's recom: 
Tnendations before they were adopted. Hy the end of the month, though it wax 
Approaching the end of its taak, the committer had not completed the list of 
=> who could be released, Meanwhile, the Prime Minister, after a brief 

font of pneumonia, e(lectively dealt with ty. and M. 003,” had Teft. for 
Syria. 1 was accordingly somewhat taken aback, on arriving at the American 
Logation for dinner on the rd ‘July, to bo told by Mr. Edmonds that an hour 
earlier the Minister of the Interior had, without referring to the committee, 
Issued orders for the release of fifty-seven internces, As Saleh Jabr was a fellow: 
get, Yat 0 ie In tai him. To-do is Excellency justice, I dono 
think that the Prime Minister had told him of the understanding which bad 
reached with the ambassador and, in view of the Prime Minister's illnexs, 
hho had not been able to consult him. I expressed my concern at the precipitate 
manner in which be had ordered these releases and invited him to explain the 
rowons for his action. Ie said that, in the first place, he had himself been 
Primarily responsible for the adoption of a strong interminebt policy, and in the 
Trond, that he was quite aatisfied that none of the men releascd’ was at all 
likely ‘to be dangerous. This second contention was largely borne out by 
¢xamlination of the list of those set free, Of the total of fifty-seven, thirty were 
found to be men of amall account and twenty-two others had been provisionally 
classified by the committee as fit for release, Of the remaining five, howover, 
three were undesirables, with German wives, and one, a thoronghly’ bad man 
named Zaki Kadhiin, af ex-non-commissioned officer of the Iraqi army who, as 
ical training instructor in the Teachers’ Training College, bad, in Ma: 
1, earned notoriety ax the organiser and leader of the so-called ‘ Death 
Squad” of students pledged to fight to the end against the British, At my 
request, the Minister of the Inter ‘arranged for the men with the German wives 
to be warned to be careful of their conduct and ordered Zaki Kadhim to live in 
the provinces under clase police supervision. All these people had been sent 
to internment from Bagdad. The releases of internees from the provinces were 
dealt with more regularly. The Minister of the Interior was guided hy the 
recommendations made by the mutessarifs and, through the adviser to the 
Ministry of the Interior, T was able to see the list of names before any releases 
were ordered. Of the original fifty-four names the Minister was persunded 
to delete nine, and of the forty-five who remained only one was of any 
consequence. This was a troublesome intriguing sheikh of the Fatlah tribe of 
Diwaniyah. He bad been livi under restraint in Mandali and is now to be 
allowed to come to Baqubah. ‘Twenty-three of the forty-five were released on 
the 18th July and the others are expected to be set free before the end of the 
month. Notwithstanding the improvement in Saleh Jabr's tactics in dealing 
‘ith this second batch, { subsequently spoke very seriously to the Minister for 
Foreign Affairs on the heed for co-operation and prior consultation in all matters 
of internal securiy. 
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6. On the night of the 16th-17th June a large four-engined aireraft flew 
over Mosul, The next day several parachutes were discovered some miles to the 
west of the town, and it was clear that men bad been dropped with a considerable 
equipment for ofganisiug political disturbances, epionage and sabotage. Three 
German officers and one Traqi student were eventually captured in Kurdish dress 
near Arbil on the 20th June. The examination of these men has not yet been 
finished, but from the dats s0 far collected. it seems that they intended to drop 
not to the west of Mosul but much farther east, close to the Persian frontier, and 
that they expected to find confederates ready to help them when they landed. 
An unpleasant feature of this business is that about & week passed hefore these 
agents were apprehended, During that period they undoubtedly received help, 
including gifts of clothing and food, from friendly villagers, and possibly other 
helpers. “A further fact that has caused no small comment is that the flight of the 
16th-17th June was followed on succeeding nights by others, the enemy aircraft 
droning around at will on each occasion for sme time over an extensive area 
far as T am aware, not even & rifle shot was directed at these hostile machines, 
‘and this has not helped oar local prestige. 

7. Nuri Pasha had intended to take leave soon after the middle of June and 
to pay his long-talked.of visit to Egypt to discuss plans for Arab unity with 
Nahas Pasha, The sudden illnew to which I have already referred prevented 
him from carrying out this plan and obliged him to go to the Lebanon for his 
convalescence, He loft Bagdad on the ith July. His health being now apparently 
restored, he has gone down into Egypt to full hie original intention, bat 
not clear what proposals he will make to Nahas Pasha. At the beginning of t 
your he had hopes of persuading the Egyptian Prime Minister to call together 
'& congress of Arab leaders to draw up a'plan for some kind of federation of the 
Arab States, but it was later reported from Jedda that last April he told the 
Sandi Arabian Minister that, in bis opinion, an Arab Congress could not usefully 
be held until Syria and Palestine had been set free. Tt seems, therefore, that 
hho may not yet have made up his mind whether Palestine and Syria must have 
thoi independence before anything can be done to bring the Arab countries closer 


tal 


contees, tax paid. 

9," The Tstiblak (consumption) tax on all nattiral produce was raised by 
1} per cent, and “super tax increased substantially in laws passed just before 
Parliament was dissolved on the 9th June. 

10. Many classes of imported goods became much cheaper after the publica 
tion in May of the new Law for the Regulation of the Economic Life of the 
Country and the subsequent issue of decrees canalising and controlling—on 
Paper—ttade in imported goods. As, however, the Government showed a lack of 
determination in setting up machinery for enforcing the decrees, the phase of 
lower prices soon Prices for imported goods are now. with few 
exceptions, almost back again at their old high level. Meat, fruit and vegetables 
ture now dearer than ever and a large proportion of the working classes cannot 
afford to buy them. Many townspeople are therefore obliged to do without these 
very important foods. Farmers, on the other hand, are doing well and are better 
off than they have ever been, despite the rise in cost of the goods they: themselves 
have to bay. 
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11, Prosecutions for infringements of the regulations for the control of 
trading made in May and June have been numerous and the sentences awarded 
salutary, but it will be no surprise to you, Sir, to know that there is reason to 
believe that some of the better connecied and richer delinquents have not been 
broaght before the courts. 

42. Improvement in the direction of public education continues to be 
noticeable, but-a successor to Professor Hamley is still an urgent need. The new 
Minister, Saiyid Abdul [lah Hafidh, is energetic and broad-minded. He 
evidently intends to try and keep politics ont of the schools, and even welcomes 
British help. He is well disposed to British educational methods and knows how 
much needs to be done fo reform education in this country. 

TR. At the end of May disturbances occurred in Hail, in Northern Saudi 
Arabia. King Abdul Azziz-al-Sand was persuaded that Hashimite intrigues 
Were at the bottom of them, and he caused strongly worded representations t0 be 
made to His Majesty's Chargé d’Affaires at Jedda. Nothing could be found 
here to confirm these suspicions, bat Ibu Saud unhappily considered that Iraq's 
rulers were the cause of all his troubles, and in early July he returned to tl 

with a long message sent to His Majesty's Chargé d’Affaires trough 
Sheikh Yusuf Yasin, Unable to produce any evidence to substantiate his charges 
about Iraqi intrigues in Hail, he reverted to his old grievances and hashed them 
up with hotly spiced reiteration of his conviction that the Hashimites were 
trying to encircle and destroy him, Among the few tangible complaints included 
in this surprising tirade was his claim that the Iraqi Government wore con: 
scripting Saudi subjects into the Tragi army and forcing then to tke up Trai 
nationality, ‘The trouble seems to come from the fact that in Zubair there are 
many people of Najdi origin Traqi authorities claim that Najdis are 
ex-Ottomans, and therefore became Tragis under the nationality clauses of the 
Treaty of Lausanne; bat the Saudi Government maintain that Najdis were nover 
Ottoman subjects, and therefore did not become Tragis bat Saudi Arabians. The 
point ix debatable and King Abdul Azziz ean no doubt produce arguments in 
support of his Government's thesis, but there is no justification for assuming that 
the Tragi attitude is part of a carefully developed plot to destroy his position and 
prestige. I have asked the Iraqi Minister for Foreign Affairs to go into this 
nd other outstanding questions with w view to finding & means of iinproving 
relations with Ibs Saud, but in his present frame of mind His Majesty in, I fear, 
unlikely to be appeased by any reasonable adjustment that may be proposed. He 
is concerned with bigger problema. As I see the situation, he can read the writing 
‘on the wall as well as most men, and what disturbs him is wot frontier ineiden!s 
‘oF a dispute about the nationality of a few hundred men, but the vision of Arab 
Unity which Iooms before him as he looks into the futnre.. He can foresee that 
any federation of the Arab States must menace his own thoocratic and antiquated! 
rigiwe. Lf he joins the federation, a primitive and backward State like Saudi 
Arabia can hope for nothing better than a very minor rile; if he remains aloot, 
hhis fate will be no better. His good faith will be impugned and his kingclou will 
be doomed to eclipse and obscurity, The dilemma for him is real enough, but he 
in unlikely to resolve it by his present methods. “ 

14, News of the death of General Sikorsky was received with much regret in 

gad. Only a few days before the accident in which be was killed he had hoon 
in Traq as the guest of the Government, and among other functions had. taken 
part in the official celebrations of United Nations Day on the 14th June, B 
tignity and sincerity made a favourable impression, oa those whom he tach and 
much sympathy was felt and expreased with the Polish people for their grievous 
Joss in his death. The Regent telegraphed condolences to President Raczkiewicz, 
and the Iraqi Government and army were represented at the reqaiem ass which 
‘Was said at the Latin Cathedral in i 

15. The ambassador left Bagdad for two months’ leave on the 20th Jano, 
‘The Prime Minister, as T have already related, went to the Lebanon a few days 
later and the Minister of the Interior left for a six weeks’ holiday on the 24th July. 
Other members of the Government are, I hear, also planning to fade away quite 
soon. The barley contract having been conclded, there is no important political 
question which at the time of writing needs urgent attention. The problem of the 
hoped-for railway agreement is unlikely to receive any real attention at Iraqi 
hands until the Prime Minister is back in the saddle, a fact which, it must he 
confessed, causes no smoll irritation in military circles, from which emanate from 
time to tie murmured suggestions for“ firm action.” Bot an never lose an 
opportunity of explaining, Anglo-Lraqi relations are a delicate growth. Even if 
it were desirable, there are no sanctions we could employ to secure quick action 
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in such complex matters, while anything savouring of mere table-thamping could 
only Tead to loss of goodwill and resultant deliberate and effective obstruction. In 
event, as it is now evident to all that oar local forces are reduced virtual 
clerks, eate-maintenance and labour formations, our military strength here and 
heavy commitments elsewhere would scarcely justify the sudden adoption of an 
aggressive policy over questions that are difficalt and important, but scarcely vital. 
16, Tam sending copies of this despatch to His Majesty's representatives at 
Angora, Cairo, Tehran, Jedda and Beirut, the Minister of State at Cairo, His 
Majesty"s High Commissioner for Palestine and Transjordan at Jerusalem, the 
Governor-General of India, the Commander-in-chief, India, General Head- 
quarters, Middle Fast, the Combined Middle Fast ‘Intelligence Centre, the 
“litical Resident in the Persian Gulf, the Political Agent at Koweit and to His 
Majesty’s consular officers at Basra and Most 
T have, &e. 
G. HL THOMPSON 





(1B 4933/4083/03) No. 6 
Mr. Thompson to Mr. Eden—(Received 12th August.) 


(No. 273. Confidential.) 
Sir, Hagdad, \st August, 1043, 
WITH referonce to Sir Kinahan Cornwallis's despatch No. 29 of the 
27th August, 1942, I have the honour to transmit to you herewith my anual 
report on the heads of foreign missions in Traq for the’ year 1943 
Thave, & 
GOH, THOMPSON 


Enclosure in No. 6. 


Report on Heads of Foreign Micsione at Bagilad. 
(Pawages marked with an asterisk are reproduced from previous reports.) 


Afghanistan: Abdur Rabman Khan, Minister (2tst October, 1941) 

“Although an Te headed by a chargé d'affaires, has. been 
established at Kabul singe November 1940, T received no warning that it wax 
Proposed to appoint an Afghan representative co Hagilad. The arrival of Abdur 
Rahman Khan, complete with a secretary, on the 11th October came as a surprise 
both to my colleagues and myself, ‘The new Minister ia said to have served as 
a conaul in Bombay and at the Afghan Legation in Paris, but he appears to be 
somewhat ignorant of diplomatic usage. He speaks E: Written in 1941.) 

*Owing to the Court mourning for the Into mother of His Majesty Zahir 
Shah, the legation hax done no entertaining, but Abdur Rahman has tried wf 
regularly at diplomatic functions and always seems to be friendly and anxious 
to pleaso, though hix stock of conversational topics is small. He appears to have 
no work to do beyond aiding the occavinnal student coming howe from Earope 
on hiv way back to Afghanistan. He has only one hat, a somewhat battered bie 
Homburg, which bas to serve even for funerals (Written jn 1042) 

‘The death of the Afghan Crown Prince in November 142 served to keep the 
egation in the background of Bagdad social life for a further period. Abdur 
Rahman is still to be seen at Various functions, however, and continues to radiate 
friendliness He has just returned from leave in Palestine and Sy 
in his praise of the many kindnesses shown to him by prominent B 
in those countries. He now has, in addition to the blue Homburg, a 
looking Panamé. 


Egypt: Mohammed Husni Omar Effendi, Minister (23rd January, 1943) 
Came to Bagdad from the Egyptian Ministry for Foreign Affairs, where he 
was head of the Consalar Department with the tank of chargé d'aliaires. His 
early career was spent in the Ministry, but he has served at Angora and Rose 
a8 a secretary and at Tehran as counsellor. 
He is a conceited little man, but seems energetic. He is a devotee of “Ia vie 


sportive” and is much in evidence at the Alwiyah Club in company with his 
‘Turkish and Suudi colleagues. He plays tennis with vigour and dances with 
D 
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zeal. He is very proud of the fact that while at Angora be won a prize for the 
best tango on the Hloor. It is possibly on this account thut he regards himself as 
God's gift to women. 

He plays his part in the promotion of closer Egypto-Lraqi cultural relat 
but his style is somewhat cramped by the behaviour af the many Egyptian teache 
here, who make no effort to conceal their contempt for this country, its climate, 
its institations and its inhabitants. 


Persia: M. Mobsen Rais, Minister (23th J 

He was consul-eneral-designate for Delhi, but it was decided at the last 
‘moment to transfer hitn to Bagdad in view of the objections raised to the appoint 
mont of M, Mehdi Farrokh to the Iraqi capital 

He was Persian rej to the Vichy Government and latterly held a 
ministerial post for a short time under the Qavam-es-Sultaneh, 

T have not yet met him, 


Saudi Arabia: Assad-al-Fagih, Minister (9th May, 1943), 

In an attempt to improve Sandi-Iraqi relations, King Abdul Aziz, decided 
this spring to put the Bagdad Legation in charge of a Minister. Assad Bay 
chargé d'affaires, was accordingly promoted 1nd. prrese 
Sth May. Tt cannot be said that relations haye shown. any signs of improve 
yet—on the contra 

‘ y jendly and co-operative in such 

matters as jointly affect our two missions. "He is perhaps a little too eager to find 
fault with the Iraqis and not interested enough in sending correc 
Savervign oF ng mixinderstandings, He in pre 
with fenther nest while he can In fact, it was recently reported that 
ho was uning hin bag for the purpose of smuggling gold to Syria; one 
of his secretaries i cortainly engaged in tho traffic 


Tarkey: M. Ahmed Cavad Oxtao, Minister Saptember 103), 
“fle has served in Vienna and at ‘The Hague, He and hin wifo are an 
agreeable couple, but igenitally nervous, and it may be sa 
exaggeration that M. Cavad Onttin ix a confirmed hypochondrinc 
wgived, has not been without its influence 
thax on several oecanions shocked both raqis and his colleagues b 
i expression to defeatint ‘While he be fundamentally 
posed. T have not found ex whon robust 
ropresentatives 
elven Nevertheless, he and his 


to Turkey on sick leave, and hii tit since 
on in 1941.) 

Gotin returned to Bagdad in late 191 with a new phobin—Russia 
le every effort to enlist the sympathy of Jeading Iragis, the Persian Chargé 
res and even the inte United Stator Minister in regard to. the Russian 

if Germany should be defeated He suggested that the Russian zone 
in Versin should be taken over by tho Britiah, His views were not well received 
generally, and the Iraqi Prime Minister at one time talked of getting him removed, 
hut soundings taken at Angora did not evoke a favourable response, 

He as been very tory pernally supervising Ube onward dewpatch of goods 
passing through Iraq in transit to Turkey, even to the extent of haunting the 
railway goods yard. which has tended. to keep him out of mischief, (Written 


nplicated at, times during 

i to a number of unfortunate incidents at the Syro-Traqi 
involving the search of Turkish di 
authorities. M. Ostin was himsel 
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United States of America: Hon. Mr. T. M. Wilson, Minister Reside 
ith September, 1982) M. Wilson, Minister Resident 
‘ame here from India where he was the first, United States Commissioner. 

Before that, he had served as consal-general at Calcutta and Sydney. In the 

remote past he saw service in China and at various subordinate posts in Indin. 

He was in the State Department for « number of years, was Inspector of 

‘onsulates and in 1032 was appointed Chief of Foreign Service Personnel in the 
panglates and jn 1082 was appointed Chiet of Foreign Service Personnel in th 
He is quiet and unassuming, somewhat set in 

senso of humour, He likes to potter aboot old. Ba 

with the vendors of Oriental knicks, 

i. Wilsou is shortly to be succreded Loy Henderson and 1 shall 
te sorry to ae him go. He has heen most friendly and helpful whenever pescibie 

Relations with the American Legation are in fact excellent 


Reprewentatives Accredited to Frag but Resident eldewhere 


Belgium: M. Egbert Graefie, Minister (27th April. 1935) 

“Hl is also Belgian Minister at Tehean, whore he resides 

He pays periodical visits to Bagdad and always shows a keen desire to 

crate closely with this embassy. (Written in 1941.) 

*M. Graeffe visited Bagdad this spring. I find him as hearty and. keen 
saree. {Written in 104) S 

Braeffe performed his annual pilgrimage to Iraq in April, His enpacity 

for taliing tall storin neem to he unimpaired. He bas the custom. Calle 
‘appreciation of the many politico-military errors invariably committed. by the 
Anglo-Saxons in moments of crisis ‘ z 


Denmark: Dr. M. A. B.C. Feonmark, Chargé d’Affairen (17th June, 193 
“Henides at Tehran: He wiruck inn an'S good and tyotenlly tread taniah 
type, He ix married. (Written in 199°) ee 
“In February the Yraqi Government received a communication from the 
Danish Government stating that Dr. Renamark was no longer held to be their 
representative and that a new minister would be appointed. The Traqi Gove 
ment were at first inclined to withdraw their recognition of Dr. Fensmark, but, 
ax the result of my Fepreventations, finally agreed. to maintain their former 
Attitude towards him. Dr. Feuxmark visited Bagdad in April on his way ¢ 
and the Lebanon, He ie undeniably pro-Allied in outhok, tut he is rather 
sme to leal with. Ho talks good Engliab, but he talks it too mue 
is vory gallant (Writtn in 1042) aM nate eRe en 
Dr, Fensmark has fortunately not been to Bagdad this year. 


Netherlands: De. P. Le C. Vinwer, Minister (7th August, 1041 
is Nethorlands Minister at. Angora, where he pinto He stayed only x 

week itt Bagdad for the purpose of presenting his credeutials, and. gave me tr 
understand that ho would not often vint this capital, He is a friendly man aol 
great amos favourable impression both in British and Tea irl (Weiter 

Dr. Vissee visived Bayalad this He furthe 
by a Tocturw he gave at the British Tnstitute ost hin mowatalnecesne arbi ne 
arnkorums "His wif, who accompanied him on thi ist iid wt create 

good impression, and many people were tempted to latel hes ne meets 
‘iar <i ¥y People Were tempted to Intel her ax pro Cerin 

has not visited Bagdad this year. ‘The city does not sem 

cither M. Vieser or his lady. wre el ig 


Poland: M. Jan Karsco Siedlewski, Minister (27th Marcl 

He is also Minister at Tehran and Kabul nad rosacea Teton 

Ho has visited Bagdad occasionally during the past year. He seems ty 
bea confused little man, friendly. but weak and gullible. He makes no atte, 
to look after his nationals, and the renter part of his work in this connect 
therefore, falls on this embassy. (Written it 1941.) : 

*M. “Henryk Malhomme arrived early this year to be counsellor to the 
legation, with residence in Bagdad. He has served in the Polish Foreign Office 
and in Japan. A friendly individual who talks Preach and some Englith, He 
is active on behalf of his compatriots who are at present passing through thie 
country on their way from Russia, He likes to "drop ta for n chat” with 
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members of my stall, but rarely appears to have anything interesting to say. 
(Writien in 1942.) 

M. Malhomme has had a busy year. Largely due to his initiative, the Polish 
forces in this country staged a number of concerts and variety shows in Bagdad 
during the winter nionths and M. Malhomme did all he could to popularise his 
hot too popular countrymen. The entertainment provided was welcome ti 
British and Iraqis alike until the novelty wore off. ‘The late General Sikors 
visit also threw the spot-light on M. Malhomme for a brief space. 1 think he 
enjoys being in the public eye. He is energetic but so full of complaints as to 
be tiresome. Rather unduly fond of the bottle and rabidly anti-Russian, 


Sweden: M. Syen Harald Pousette, Chargé d’ASiaires (3rd December, 1941 
*M. Hugo von Heidenstan was recalled in December last and left. the 
charge of M. Pousetie, who was formerly connsellor 
of the Swedish Legation in London, He has not been here. (Written in 1942.) 
M. Pousette has still not visited Bagdad, 
Holy See—Mge. Georges de Jonghe d’Ardoye. Apostolic Delegate. 
“ite is Belgian. Althous ly recognised by the Lraqi Government. 
asa member of the Diplomatic Corps, he is invited to, and attends, all diplomatic 
ms. He has served for yoars in the Far East and travelled extensively. in 
and Burma. 

‘and friendly prelate with a dignified presence and a twinkle 
in his eye, bo 1s somewhat sehsitive about the fact that he docs not enjoy 
diplomatic status. Moreover, the prosent restrictions placed on his ure of 
cyphers and hage irk him 90’ that he frequently appeals to this embassy for 
Fwonaideration of his case, He maintain that his easential work is much 
hampered by his inability to communicate quickly and seoretly with the Vatican. 
T believe him to be genuinely pro-Allied in sentiment, though he has on occasion 
listened without a murmur to bitter and hostile criticism of Groat, Britain 
‘Adinittedly, this was in 1041 and 142 when we were meeting with many defeats. 





(E 5707/480/98) No. 7, 
Mr. Thompson to Mr. Eden-—(Received 20th September.) 
Bagdad, 12th September, 1943. 


No, 897 
ae, 


" LHAVE the honour to report that, thongh they have not been able to devise 
‘any miraculous remedies for many of the more sorious economic ills that beret the 


‘country, the Iraqi Government have, daring the period that has elapsed since T 
wrote tay last general despatch on the 26th July, rucceeded. in, considerably 
improving the collection and ation of available supplies of locally man- 
factured goods and home-grown natural produce, Owing to transport and other 
difficulties, grain collection tends to be slow in the north. - On the whole, however, 
the grain needed for the big towns is being steadily collected, and the bread sold at 
fixed prices by the bakers who receive their flour from the authorities is, in most 
places, plentiful and of good quality, though it is usually sold at a price which 
still makes it expensive for the poorer classes. Basra has unbappily been an 
exception to the general rule. rmuddle, Tack of good flour mills and, some 
Shortage of grain coupled no doubt with corruption and the dislike of local 
merchants for the Government policy of control has more than once made the 
bread supply the subject of complaint, in which the British Community Council 

ined. “f tnged the need for urgent Telied measures on the Prime Minister and 
Minister for Forwign Affairs, and it may be that these representations, which were 
Teceived. in good part, influenced to some degree the improvement that s9an 
occurred, 

2. The General Committee for the Distribution of Commodities in Kind has 
been able to show a creditable record of achievement. Up to the end of June the 
commitice had distributed over 223 tons of locally manufactured and imported 
soap at low price to Government officials and! to mang nen-Government inalita, 
tions and factories. The director-general of loval produce was, moreover, able to 
bow a profit of over I.D.7,000 on the working of the Babylon Soap Factory 
Guriag Seven months under Government control. In addition over, 122,000 
Inetres of utility summer suiting and some 26,000 metres of winter suiting, both 
made in Iraq, have been distributed at low prices to junior officials throughout the 
country. Rice and edible oil have also heen distributed, 
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3. Barley has been coming in from the farms to the United Kingdom Com 
mercial Corporation as fast as the latter can handle it, and deliveries are likely 
to he maintained at this rate until the whole purchase of 200,000 tons has been 
disposed of. As a result of pressure from cultivators anxious to sell more than 
the one-third of the barley crop taken over by the Govermment,. the latter 
‘announced on the 19th August that the remainder of the crop would be freed 
subject to licensed trading. "No wholesale licences bave, however, yet been issued 
urchases have been restricted to those made by the United Kingdom Com- 
| Corporation's agents, except for retail sales in small quantities. ‘The 
roblem has now arisen of persuading the Government not to issue any wholesale 
harley licences except to the United Kingdom Commercial Corporation's agents 
in ordet that purchases by the corporation considerably in excess of 200,000 tons 
be facilitated, the additional quantity being required to meet the inevitable 
ne! und, this time from India, that experience has always shown is to 
bbe anticipated. In the circumstances it Ys perhaps unfortunate that the sugges. 
tion that we should contract for an extra 100,000 tons put forward i my 
telegram No. 656 of the 14th July was not accepted, Y 
4. Efforts made by local authorities to control the prices of fruit aod 
wpotables have not been altogethir successful. In most of the provinces ndequate 
pplies seem to be available at the fixed prices, though these are hatirally much 
tore the prewar level but in Bagdad the postion i es favourable. ‘The Lon 
Mayor haa made gaat and wel planned auieszpt to keep prices down, but the 
retail teadorn have been persistently obstructive and the public too ready’ to trade 
ina new black market. ‘Totnatoes. the most popular and essential vegetable. in 
toca cooking, ware priced at 40 fy ilogramime a the beginning of August at 
a disappeared from the market, and at the end of the month, with the fixed 
price up to M4 fils a kilogramme, good quality tomatoes were hard to find in the 
‘open bazaar. Tho pre-war price wax about 6 fils a kilogeamme for the best 
uality. The price of meat has continued steadily to rise anit in Bagdad now, at 
iO file Goretbing over Ss) a kilogram, it is far heyond the reach of the poor 
5, Imported manufactured articlon are becoming more and more expensive 
‘and the elatorate plans developed under the Law for the Megulation. of the 
onamle Life of the Country, enacted in April lant, have not yet enabled any 
effective control of prices to be extablixhed, The poor townspeople therefore ni 
likely to suffer grievously this winter for want of warm elothine although ou plice 
aro Tairly plentiful. ‘The farming population, on tho other hand, are, tr the 
whole, very well off ‘They are obtatning record prices for their prodti, have 
plonty of food for themselves and with their tribal and village handicrafts are 
much better able to dispense imported clothing than the townapenple 
Novortheloss, in many of tho hill valleys in the northern and north-eastern fronties 
{istrict where Nite grain is grown nnd there has teen a sacasion of had 
wirvests, many of the villages are in a sorry plight. and I have of late repeated 
urged both the Prime Minister und the Minister for Foreign: Atte Goran 
thelr sient so thatthe matewaits concerned supply thew village tie 
h food for the winter and seed to wow for next year’s harvest 
6. Teng’s difficulties irene 


India remain unsolved. Rave Sor ben 


been 


implete. without 
cal ificis o Which Fitre 
nauseoim, Tous of Ten will over this question may well react uguieer our 
efforts to rlieve India's rain crisin poe Sore oe ty ee 
ce geste arender of Taly was wekowed in all parts of the wountry, and the 
‘other good news received from all the battle fronts his maintain hi 
feet nt te ra cata gd 
And auemy propaganda iosguiicant. The released interno have w far given 
rouble a oxios Zakji Kai as been sent back to en 
phy j ww has been went back to the concentration 
‘The secondary elections have now been completed i enc 
tnd the election of Deputies will probably take place atwut the end f the manite 
The rime Minister's ides seoms to be to adopt again as Government candidates 
tost of the Deputies in the last Parliament, but to exclude those who were close 
associated with Rashid Ali in 1941. T have lately impresed on him (and abo 
= the Regent) the need for new blood in the Chamber, but his Excellecey 1 
tinately loyal to his old friends and distrustful of change - % 


ET 


‘Thanks to the regular messages put out by the Arab News Agency, the 

Iraqi newspapers were able to give daily accounts of the Prime Minister's move- 
ments when he was visiting in late July and early August Damascus, Beirut, 
Jerusalem, Amman and Cairo for talks on Ara unity with Arab, political 
leaders. ‘The most important of his converantions were with Nahas Pasha. It is 
hot quite clear what conclusions the two Prime Ministers reached, but it seems 
that it was left to Nahas Pasha to continue to exchange views with the interested 
Parties and then, later on, to call a conference which would endeavour to work oat 
a practical plan of federation based on the highest common factor of agreement 
existing between them. 

10. The Office for Cultural Co-operation between Egypt and Traq, estab- 
lished by decree of the Egyptian Ministry of Education in July 1942, held. a 
meeting in Alexandria in early August, which was attended by two officials of the 
Iraqi Ministry of Education. According to statements which have been made to 
the press, the meeting resulted in the draiting of a treaty of cultural cooperation 
to be concluded between Egypt and Iraq, the accoptance by the Egyptian 
authorities of the Iraqi Secondary Schoo! Certificate as qualifying Iraqi students 
for admission into Egyptian universities without further entrance examination, 
‘and the conclusion of arrangements for the loan to Traq of a number of Exyptian 
professors and teachers. The Arab news agency announced on the 8th September 
that in fature French would be taught in Iraqi schools, in order to bring their 
programme into line with that of the Egyptian schools 

11. The Bagdad newspapers continue to publish articles on Arab tunity, and 
‘one editor has persuaded a tumber of people, whove interest in the subject i8 well 
known, to contribate a symposium of their views, There articls have been 
moderate in tone and have contained nothing now. A ppress and radio campaign 
against Zioninm was started a few days ago, evidently under oficial guidance 
Thave drawn Nuri Pasha's attention to the undesirability of unduly exciting the 

public mind at the present juncture, and was informed that this propaganda hind 
Peon resorted toon the advice of the Eraqi Minister in Washington, who had lately 
reported a strong anti-Arab campaign in the United Staten 

12. The Turkish Government appear to be taking interest in the plans 
which Arab nationalist leaders are now trying to formulate. Soon after Nui 
Pasha’s return to Bagdad from Cairo, the Turkish Minister called on the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, and asked whether any: information could be. given 
to his Government about the ait and scope of the Prime Minister's conversations 
with Nahas Pasha. He was, I understand, given an outline of the Prime 
Minister's general ideas on the manner in-which the Arab comteies could. be 
brought closor togethor, and a few days later the F'rime Minister lot me know that 
hho was hoping ta arrange for the Minister for Forvign Affairs to go to Turkey to 
inform his Turkish colleague of tho action which had already been taken to 

further Arab unity, and to explain that the ultimate hope was that any federation 
of the Arab States brought into being should form part of « larger group of 
Middle Eastern States formed on the lines suggested by Mr. Churchill in his 
troudcnt speech on the 2st March, This idea bears u clove family resemblance 
toan inspiration that came to the Prime Minister a year or two ago fot creating a 
Middle East bloc of countries allied with Great Hritain, though its prrpose is 
probably different. His earlier aim was to strengthen Lraq's position pied-nis 
the Axis by means of regional defenice pactx with the othar countries which were 
‘also in special treaty relationship with Great Britain: now, his immediate 
irpose is more likely to be to dispel the misgivings that the Turkish Government 
fave shown in the past and probably still entertain, at the prospect of a united 
‘Arab State stretching along the whole of their southern frontier. | Up to the time 
of writing this despatch the Minister for Foreign Affairs hns not, however, fallen 
in with the Prime Minister's proposals, and it now seems unlikely that he will go 
to Turkey on this mission 
13. On his return home from Egypt on the 10th August, the Prime Ministor 
found trouble Waiting for him in the Cabinet. Nasrat-al-Farisi, the Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, was upset that such important conversations, touching Iraq's 
external relations, should have been carried. on without his having been consulted 
for even kept informed, He had expressed bis displeasure on this point to several 
friends, and the local Tapers and Tadpoles. haying heard. the story, seized their 
tunity and for a few days Bagdad buzzed with stories of Cabinet resigna- 
tlons and appointments. Nuri Pasha was, however, able after a long week-end 
with the Reyeat to appease the Minister for Foreign fairs and to perwuade him 
do defer all ides of resigning until after the assembly of the new Parliament in 
October. 
{27005} x2 
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14. In August the Ministry of Education published their plans for this 
year’s award of scholarships for higher education ontside Iraq. In all sixty- 
three scholarships are to be given for colleges in Egypt or for the American 
University in Beirut. A wide range of subjects is covered, from Islamic art to 
veterinary surgery (a knowledge of which is, incidentally, greatly needed in this 
country where draught animals lead the life of the damned) and mechanical and 

‘ical engineering. ‘The British Council's representative in Iraq hopes to be 
ble to arrange for all Iraqi students, including Government scholars at the 
American University, Beirut, to be accommodated in a special hostel under the 
supervision of British tutors. This is an excellent plan and may do something 
to correct the fiery nationalist spirit, 20 often akin to Anglophobia, which seems to 
pervade the university as a whole 

19, Two incidents which occarred in Sulaimani are worth recording. The 
first was the absconding of Mulla Mustafa, brother of Shaikh Ahmad of Barzan. 
Malla Mustafa had been banished to Sulaimani after the conclusion of the Barzan 
‘operations in 1931, and evading police control be fed back to his native mountains 
‘on the 13th July. He is now reported to have crossed the border to Turkey. 
Plans are being considered by the authorities to persuade him to return and to 
sottle down peacefully. ‘The second incident was an outbreak of anti-Government 
pampbloteering in Sulaimani town. The mutessarif suspected that two of the 
fous of Shaikh Mahiod. Baba Ali and’ Latif; were telind this mutsance and 
decided to send them and oue or two others to Amara. The police succeeded 
arresting Baba Ali, but Latif evaded them by a short head and fled across the 
border into Persia. "This wax unfortunate tecause Baba Ali (a graduate of 
Columbia: University in New York) though disgruntled and il disposed towards 
the Avab Government, ix far lexs likely to eause trouble than his brother Latif, 
who hus been brought up in Sulaimani and has inherited most of the picturesque 
charnctetiaticn of his turbulent father. Baba Ali and his kinsman Jalal, who 
was arrested at the saino time, have been nent to live at Ramadi, and the 
mutomarif i nogotiating with Shaikh Mahmoud terms for the return of Latif 
Developments are awaited, 

16. ‘Tho Prime Ministor is still itching to sond Traqi troops to Syria. He 
failed last February to pornoads Hix Majesty's Government to accept the offer of 
‘ brigade and now, having heaed privately that the Commander-in chief. Middle 
Kast, might be willing to use a contingent of Iraqi troops somehow and some 
whore, his fertile imagination is once again busy devising now schemes. I think 
the Prime Minister would himself like to see Iraqi troops winning glory fightin, 
‘idle by: side with their British Allies, but he knows that active service outside 


Iraq in the Allied cause would be unpopalar with the Iraqi army. He ix obliged, 
therefore, wo stipulate that they shal only be ased in an area which F to 


homo, and whore there is little danger of coming under fire. ‘There are obviously 
serious political objections to. the use of Leagi troops in Persia or Pal 

Syria in eft ae the only tetritory to which it is posible to offer to send thee 
Service in Syria could moreover be represented in Iraq as a conteibution, not #0 
tnueh to the cause of tho Allies as to tbe cause of Arab unity and thos be the more 
easily justified. 

17, The Prime Minister is nso eagerly toying withthe iden of building a 
broad guage railway from Bagdad to Homs. ‘This would connect Traq with the 
Mediterranean at Tripoli and would be easier and less costly than to build a line 
to Haifa. "Nuri Pasha no doubt also realises that such a line would be a practical 
‘and effective means of streagthening the ties between Iraq and Syria. | He has 
already been discussing with the Director-General of Railways a plan to make 
start by building the first section as far as Ramadi 

18, The results of the Syrian elections have been well received in Tra 
‘The new President, Shukri Qawatli, is well known and popular, and it is folt 
that, in view of the assurances already given by His Majesty's Government, Syrin 
sow has a chance ae achieving. postion of independence and security 
similar to that enjoy |. The Regent telegray personal congrata- 
Tations to the President om his election, andl many of Ms subject did the ne, 

19. The Iraqi Government formally recognised the Syrian Government on 
the 3rd September. ‘The Prime Minister tells me that it is proposed, in due 
course, o raise the status of the Iraqi Consulate-General at Damascus to that of a 
legation and to make the consul-general at Beirut chargé d'affaires pending the 
eventual appointient of a minister. ‘The Arab News Agency antounced that the 
Syrian Government will reciprocate by opening a legation in Bagdad. 

20. The trouble with Saudi Arabia, to which I referred in my despatch 
No. 271, has died away, and the sleeping dogs of jealousy and suspicion raised by 
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the outbreak of disaffection in Hail have once again been allowed to lapse into 
slomber. The new Persian minister, Muhsin Rais, presented his credentials on 
the 28th July, and seems to be pleasant and well intentioned. Iraq's relations 
with Turkey remain normal, but the opening of diplomatic relations with Syria, 
to which I have already referred, may lead to interesting developments 

21. An opportunity does not often occur in these omnibus despatches of 
referring to the work of the Ministry of Information in this country, but T think 
it in well to recall that this continues to be carried on with elliency and enter: 
Prise by the Public Relations Department of this embassy, under the guidance 
ind advice of the head of the mission. ‘The public relations officers haveestablished 
‘a sound position for themselves and some of their major conceptions, such as the 
travelling cinemas on car and launch, and the village reading-rootns, are winnin) 
a place among the established: institutions af the country. The  afiliated 
organisation, the Brotherhood of Freedom, is also beginning to exercise  con- 
siderable influence, through its 650 committees and 7,000 members, Under the 
auspices of the public relation officers and the brotherhood, & number of 
tribal sheikhs and other people of substance have recently been entertaining 
parties of fifty to a hundred British soldiers at their homes and other convenient 
‘entres to meet the local people, and these parties have dove much to extend and 
develop good fellowship between the troops and the people of the country. It ix 
gratifying that the discipline ‘and general behaviour of British and Indian 
{roope, in this country have been, remarkably good and hut, relatively few 
"incidents" have occurred. Considering the harsh climatio conditions, the lack 
of amenities and amasements, and the appalling boredom of the average soldier's 
‘existence in this non-operational command, this is a real tribute to the men. Not 
Jong ago Nuri Pasha commented to me with obvious satisfaction on this happy 
tate of affairs. 

22, Tam sending copies of this despatch to Hix Majesty's representatives 
at Angora, Cairo, Tehran, Jedda and Beirut, the Minister of State at Cairo, His 
Majesty's ‘High Commissioner for Palestine and ‘Transjordan, tho Governor 
General of India, the Commander-in-Chief, India, General Headquarters, Middle 
East, the Political Intelligence Centre, Middle Eat, the Political Resident in the 
Persian Gulf, the Political Agent at Koweit and to His Majesty's Consular 
Officers at Basra and Mosul 

Thave, dc. 
G.H, THOMPSON, 



























































































































































CHAPTER III.—PALESTINE. 


(B 3688/87/31) No. 8 


Viscount Halifax to Mr. Bden—(Recvieed June 2) 
(No. 302) 

HIS Majesty's Ambassador at Washington presents his compliments to His 
Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs and has the honour 
to transmit to him a copy of report by Dr. Weizmann, dated the 12th June, 1043 
Intorview with President Roosevelt 


Washington, 18¢h June, 1043. 


Eneloaure in No. 8 
Report by Dr, Weizmann of aw Interciowe with President Rooneeelt 


‘THE appointment with the President was set for the 11th June, 12 noon, 
but Mr. Sumer Wellex suggested that I should moot him in the State Departinent 
at 11°45, and he would being me to the President 

T met Mr. Welles about 11-50 4.x. and be took me aver by a sbort cut. from 
the State Department to the White Howse, which we reached about a few minutes 
Veforw 12, aud while we were Waiting to be recoived by the President I had a short 

talk with Mr. Welles: T pointed out to him that Iwas anxious to discuss with 
the Prosident the situation. in Palestine, along the xame lines as we had pursued 
in one various interviews, namely, that the matter caunot be allowed tw drift: 
that the Arabs must be told that the Jews have a right w Palest 

"To this Mr. Welles replied that it is quite right that the President should 
bo told explicitly what oar wishex are, and he made the two following remarks 
(a) That Tu Saud was writing rather unpleasant letters recently and demandin 
the stoppage of itunigration, " which, of course, is childish,” 1 Yolly agreed with 

and said that of course Iba Saud may bo a great man, but that he ia desert 
prince and ia very much removed from world aflaire. (8) Mr, Welles stated that 
the next three oF four months will be a period of crystallisation and a great many 
things are being discussed and will be shaped, and therefore it is veey timely that 
the Palestine problom should be dealt with now 

At thie stage we wete interrupted and asked to come into the President's 
Jpeme retel us very cordially and began hy saying tha be bad a tak with 
Mr. Churobill about our affairs; that he had gotten Mr. Churchill to agree to 
the idea of calling together the Jews and the Arabs, and I understood him to say 
that he and Mr. Churchill would be present at such meeting é 

Tat onco remarked that it is most important that the mistakes made at 
tho St. James's Conference in London should not be repeated; that such mistaken 
can be avoided if the Arabs are told beforehand that the Democracies mean to 
alfirin the Jewish rights to Palestine; that the Arabs have got out of the two wars 
& great deal, owing to the blood and treasure spent by the Deaccracies, who, 
therefore, have the right to determine what sort of settlement they consider fair, 
Tho Arabs must be told that the reasons which have brought about the Balfour 

tion and the subsequent development in Palestine have not lost their 
if—on the contrary. 

At this stage the President made several remarks: (a) That the Arabs have 
done very badly in this war. (0) That although the Arabs have vast countries nt 
their disposal, they have done very little towards their development. {c) That 
possibly the Jews might help with the development, just as the United Nations 
Would. He then said that he believes that the Arabs are purchaseable, to which 
Tremarked that T have heard something to that effect 

Tho President then asked another question: He is being told that Jewish 
colonisation is running a deficit all the time, which deficit i filled np by 
charitable contributions from abroad, chiefly from America. I replied that such 
fa report is incorrect, that any country which receives new immigrants is bound 
to spend, money on development, and therefore would have appareaily an 
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unfavourable trade balance, but if one estimates the moneys spent for the develop- 
ment of Palestine and the assets created, and takes into account the production 
of Palestine, then the trade balance is far from being unfavourable. 

‘The President then reverted to the iden of the conference, ou which be and 
Mr. Churchill agreed, and he said : Of course you will see Mr, Churchill and you 
Will discuss. it with him—and then interjected the question: Did you se 
Mr. Churehill bere? And I said, no, Mr, Churchill doesn't like to see me because 
he has very little to tell me. At which he langbed and said he knows that it is the 
tase; that it may be different now in London. 

I then emphasised the necessity of doing things now and not waiting for 
the end of the war: (a) Because one would not like to allow things to harden 
(0) Something may happen in Palestine which may create a very difficult positio 
(c) and this uncertainty is always contributing towards tension. Mr. Welles 

stage said, with the approval of the President, that he fully agrees with 
view, and there ix not going to be a line of demarcation between 
of hostil the beginning of peace, A great many questions are 
hemselves now, like the Food Conference. 

‘Where would you be if a conference does take 
place!” ‘To which T replied that, all being well, T shall see that I find myself 
tn the spat where the conference Joos take place 

Mr, Welles then asked the President whether he would like to send someone 
to Thn Saud to prepare the ground, to which the President said that that would 
be an excellent iden, but Mr, Churchill must be consulted first, and his agreement 
secured, Several aiwes were mentioned in this, connection, iy and 
Mr. Hoskins, Mr. Wallos suggested that Mr. Hoski 
‘capacity. 

Dr. Weizmann then took the opportunity of reverting again to the main prob- 
Jom by suggesting that the present situation is most unsatisfactory and dangerous, 

ows in Palestine have begun to feel themelyes in a trap, and 

f Jewry. naturally creates a very serious state 

this position is wittled and the Jews know that there ix 

in Palostino, the better. ‘The idea that the Araby would revolt, 
wonld not deter the great democracies from doing the right thing hy 
jn threat of Arab revolt is always there and T do not think that 
terinline if the 4 feel that the democracies really 


8. 
resident then rained the question of the difficulty of finding Arab 
T atid that thot is a really serious difficulty. When there was 
and authoritative leader, it was not difeult for him and myself to 
ul briefly told the story of my first talk 
usly was new to the Presi 
acted abot a hort hour, ghanked 
Mr. Welles most warmly in the présence of the President for the great kindness 
nic screens which he ike rendored tn Ge dicot situation, and ‘when Mr. Welles 
took leave from me outside the gates of the White House T again thanked him, 
‘which Mr. Welles said: You should know, Dr. Weizmann, that Tam deeply 
terested 
‘On our way out of the office Mr, Welles said that T may hear from him in about 
six weeks, and that if I want to communicate something t6 him Tan do it through 
Ambassador Winant 


12th June, 1943. 


(1B 4289/87/31) No. 9 


Mr, Eden to Viscount Halifax (Washington), 
No. £20.) 
ly Lord, Foreign Office, 2st July, 1943. 
“WITH reference to my despatch No. 658 of the LIth June recording a sugges- 
tion by the United States Government for a statement by the United Nations 
garding Palestine, I transtit to your Lordship herewith the text of the reply 
‘which I handed to the United States Ambassador'on the 14th duly 
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2. As you will see by the revised draft text of the statement, it is now 
suggested that it should be made not by the United Nations but jomtly by the 
United States and United Kingdom Goveruments 
3. Tam sending a copy of this despateh to the Minister of State at Cairo. 
Tam, 
ANTHONY EDEN, 


Enclosure in No, 9. 
Note handed to Mr. Winant by Mr. Bden, 


IN your letter of the 10th June you were good enough to inform me that your 
Governinent, being deeply concerned over Arah-Jewrsh tension an Palestion 
‘suggested that a statement, of which you enclosed 4 draft, should be issued by the 
United Nations with a view to postponing for the duration of the war a decision 
on the Palestine question. In subsequent conversation you mentioned that the 
State Department saw certain disadvantages ng well as advantages in a statement 

this question by all the United Natious and would have no obyection to the have 

4% joint statement by His Majesty's Government and the United States 
Goverament 

‘We warmly welcome this proposal, which we think will be most valuable ia 
Pyeng ny further nggravation of the position in Palestine. Bat we think 
that the disadvantages of 1 statement by all the United Nations outwelgh the 
advantages, and we should prefer a joint statement by our two Goveruiments 
‘The last sentence of the draft which you enclosed recalls a statement made by 

Lord Cranborne in the House of Lords ob the th May, 1942. and we have there. 
fore suggested an amendment to that sentence whieh brit this oat more fully. 
‘Wo have also thought it wall to add that we shall Hot pormit oF aequieace in any 
changes brought about ty force in the status of Palestine or the adiiniatratien oy 
the cant 

T enclose a redraft of the suggestod \corporating: these amend 
monts and I very much hope that the United vernimeat will agree that 1 
‘can be imued it ite present form. 

ANTHONY EDEN. 


Foreign Office, 14th July, 1943. 


Sub enclosure. 


Suggented Statement by the Goveraments of the United States and 
United Kingdom regarding Palestine 


‘THLE Governments of the United States and of the United Kingdom, havin 
in mind the terms of the United Nations Declaration of the Ist January, LMS, 
Aare agreed that, while public discussions on controversial interuational questions 
aro in general desirable, in order. to promote an. informed public opinion atul 
clarification of the issues involved, it is undesirable that special viewpoints should 
be pressed while the war is in progress to such an extent as to ereate undue 
‘anxiety among United Nations and other friendly Goveruments and pooples 
., In this connexion the Governments of the United States and of the United 
Kingdom have taken note of pablic discussions and activities of a political nature 
relating to Palestine, and consider that it would be helpful to the war effort if 
these were to cease. As in the case of other territorial problems, it is not, in 
their view, essential that a settlement of the Palestine question be achieved prior 
to the conclusion of the war. Nevertheless. if the interested Arabs and Jews can 
reach a friendly understanding through their own ellorts before the end of the 
war, such a development would be highly desirable. In any case, His Majesty's 
Government have already stated that no decision aftecting the basic situation in 
Palestine would be reached without full consaltation with all concerned, includi 
both Arabs and Jews. But they wish to make it clear that they have no intention 
of permitting or aequtescing in any changes brought about by force in the sta 
‘of Palestine or the administration of the country. The United States Govern, 
tment are in full accord witht this policy. 

ANTHONY EDEN 
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(B 8554/87/31) No, 10, 


Mr, Wikeley to Mr. Eden,—(Receiced 16th September) 
(No. 66.) 
Sin, Jedda, 81st August, 1948. 
WITH reference to my telegram No. $45 of 29th August, I have the honour 
to transmit the accomp translation of Ibn Saud's reply to Colonel Hoskins 
in the matter of the meeting between Ibn Saud and Dr. Weizmann. 
Tam sending copies of this despatch and its enclosure to the Minister of 
State at Cairo and His Majesty's representatives at Cairo, Bagdad and. Beirut 
and to the High Commissioner for Palestine. 
T have, &e. 
WIKELEY. 


Enclomire in No. 10, 


King Lon Saud to Colonet Hoskins 
(Translation) 


In the nanie of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful 


Riyadh, 19th Shaaban, 1962/20th August, 1943, 

YOUR Excellency has informed me of the enquiry his Excellency President 
Roonevelt hax been good enough to make as to my views and the views of the 
‘Arabs on the Palestine problem, which has assumed increasing importance in 
recent months. While thanking his Excellency for his close interest iu the matter 
fi for seading so accomplished an envoy as yourself to ask our opinion on the 
Palestine question, we would inform his Excellency that our views on this ques! 
hhave pot changed aad Chat we have already expressed them with all oaeiey in U 
two letters which we seat to his Excellency on the th November, 1988, and the 
‘30th April, 194%. All that we desire is that the clear rights of the Arabs, which 
are as obvious as the sun, should not be smothered by the falsifications of hi: 
and the social and economic theorisings of the Zionist Jews, for “ God has invest 
these with no authority."” 

‘We confirm now all that we said ia our two letters previously mentioned, and 
we express also the hope that the deeds of those who hold the just and humane 
ideals, to defend which was, we know, the sole reason for America's exitering this 
savage war, will not be linked, through ignorance of the truth, with an act of 
inhumanity that would obliterate the rights of the Arabs in Palestine and 
‘constitute such a tragic and fatal blow to the Arabe ax history has never hefore 
ween, 

While we are hap to rei the honourable promi ae Note 1) that 
this question will be given just and fair consideration after the defeat of the 
‘Axis, we would beg his Excellency to apply the provisions of the White Paper 
at least for the duration of the war, for the failure to ay iply those provisions 
and to stop immigration, which has exceeded the limits taid down for it (sce 
Note 2), is a serious violation of the cot of contracts and ees and 
works in favour of the Jews all along the fine and against the Arabs in a way 
that can neither be doniited nor misrepresented. But ax regards my taking any 
effective part in negotiations to solve the Palestine problem otherwise than by 
expressing my views and giving advice—that is impossible, for I have no direct 
concern in the country or with the Arab public who are concerned in this 
‘question. I, therefore, can only take action after ascertaining the ideas of the 
interested oem ‘in whose hands lies the power to loose and bind in this 
apetion hy ich most would be poate fo diet epaion tard solution 
‘of the problems in the light of those ideas, and if his Excellency thinks it fittin 
that we shoald approach the Arabs and ascertain their views we will do so, God 
willing 

’As regards hin Excellency’s reference to my mecting De. Chaim Weizmann, 
I should like his Excellency the President to know that we sincerely: welcome all 
who visit us, no matter what their religion, and do our duty by honouring them 
as befits their rank. But the Jews are on a special footing. The noble President 
is well aware of the enmity that exists and has existed between us and them from 
‘of old. It is an enmity well known and treated of in the books that we possess, 
and from first to last fiw always been deep-rooted in ux. Hence it will appear 
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that we do not feel ourselves safe from Jewish treachery and can neither hold 
discussions with them nor trust their profises, and that for two reasons : firs, 
use we know their intentions towards the Arabs and the Muslims; second, 
because we have not consulted the Arabs and ascertained their intention 
although, as we said abov Excelleney wishes us to conslt the \rabs and 
ascertain their views we ‘ure ready to meet his wishes As for the 
Imeatione, De. Chaim Weismann, be in particular Is my enemy, for tt Was he 
who hud the outrageous impudente to single me out among all the Arabs and 
Muslims to address to me the base demand that I should turn traitor to my 
religion and my country. By that act be has increased my hatred for hit and 
all who follow him. This demand was made in the first year of this war, when 
he sent to me a certain European to request me to abandon the Palestine question 
support for the rights of the Arabs and Muslims there and to aller 
ation of that £30 million, this sum being guaranteed by his F: 
Roosevelt himself. Could there be impudenco or baseness grea 
bo @ orime greater than the crime that this man has dared 
est of me and in making the noble President the 
mn act! T do not doubt that his Excellency the 
resident would refuse to countenance this both for my sake and his own. 'Thix 
is one of tho reasons for my attitude which I should like you to lay before his 
Excellency so that he may see to what lengths the Jews go in seeking to attai 
ved ends and so that he may look with that sound judgment of his into 
‘these acts, the mere mention of which is sufficient description of thet, 


Noten 

1. ‘The envoy ashed what wax meant by *‘ honourable promises "” montionedt 
im the body of the message. In reply he was told that we had understod 
President Roosevelt's statement in his verbal message, that after the defeat of 
tho Axis all problems would be settled, to be an honourable promise to settle the 
Halestine question. Colonel Hoskin greed with the construction we had put 
‘on the phrave, 

2 Ho also. asked what was moant by "stopping immigration, which hax 
exceeded the limits Inid down for {t," for the Government of Palestine had told 
‘him that since the imme of tho White Paper immigration had not beon allowed 
to exceed the numbor prescribed in it. In reply: ho was told that if legal and 
illegal immigeation were reckoned together it) would appear that they. had 
exoredod the limit stated. He agreed with this explanation aleo 
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CHAPTER IV.—PERSIA. 


A.— Miscellaneous. 
[B 3795/38/34) No. 11. 
Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Bden—(Received 30th June.) 


raphe.) shea, 290h June, 1943. 
Y telegram No, 724. 

Counsellor had Jong talk with the Shab this morning, The latter opened 
interview by stressing his deep appreciation of the aetion of Ul 
Legation in modifying terms of his British press intorviews, He said all in 
Views had consisied of replies to certain questions submitted to him by tho 
journalists. (Text of questions submitted by British journalists yo to you by 
hag) The Shab stated that replies had been seen and approved by Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, Ala and Ebiehaj. He himself would have preferred general 
conversation with the journalists, Counsellor pointed out obvious danger of 
Heads of States enteriig into details on foreign policy, The Sha fully agrost 
‘and added that mach detail had been drafted by his advisers, 

Counsellor, after congratulating the Shah on the success of hie visit to 
Isfahan, mentioned how unfortunate it was that the Queen had not yot, mastered 
Persian and could not thorefore talk at her ease to Persian people, The Shah 

reed and said that he realised that he wax not getting all the support he 
requited from the Queon in his difficult tank. ‘The latter was extremely shy with 
overylody and even with himself as a result of her upbringing. Her shyness 
was often taken for pride bot that wan not tho case.” ‘The Shnb assured the 
Counsellor that he would do all he could to improve the situation, Tn hin view 
the Queen ought to belp him inviting hoypital, 
(he Counsellor thea raised the question of Palace expenditure, which wax 
‘a subject of such wide criticiam, Could not the Shah exercise a strictor conttul 
and let it be known that the Palace in time.of war and general suflering was an 
example adopting all possible economies! ‘The Shah replied that if the present 
‘expenditure continued he would be bankrupt in two years. His personal expendi 
ture was modest aid he could bardly dismiss numbers of Palace employees who 
would only be loft to dic of starvation. Me realised that it, was in his intoronts 
{o make economies, There would be a change for the better in large mums 
at present being spent at the Palace on dresses and other Inxuries if tho interests 
Of those conceried could be diverted to more useful channels. He would do his 
est 
As regards political questions the Shah felt, that. Sobeily was fast falling 
r the influence of the Rassians, This was dangerous and he felt it might 
soon be necessary to put Ali Mansur in his place. He was most anxious about 
loctions but he felt that it would be most. dangerous for him to co-operate with 
faich retrograde elements as (group undecypherable) who had already made 
‘approach (o him on the subject. Ax for Nasir Khan [one group undecypherable | 
he ought to be liquidated as a iraitor and no fate was bad enough for him. His 
property should be taken from him and divided up amongst the (ivis 
satlsactory to ind the Shub adopting 40 vigorously a suggestion which originally 
reached hitn from Britieh Military Attaché). 

Before leaving the Counsellor impressed on the Shab the’ importance of 
putting complete confidence in all American advisers and giving them a free 
[and to do their best for the country. This was particularly the case as regards 


General’ Ridley, sad {group undecypheratle, ¥ French) adver. The Shut 


freed and said that there was now no difference of opinion with Ridley as to 
nan for re-organisation of the army. The question of selection, particularly of 
persian allicers, for certain jobs had been got round by the Ministry of War 
submitting to Ridley « panel from which to choose his requirements. 

Financial Counsellor is 10 ace the Shah Ist Joly to explain the gravity of 
financial situation. 
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(E 8761/38/94) No. 12 
Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Eden. —(Received 29th June.) 


Tehran, 29h June, 1948. 
ERE is no doubt that the Shah hopes to play a larger part in the affairs 
There is yood reason to believe that he subsidises newspapers and 
in hoping to inlluence [group undecypherable] by various means including 
i leaders. He retains control of the army and in order to retain its 
refrains from using his influcnce to moderate its more extravagant 
Is and opposes punishment of officers for any offences they may commit 
In & regent conversation with Dr. Millspaugh the Shah indicated to 
him elewely ious statements including references to the wartime powers of 
the President of the United States and the Prime Minister of Great Britain 
ght he himself ought to have power lo govern by decree. 
lapaugh gave discouruging reply hinting’ that the leasan of history was 
that Kings who became politicians did not as « role remain king 
SEN ISR Sea pe 
ition Mlorded by Newypaper” interviews. for thin purpaae “American 
newspapers will shortly publish United Press Interview which ix on the whole 
harmless but on 4th Jaly they will print message from the Shah to the Ate 
people which, n that ie arp on he fact that both the Americans and Persians 
love independence may suggest that we who opposed it in Americn may not 
favour it in Persia. Th an interview with representatives of the Daily Chronicle 
and Daily Herold, the Shah made several rash statements which T have induced 
him, theough Minister of Court, to delete lest they should give rise to controversy 
in the United Kingdom and pethap expose Hix Majesty to criticinm. Of thew 
statements one implied that sterling rials rate of exchange was unjust. to Persia 
and auother that Great Britain had failed to carry out clause 7 of Tripartite 
Treaty, entered a ropeated clainy that after the four Creat Powers mo country 
‘und mde wich saceitices for the Allied cause ax Persia. Interview also contained 
tho mggestion which, if it had not been deleted, might have aroused Russian 
suspicion. This was that Persia and Groat Britain should have closer relations 
in econotnic, political and even military affairs. (Group. undecipherable 
1 Milspaugh | inforiny me he waa not consulted about those interviews thoogh 
he thinks the Minister for Foreign Affairs inay have been, 

4. Possibly the succes of his visit to fwfahan has confirmed the Shah in 
hin belief that he was born to be w benevolent despot. Unfortunately there are 
many difhcultion in the road of thix aim, in particular the unpopular army and 
bitter memories of Roza Shah's régime. Moreover, any attempt to set ‘vj 
despotiam, $0 long ax the Raskians are in Versin, would, 1 think, meet with 
‘opposition from them. ‘This legation has always done ite best to give the Shah 

oor! ndvice and in tho Inst few days hax saved im from possible attacks tn the 
‘nglish press by inducing him to amend newspaper interviews, and hax sep! 
message, which it is hoped will reach him, that if be wishes to be thought. a 
reformer and i “" man of the left,” as he says he dees, it would be well to make 
the Court set an example of austerity. Not only are tho Royal family and 
entourage wildly spendthrift but the Shah himelf seems to take no steps. to 
control Palace expenditure 


No, 19. 
‘Sir R, Bullard to Mr. Eden (Received 5th July.) 


Tehran, 29h June, 1943. 

‘THE. Soheily Government bas managed to survive practically intact since 
imy despatch No; 139 of the @th April las, although it eannot be said that ite 
cearcer has revealed any particular merit. ' Bayat (Sham us Saltan) succeeded 
Saleh at the Ministry of Finance, and T'tibar took over the Ministry of 
Agriculture. Both of these Ministers were also Deputies, a fact which was 
use in an interpellation by the Deputy Tabatabai during’ May to attempt to 
overthrow the Government. The interpellation also alladed to the Govern. 
ment's action in handing over certain powers to the Military Governor in con. 
nexion with the suppression of the press, but it failed to find much support 
and was rejected by a large majority. Whether this showed that the Majlis 


ay 


was whole-heartedly behind Sobeily is more than doubtful. It more probably 
showed that the Majlis disapproved of Tabatabai, and that the members were 
unable to make up their minds who would be a satisfactory successor, if Soheily 
Went. A great deal of dissension has been reported among the various mneinbers 
Of the Cabinet, most of whom, including Hikmat, Tadayyan and Marshal Amir 
Ahmedi, seem to have aspired to the post of Prime Minister themselves. Othe 
Candidates for that high office were Ali Mansur, now Governor-General of 
Khorasan, Majid Ahy, now in Russia ax Persian Ambassador, and the absent 
vid Zia ed Din Tabatabas, | Hikmat finally resigned in the middle of June, 
owing, he said, to his feeling that the Prime Minister was not giving him proper 
support in his administration of the Ministry of Justice. No Minister of the 
Interior was appointed and Soheily has remained in charge of that Ministry 

2 Signs of a change in tribal policy were to be seen, On the one hand, 
Marshal Shahbakbti, as the result of constant pressure from this Legation, was 
definitely ordered to call the blu of Nasir Qushgai and attack. the dis 
Uribesmen with the forces at his disposal. After a great deal of delay. h 
8, and on the whole the results seem to be satisfactory, as the Quahgai 
leaders seem to be breaking away from Nasir and his bro! hosrow, both. of 
whom have fled. I have reported an this more fully in: the Section "' Tribal 
Situation " in this despatch. ‘There has, of course, been a good deal of oriticixm 
of the action of the Persian Government, both from Depaties like Naub 
from the Turkish Ambassador, who speak of " fratricidal strife.” It i 
fore, to the Government's credit that it has 90 far endeavoured to restore ot 
and governmental authority in lange areas of South Persia. On the other h 
tribal leaders have, in two cases, been summoned to the aid of the G 
Ibrahim Qawam (Qawam ul Mulk) has been sent to. Fars to help 
though without formal appointment to any post, whilst the woalthiest. and 
perhaps the cleverest of the senior Bakhtiari Khans, Morteza Quli, Samsam: 
Kakhtiari, has been sent to govern Bakhtiari, ‘The latter left for his post on 
the 21st June and it is hoped that he will be able to reassert authority on behalf 
of the Government throughout hix tribal territory, and in particular to bri 
the scatter-brained malcontent, Abul-Qusitn, to heel. It must not be imagined, 
however, that these two appointme! 4 return to the old system of tribal 
rule through semi-autonomous * 11-Khanin’ 

3. In his three first reports for the P hx covering. the period 
dealt with in this despatch, the Director-General of Finance (Dr, Millspaugh) 
has made an amessment of the present economic and financial situation. in 
Persia, and has pointed out that the most urgent taxks before the Govern 
fare that they should dea! with the inflationary rise in price, and ahould. bala 
the indget, T have already reported at length om thest aspect of the st 
and T propose to do no more in this despateh than indicate in. broad ge 
terms the financial and economic background against which the Governin 
‘carries on the country’s basiness, and the measures that are in boing or in con 
templation for dealing with the emergency. 

4. The price increase has continued, although there are now signs. that 
the measures of control that Dr. Millspaugh has forecast have stayed. the 
upward course, Wages are slowly attempting to keep pace, although up to now 
the Government, on account of its own financial stringency, has been unable to 

salaries Millspaugh’s own words, aro 
stealing: is not limited to the 
and their families alive. The 


obligations, 

Scheme has heen inaugurated under the powers con- 

Millspatgh by the Special Powers Law, which Soheily, with 

perhaps more courage than was expected, pushed through the Majlis against 
Powerful. if not very vooal, opposition. So far only the beginnings of the scheme 
tre in teing, and the measures already vaken are in the uature of preparation 
of the ground. A Price-Stabilisation Section (P-S.S.) has been established under 
the direct controf of an American director general, reonsibe to the Director- 
General of Finance. ‘The authority of the Majlis is being ought for the engage- 
ment of nine additional American assistants for this service. Certain goods 
{mainly essential commodities) have been declared Government monopolies, and 
their import and export prohibited except by the PSS. or by merchants acting 
under Government licence, and regulations bave been made with the object 
of bringing under Government control the stocks of these commodities that are 
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already in the country and held up by speculators and hoarders. An attempt 
has bega made to stablise rents bya Regulation, which fixes renta at the figure 
prevailing in February 1943. 

@. iwo other iinportant. projects are before the Majlis—a Bill to revise 
the present inadequate law relating to Income Tax, and 0 Bill to authorise an 
issue of Treasury Ronds They are making a leisurely progress, through 
Parliamentary Commissions, and Dr. Millspaugh has now informed the Prime 
Minister that both must be passed without further delay. The Income Tax 
Bill has aroused much criticicm from the vested interests who would be hard bit 
by it, and the Prime Minister bas already bowed before the storm and hinted 
that there will be "adjustments before the measure reaches the Statute book, 

7. Other projects have been launched by the Government in an attempt to 
reduce the amount of currency in circulation, including the sale of Government 
stocks of silver and diamonds. Not much success has so far attended therm 

gold on behalf of His Majesty’s Government began om the 26th June, 
necidental relief to the currency situation may be afforded by this 


Ie it now evident that Persia is faced with a deficit of at least 1,500 
million rials on the budget for the current financial year, There ix no hope 
that this can be met from internal resources, and Dr. Millapaugh, has alrendy 
recommended to the Government that on application should be made to Britain 
‘and the United States for financial help in the form of a loan. 

9. Tho Majlix has been in session througbout the period under review, and, 
‘ax mentioned above, has passed some legislation. It also passed the first read 
of a Bill for the insurance of workmen in the middie of April, The, yariow 
ro-called “parties” still exist, at any rato on paper. The '' Tudeh "party 
is still the only one which seems to have achieved a definite policy aud to have 
conducted « definite campaign in the provinces. Talk of certain other com 
ax of parties is wometimen heard, ¢.9~ the "* Hamrahan '” party of Mustafa 


an o be reach mderstanding not only with the Liberal 
as nad Sade 4 it al o with the ** nore 


her of 
we for 


uM gas that both the Shah and 


Jovernment are proposing to do something for the religious elements in this 
Meese The ruling ne Quis appane ta have extracted some promites from Ube 
Shah during his journey to Tst ‘They appear to have asked for greater 
freedom for pr srs, for the election of five prominent mujtahids to the next 
Majlis (a provision which existed im the original Constitution but was ignored 
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by Reza Shah), and for the presence of a sort of religious adviser at the Court. 
Certain negotiations with mujtahids of Kertels and Najaf seem to be in progress, 
and one of them, Haji Agha Hussein Qammi, made a pilgrimage from Najal 
Where he had been throughout the last reign, to. Meshed.” Four of the oldest 
mujtahids of Teliran are making overtures to this legation and will nn, doubt 
endeavour to get back some of the power, not only religious but also politi 

of which Reza Shah deprived them so thoroughly. The main pretest for. this 
movement for a return to religion seems to be that it is necessary to connteract 
the godless influence which is threatening the country from the north. Tt rema 

fo te sewn whether the disadvantage of reactionary return to political joblery 
hy venal mullahs will not outweigh the advantages of an anti-Bolshevik drive 
with the slogan “* Back to Islam" 

12. The Shah has continued to,take ay active interest in all the aflairs of 
his realm, in fact, he is continually eriticised for taking too much interest in some 
of them, especially in the army. which he. is determined to regard as his. own 
special preserve. He also continues to spend the large sums of money which his 
father has accumulated, and though a great deal. goes in charity aad good works, 
the fact that no accounts are ever published lends colour to the tories. that 
circulate about Hin Majesty giving substantial subsidies to newspaper writers 
fund to Deputies in the Majlis. Hussein Ala hax continued tortor. the 
funetions of an eloquent and punctilious Minister of Court, hough he fds it 
difficult to resteain the bad influences round the Shah,’ dificult that At is 
doubtful whether he ever tries to do so. A Royal visit to Isfahan early in June 
Was a great succes and i to be the precursor of other visits to provincial centres. 
Te seems to have been marred only by the failure of the Quoen to arouns the 
centhusianm of tho women of Tefaban;. she did talk to a, group of Persian Indies, 
hut only for a few minutes. and through an interpreter, The Shah has been trying 
during the last few daye to exercise an influence over foreign politics by moann 
of press interviews, Ho hay sent to. the American. people a Fourth of July 

the atreas it lays upon tho love of independence which Darya 
Britis 
Daily 
His Majenty's Legation fortuontely 
to delete or amend. One of these statements implied 
exchange init to Persia; another that 
Fy out late ono cavie) of the Trip 
while a third claimed that, next to the four Groat Powers, no eonntry 
we xo much ax Persia for the Allied cause It ix significant that the Shah 
‘id oot consult the Prime Minister about thes interviews; he may, have epoken 
to the Miniater for Foreign Aflaire an the subjeot—Koowing that M. Sued would 
not be a severe critic. The personal extravagance of the Court is eaaning frie 
of the Pablevi dynaxty much anxiety, It will be remembered. that of 
rials which the late Shah transferred to his son, the fatter ‘lent 
ate, OF the 300 million which be retained, the Shalt liu given away 
large sums for charitable and public objects: he bax spent much in subs 
d individuals to secure their support: and Paluce axpyt 
ly that of the Royal aisters, must have swallowed! up a vory farge mun 
indication that the end of the 900 million is ia sight: that he recently 
Dr. Millspaugh as to a refund, out of the 400 million lent to the State 
which be wa give for the provision of » water supply for Dushire 
—an approach which was unsuccessful. If the Shah has to apply to the State for 
a civil list and in asked to produce an acconnt of his expenditure since hin 
accession to the throne, the figures, if ever produced, will afford a sid contrast 
to the prevailing poverty of the countey during that period and will make it 
ifficult for the Shab to persuade the people that he really is, as he claims to be, 
reformer and a "man of the Left.” 
Foot Situation. 

13, An improvement in the rate of delivery of imported wheat, barley and 
millet has made it possible to build up gradually a reserve of grain in. the 
Government silo at Tehran, which by the 19th June amounted to 10367 tons, or 
‘six weeks’ supply. This process had already begun when, in the second week of 
April, the Soviet Government, without. previously consulting Hix Majesty's 
Government or the United. States, Government, announced their intention of 
despatching to Tehran, beginning in May, a quantity of 25,000. tons of wheat 
at the rate of 7,500 tonsa month. The promised wheat, according to the Soviet 
uthorities in Tebran, bore no telation to deliveries under the Anglo-American 
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Food Agreement, It was also not to interfere, as the Persian Government soon 
discovered, with the delivery by the Persian Ministry of Supply to the Russian 
forces in Azerbaijan of the full amounts of grain previously agreed upon between 
the Soviet authorities and the Persian Ministry of Supply, viz.. 5,000 tons of 
‘wheat, 15,000 tons of barley and 30,000 tons of rice. More curiously still, from 
our point of view, the Russian promise to the Persian Government was made 
independently of the fact that 20,000 tons of wheat and flour were then en rowte 
to the Persian Gulf on Russian acount, including 10,000 tons of lease-lend 
wheat. 

14, ‘The Russian grain to arrive in Tebran on the 10th May, and by 
the 19th June nearly 8,000 tons had been delivered. Our own deliveries of wheat 
are likely to be limited in consequence of this new development to the 25,000 tons 
originally promised to the Persian Government under the Food Agreement, of 
which some 21,000 tons have already been handed over. If Russian deliveries are 

ned it will probably be unnecessary for us to deliver the further 5,000 to 
which it was estimated would be necessary to keep the country supplied until U 
harvest. Arrangements are also being made to stop any further supply of 
‘uulteronts from traq,. Tehran is already consuming all. wheat bread 

15, The Persian Government took advantage in May of the improved supply 
position in Tehran to raise the price of Government bread throughout the country 
from 2 rials a kilog. to 3.rials a kilog., in order to avoid the loss hitherto incarred 
‘on sabsidised bread. This decision aroused surprisingly little criticism in Tehran, 
but in atleast one provincial town the authorities failed to enforce the new price 
in the {nee of popular opposition 

16, The bread supply in the provinces remained generally insecure. In the 
weat, sources of supply, which had remained inaccessible during the winter 
months, became available again in the spring, whilst imported wheat and millet 
were alto despatched in small quantities to eke out local supplies. In the south 
Bushiro in being fed entirely on imported grain and supplies have alvo been sent 
to Shiraz, Kerman and Yead, but transport diffcalties, not to mention the theft 
‘of one cotisignment on the road by the Persian army, have impeded the fulfilment 
of the original programme for the supply of imported cereals to these provincial 
deficit arous. Fortunately, the prospects of an excellent harvest, combined with 
the removal of the threat of a German invasion through the Caucamis, have 
brought considerable supplies of grain on to the free market in tnovt arcas, and 
wero the Persian Government themselves hare failed to wupply a town with 
suficient grad brand, all excopt the very poor have generally been able to buy 
supplies of "free bread, at not onreasonable prices 

17. Arrangements to collect sulficient of the new geain crop to meet the 
requirements of Tehran and the large towns. estimated at 300,000 tons for the 
whole of next year, have been put in train. Landlords have been required as in 
previous years to give undertakings to deliver their surplus crops to the Govern: 
ment. at price fixed at 3,000 rials a ton, with special prices in the frontier 
dixtricte. Tn ordor to vettle the amount of these undertakings at a fair level, the 


crops in certain important aroas have been assessed by survey officials 
working under the supervision of our consular, liaton In Khuzistan, 
a 


where the harvest has already been gathered, landlords have undertaken 
some 8,500 tons, at a price whieh has been fixed at 4,000 rials a ton with a view 
to dicouraging the smuggling of grain into Traq. 

18. The cultivators’ share of the erop has been excluded from the scope of 
the official collection acheme, but the Persian Government is hoping to parchase 
‘large proportion of it either direetly or throngh commission agents, making tse 
where possible of sugar. tea, cloth and other barter goods in part payment. In 
some districts, especially where the Government has previously experienced 
difficulty in enforeing tndertakings, arrangements have also been set on foot to 
buy up the landlords’ surplus, not by enforcing the undertakings systera, but by 
means of ordinary civil contracts between the Government and individual land 
lords, or commission agents empowered to purchase frum them, with the sole 
proviso that the contracted quantities from any riven area shall be greater that 
the amounts which would have heen die under the legal undertaking. Our 
consular liaison officer in Shiraz bas arranged contracts of this kind for the 
delivery of 30,000 tons of wheat and barley, and negotiations are in Tiand for the 
whole of the surplus crop in the Sistan area in East Persia to be bought up hy 
1 reliable British-Indian commission agent who made successful purchases on 
Government behalf in the same area last year. 

19. Although the exceptionally ‘cond spring rains have heen offeet in many 
areas by indifferent sowings, it seems likely that sufficient grain will be harvested 


65 
is summer to remove the two principal incentives to hoarding: fear of scarcity 
and hope of speculative profit. At the same time the heavy crops in Traq may be 
expected to diminish the loss of grain by smuggling. It scems, in fact, reasonable 
to hope that the Ministry of Supply, aided in the provinees by our consular 
Kinison aficers, on whom it has become increasingly dependent, as well as. by 
the officers now being lent from the Syrian grain purchasing organisation, of 
Whom two have already arrived, will succeed in collecting sufficient grain to feed 
the towns of Persia next year without recourse to Allied help. Some fears have 
expressed that grain collection will be adversely affected by the introduction 
Of the new income tax law, on the assumption that landlords will refuse to declare 
their real surpluses in order to avoid these being used as the basis of tax 
Assessment. 
Traneport. 

20. Tt becomes more and more apparent that this is the bottle-neck in most 
forms of economic activity. During the period under review the contact between 
the Allied sapply authorities and the Persian administration has increased by 
the setting up of new committees whose scope it is to see how hest the needs of 
local agriculture, industry and trade can be met. In each case transport, has 
‘been found to be the primary need. Contact between these committees (on which 
the Mfillspaugh Mission is represented) and the Rond Transport Board has 
enabled many transport problems to he solved, The latter has worked. contin- 
ously, in contact with the Persian Government Road Transport Department 
whose activities it directs, Ax the control of motor transport tightened, the 
‘expected opposition from merchants and the transport trade arose; it was most 
Virulent, and so general that even the Government and the Pi 
signs of joining it. The Anglo-American authorities, however, presented a firm 
front agninst this attempt to break up the control, by threatening to cut aff 
supplies of new vehicles and tyres if the control was sabotaged, ‘The attacks were 
then concentrated against the British director of th sport Department, 
wehose personal reputation was involved; and a situation has arinen which makes 
it necessary to replace him as soon as’ a suitable succossor In 
spite of these vicissitudes it hs been possible to introduce a somblance of organ- 
sation into road transport and to divert transport frum uncssential work to 
the task of collecting cereals, of fighting locusts, and of carrying essential 
foodstuffs, fuel for industrial and civilian consumption, &e. 

21, “The Road Transport Department now hax about 500 leam-lend motor 
trucks and 1,000 contracted motor trucks, In one month it carried 25,000 tons 
of goods to 423 destinations, half being for the Government and half for mer 
chants, and half of the goods carried being foodstuffs. Still more vebiclen are 
necessary to fulfil plans for the collection of the coreal harvest, to aupply the 
needs of industry (especially the mugar industry, which has a heavy. proges 
of sugar-beet transport) and fo distribute elementary commodition stich a 
sugar and cotton piece-goods throughout the country, 

22. Deliveries by the railway of civil goods, in particular oil, have greatly 
improved. The following space on the railway has been allotted :- 


Tons per day. 
Coreals = 130 
Sugar and tea <.. rie) 
Other goods”. : EY 
oil —— iid = 620 


This total daily carried, which excludes supplies to Russia and other 
non-civil traffic, probably exceeds the whole tonnage carried by the line before it 
was taken over by the British Army. Nevertheless the Persian Government still 
complains that not enough is being carried A request has now been made to 
scarry a Ia ‘of dates from the south, but this request is believed to 
Ihave been isp influential speculators rather than by responsible supply 


Civil Supplies, 

28. Shortage of shipping caused by military needs necessitated a drastic 
reduction of import quotas earlier in the year. Even so, the real limit to the 
amount of goods coming into the country remained the capacity of the ports and of 
inland transport to receive and distribute them. Much hardship was caused by 
the scarcity of imported commodities, and this helped to increase the cost. of 
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Repeated representations were made on this subject by the Persian 
nment and, at a recent conference to fix Middle East import quotes, the 

British and American representatives from Tehran put up a strong ease to the 
Middle East Supply Centre, Cairo. As a result, Persian quotas of motor trans- 
Port and other essential supplies were increased. It is now planned furtber- 
more to move about §,000 tons of civil goods each month (including oereals) up 
the railway. ‘These moyements will take place after consultation with the Price 
Stabilisation Section of the Ministry of Finance and it should be possible to 
ensure that those goods are carried which will (a) supply essential nceds and 
(0) help to stabilise prices 

24. A. useful system of committees now operates, Under the Anglo- 
American Combined Supplies Committee and ite Executive Committee there 
exist sub-committees dealing with agriculture, industry, chemicals and mining, 
and medical supplies. All these work closely’ with the Road ‘Transport Hoard 
‘Throngh them increasing contact has been maile with the Persian Administration 

private industr Uhoy serve ax a link with the Middle East Supply 

re, Olla and the other Allied organisations concerned with civil supplies. 
The Middle ast Supply Centre, Tora, coptinue to play at important part in 
arranging and controlling imports to Persia from countries under British ot 
American control, and in encouraging local development of agriculture, mining 
‘and industry. ‘The Russians haye been offering more goods than before in ait 
Sffort to obtain rials and intend evidently to.develop this trade regariless of 
Middle East Supply Centre—and of Persian Government control 


Tribal Situation—Kary, 


25. The gradual elimination by Nasir Qasbgai of the authority of the 
Persian Government from large parts of Fars is well known. All semblance of 
this authority had disappeared from a large area, contred on Firuzabad, of which 
ho was in undisputed control. Tt was clear that he was consolidatang his position 
fand acquiring more adherents among landowners and peasants, who, since the 
Government were unable to protect them, had, under the threat of pillage, no 
alternative to conciliating Nasir, Numerous approaches by the Governinent not 
‘only failed to persuade Nasir, stiffened certainly by the Gerinatts who were ktown 
to be with him and by pro-German elements in Tebiran, to accept terius consistent 
with the recognition of the Central Government, bat rather increased his prevtize 
His succossful, if polite, defiance encouraged other dissident tribal chiefs to show 
4 bold front, aod this resulted in a rapid weakening of Government authority 
over a widening area extending to the oilfields, and to an increase in law lemness 
and insecurity which coald hardly fail in time to affect our intereste. In 
Bakhtiari a young Khan, Abul Qasim, had set himself up in defiance of Govern. 
ment with pretensions to be ruler of Bakhtiari, and had collected a band of arsed 
followers which allowed him to exact money and grain fron Bakhtiari villages 
In April, at his instigation attacks were made on Persian garrisons in the Janiki 
country suficiently close to the oilfields at Masjidi Suleiman and Haft Kel to 
cam lerppoary anally for ther safety 
the end of last year General Headquarters, Paiforce, ware concer 
shout the aatety of the Bushire-Shirar road, which ft tus, re thet tines eae 
to uso to m greater extent for the transport of supplies to Russia. Although there 
had boon no serious interference with our military traffic, a series of minor rob. 
heries and hold-ups had hampered the work being done by our engineers on the 
improvement and maintenance of the road, and had created some anxiety among 
Inbourers and transport drivers. Tt was’ evident that there would be no. real 
security on the road untit the Persian Government had established some respect 
for their authority in Fars, and that this could not be achieved as long as Nasir 
Qushgai continued in defiance. ‘The Persian forces in Fars were demoralised after 
4 ong peviod of inaction and were immobile through lack of transport. It was 
agreed with General Headquarters, Paiforce, that the Persian Government should 
be urged to take more decisive measures to ensiire the security of the road and to 
reestablish their authority over the Qasbgai trites, General Headquarters, 
Paiforce, undertook to supply the minimam amount of mechanical transport 
considered essential for the operations, to provide basic rations, blankets ‘and 
ffeateoats for the gendarmerie protecting the road, in the hope that. this would 
fend to « more efficient performance of their duties, id to sead te Shiraz a emall 
staff of British officers for liaison with the Persian troops, and the supervision of 
the use and maintenance of this transport and the issue of the rations. “The 
Persian Government decided to appoint General Shahbakhti, an officer of the old 
school with a reputation to maintain for courage, energy and astuteness in dealing 
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with the tribes, with fall eivil and military powers in Fars: The mere announce 
‘ment of his appointment had on the tribal situation an immediate effect which, 
howeser, wore off as weeks passed in inaction. : 

27." There may at first have been some justification for this inaction in the 
delay in the arrival of the transport promised by Paiforce, without which, it i# 
probably true, General Shahbakhti was unable to act; but the delay was unfortu- 
hate int that the pro-German party, whose tool Nasir was, headed by the Deputy 
Nowbakcht, had tne to work up a considerable agitation in Parliament and press 
in favour of Nesir and against " fratricidal warfare."” ‘That we had pressed the 
Persian Government to undertake these operations, that we were providing assist~ 
ace and that British officers were in Fars to see that they were carried. ont was 
well known, and the agitation inevitably assumed a strongly anti-British bias, 
Only traitors, it was said, would lend themselves to British designs against the 
patriotic Nasir, whose father had so successfully foiled all British attempts to 
take jon of Fars. This agitation had a harmful effect on the never very 
firm decision of the Persian Government, which quickly communicated itself to 
General Shahbakhti and the forces in Fars; and it was not until the end of May— 
General Shahbakhti having arrived in Shiraz in Februnry-—that he allowed him- 
felt to be pormunded that the Government realy meant bim to act After an 
initial set-back the first stage of the operations, of which the object was the 
eccupation of Firuzabad and other important places in the area dominated by 
Nasir, was successfully completed by the 12th June. 

‘DBAs was expected, as soon as it was realised that the Government really 
meant business, onganised opposition rapidly disinterated, and Nasir, with an 
unknown bat probably not large number of followers and, according to Yocal 
reports, two Germans, is now in hiding in the hills. ‘The Persian Air Force is 
Using the landing ground at Farrashband prepared by Nasir and the Germans for 
the arrival of German aircraft. Unless the Persian authorities mishasdle things 
badly the power and prestige of Nasir should now be definitely broken sporadic 
raiding may be expected to occur for some time yet, but if the Persian Govern- 
ent show even a moderate dogree of firmness and’ statesmanship they have an 
opportunity of making a settlemcat with the Qashgai tribes that would induce 
them to te well-behaved for some time. ‘The matter will soon be of loss nport 
lance to our military interests as it is not intended to use the Bushire-Tsfahan 
road for the transport of supplies to Russia after July, but from the economic 
Point of view the restoration of order ia tribal areas is of great importance 

29. By their successful challenge of Nasir's bluff the Persian Government 
has restored something of ita lost prestige among the tribes of the South and the 
effect is already apparent, If the present Prime Minister, who also holds the 
portfolio of the Interior, could spare time from his manauvrings to keep himeelf 
{h power, to consider how best advantage can be taken of the present favourable 
position vis-a-ris the tribes, he has the opportanity of establishing better relationn 
Pot them which might go far towards eliminating the causes of tribal unrest, 


Persian Army 


80, No real progress has been made with the reform of the Persian army 
which remains on the whole demoralised, underpaid, underfed, and discontent 
Tits senior officers embezzle in increasing degree the funds allotted to them for 
the upkeep and feeding of their troops and animals; its junior officers steal what 
they can to keep themselves and thetr families alive. iy 

‘31. General Ridley's scheme, whereby payment and supply will be with- 
drawn from the control of commanders and centralised in depots at each provin- 
cial headquarters, to be supervised by American officers and controlled directly 
by the War Ofc, meets wih much opposition. A doginning has been made in 

‘ohran, bist even after the implementation of the scheme had been initiated with 

the Shah's approval, General Ridley met with so little co-operation from the 
General Staff that he felt obliged to threaten to inform his Government that it 
‘was useless for im and his mission to remain bere < 

82. ‘The Shah continves to insist on his right to exercise executive control 
of the army, even in matters of detail, and on the direct responsibility of the 
General Stal to him as Commander-in-chie? rather than to the Government. 


‘There is continual discord and very litle cooperation between, the Chief of the 
General Staff, who is determined to limit the influence and control of the American 
advisers to the minimum that will avert their resignation, and the Minister for 


‘War, who, perhaps not entirely for alteuis ‘would welcome a degroe 
Terai bp the Krerican alvters that would rstict the enberslement of ray 
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funds and limit the power of the General Staff. The Shah gives no greater 
support to the American advisers than does his Chief of the General Staff. On 
the one hand he is unwilling to admit that he and his officers have any need of 
foreign advice; on the other, while aware of the need for reform, he fears to 
initiate or support any action that would be unpopular with those senior officers 
on whose attachment to himself he mistakenly relies for the maintenance of his 
Position. The most flagrant cases of neglect of duty oF worse go unpunished. 
General Ridley works with great patience and perseverance, His staf 
has recently been increased by three American officers, making @ total of six in 
addition (0 himself, and he has asked the United Siaies Government for more 


and dintract them from the tasks before them—the necessity for the fundamental 
reform of administeation and the restoration of arder in their own country 

85, ‘There is perhaps a slight improvement in the sentiments of the Persian 
army towards the British, In Fore and in Khuzestan assistance given to the 
Persian troops by the British military authorities has been appreciated. The 
Visit of six Porsian officors to Cairo and the El Alamein battlefields in March- 
April had an excellent effect; His Majesty's Government's offer to train twelve 
Persian ait force officers in England was very well received, nnd a request hax 
been made by the Persian Minister for War that Persian olficers should te 
allowed to attend courses of insteuction in Mid Kat 


Bogineers’ Strike. 

36, Towards the end of tho government of n 4 Saltanch differences 
rove between the engineers of the Ministry of Industry and Commerce and the 
Government with regard to conditions of employment. Tho demands of the 
engineers related to their salaries, and also to the control of technical alfairx and 
departments concerned with technical matters, which they maintained ahould be 
in their hands. A Bill on the subject had been prepared bot, with the fall of the 
Government, it had not been pursed. The engineers becume more and more 
omnes ‘and eventually a number of them went on strike in the early part of 

37, ‘The Government having failed to negotiate with the exigineers, the 
strike begin to spread agricultural engineers of the Ministry of Agricalture 
and a group of professors and teachers of the Ministry of Education joined in 
Narigus pranises wer held cut by the Government tothe strikers ut ax by the 
middle of May, no settlement of the problem appeared to be within sight. repre 
sentations were made by His Majesty's Legation to the Prime Minister who 
sucoreded in bringing about a compromise with regard to the agricultural 
engineers and the teachers, The other engineers, however, still remained unsatis 

sand their case was referred to Dr. Millspaugh, In a public statement issued 
‘on the ailst May, Dr. Millspangh made it clear that he could authorise no increase 
in the salaries of the engineers unless a similar increase were authorised in the 
salaries of other Government employees. He went on to attribute various motives 
to the strikers, one of which was that they were acting under the influence nf 
political agitators. This statement was immediately interpreted by the Council 
if the Representatives of the Engineers and University Teachers as evidence of 
De. Millspaugh’s intention to te to himself the right to interfere in the 
Political aflaits of the wuntry. It waa also seized on as a weapon to attack 

Millspaugh by those who were anxious to prevent the passage of hie Incoeme 


Tax Bill, Eventually the strike was brought to a conelision by the personal 


intervention of the Shah, who gave orders that the claims of the engineers and 
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teachers were to be attended to. Various appointments which have since been 
made in the Ministry of Industry and Commerce and in the Ministry of 
Communications indicate that the engineers’ claim to have a-greater say in the 
control of technical departments is, in fact, being satisfied, 


Press 


88. After the suppression of twelve of the more extreme papers during the 
latter part of April and the beginning of May, the general tone of the press 
Lecame quieter and no more directly anti-British articles appeared. Other 
factors, notably the improvement in the food situation and the victory in North 
Africa, no doubt contribated to this. In commenting on the war situation the 
press in general has adopted a more favourable attitude towards ourselves and 
sar Allies” Although the ‘ajrity of the supprewed papers have since, re 
appeared under their own or other names, the energies of ress as a whole 
have been devoted largely to attacking their own Parliament, Cabinet and Prime 
Minister and to diseussing internal affairs such as the new Income Tax Bill and 
the coming elections, The Fncome Tax Bill has received the strong support of the 
left-wing papers bot has been vehemently attacked by papers repressnting vested 
interests: A particularly violent attack on the Prime Mftnister and the Deputies, 
in which the latter were accused of being entirely unrepresentative of the people, 
led to the resuppression of two papers on the 13th June. Shortly afterwards the 
Deputies met m secret session and, as a result, the Prime Minister placed a Bill 
before the Majlis on the 17th June which, if it had beon accepted, would have 
reduced the numberof Tehran papery from approximately thirty-five to seven. Tn 
‘open debate the Bill met with lively opposition and it was then withdrawn. 


Angto-Persian Relief Committe 

89, Tho Anglo-Persian Relief Fund Committee has continued ite work 
in providing meals, clothing and medical rolief to the destitute in the larger 
provincial towns in the British zone. Full publicity hs been given to this work 
in wireless broadcasts and in the press, and it hax undoubtedly had » favourable 
infoence an our popolarty i tome ciflos eapecaly in the southern provinces, 
In addition to the total of £40,000 contributed to the fond by Hix Majesty's 
Government, donations have beon received from the Anglo-Persian Oil Company 
(£6,000), and the Itnperial Bank of Persia (£1,000). The Persian merchants 
‘of Ahwaz have made the record contribution of over £5,000 to the local branch 
of the fi 

40. While dealing with the subject of relief mention must be made of the 
medical relief aflorded to the Persian population by the British military 
authorities. The provision (mentioned in my despatch No, 180) ofa large typhus 
hospital for Persian civilian patients, complete with equipment ond staff, has 
tundonbtedly bad the happiest ofect on Babli opinion, and. the travelling 
dispensary’ which is now on tour in the Kermanshal district ix making an 
excellent impression. ‘This legation has recommended to the Minister of State 
that more dispensaries sbould be provided for Persia if possible. It is note- 
worthy that the Soviet authorities have, ainco the typhus hospital was opened, 
Aunounced a considerable expansion of their medical ad to the local population, 
in thir zope and have established a 50-bed hospital in Tehran, staffed by Russian 
Joctors, for Persian patients, 


The British Councit 


41, The British Council started an|‘* Anglo-Persian Institute” in Tehran 
‘early in the year, ana its official opening was most successfully celebrated last week 
in a series of three receptions attended by over 1.500 people. Regular classes in 
English have, howover. been held since February last. ‘Those classes have aroused 
‘even greater interest than was expected. Thousands of applications for enrolment 
wore received, and although the institute was at first seriously handicapped by 
shortage of staf, the situation has now improved and the number of native 
English teachers is expected to be increased to eight in the yery near future. 
‘There are now 80 classes, comprising $20 Persian students of both sexes, and 
aboot 150 more Persians are members of the library, which is already tolerably 
well stocked. The Persian authorities are giving the institute every encourage- 
ment and M. Hussein Ala has accepted the chairmanship of an advisory 
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committee which includes two members of the Government, the Under-Secretary 
for War and other Persian notabilities, in addition to the counsellor to His 
Majesty's Legation and representatives of the British commanity.. The Minister 
of Education and His Majesty's Minister are ex officio patrons of the institute. 

42. The activities of the council in Tehran are meeting a long-felt need and 
the enthusiasm which they have aroused is proportionately great. They constitute 
probably the best of all forms of prpagands, ‘and it is earnestly hoped that every 
‘neouragement will be given to their further development both in Tehran and in 
the provinces, 

Tam sending copies of this despatch to the Government of India, to His 
Majesty's Minister of State at Cairo, and to Minbranch at Bagdad, to Paiforce, 
Bagdad, and to His Majesty's Ambassador at Kuilysher 

ave, de 
RW. BULLARD. 





Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Eden.—(Received Voth July) 


ving) 
(Telegraphic Tehran, 13h July, 1943, 

ITUATION in Porsin is admittedly still far from good. On top of the 
financial crisis comes the military defeat in Fars, which, apart from its effect 
‘on public security and pablie opinion, involver an increase in army expenditure 
already too great for the revenue of the country. Harvest is plentiful, but there 
is scepticiam as to the Government's ability to collect it. Millspaugh atill awaits 
arrival of the assistants without whose aid he eannot put his price stabilisation 
regulations into effect, Prime Minister has little influence and scems to regard 
retention of olfice x an wad in itself, Deputies are not interested. in. the 
prosperity or evon the solvency of the country, but only in securing their 
re-election. Tn the election propaganda and tmabcuvres it is dificult to detect 
any guiding principles except elt iateron. 

LAmidst this chaos it'is natural to ask whether the throne, which should 
bo « permanent element, can exercive a sabilixing influence. You will remember 
tho insteuctions which wore given to mo in Forwign Office telegram No. 950 of 
‘28rd October. 1941. By reports which ave heen sent to you from time to time 
from thin logation you havo been informed of what passed at interviews which 
the Shah has granted to me or to members of the stall. In some respects he 
has ignored our good advice, particularly in interfering more than ls wise it 
political and even administrative affairs, and in not seeing members of missions 
other than the British, It has seemed to me recently that the Shak was cour 
unpopularity by hie general pliy and tha i the aspopaarity teem vocal 
wo might be identified with him and accused nf wishing to restore the kind of 
military dictatorship which existed under Reza Shah. I, therefore, discussed 
with senior members of the legation what part the Shah should play and what 
attitude we should adopt towards him. The ‘opinions expr which were 
recorded in writing and are being sent home as backgroand to this telegram, 
differ cousiderably in their estimates of the Shah's character, but. less on the 
policy to be pursued. After weighing them carefully, 1 give the following as 
my considered. opinion, 

& Shah has 


Interest. He shows lack of understanding of 1 
in his blind admiration of his father and of the 


i 4 im is to 
secure help against Russia rather than to receive and to follow oar well-meant 


n 


advice. He shares with most Persian officers and many officials the belief that 
the American advisers have little to teach Persia 
4. Any fundamental disturbance in Persia would be harmful to 1 
and itis therefore to our interest that he Shah should retain his thron 
‘advice can we give him that will conduce to that end! 1 suggest the following — 


(2) Temptation to hasten reform by becoming benevolent autocrat should be 

(@) TerEisted, He should realise that obce he interferes otherwise than 
by giving general advice and guidance to Ministers and other persons 
Of imporiance he may incur the responsibility for failnre, ¢.g., since 
he clams and exercises the right to run the army, he might well 
be held responsible for the military disaster in Fars." He sbould 
encourage all honest. and progressive candidates for, the Majlis to 
persist and not try to secure election of a body of ‘king's men. 
Hie should support his Prime Minister and influence the army through 
the Prime Minister and the Minister of War, aud should thor 
that a general who is emancipated fram political control may aim 
at the highest powers. 

(2) He should realise that Persia has never profited by: dhe mutonl hostiity 
‘of Great Britain and Russia, and should look to secure future of 
his country in some wide framework of international co-operation 
His forvign visitors should not bo exclusively or predominantly 
British, {He might entertain foreigners, both official and unofiicial, 
to email lunches or dinnors at which he could chat. to them ono by 
‘one and obtain a better balanced conception of the situation than ty 


ddviners in thoi tank 
ints who will be able 
to carry on alone when the Americans eventually leave 
(d) Ho should try to base bis throne 1 popularity and support and 
not on the army alone, He ahould visit the other provincss as he 
recebily visited Fars, ‘The Queen, who at present aponiis:tnoat of 
her time having new dresses made, should take an interest in the 
Persian people and in social welfare, and should learn. to xpeak 
Persian, "Thin sinters. who do. little but vie, with the 
extravagance. would be botter living away from the Court. 
should be stalled by unen of good character and status 


5. The Court ought tobe clened op by M- Ala, tbo ig ot 9 strong 


character, and T can think of no better man to succeed bin, Advice about the 
Royal Fauily would have to bo given with the lightest tonch and in this the 
bent medium might be the Eyyptian Ambassador who in greatly concerned at 
finding the Queen doing 0 little to concitiate hor adopted. country... Kor, the 
rest, if you approve the line suggested, T will do my best to peruse tho Shab 
fo follow what 1 consider the best. course in-his own interest as well as in th 


interests of his country, 


[B 4251/38/34) No, 18. 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Eden —(Receiced 2st Sily) 
(No. 803) Syiones 
‘Telegraphic. Tehran, 20th July, 1943, 
“ tk my Palos No. 100, Saving, which was'sent by tag on 14th July, 1 
expressed misgivings aboat the Shab's tendency to interfere in. administratio 
specially in the army. That these miagivings were nok unjustified. is shown 
the appearance in certain newspapers of reference to this subject, in particular 
the Dad, which links up the Shah's interference in the Semirum disaster 
‘Articles even hinted that the Minister of War was kept in ignorance of events 
and only learnt about the disaster from an outside source (this is true for he 
teas informed of it not by the Shah bat by Minister of [group andeypherable}) 
‘According to the Minister of War, the Shah was extremely angry at these art 
that declared that be did not intend to relax his hold en the army oF (0 refrain 
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from interference in administrative matters and would rather abdicate than be 
an Ahmad Shah (Shah to whom Reza Shah was practically mayor [sie] of palace 

had him deposed). Minister of War states that he was even ofdered 
9 ah to declare in the Majlis and in the press that he accepted Tull 
responsibility for what had happened and had been kept fully informed all 
along. 

2. 1 felt these facts warranted my asking for an andience The Shah 
received me last week. I was accompanied by General Fraser, British military 
attaché, whose knowledge of Persix and its military and tribal allairs carrice 
Breat weight. We suggested to tho Shah that the recent disaster was due taaialy 
to the following causes — g 


(a) Weakness of the Central Government and especially of the present 

4) var tite Minister. 

(H) Failure, in spite of repeated pressure from His Majesty's Legation 
duritig. the last iteen: mouths, to: deal with ital questce a 
in particular with tribal land claims. 

(e) Latitude given to pro-Asis clam 

(4) Mismanagement of the army which is crippled by indiseipline, cory 
tion and lowered morale. Tiers tony 


3. The Shah agreed about the frvt two pointe On the third he has, of 
Gaurse less information than we have. On the foorth he waa, I fear, highly 
isingenvous, representing “himself ax conceroed only with, apeatse ee 
promotions and rewards, and T was obliged to nak on [group undeeypherable] 
Guestion whether His Majesty had no claim of wider functions a eects ce 
THhict T did not receive a clear answer. T represented repeatedly to His Majesty 
the danger of relying wolely on the army, the risk that the Crown might to 
blamed for whatever went wrong if it interfered in administration, and the 
necessity for him to work with the Minister of War as represeuting the Gooner 
nent of the country, The Shah’ defence was roughly it if the Minister of 
War and the © f the General Staff did not collaborate it was not his fault, 
but I suggested it, was precimly his function as a constitational merged cs 
stnooth out such difficulties and that, in the last resort, it was the Chief of the 
Goveral Stall that. must give inom questions of principle, Cooverering oe 
this point ended with the piquant hope that the offer who ix to becoane Chie 
of tte General Stall, Raxmars, and Minister of War will be able to cocoporsee 
fully under discreet personal influence of the Shab. 

4. The Shah complained about the press which he asserts blamed him for 
grerything which wont wrong and he held the Prime Minister reaporsitie for 
failing to protect the Crown from attack. This enabled ine to emphanes the 
‘eceasity for tho Crown to refrain from interference in the adminiaratice he 
tw hint at bi baidies to the press. The Shah at first was inclined to deny 
that he had dined newspapers, then admitted Kiving small sums to little 
papers and finally rovenled that he had burnt his fingers badly since all pafers 
trhich he had not subsidised or whonesutwidien he had had to discontinue had 
to attack him. 


T shall deal in separate communications with the n of what is 
to be done to retrieve If pomible situation tn Fars scien neg 


ey 


(1B 4252/38/34) No 16, 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Kiden—(Receieed 2x Suly, 1943.) 
No 200), 
'elegraphic.) Tehran, 200h Jul 
ae lelearate Ne 787 and 808. sede 
iu view of the serious deterioration of the general political situatior 
the possibility of the breakdown of the Government which has hase aggravated 


13 


by the tribal vietory’in the south, and of the effect which this is bound to have 
on 
(a) Security of Bushire-Isfaban road; 
(8) Wheat collection 
(¢) Position of the Anglo-Tranian Oil Company at the fields and 
‘Abadan, and 
(2) Our various supply routes to Russia 


J have taken advantage of the Commander-in-Chief's visit to Tehran to review 
the whole position, 

2. As a result of failure of Shabakti’s campaign and of his alleged refusal 
to retarn to Fars and as employment of British troops in punitive act 
tribes is out of the question except in cases of self-defence or in protection of out 
Mital interests, it was considered the solution should be found on the following 
lines :— 


(a) Clearance for 350 lorries from Bushire by road under strong convoy 
of (British ‘troops starting ax from “about 2rd July.” Proper 
warning would te given to tribes in advance to abstain from an 
offensive action against thess convoys. Whole matter is in the hands 
of the Commander-in-Chief. 

(0) In view of the complete inability of the present Prime Minister tw 
handle the situation and of his insincere and vacillating attitude on 
all political issues, his replacement as soon as pomible by Ali Mansur 
‘iho seems to be the only alternative at present. 1 have alroady 
discumed matters with my United States colleague who is in general 
agreement, provided that he has nothing to da with it, as his 
Government would probably prefer not to intervene in any way 
The Soviet Chargé d'Aflaires. whom 1 alw consulted, was non: 

I but doubted whether Ali Mansur, in view of his previous 
ijoyed much popularity in the coun ¥ 

(©) Appointaient of Qavam ul Malk as Governor-General of Fare with 

ere including raising of tribal levies both from his own 
‘ax woll ax from Mammassani and auti-Nasit sections of the 
Kashgal, For this he would need funds and aris. ‘The question 
of funds, of course, would be for Dr. Millspawgh, and he would, 1 
‘ain sure, bo prepared to make them available as he regatde security 
ax number one priority. Qavam should be given the right to. select 
his own army commanders and be assured in advance by the Ministry 
of War of fall co-operation and assistance of the Persian armel 
forces. Further, he would have to be given powers within the limits 
set by the Persian Government Lo wettle tribal differences as far as 
possible by diplomatic methods Mammassani land claitns would have 
priority. Appointment of a few Persian-speaking British officers 
to give advice and moral support to friendly tribes wax rogarded as 
desirable if they can be made available, 

(4) Bull we to be made ofthe exitence of lst yeas lot through publicly 
channels and by arrest by (1 group omitted) of dangerous Persians 
whose disappearance would have a salutary eflect, Tt would be useless 
to rely on the Persian police in the case of arrests, particularly 
where Persians were in any prominence. In, this connexion sco my 
telegram No. 630, of 1942, and connected correspondence, Now that 
the German threat to Persia through Russia and Turkey hus receded 
we gain nothing by looking on ant taking no action, Last year 
S.LME. preferred to hold their hand in the hope that they would 
te abie to complete detailed plans for neviralising the conspiracy. 
As a matter of fact, it has been found impossible to make much 


this direction and, meanwhile, we are in an anomalous 

nd dangerous position, #7, ai the head of the gendarmerie all thie 
time has been the man who helped Mayer to escape in his ficial 
Government are proposing to appoint as General Officer 
Gocmandiag Fors a geinral who te deeply Tiplicated nthe ples. 


3 ts are no doubt reaching this country and the 
posibiity ef sdlulage with the support ef prominent Persians 
Increases. Direct action by ourselves would certainly irritate 
American public opinion, but as we are now. responsible for the 
security of American troops transporting supplies to Russia, I feel 
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we are in a much stronger position than last year, particularly as 
prominent Persians are known to be in touch with the Kashgai, who 
themselves are harbouring German agents. I doubt, therefore, 
whether it is any gi ing to obtain American support. ‘The 
United States Minister, with whom I have broached the matter, 
was uot helpful or forthcoming. The Soviet Chargé d' Affaires would 
not commit himself to apy action in regard to the plot, but direct 
action can hardly be objected to by Soviet Government in view of 
their own record in the past. Moreover, our action would only be 
in the interest of getting supplies to Russia without interruption. 
M. Maximov did ask for my co-operation against orgaus of the press 
supporting revolting tribes. I shall pursue this matter with him, 
Ifyou agree with the idea in this paragraph in principle, I will 
subinit detailed scheme. 


1 am working on the lines of conclusions (8) and (¢) above and I trust you 
approve. 





(B 4259/38/24) No. 17. 


Mr. Bden to Viscount Halifax (Washington). 
(No, 4992) b 
{Telographic.) Foreign Office, Bth July, 1948. 
{OU will see from ‘Tehran telegrams Nos. 757, 408 and S00 and my telegram 
No. 705 to Tehran that the genera) situation ix causing wa some concern. 

2 Please explain these latest developments to the State Department. In 
dealing “with the action we propoe to. take, you should not mention 
Sir R. Bullard's euggestion in paragraph 2 (d) of his telegram No, 809 that we 
abould arrest a number of Persians involved in last year's plot against us, In 
dealing with the security aspect, you should explain that our ese 
to onaure the smooth flow of Allied supplies to the Russians. Any intervention 
in internal affairs we may find it necessary to make is of course intends 
furthor this aim. While therefore we do not propor to make any arrests for 
the prosent. we might subsequently be obliged by developments which cannot at 
prosont bo foreseen to carry oUt some arteste in the intereste of security, The 
passage of supplien ix of course ax important to the Americans in Persia as to 
tnranvon, aul we must take into ascount the possiblity of sabotage onganie! by 
German agents with the active arxixtance of Persian officinls. ‘The State 
Dopartment will probably be aware in this connexion of the arrest of German 

arachutists disguised ax Kurda who wore recently dropped in Iraq, and of the 
probability that Germans are still at large among the Persian tribes 


(EB 4378/38/34) No. 18. 


Sie R. Bullard to Mr, Bden—(Received 27th July’) 

No, 824.) 
(Telegraphic.) Tehran, 26th July, 1943, 

MY telegram No. 800, 

Soviet Ambassador being unfortunately still in Moscow T saw the Soviet 
Chargé d' Affaires to-day, and asked whether he realised that while the war was 

ig Well for the Allies everywhere else, situation in Persia had greatly 
Giterlorated. He was already aware of the captare of enemy paruchutista in 
Iraq, and T old inn that, according to latest information, four parachutats had 
landed in the Qashgai country with containers which perhaps held explosives 
intended to render the Persian railway nseless for aid to Russia, A warning 
which L gave M, Maximov recently about the necessity for common action had 
porbaps lad some effect on him, for he asked at once what conld be done to 
eliminate such dangerous pro-Axis agents as Naubakht and Kashani. T said 
that this legation had managed to persunde the Prise Minister to order four 
Potsians of Farrashband who had been in contact with the Germans to be sent 
to Sultanabad for intertogation, but that there were many more dangeroxs mex 
in Shiraz who ought to be arrested or deported = if the Soviet Embassy worked 
with us it shoald not be difficult to deal with «uch men or even with a Deputy 
like N. and a clerical like K., but if the Soviet authorities beld aloof as they 


sd 


had. dane hitherto we should find it almost impossible to have important enemy 
partisans arrested or removed. since Persiaus would interpret Soviet silence as 
disapproval of our action, M. Maximov then disclosed that he had asked his 
Government for authority to request the Persian Government to arrest N. 
and K. and perhaps one or two dangeroas generals, &e., Anghevli and Yazdan 
Panah. I agreed as to A. (be has just ceased to be commanding officer of the 
gendarmerie) sinve his appearance in, the plot, but said that we had nothing 
More against P. than membership of a society which, though undoubtedly 
Rationalist. might be innooent of intrigue with the Axis, 
3. Fall of Mussolini will have made even the blindest Persian partisan of 
the Axis hesitate, and if we can strike at some of the leaders of the pro-Axis 
rty it would have a very good effect. I shall be grateful for anything that can 
done to secure Soviet participation and to obtain a decision as soon as possible 





(E 4156/38/94) No. 10. 


Mr, Bden to Sie R. Bullard (Tehran), 
(No. 26. Saving.) 
Celegraphic Foreign Office, Ist August, 1943. 

YOUR telegram No. 100, Saving [of 18th July: Policy to be followed in 
dealing with the Shab ). 

T agree generally with your policy as set out in paragraph 4 subject to the 
following considerations -— 

2 I do not think we should adopt too rigid an attitude regarding the 
Shah's influence in. political aflaire. The presont confusion in Persian polities 
does not augur well for the continued independence of the country in the political 
onditions that sem likely to emerge from this war; On the other hand, th 
Shah can and does have a long-term interest in an independent P 
falso our interest. Ax he must know this quite well, he is a natural ally for as 
if we play our cards rightly and are able to keep him on tho right linen ‘Chie 
means that our policy towards him should be one of friendly guidance and 
constructive criticism, 

3. Following this line of thought, I feel that if the Shah's influence in any 
given question is available in a way that is conducive to good government and 
proferably also to popular libertiow (such ax they are in Persia), then we should 
‘encourage hi to use it. In particular, we hope he will encourage tho creation 
of a proper civil service, and will initiate roformn designed to cloar up th 
resent dishonesty and incompetence, At the same time T agree that we do not 
want him to turn in like his father. 

4. As regai y. it seems obvious that the Shah will wish to preserve 
& direct interest and a measure of control over it, If any general ever gets 
effective control of the army, no doubt the Pablevi dynasty will go the way of the 
Qajars, whatever the theoretical political control of the army may be at the time 
Tris generally agreed that a revolution resulting in a change of dynasty would 
not be in our interest. We must therefore expect the Shah to keep some direct. 
interest in the army, though we should hope he would tise hie influence to 
eliminate corruption and improve efficiency and to support his foreign advisers 
‘as you suggest. Subject to this comment, T agree with: your paragraph 4 (a), 





{B 4398/28/34) No, 20. 
Mr. Eden to Sir A. Clark Kerr (Moscow), 


ee 1014.) 
¢ felagmae Foreign Office, 2nd Awguet, 1943. 
EHRAN telegrams Nox S24 and 831 [of 26th and 28th July: Security 
situation in Pe ¥ 
a rn velopment of security situation in Persia 
and at evidence that it is being exploited by enemy agents and parachutists with 
Possible danger to supply route to Russia 
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2._ We see from Tehran telegram No. 24 that Soviet Chargé d”ASaires has 
asked for authority to request Persian Government to arrest certain dangerous 
Persons including deputy, Naubaklt, “We are ourselves cotaidering taking 
further action as regards Persians known to have been involved in last year’s 
plot, though as you will see from my telegram No. 705 to Tehran we are doubtful 
of advantage of arresting them ourselves. 

3. _ Previous experience shows that we are much more likely 
by the Persian Government in such cases if we and the Soviet Government act 
together (as in Afghanistan recently). Please therefore suggest to Soviet Govers 
tment that they should instruct their chargé d'affaires in Tehran to discuss this 
question. with His Majesty's Minister and with British and Soviet wilitary 
‘authorities with a view to making an agreed recommendation as to which Persiaus 
should be arrested and on what grounds, When oar two Governments are agreed 
on this, the British and Soviet representatives should jointly ask the Persian 

ernment to carry them oat 





[B 4537/38/24) No: 1 
Sie R. Bullard 10 Mr. Kden—(Received Sed August.) 


(No. 105, Saving.) 
(Telegraphic) Tehran, 22nd July, O48 
Guidance Chrewlar Ne. 17 
1. Feeblenews of Prime Minister threatens to cause complete disintegrativn 
cof administration, ut he will be difteat to dislodge ax tho Deputins acquaome in 
bis inertin ees 3 
agreed. in principle that Qawam ul Mulk: shall be appoint 
wal of Pare'with wide powers and with Major-Cleneral Jekenbelsi 
poral Officer Commanding, but ewan will not go unless he is authorised 
to wottle Ue Mamassani land clolms. Meanwhile Nast Qushgai ie trying to wir 
tip trouble among trites in Kermanshah district 
3. Brigadicr Razmara has been appointed Chief of the General Sta bot 
this ia unlikely to lead to any diminution of Shah's direct interference in army 
‘dinniatration, 
4 ‘ho Minixtry of Food os 
Food hus been created in ite place ut Millspaughs 
‘The latter is seeking to obtain urgently from Unitel States or Middle Rast an 
Amotican mecesor to Me. Sheridan, who haa resigned as from September. 





(E 4464/38/94) No, 22 

Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Kden—(Receined 29th July.) 
(No. 828) 
(Telegraphic) Tehran, 28th July, 1043. 

MY telegrain No. 809, 

T have been pressing the Prime Minister almost daily for a decision about 
‘Mamassani land. He assured me on the 26th July that the decision had at last 
been taken and the land the tribe claimed would he given them, To my 
astonishment, however, he said it had been decided to send to Shiraz to “ settle 
all tribal questions” & committee of officials from three Ministries with Sadiq 
Sudeq (Personalities 179) as President. I reproached the Prime Minister roundly 
for this proposal which I described as frivolous and irresponsible and suggested 
Sadiq Sneha teen chosen becage, owing to his complete insiguifcance ho ote 
hind anything against him. The Prime Minister complained that T had been 
urging him for over a yar todo something for the tribes and now be had decided 
to do something we were not satisfied. I pointed out that the measures which 
might have been satisfactory « year ago would not snit the present crisis. There 
was civil war in the country fomented by Inwlessness and since the Government 
was not strong enough to deal with it by military means alone they must adopt a 


7 


Serious political policy. The Prime Minister suid that members of the Cabinet 
‘bjected to the proposed appointment of Qawam because it meant the return 
of the bad old system encouraged by the tribes. I replied that, thanks to the 
ocrastination of successive Governments the bad old days had already come 
ick; that it was not we who proposed Qawam for Shiraz hut the Government 
that sent him there to advise them, and that his proposals seemed tc us sound 
and he himself the only man likely to be able to carry them out. Finally the Prime 
Minister said that he woold appoint Qawam and the appointment was, in fact 
made last night after long wrangling in the Cabinet. Qawam reports that ho is 
still without the funds he requires atvd that he hax been told by Millspaugh that 
funds will have to be obtained from the Allies since there is nothing’ in. the 
Treasury. 1 will find out from Millspaugh how the question of finance stands, 
Now that Qawam seems tc have been given powers to deal with land questions 
finance is the most. urgent consideration, 
2, Shabbakhti is not to return to Fare. Jahanbani (No, 100) is being sent 
there as General Officer Commanding at Qawam's reqiest 





(B 4492/28/34) No, 23. 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Kden—(Reeeived \st August) 
(So, 804) 
‘legraphic.) 

MY telagram No. 808, 

Ax romilt of pressure from M. Ala, the Minister of Court, who threatened 
to resign, and of continiued attacks in the press (and partly, T hope, in deferonce 
#f our advice), the Shah has undertaken to behave with greater discretion towards 
Journalists and towards questionable people of all” kis hax [group 
Undeeypherable ; The had been] in the habit of receiving, to oxercive econ 
Foform the Court. He has already dispensed with the services of the Swiss 
Perron, whore presence aroused criticism, Whether he will succeed in bringing 
the Queen out and suppressing his sisters remains to bo seen, He will, T hope, 
show greater confidence in M. Ala, who has shown more courage than was 
‘expected and is prepared to remain on if the promised improvements are effected. 

2 The Shab has, at leart nominally, abandoned control of the army to the 
Minister of War. T do not raven of this, and I have tried 
to convince him that the Mi id hhis Under. Secreta 

f soldiers as could be found for the job; that, if dishonest, 
‘in conflict with them would succeed; and Uat, in 

Any cise, the Sha will ao longer be beld responsible, M. Ala hus promised vo 
press this point of view upon His Majesty if he sees the Shah inclining again 
Towards interference in army affairs. 

3 trust that the Shah's good intentions will Inst. He seems u 
Meer a straight course for long, and T fear he is untruthful, eg., accor: 
M. Ala, the Shalt strenuously denied to him having paid any money to the press, 
whereas he admitted to me having got into difficulties by subsidising newspapers, 


Tehran, Let August, W943, 


(E 4542/38/34) No. 24. 


Sir R, Bullard to Mr. Bden—(Received 3rd August.) 
Pre, B58) 
{Telegraphic.) 
HY Telegram No. 824 
My Soviet colleague has received no reply to his request for instructions 
from his Government about asking Persian Government to suppress some of the 
newspapers and to arrest certain dangerous men. You will remember that Soviet 
Government preserved silence when we wanted Russian hel rd to arrest 
of Zahidi, and T have little doubt that in present instance they are hanging back 
in the hope that, as usual, we shall be compelled to take action and that they can 
escape responsibility and even profit by propaganda of their supporters in 
Persia, who can compare Russian policy of non-intervention favourably with our 
more drastic methods. I have asked Soviet Chargé d’Afiaires whether he cannot 


Tehran, Brd August, 194% 
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inform his Government that the Persian Government, who always. prefer 
inaction, will not easily be induced to demand removal of Naubakhts parlia- 
‘mentary immunity and the arrest of N. and other prominent people, and that, if 
Soviet Embassy do not adopt a common policy with us, its silence: will be 
interpreted as bowtie to oar attitude. He bas promised to telegraph again: bot 
T have little hope that his representations will be effective. When M. Maiur was 
in Londot he used to ask why so manly questions relating to affairs in Persia fell 
to be discussed in London. Now that he is in Mescow at least be would under- 
stand the British position here and realise that silence on the part of Soviet 
Embassy in Tehran when Persian tribes are revolting under instigation of 
Germans and are being joined by German parachutists is likely to be misinter- 
proted by Persia and to have an unfavourable effect on the Allied cause in this 
country, 


(8 4589/38/34) No. 26. 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Eden.—(Received Sth August.) 
(No. 861), 
(Telegraphic Tehran, Ath August, LOA. 

CASE of Nowbakbt is being dealt with, as already explained, aa a separate 
issue, "After full consultation with the bead of (1.0.1, who has come to Tehran 
‘on special instructions from commander-in-chief, it in clear that, if Axix 
controlled organisations in this country are to be really effectively dislocated for 
several months to come, a mach larger number of arrests than I had foreseen will 
have to be effected, C.LCL have furnished me with four lists, in order of 
importance, containing about 140 names in all. In addition, a separate list of 
about seventy Persian railway employees who are known to be implicated in 
railway sabotage organixations hax been prepared 

2. From my recent telogram you will hare realised that the postion in 
Porsia haa vory seriously deteriorated as compared with the end of last year, when 
Zahidi was arrested. Reported continued arrival of German agents by air 
Amongst the trios hax greatly aggravated ay already dangerous situation. Firm 
faction in now, therefore, in my opinion, indispensable, Tf you are not yet able 
to agree to any arrests being effected by ourselves, then the only course is for 
Persian Government to take the necewaary action, In that case strongest pressure 
Will have to be brought to bear on the later, without which nothing will be dove. 
‘Thin prossure in mont nnlikely to be effective except by joint Anglo-Soviet repre- 
wentations with Ani quiescence. The aititude ‘of the American 
authorities may now be more aympathetio than before, having regard to the 
responsibility of their service authorities for operation of supply routes 
Accordingly, if you agree, I propose to hold meeting with my two colleagues and 
‘ommunicate to them confidentially about forty-five names selected from the four 
lista as well as the seventy on separate list, together with evidence, and to ask 
for their support on grounds that, although we are solely responsible for security 
‘of supply routes t Ieussin outside Russian zone, proposed action js in the joint 
‘Allied war interest, Laball warn my Soviet colleague once more that silence on 
the pet of the Soviet Eibaay will inevitably be interpreted by Pervian Govern 
ment an disapproval and might hamper oor ofrts. If Russian support is not 
fortheoming within reasonable period, I en see no other course than to act alone 
fand to communicate the list of names to the Prime Minister in writing for arrest 
by Porsian anthoritios and detention at Sultanabad. On security grounds, and 
‘owing to our complete mistrust of the Persian authorities, I consider that, exe 
in the special ease of Nowbakht, actual evidence and publicity should be withheld 
tntil all the principal persons concerned are tn castoy ia Gultanabed. If Prime 
Minister issues warrants for arrests, British security authorities will give him 

| assistance in effecting them. If. however, the Prime Minister refuses, or is 
nable to take the desired action, it is really impossible for us to accept responsi- 

bility for security aud other consequences rix-d-rir or allies, and the only course 
would then be for us to effect arrests ourselves with the co-operation of the 
vommander-in-chief. 

‘3. In view of the extreme urgency of the matter, I should be grateful for 
your earliest instructions, 





cr) 


(1B 4589/38/34) No. 26, 


Mr. Eden to Sir R. Bullard (Tehran). 
(No. 744.) 
legraphic) Foreign Office, 8th August, 1943 

YOUR telegram No. 861 (of 4th August: Security situation in Persia], 

As yon will have sen from ty telegrams Nos. 1014 to Moscow and S124 
to Washington, which have been repeated to you, I entirely agree that fir 
should be concerted at once with your American and Soviet colleagu 
manner you suggest. I hope instructions to them will not be delayed in 
Washington or Moscow. 

‘2 Russians will bo the first to suffer by diminution of security in Persia 
tnd should be as closely concerned as we are, I therefore consider that every effort 
should be ma Embassy to join with us in having arrests of 

‘rsian Government. Co-operation or at. least 
ister is also most important, th I. realine 
on. As regards direct arrests by ourselves, further 
be sent as soon as possible, 
gree that security considerations may require withholding of detailed 
‘our representations to the Persian Prime Minister, but you will no 
it necessary to say enough, at least orally, of charges and evidence on 
which they aro based, to show that there is a prima facie case for arrost and 
interrogation 

4 As regards seventy Persian railway employs 
known to be implicated in railway sabotage organi 
direct reaponsibility for recurity of southern section ilway entitles us to 

ismissal and. if we consider this necesary, to 
protect the railway fate arrent also, either by Persian 

if you prefer and if Commander-in-chiof, P.A.1 ycrens, hy. British 

itary authorities, You should keep Soviet and United States colleaton 
inform 


Pleas repeat all future telegrams on this subject to Moscow and 





No. 97, 
Mr. Biden to Sir R, Bullard (Tehran) 


Foreign Office, 12th August, 1043. 
ram No, 744 [of Sth August: Security situation in Porsia 
of Persian suspects] 
‘ows that recourse to direct arrests by British authorities should 
it proves indispensable to security, American objections to 
re_alrvady known (sce paragraph 3 of Washington telegeam 
No, $H79 [of 30th July}). Moreover Russians, by holding aloof, would only gain 
further popularity at out expense 
2. Nevertheless, if action on lines of my telegram under reference does not 
suffice to meet threat to security. you have discretion, in consultation with 
Commander-in-chief, to arrange in the last resort for immediate arrest by British 
authorities of any persons against, whom we have convincing ovidence showing 
that their activities constitute a direct or indirect threat to the seenrity of the 
railway and road supply routes If we are obliged to take unilateral action, it 
is important that sch action should be baaod on our responsibility for the sectiity 
of the supply routes, which is adsnitted hy all concer 
33 Please keep ine fully informed. 


( 4813/38/34) 2, 
Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Bden—(Received Vth August 
fie gi iets 
relegraphic) Tehran, 1th Awjust, 1943. 
FOUR telegram No 755 i i 
Nasir's brother Khosro is expected. to reach Tehran by air to-day with 
Persian General Officer Commanding and Colonel Robert. Persian newspapers 
take it for granted that all is now well, but caution is required since on Khosto's 











































































































80 
own showing three German parachutists, who spent some days with the Kashgai, 
have gone off in the direction of the railway with gold and explosives accompanied 
by a German armourer who has been with Nasir for a year. The above was 
written before I learned of the capture in Tehran early to-day by our security 
officers of two Germans, one called Mayer, from whose papers and statements 
we may Iéarn much about the help which they have received not only from the 
Kashgai but alzo from the Persian army. ‘The other German, who arrived by 
Parachute some months ago, was about to send message to Berlin by secret wirelocs 


Wranamitter, Papers seized, which are voluminous, include full and up-to-date 





(E 4814/38/94) No. 29, 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr, Eden—(Receive gus 
(m0) r od 15th August’) 
(Telegraphic) ™ Tehran, 15th August, 1983. 


‘hat he promis 
it the Pe 


for. I did ot 
fected by British 
: 168 Minister would. have 
wrgé d'Aflaires would, I fear, have concluded that 

auld once more leave to wn the odium of defending’ Allied interests 
Soviet Chargé d' Affaires said that, in view of the large number of 
persons concerned, he coultt only send natnes to Moscow and await inatrnetions 
1 wax true that he had received genoral instructions to co-operate with us and 
we had mado an excellent ease against the suspects, but they were vo numerous and 
rome of them wero of such prominence, that he feared that arrests would make 
# ‘great noine.’’ I said that if the Soviet authorities collaborated with us and 
their collabora was known to Persians there should not be much ine, but 
that the noise would be really great if the British had to act alone and Persians 
concluded that the Russians were indifferent or hontile. I told the chargé 
affaires the latest news about German Parachutists and impressed on him the 
danger to the tailway and the nevessity for haste. He neomad to realise this anal 
‘only to be appalled at the prospect that for once the Russians might have te come 
into the open. He asurel me that the hates woul! arrive Ik Mlawow hy aie 

h August, Y; 

4 told my colleagues that, in my opinion, we could not aflo to wait for 
the Prime Minister ta find the courage to ask for the auelasine ot Neniaoe 
from the Majlis, but ought to present, ax soon as possible. request for the wanes 
of other suspects. I found that the Soviet Charge d'Aflaires had tot supported 
my request to the Prime Minister about Nanbakht, hut bad merely acd he 
Go nes oe he ett ‘ive his support. . 

5. Finally, T suggested that we should increase and not relax our ef 
the hope that negotiations with the Kushgai would be successful. since the nec 
wal bd het conspirators ald help to persuade Nasir to be reasonable besides 
removing the suj ton which German chutist ive 
pres “ing isang Parachutists. who might arrive at any 

6, Valuable as Russian co-operation would be. we cannot al it 
ivindonaty “Cale thereto Torcoming bythe erening of hh Atak 

propose to present the list of names to the Prime Minister, and a: tin soso 
fo act as asiboriea! in your telegram No, 755. 30 git ach acid 
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(B 4907/4007 /34) No. 30, 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Eden (Received 10th August.) 
No. 821.) 

ir, Tehran, 6th August, 1943. 
WITH reference to Mr. Holman's despatch, No. 201 of the 25th June, 1942, 
Thaye the honour to transmit to you herewith a report on heads of missions at 

fehran. 
T have, & 
RN. BULLARD. 


losure in No. 30. 


Report on Heads of Foreign Missions in Tehran. 
(Paragraphs marked with an asterisk are reproduced from previous reports) 


Afghanistan (Ambassador) : Mohammed Nowruz Khan (April 17, 1939.) 

"Related to the present ruling family of Afghanistan, Was for some years 
chief secretary to the present King before being appointed to his first diplomatic 
Post, Tehran. Likes to express the opinion of friendship with Great Britain 
sould te the main plan in Afghan policy. Does not appear to be a man of great 
energy oF ability, but is friendly und popular, Speaks some English. Tx a very 
inadequate doyen of the Diplomatic Corps. Born about 1900. (Written in 1940) 

Mohammed Nowrour Khan returned to Kabol on leavo at the beginning of 
1943 and has not yet come back. Tt is reported that he has been appointed 
Minister of the Interior. There is no news of any successor, and in the meantime 
the embassy is in the charge of Seddiqui Djommia Khan, who, although rather a 
colourless colleague, speaks English and seems well disposed. 


Belgium (Minister): M. Egbert Galle (January 17,1987) 

*M. Gracie is somewhat of 1 specialist in commercial and financial affairs, 
with which, T gather, be dealt while employed in Berlin before his appointment 
to Tebran.’ He has a considerable amount of energy and determination, and is 
‘outspoken in his discussions with the Persian Goverument. I havo never heard 
him admit ignorance of any subject, official or unofficial, and his claims to 
amniscence are apt to make people ndermate hin ability Hoth he and bis wife 
speak very excellent English. (Written in 1938.) 

“When the King of the Belgians surrendered to the Germans, M, Graofle, 
though a keen Royalist, supported the Belgian Government in exile, and he in 
still doing s0, in spite of the collapse of France. e 

M1 Gracfl was probably born about 1886, He talk almost perfect English, 
as does his wife, who is half-American. (Written in 1940) 

After six years’ residence in Tebran, both M. and Mme. Graoffe seem. to be 
feeling that the strain of the climate and altitode, added to anxiety for their son 
and other relations in Belgium, is becoming too much to bear. M. Graeffe, who 
is also accredited to. Baghdad, frequently visite Iraq for reasons of health. ax 
well as of business. When in Tehran he keeps in close touch with the Shah, with 
whom he shoots and plays tennis. His lack of work leaves him ample timo to 
indulge in his favourite pastime of Persian political intrigues, M. and Mme. 
Graefle are spending this summer on the Caspian, and M. Graeffe returns to 
Tehran at intervals to carry on the affairs of the legation. 


Brazit (Minister) : Senbor Joaquim Eulalio (July 24, 1948) 

Senhor Joaquim Eulalio was previously minister in Athens and Warsaw. 
His last post was Chairman of the Committee for the Defence of National 
Eoonomy. He is accompanied by a fiat secretary, but it is dificult to under 
stand how the time of the legation will be employed in the complete absence of 
Brazilian interests here. The legation will no doubt be sed, as an observation 
post, overlooking Soviet Russia. “Senhor Eulalio speaks English and talks with 
‘enthusiaem of the years he spent in the United Kingdom. His British-born wife 
is expected to join him here later. 

China (Minister) : Mr. Li Tieh-tseng (Sune 28, 1942), 

Mr. Li is the first Chinese Minister to Persia. He wak born in 1905 and 
started his olficial career as a district magistrate in Nanbsien. Since 1981 he has 
been in the diplomatic service and has served in London for four years, during 
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2 
which period he acted as secretary to the Chinese delegation to” the’ World 
Economic Conference, and was also secretary to the Chinese delegation to the 
League Assembly in 1034 and 1935. He was a member of the Chinese delegation 
in the abortive negotiations for an immigration agreement in Burma in 104 
(Written in 1942) 

Mr. Li Tieh-Tseng bas gathered a large staff around him, including two 
military attachés. He is a friendly and co-operative colleague, "He studied for 
several years at the London School of Economics and speaks English well. He is 
rather ungenerous and is said to be very sensitive and to take offence casily. 
T understand that he is always worrying the Protocol Department about 

ueations of procedure, dv.--He has recently been joined by an attractive wife 
nd three out of his eight children. 


Crsechaslorakia (Minister) : M. Josef M. Kadlee (April 14, 1943) 

M. Kadlec served as Czechoslovak Consul-General in Jerusalem for some 
years, He seems anxious to ingratiate himself with everyone he meets, and is the 
perfect stage diplomat. He is accompanied by a henoab-haired wife of 
Balgarian origin and n cripple step-daughter (Lilian father), who acts shi 
private secretary. He speaks quite good English and seems genuinely grateful 
to the British for the part they played when France collapsed. 


Denmark (Chargé d' Affaires): M. A. EC: Fenamark (April 18, 1990) 

*Formerly the Danish Minister in Stockholm, was accredited to Tehran also, 
but M. Fensmark is chargé d’aflaires en pied. 

Horn about 1890, Angora, and before that was attached to the 


tion as 

Altied 

“Persian Treaty, when it 

Was certain that Persia was finally in the Allied orbit, he adhered officially to the 

Free Danish movement and brought his whole commaniky with him. (Written 
in 1942.) 


and the F in 
tho Royal ptian Legation at The Hague 

‘and was withdrawn wher 
Zalficar Pasha wax appointed first ambassador in March 1099, 

Although Abdel Latif Talaat Pasha should play an important réle in t 
‘country owing to the fact that the Queen is a sister of the King of Egypt, ho h 
apparently only seen her once. ‘The Court xeems anxious to Keep hist at arm's 
length. “He in sad andl lonely figure, which may be due to the fact that his w 
has not come with him. Tn any case, he seems frankly bored with Persia a 
hankere after is own country. He has great personal charm and culture once 
‘one gets heneath the stirface of his rather shy exterior, He speaks some English 


France (Delegate of Free French National Committee); M. André Godard 
(May 18, 1942). 

M. Godard, the pad of the reper and an official of the Persian 
Government, was recogni: in May 1! as delegate. He is a charming and 
cailtured old gentleman, but hns not. yet shown sien of real political activity or 
organising ability, Consequently, the Free French movement in Persia is rather 
inert Hei asi in his propaga activities by his wife. His taf insides 
aha French Assistant Military Attaché, Commandant Joavel. (Written 
in 1042 


Greece (Charge d'Affs ad interim): M. Ton Alexandre Djiras (June 9. 1943). 
Ou the departure of M. Lambros for his new post in London, M. Djiras, 
who has the rank of first secretary, took over charge of Greek interests here. From 
what litle T know of him, he is a pleasant and helpful colleogue and speaks 
welsh wel 
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Holy See (Apostolic Delegate): Mgr. A. Marina (October 29, 1936) 

‘*The position of the apostolic delegate is rather anomalous, His diplomatic 
status is not fully recognised by the Persian Government, and his name is. not 
included in the diplomatic list. He is, however, invited by the Persian authorities 
to gatherings attended by chefs de missions Mar. Marina appears to bemainly 
interested in the religious and charitable side of his functions, He has a friendly 
and sympathetic character. (Written in 1938.) 

Mer. Marina was bitterly disappointed when Italy entered the war. Very 
friendly to us and openly shows his disapproval of the Nazi attitude towards 
religion. (Written in 1940.) 

Since the removal of bag and eypher facilities from the Apostolic Delegate 
last year, official relations have been somewhat less friendly 


Traq (Minister) - M. Abbas Mahdi (April 7, 1943) 
M. Abbas Mahdi, who is a Shia, previously held the post of Rais of the Royal 
ran in Baghdad. “He is always ready to co-operate with this legation. He is 
t pleasant individual, but somewhat dull and unintelligent, He marriod late in 
life and has brought with him his wife and baby. Mme. Abbas Mahdi at present 
‘speaks no English or French, but is learning, M. Alas Mabdi speaks both 
luently 


Netherlands (Chargé d’Afiaires): Jonkheer de Brauw (March 11. 1042), 

Baron Francois van Aerssen Beyeren left Tebran on the 11th March, 1942, on 
his appointment as Netherlands Minister to the Gavernment of the Common: 
wealth of Australia. The legation is at prosent in charge of Jonkheer de Brauw, 
who speaks English and shows every desire to bo on friendly terms with this 
Jegation. (Written in 1942) 


Norway (Minister): M. Rolf Otto Andvord (April 20, 1942), 
Born 1500, M, Andvord is also Minister in Kuibyshey. He was for seven 
year a member of the Norwegian delegation to the League of Nations. Ue is a 
riendly, sociable colleague, gets on well with Persiank and has dono excellent 
work among them in the Allied cause. His visit to Tebran is likely to be a short 
fone and most of his time will be spent in Kuibyshev. (Written in 1942) 
T have seen nothing of M. Andvord in Tehran since my last report, 


inister) : M. Karol Bader (July 18, 1943), 
Bader was torn in 1807 and during the last war was head of the Prove 
the Pe 


predecessor, 

league and 
his judgment is sound and balanced, In view of wartime conditions he only 
entertains on a modest scale; owing to the number of Polish refugees bere and th 
present state of Polish-Soviet relations, he has no easy task, but he works wi 
great tact and discretion. He speaks excellent French and good English. His 
Wife is still in Poland 


Soviet Union (Ambassador) : M. Andrée Andreeviteh Smirnov (July 5, 1941). 

Before coming to Tehran M. Smirnov was in charge of the Press Attachés’ 
Department at the Soviet Embassy in Berlin, where he remained until the on 
break of war between Germany and the USSR. Unfortunately, he and bis 
wife speak nothing but Russian and German. He is a very friendly. and 
rampatbetic colleague, with great charm, and from his sppecrance and manner 
certainly does not emanate from the working classes. He has no easy task in his 
dealings with the Persian Government. Both M. and Mme, Smirnov seem to 
entertain most friendly feelings for our country. As is generally the case in Soviet 
missions abroad, M. Smirnov possesses little power of decision and all questions 
at issue have to be referred to the Soviet Government and military authorities for 
consideration, with the inevitable delays involved. (Written in 1942) 

M. Smirnov was born about 1906 and became ambassador at the age of 35, 


after serving as an officer in the merchant navy and as press attaché and then 
‘counsellor at the Soviet Embassy in Berlin, He was also employed in Prague for 
awhile. Fortunately for Anglo-Sovict relations, he replaced a very stupid man 
as ambassador in Tehran within a few days of the German attack on Russia, 
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Within the limits of his powers he is helpful and co-operative, and is personally 
friendly, with genuine charm. He would be an excellent colleague if he were not 
hampered by having almost no influence over his Soviet military, economic and 
NKVD colleagues, and by his Government's invariable omission to send him 
instructions when there is pressure to be placed on the Persian Government in the 
interests of the Alles and when Moscow can hope, by taking no action, to get us 
to do the work and to incar all the odium. M. Smirnov bas the characteristic, 
rare among Soviet officials, of being able to blush when events bring to light some 
act of particalarly gross hypocrisy or effrontery on the part of his Government. 
He is intelligent and there are signs that he is well thought of in Moscow. 
Unfortunately, he speaks only Russian and not very good German. He has an 
attractive and friendly wife, who speaks even worse German, but is picking up a 
little French, 


Sweden (Chargé d’Affaires) : M. Sven Haralds Pousette (October 14, 1941). 

‘M. Pousette, who is in charge of German, Bulgarian and ' Hungarian 
interests, was previously counsellor at the Swedish Legation in London. In view 
of the delicacy of his task here he has, whatever may be his own feelings, to adopt 
rather a neuiral attitude, and is therefore sometimes the object of criticism 
his colleagues. On the other hand, I have always found him a most helpful and 
sympathetic colleague, and I am sure that at heart he is a real friend of our 
country. He, of course, speaks excellent English. His wife and family are at 
present in Sweden, He'is an enthusiastic dancer and tennis player, but excels at 
neither. (Written in 1942.) 

M. Pousette left Tehran for one month's leave in Sweden in May last, bat has, 
wo far, not returned. In his absence the Swedish Legation is in the charge of 
Dr, Jarring. 


‘Switserlind (Chargé d'Affaires) : Dr. Armin Daeniker (June 6, 1936), 

‘A sound and sensible official, Plays no great part in'Tohran life. Is 
distinotly pro-Ally, but needs to go to great pains to be polite to the Axis 
Imiewions, ax a neutral. Elis wife, whom he married in 1938, is believed to have 
boot! the secretary of an anti-Navi society in Switzerland. (Written in 1941.) 
He is in charge of Italian interests. (Written in 142) 


Turkey (Ambassador): M. Cemal Hiisu Taray (December 7, 1941). 

Born about 1800, Formerly ambassador in Warsaw and afterwards in 
Athens. He wields considerable influence in Tehran ax the roprenmatative of the 
principal neutral Power in the Near East and of the senior partner of the 
Eandabad Pact. He is a friendly, if occasionally independent, colleague, though 
his lack of contact with the Soviet Embassy and tnistrost of the Russians is hard 
to overcome and sometimes proves an embarrassment in the peculiar conditions of 
Persia, He is acquiring some notoriety by his passion, if only platonic, for the 
fair sex. (Written in, 1942. 

Owing to the height or his unrestrained admiration for women, oF to a com- 


bination of both, M. Caray's health has been far from satisfactory during the 


last year. His love of bad bridge and high poker has, however, not decreased, 
His attitude towards this legation has been particularly friendly and forth: 
coming of late, possibly as a result of instructions from his Government. 


United States (Minister): Mr. Louis Goethe Dreyfus, Jr. (December 18, 1940). 
Mr. Dreyfus is a professional diplomat with long service. He was probably 
born about 1890. He is not a year ahead of his Government in his pro-Ally 
opinions as his predecessor, Mr. Engert, was, but he is very friendly and pro-Ally, 
and a very frank and loyal colleague. He admits complete ignorance of the Near 
and Middle East, where he was never posted before, and comes in periodically 
for information ‘and advice. In return he is always ready to impart any 
interesting information he may obtain. (Written in 1941.) 
‘Since the entry of the United States into the war Mr. Dreyfus has been 
obliged to adopt a’ more co-operative attitude. He is by nature not a strong 
srsonality and suffers, I think, from an inferiority complex. In his heart of 
hearts I think that he would have been happier if the United States had not 
become involved in the war. However, during the last few months he has shown 
far more readiness to work in as closely as possible with this legation. “He has, 
unfortunately, not a strong staff and is not as well informed as he should be. 
Mrs. Dreyfus, who is stone-deaf, is always ready to be most friendly towards this 
legation. (Written in 1942.) 
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I have no reason to alter my views of Mr. Dreyfus’s character. Recently 
has made efforts to co-operate, but his spinelessness and constant fear of criticism, 
Whether by the Persians or by the State Department, render him a most unsatis- 
factory and unreliable colleague. His relations with the United States forces in 
this country are far from cordial. T-understand he is hoping to go home on leave 
in the autumn. Mrs. Dreyfus spends her days in charitable work amongst the 
Persian poor and her nights in playing bridge, with the result that er health is 
seriously affected 


Yegnslonia (Changl d’Afaires): Dr- Louis Keser (August 17, 1980), 

Torn about 1605, Has always been friendly towards His Majesty's Legation, 
‘and detests the Germans and despises the Italians. Showed great spirit at the 
time of the Axis attack on his country. Talks English very fairly. Plays an 
inconsiderabie role in Tehran, (Written in 1981.) 

Dr, Koser left Tehran in August 1942 for anew post, either in London or 

the Yugoslav Legation has been left. in charge of 

th, a colourless, long-haired individual, who has been ill 

most of the time and_is now being transferred to Angora! A new chargé 

d'afiaires, M. Milovan Tomazeo, has reached Bagdad on his way from Angora to 
‘Tehran to take over Yugoslay interests. 





(0B 4008/48/34) No, 31. 


Sir R, Ballard to Mr. Biden —(Received 19th August) 
(No. 822) 
Tehran, 7th August, 1943, 

IN view of the fact that not only the Persian Government and all classes 
‘of Persians but even to some extent tle American Food Adviser and the United 
States Legation have been inclined to lay on His Majesty's Government. tho 
blame for the hardships which the country has undergone during the past yeur 
owing othe iadoate read supply, ii, Chink, dsialle to place tn rated 
some account of the difficulties which we had to face and of the'eflorts that we 
made to assist and advise the Persian Government in the matter of grain collec: 
tion in 1942-43, 

2. The question how best to control the 1942 haryest first began to engage 
my serious attention in April of that year when, owing to the failure of the 
late rains, the crop prospects in some parts of the country were unfavourable 

jerument, without making any serious attempt to ussexs the real 

position, were calling’on the Allies to supply them with large quantities of wheat 

Trom abroad, Official corruption and the evil reputation of the Food Depart- 

» made all classes unwilling to deliver their surplus grain to the Government, 

le political insecurity led to hoarding, aud the high price olfered for rain 

ad and Iraq encouraged smuggling to these countries on a considerable 
ale 

3. On the 7th May I addressed a letter to the Prime Minister us ‘ing 
hhim to fix at once a more reasonable price for wheat from the coming harvest than 
the rate of £3 a ton then in force, and also to put in hand immediately any 
irrigation projects which would enable increased sowings to take place in the 
autumn His’ reply, owever, was couched in vague and. pessistisic term, 
Contemplating a coring of gain ax inevitable ‘and suggesting thatthe decit 
should be made up by mere from the United States or India. The Persian 
Government were repeatedly warnod that they must take adequate aleps to se 
their own house in order before they could expect His Majesty's Government to 
assist them with imports from abroad, but it was not until Joly that, under 
‘continued pressure from us and, as it turned ont, too late to influence appreciably 
the attitude of landowners, new prices were fixed, varying according to the 
region {rom £0 co €13 per ton, "The Persian Government also made some attempt 
to promulgate, under the Anti-Hoarding Law of March 1942, reasonable regula- 
tions designed to ensure the collection of the landlords’ ‘surplus and some 
improvement in the situation seemed possible. ‘The intention of M. Bader, then 
Minister of Finance, was at that time to collect ax much of the proprietors’ 
surplus as possible in the shortest ible time and then to purchase the balance 
in the open market, the peasants being encouraged to sell their surplus by the 
offer of piece-goods in exchange. 

4. It was realised that the raising of the price for the landlords’ surplus 
would not by itself be sufficient to secure adequate supplies, and that the inore 
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formidable obstacle of olficial corruption had still. to be surmounted. With 
this in mind it was proposed to. the Minister of Finance in May that British 
ollicials should be appointed in the various wheat-growing areas mainly for the 
purpose of securing an independent estimate of the position in each area: they 
would be able to check the reliability of claims for assistance and would also 
exervise some check on the activities of the provincial revenue olficers, so that 
both Jandowners and the Government might receive fair treatment ‘and. the 
delivery of grain be encouraged. ‘The proposals were accepted and five ollicers, 
known as "* Consular Liaison Oficers,’” were duly appoint 

5. In August the Soheily Government was replaced by that of Qawam-es 
Saltanel, who first endeavotired to solve the wheat problem by demanding 
120,000 tons from the Allies ‘This demand was, of course, rejected, there being 
‘ho reason to suppose that sufficient supplies would not be available from the 
country for the greater part if not the whole of the year. In many areas, such 
us Azerbaijan and Isfaban, the crops were, in fact, well above the average, 
while in Khorasan they bed never been Utter, and a rough estimate by our 
consul-eneral in Meshed gave the surplus for that province as over 40.000 tons 
In other regions, notably Gurgan and in some parts of the Hamadan district, 
the areas sown with wheat were more extensive than they had been for many 
years, 

6. The complete unreality of the Persian Government's attitude in asking 
for supplies from abroad while the harvest was still on the threshing floor 
demonstrated the bankruptcy of the ceatral food administration. In such 
‘circumstances the raising of Wheat prices, the enactment of anti-boanding laws, 
‘and the appointment of our consular liaison officers could have little effect. 
early ax mid-February 1942 T had, indeed, suggested to the Persian Government 
that, in addition to financial advisers, they should engage in America sme 
experionced persons, ¢y., from the stall which carried out relief work with 
Mr. Hoover in Belgium, to assist the Government in the distribution of 

poli supplies sucha wheat and sugar. It was no, however, il the end 
‘of September that one American adviser was appointed to work in the Ministry 
of Supply, and he, unfortunately, was not well chosen, ‘Though probably a alick 
bayot and seller in ordinary conditions, Mr. Sheridan had, in fact, no qualifica 
tions for a pont requiring good judgment and organising ability, and be was to 
prove quite unequal to the task of framing the efficient central’ food policy on 
‘which so much depended, 

7. Instead of concentrating immediately on the practical solution of 
particular problems of grain collection area by'area, Mr. Sheridan had recourse 

for a 


leat aweop abould be made of the whole of the Government's policy and that a 
so-called world price should be fixed for all wheat transactions throughout the 
coontry Tt wat generally felt that yet another change inthe oficial Govern 


ment price would have the worst possible psychological effect as indicating 
EREiay onthe var¥or iia Uotarstadik oto she fours and therefore aggravating 
the very lack of confidence it wax designed to allay. In my telegram No. I 
of the 12th October and again in a note given by Mr. Squire to Mr. Cascy 
Feseually on the 17 (Oetebor, the opliviod was exproased (hat this pollcy ‘would 

disastrous and, in spite of the fact that we continued to give every assistance 
to Mr. Sheridan in all his activities, this forecast has proved, I consider, to havo 
been accurate. 

5. hy the new policy the Government pric of wheat was rained to £24 ton 
(£28 in Tehran and the districts along the northern frontier) but no effective 
measures to an end to the black market were taken, nor, indeed, was the 
‘Administration seong enough to enforce any eich meastres even ad it wished 
to do'40. The result as had been foreseen," wa an immediate doubling of the 
black market price of £30 a ton, and the price, in fact, reached £150 mm some 
districts before the close of the season ir prices rose in sympathy and a 
tremendous impetus was given’ to the infationary. movement.” Almest nore 
serious was a result which had not been foreseen. The Government, which by 
purchasing wheat at E13 a ton and selling bread at 2 riale a kilog, was able to 
over its total costs and even earn a small profit in some districts, had intended 
to maintain the price of bread at its previous lovel and to bear the heavy lost 
which the new prices entailed. When, however, the black market price rose to 
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£60 a ton or more, peasants, who had before been content to eat, their own wheat, 
now sold their own stocks at an enormous profit and flocked into the towns to 
live on cheap Goverament bread. This not ouly increased enormously the demand 
for Government supplies of wheat but caused bread riots in many of the towns, 
especially Kermanshah and the west generally, Moreover, the Joss on the sale 
f bread was so great as to add considerably to the budget deficit and aggravate 
the tendency to inflation. 

9. Even 30, the new price might well have succeeded, at least for time, 
in attracting larger quantities of grain to the Government granaries had the 
announcement been accompanied by prompt and well<onceived action by the 
departzvent (later Ministry) of Supply. {n the first place, the announcement 
was made in the press and over the wireless without any previous intimation to 
the local authorities or any provision for the extra funds required. In con: 
sequence, early offers to deliver at the new price were, for several weeks, rejected 
for want of instructions and lack of funds. When orders were at last received 
they were nicely calcalated to defeat their own object. The new price was not 
to fe paid to those who bad not delivered their undertakings in full for the last 
two years. Thin was generally interpreted, and with very good reason, as mean 
ing ihat the Minister of Supply, who was responsible for the issue of this order, 
was determined to sabotage the work of the American adviser. it 
fact, three *' kings ” in this remarkable ** imperium,” the third being the Under- 
Scoretary, Mr. Ansadi, well-meaning and honest, b enced, and subject 
to continuous attacks by Deputies and other ‘unscrupulous individuals with 
axes (0 grind. The resulting spate of contradictory orders only added to the 
general confusion, which was made woree by the fact that. those of Mr, Sheridan, 
‘who, as adviser, bad no execative authority, wore, in fact, wlira einer. 

10, There was yet another factor which of itself effectively nullified all 
efforts to pat the new policy into fores and which passed almot unnoticed at the 
time. Certain towns such as Yazd, Qum and Kashan have always been allowed 
to purchase their requirements in the open market, and no attempt was made to 
Jntreace other arrangements to meet the altered conditions, Aw a reall, agents 
for these places continued 1 purehase thei requirements unhindered in the black 
market, thus effectively sabotaging the whole schese. 

11. The situation might not have been so bad if Mr, Sheridan had been 
prepared to listen to the advice offered by thin Legation. A few ont of many 
Instances of his failure to do so are recorded below ;— 


(On his frst arrival he was advised that without American assistants in the 
provinces he could not bope to accomplish bis mission, and in the meantime the 
Nhole of the consalar liaison officers organisation. was offered to him to be entirely 
At hin disposal. Neither suggestion was adopted, and it was not until many 
‘weeks had passed that Mr, Sheridan realised that his hopes of adequate assistance 
From young Persians were illusory, and took steps Lo apply to the United States 
for the engagement of a number of assistants. Tt took him still lonyer to adopt 
the suggestion that our consular liaison officers should be given @ certain amount 
Of authority of an advisory if not of an executive nature, and even then be only 
invited therr assistance in’ half-hearted and unmethodical manner, leaving his 
own officials many opportunities for neglecting their advice and avoiding action 
Which Jocal situations continually demanded. There is good reason to Uelieye 
that Mr. Sheridan, repented, too late, of his failure to make use of the consular 
liaison officers, and he has been beard to declare, in the presence of British and 
‘American hearers, that, but for the consular liaison oificers such quantities of 
wheat as were collected would never have been got in Hi 

a the Hamadan and Kermanshah districts there were large stock of grain 
in areas away from the main roads and liable to be snowed up during the winter 
months. Repeated requests to move these stocks while the roads were still open 
‘were disregarded. We begged that local officials should be given authority 10 
hhire transport for the purpose, but the Central Government were unwilling either 
themselves to sanction adequate rates of hire or to allow local authorities to do so. 
‘As a result some 3,000 tons of wheat were stowed up in these areas which consular 
Iiaison oficers were at last, when it was too late, given full authority to move by 

imal (ransport, at no matter what cost 
‘auth the Kerman area it had long been realised that assistance would be needed 
tefore the next harvest, As carly as September it was si by us that a 
Certain reputable agent should be appointed to buy at the Goverment price in 
Sistan enough of the large surplus in that area to make good the needs of Kerman. 
Tt was vot. bowever, until January, when Kerman stocks were at the point of 
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exhaustion, that after numerous urgent representations and weeks of negotia- 
tions, the suggested contract was at last given. ‘The contractor was s0 successful 
that Mr. Sheridan has engaged him as sole contractor for the purchase of a very 
Jarge quantity of wheat in Sistan out of the 1943-44 crop. 

Repeated efforts to persuade the Government to take action against hoarders 
have similarly proved almost entirely abortive. In Khuzistan five small hoards 
were discovered in July, two of them belonging io a deputy named Nasseri, but all 
efforts to persuade the Government to take any action whatever against him were 
unavailing. Another recalcitrant landlord in the same province was the Ruis. 
utTujjar. After repeated expostulations on our part the Government did 
eventually deport this individual to Tehran, but they have been unable since to 
bring themselves to take any steps against him, and he has since returned to 
Khuzistan. Yet a third hoarder against whom’ we repeatedly urged action 3s 
Ali Akbar Khan Baloki of Atak. “After long delay orders were given by Mr 
Sheridan that he and other defaulting landlords should be arrested." Baluki was, 
however, released on an undertaking to deliver his surplus grain, a promise which, 
‘eedles to say, he failed to keep, and when orders for his rearrest were issued by 
Mr. Sheridan the police were unable to find him until several weeks later when out 
consular linison officer personally intervened. 


12. ‘The transport story is very similar. In June 1942, I wrote to the Prime 
Minister urging that early steps should be taken to make the maximum use of 
animal transport, in view of the certainty of an acute shortage of mine Teese, 

port in the near future. ‘The manufacture of earts and the hiring of camels from 
India and Afghanistan were suggested. Nothing was done. The urgency of the 
problem was again wtrested by me to Qavam-eeSultanch in August. The result 
Was the same,” The employment of many hundreds of camels was also unged on 
Mr. Sheridan in October, bit it was not until two months later that a contract was 
arranged with the Shabseven tribe, and even this proved abortive as the contract 
contained no penalty clause, and the camels were almost immediately divested fax 
the carriage of black market wheat. 

18. Local grain collection work also suffered by the arrangement under 
ich al motor transport required for local uae had to be provided by the Road 
‘Transport Departient in Tehran, “Provincial Supply Department eficials had 
no authority to hiro lorries themselves and had no lorries at their disposal except 
those provided by the Road Transport Department. ‘These were for the moat 
contracted lorries, the drivers of which did not like being assigned to the diffealt 
and less remunerative work of short hauls over difficult local roads which grain 
collection involved, and worked with corresponding ineflciency, if they did not 
desert altogether. ‘Other causes of inelliciency were the frequent lack of funds for 
Jpaving drivers and buying petrol and the fact that reference was usually made to 

‘ehran whenevar a lorry needed repairs. With a view to making loral motor 
transport arrangements more efficient, a suggestion was put forward that three 
or four small lorries should be assigned to the consular liaison officers in each of 
the most important areas, to be run under his personal supervision and control. 
‘This proposal, however, was not approved at first by the Road Transport Board, 
though it was later accepted, 

14. In spite of these difficulties the provinces managed somebow to feed 
themselves, Ih some areas our consular linison officer was able to stimulate the 
officials into sufficient activity, in others the Government gave up the task and 
allowed the people to subsist as test they could by purchases on the black mark 
‘Tehran, however, had to be fed, and here a breakdown soon took place. For th 
there were many contribatory canses, but the greatest was undoubtedly the failure 
of the Government to obtain for Tehran more than a negligible fraction of the 
normal surplus of Azerbaijan. Ordinarily Tehran profits to the extent of 10,000 
40 30,000 tons from the grain of this the most fertile of all the provirices of Persia, 
for if Azerbaijan grain does not always come direct to Tehran, it replaces in the 
Hamadan-Kermansbah area the large supplies exported to the capital. Last 
autumn I was assured by the Soviet Ambassador in writing that, in addition to 
the proposal to import 50,000 tons of wheat from Soviet Russia in exchange for 
an equal quantity of rice, the local Russian authorities would assist in 
Aransporting the estimated surplus of 25,000 tons of wheat from Azerbaijan to 
Tehran. These offers were not carried ont; on the contrary, the war situation 
in the Caucasus compelled the Soviet authorities to demand instead 20,000 tons 
of wheat and tarley from Azerbaijan for the consumption of their tops in 
Persia. Thus instead of the 35,000 tons expected, ‘Tehran received from 
Azerbaijan only 242 tons, ‘This was partly due to the supinenese of local officials, 
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fan attitude in which the Russians appeared to acquiesce in spite of sundry 
affirmations to the contrary, and partly to active intervention on the part of the 
Russians in stopping the movement of yan south, presumably because of their 
difficulties in securing the fulfilment of their own requirements. This virtual 
denial of Azerbaijan wheat to Tehran kept the capital on the verge of starvation 
from December onwards until the arrival of grain from Canada towards the end 
of March, and was chielly responsible for so many of the political difficulties 
encountered by the Persian Government and for the odium which His Majesty's 
Government have had to bear 

15, The situation was eventually saved by the arrival of the 25,000 tons 
promised under the Food Agreement and the arrival of the first consignment of 
& further 25,000 tons which the Russians suddenly undertook to supply, 
Apparently as a propaganda measure. 

Pera. Le might be expected that tho experiences of the past yea would (have 
been sufficient to induce Mr. Sheridan to take all possible steps to ensure that the 
bumper harvest now in view should not go the way of its predecessor, but, as I 
have already reported separately, the preliminary arrangements made by the 
Persian Government have been far from satisfactory and give no ground for 
optimism in spite of the good harvest vow Wing reaped in many parts of the 
country, Mr, Sheridan, at a recent conference at which Dr. Millspaugh and 
representatives of this legation, the United States Legation and Middle East 
Supply Centre were present, showed few signs of administrative ability. He wax 
uncertain of the total quantity of grain he proposed to collect and was unable, 
therefore, to inform Dr. Millspaugh of the exact sum he would require to finance 
his grain purchases, He has not yet, in spite of frequent reminders, made ont 
fa transport prograrume on which lorries can be allotted for collection’ work, and 
at the close Of the conference he revealed the fact that ho had hardly any sacks 


in which to collect grain, Fortunately, other peuple had had greater foresight, 


id East St Der ve been able to show that the quantities of 
rae ea eee inthe Zountey or will arrive by the tie they are needed are 


sacks which are in 0 
adequate Ka 
7. Mr. Sheridan recently tendered his resiguation to the Persian Gove 
ment, with effect from early September, on the plea of private affairs. Since 
then the Ministry of Supply has been abolished, anid the collection of grain 
teen entrusted to a new Crea and Brand Section, with ite own direcot general, 
which is to work under tho direct control of Dr. Millspaugh, Dr. Millspaugh 
Temaking streaaons efforts to weure game able and experienced American to dire 
is de id it in hoped that a suitable man will arrive soon. | Meanwhile, 
Ee credo teh heritable dieorganination which has followed 


weve, ath th i 
areola loa tas. Ministry ‘of Supply, the weakness of the Central Government 


in all matters, the geoed and influence of yeated interest, the 


of the Persians who broadcast from Berlin to persuade their fellow-country 


4 2 hide their grain lest it bo sto : 
aoa aaa ee ihe cet weet aces in Fare ‘Ifa, th ture of 
make adequate arrangements in time, it is possible that, in 
dla te hamper ares ie your the Government wil Have difeaty in 
ing some of the deficit areas. ; 

ee re daapaich may eppest. 10 contain an unduly large proportion of 
i ridan. Mr. Sheridan has some qualities which have bee 

Spica ot erinis amd pods uumonred, ud inthe wort days of 
sn altboat without bread, he worked on without 

‘any kind of grain or other 

“Also it must be remembered 

nly. "Moreover, hin 


the large to 


parti 
Population is 
most corrul 
pite ofall this, 
States Government seers to 
other advisory posts in Persia, 
strect—the Department of Supply 
ence of organisation on & 

fabian We tends to dacredit. fn aie im ger The corr fear the 
foreign advisers, the vain think them unnecessary: With Mr. Sheridan the vain 

ve idence of the superfluity of foreign advice; while owing to his hasty 
have Regine policy the corrupt ave had nothing to fear 


and spasmodic policy 














































































































‘Throughout this difficult time His Majesty's Legation have been fortunate 
in reoeiving prompt asistance from His Majesty's Government, from the Govern 
mont of India and from the Minister of State; and in having as a check 
‘on inolficiency and corruption an able group of consular liaison officers, guided 
by the experience, the wisdomn and the imperturhable resolution of Mr. Squire. 
{am sending copies of this despatch to His Majesty’s Minister of Stat, to 
the Government of India and to His Majesty's representatives at Washinguan 


aud Moscow. 
T have, &e. 
RW. BULLARD, 





(E 4932/98/24) No, 32, 


Sir R, Bullard to Mr, Bden—(Reeviee Augus 
i, Received 1th August.) 
(Telegraphie.) Tehran, W8th August 

YOUR telagrin No. 1110 to Mowow, Mont Seort, reagan 

itish military soarity, authorities arrested second parachatist ni 

Youb/ 17h August making thee Germann in two ip ag gee aed 

2” Russian yy authorities have secured mass of material inorimina 
Nanbakht in-conspirucy alfocting Russian zone as well as other pacts of Paris, 
[Group andeoypherable? Mayors) diary also makes it clear that Naubakht ix 
mainspring of the conspiracy on Persian xide, 

3. Lam sure that Prime Minister will not proceed against ) 
pressure is applied by Russians ax well as by usa If, therefore, 
present my lint of persons to be arreated Russians have not received orders to join 
tn the request for N.'s exclusion from the Majlis and arrest, T propose unless 1 
receive your insteuctions to the contrary to have Naubakht arrested by Bi 
military security authorities, since it is 

his plotting 


[E 4928/38/34) 


Slr R, Mullard t0 Mr. Bden.—(Receiee 7 
(Xe 00), (Ri od 19th August.) 
(Telegraphic) Tehran, gust, 1943 
TY tolegeam No, 908 nA A rat 2S 
At the request of the Prime Minister I discussed Pars situation with bim and 
Jabanbani, General Offeor Command Fors, 17th August. British Military 
Attaché and Colonel Robert took part in the discussion, a 
‘i Ths Pri Mi ie and Jahanbani peerbee. that they have not the power to 
reduce the tribes to submission at present and ying weit bout the 
following arrangements — 33 eis es elmira 
(1) Khomro, who is the younger brother, to-be Governor of Firuzabad. Title 
‘would be that of an ordinary Governor, but he woold be in practice 
Tikhani of Kashgai, «moe he woald not stay at Firuzabad but would 
migrate with the tribe for the winter. The Government would not force 
all Kashgais to «abmit to Khosro, On the contrary they would try t 
aye sections away from him junta they wu ry to spit Baie 
negotiation 
wor Nasir w hand over certain rifles and machine guns ich the 
«ay Nahabgnecoptare fom the Persian as. eerprbnn os 
jasir to con o Tehran aa a candidate for the Majlis. \d 
stand for Pirazabad there could be no doubt of his. ra ister} 
suggested that as the seat is vacant Nasir bould be elected now at a 
by-election, but the Prime Minister rightly objected to this as an 
Unnecessary humiliation for the Goverument as the general election ie 
owt aout to bin. It is posite that Nasir will refuse to come to 
‘chron until he has acquired immunity asx deputy. In. that case 
Anhanbani proposes to keep Khosro in Shirar for the present. 
ehanbani to warn Nasir that if he continued to intrigue with the 
Germans henceforth T would not quarantee my Government would 
recognise his parliamentary immunity : 


(4) Lands claimed by Nasir, which are in the hands of the Government, to be 
returned at once. Those which have been sold to third parties to he 
dealt with by a commission. 


3. I had already consulted Colonel Robert and Q . . - ul Mul aid 
both had admitted that in view of weakness and unreliability of the Persian army 
and need for time for Q to strengthen the Government party, some such 
foncessions would have to be made. We, therefore, spoke to the Prime Minister 
‘nd Jahanbani to this effect. 

‘Although His Majesty's Government would like to seo the whole of Persia 
ceful and prosperous, and His Majesty's Legation had always supported 
tral Government while urging it to deal fairly with the tribes, disputes 

etween Government and its tribes were of no concern to His Majesty's Govern 
ment unless they endangered the interests of the Allies, His Majesty's 
Government cannot object to the arrangement which Persian Govornment propose 
to make with the leaders of Kashgai, but since it is mainly because of these men 
that Kashgai territory has been a centre of German activity for over a year, and 
that other Germans with designs on security and communications have recently 
come to Persia, we must insist that any agreement between Persian Govern 
and Kushgai should embody an undertaking by Kashgai to delivering [sie 
Tdeliver) up Germans and their equipment, &v. Prime Minister agreed. He 
‘ulso promised to offer a substantial reward for information leading to the capture 
of Germans. 

T.'T mentioned the capture of Mayer and reminded the Prime Minister that 
he could not have remained at lange for nearly two yours without the connivance 
‘of many some of them probably of high rank. T expressed doubt abet 
the inability of army oficers in general and asked Jahanbani not to take back 
with him to Shiraz « certain Colonel Alavi, who ix on bis stall, 

‘5. Our opinion relevant. to Q ‘in confirmed by Mayor's diary which 
records his appointwent with regret and dewribes him a» enemy No 1, 
informed the Prime Minister that we were well aware of intrigues against 

even in high oficial circles in Teas, but that as our opinion of hit as a 
hy unimpoad 


against him as intrigues ay 


ied him Governor work, kopt 


‘shall hand to the Pritne Minister to-lay draft notice of offer of reward 
hont and our draft conditions for insertion in the Kashyai 
Copies by hag... There is some evidence that Kaslgai still have vn 
Hees ith them, but would like to be rid of them in some way which will not 
Sermate them. Yeu may be sure that no method by which German agen 


be accured of killed will be neglected. 


completely silent. 
"oT 


by the Porsian Goveran 
agreement 





[1B 4970/38/34) No. 34 
Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Eden —{Receieed 2at August) 
fe a Mia) Tehran, 2st August, 1943. 
RAGBAKHT interpellation is down for sitting of 2st August Prime 
Minister and Minister of War are feeling more confident since eaplure of Mayer, 
while Naubakht is believed to be very nervous for same reason. 
ai ear plan of British security authorities, present lit of suspects for 
js being postponed for a few days. 
a eens Pennigation Persian Government have published in. press ler 
of reward of 80,000 rials for information leading to capture of any unauthorised 
Gerase found in this country. We are making it known that separate reward 
tf not less than 30,000 rials will be payable by British wuthorities. 
t etaseian Embassy has received no instructions. I hope that they will 
get some from M. Maisky who arrives to-morrow on his way through 



































































































































(E 8204/38/38) No. 85. 
Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Bden.—(Received 1st September: 
mae Eden. —(Received 1st September) 
(Telegraphic) Tehran, 31st August, 1943. 

T CALLED on the Shah to-day to express regret that it had been found 
hevessary to arrest so many of his subjects. He seemed rather relieved, partly, 
think, because he has loug known that the Allies bad suspicions against a number 
of Persians and partly, perhaps, because we have let him know that in German 
intrigues, Zahidi and Nasir Qashgai were candidates for the throne. He agreed 
tha Persia could jastify ber adbesion to the Declaration of the United Nations 
at this late stage by reference to German attempt to stir up civil war and to embroi 
Persia with her Allies : alee ede 

2. Bazaar remained closed this morning. 
to the inclusion of Mullah Kashani among: th 
lmerchants and landowners against, Millspaugh 
also closed, the latter is probably the real reason. ‘The police did not venture 
to cater Kashani’ house to arnest tim, "Otherwise afrests ue proseding 

factorily and without incident, and the general effect is said to be on the 
whole good.” Full reports the provinces have not yet been received, but 

half the (group undecypherable) suspects are said to have heen arrested 
With full American co-operation. ‘The Minister of War has acted with great 
ptitude and seems to have secured most of the suspects in Tehran including 
Of three (group undscypherable 1 striker + aud he say strict instru 
have beet sont to the provinces regarding military suspects there. Among 
tho civilians arrested hore are Busheri, Sajjadi, Matin Daftari and Khoaro 
Iqbal, Stimulated by American adviser and ‘improved. recent changes in 
personnel, police arw showing unusual activity, but if this should fall off British 
security authorities may ha to elect come of the arreatsdtaied 

3, Communiqué for publication in local press is being drafted by Rumian 
Chargé d’Affaires and mysclf and when agreed with Prime Minister will be 
telegraphed to you. 





(B 6252/38/94 No. 38, 


Sir R, Bullard to Mr. Bden—(Received tnd September. 
(No, 030.) : i 4 
(olographic,) 

MY telegram No. 948 

Our combined Anglo-Russian list o made up of (a) [grou 
undecypherable} army” oflicers, () abeers, (00, ilnaae oak 
(4) OA railway employees, Of y ollicers, including Aghevli, 
all tho police officers, 21 civilians and 34 railway employees have been arrested 
up to date; the railway employees are already in our hands and arrangements 
‘are being made for the other categories to be handed over to ux Few returns 
from the provinces including Russian zone have yet to come in. 

2 Kashani has so far ewaped arrest and Naubakht is reported to have 
fled with his sons to Shiraz, Everything proceeds smoothly. 


Tehran, Lat September, 1943, 





(B 6277/38/34) 


(io, 050) SH Ballard to Mr. Eden.—(Reeited Bd September 
(Telegraphic.) 
a hin No. 950. 
‘ollowing is text of official communiqué published in a 
nd September -— mmuniqué published in the press 


No. 87. 


Tehran, 2nd September, 143. 


“<The public is informed that a German organisation 
discovered Which has been set up to earry ont spying acti 
it had been divided into various branches and was directed by German agents 
who were illegally living in Persia. It has become known that this organisa. 
tion was planning av insurrection and armed action against the Government 


recently been 
id sabotage: 


3, 


and also that it wished to destroy the bridges and tunvels on the railways and 
cut lines of communication, in order to prevent transport of military stores 
for the Allies and to interrupt means of transporting goods needed by Persia 
and, consequently, to create’a state of disorder in the country and disturb 
friendly relations of Persia and the Allies. Unfortun 
Persians are suspected of taking: part in th 
with the German agents. Accordingly, in ord mn 
the country and in view of Persian Government's obligations 
‘Treaty of Alliance, steps have been taken to arrest these persons in order that 
they may be interrogated. 

* Anyone who has any information about the activities of this organisa. 
tion or about the whereabouts of Germans who are in hiding is requested to 
communicate it to the Central Police Administration 





[E 5429/98/34) No, 38. 
Sir R. Bullard to Mr, Eden.—(Received \Ath September.) 
(No. 368.) 

HIS Majesty's representative presents his compliments to Hin Majesty's 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs and has the hononr to transmit 
herewith a copy of a despatch of tho 20th August, 1043, from Hin Majesty's 
Minister, Tehran, to the Iranian Prime Minister, ‘Tehran, re German agente 
operating in Pe 


Tehran, 29th August, 1943. 


Enclomre in No. 38. 


Sir R. Bullard to the Iranian Prime Minister. 


YOUR Excellency is well aware, as tho result of the recent arrest of 
Franz Mayer and of the admissions made by the leaders af the Qashyai, tha 
German agents have been operating in this country for many months and 
others have arrived recently. Your Excellency is nlao aware that three Tranian 
nationals known to have been connected with German agents, viz Vasiri, Naivandi 
and Akhtari, have remained at large in. spite of repeated requests. from 1 
Majesty's Legation that they should be arrested, It is quite evident that suc 
activities could not have been carried on without the connivance and even th 
‘assistance of a considerable number of Iranians, and this deduction is supported 
by ample evidence which is in the possession of the Allies. At least some of the 
‘evidence available must have been communicated to your Excellency by the Tranian 
investigating magistrates who collaborated with the British authorities in the 
interrogation of the Iranian suspects at Sultanabad; moreover, your Excellency 
is aware that only a few weeks ago the Tehran police allowed to escape two of the 
interned suspects who had been. allowed by the British authorities to come to 
‘Tehran because they alleged—falsely, as it turned out—that they were seriously 
ill, Tn these circumstances His Majesty's Government had the right to assume 
that the Persian Government, in execution of the obligations imposed upon the 
Iranian Government by the Tripartite Treaty, would make the most strenuous 
efforts to root out all the pro-Axis activities, Far from doing this, however, the 
Tranian Government, until the laet few days, allowed the Tehran police to become 
more and more corrupt, inefficient and hostile to the Allies, and while the three 
Ahove-mentioned suspects continued to remain at large the Tranian Government 
made repeated requests to His Majesty's Legation with the object of securin, 
the release of some of the suspects who. were still under detention or relaxation ol 
control for some who had been released on certain conditi 

2. Recent events have shown that the enemies of the United Nations have 
designs on Allied interests in Tran and that the security of Allied communications 
in Tran are threatened. German agents in Iran are making n desperate effort 
to delay the inevitable defeat of the Axis by trying to disrupt the Allied war effort 
in this country and to embroil Iran with her friends, Great Britain, the Soviet 

and the United States of America, It is essential to the interests of the 
that the pro-Axis organisation in Iran should be broken up completely, and 

T therefore have the honour to hand to your Excellency with this note two lists of 
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‘aspects drawn up by His Majesty's Legation in consultation with the Soviet 

Embassy and to ask that immediate instructions be issued for their arrest and 

despatch to Sultanabad for detention and interrogation in accordance with 

igreement concluded last year between the Imperial Goverument and) His 

Majesty's Government 

3." [can assure your Excellency that T should not be making this request if 

nt were not fully convinced that it is essential to the interests of 

The evidence justifying the arrest of the suspects will be forth- 

n as they are in safe custody in Sultanabad. Experience has shown 

that evidence communicated to the Iranian authorities in advance has often been 

improperly used and has even reached the persons whose arrest the Imperial 
Government had been asked to effect. 

RW. BULLARD. 





(6565 /1/38) No. 89. 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Bden.—(Received V7th September) 
(No. 359.) 
Bir, Tehran, 2th August, 1943, 
WITH reference to your telegram No. 383 of the 28th April last and previous 
correspondence regarding the couclusion of an arrapgement with the Persian 
Government, in acoordance with the Anglo-Persian Financial Agevement of the 
26th May, 1942, and the Supplementary Agreement of the 25th January, 1043, 
for the ascertaining of the amount of the balances in sterling and sterling area 
currencies standing to the Persian Government's credit, I have the honour to 
report that an arrangement 10 this effect was concluded by means of an exchange 
of notes between tyralf andthe Minister for Foroign Affaire, dated. the 
26eh August, 1949, and couched in the terms of the draft referred to in your 
telegeam. Tn this connexion T have the honour to transmit herewith’ the 
following documenta — 


(1) Certified copy of my note to Minister for Foreign Affaire of the 
2th August, 1043 
inister for Foreign Affairs’ note of the Sed Shabrivar, 1322 
fe Sth sah 1040)* 
, lation of (2) 
(A) Uncertitied copies of (1) and (8).* 


2 Tam sending copios of this despatch, together with its enclosures, to 
tho Minister of State, Cairo; Minbranch, Bagdad; the Government of India, 
New Delhi; and His Majesty's Ambassador at Moscow. 

T have, &. 
RW. BULLARD. 


Enclosure 1 in No, 39. 


Sir R, Bullarid to the Persian Minister for Foreign A fairs 


Your Exceltency, 8A August, 1943, 
IN order (0 give offeet to article X of the Financial Agreement between the 
Leperial Persian Government and the Government of the United Kingdow, dated 
the 26th May, 1942 (as subsequently amended by the Supplementary Awreement, 
dated the 25th Janaary, 1943), I have the honour to suggest that the following 
procedure be adopted Tor the ascertainment of the amonnt of the balances in 
sterling and sterling area currencies standing to the credit of the Imperial Persia: 
Government 
(@) As soon as may be after each of the conversion dates, the Imperial 
Ministry of Finance shall certify to His Majesty's Legation in Tehran 
the actoal cash balances in sterling and sterling’ area. currencies 
standing to the credit of the Imperial Persian Government according 
to the official accounts of the various Government Departments 
concerned as at the close of business on the relevant conversion date. 


* Not reproduced 


% 

(¥) The Imperial Ministry of Finance shall furnish to His Majesty's 

Ri peice sunratma coeitie m ae alopal ark toes sel 
from the Imperial Bank of Iran, confirming that the sums certified 
in paragraph (a) above actually stood to the credit of the Imperial 
Persian Goverument as at the close of business on the relevant date. 

(©) The Imperial Persian Government shall ensure that the National Ban 
of Iran and the Imperial Bank of Iran shall respectively communicate 
to His Majesty's Legation (for transmission to the Bank of Eng! 
the names of the banking correspondents in the United Kingdom 
the rest of the sterling area with whom the said balances are kep! 

{@) The Imperial Persian Government shall ensure that: the suid: banking 
correspondents are instructed to certify to the Bank of England, on 
demand, the actual cash balances standing to the credit. respectively 
of the National Bank of Iran and of the Imperial Bank of Iran as 
at the close of business on the relevant conversion date. 

(0) Upon receipt by His Majesty's Legation of the vertificates m 
paragraphs (a) and (2) atove, the Government of the United 
will inform the Imperial Persian Government of the amonnt of gold 
that is consequently to be made available to the Imperial Pervian 
Government, of the centre at which the Government of the United 
Kingdom (in accordance with the option available to them und 

¢ XI of the Financial Agreement) are prepared to deliver 1 
gold, and of the prive thereof. The Government of tho U 
Kingdom will further instroct the Baoke of England. to pre 
stated amount of gold upon receipt of the necessary funds from the 
al Bank of Iran. 
purpose, the expression ‘sterling balances standing to the 
iLof the Imperial Persian Government" shall have the meaning 
signed to it in article 18) of the Financial Agreement of the 
28 May, 1942, as extended to other currencies of the sterling aren 
by the exchange of letters of the same date annexed to the ayreament 
Halances of sterling area ourrencies shall he converted into. sterling 
‘at the Landon bankers’ buying rates ruling for the currency cononenied 
on the relevant conversion date 

(9) Tho expression “conversion date" mowne 

(a) the 81st Decembor, 142; 
(0) ‘The last day of each calendar quarter thereafter; and 
(©) The date of the termination of the Financial’ Agreement in 
accordance with article XV thereof, 

2; 1 shall be glad if your Excellency will be ¥ wood as to confirm that the 

procedure proposed above is acceptable to the Imperial Persian Government. 
T avail, &o 
R. W. BULLARD. 


Enelowure 2 in No. 39. 
(Translation ) 


Note from Persian Minister for Foreign A fairs to Sir R. Bullard. 


Sra Shahrivar, 1822. 

Your Excellency, (26th August, 1943) 

IN order to give effect to article X of the Financial Agreement between Uhe 
Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, 
dated the Sth Khordad, 1321 (26th May, 1942) (as sul tly nmenided by the 
Supplementary Agreement, dated the 5th Bahman, 1321 (25th January, 1043) ), 1 
have the honour to inform your Excellency that the Imperial Governiment 
that the following procedare should be adopted for the ascertainment of 
amount of the balances in sterling and sterling area currencies standing to the 
eredit of the Imperial Government :— 


(@) As soon as may be after each of the conversion dates, the Imperial 
Ministry of Finance shall certify to His Majesty’s Legation in Tehran 
the actual cash balances in sterling and sterling area currencies 
standing to the credit of the Imperial Persian Government according. 
to the official accounts of the various Government departments 
concerned as at the close of business on the relevant conversion date. 
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(@) The Imperial Ministry of Finance shall furnish to. His Majesty's 
Legation supporting certifieates from the National Bank of Iran 
‘and from the Imperial Bank of Iran, confirming that the sums certified 
in paragraph (a) above actually stood to the credit of the Imperial 
Persian Government as at the close of business on the relevant date. 

(©) The Imperial Persian Government shall ensure that the National Bank 
of Iran and the Imperial Bank of Iran shall respectively communicate 
to His Majesty's Legation (for transmission to the Bank of England) 
the names of the banking correspondents in the United Kingdom and 
the rest of the sterling area with whom the said balances are kept. 

(2) The Imperial Persian Government shall ensure that the said banking 
‘correspondents are instructed to certify to the Bank of England, on 
demand, the actual cash balanices standing to the credit respectively 
of the National Bank of Tran and of the Imperial Bank of Iran as at 
the close of business on the relevant conversion date. 

(0) Upon resi by His Ma 

(a) and 


For this parpows, the expremion “sterling talances standing to the 
credit of the Iinperial Persian Government ” shall have the meaning 
amigned to it in article T (3) of the Pivancial Agreement of the 
26th May, 1042, ax extended to other earrencies of the sterling area 
hy the exchange of lettors of the aame date annexed to the agreement. 
Balances of sterling area currencies shall be converted into sterling 
‘at the London bankers’ baying rates ruling for the currency concerned 
‘on th relevant conversion date 


conversion date’ means 

(a) the Bint December, 1942; 

(0) the last day of each calendar quarter thereafter; and 

(0) The date of the termination of the Financial Agreement in 
necordance with article XV thereof. 


T avail, &o 
MUHAMMAD SA‘ID MARAGHAL 





(1B 567/338 /34 | No. 40, 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Eden —(Received 17th September.) 
(No. a74) 

HIS Majesty's representative presents his compliments to His Majesty's 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs and has the honour to transiait 
herewith a copy of a note to Persian Minister for Foreign Affairs, regarding 
Perain's query aboot obligations and advantages derived from adherence to 
Declaration of the United Nation 


Tehran, 3rd September, 1943. 


Enclosure in No. 40. 


‘Sir R. Bullard to the Persian Minister for Foreign Affairs 


Mle Ministre, Tehran, 3rd September, 1943. 
ON the Sth July I bad the honour to be received. together with my Soviet 
and American colleagues, by your Excellency and his Excellency the President 
‘of the Council. A document was read ont in which the Im rersian Govern- 
ment expressed a desire to adhere to the Declaration of the United Nations but 
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Wished to know first what obligations and advantages would follow if this step 
‘Was in fact taken. I duly reported the matter to my Government and I now have 
re in conveying to your Excelleney their reply, which is to the following 
effect -— 
1. Lf Persia enters into a state of war with one or more of the Axis Powers, 
she will thereby become elegible for adherence to the Declaration of 
the United Nations. 
2. Persia would not by mere adherence to the declaration assume an; 
additional economic or military obligations, but it is hoped that Persi 
‘would thereafter take the most active measures within the 
frontiers of Persia, in rendering material collaboration and help in the 
ruggle for vietory over Hitlerism. 
we advantages which would accrue to Persia from adherence would 
be those obviously flowing from full and formal partnership with 
be thirty-two United Nations in their struggle. 
m adherence to the declaration, Persia would have equal rights with 
‘other United Nations to participate in the appropriate conferences 
concerned with the peace settlement. 
T avail, &, 


R, W. BULLARD. 


(E 5022/80/94 No. 41 
Sir R, Ballard to Mr. Rden—(Recrived 19th September) 


Tedran, 18th September, 1943 
EST that it would be well sot to raiso the question of position of 
Bersin after the war, bt to appear wo take it for granted hat ae wil be let alone 
ourselves and Russia. If, however, it is possible to learn whether Russia has 
Ay views ou Ue subject ard, if 90, what dey aro, it would be very valuable 
There is one point which hax exercised my mind lately, and you might think fit to 
Taine it with the Russians and the Americans now, viz., position during period 
between defeat of Germany and defeat of Japan. Under article 6 of the treaty 
Great Britain and Rossia- are entitled to keep troops in Persia until after 
cessation of hostilities with Japan, «ince Japan is one of the associates of 
‘presumably to the interest of Great Britain that foreign troop 
a as acon ax ia compatible with safety, since, «0 long ax Russian 
oops occupy considerable oF perhaps any part of Persia, healthy functioning of 
Government of Persia ix impossible, but oil eupplies from Persia will be essential 
tothe prosecution of the war against Japan and, therefore, we must protect the 
Oilfiolds and refinerios until Japan ia defeated, Even if Rossin does niot go to war 
with Japan she will presumably claim the right to keep teoope in Perain until ours 
leave" Qseation inj sogyest, what part of Persia he will wish to continuo 19, 
Sccupy as a set-off to our occupation of the oil areas - 
2 British and American representatives here have been hampered in their 
attempt to deal with such questions as supplies and budget deficit by inadequacy 
of co-operation by our Russian colleagues. It would be moat useful if Soviet 
Government could be induced to instruct its new ambassador to Persia to discu: 
fully with us all financial and economic problems, and to this end to treat Per 
8 n whole and not as two or three separate zones. At present Sovict authorities 
seem completely indifferent to the interests of Persia asa whole. They profess 
scepticism aboat budget deficit, while they continue to increase deficit by applica. 
tion of munitions agreement and in other wa; Almost complete stoppage of 
flow of food supplies southward from west and north, while highly faveurahle to 
Russia, both economically and politically, has injured Persian interests in general 
as well as those of His Majesty's Government and of United States Government. 
‘This question, I realise, needs very earefal handling, as Soviet authorities would 
deny many facts we know to be correct, but could not pro 
‘3. Movement of British subjects, military and civilian, into and through 
‘Rassian zone has always been unreasonably obstructed by the Russians. Improve- 
ment has been ea eel mae vee Sea ‘much more a be done 
‘since difficulty arises largely from inc nce of Russian military, and ig it 
stdpadity aid ‘arbitear} bekiviodr of tanivided] eeltcieecend cfcoatal 
posts, but the question might be mentioned. The only military matter of import- 
ance is the approaching stoppage of our military convoys carrying manitions 
[270057 ® 





































































































between the south, and Tabriz, because of refusal of the Russians to allow us to 

build. wint for the military drivers You will remember that the 

mericans stopped runing in the Russian ave for the same reason. [f we could 

over the motive of this refusal it might throw light on Soviet policy. It is too. 

Fe wo construct winter quarters now, ets if the Soviet authorities withdrew theit 

roll m consulting Paic . . and will send supplementary telegram after 
scoing Chief of General Saf, who will be here 32nd September. 





(1B 5626/82/34) No. 42. 
Sir R, Bullard to Mr. Eden—{(Received 20th September’) 


(No, 1008) r 
(elographic.) Tehran, 19th September, 1943. 
CO-OPERATION with our Allies in Persia 


A—With the Americans. 
American failure to. support us last year was due 1 consider to 

Departinent's traditional hostility to British policy in Persia as “* imperialistic.”” 
United States Minister in Tehran, being well acquainted with this tradition, fed 
the hostility by unfriendly reports stressing alleged harshness of our policy 
towards Persians, Firm reply by the Foreign Oftce to State Department com- 
plained on this score and similar attitude adopted by Minister of State when he 
ied Washington opened, the eyes of State Department, though too late to 
jord support in tho matter of provision of local currency where it would. have 
ect: very valuable. Dratnatic change in attitude which ensued was probably 
confirmed. by the gradnal realisation on the part of State Department that there 
is no logal baxia for tho presence of American troops in Persia, that their army 
commaiidor is interested solely in aid to Russia and indifferent to the interests of 
Persians, and that American mural superiority towards the British must have 
eon shake by United States Minister's reports on the conduct of American 
troops in Persia, about which he receives on an average three written complaints 
a day from the Minister for Foreign Affairs. American co-operation with us is 
reaily improved, American army actually assisted our security officers to ensure 
the nereat of as many of the railway suspects aa pessible and the United States 
Minister in giving no encoaragesent to relatives of suspect who complain to him 
Co-operation would be more effective if Mr. Dreyfus had greater force o 
character. He expects to go to United States on leave towards the end of the year, 
rat Secretary, who will premmably act for him, is completely ignorant of 
Porsian affairs and is only more forceful than Dreyfus because he is honest, He 
will, however, be assisted by n Third Secretary who until recently was in the 
Persian Section of State Department. Generally speaking, American coopera 
tion here now depends mainly on the character of United States representative. 


T= With the Rucsians, 

Lastminute instructions from Moscow to the Soviet Embassy here to 
co-operate with us have twice secured important successes -— 

(1) When, the Soviet Ambassador joined me towards the end of 1942 in 
informing the President of the Majlis that Deputies had behaved very badly 
towards the Allies in regard to supplies of local currency and in insisting on a 
further change of attitude, and f 

(2) whoa. revontly the support of the Soviet Changé d’ASaires in regard 
to suspects made my representations to the Persian Government far more forcible 
than our isolated efforts a year ago, and helped to secure the assistance of the 
Persian army and police and to stifle criticism, It will be observed that in both 
theme cases aid to Russia was directly threatened. In the first 1 had, J think, 
made my Soviet colleague realise that if supply of rials was any longer delayed 
‘We should have to cease work on the roads, payment of freight on aid to Russia 
‘and s0 on. On second oceasion Soviet security authorities were first won over 
to the belief that railway and other comamunications were threatened and they 
moved Moscow to send the necessary instructions to the Soviet Embassy in 
Tehran. Normally the Soviet Embussy do not trouble to co-operate fully, but 
prefer to pose as friend of Persia and to leave odium of interference to us unless 
their estential interests, as opposed to the general interests of the Allies, are in 
danger, and they fear that British and Americans will be unable to struggle 


through to a solution unaided. It is true that there was full co-operation with 
the Russians when we were supporting Kavapal Sultana against the Shab, but 
that I consider was because he was their man : he was under their control because 
most. of his estates are in the Russian zone, and be had signed the onerous 
‘munitions factories agreement. Actual friction with the Russians is rare, except 
in matters of passage of British subjects into and through the Russian zone, 
which I mentioned in my telegram No. 1007. This is not the fault of the Soviet 
Embassy, whose staff themselves suffer at times in this respect at the hands of 
the Soviet military. Where there has been some slight friction in other matters 
it hae bean due to lack of frankness on the part of the Soviet Eimbamy._ The 
Most striking cases were difficalties at Qala Murghi airfield and Soviet offer of 
Wheat to the Persian Government without previous notice either to us or to the 
Anericans. Munitions agreement did not affect us directly, but only in so far 
as it threw a heavy burden on an already unbalanced budget, but Soviet candor 
throughout the negotiations fell far short of the requirements of Allied solidarity. 
Once or twice I learned indircetly that the Soviet Ambassador was disturbed at 
some action of ours which had been misrepresented to him and I had to clear up 
the misunderstanding which could have been dissipated before if he had had the 
eandour to raise the subject. We for onr part have never consciously kept the 
Soviet Embassy in the dark on any question of common concern. If greater 
frankness could be secured it would be an important gain, but suspicion and 
tendency to nurse grievances are deeply ingrained in the Russian character and, 
although all our relations at the top have a good effect here, complete elimination 
of these defects is not to te exnected. T feel that M. Smirnov did his best within 
the limits of his powers and that we cannot expect greater co-operation from hix 
sucenmor unless clear instructions to ensure it are sent to him from Moscow. 





(1B 9658/239/34) No. 43. 
Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Eden—(Received 22nd September.) 


Tehran, 15th September, 1943. 

‘THE period since my despatch No. 271 of the 20th’ June last has culminated 
in the Imperial firman of the 9th September declaring war on Germany. Karly 
in July the Persian Government formally notified me and my Soviet and 
American colleagues of their desire to adhere to the declaration of the United 
Nations and asked to te informed what additional obligations Persia would 
Uherety incur, and what advantages abe would segue, An agreed reply by all 
three Governments was in due course returned and the declaration of war followed 
immediately. Apart from the fact that Germany's principal European ally 
had collapsed on the previous day, it came at an opportune moment, when the 

ound-up’” of German agents in Persia, to which 1 shall allude later in this 
despatch, provided the Persian Government with a ready-made justification for 
their action. The declaration of war has been very well received by the Majlis 
and by the press. 

2% To the general surprise, perhaps to his own, M. Soheily remains the 
head of the Government. No one has much confidence in him, and he has main- 
tained his position more by astute mancuvring and taking’ advantage of the 
preseupation of the Deputies about their chances of re-election. that by any 
remarkable display of statecraft or good ment, ‘The Shah, though 
evidently anxious to change Sobeily for either Mansur, Sued or Ala—or perhaps 
Hajhir—is sensitive about a series of determined attacks on him which have 
been appearing in the press, and has been frightened into signing, with great 
reluctance, a document establishing the responsibility of the Minister of War 
and placing the General Staff under that Minister instead of in an independent 
position answerable only to the Shah. Soheily can also claim credit for passing 
the law establishing the powers of the American Director-General of Plice, 
Mr. Timmerman. ‘The vacant post of Minister of Justice has been filled by the 
elderly Sade, a tiff and reactionary exmull. Dr. Sasi, an enlightened 
Minister of Education, resigned at the end of August, but the Ministry of the 
Interior has recently been strengthened by the appointment of Tadayyun. in 
‘succession to Hussein Samli, who fortunately only served. a few weeks, having 
een appointed on the 10th July. 
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3, The elections are supposed to have begun, the usual firman having been 
issued on the proper date, the 24th August. Up to the presen only one election 
result, that. of Kurdan and Shahriyar, has beea announced. Most of the other 
constituencies seem to be inactive and it is doubtful whether many other elections 
will be concluded before the end of the month of Ramazan (end of September); 
in fact, a movement for postponing the elections altogether appears to be gaining 
strength. ‘The usual accusations of intervention by the Russians in their zone 
are froquenty heard, though concrote evidence is very scanty and the Soviet 
authorities disclaim any interest in the Tudeh party. In our own area, consuls 
have been encouraged to make recommendations concerning the most satisfactory 
local candidate, and the Prime Minister and the Minister of the Interior have 
both. cousuited this legation about our views on various candidates. It seems, 
Ait any rate, clear that the Goverument is unhappy about the prospects of riots 
tind disorder: during electoral ‘contests. 'The Tebran elections are hanging fire 
owing to.a dispute between the electoral college and the Government concerning 
the advisability of abolishing the present military governorship of Tehran, 

4. Haji Agha Hussein Qummi (see paragraph 12 of my despatch under 
referane) returned to Tehran from Meshed in August and awaited a reply from 
the Government to his proposals for the re-establishment of religion in this 
country; /his principal demands are freedom for women to wear the veil, 

rohibition of mixed education for young persons, the restoration of the wagt 
junds to their original administrators, and political pressure on Ibn Saud wit 
‘a view to securing his consent to the repair of certain tombs in Medina. ‘The 
Government gave an example of their usual weakness by replying to Qummi in a 
Cabinet decree in which they stated that in the matter of the veil there would be 
ho molestation and that mixed schools for boys and girls would be abolished, 
and gave bin some satisfaction on the other points also, 

Public security in the capital and in some of the provinces ix 
detoriorating; hooliganism and stabbing are prominent, and though one criwinal 
has aotually been executed in Tehran, robbery and crinies of violence seem likely 
to go on increaxing aa long ax rising prices increase the misery of the poor. 


Tribal Situation—South-West Persia 

6, In my despatch under reference I suggested that if the Persian Govern 
ment did not mishandle the advantageous situation that had resulted fram the 
dispersal of Nasir Quahgai’s forces and the occupation by Government troops 
of Firwzabed and Farnshband there was an opportunity of making a setlement 
with the Qusbgai tribes that might lead to a temporary peace, ‘The Persian 
Government, however, failed entirely to make use of the political factors in their 
favour; the Persian forces failed to. press their military advantage; new 
intrigues were set on foot, encouraged, no doubt, by German agents; and the 
Hoir Ahmadi tribes, under the absconding chief, Abdullah Zarghampur, were 
Permuded to lend support to the Qash 

7. On the trd July the tribes, assisted, it is commonly believed, by treachery 
‘among the troops, scored a signal yuccess against a Persian garrison at Semirum, 
4 village on the northern limit of the Gashgai summer quarters. The whole 
force of some 900 men, after a poor show of resistance, was captured by the tribes 
with all its arma, 

This disaster entirely altered the situation. The tribes were greatly 
encouraged. ‘The Persian forces, correspondingly. depressed, became obviously 
incapable of restoring the situation by their own efforts, Fortunately, it had 
already ean decided that Busire shad be closed as an entry port for supplies 
to Russia and there were only some 550 trucks there to be up the Shiraz~ 
Isfahan road. These wore escorted by troops of Persia and Iraq force and were 
cleared without incident, But there was still ample cause for anxiety. The 
Boir Ahmadi, whose territory tonches the southern oilfields, were now in open 
rebellion; some sections of the Bakhtiari, under Abdul Qasim, were known, to be 
harbouring German agents and to be in close contact with the Boir Ahmadi and 
Quah leaders: the tribe, suffering under real and imagined. grievances of 
the last twenty yoars, were in a mood that predisposed them. to listen to. incite- 
ment against the Central Government and the British authorities who supported 
it, Tt was presumably the desire of German ayents to create the maximum amount 
‘of disorder in the hope of creating opportunities for sabotage, embroiling British 
troopa with the tribes and dislocating to the maximum extent the country’s 
‘economy and administration. 

9.” Frightened by the possibilities and by their own weakness the Shah 
and the Government proposed to send Qavam ul Mulk to Fars as governor- 
general with extensive powers, hoping that by his influence he would be able 
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to rally against Nasir Qushgai the Khassah tribes, who formerly owed allegiance 
to his family, and even some of the Qashgai tribes. I cordially supported. this 
Proposal, but the Goverament, in truly Persian fashion, having decided that. teix 
salvation lay in the Qayam, then made every difficulty about the grant to him of 
the reasonable conditions be demanded and made no attempt to check the power. 

intrigues against his appointment that were at once instigated by Nasit's 
fienda andl other enemies of the Allies. Sientie 

10, It was not until the 10th August that Qavam ul Mulk Jeft for Shiraz 
Meanwhile, Nasir and his brother, Khasrow, had already notified the Governor 
Of Bakhtiari, a fellow-tribesman, of their desire to open negotiations with the 
Persian authorities. ‘This was andoubtedly in part due to tho appointment of 
Qayain, but to a. greater extent to the fall of Mussolini and the Russian victories, 
Bevis of which had by this time filtered through to the tribes. A mecting was 
arranged between Nasir, Khosrow, the Governor of Bakhtiari and the newly 
‘appointed general oflcer commanding of the Persian forces of the sunt, at which 
Colonel Robert, a British liaison officer, who has established some personal 
Prestige with the Qashgai leaders, was present. ‘The outcome of this meeting 
Was that Khosrow agreed to come to Tehran to express repentance for past. mis 
deeds, and to ask for certain terms for himself and his brother. ‘They amounted 
lo this: Khrosrow should be made governor of the Qashgai; he undertook to 
return all arms captured from Persian land to restrain the tribes from 
robbing ; Nasir stiould be allowed to be elected a Deputy for Firuzabad, and when 
Protected by that immunity he would leave Qasbgai territory; the Government 
should immediately return to Nasir those of his lands now held by the Govern- 
ment. 

TL Although the acceptance of these terns ix almost a arrender by the 
Government 10 the Qashyai and in all probability merely postpoues a trial of 
strength, I did not feel justified in advising thet to reject then, realiring that 
they must play for time, L informed the Prime Minister that it was for hin 
Government to decide the terms of settlement that should be made with the tribes, 
bat that T should not he catisied unless they included an undertaking that the 
Qashyai would hand over any Germans in their territory and would allow British 
officials free movement among the tribes. Kroarow aigned an undertaking to 
this effect before leaving Tebran. I also impressed on the Prime Ministor that 
the retention of Qavam ul Mulk as governor-general in Fars wax eawntial if 1 
was to be sure that British interests were not being neglected. 1 informed him 
that our confidence in the Qavam had been strengthened by the discovery in a 
diary found on a captured German agent, that the Qavam's appointment to 
Shiraz was regarded by the Germans with great alarm, 

12._ In spite of the conciliatory replies given by the Government to Khostow 
and their perhaps too evident desire to settle the trouble in Fars Dy peaceful 
means, Nasir continves to profess dismtisfaction with the assirances given, 
aand he has refased friendly invitations from the governor-general and the Pernian 
everal ofcer commanding in Fars, supported by the advice of Tis Majesty's 

‘onsul, 0 visit Shiraz for further discussion. He is now vsing tho pretext 
that it'is his distrust of Qavam ul Mulk that is hindering a settlement re 
‘ean, however, now be little doubt that Nasir has only been playing for time and 
that nothing but force or the threat of force will induce him to abandon his 
Pretensions to be the power in Fars, It is reliably reported that he is harbouring 
the absconding Deputy, Nowbakht, and his son, whose arrest hd beet demanded 
by the Allies, and that, in spite of Khosrow's written undertaking, there are 
still Germans in Qashgai territory. ‘There is, however, reason lo hope that 
the influence for evil of Germans with the tribes has weakened, Abul Qasim, 
the rebel Bakhtiari leader, has already surrendered against a pardon and is 
now in Tehmn; there are’ dissensions among the Boir Ahmadi chiefs, all of 
eho are, in various ware making approaches to the Goveroment, though 
possibly. with no more sincere intention than that of gaining time, and, for the 
time being, the Qushgai have ceased their brigandage. But the elements of 
disorder are still present, German agents have still the opportunity to incite 
attacks against our interests, and the foundations of a lasting peace will not be 
Inid until the Persian Government and its forces are strong enough to dictate to 
the trikes. The Minister for War is now visiting Fars to study the situation on 
the spot. 

Tribal Situation—Kurdistan. 

13._In Northern Kurdistan, although tribal territory is still almost entirely 
free from Persian control, the fear of Russian action hax confined Kurdish 
lawlessness within reasonable limits, There has been some raiding across the 
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‘Tarkish border, and the Turkish sheep brought back are reported to have found 
ready purchasers among the Soviet troops. "in Southern Kurdistan, whe 
fare more closely interested, the uneasy peace that has prevailed for some ti 

seemed likely to be disturbed by the escape from Iraqi surveillance and the return 
to Persia of that troublesome chief, Mabmud Dizli, He endeavoured to rally 
certain Kurdish chiefs to his support, wrote threatening letters to the commander 
of the local Persian troops demanding the withdrawal of his forces even further 
from tribal territory, and then ventured to attack these troops. He was repulsed 
with somo loss, and'as, at approximately the same time, a minor operation drove 
another troublesome chief, Suleiman Rukhzadeh Jaf, back to rag, the tribal 
bellicosity fizzled out. Attempts have been made by German agents to get into 
contact with some of the Southern Kurdish tribes to prepare them for the arrival 
of parachutists and to induce them to prepare landing grounds, bat reliable 
information is not available as to the extent to which the tribes have been 


responsive. 


Security. 
14. In view of the serious deterioration in the general political situation, 
which wax being exploited by enemy agents, and the dropping of German 
Darachotiss in various parte of Pe ‘f the possible breakdown of Govern- 
ment, I recommended, amongst other things, that full use shoald be made of any 
information connected with the Axis plot of last year, and that the arrest o! 
certain dangerous Persians—if necessary by ourselves in view of the utter 
corruption and inefficiency of the Persian police—would have a salutary elect, 
[fully realised that such arrests might annoy the American Government, bat, on 
the other hand, I considered our case had become immeasurably stronger in that 
We were now responsible for the security of American troops transporting 
applies to Russia. Further, as far as the Soviet Government were concerned, 
‘such action was in their real interests and was intended to ensure the safe arrival 
of aid to Russia without interruption. I bad in the meantime discussed. the 
‘matter with my Soviet colleague aud pressed for close co-operation, He replied 
that he had already asked his Government for authority to request the Persian 
Government to arrest certain Persian suspects. 

16, “1 wos in de course authorited By you to make use of oar knowledge of 
the plot at my discretion, but you were doubtful of the advisability o 
arremting the Persian suspects ourselves. At the same time you explained the 
‘bolo position to the American and Soviet Governments, aid invited the latter 
to send instructions to their representative in Tehran to discuss with me the 
question of the arrest by the Persian Government of certain dangerous Persians, 
ith a view to reaching agreyment on a common Tine of ation. wae felt that 
such joint action would be far more effective. As it was evident that direct 
‘American participation was bardy to be expected, the most that could te hoped 
{for from the American Government was general friendly support. 

14." The authority given to me to make use of information about the plot 
arrived at 8 most opportune moment, as the Deputy, Naubakbt, had just tl 
‘an interpellation of the Government, and of the Minister for War in particular, 
attacking the Government and the ‘Allies. T accordingly furnished the Prime 
Minister and the Minister for War with suitable evidence regarding Naubakht's 
pro-Axis and other treasonable activities, both in connexion with the plot and 
Since that date, s0 a4 to enable them to produce a crushing reply. In order to 
test the sincerity of the Prime Minister's recent offer to me to arrest anybody 
Against whow T might be abl to prodace proper evidence, Tat the same tite in 
letter of the Sth August requested him to withdraw Naubakht's parliament 
immunity to enable him to be arrested and sent to Sultanabad for detention ani 
interrogation in accordance with the Anglo Persian, Agreement of 1012. After 
the usual delays the interpellation was linally fixed for the 24th August, but 
Naubakht, undoubtedly scenting danger and realising how weak bis haud had 
become, particularly in view of the arrest of certain Germans in Tehran, failed 
to pat in.an appearance. The Government did not feel themselves strong enough 
to ask the Majlis to remove his immonity, and it 1s now reported that be and his 
son have fled to the Shiraz district. 

17. Itsoon became clear that, if the Axiscontrolled organisations were to 
bo really effectively dislocated, a much larger number of arrests than originally 
forescen would have to be effected. Accordingly, a list of about 140 suspects, 
including seventy Persian railway employees known to be implicated in rll 
sabotage organisations, was prepared and communicated by me to my Soviet and 
‘American colleagues, Amongst those whose names figured in the list were such 
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Persons as Kashani, Kupal, Pourzand, Nanbakht, &e. General’ Connolly, 
American General Officer Commanditig, whom T also consulted regarding the 
Suspect railway employees, promised full collaboration. The attitude of my 
American colleague was more satisfactory than last year. and 1 hoped to be able 
to rely on his acquiescence in the arrests. At the time iny Soviet colleague had 
‘not received final instructions, and it was not until the 20th August that T handed 


n executed with such: little 

to the normal life of the country. ticular, the co-operation of 

the American military on the railway was extremely helpful) Up to the prosont 

about 110 suspects have heen arrested. So far it has beon unnecessary for me, 

except in the case of the railway employes, to avail tyyalf of Ue disretion 

iven to me in your telegram No. 756, naively, to effect arrests ourselves. On the 

\d September the Persian Government. in agreement with my Soviet colleague 

fand myself, issued a commaniqoé justifying thoir attitude in regard to the 
arrests, 


Finance. 

18. There has been little or no chai in the financial situation, which 
continues to be critical. Prices continue to rise, and the condition of the poorer 
clawes and lower-paid Government officials is rious. In epite of pruning of all 
‘timates by De. Milspaugh, Government ‘expenditure continues to rise and there 
is a constant excess of expenditure over revenue, Attempts to raise additional 
revenue by income tax oF other means continue to to stalled by obstruction by 
the Majlis or other interested partics. Sales of gold and silver, both for British 
and for Persian account, have been carried out, but not on a sufficient veale to 
check the rise in commodity prices, Faced with « large deficit on the budget for 
the current yeat, Dr. Millspugh ‘advised the Persian Government to appronch 
the Allies for a loan, and also to request the Anglo-Tranian Oil Company for an 
advance against this royalties, 

19. An Income Tax Bill prepared by De. Millepaugh was submitted’ to tho 
Majlis on the 28th May. It provides for a sharp incroaso in contributions in the 
higher income levels, with ‘the avowed object Of recouping from. merchants 
contractors and landowners some of the extravagant profits made by them during 
the past year. It has been bitterly obstructed in the Majlis, where the parties 
affected are most strongly entrenched. and its passage in something like ite 
original form, or its rejection, may well mark the ultimate success or failure of 
the Millspaugh Mission, 

20, "The badget, which was submitted to the Majlis on the 20h July 
‘estimated revenue at 1,$90,795,006 rials and expenditure at 3,207,718,537. To 
the estimated deficit of some 1,406 million riale Dr, Millapangh expects that it 
will be necessary to add a further 500 million rials to provide some compensation 
to Government officials for the steep increase in the cost of living. As it will in 
any ease take some consideruble time for the income tax Jaw (if and when passed) 
and other Proposed measures to raite additional revenue in Persia, Dr. Millspaugh 
has advis Government to request the American and/or British Govern. 
ments for a loan suffici to cover the total deficit of 1,900 million rials. 
A further revolving sum of 500 million rials is needed to finance grain collection, 
and Dr. Millspat has recommended that if possible this sum should also be 
borrowed from the Allied Governments, In addition to this, the Persian Govern- 
ment have been obliged to approach the Anglo-Iranian Oil Company for advances 
fon the oil royalties payable in 1943-44. The Intter approach was successful; the 
former is still under consideration by the Governments concerned. Meanwhile 
Dr. Millspaugh is hopefully looking round for financial windfalls, | Having asked 
His Majesty's Legation to try to obtain advances cn account of freights duo by 
the Allies to the Persian Staie Railways, he found himself presented with a bill 
for over 200 million rials due to the United Kingdom Commercial Corporation; 
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Dr. Millspaugh then suggested that he be given a respite by setting of the 
UK.C.C. claim against his claim for railway advances 

21. “In pursuit of price stabilisation Dr. Millspaugh continued to isswe 
regulations under the authority of the special powers couferred om bim by the 
Majlis The Price Stabilisation Section has been given extensive powers in 
respect of foreign trade, rent control, control of motor vehicles and tyres, control 
of transportation and’ sale of cereals, &e. A’ Government Pharmaceatical 
Institute bas been established. De. Millopaugh recognises that such sneasures 
‘caunot alone stabilise prices, and that they must be supplemented by interval 
borrowing and emergency taxation. A project for issuing Treasury bonds is 
before the Majlis. In his latest monthly report he expresses optimism regarding 
the prospects of control of speculation and inflation, but the results of all his 
labours are as yet bard to find and very few share his optimism 

22, The cost of living index has moved from 910 in June 1943 to 917 in 
August 1948." The quantity of notes in circulation has increased from 
4,058 millions in June to 4,807 millions in August 1943. The preseuce of Allied 
troops makes further expansion inevitable, but every effort is being made Lo keep 
the expenditure by British forces a Jow as possible, The acite shortage of 
‘currency notes which was experienced a few months ago hax been eased by fairly 
considerable arrivals from the United Kingdom, and more are en route. 

23. With the double object of obtaining rials for Hia Majesty's forces and 
of reducing commodity prices, sales of gold coins for British account were beguit 
at the end of June; sales of gold bars and of silver were undertaken at the same 
time by the Persian Government, and close co-operation was established. Owing 
{o various causes, one of which was an inadequate supply of coins, it has not yet 
been possible to tarry out the scheme on the scale originally intended, and the 
‘effect on commodity prices has not been noticeable. About £500,000 worth of 
Persian currency has, however, been obtained in advantageous conditions for 
Hin Majesty's forces.’ The offer of old has also increased confidence in Persian 
currency, and has probably led to some reduction in issues of fresh currency... Tho 

rico of sovervigns has fallen during the period of sales from 700 rials on the 
2th July to 680 rials at the end of August. One hundred thousand Pahlavis 
(equivalent t gold sovereigns) are being ined for Hritsh acco al, provided 
the rather fickle market remains good at the reduced price, males may be expected 
to increase, 

‘2A. By the Currency Law of the 19th November, 1942, the metallic reserves 
of the National Bank of Persia were revalued on the basis of 5 dollars per fine 
ance of gold and 25]d. per ounce of slvr, thar crating a ubstantial pro in 
als which has been carried to a special reserve. All new issues of currency after 
the promulgation of the law must be backed ax to 60 per cent, gold for sterling 
or dollars convertible into gold and 40 per cent. sterling or dollars guaranteed 
gninst depreciation in term of gli By a decree of the Council of Minitrs 
No. 5022 of the Sist May. 1943, tho note-isaue functions of the Natioual Bank 
fare separated from its banking functions and the bank is divided into an issue 
department and a banking department. After the separation the cominervial or 
banking section now has ite capital fully paid up and its reserves appreciably 
sreagiened 


Cioil Supplies 
25. Since 1941 imports of civil goods into Persia have been drastically 
curtailed owing to the need to economise shipping. Persia tightened her belt 
with a fairly good grace and even endured @ reduction of imports which wa: 
haps more drastic than that applied to other Middle Eastern countries. 
rdinary import and export trade virtually ceased, and it may be that the coup 
de grice has been given by Dr. Millspaugh’s recent regulations declaring many 
articles to be Government ies and restricting merchants’ profits on imports 
to 5 per cent. There is no question, however, but that these measures were 
meat.” None the lea, if there i srospect 
fone the less, if there is now a of more shipping and more 
goods for the Middle East, Pe ine beaming the first to benefit 
Supplies of some essential civil are already believed to be in sight; more 
tea has been offered from Tndin. and the United States may be able to supply 
cotton piece-goods and yarns. ‘The organisation of road afd rail trans 
improving, and this should be less of an obstacle to importation and distribut 
her declaration of war against Germany, Persia will probably look to the 
for a more generous policy in this respect. 
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27, Persian industry is still in difficulties; transport is easier owing to the 
Allocation of some lend-lease trucks to factories and mines, but there 1s much 
discontent among employees because of low salaries. This directly affects supplies 
of civil goods, and the Anglo-American supply committees are consequently giving 
all the help they can towards the maintenance of these industries 


Transport 
25. Road.—The Road Transport Department has been reorganised. An 
American, Mr, Vivian, bas replaced Mr. Birkle as director, and the staff has been 
strengthened by the addition of seyeral Anglo-Saxon assistants, The Millspaugh 
Mission is showing keen interest in the welfare of the department and is 
co-operating with the Road Transport Board in improving the control and 
organisation of road transport. The department now has nearly 1,000 lend-lease 
vehicles and (theoretically) about the same number of contracted yebicles, The 
Control of the latter ix nebulous but will become better as organisation improves 
Lend-lease vehicles ate being steadily distributed for the transport of cerenls; and 
coal aiid charcoal are being moved more of less according to plan, Unsuitable 
tyres and the lack of spare parts and maintenance facilities handicap the efficiency 
of the department's fleet. The control of road transport in the provinces, has 
ach to be desired but should improve when the department has tore stall, 
20, Rail—The allocation for civil supplies. excluding oil, amounts. to 
5,000 tons a month. The allocation for oil for civil requirements is O78 tone a 
Oil stocks in Tebran are now substantial, with the exception of petrol, 
hy became reduced owing to the concentration on supplies to Russia, | This 
Deing corrected. A overnenta Officer was went to Abwi 
se civil loadings and an immediate improvement. resulted. It is now 
proposed to set up a Civ its Control organisation under the diroct 


P 
nuporviaion of the Millspaugh Mission 


Food Situation, 
30, ‘There have been several fundamental changes in the organisation of 
the Ministry of Supply since my last despatch was written, Tt hic, in fact, consed 
to exist as'a Ministry, since im August it wax divided into two sections the 
Cereals and Bread Section under Mr Sheridan, to deal with grain clletion and 
the feeding of towns, and the Price Stabilisation Section under Mr. Robinson of 
the American Financial Mission, to deal with the stabilisation of prices and the 
distribution of Government monopoly goods auch ns tea, sugar and pieve:goods, 
Dr. Millspaugh has personally assumed responsibility for grain collection in 
audition Wo his duties as Adviser-General of the Finances. — Meanwhile 
Mr. Sheridan's contract expires in September and at his request is not being 
renewed. He took the few weeks’ leave due to him and loft Persia on the 
2th August, 1943, Mr. Crawford, an American member of the Middle East 
upply Centre, has succeeded him temporarily, pending the arrival from the 
United States of a permanent incumbent, engaged by Dr. Millspaugh, who is 
expected to reach Tebran during the first half of September 
‘31, The Persian Government propose to employ: three main methods for 
collecting the grain they need—undertakings by landlords to sell an nssessed 
roportion of their crop to Government at the Governmentcontrolled price, 
Forward contracts with reliable contractors, and purchase from tbe peasant Of his 
surplus in return for 90 per cent. of the Government price in eash and 10 per cent 
in sugar or tea. This last method, kniown locally as the barter system, is being 
held in abeyance in most areas, until a considerable proportion of landlords’ 
‘undertakings hare been completed, for fear. that andlonds should be tempted to 
withhold their grain in the hope of disposing of it through their peasants and 
so obtain large quantities of sugar or tea for sale on the black market. Tn 
Khuzistan, however, where, contrary to all expectations, undertakings for 14,000 
tons have heen obtained and delivery of over 10,000 tons already secured, the 
barter system has just been introduced with a view to buying up a proportion 
of the peasants’ surplus. Tf all goes well, the estimated total by both methods is 
between 15,000 and 20,000 tons, or aproximately sufficient for the needs of the 
towns of Khuzistan till next harvest. Last year's collections amounted to about 
400 tons only; as a result the local market in wheat had to be freed, and this was 
followed by an immediate rise in the price of bread to 10 rials or 12 rials per kilo. 
Government-controlled bread of good quality at 4 rials per kilo. has after one 
set-back, which took the form of a riot instigated by interested persons, now been 
‘on sale in Ahwaz for over a month. 




























































































82 The target figure for collection throughout the country was given by 
Mr. Sheridan, perhaps somewhat optimistically, at 300,000 tons. Collections => 
far have been’siow and are reported by the Cereals and Bread Section to be only 
87,000 tons to the end of August. The same source puts undertakings secured 
plus amounts coatracted for at just over 171,000 tons, though undertakings are 
still being obtained in many areas, ‘The unknown factor, which is liable seriously 
to reduce Mr. Sheridan's estimate, is the quantity required by the Soviets for 
their own needs aud their attitude towards collection in and export from the 
Russian zone I hope that this will become clearer in the course of next week 
or two, If it does not, I propose to ask my American colleague to join me in a 
request to the Soviet authorities for a definition of their attitude, since a failure 
to supply Persia with a considerable share of grain from the rich northern 
provinces this year would almost inevitably result in an appeal from the Persian 
Uovernment to the British aud American Governments for imported grain 
feed the country. ‘The position at the moment is complicated by the fact that the 
Persian Government has still some 7,000 tons of grain to deliver on contracts 
conclded withthe Soviet last year. Meanwhile De. Millspaugh has quite cleverly 
‘mancavred the Soviet authorities into a more awkward position than they were 
in last year with respect to grain collection for their own use or for export 
Dr. Millspaugh, having inserted a clause in one of his regulations 0 the efect 
that all foreign authorities desiring to buy grain were required to obtain his 
permission, made a statement to the press in which he said that he was satisfied 
from his own investigations that neither the British nor the American forces 
wero buying grain in Persia for their own consumption or export. The Soviet 
authorities, owing to the war situation, had need of grain but must first ensure 
that Porsian requirements wore satisfied before exporting grain. In any event, 
he would publish any applications from foreign authorities to purchase cereals 
in this country. It is not likely that thin will deter the Soviet authorities from 
seeking to obtain a considerable quantity of grain, but it should at leaat serve 
to clear us to some extent of the unfounded charge of buying grain to the 
detriment of the country's food supply, and at the saine time to bring the Soviet 
‘authorities into the opet in this matter. As you are aware, the Soviet authorities 
‘exported large quantities of grain Inst year unknown to the public, 

tancoualy secured undeserved kudos ly exporting to Persia 25,000 tons of wheat 
the delivery of which has just been coopleted, 

383. On, the legislative side, De. Millapaugh has recently published three 
regulations, Noa. 14, 15 aud 16, which, in brief, are designed to create a Govern 
ment monopoly in cereals to enable the price of rice to be fixed by Government at 

x date, to make the black market in cereals illegal, to prohibit the movement 
of grain into towns except on Goverment account, and to enable «uch members 
Of tho public ax wish to bake their own bread to buy four from Government atocks 
against surrender of bread coupons. Apart from the allocation of too la 
guaatity of four as obtainable against a bread coupon, through ignorance of the 

fact that I pound of flour produces 1-4 pounds of bread, these regulations on the 
Whole are salutary. Unfortunately, however, in this country there is an almoxt 
unbridgenble gulf between the promalgation of a law and its enforcement. 
Towards the end of August it became evident that unless energetic 
measures were taken Tebran would already be faced with the danger of a broad 
shortage at the beginning of October. Dr. Millspaugh’s attention was invited by 
His Majesty's Legation to the fact that present stocks in the silo would. be 
exhausted on the 18th September, and that the remaining quantities from Russia, 
even if delivered promptly, would last only a further ten days. From about the 
Ast October, therefore, the city would have to depend on local collections of grain 
‘which up to that date amounted to only 300 tons in all. Dr, Millspaugh, who fully 
shared our apprehensions, caused energetic steps to be taken to expedite collections 
and transport to the silo, with the result that the daily deliveries rose first to 
50 tous, then to over 100 tons, and on the 6th September over 200 tous were 
delivered in one day. If this is maintained or increased the silo stock since 
consumption is in the neighbourhood of 250 tons a day—will slowly begin to rise 
from the comparatively low level of 4,000 tons of wheat to which it had fallen 
At the same tine Me. Crawford proposes gradually to reintraluce a percena 
of adulterant into the bread ius utilise the imported harley and millet 
already in stock and barley which is now coming in from the current harvest. 
Tho Cereals and Bread Section state that landlords’ undertakings obtained in 
the Tehran are amount to 20,000 tons. If most of these are fulfilled without 
undue difficulty or delay, a breathing space of two or three months should be 
gaitied in which arrangements for the collection and transport to Tehran from 
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surplus areas can be made. ‘There are, however, apart from the reluctance of 
fumes to pare with their grain, ewo moa dilicaltice in ube way of collections 
throughout the country—shortage of funds and the misuse of transport by drivers 
and local officials. The first lias been accentuated by the bifurcation of the 
Ministry of Sapply into a Cereals and Broad Section and Price Sabie 

c 


Section. The revolving fund of 5 million rials estimated by Mr. Sheridan to be 
fullest to buy the grain needed by the Gorerament, way fixed partly on the 
‘Assumption that incomings from the sale of tea, sugar and piece-goods would be 
available, but these will not now automatically accrue to the Cereals and Bread 
Section. "Mr. Crawford is potting to Dr. Milapaugh the ease for a furtier 
allocation of funds to his section, Meanwhile Dr. Millspaugh has some difficulty 
in finding even a few million rials at a time for grain purchase which the Cereals 
and Bread Section distribute piece-meal among areas where the clamour for funds 
3 To reduce the f transport and to expedite collections generally 
1. To reduce the misuse of rt and to expedite collections generally, 
sgasinte are belagy made for Major MaDewell Tran nt Officer, Midal 
East Supply Centre, and Lieuteoant-Colonel Ataullah, LALS., whose services 
have been loaned to the Cereals and Bread Section of the Persian Government, to 
Visit the more important grain-producing areas, if possible by aeroplane. 
‘36. Before he went into hospital with a severe cold a few days ago, 
Dr. Millspaugh proposed to bold a conference of his senior officials, at which also 
His Majesty's Legation and Middle East Supply Centre were to be represented, 
in order to discuss finance, transport and other matters connected with this year's 
food supply for Persia, 1 trust the conference will be held a8 soon as 
Dr. Millspangh leaves hospital, and I will see that he is informed of the proposals 
for dealing with recalcitrant landlords contained in the correspondence resting 
with your telegram No. 736 of the 7th August, and his views obtained. 
37, Te is universally agreed vhat the yield hroughout the country this year 
|, bat owing to reduced sowings in many areas ax compared with tho 
eetercae ago, the harvest should now 1 consider, be rated bette that high 
average. "Even s0, provided proper measures were taken, there should be plenty 
Of grain to aed the towas tll next harvest to leave ufficient for the needs of the 
villages, including ample seed, and to constitute a subatantial reserve with which 
to start next year. The doubiful factor ix, of courea, the ability of the Persian 
Government to collect grain from anwilling landlords and to control speculation, 
Ta promoting this olyect_ oor consular offeers and consular liaison ofleere 
have been of inestimable value, ax Mr, Sheridan himself testified on several 
occasions before he left. They have 
undertakings, arranged for 
notice and generally done all in their power to ensure 
operations, ‘ 


Armed Forces. 


38. There is nothing to record as regards lund forces. The air force is 
suffering from an acute shortage of aircraft and the almost complete lack of any 
means of keeping serviceable the airoraft it has, since the British forces have 
dispossessed it of its best airfields and almost the whole of its hangars and repair 
‘shops. It is doubtful if it now has as many as twenty first-line aircraft fit for 

rational se, 

P6530. A policy has therefore been adopted of drastically reducing ite establih- 
‘ment. This has coincided with the appointment of the energetic and unpopular 
Colonel Mohanina as Chief of the Air Force. : af 4 

40. His Majesty's Government's offer to train twelve Persian officers in 
England involves, in its revised form, a financial barden too heavy for the 
Persian Government to bear, This will be a cause of very great disappointment, 
particularly to the officers concerned, and it is hoped that some alternative offer 
may be foand possible. ‘i 5 

41. The Minister for War has requested that in place of the ten Hurricnnes 
offered by His Majesty's Government in replacement for aircraft taken over nearly 
two years ago, a corresponding number of other aireraft may be made available 
of a type which would more nearly meet the requirements of the Persian Air 
Force, and which it might be able to maintain in a serviceable condition... This 
‘shows a welcome preference for the practical over the showy, and if general 
purposes aircraft can in fact be provided the efficiency and morale of the Persian 
Air Force should greatly benefit. 
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42. It is satisfactory that, in spite of the discouragement which the Persian 
Air Forve bas received ever since the occupation of the country by the Allies, no 
fair force officer was among those whose arrest was recently made for participa- 
tion in pro-German activities. This is in notable contrast to the army as'a whole. 


Press 


43. The steady flow of Allied victories during the last two and a half mouths 
fhas ted most of the papers to the assumption that peace is not far of and that 
Persia should therefore be prepared to defend her rights at the Peace Conference. 
Many papers have argued that she is suffering as much, if not more than, those 
countries which were actually at war, and that hier reward should be commensurate 
with her sufferings. A few papers attributed these sullerings to Allied occupation 
Ot the countey ad alleged that food stufls were being temoed by. the Allies 


but on the whole, responsibility fr the dificult food situation and the untearably 


igh cost of living is placed on the Government, which is repeatedly and bitterly 
attacked for ie ineanpetent handling of these questions. The American advisers, 
in particular Dr, Millspaugh, have come in for much criticism in this connexion, 
and there is a tendency to despair of their elforts to remedy the financial aud 
economic situation of the country. A. similar note of despondency is frequently 
struck with regard to the forthcoming elections, the general opinion being that. 
coven if they were allowed to be carried through freely, the new Deputies will prove 
no better than the members of the present Majlis, 

Attacks on Reza Shah and those who wore described ax “the 
traitorous agents of the dictatorship "have beon frequent, avd the present Shals 
was more, than once warned to behave in accordance with the Constitution 
Several papers overstepped the mark in thetr criticiam of royally aud.were 
suppressed. Others met a similar fate for too outspoken attacks on the Govern. 
ment, (But suppression in most cates was nota serious matter. Eithor the paper 
was released after a brief interval or else it reappeated in a slightly disguised 
form under a different name. .\ dozen or more of the Leftist papers have banded 
themselves into what they called a" Freedom Front,"* the declared object af 
which is to achieve national unity in order to defend democracy and oppos 
despotism. Violent squabbles arose among the different sections of the press 
over various domestic issues and mont scurrilous articles were written by. the 
Participants. The ove question on which there has been complete unanimity of 

ion is the Persian declaration of war on Germany. All the papers weledmed 
is step and considered it to be in the interests of the country 


British Council. 


45 The Couneil’s organisation bhs continued to expand during the period 
under review. Six more persons have joined the Tehran stall. a aummer school 
wae opeoed in July at Tajrish, outside Tehran: and during the visit to Persia 
of Professor [for Evans, of the Council's London staff, plans which are expected 
to mature in October were made for the opening of an Anglo-Persian Institute at 
Infaban. Professor Evans was received in audience by the Shab, he made 
humerous contacts among Persians of all classes and lectured with success under 
the auspices of the Minister of Education. Lectures, film shows and concerts 
Were given at frequent intervals at the Tehran Tnstitute, whose memberships rose 
to 360 students and 450 non-students, while a further 390 students were taught at 
‘Tajrish and in secondary schools.’ Radio lessons in English nre now being 
organised and plans are being actively pursued for the publication of children 

journals in Persian in co-operation with the Public Relations Bure: 
of His Majesty's Legation. 
__ I am sending copies of this despatch to His Majesty's Minister of State at 
3 to Minbrancb, Bagdad; to the Government of India; and to His Majesty's 
Ambassador at Moscow. 
T have, &0. 
RW. BULLARD, 
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( 5564/338/34) No. 44 
a 
The Iranian Minister to Mr. Eden.—(Received 17th September.) 


London, Uth September, 1948 


Your Excellency, amb AS 


HAVE ihe honour to state that 1 am instructed by the 
ment to bring to your Excellency’s notice the following 

In view of certain events and intrignes carried on by German agents amongst 
tome Tranian trites againet the Tranian G ant resulting im regrettable 
incidents and the despatch by aircraft of special agents hy the aforesaid Power 
for the purpose of destroying railways and sev 
well as organising espionage and other acts 
Tranian Government that German agents have been ‘attempting to create by their 
activities disunity and revolt amongst the people, thereby endangering public 
onder, and the Iranian Government, regarding these illegal acts as hostile and 
dangerous to the country, have resolved to consider themselves in a state of war 
with Germany as from the 9th September, 1943, adhering at the same time to the 


declaration by the United Nations of the Yet January, 1643, 


Tranian Minister. 


® 
Mr. Eden to the Iranian Minister. 


Your Excellency, Foreign Office, 22nd September, 1943. 

1 HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Fxccloney’s nate 
of the 1th September, in which you were good enough to communicate the 
decision of the Imperial Iranian Government to declare a state of war betwee 
Iran and Germany and to adhere to the declaration of the United Nations of the 
pote cins a to his Excellency the Iranian Ministor for Foreign Adiuirn 
L have exprested the gratification of His Majesty's Government at thin agwertion 
of Tran’ determination to range horself against the enemy who has attempted 


10 undermine her sovereignty and sow disunity among her people. 
T have, te 
ANTHONY EDEN 


(1 8743/38/24) No. 45. 
Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Bden—{Received 26th September.) 
(No, 1026.) 
relegraphic Tehran, 2th Septomber, W943. 
(TeCESEVID ZIA in.on hia way from Polestino to Persia andl fe expected to 
arrive here about 27th September. He will come as a private individual and will 
probably be received by the Shah before the latter leaves for official visit, to 
Mleshed on rd October. He will almost certainly be elected as Deputy for some 
constituency or other. 
ily to say how much support be will obtain in the country 
tnd what Soviet reactege will Bef lar be ‘erated upon to form a Government 
T think that owing to his long stay in Palestine he is at present regarded by my 
Soviet colleague with some suepicion. Moreover, it may not be in Soviet interests 
that a man like Sayyid Zia, with his reputation for strong action, should be given 
a chance of producing order out of the existing chaos. 































































































B.—Intelligence Summaries. 
[E 3782/10/34) No, 46. 
Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Eden —(Receieed Ast July.) 


ajesty's representative presents his compliments to His Majesty's 
pal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs and has the honour to transmit 
hanwith. a copy of Intelligence Summary No. 24 for the period Sth to 14th June, 
by the military attaché to this legation 


1043, compil 
Tehran, 13th June, 1943. 


Enclosure in No, 46. 
(Seeret,) 


Military Attacké's Intelligence Summary, No, 24, for the period 
Beh fo 14th Sune, 1943. 


Persian Affairs 
Political. a 

1. The Shah and his party returned to ‘Tehran on the 12th June. During 
his aay tn Tafahan he visited trogpe, heypitals, mills. schools and neightouring 
villages His Majenty's Consal at Infahan considers that the visit was & success. 

2 In political circles the main. topics of interest are the next elections 
and the Income Tax Bill. Tt is to be feared that the opponents of the latter 
fare organising their forces more effectively than its supporters. The Bill is to 
to examined by’ three Majlix Commisionia, who will ‘estimate ite effects on 
agriculture, commerce and the Budget 

4, In addition to those mentioned in Summary No, 23/48, paragraph 6, the 
following newspapers have now been allowed to reappear; Nabard | Imrus, 
Mihan Parastan, Acadegan. 


Beonomie 
4. The bread situation is now fairly satisfactory throughout. the country 
‘Tehran there wore on the 6th June over 7.500 tons of grain in reserve ini 
overnment otores, af which, acconting to the Tehran press, 4.234 tons had been 
received! from Rusia againet the promised quantity of 25,000 tons. British 
American deliveries now total 17,500 tons of the 29,000 promised under the 
Reports from the provinces show that the bread supply of the 
* likely to be assured until the harvest. The prospect of a bumper 
waved i inducing boarders to market their grain now, and generally plentiful 
nupplies o bread are available for those who can pay the free prices. 
The next erop should produce a considerable surplus of grain over Persia's 
neauipements, for the yeas, provided boarding and emaggling can bo provented. 
‘The Lncomo Tax Bill has’had the effect of making landlords more reluctant to 
declare their surpluses, feating that they may be taken as a basis for assessment 
‘of income tax. In Khuzestan, where the crop ix already harvested, a Government 
Commission has been fairly successful in obtaining undertakings from the Iand- 
lords. In Fars tho landlords, anxious to avoid the interference of Government 
officiate in the assessinent and collection of their crops, have contracted to deliver 
to Government 36,000 tous of wheat at the Government price, irrespective of their 
surpluses: Similar arrangements may be made in Isfahan. Prices of foodstufls 
shaw a tendency to fall 
5, A Bill has been presented to the Majlis asking for sanction for a credit 
of 160 million rials for the Persian Government munition factories. These 
factories are manttfactuting arms and ammunition for the Russians, and the 
‘oredit is required for the purchase of raw materials, to meet the cost of the 
completion of the Machine Gun Factory to enable it to manufacture machine 
Pistols, and for the running expenses of the factories. In the contract made with 
the Russians the latter made no definite undertaking regarding the method, 
time or rate of payment for arms taken over and they have as yet made no 
payments, 


m1 


6. The Persian press states that the amount of revenue received from 
inditect taxation daring the year March 1042-February 1043 was 362,307,805 
rials and that this was an increase of 104,039,395 rials over the receipts of the 

revious year. The principal sources of revenue from indirect taxation are the 
per cent. tax levied on all commodities brought to markets for sale and the 
tax on oils and petrol. ‘These account for over 250 million rials. 

7. Inaddition to the places mentioned in Summary No.23/ 43, paragraph 19, 
locust swarms have teen reported at Zabul, Birjand, Turbat i Haidari, Quchan, 
Bojuurd, Kashan and in the vicinity of Tehrasl. ‘The Government has issued a 
decree ordering the Ministries of the Interior and for War to instruct all their 
officials in the provinces to undertake a vigorous campaign against locusts 
Wherever found and to call on village headmen, tribal chiefs and peasants to give 
all necessary assistance, 


A ppointments—Civil, 
& Muhsin Qarib, to be Director General in the Ministry of Food. 


Persian Army. 


9. A beginning has been made in Tehran with the organisation of a Central 
Recruit Training Depot and of a Central Depot of Administrative Services as 
proposed by General Ridley, see Summary No. 2/43, paragraph 9, All recruits 
‘on conscription now go to the Central Training Depot, where they will be trained 
for six months before being drafted to theit units’ The organisation of the 
Central Depot for Administration is meeting with much obstruction and it is 
Dot yot in elective operation, Three more American officers have now joined 
General Ridley's stall, which now consists of three field and three junior o 


Appointmente—Military. 
10, Sarhang Shahandeh, to be Commander of the Behbeban Brigade. 


< Internal Security. 

11. The Persian forces occupied Firuzabad on the 11th June, ha 
with little serious opposition since their severe fight on the 2th May. 0 
10th June an attack was made on the column that advanced from Lar to Khunj, 
which, according to the Persian General Staff, was beaten off with loss to the 
tribesmen, Nasir and those of his followers who ave not dispersed have now 
taken refuge in the hills lying between Firuzabad and Farrashband. The Persian 
forces at the latter place have reported that they have found a’ well-prepared 
landing ground, which is now being msed by the Persian Air Fotce. 

1% “The Persian General Staff has announced that the occupation of 
Firwabad, Farrashband, Qir o Qayzin, Khunj and Ahram—the important places 
in the area previously controlled by Nasir Qashgai—complotes the first phns of 
the operations; the sccond phase is to pursue and disarm the rebels, It is probable 
that organised resistance by Nasir Qashgai is now at an end, It is certain 
Shat he clled on the mista support be could get for the defence of the centres 
where be had exercised an unchallenged rule for over eighteon. months, where 
his stores of grain and any munitions he had were collected, and where he had 
prepared landing grounds for the arrival of German aircraft. ‘The loas of these 
places will be not only damaging to his prestige among the tribes, but also a 
great blow to the Gerinans and the pro-German party in Persia, who were still 
working to keep alive the belief that German forves might atill reach Persia 
and reward those who had prepared for their arrival, Nasir is now a fugitive 
but he may still be in a position to send out raiding bands to be a nuisance, 
General Shahbakhti is now offering safe-condnct to those tribal families who 
have remained in winter quarters to persuade them to move to their summer 
quarters. ress 

18. Tthas been reported in previous Sunimaries that the Mamassanni Khane 
had refused all Nasir’s invitations to support him in resistance to the Government. 
Thee Kbans have teen asking that their possesion of certain lands should be 
legally confirmed and they had beet promised that a Commission would bé sent 
to Fars to investigate their claims It is unfortunate that Dr. Millspangh in 


























































































































his capacity of Director-General of Finance should have chosen this moment, 
when the situation in Fars is still delicate, to send them telegrams informing them 
that their claizas could not be considered as they had no legal basis 


Western Azerbaijan, 


14. His Majesty's Vice-Consul in Azerbaijan recently visited Rezaich. He 
reports that the Kurdish situation is quiet and attributes this to the warning given 
to the Kurds by the Soviet Consul at Rezaich that disorder might compel the 
intervention of Soviet troops. 


Tehran, 14th June, 1948. 





( an2i/110/94) 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Eden—(Received 7th July.) 
(No. 262.) = 

HIS Majesty's representative presents his compliments to His Majesty's 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs and has the honour to transmit 
herewith a copy of Intelligence Summary No, 25 for the period the 15th to the 
2at June, 1943, compiled by the military attaché to this legation, 


Tehran, 2nd June, 1943. 


Enclosure in No, 47 
(Beoret.) 


Mititary A ttachs's Intelligence Summary No. 25 Jor the period VGth to 21st June, 
1943. 


Persian Affairs 
Political. 
1 


Mininerp 
with doul 
Mii 


2. In spite of this the Cabinet is shaky and weakened by internal strife. 
‘The many candidates for the premiershij sry busy endeavouring to secure 
support. An active campaign against Seyyid Zia-ed-Din has been launched. in 
some newspapers, one going 0 far as to claim that it knew that the Soviet Ambas- 
sador was opposed to the return of Seyyid Zia, because of his known hostility to 
Soviet interests, and stating that, since the whole of Northern Tran was in Soviet 
hands, the northern neighbours could cause thousands of difficulties if they were 
displeased. 

3. The Minister of Justice, Ali Asghar Hikmat, has resigned from the 
Cabinet as he disay with the Press Bill referred to in paragraph 1 above. 
Rahnema, the Parliamentary Under-Secretary to the Prime Minister, bas also 
resigned, to the general relief. He was an evil and mischief-making mao 

“4 ‘Another resignation waa that of Mishazadeh, the Director of the Depart- 
ment of Press and Propaganda. This was followed by an announcement that the 
department would be dissolved and reorganised on a different basis. 
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5. ‘The Majlis is successfully employing delaying tactics in dealing with the 
Income Tax Bill and other measures propesed ty Dr. Millspaugh, notably the 
Bills for the engagement of additional American advisers. 


Economic. 


6. Dr. Millspaugh, in his third monthly report, states that the greater part 
f the difficulties with which the Government are faced are doe to the war and to 
the utilisation by the Allies of Persian territory, of Government establishments 
and of means of transport. ‘The Allies had given much help to Persia, but more 
was needed if a financial and economic collapse was to be avoided, The Allies 
could help— 


{i By reducing ther ral expenditure 

(ii) By increasing imports. 

(iii) By collahorating closely with the Persian Government in provention of 
the export of essential goods. 

(iv) By paying customs dues on all the goods they import that are not 
explicitly exempted. 

(v) By refrai 


(viii) By agreeing. that payment by the Persian Government for goods pur- 
‘chased in Allied countries should be postponed until aftor the war. 


are directed against the Russians, who recently axked 
mnt should repair, at. cost of 30 million rials, Persian 
Soret troupe in Azerbaijan, Point (vit) refers to the con 

the Persian Government for the manufacture of arms. 

7. Tho Soviet indebtedness to Porsin is estimated by the Director-General of 
Finance to amount (0 approximately 180 million tomans, of which 46 millions are 
due to the Ministry of Food, 80 millions to the Railway Administration and 
‘50 millions to the Customs It would be interesting to know how the Soviet, spend 
the 83 million rinls which they obtain monthly hy their Financial Agreoment 
With the Persian Government 

8. Tho press announces the arrival in Tehran by air from the United States 
of gold purchased by the Persian Government with their dollar crwdite which ix 
to be mld with a view to bringing rials tack to the Trewsury. ‘The amount is sd 
tobe the equivalent of 300,08 dollars at the New York rien of gold Some of the 
silver purchased hy the Persian Government in India (sce Summary No. 42/42, 
paragraph 8) ix also being put on the market. 

9. The Ministry of Roads and Communications have been granted credits to 
complete the Zinjan-Mianeb section of tho railway line, and refused eredita for 
the completion of the line Shahrud-Sabzevar-Nishapur. 

10. Extracts from the Director-General of Finntice’s Regulation No, 8 for 
the control of the sale and tse of motor vehicles and accessories are attached as an 
appendix. 


Persian Forces, 


11. ‘The Minister for War states that Goveral Ridley had written to him to 
the effect that, in view of the lack of co-operation of the Persian military autho- 
Fities he would be obliged to inform his Government that it was useless for him 
‘and his mission to remain longer in Persia. General Ridley’s principal complaint 
was that the General Staff would not let him have suitable officers to staff his 
raining and administrative depots (ace Summary, No. 24/48, paragraph 0) 
General Ridley has said that he bas now been promised the officers he wants; that 
he is satisfied with the support he receives from the Minister for War, but mects 
with much obstruction from the General Staff, There is no doubt that the Chief 
of the General Staff, although he has grudgingly accepted a limited rile for the 
American advisers, does little to help them even within these limits. "This question 
hhas further widened the breach between the Ministry for War and the General 
Stal. Discord became so serious that the Chief of the General Staff asked the 
Shah to accept his resignation as he could not work with the Minister for War, 
‘The Shah instructed him to take two months’ leave. 
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Internal Securit 
Fars, ig 

12. The statement in Summary No. 24/43, paragraph 13, to the effect that 
Dr, Millspaugh had informed the Mamassanni Kbans that their claims to land 
could not be considered is incorrect. Dr. Millspaugh had given no such decision. 

13. The situation in Fars, so far as it is known, remains much as it was 
described in last week's Summary. General Shabbakhti has made no movement of 

ortance, but he has stated that he intends to continue with the disarmament 
cof the Qushicai tribes, It is likely that he will come to some arrangement with 
the tribes regarding the surrender of a certain proportion of their arms. Nasir 
Qushgai is still in hiding, and is reported to have his brother with him, No 
seriotis interference with the Bushire-Shiraz road has been reported. 


Khorassan, 
reuald,, Tsing i reported betwen rival sections of the Zafaranly Kurds of 
chan. 


Turkish Affairs. 


15. ‘The Minister for War reports that he has information that a secret 
society has been formed in Azerbaijan to encourage a movement for secession to 
‘Turkey, the argument being that, since Persia is unable to save Azerbaijan from 
bolshevism, Turkish protection must be sought. Apart from the fact that the 
Forsian Government maintains an expensive intelligence organisation which has 
to justify its existence, the Minister for War is not above inventing bogies, 

16. ‘The Turkish Government haa offered 500,00) doses of xmall-pox vaccine 
to Persia, 


American Affairs 


17. An American, Mr, Harold Allen, an expert in agriculture and rural 
development, has arrived for sotvice with the Persian Government. 


Russian Affairs 


18, The Soviet Conmilate in Ahwaz has opened a shop in the town for the 
display and sale of their propaganda material, 


Tehran, 214t Sune, 1943 


Appendix. 


Btracts from Director-General of Finance's Regulation No. 8, dated 20th June, 
1943, 


AwricLe 1 


UNTIL such time as the regulations relating to the fixing of prices and 
rationing are issued and Government retail shops are opened, no merchant or other 
pervon, who lias in his possession, for sale or in excess of his personal require- 
iments, ear or lorry spare parts, tools or tyres (whether inner tabes or outer covers), 
may sell them except in the two following ways — 


(@) To actual users or consumers; that is to say, to persons who will at once 
bring the artiele in question into use on his car or lorry. 

(0) To the Price Stabilisation Section of the Ministry of Finance. After the 
5th July, 143, no equipment of this sort nor petrol will be sold to cars 
to which a licence to rin has not been affixed. 


Anricue 2. 


By the Sth July, 1943, every merchant, whether wholesale or ret 
person, who has in his possession, for sale or in excess of his personal. require- 
ments, car ot lorry spare parts, tools or tyres (whether inner tubes or outer covers), 
must draw up and submit to the Price Stabilisation Section of the Ministry of 
Finance a declaration showing the total of these sorts of goods, except for nuts 
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and screws, the total quantity in stock or the total quantity in exoess of personal 
requirements, the type and make of each article and the present sale price. Tn the 
‘case of tyres the nate of the maker, the size and the serial number of the tyre must 
also be given. 

Anricte 3 

Permits to use motor vehicles will be issued by the Price Stabilisation Section 

After the owner has made an application and the vehicle and its equipm 
been examined. 

Awricur 4 


By the 28th June, 1943, all motor vehicle owners must- 

(a) Place their vehicles at the disposal of the Price Stabilisation Section for 
examination, and 

(6) Fill up applications for permits in respect of their cars and submit them 
at the Ume of examination of their cars. 


Anricur 7. 


After 5 ras, on the Sth July, 1943, any car which ix seen without a car Vicence 
fixed on the windscreen where it can be clearly seen will be confiscated by the Price 
Stabilisation Section. 

Avrice & 
Hencoforth no car may be transferred to a new owner, either by sale or by any 
other means, without the permission of the Price Stabilisation Section. In the 
yeernent of this article the Price Stabilisation Section will confiscata 
the offender's car, 
Asie 10. 


Awricun 11. 


the following cases a licence for running a car will be granted without 
examination or an official application > 
(a) The Royal Family in respect of cars belonging to it 
(b) Ministers, Under-Secretaries and Depaties in respect of one car only each 
(8 Amtassadors Ministers and other representatives of foreign. Govern: 
‘ments residing in Iran, and likewite officials of logations and con- 
sulates in respect of cars belonging to them. 


Anmicur 12. 

Henceforth no car will be allowed to Teave Tran, other than those mentioned 
in articles 9 and 10, unless it bas the permit mentioned in article 2 or the driver 
has a special permit issued by the Price Stabilisation Section, 

Anmictr 13. 
‘The export of cars, spare parts, tools and tyres from Tran jx forbidden, 


Awricut 4, 


‘The examination of cars and issue of licences. in Tehran and the provinces 
will be carried ont in accordance with the instractions issued for the purpose by 
‘the Director-General of the Price Stabilisation Section. 


Anrictr 15. 


‘This regulation will come into force on the 22nd June, 1943. 
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(E 3988 /110/38) No. 48. 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Eden—(Receiced 10th July ) 
(No, 274) 

HIS Majesty's representative presente his compliments to His Majesty's 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs and has the honour to transmit 
herewith a copy of Intelligence Summary No. 28, for the period the 22nd to the 
25th June, 1943, compiled by the military attaché to this legation, 


Tehran, 29th June, 1943, 


Enclosure in No. 43, 
(Beorvt.) 
Military Attaché’s Intelligence Summary No. 28, for the period the 
Buu to the Bath Sine, VAS - 
Persian A fairs 
Political 

A ROYAL Decrve has been issued ordering preparations for new elections 
to begin on the 23rd June, In ‘Tehran and to a loser degree in the provitices 
canvassing has already begun, The Tndeh party, still generally the most active 
party, has agreed with two other Left parties, the Hamrahan and the Millat, 
that they will not oppore each other's candidates. A Democratic party, the 
Adalat, Which has been in exintence for some time in name, has recently. been 
‘adding’ appreciably to it numbers ‘The Shah i reported’ on fairly reliable 

yy to be cfeating an to enmure the return for ‘Tehran of 

dates of his choice, and it ix alleged that the Chief of the General Stall 

fx spending the Teave given to him. is military duties (so Summary 
No. 25/43, paragraph 11) in furthering the Shah's election plana 

2. Tho Majlis has ratified the Anglo-Persian Financial Agreement. (ie 
Summary No. 12/43, paragraph 2), which it has had under conxideration since 
March of thie year. ‘Little progress has yet been made with other Bills that have 

ly teen before Parliament for some time, the more important of which are 
tho Income Tax BIN, the Bills for Compulsory Education, Insurance of Workers, 
the Issue of Treasury Bonds, and for the engagement of additional Amer 
advisors, 

3. The priesthood is again beginning to acquire importance after a long 
peril of selipae. Some of them are being courted by the Shah sad politiciane 
Acrangements are being made to give an impressive reception to Haji Ava 
Hussein Mujtahid Qumi, « prominent Shia divine of Kerbela, who is sbortly 
revisiting Persia. While the priesthood has little influence with the ro-called 
exlucated classes, it is still regarded with some respect by the lower classes, and 
the advances now being made to certain influential mullahs probably have thelr 
origin in the hope that their influence may be used against the spread of 
Coramuniatio idea > 

A new paper has appeared—the Guity—which purports to be the organ 
atthe Iranian Workers" Unton,a union which fa repremtatstires the provinces 
bbut about which little is known. tis unlikely that the paper will survive without 


Soviet suppor. 

5. The Government finds itself critically short of cash. It has with difficulty 
‘mot its obligations for the past (Persian) month, which ended on the 22nd June 
but sees no. prospect of mecting its obligations for the current month. without 
foreign help, 500 million rials are required immediately to finance purchases of 
Wheat undor the scheme devised hy the Adviser to the Ministry of Food. The 
Majlin has been asked to sanction the borrowing of this amount frum the National 
Bank, but the bank has in fact not more than 70 million rials to lend. Tf 
complete breakdown of the Administration is to be avoided it seme that a loan 
will have to be provided from British and/or American sorces 


Economie. 
6, In the preamble to the Bill asking the Majlis to sanction a loan of 
4500 million rials by the National Bank to the Ministry of Food. the Government 


explains that of the 750 million rials previously borrowed 579,180,000 rials 
represented the loss to Government in selling bread at a price lower than ite ot 


ur 


7. In March last the Majlis sanctioned the exchange of gold coins, held 
by the Treasury as backing for the note issue, against gold ingots to be imported 
by the British authorities. These ingots have now arrived and have been 
exchanged for gold coins which are now being sold to the public on British account 
ty the National and Imperial Banks. The rials s0 obtained will be available for 
British expenditure in Persia without increasing the note issue, The price of 
gold has dropped. i 

8. By his Regulation No. 9 the Director-General of Finance 
(Dr. Millspaugh) has decreed that raw cotton shall be a Government monopoly 
and that the price, sale, distribution and export shall be controlled by the 
Price Stabilisation Section of the Ministry of Finance. 

9. By his Regulation No. 10 the Director-General of Financ han decreed 
that the Price Stabilisation Section shall prepare every six months, or at such 
Other time as it may consider necessary, a list. of Persia's requirements of 
imported goods, classified in the follwing categories — 

(i) Civilian (non-military) requirements, 
(ii) Requirements of Government administrations 
(iii) Industrial requirements 


10. ‘There aro now over 10,000 tons of grain in reserve in Tehran. Russian 
deliveries against their promised 25,000 tons now amount to over 9,000 tons. The 
press announces that up to the 20th June undertakings or contracts to deliver 
Wheat had teen obtained from landlords as follows :— 5 

In Isfahan province 59,000 
In Fars province ele 89,000 
Tn Khuzestan province = 16,000 


These figures are considerably in excess of last year's undertakings. 


Appointmente—Cieil 
11(i) Mubsin, Rais (£.0. 172; M.A. 289), wo be Persian Minister in 
Bagdad, He had previously heen appointed to be Consul-General 
in Delhi but had not Jeft Tehran, 
(ii) Dr, Ghulam Ali Radi Azarkashi, to be Director-General of tho 
Ministry of Education. 
(iii) Hishmat Sanii, to be Governor of Ahwaz and Deputy Governor. 
‘General of Khuzestan, 


(iv) RazitaSayyah, tobe Ditector-General af the newly-created Depart 


‘ment of Distribution in the Ministry of Finance. 
(0) Muhammad Hejazi, to be Director of the Department of Press and 
Propaganda. 
Persian Forces 
Police 
12. The pay of the Police has been increased. A Srd-grade constable now 
araws 600 rials per month. Even at this rate recruits will be diflioult to obtain, 


Internat Security 
Kurdiston. 
13, The Persian General Staff has reports from the commander of the 
troops in Senneh of the return to Persia from Iraq of Mabinud Dizli, 
chief had been a continual source of trouble for some twelve years or 50 
‘util, driven out of Persia in 1981 by Persian forces, he surrendered io the Iraqi 
anithorities and bas since been detained in Iraq. ‘The reports say that on arrival 
in his village of Dizli be summoned the chiefs of Merivan and Avroman and 
others, and later sent a letter, signed by himself and other chiefs, to the Persian 
‘commander calling upon him to withdraw all Persinn forces from Kurdistan and 
threatening to raise the Kurdish tribes to drive them ont if the demand were not 
Promptly complied with. It is doubtful whether this threat is more than bluff 
and whether Mahmud Dizli will get much support as the Kurds of this area have 
been left in relative peace by the Persian authorities for some time past. 


Fars. 

14. No further operations have taken place. General Shahbakhti is moving 

some of his troops—reported to be nearly 2,000—from the Firuzabad area towards 
[27005] 13 
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Abadeh and the Qashgai summer quarters, where the greater part a 
now is, with the declared intention of collecting het Cre Tho wherosbola 
sf Nasi Gashgo: is wot known, nor is there any infgrmation to show that General 
habbakhti is taking any steps to hunt bim down. ‘There has been c 
Srrinp the ead with Bhtsk ot Haman tealocada teed, ie 


Bakhtiari, 


4.15 Morteza. Quli Khan (see Summary No. 22/43, raph le 
Tebran to take up his appointment as Governor of Paton Leder: 


British Affairs. 


16. Valuable assistance has been given by both Paiforce and the Government 
of India in the campaign against loousts that has been in progress for the past 
fighteen months. In addition to providing transpire for the party of experts 
from India who operated successfully in Khuzestan in the spring of 1942, Paiforce 
povided a regiment of mechanised cavalry for control mutes ia. Khuzestan 
During this year operations have been confined mainly to Persian Baluchistan 
and Kast Persia, Very valuable work was done by a company of mobile Indian 
ta ae ain pas name ater ee = ee ‘of India bas now agreed 
0 sen ond company for work: in. the Wirjand F. aire ve 

ao tanta th otra and destrtion of loa. ei ealage stn 

le Anglo-Iranian Institute of the British Council has been for 
Tt has teen tnforsaiy open for oaie wen ne alrondy proved imi? 
surcean, and, appears Likely to make valuable contribution to the 
fersian. relations, mi to learn English 

Roast tatgapedye teal neem 


Russian Affairs. 

18. Ttin roliably roported that the Russians have now pl i 
Mahabad (Sanj Bolaghysnd Hokan, oh the road heeween Mavshod Soo Seni 
Hoth these places are well south of the bine that defines the southern limite of the 
Russian zone, but the Tripartite Treaty does not limit Raxaian troops to that zone. 
TThe Russians should, however, inform His Majesty's Legation of taovernents of 
troops outside the zone originally laid down, and their explanation is aw 


Polish Affaire. 
19, The number of civilian Pol " 
ra atte, linn Polish refugees still in Persia on the 
aa Chitdeen 
in Tehran 2872 
In Isfahan : 
Tn Awan oe 


4.256 


Tehran, 2th June, 1043. 





(B 4098 /110/34) No. 49. 


Sir R, Bullard to Mr. Eden—(Received 13th July.) 


(No TTS Ma 
S Majesty's representative presents his 0 His Majesty's 
Esispal Ser rat Sate ford ead ae Adit stauntbe foaber ir teoeeee, 
‘ith a copy of Intelligence Summary No, 27 for the period of a 
DU bth Jake 10k ced bp the ailiery atiache thik keene 


Tehran, 6th July, 1943. 
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Enclosure in No. 49. 
(Secret) 


Military Attacké's Intelligence Summary No. 27 for the Period the 30th June to 
the 5th July, 1943. 


Persian Affaurs. 


Political. 

1. The coming elections are the main topic of interest in the, press, In 
North Persia and in Isfahan political parties and candidates are active, but the 
tana of the people seams to be generally ‘apathetic and resigned to the belief 
that the next Majlis will be of no greater benefit to them than the present, Blocks 
of votes are reported to be already on sale. Agitation is being carried on for the 
‘Abolition of military governorships and the ban on political meetings, and political 

ties, expecting that their opponents may attempt to break up their mootings 
ny force, are organising their own defensive hands. The Primo Minister his 
instructed all Ministries to warn their employees that Government off 
‘abstain from interference in the elections and from any attempt to influctioe Uheir 
‘course. Oilicials of the Mi ‘Of the Interior, whose responsibility it has been 
fn the past to ensure that the Shah's nominees were duly elected. are expecially 
warned that if they offend in these respects, they will be discharged and punished 

2. The Prime Minister has not yet filled the vacant posts of Minister of the 
Interior anal Minster of Justice. It is believed that he intends to retain the 
former portfolio himself. 


Economic. 

3 The Majlis has passed a law authorising the engagement of six more 
American advisers for Dr. Millspaugh. 

4. The Majlis has sanctioned a credit of 600 million rials to the M. 
of Food for the purchase of the barvest, See also Summary No, 
paragraph 5. s 

SMe. ‘Sheridan, the American adviser to the Ministry of Foo 
informed the Prime Minister that he does not wirh to renew is contrac 
expires in September. He further recommends the abolition of the Mi 
Pend, which he considers to be no longer necessary owing to the plentifa 
fund the plans be has made to collect it, and the transfer of ite functions to the 
Ministry of Finance, 


Pirciie Forbes, 


Army, 
6. The Majlis bas passed a law authorising the Ministry for War to make 
warchasee in Amorica of equipment for the army up to the value of 14 million 
Kallare subject to the condition that payment is not made until after the 
Stat March, 1045, ‘This is in substitution of the Bill mentioned in Summary 
No. 12/43, parageph 7, which was wrongly reported therein as having been 


approved by the Majlis 


Internal Security, 


Fars. 

7, A serious encounter has taken place betwee & mixed force of Qashgai, 
Boir Ahmadi and Bakhtiari and the Persian garrison at Semirum, 20 niles 
Bithwest of Yazd-i-Khast, ale known as Semiram. ‘The Persian troops, who 
Humbered about 800, are reported to have been routed and to have Jost all 
their arms. i 

‘Otherwise there are no material changes, ‘The Gash bes are reportew 
to bo takeing heavy toll of grain and sheep from the villages in the neighbourh 
Ur thelr susamer quarters and to have robbed a number of sheep from the Baseri 
titwaf che Khamsch confederation, the only tribe of tsat confederation that had 
given any support to Nasir, - i 

Nace ie reported to be south of Firuzabad with a band of 200-300, and 
Shabhakhti has reported to the Ministry for War that he bopes to bring him to 
Caan a ttumn bag teen sent in his direction. An unconfirmed report says that 
Nixie and his brothor Khosrow have separated and that Nasir is trying to get to 
Boir Ahmadi country. Nasir, or more probably some of his in Teliran, 


Poe red lealets calling on true patriots to stop the killing of innocent 
[27005] 























































































































Persians that was resulting from the obedience of traitors to icy 

foreigners. ‘The Turkish Ambassador, who has for some tines eaowaboareooia 
w Gasheai question, considers that the trike, being of Turki origin, 

be allowed to migrate to Turkey. It ia doubtful whether such w suggestion wil 

commend itself to many Qashgais 


Khorasan. 


& The fighting between rival sections of the Zafaranlu Kurds of Khorasan, 
reported in Summary 3, paragraph 14, developed into serious disorder 
near Shirwan, The local Persian gendarmerie was too weak to restore order and 
the Russians were reluctant to allow the despatch of reinforcements, but finally 
agreed to the despatch of a small column of troops. At the time of Soulat es 
Sultaneh’s rebellion in Khorasan in the spring (se Summaries Nos 6/42, 
Birasraph 13, and 8/42 paragraph 7) the section of these Kurds under 

'arajullah Beg roe in sympathy, and the present disturhance is said to be due 
to no panishment having been imposed on them whon the rebellion collapsed. 


Russian Affaire, 


9, ‘The Government of India Baluchistan Intelligence Burean reports that 
4 reconnaissance party of five Russian officers arrived in Zahidan on the 
7th June from Kabul via Seistan and went on to Khwaxh, ‘The object of this 
party was said to be to collect information about troop dispositions, communica 
Mons, ending grounds and supplies 
0. The Soviet Embasay haa not yet replied to the request for information 
regarding the move southward of Russian troops reported in Summary No. 20/43, 
paragraph 18, According it has reached the Persian Ministry 
for War the strength of the troops at Mahabad is one regiment of cavalry with 
pidetuchment at Bokan._ Patrols are said to havo been set out towards tho Traq 
frontier to warn Kurdish tribes that any transport of supplies to 
provented by the Russians aie mS ed 


Gewek A fairs 


11. Prince and Princess Peter of Groece, who have b stay Per 
for some weeks, left Tehran for Palestine on the 31st Fen gpa ned 


Tehran, 5th July, 1943, 





(E 4250/110/38) No. 50, 


Sir R. Bullarid to Mr. Ben—(Received nit July 
Wo. a) + ( Bnd July) 

IS Majosty's ropresentative presenta his compliments to His Majesty's 
Principal Sectetary of State for Foreign Affairs, und has the honour to transit 
horewith a copy of Intelligence Summary No, 38 for the period the 6th to the 
12th July, 1943, compiled by the military attaché to this legation, 


Tehran, V3th July, 1048 


clowure in No. 50, 
(Secret) 


Mititary Attaché’s Lntelligence Summary No. 2 for the Period the 6th to 
Hs the 12th July, WHS. a o 


Persian Affairs. 
Politi. 
1. The Prime Minister has improved his position eisd-rie the Deputic 

whom he has for the time beiug’a majority of supporters but still many 
enemies. The differences of opinion regarding the choice of a Minister of the 
ee ee been Ay by ap] oad ‘of the present Minister without 
Por io, Samii, to the Interior, and of Khalil Fahimi, lately Ge Lie 
of Azerbaijan, as Minister withoat Portfolio. paki gone 
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2 The disaster to the Persian troops at Semirum—see paragraph 8 below— 
hhas shocked public opinion and, since the tribes acted with great brutality, less 
islikely to be heard in the future about the iniquity of fratricidal warfare a 
the tribes. If at the same time it brings home to the Shah and the Gener 
‘a realisation of the state of demoralisation and inefficiency into which the army 
hhas fallen some good may come of it. 


Economic 
3. By his Regulation No. 12, the Director-General of Finance has 
transferred all Government cars and drivers to the charge of the Supplies Depart- 
‘ment of the Ministry of Finance, which will allot transport to Government officials 
as required. giving first priority to those officials concerned with the collection of 
fereals and of revenne. If inefficient Goveroment cars are available the 
Supplies Department may requisition or purchase private cars. 
fogs nsion dee mcknpaiptnas belonging to the army, the gendarmerie or the 
ice. 


‘4. The report in Summary No, 27/48, paragraph 4, that the Majlis had 
sanctioned the grant of a credit of 500 million rials to the Ministry of Food was 
premature, The credit was not actually approved until the 11th 


Appointments—Ciril 
5.—(i) Hussein Samii, Minister without Portfolio, to be Minister of the 
Interior. 
(ii) Khalil Fabia {F.0.65, MLA. 8, to be Minister without Portfotia, 
(iii) Morteza Sarmad, to be Director-General of the Ministry of Food. 


Persian Army, 


6, In the current year's budget allowance has been made for the grant of 
fone free ration, on the same scale as to the soldiers, to each Persian office. 
Married officers will be allowed to purchase threo rations at a special rate of 
140 rials cach, Persian officers were not previously entitled to rations, even during 
operations, though doubtless they took therm. 


Internal Security. 
Kerman Province. 


Fare 

8. ‘The fighting at Semirum mentioned in Inst, week's Summary resulted in 
the complete overwhelming after three days’ fighting of the Persian garrison, 
Whose strength is now known to have been abont 900. All their arms and sto 
which included rifles, machine guns, mortars and two mountain guns fell 
the hands of the tribesmen in addition to a convoy of about eight lorries carry 
money, personnel and stores, escorted by an armoured car, which was ambushes 
on its way to Semirum when the garrison was already surrounded, ‘There is little 
Alou that treachery played some part in the disaster to the garrison, 

9. The attacking tribesmen were principally from the Boir Ahmadi tribe, 
led ty Alsdullah Z: PU, one of the tribal chiefs who fed from Tebiran in 
March 1942 (see Summaries Nos, 11/42, paragraph 9, and 12/42, paragraph 16) 
‘and has since teen to all intents and purposes an outlaw. ‘They were assisted 
bby some of the Darashuri clan of the Qashgai, but as far as ix known to the present 
time no other Qushgai clans are involved. Earlier reports that Bakhtiari tribes- 
men took part have not been confirmed by later information. ‘The strength of 
the attacking force is estimated by reliable informants as from 1,500 to 4,000, 
They were accompanied by an officer deserter from the Persian army i 
Alavi, who is strongly suspected of being a German agent. There is also suspic’ 
that there were Germans with the tribes. The principal motive of the Boir 
Ahmadi was, however, probably to seize the opportunity of acquiring rifles and 
‘ammunition. “ 

10. There was considerable anxiety in the townships of Shah Reza 
(Qumisheh) and Abadeh, which lay open to attack by the tribes, and even in 
Tafahan itself, where the garrison was reported to be so demoralised as to be 
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unlikely to be capable of defending the town. No further aggressive actio 
feta ce me et corer bp 
loot would be a normal sequence to a successful action, but if the Boir Ahmadi 
are under the influence of Germans futare action cannot be predicted. 

11. Tt must bo expected that this disaster will have a serious effect on the 
ee situation in south and south-west Persia. ‘The Persian Government 
ave not got sufficient troops Lo undertake the difficult operation necessary agai 
the Boir Ahmadi, who debed even Reza Shab. They will probaly hare te have 
recourse to the temporary raising of levies from tribes hostile to the Boir Ahmad 
an old and proved unsatisfactory expedient which usually results in the 
impoverishment of the countryside. These and other measures are now under 
consideration. They will inevitably take time. But it is eseential that the 
Persian Government should make plain its intention to do something and make 
a beginning with ite measures, otherwise the trouble may spread, possibly 
affecting the oilfields and. iny ines of communication and. ce 
handicapping the saleton of te harvest" “nition ad eeialy 

efore the occurrence of Semirum, Shahbakbti's forces had 

success ngainst the small forces remaining with Nasir Qasheai 
and the Tatter haw asked that an officer shoakd be sent hia tg Gna es 


Russian Affairs 


18, The Russian troops who were reportal in Summary No 26/: 
paragraph 18, to have arrived at Mahabad aud Bolan, have now left those ploses 
nd fave retorned to Maraghoh inthe Rustian zone, 2% left thew places 


Tehran, 12th July, 1043, 





(B 4857/10/34) No. 51 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Bden.—(Received Sth August.) 


baa ins. Mi 
|; IS Majesty's roprowntative presents his compliments to His Majesty's 
| dies ee ee ate for Foreign Apa at has the Teese 
herewith a copy of Intelligence Summary No. 30 for the period cf ° 
19th July, 1943, compiled fy the military attaché to thie entice ee 


Tehran, Qvt July, 1943, 


; Enclosure in 
(Secret) 
Military Attachi’s Intelligence Summary No. 20 for the 
1h fo Och July, Yous o” Ae Berit 
Persian Affairs. 
Potitiea. 


1. Whatever the activities of the Cabinet may be government of the 
country is Hot one of them. Disorder in. all administrations and. inaecurity 
throughout to the country appear to be of little or no concern to the Prime 
Ministor, It is said in some quarters that it is the policy of the Russians to 
Dpoduce disintegration and that for this purpose they find Sobeily an adwirable 
Prime Minister. If that is their policy they have good cause for satisfaction. 
‘There is considerable anxiety about, the situation, fat no co-operation to find 
a remedy. Those who see the remedy in close co-operation with Great Britain 
fear to come forward fest, after the war, Great Britain should again lose interest 
in Persia and they should be left to suffer from the venomous spite of so-called 
Natioualists or Communists, ‘The weakness of the Government, the growing 
strength of the tribes, tle demoralisation and inefficiency of the forces, and the 
Bankruptcy of the finances are all producing © situation where a complete 
breakdown of the Government and of administration is possible. Chaos’ has 
gone s0 far that it is unlikely that it can be checked except hy a firm band, 
untroubled by constitutional or democratic principles. In these conditions, the 
coming elections are more likely to produce disorder than a better Parliament 

2 ‘The press publishes a statement by the Minister of the Court denying 
the rumours that the Court is endeavouring to influence the elections. ‘The 
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denial is not likely to carry conviction, as it is generally believed, with some 
justification, that the agents of the Court are being active in those devious ways 
in which Persian elections can be influenced, ‘There are likely to be lively 
scenes before the clections. For the Tehran seats alone there are said to be 
3,000 candidates. 

3. The Government has decided to abolish the Ministry of Food. ‘The 
functions of that Ministry will be transferred to the Department of the Director- 
General of Finance, Dr. Millspaugh. The Minister for Food, Tadayyun, is to 
Temain in the Cabinet as Minister without Portfolio. 


Persian Forces. 

4 The Shah has decided to appoint Sartip Razmara, an energetic 
relatively capable but rather intriguing officer, to be Chief of the General Staff 
in place of Sipahbod Yazdan Panah, He has also said that the Chief of the 
General Staff will in future be responsible to the Minister for War. In practice, 
however. it is improbable that there will be much di Tho Shab will 
continue to issue orders to the Chief of the General s 
Minister for War when it suits him: and Sipabbod Yazdan Pana 


ion consisting of Sartip Baharmast, an officer with a reputi. 

tion for honesty and plain speaking, and some officers of the General Staff hax 

been sent to Tefahan to enquire into the circumstances of the divaxter at Semirum 

‘8 Sartip Muhammad Nakchevan ,0.C. of the Isfahan Division, 

has been recalled and is to be court-martialled for noglect af duty. “He is being 
replaced temporarily by Sarhang Mabin, 


Appointmente—Military 
7. Sartip Setvati, to be assistant chiof of the gendarmerie, 


Internat Security. 
Fars. 

& ‘There is little change in the situation, In the absence of Gonerwl 
Shabbakhti, who has come to Tehran to report, there appears to be a truce 
Intween the forces of the Government and thowe of Nasir Qashgai, Armed 
tribesmen are reported to be joining Nasir from tho tribes in their suminer 

juarters, and detached Persian forces in Karzin and Farrashband may be in 
Tanger of being surrounded. It is possible that General Shahbakhtt may not 
return. ‘The Government now hopes that Qavam ul Mulk will, if appointed 
Governor-General of Fars, extricate them from the difficulties into which their 
‘own and Shahbakbti's folly has landed them, Qavain ul Mulk was, tweaty 

tars ago, a strong influence in Fars as were his ancestors some generations 
Tetore tim. He is with justification, demanding certain conditions and exten 
sive powers to deal with local questions, and in the chaos of weakness and 
intrigue that characterises the policy of the Government it is doubtful whether 
his requirements will have been approved before the situation has deteriorated 
egond n point whore it is restorable by his influence, y 
9). Th the northera part of the province the tribesmnen's success at 
Semirum has not been followed by more aggression than the usual looting of 
villages, The Boir Ahmadi are reported to have returned to their own country, 
but bands of tribesmen have been seen in the vicinity of the road between Shah 
Reza and Abadeh. ‘Traffic an the road has not yet been interfered with, Con- 
vyoys of trucks for Russia will be escorted by Indian, troops until the accumuls 
tion at Bushire is cleared. 

10. ‘The Boir Ahmadi under Abiollah Zarghampur have, according to 
a telegraphic report received from Hussein Quli of the Rustam section of the 
Mamassanni, given an ultimatum to the Khans of the Mamassanni threatening 
to occupy thelr lands unless they join the Boir Ahmadi. The latter are now, 
with thelr captures at Semiram, much better armed than the Mamassauni. The 
Mamassanni have bitherto held aloof from Qashgai and Boir Ahmadi intrigues, 
‘but only in the hope that their land claims would be satisfactorily settled by the 
Governinent. In this, ns in most other matters, the Government delays decision 

TL. A report, as yet unconfirmed, says that the Boir Ahmadi are moving 
down towards the line Bebbehan-Gach Saran, with a view to attacking detach: 
nents of the Persian army which are dispersed along: the road for its protection. 
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Bakhtiari, 


Morteza Quli Khan, the newly appointed “Bakhtiari Governor of 
has reported that Abul Qasim has surrendered to him, Tt appears 
to be, however, ouly a token surrender as Abul Qasim has been allowed to kmain 

month with his men. Tt seems that his many years in Tehra 
have not eliminated from Morteza Quli Khan the characteristics of the Lur tribes 
to which be belongs and that he is unable to resist the temptation of taking 
Advantage of the present situation and maintaining its suspense in order to fore 
the Government to settle the land claims of his brother kane 


















Khorassan 
18. The fighting between rival Kurds near Shirwan ceased with the arrival 
of the troops menticned iu Summary No. 27/48, paragraphs. in m= Srrival 
Brazition A floirs 
14. M, Joachim Alaiyo has arrived in Tehran ax Brazilian Minister. 


Beitiah A fairs 

15. Tn addition to the company of Indian infantry that has boon 
<qroperatng in aat-leeuat measures in the Hem-Kerian are, x second company 
alvo provided by the Government of India, has been working to good fleet {0 
the vicinity of Birjand, ; eT 


Tehran, 19th July, 1983. 
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No. 52, 


Sir R. Bullard to Ar. Kiden—(Reevived Tth Awgus 
oa) : eae 
IS Majcaty's ropromntative presents hix compliments to Hix Majesty's 
Principal Secretary of Site or Frnign Mais, and ae tho boron to tana 
herewith a copy of Intelligence Summary Nor 30 for the pevicd the Sth to 
30th aly, 1944, compiled by the military attaché to this legavion : 


Tehran, 27th July, 1943, 








nolosure in No. 62 


Military Attaché’s Intelligence Semmary 
20ch-200h July, 1943 





Vo. 80 for the Period 


(eoret,) 
Persian A faire 

Politioat ats 

THE Shah and the Government are conscious that the situation in the 
country is oritical, and there has been mach consultation and discussion, little 
decision and less ‘action, etween a multitude of conflicting interests and 
advisers neither the Shah nor his Government can make wp their minds, much 
leas agree upon a common policy. Certain changes have, however, been made by 
the Shah in appointments in the forces, whose object is to tighten up discipline 
fn Gost more energy. “In Tehran there is much adverse eeticinm of the Shab 
‘and his prestige is low. The proved inefficiency of the army 
responsibility for it are the subject of mach unfavourable comment. Personal 
attacks on him have been made in the press, and the offending papers have sot 
been prosecuted. Scurrilous attacks are made with impunity on the Government 
in general and on individual Ministers. There ix no respect for the Goveratment 
and nothing but contempt for the Prime Minister even among his supporters, 
There are various movements afoot. in Tehran and other towns, ostonsibiy 
connected with the coming elections, some of which might lead to disorder. 

2 The Government is still unable to decide on any policy for dealing with 
the increasingly serious disorder that has resulted from the success of the Boir 
Ahmadi tribes against the Persian forces. Any course of action has merely to 
be suggested to be certain of opposition from nearly everyone except the proposer. 
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Economic. 

3. A committee of experts, incinding representatives from Egypt, Iraq, 
Afghanistan Russia, Great’ Britain snd Persia, is now siting in Tehran 10 
discuss and co-ordinate measures to be taken for the next season's anti-locust 
campaign, which begins in September. 











Persian Forces, 





4. It is understood that one motive inspiring the appointment of Sarti 
iRaxmara as Chief of the Gencral’ Stall wes a. dence to encourage te. yoouge 
And educated officers of the army, of whom one party follows Sartip Razmara. 

ilicers, on the whole, are opposed both to the late Chief of the General 
Stall and to Sipahbod Ahmadi, the Minister for War, and some of them are 
opposed to the American advisers, But it may result in better co-operation 
between the General Staff aud General Ridley, as Sartip Razmara in his last 
appointment of Commander of the Central Recruit Training and Administrative 

spot did co-operate to some extent with General Ridley. 

5. Sarlashkar Agevli has been removed from the command of the 
fendarmerie. Although be has the reputation of being an able and energetic 

been obstructive and quite ineffective and has strongly opposed the 
‘authority to the American advisers to. the gendarmerie. His 
Tomoval may be an indication of an intention to allow them some cope. They 
have hitherto not been allowed to do anything 















Appolatments—Mititary, 
6.—(i) Sipahbod Yazdan Panah to be Chief of the Inxpectorate Department 
of the Army 
Sartip Razmara to be Chief of the General Staff. 
) Sarimblar Agerli, from Chiet of the Genda 
ry Tribunals 
(ix} Sarlashkar Ali Anghar Nagdi, from Chiof of Military ‘Tribunals, to be 
Director of the Conscription Department 
(W) Sartip Hassan Arfa to be commander of the Recruit ‘Craining and 
Administrative Depot . 
(si) Sarhang Malmud Khosrow Panah to be Chief of Police 









to be Chief of 





Mil 





Internal Security, 


7. Disorder is increasing throughout the country. ‘The abvious vacillation 
af the Government and the weakboas of the Goverment forces have greatly 
encouraged the tribes to hope for a return of the happy lawless days of tribal 

Fear of attack by the tribes has forced the Governinent to withdraw 
lachwents, and brigands have tot failed to. take the opportunity of 

i prevailing fecrity mnt ge scope to the intrigues, of the 
's, pro-Axis sympathisers and those Persians who are anxious to embarrass 
Great Britain, even at the expense of their own country, to incite th 
greater excesses of destruction than would normally’ satisfy the 
instincts, Over large areas the ctop is disappearing, though some of it will 
probably reappear later on the black market, A report from Persian sources, but 
considered reliable, is that foar parachutists and a number of cases were seen to 
drop in Fars near Khaneh Zinian and that they were conveyed to Nasir Qashg 





















Pars. 
& Tthas been decided that General Shabbakbti will not return to Fars. He 
will be replaced by General Amanullah Jahanbani, an active, fairly honest and 
Conciliatory olficer, who is about the hest of the bad choices available and the 
most likely to co-operate with Qavam-ul-Mulk. Bat the appointment of the latter 
as Governor General with extended powers has tiot yet been approved: by the 
Government. Apart from the usval inability of the Government to take any 
decision, opposition is being incited by Nasir's pro-Axis friends, by others 
interested in creating disorder to enharram tthe: oe and the oe and 
by Qavam-ul-Mulk's personal enemies. Meanwhile, the situation in Fars grows 
Hatity worse. Villages are solering heavily from the depredations of tribesmen 
‘who are carrying off or destroying crops. ‘Tribes that have hitherto been willing 
Tosupport the Goverament- or at least to remain neutral, are now being threat 
by the Bor Ahmadi. Meanwhile, the troops are quite inuetive. 
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Bakhtiari. 


9. In Bakhtiari the situation is quiet, but the tribe has as yet shown no 

indication of being willing to give active sapport to the Government. Certain 
or chiefs age Known to have sent congratulations to the tribal leaders who 
“ated the Persian forces at Semirum. Morteza Quli Khan appears to 

‘establishing his influence in the tribe: See ae 


Isfahan, 


10, Disorder is spreading to the Isfahan-Yerd-Kerman road, where 
have recently been several holdiups Seay Se al 


Kurdistan, 


11 While in Northern Kurdistan (Western Azerbaijan) belief that the 
Russians will themselves intervene to suppress Kurdish lawlessness keeps the 
tribes reasonably quiet, in Southern Kurdistan there is much restlessness. ‘Two 
roublosome chiets, Mahmud Dizli and Mustafa Beg, one of the sons of Jaafar 
Sultan, who were under detention in Iraq, have recently returned to Pers 

together with Mahmud Kanisanani, a renegade Ki officer of Persian 
getidarmerie, ure trying to ineite the tribes and are demanding what amounts to 
Autonomy for the Kurdish tracts in which they are interosted—Avroman 
Morivan, The Persian Government is in no situation to do move than temporise. 
An unconfirmed report says that a messenger from Nasir Quabjgai ai 

Bakhtiari chiefs have been visiting the Sinjabi, Kalkhani, Jawanrudi, Babajani 
and Waladbegi tribes with x view to inductng them to combine against Govern. 
tment Another unconfirmed report anys thatthe Jawanrudis have been warned 
lo expect emissaries from Tehran to instruct them to prepare a landing ground 
where German aircraft will land arms, eater ih 


Tehran, 26th Tuly, 1943, 





(1B 4827/10/24) No. 53, 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr, Kiden(Revevee gust 
(soa) Riden—-(Receieod VOth August.) 
,,, HIS Majesty's representative presents his compliments to Hix Majest 
Prlalpa Bera io State for Forsign Mire tnd has the honour to transit 
wrewith a copy of Intelligence Summary No. 31 for the period the 27th July to 
the Bnd August, 1943, compiled by the Siitary attache fo te lmgation,- 


Tehran, 3rd Avgust, 1943. 


Enclosure in No. 83. 


Military Attaché’s Intelligence Summary No. 31 for the Period 2th July to 
nd August, 1943. 
(Becret,) pee 


Persian Affairs. 


Political. 

‘THE, political situation remains unstable, but without dramatic devel 
ments. ‘The Prime Minister says that he intends to make several changes in the 
Cabinet with a view to giving it at least the appearance of being more energetic, 
more progressive and less venal. ‘The Shab, who realises that his position hss 
greatly deteriorated in recent months, is anxious, disturbed by the openly 
expressed criticism of himself, and, like his father, suspicions of most people 
‘excupt nonentities. He seeks Counsel from many quarters, and there are some 
indications that advice given to him to refrain from intriguing and bribing and 
other un-kingly pursuits may bear a little fruit. He is concerned at the alleged 
rowing influence of Qavan-es Sultaneh, who he believes has Russian support. 
and who, he knows, is hostile to himself. He has been seeing something recently 
of the Deputy Dashti, who is now aspiring to be Prime Minister with the 
support of the Adalat party. Seyyid Zin-ed-Din Tabatabai has informed his 
friends that he is returning to Persia shortly. Whether in the face of Soviet and 
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Court opposition he will be able to secure enough support to become Prime 
Minister js doubtful. The Government is far more concerned with consideration 
Of these matters than with the growing disorder in Fars 

2 Although Persians as a whole are much more concerned with the internal 
affairs of the country than with the progress of the war, the fall of Mussolini 
had a profound effect on public opinion. For most it, removed any remaining 
donbts = to the outcome of the war. Peace, some think, will come quickly. In 
fan address at a recent levee the Shah said: “Peace approaches. Persia must 
Row so act that in peace discussions she may take her rightful place and the 
gis of the Persian people be safeguard Many ate anking what the position 

jersia will be after the war. How will she stand with the Allies, particularly 
with Great Britain! ‘The bogey of bolshevism looms larger, and there is a clearer 
sentiment that some effort should be made to conciliate Great Britain. Tn spite 
Of this hostile elements and Nazi sympathisers are very active, and they find 
Support among the many who for persotial reasons do not desire to see order 
tablished or reforms put into practice that would limit thelr opportunities for 
illicit profit, 

3. "The Deputy Nowbakht has announced his intention of interpellating the 
Government in a series of questions which are attacks on the Government, the 

fnister for War and the Allies, particularly the British. The Minister for War 

will reply for the Government. 


Economic. 

4. The Director-General of Finance has issued a regulat 
declares that wheat and barley ate a Government monopoly. 

Movement of these grains, unless under the control of the Ceroals and Bread 
Section of the Ministry of Finance, is absolutely forbidden. Grain hoarded or 
old on the free market will be confiscated without compensation, ‘The regulatis 
‘also announces that on the 23rd November the price to be paid by the Government 
for grain will be reduced by 334 per cent., and that all hoards of grain found 
after that dato will be confiscated Lt will require a better intentioned Govern: 
Ment and a more honest administration than exists at promont to ensure the 
effective execution of this regulation, = 

3. As yet very little of the new harvest has been delivered to Government 
stores. In cortain areas this is due to prevailing insecurity, in others to lack of 
transport, and in others to the reluctance of landlords to deliver, Tehran now 
holds atout one month's roserve. - The Russians have delivered some 16,000 tons 
Of the 25,000 tons of wheat promised, On the other hand they have taken from 
‘Azarbaijan 14.000 tons and are asking for more, 

An. the Bridget Bill laid before the Majlis revenue is cxtimated at 
1,800,795,006 rials and expenditure at 3.207,718.537 rials. As cuts have been 
made in the budgets submitted by Ministries the latter have now to prepare now 
detailed budget. 

7. The Persian Road Transport Board now controls 700 new TLease/Land 
trucks and 00-1,000 locally contracted vehicles, 


A ppointments—Cieil 
8.—{i) Thrahim Qavam (Qavam ul Mulk) (F,0.169, M.A, 231) to be 


Governor-General of Fars. 
(ii) Ali Motamedi (F.0. 197, M.A. 178) to be Consul-General in India, 
(iii) Mahammad Montazim to be Governor of Kasvin, 


Persian Forces 

9. Both General Ridley and Colonel Schwarzkopf report. that since the new 
appointments mentioned in paragraph 6 of Summary No. 30 they have heen 
Fecciving better co-operation from the Persian authorities. There is. some 
indication, too, of an intention to remedy the present condition of indisipline 
‘As a result of the findings of the Court of Enquiry sent to Isfahan to investigate 
the Semirum disaster a Field General Court-Martial is to assemble to try a 
number of the officers concerned. 


Police, 

10, A warrant has been issued for the arrest of General Radsar, a former 
Chief of Police, on the charge of being concerned in the murder of a prominent 
Parsi, Arbab Kaikhosra, in the time of Reza Shah, It is reported that he has 


escaped to Iraq, 
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A ppointments—Military, 
1—() Sarlashkar Amamullah Jahanbani (F:0. 100, M.A. 132) to be Com- 
mander of the Forces in the south rice Sipahkod Shahbakhti. 
(i) Sartip Qadar to command the Isfahan Division cice Sartip Nakchevan. 


Internal Security 


12, In the address referred to in paragraph 2 the Shah referred to the 
provailing insecurity. He impressed oa representatives of the press present their 
duty to support the Government and in no circumstances to take the part of those 
in rebellion against the Government, who should and would be punished. 


Fare 
13 ‘The situation deteriorates rapidly in the absence of any effective mili- 
tary oF civil authority. ‘The Boir Ahmadi have now attacked the Basht Bavi tribe, 
‘settled tribe closely allied to the Mamaasanni, and the latter expect that they will 
ost be attacked in revenge for having refused to join the Qashgais and’ Boir 
Abmadis. ‘The Qushgais are contenting themselves With pillaging villages, and 
they have not interfered with traffic on the road. They acquired 19 more rifles by 
disarming small Gendarmerie post 45 miles north-west of Shiraz. Other 
maranding bands are taking advantage of the prevailing disorder and are raiding 
aut of he Tefan Shiraz road Nasir Qashgai i reported to have now with 
him some 700 riflemen in the Qarazin area. “An uneaty truce appeas still o guia 
betwan him and the Persian forces Sonetecorie eee tac 
leanwhile the Government, having announced the points 
oe wl Mulk as Governor-General of Fam makes excuse al hee pay i 
delaying the fulfilment of the conditions which he regards as emential to his 
success, ‘Thore is very strong opposition to the appointment om the part ot the 
Posertul friends of Nasir Qaabgat and all pro-Axi and wnti-Britsh element 
ums are being spent in bribery, Qavam ul Malk’s honesty and pro-British 
mown, and it is recognised that, if he were given the powers 
the situation in Fars, he would act in the interests of 
inloresta were sacrificed 
ia] ooh? ve arrival of German para- 
co Summary No. 30, paragraph hey 
now with Nasit's brother, Khoarow, north af Ardakan. "Port sa iy are 


Khuzestan, 


16. Tn view of the anticipated threat from the Boir Ahmadi 
Behbohan Gach Saran ares and the positlity of their tealng Joined by other 
cuhgalu tribes, an additional battalion of Persian infantry is being sen 
Kobgaln tees, an x infantry is heing sent from 


Kurdistan, 
17, Reinforcements of a battalion of Persian infantry bay 
rand aint lion of Persian infantry have been sent from 
Polish Affairs 


1, ‘The number of civilian Poles in Persia on the 22nd July was -— 
Men, Women. Children. Total 
Tu Tehran 14038747 2.538708 


Isfahan 7 549 1.397 1 
Atwer gh 7H ae 


1717 4.050 13,658 


Tehran, 2nd August 1943. 
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[B 4987/110/34) No. 54 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Eden—(Received 20th August) 
(Wo, $90. 
HIS Majesty's representative presents his complimonts to His Majesty's 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and has the honour to transmnit 
Ath a copy of Intelligence Summary No. 8 for the period of the Srd to the 
th August, 1943, compiled by the military attaché to this legation, 


Tehran, Wth August, 1948 


Enclosure in No. 54. 
Georet.) 


Military Attaché’s Intelligence Summary No. 32 for the Period the Sri to the 
‘9th August, 1943. 


Persinn A fairs 
Political 
1. Events seem to be leading to a gradual, but ultimately complete, 
breakdown of Government and of the administration, or to a violent change of 
Tézime. Tnrecarity, indisipline and disorder are spreading. ‘There is an absolute 
nck of confidence in the Government, and despair and pessimixn are general 
because no batter Government can be’ seen. Ali Mansur has refused to be a 
candidate for the premiership, and Sobeily reninins, because there ix no one elve, 
Proving day by day his inability to check tho increasing chaok, to which the 
leet ruyree of patties, some stirring up the working classes, others 
taking counter measures, ndd confusion and disorder," Government employees, 
Marving on inadequate pay, are ready to revolt. Genuine alarm has been caused 
by Dr. Millspaugh’s regulation prohibiting any purchase of grain except from 
Government stores. Families have too little faith in the Government: to be 
confident that there will be any grain in the Government stores to buy, Faith 
in the ability of Dr. Millapmugh, even with the yory wide powers he has, to reduce 
the cost of living or improve the position of the poor and middle clason is 
Waning, 20 that, while certain of the opposition of the rich, he cannot: rely. on 
much support from the poor. Confidence in the American advianrs in. all 
ents is decreasing ever) among thoxe who saw in them a hope of salvation, 
resources of the Government are nearly at au end, while increasing 
insecurity makes increasing demands on them 
2 The ane courageous and relatively strong man in the Government is the 
Minister for War, General Ahmadi. f he wore given real authority over the 
farmy he might steady the tottering fabric, but the Shah and many others fear 
that he would then become too powerful, so the army. like the State, remains 
without any effective direction. ‘The Shah loves favour daily with the people, and 
as an element of stability in the country the Crown now hardly counts for 
Anything. Indeed, it would be hard to find anything stable in Persia to-day or 
Any direction ig which British influence can be applied to produce stability 
3. There is great unrest aiong under-paid Government employees. Strikes 
have already oocurred in the Ministry of Justice, and others are threatened in 
other departments and services of public utility. Dr. Millspaugh, in a statement 
in the press, has appealed to Government employees to be patient a, little longer 
with their hardships, of which he is fully aware. He explains that the State has, 
in fact, no money, but that he has appealed for help and hopes that it will be 
forthcamin ‘i i 
4. A Bill bas been laid before Parliament for the engagement of American 
assistants for Dr. Millspaugh to a total of sixty, including those already enga, 
find those whose engagement has already been approved. There is considerable 
‘opposition to the Bill 
1 ted that, with a view to economy, the post of Governor-General 
{n all provinces except Fars, Khorasan, Kerman and Azerbaijan. 
‘6. Hooliganism and wounding by stabbing have become so common in 
Tehran that the Majlis passed a law with double urgency authorising the police 
toarrest or expel from Tehran persone guilty of, or frot their past record known 
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to be likely to commit, such offences, For almost the first time for two years 
adequate punishment has been given toa criminal. A man was publicly hanged in 
Tehran for robbery and murder. 


7. By his regulation No. 15 the Director-General of Finance has made it 
illegal for anyone except the Cereals and Bread Section of the Ministry of 
Finmnce to move grain to or from Tehran by any means. Any grain found being 
transported by other than that agency will he confiscated, and # reward of 50 per 
tent bf the value of the grain at the Government price will be paid to the person 
responsible for ita confiscation. 

Discontent with the quality of the bread on sale at the Government price 
has provoked riots at Kerinanshah, Hamadan and Malayer. 

‘). In a statement published in the press Dr. Mills 
result of investigations he has made personaly, he cin 
reports that wheat has been tonght by the Britieh. 


A ppointments—Civil 
10.—(i) Muhsin Sadr (F,0. 180, M.A. 249) to be Minister of Justice 
(ii) Qasim Meikadeh to be Governor of Shabriza, 
(iit) Taqi Khajeh Nuri (Amir Nusrat) to be Deputy Governor 

of Fars 
(iv) Kabiri (Adi ed Dowleb) to be Governor of Maragh 
(¥) Humein Mubiman to be under-seeretary in the Ministry of Finance 


Persian Forces 


11. A commission consisting of tho Prime Minister, the Minister for W: 
the Chief of the General Stal, General Yanian Ponah and threo Dopution 
recently met to consider what powers the Shah could logitimately exereise under 
the Constitution over the army. The finding was that bis powers were limited 
to the right of approval in certain cases only of proposals mado by the Minister 
for War, and that the latter was fully responsible for the army. The Shab 
authorised the Prite Minister to nnnounce in a woret session of Parlia: 
tho General Staff would in future be subordinate to the Minister 
‘a woquel, tho Ministry for War drafted a regulation for the Shah's approval 
defining the duties of the General Staff and departments of the Ministry for War 
‘and detailing how tho responsibility of. the General Stall to the Minister for 
‘War was to work in practice. ‘The refund to sign it or to allow the 
Ministor for War to have full authority over the General Stafl in practice. Tut 
tho Minister for War was ordered to tell prow and Parliament that he waa fully 
responsible for the army. It in evident that the Shah intends to continne dealing 
Girect with the General Staff and to issue ordera without reference to the 
Minister for War, 


A ppointmente—Military. 
12—(i) Sipahbad Shahbakhti to be an Army Inspector. 
¢ ‘Sartip Diba to be Director of the Supply Department in the Ministry 
for War. 
iii) Sartip Mahmud Iravani to command the 12th Lurestan Division, 
iv) Colonel Hashemi to be Provost Marshal, Tehran 


Internal Security. 
Fare. 

13, All the country west of the Shiraz-Shahriza road is now at the mercy 
of the Qushgai and Boir Ahmadi. A mixed force of these two tribes ou the 
Sth April surrounded and attacked a small Persian garrison of little more than 
company in Ardakah. A battalion has been sent from Shiraz for ite relief 
General Jahanbani has arrived in Shiraz and is concentrating his scattered forces, 

obably more with a view to their safety than to active operations. He. ond 
Mforteza Qoli Khan, the Governor of Bakhtiari, are to meet Nasir Qashgai and 


Khosrow near Abadelt on the 11th August, presumably. for the purpose of again 
discussing terms of surrender. Recent Russian and British victories 

the fear that Qavam ul Mulk would, as Governor-General of 

attracting to his side some of Nasir's supporters may on this occas 
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n friends and accept reasonable terms, 
Qavam ul Malk, after much difficulty ng the Government to give him tbe 
Powers he needs, is leaving for Shi 9th August, 1943, 


Khuzestan 


¢ the pumps that supply 
Water to Ga ‘ aa a there as tty dh ooo 
illages by ‘Taiyyite tribesmen. ‘This, if it continues, may aflect the supply of 
latour to A.LO.C. workings. , whshe 


Bakhtiari 

15, Abul Qasim’s appearance of submission to Morteza Quii Khan did not 
ast dong. Holben now monitsn hint: cedaat ioe ealodingiis eckaciesces hie 
authority. Two Germans and the deserter, Captain Alair, arc said to bo with 
him, and be still retains a number of armed men. 


Kurdistan 
16, The Commander of the Persian forces at Sennch hns reported that 
Kurdish tribes under Mahioud Dial and Mahmod Kanisanant (eee Summary 
No. 30, paragraph 11) attacked his posts west of Sennch and were reprised with 
Jog, As the Persian military authorities are ancioas to avoid getting embroiled 
the Kurdish tribes: neg opened with the len 
endeavour to reach 


Zahidan. 
17. On the 12th Avgast six U.K.K.C. and two privately.awned lorries 
held up at Hormuk 38 miles north of Zahidan by four armed. robbora all 
be Afghans. The drivers report the loss of 28,000 rials 
‘A telephone line has been constructed by the ¢ din to connect 
the Persian gendarmerio poat at Ky th the British frontier levy post 
‘at Robat in British Baluchistan to ensure better co-operation in. the interoeption 
of raiders, 


Russian Affairs. 


18 For some time part the Russians have maintained a garrison at 
Fariman, 40 miles south by east of Mesbed. It ie now reliably reported that it 
has been withdrawn, 

19, 


1,500 people, sweets were handed round by a Russian girl. 
Who, reactionary though he is, is populirly supposed to be regard 
by the Russians, is now flirting with the Tudeh party 


(B 5066/10/34) No. 56. 


‘Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Eden—(Reveived 26th August.) 
(No. 341) 

HIS Majesty's representative presents his compliments, to His Majesty's 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and has the honour to transmit, 
herewith a copy of Intelligence Summary. No. $8 for tne period of the 10th to 
16th August, 1943, compiled by the military attaché to this legation. 


Tehran, \7th August, 1943. 
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Enclosure in No. 36 
(Secret) 
Military Attacké's Intelligence Summary No. $8 for the Period 
te 1Oeh-AGch August, 1043 


Persian A ffairs. 
Politica 
THE position of the Government is so weak that they dare not at present 
answer the interpellation of the Deputy Nowbakht, fearing defeat. ‘There is 
sativa party inside and oatsida the Miajits working for te otesthrow ot the’ raha 
aha hie ropiacupens by, Mabsmasad Said, the Meiinior for, Forvien 
fairs, an hovest but weak man; favoured by the Skab, wbo favours culy weak 
en, ‘This party is likely to vote against the Government. irrespective of the 
merits of the case. The Prime Minister admits that be only maintains his position 
because he does nothing and commits himself to no definite policy. The 
opposition to the American advisers from merchants and those Deputies who 
‘would suffer from reforms continues to be very strong, but it has produced a minor 
rosction in thei fanaa 


Economic. 

2. By his Regulation No, 16 the Director-General of Finance modifies the 
teatriction imposed on the transport of grain by his Regulation No. 14 by 
allowing the movement of grain between villages. lation No. 14 made the 
sale of grain a Government monopoly and prohibited the movement of 
except under Government control. Householders are also authorised to purchase 
flour or grain from Government stores on presentation of their bread coupons ups 
to a maximum of 76 kilog. per annum for a child, 150 for an adult and 250 for 
a working man, The amount that can be purchased at any one time will depend 
‘on the reserves available in Government stores. Landowners living in towns will 
be permitted to import from their estates to the towns in which they reside 
rullefent wheat for the consumption of their families 

hese concasions have done something to allay the public ansicty created 
by Regulation No, 14. In a communiqué to the press. Dr. Millspaugh gives some 
explanation of his plane for feeding the population. He attributes public 
anxiety to lack of confidence in the Government and to doubts as to the Allies’ 
intentions regarding the purchase and export of grain. He expresses hope that 
if the Government and the Majlis support his measures he will be able to establish 
confidence in the Government, and says that he is satisfiod that two of the Allies 
have no intention of buying grain in Persia. Russia, on the other hand, was 
‘asking for wheat and barley for her own needs, bat Russia could aot expect grain 
to be delivered to her until the needs of the Persian people had heen assured. 


A ppointmente—Civil, 
4.—(i) Hussein Mohiman to be Under-Secretary of State in the Ministry of 
Finance, 
(ii) Kowsar to be Governor of Shahrud. 


Persian Forces. 
Army. 
5. It has been decided to abolish the Staff College. It has been for long 
useless and expensive incubus 


Police, 
6. The Majlis has passed a law authorising the engagement of Mr. Stephen 
‘Timmerman as Director-General of Police for a period of two years. Among hix 
duties will be— 
(a) ‘The reorganisation of the central administration of the Persian police 
(2) The organisation of a police training school. 
(c) The reform of prison administration. 
(1) Revision of the regulations for the police. 
(¢) Reform of traffic laws and regulations. 
is proposals will be subject to the approval of the Minister of the Interior. 


‘He will be consulted about appointments and promotions in the police force and 
in all financial questions connected with the force. 


133 
Appointments—Military. 

7.—{i) Colonel Saghafi to be Director of the Ist Bureau of the General Staff 
(i) Colone! Samadi to be Director of Personnel of the Gene 
{ui}) Sarbang Ahad Talib Begi to command the 13th (Khorramabad) Brigade 
(iv) Sarhang Shabrokhshahi to command the 12th Kerm: Brigade. 
(8) Sartip Attanllah Alai to be Deputy Chief of Army Finance. 
(v}) Sartip Mahammad Mir Jalali to command the Central Administrative 


(vii) Mr. Stephen Timmerman to be Director-General of Police. 


Internal Security. 
Pare. 

8. A meeting has taken place between General Jahanbani, Nasir Qashgai, 
Kihostow his brother and Mortéea Quli Khan, Governor of Bakhtiari, the putcrms 
of which was that Khotrow agreed to come to Tehran to discs terms of 
submission for himself and his brother with the Goverament. A British allcer 
Was present at the meeting. It has been agreed that while those negotiations are 
Jn progress there will tea truce between the Qaxhgat and the treap, the itter 
undertaking to make no movement. Nasir has promised that he will restrain the 
Quahgai tribes from committing robbery during the period of the truce. It gs 
Aunlikely that it in the intention of Nasir to do more now than play for time until 
the downward migration of the tribes, which is likely to begin & mouth before 
the usual date, is complete. The arrival of Qayam-ul-Mulk tu Shiraz, combined 
with the news of recent German defeats, probably persunded Nasir that it was 
{ime to play for aafety. Tho ellectivencss of the Qavam’s appointment has already 
tween detonstented by the strength of the attempts that are now being made by 
Nanir's friends and other anti-Dritish parties to secure hi withdrawal 

Ahmadi who attacked the Persian garrison at Ardekan (see 
paragraph 13), disconcertod by the inconsistency of the garrison 
fender, withdrew on the approach of a relieving battalion after 
the town. ‘The Persian troop claim that the Boir ‘Akad 
Nffered some (wenty caraities, killed and wounded. 


Kurdistan 

10, ‘The bombastic threats of Mahmud Dizli and Mahmud Kanisanani have 
come to little. Recent reports from Kurdistan are that the tribes who wore 
threatening the Persian forces west of Senneh have dispersed. 


Tehran, 16th August, 1943. 





(B 5260/110/34) No, 56. 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr, Kden—(Received 3rd September.) 
(No. 356) 

HIS Majesty's representative presents his compliments to His Majesty's 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and has the honour to transmit 
herewith a copy of Intelligence Summary No. $4 for the period of the 17th to 
rd August, 1943, compiled by the military attaché to this legation 


Tehran, 2th August. 1943. 


Enclosure in No, 
eeret,) 
Military Attaché's Intelligence Summary No. 34 for the Period 7th to 
‘Bird Auguat, 1943. 


Persian A fairs. 
Political. 

THE Prime Minister now considers that he can count on a majority in the 
Majlis to give the Government a vote of confidence on the Nowbakht interpella- 
tion which is to be taken on the 24th August. But after that it ix that 
the Majlis intends to demand some changes in the Cabinet, and the continuance 
of a majority in favour of the Prime Minister seems doubtful. 

2 ‘The arrest of the German agent, Franz Mayer, in Tehran by the British 
security authorities has catised considerable alarm to those Persians who had 
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been plotting with him. Several of the more notorious among them have since 
the arrest made attempts through third parties to ascertain from the legation 
whether there is any evitlence against them. Drastic action by the British 
authorities is expected. In the press and elsewhere there is noticeable the 
beginning of a realisation that it is time to give the Allies, particularly Americans 

British, some reason to think less badly of Persia 

3. Alarmed by information which they réceived from Persian as well as 
British sources that German agents intended to try to destroy the railway. the 
Fersian Government as sued @ proclamation annonncing a reward of 
50,000 rials for information leading to the arrest of any German in Persia without 
the permission of the Persian Government, 

‘4 The weakness of their forces is obliging the Persian Government to 
‘accept. sitnation in tribal areas which in the years before Reza Shah was a 
constant cause of insecurity, resulting in loss of revenue and production and 
hindering development. That situation was the existence of super-tribal chiefs 
commanding the allegiance of powerful tribal confederations. Hera Shab 
realived that no unification and no development of Persia were possible while 
these chiefs were a law unto themselves in vast areas, and he removed them all. 
‘To-day Morteza Quli Khan is again chief of all the Bakhtiari, and Khosruw is 
tobe chief ofall the Qashgai-Tikbanis in all bot name, While the Persian forces 
and the authority of the Persian Government remain as weak as they are, 
collection of reverine and of grain in the large areas they control are at the mercy 
‘of those chiefs, And unloss the Persian forces and the authority of the Central 
Government are greatly strengthened, thore parts of Persia dominated by the 
tribes may lapse into the wondition prevailing in 2010 

5. In Summary No, 26/43, paragraph 3, reference was made to the arrival 

Poran frm Teaq of « venerable Shi divine, Haji Agha Hussein Qumi. He 
ws visited Tehran and Meshed and hax now returned to Tehran, Much hax been 
made of him during his visit, not only by those who respect his standing in 
religion, He has fawned on, Hattored and encouraged by merchants, 
politicians and others for their private cnds. He nbarramsing the Govern: 
ment by demands ng the wearing of the veil and the administration of 
Shrine endowments which would, if granted, tend to re-establish the power of the 
rmllabs 

6, ‘The members of the committee to supervise the elections in Tehran have 
been elected. ‘The president is Seyyid Muhammad Sadiq Tabatabai (F.0, 205; 
M.A. 256). ‘The committes haa conveyed to the Government its opinion that the 
continuance of the military governorship in Tehran is incompatible with free 
elections. 


Economic, 


7. An ofticial statement in the prese states that engagements for the deliver 

of wheat by Inndlords for the current year now total 400,000 tons, of which 

‘320,000 tons will sullice for the needs of this yeur, and $0,000 tons will be beld 

in reserve for the coming year. In fact, however, only about 16,000 tons of this 

year's harvest have ax yed reached the Government stores, of which 8,000 have 
n collected! in Khuzestan, 

8. ig latest public monthly report Dr. Millspaugh estimates the deficit 
in the budget for the current year nt 1.300 million rials without allowing for any 
increase in the salarien of Government employees. Some increase is, however, 
universally admitted to be estential, An increase of 50 per cent. would increase 
the budget deficit to 1,900 million viale Such a sum cannot be raised during 
the eurrent year by the Persian Government by taxation or by internal loans, ‘The 
new Income Tax Bill, even if it were to become law immediately. would pot be 
effective for some time. The Government already owes to the National Bank the 
sum of 3,200 million rials and the capacity of the bank to lend is almost exhausted. 
‘The Government has no alternative bint to ask the Allies for a loan sufficient to 
cover the deficit of 1,900 million rials, In the meantime they were asking for 
fan advance against that loan of 500 million rials for the purchase of grain’ and 
in order to meet current expenditure they had asked for and obtained fretn the 
ALTO.C, an advance of the current year's royalties. 


Appointeente—Ci 
9—(i) Muhammad Wahid Tunakaboni to be Under-Secretary of State in 
the trie ee ee 30. 7 
(ii) Ghulam Reza Nurzad (F.0. 149; MA. 204) to be Direc 
national Relations in the Ministry for Forcign Aare. sarjelps sii 
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Internal Security. 


_ 10. A great and possibly lasting change bas come over tho tribal situation 
fn the south as Js explained in more detail in the following paragraphs. This 
been brought about by a series of events which have combined fo bring home 
lo the tribes the inudvisability of being associated with the German cause. The 
defeat of the German summer offensive in Russia and the subsequent Russian 
fall of Mussolini, the arrest of Franz Mayer and the appointment 
achly pro-British Qavam-ul-Mulk as Governor-General of Fars all 
4 cumulatively persuasive effect, 
Fars 
11, The result of the meeting mentioned in Summary No, 33/43, para- 
ph 8, between Khosrow and Nasir Qusligai, General Jahanbani and Morteza 
IGall Kian, Gorecaor of Hekitiart, was wal Khoggw agreod to.cums to Tehran 
90 a safo-conduct to discuss matters with the Persian Government. ‘The result 
Of these discussions was that the Government agreed that Khosrow would be 
made Governor of Firuzabad, that sympathetic consideration would be given to 
‘sir and Khosrow's land claims, and that the Government would not oppose 
‘asir’s election as a Deputy for Firuzabad, In return Khosrow undertook on 
behalf of himself aud Nasir to return all arms taken from the Persian forces, 
{o restrain the Qashgai tribes from disorder and robbery, to arrest and band over 
Any Germans in Quah territory, to allow, British oficinls to visit froely Qusbgai 
Lerrtory, wot to oppose the stationing of Persian troops in any part of Fars, and 
to remain himeelf tn Shiraz or give Nazir's son as a hostage tat Nasi left for 
‘Tebran. Tt is unlikely that Nasir will leave tribal territory until he hax the 
immunity of a Deputy. 

2. This settlement ix far from satisfactory from the point of view of the 
Persian Government. but as the Persian forces are in no condition to subdue the 
Qashgai some measures to gain time and to secnre even a temporary trice 
were Tt is possible that the Qushgai intend genuinely enough 
to refuse asylum to Germans and. perhaps even to break’ off all relations 
With them. Tf so, the British object will have beon to m large extont 
Achieved. Bu nt as Governor of Firuzubad Khosrow ts in effect 
ecogmined as chi 
Iie position 
Government reendler of th by the Qushgai ix not part of the 
Prewit settlement. On the other hand, he is young, even for hit 22 years, and, 
Although now a popular figure in the tribe, hé may not be able to restrain’ therm 
from robbery for long 

13. Khiosrow, while in Tehran, expressed to members of the British Legation 
hin sincere regret’ for past misleeds. He made no secret of his and Nasir's 
Association with Germans. but denied that until recently there had heen more 
than ono with the tribe. He admitted that Nasir had prepared a landing-ground 
for German aircraft, and that the Germans with them had told them that troop- 
carrying aircraft would shortly arrive with parties to assist the Qushgai to 
damage British interests. He reported the arrival of parachutists with ‘xpi 
and that the Qushigal had assisted them with transport, All Germans, he claimed, 
had now left Qashgai territory 
Bakhtiari 


14. Gormans, probably those who have recently landed by parachute, aro 
known to bave joined Abul Qasim and Captain Alavi, the Persian Army deserter 
who is with him. Abal Qusim, influenced undoubtedly by the apparent defection 
from the German cause of Nasir Qashgai and his brother and by the same cause 
that bad influenced them—the obvious hopelessness af a German victory—has 
himself come into yet known, to 

tof 

tian 


Ni 
Ni 


Kuh-i-Galu. 

15, The third member of the anti-British combination among the tribes 
6f the south organised by German agents, Abdullah fampur of the Boir 
Abmadi, has now eent in messages to Qavam-ul-Mulk at Sliras to the effect tha 

is prepared to negotiate with him. Abdullah's younger brother, Khostow, is 
alo negotiating with the Persian authorities and offering to take action against 
his brother. 
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Kerman 

16. There has recently been much brigandage on or near the Isfaban—Yeed— 
Kerman road. During the week 10th to Isth August lorries were held up and 
robbed on five separate oevasions, ‘The insecurity 1s probably nothing more than 
the result of, the prevailing disorder in South Persia. A few aucosaful minor 
actions by the Persian forves against brigands in the vicinity of the Isfahan- 
Shiraz road has driven them further afield. 


Tehran, 2rd August, 1943. 





[1B 6432/110/34) No, 87. 
Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Eden—(Receiced 11th September.) 


(No. 972) 

IS Majesty's representative presents his compliments to His Majesty's 
Principal Secrotary of State for Foreign Affairs, and has the honour to transit 
herewith a copy of Tntelligence Summary No. 35 for the period the 24th to 
Both August, 1043, compiled by the military attaché to this legation. 


Tehran, Bist August, 1943. 


Enclosure in No. 57, 
(Sooret,) 
Military Attaché's Intelligence Summary No. 85 for the Period 
th t0 80th August, 1043, 


Persian A fairs 
Political, an 
ANXIETY regarding the Government's ability to secure the nation’s bread 
supplies during the coming year is growing, abd they are being severely. heckled 
hy the Deputies and the press on thix Much pressure ix being brought 
on the Goverameat forbids the acquisition hy private 
ernment stores against their 
o the new Income Tax Bill, and 


nission. 
2, The Deputy Nowbakht failed to present himself at the Majlis on the day 
appointed for the Government's answer to his interpellation, He has gone 
into hidin 
Hin Majesty's Minister and the Soviet Chargé d’Affairesjointl 
presented 10 the Pritne Mininter on the 20th August & lato sine 190 Peoseey 
who are Kiowa on relible evens to have en recently ploting with German 
agents against the Allies, and demanded their arrest. The Prit re 
ftgreed that they should be arrested. “ bo baa 
4. ‘The Minister of Education, Dr. Ali Akbar Ziassi, has resigned from the 
Cabinet from dislike of the intrigues with which the Government is surrounded. 
5. The four more respectable members of the Election Supervisory 
Committee for Tehran (see Summary No. 34/43, paragraph 6) ‘resigned 
immodiately after their election. This is interpreted as an expression of their 
opinion that the elections would be no more free than formerly 
The tone of the press has recently heen more conciliatory towar 
Alice while boing severly critical ofthe Government and the intezaal mtsctins, 
ibe wictory of the Allies is generally acepted as & foregone conclusion. There 
muich local gossip about differences of view between Russia o 
And Great Britain and America on the other. Se ore 


Keonom 
7. The Council of Ministers has published a decree forbiddi 

PN i hiding the slanghter 

we Majlis has passed a law authorising the Ministry of Finance to sell 

to the Government of India 115,715 kilog. of Persian nickel coins not ‘now in 


ciretlation, and to accept payment in aluminium and copper for the mintieg a 
bronze coisa. ‘The price in each ease to be that ruling it New Yor. one 
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9. The following departments of the Ministry of Industry and Commerce 
have now been transferred to the Ministry af Finance :— 
Exports and Imports, Import Licences, Internal Trade, Barter, Weights 
and Measures 
A ppointments—Civil 
10.—{i) Salman Assadi (F.0. 92; M.A. 40) to be assistant to the Adminis- 
trator-General of Finance in the matter of grain supplies while retaining his post 
of Under-Secretary of State in the Ministry of Finance. 
(ii) Ghulam Reza Nurzad (F.0, 149; M.A. 204) to be Director of Inter- 
national Relations in the Ministry for Foreign Afiairs 


Persian Forces. 
Army, 

11, ‘The Shah has, under much pressure from the Government, very 
unwillingly signed a decree making the General Staff responsible to and 
subordinate 10 the Ministry for War, while reafirming his own status as 
Comiander-in-chief.. It reiaing to be seen whether he will in future refrain 
from interfering in the affairs of the army and from istuing orders without the 
approval of the Minister for War. . j 

12. Aschool has been organised undor the direction of General Ridloy's stafl 


(whichis shor o be increased by four mote American oilers) forthe training 
Of offers in the duties of (a) the Quartermaster-General's Department and 
(@) the Pay Department 
Appointments—Military 
18) Sarhang Mugbili to command the Shirax Brigade : 
Gi) Sathiang Abdullah Saif’ to be Acting Chief of Police vice Sartip 
Khosrow Pata, resigned 


Internal Seeurity, 
Fars 
14. Nasir Qashgai is still protending not to seuranices 
obtained by he Motor Khostow from the Pera ont daring his visit 
to Tehran, and he appears to be intending to find excuse after excuse for 
remaining in tribal territory, It ix powible that have been jo 
abmconding Deputy, Nowbakit. In spite of Kbosrow's aaurancos, ty 
officials, recont reports from fairly relia 
in Quahgai territory, The situation in Fare i «till uneary and brigandage has 
by no means ceased, 
Bakhtiari 
15. Abul Qasim is in Tsfahan, b ding to His Majesty's Consul, in 
no submissive mood, His armed following i til being beld together in Bakhtiant 
by Captain Alavi, the Persian army deserter 
Kub-i-Galu. 
16. Most of the Boir Ahmadi chiefs are now making overtures, real ot 
feigned, to Government officials and intriguing against each other. 
Khorassan. 
~The Persian trcops who were sent to Shirvan to repress trouble among 
the Kurds (sce Summary No, 20/43, paragraph 13) claim to have collected some 
400 rifles from the tribes in that area, 


Russian A fairs. 
18, M. Smirnoff has resigned his appointment ax Soviet Ambassador in 
Persia and is being replaced by Constantine Alexandroviteh Mikhailov, now 


Soviet Ambassador in Kabul 
19. M. Maisky, formerly Soviet Ambassador in London, passed through 


‘Tebran on his way to London 


American Affairs. 


20. General Connolly, commanding the United States Persian Gulf Service 
Command, recently invited Persian journalists to visit the elaborate camp for 
‘American troops that has been constructed a few miles outside Tebran, The 
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Purpose of the invitation was mainly to persuade the press that ‘the American 
soldier ate none of Persia's food exvept fresh fruit and vegetables and to announce 
that the United States Command fed its $1,000 Persian employees from American 
resontees. 


Turkish A fire 

21. The Turkish Government has offered 100 scholarships at Turkish 
golleges to Persian students, preferably to those haying some knowledge of 
Turkish. This condition has aroused some comment, as it limits the choice mainly 
to candidates from Azerbaijan, where Turkish designs are sometimes suspect bY 
imaginative Persians, There is a large number of applicants 


Polish Affairs 
22. The number of civilian Poles in Persia on the 19th August was — 


Mens Women. Children. Total 
Tu Teban 5498-2389 
Isfaha 
Alea 
6nT 43H 
Tehran, 30th August, 1943, 





(B 6377/110/34) No. 58 
Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Eden.—(Received 18th September.) 


(No. 384) 
HIS Majesty's representative presents his compliments to His Majesty's 
it 


Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs and has the honour to tram 
horewith a copy of Ltlligence Simmary No. 30 for the period of 
to Oth Septembor, 1943, 

Tebran, Tth September, 1943, 


Enclomire in No, 68. 
(Secret) 


Mititary Attachds Tuteltigence Simmary No. 86 for the period Bist Auguit 
to bth September, 1943. 


Persian Affaire 
Political, ik 

1, ‘The majority of thowe Persians whose arrest has teen demanded by His 
Majesty's Minister and the Soviet Chargé a’ Affairen—see Summary No. 36)43, 
paragraph 3—have been arrested, All army officers on the list were arrested 
Within a few hours on the orders of the Minister for War. 

In view of the promptitude shown by the minister and the officers to. whom 
hin orders wero issued it is unfortunate that Indian troops in Isfahan, who 
Wore not intended to act unless the Persian authorities failed to do so, should, 
through a misapprehension and no fault of theirs, have taken steps to make the 

ts themselves and, finding that they liad already been made, insisted on 
taking the officers into their own custody. ‘This caused considerable ill-feelinig 
among Persian officers in Isfahan and was bitterly resented by the Chief of the 
General Staff, who regarded it as an insult to himself and to the Persian army 
as all arrests of military officers had already been effected. It led to some very 
Violent anti-British articles in the press, the obvious purpose of which is to 
inflame the feeling of Persian olficers against the British. "There ts litte doubt 
that this campaign hay been inspired by the Chief of the General Staff, who 
Annaaeed bi eesignation (which be has since withdrawn) as a protest against 
the intervention of Indian troops. The Chief of the General Staff leads a 
strongly nationalistic party in the army, and he had been hopinig to restore some 
of is oe marae stds the 

Apart from the above the general effect of the arrests has probably been 

cod, although there has not yet been time fully to appreciate public reactions 

That some arrests would be made bas been expected for some time and only in a 

Few cases has any surprise been caused by the selection of those to be arrested 
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But the arrests may be made an excuse for working up an agitation against the 
Prine Miniser and bis Gexerument, whose position, is already weak. The Shah 
fs angry with the Prime Minister'for ordering the arrests without previous 
referoace to him 

B Altempis have been made to create disturbances in Tehran and. to 
Persad the shopkepers ta che this supe chy by merchants intra 
hr provoking demonstrations against Dr_ Milispaugh’s wheat regulations and 
His" Income Tax Bill. ‘The situation was favourable because there was. public 
Atxety about the restrictions on the purchase of Wheat; political partien have 

cxciting popular feeling over the elections; the mula, led by Haji Huss 

i havo tees trying to work up religions fervour, and there was some agitation 
Over the arrests, particularly over the-unsaccessful atteupt 10 arrest prominent 
find notorious mullah, Seyyid Abul Qusim Kasha 

he Mia of the fate as publi a commaniqué announcing 
that 7 bad. recently teen made of «German eapionage and. sabotage 
Organisation which was preparing a revolt against the Government and plana 
for the destruction of railway bridges and tunnel, As'a number of Persians 
Was suspected of collaborating with the Germans the Government had arrested 
thean inthe interests of the nation and in fulftmeat of their treaty obligations 
TThe' public is requested to give information to the police regarding the above 
tentloned organisation or the whereabouts of Germans 

“There has, for some time past, been considerable il-fesling between the 
Shah and Qavam ce Sultaneh, and the latter's subsidised papers tve made many 
Attacks on the Shab. There was recently n meeting Beeween the two and 
reported Uiat friendly Telations-have been eatablihed. Tho" Shab in 
Teported recently to have met coe of the leaders of the Tudeh party. Aw thin 
Dparty-and Quam ca Sultanch aro both supposed to enjoy Rasslan tecking. the 
Bhi is now bolioved to te seeking Russian apport, One teary hts it that thin 

The return of Seyyid Zia ed Din Tabatabal which ve reported to be 


5 resigned from the post of Minister of tho Inter 
if Muhammad Tadayyun,titherto Minister with 


Appointmente—Ci 
7, (i) Seyyid Muhammad Tadayyun (F.0, 207-M.A. 288), Minister witho 
Portfolio, to ister of the Interior vice Hussein Sami’i resigned. 
i) lamir to be Farmandar of Khorratiabad, 
in) 


\d Karuhi to be Farmandar of Bijar. 
Marsan (Said ul Mulk) to be Governor-General of Wosteru 


Habibullah Muzaffari to be Director-General of the Ministry of 
mh 
(viii) Muhammad Mugtadir Mujhdahi to be Deputy Ustandar “of the 
2nd (Tehran) Ustan, 


Persian Forces. 
Army, 

8. Eight junior Persian officers have left for Cairo to be trained ina 
Driving and Maintenance Course, organised by G.LQ, Mideast 


Appointmente—Military. 

9, (i) Sarlashyar Hadi Shaquqi (F.0. 196-M.A. 270) to command the 
‘Sed (Azarbaijan) Divis 

(ii) Sartip Muhammad Hussein Firoux (F,0. 75-M.A, 4) to be Commander 
of the Air Foree 

(iii) Sarhang Azarpai to be Commander of the th Ardabil Brigade. 


Internal Security. 
Fars. 

10, Qaebgal brigandage has almost ceased, but itis appearing. to be 
increasingly likely that Nasir’s overtures to the Persian Government through 
his brother, Khosroye, has no object but to gain time for the downward migration 
of the tribe. Nasir hias refused the invitation of the Governor-General and the 
Persian General Officer Commanding to come to Shiraz, ‘There is good evidence 
that there are still Germans in Qashgai territory and that Nasir is now sheltering 
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the Deputy Nowbakht and his son who are among those whose arrest bas beet 
demanded, Nasir realises that. in face of the weakness of the Government and 
its forces he bas a strong position and it is improbable that he will abandon it 
until compelled to do so by force or the threat of farce. 

A.sarbaijin, 


11. There has been for some time past sporadic raiding by Persian Kurds 
across the Turkish frontier. Tn one of these raids, early in -Angust, the raiders 
were ambushed by Turkish troops and 39 of them were killed. 


Russian Affairs, 


12, The Soviet Vice-Consul in Kermanshah recently made an extended 
tour through Luristan, contacting several tribal chiefs. In Isfaban the Soviet 
Consultate shows 1 consistent interest in Bakhtiari affairs. There is no evidence, 
however, that Soviet interest in the tribes has any purpose other than the 
acquinition of information 

3. During the eleven weeks from the 1st June to 14th Angust over 16,000 
tons of Aid to Rusia supplies were carried over the Zahidan-Meshed route 


Postscript—Sartip Raamara has been relieved of his appointment as Chiel 
of the General Stafl and has been replaced by Sartip Riazi, a French-trained 
officer of some education and unquestioned honesty 


Tehran, Gth September, 1943. 





(B 8795/110/34) No. 59, 


Sir R Mullard to Mr, Bden—(Receiced 29th September.) 
(No, 305.) 

HIS Majesty's representative presenta hin compliments, to His Majesty's 
Principal Secretary of State for Forvign Affairs and has the honour to transmit 
herewith a copy of Intelligence Summary No. 37 for the period of the 
7th September to 13th September, 1043, compiled by the military attaché to this 
logation, 


Tehran, 15th September, 1943, 
ee 


Enclosure in No, 69, 
(Bevret) 
Military Attachd’s Intelligence Summary No. 87. for the period 7th September 
to 18th September, 1948 


Political, lpm 


has proval and hope of favours 


to conne by the public, whose fears were allayed by the Prime Minister's announce, 
ment that the Allies had given assurances that Persia would not be required to 
ter into any additional military or economic engagements. Many have expressed 
Fogrets that Persia did not earlier become a belligerent, but only fee fen ee 
‘aro these regrets sincere, ‘The consideration uppermost in many minds ts that 
Persia's association with the United Nations puts her in a stronger position 
ric@-eis, Russia after the war and may lead to some guarantees ‘of her 
independence, 

2 _A® justification for the declaration of war at this stage the Prime 
Minister in his speech to the Majlis mentioned the discovery of the Gernne 
Organisation whose object it is to raise revolts aainst the Government and to 
damage communications and he referred to the recent arrival of parachutists in 
Qashgai tervitory. | Thie wil serve Persians as saffuient defence againet the 
charge that they sat on the fence until the victory of the Allies was quite seriang 
and that their only object was to secure representation at the Pease Coofrenens 

3. The Shah bas sent telegrams to the President of the USSR, the 
President of the United States and His Majesty The King announcing Persis’s 


i 


fillerence to the pact of the United Nations and giving assurances that itis his 
inlention to continuo’ Ue ellcacions co-opeton alteady given hy Peraik 
towards the common victory 

4. The Prime Minister, who had been temporarily elated by his discovery 
that he had the unsuspected courage to take so definite a lino as to order the 
arrest of a number of prominent Persians and to face the Majlia with a 
Aeclaration of war, is again depressed by the Shah's evident elpleasure and by 
is encouragement of the opposition to the Prime Minist 

5. Although, particularly in the army. some attempt has been made to 
‘Spread the belief that the Allies sclected for arrest- ry No, 36, 
Paragraph 1—particularly patriotic Persians who st ‘ay of their 
Bling the putiic remains unexcited and the prem. after a few culburets, has 
Adopted a moderate tone. There are indications that the effect of the arrests will 
be good, and that the result will be a decrease in Uhe opposition to Allied, particn 
Haefy'o British, interests and entouregersens ws gurhine sapporiers ofS role 
of co-operation 

6. "The capitlation of Italy, althongh wot unexpected by Persians, was 
Accepted by most as impressive proof of the certainty of Germany's complote 
defeat and reduction to impotence. The main concerns of Persians, however, 
fry their own economic situation-high prices, the rappiy of Inead, insecurity 
‘And Russian post-war policy towards Persi: 

? In ae stiee ‘the country the elections, which should have boon 
Sompleted before the end of this month, have been temporarily poxtponed on ane 
Pretext or another. 

8. The Minister for War has been ordered by the Shah to form a committoc 
Under the patronage of Queen Fowzieh for the collection of funds for Russian 
wounded. It is believed that the suggestion that the formation of such a 
Tomitice would bo appropriate came fen the Ruseane 
Economic. 

9 The Cereals Department of the Ministry of Finance has published the 
following figures of undertakings for the delivery of grain signed hy 
itd of the abwoante actoaily collected ‘up to the date shown >-— 


District. Undertakings Collections Up to 
in tone. in fons, 

dazvin 1,831 672 2048 

4021 218 2043, 


20475, 3,000 2048 
17316 6A76 7.043 
Samnan-Damghan 22 26848 
Shahrad 87 2048 
Yeud z 7 2043 
Kashan 
urn " 265 7.943 
hurramabad 


Gulpayigan 113 
Buskire 754 
Arak 7 43, 
Hamadan 584 
Kurdistan 431 
Kermanshab 107 
Malayir 24843, 
Khuzistan - 843. 
Burujird 24843 
Fars 24843 
Kerman z 2843 
Zabal 2943 
Isfahan 5 2.943, 
Tehran 8759 11.943 
Mazanderan 7843 


Totals .., 134,892 82,677 


‘The amount which it is necessary to collect is 300,000 tons, 
10. The Price Stabilisation Section of the Ministry of Finance has fixed 
the price in Tehran of coal at 1,260 rials per ton and of charcoal at 1,200 rials. 
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Appoint ments— 


11L—{i) Theahim Khajeh Nouri to be Director of Press and Propaganda; 
(i) Zain-nl-Nbidin Qiami to be Farmandar of Seaneh (Kurdistan), 


‘The appointments of Lissan Sopehr as Farmandar of Kurdistan and of 
Burzu Kalhur as Farmandar of Shababad have been cancelled —see Summary 
No. 98, paragraph 7. 


Persian Forces. 
Army. 


sia, i2, The posts of Minister for War (General Ahmadi), Under-Secreta 

State (Brigadier Ansari) and Chief of the General Staff (Brigadier Rinzi) are 

now held by men who have consistently adyocated clase co-opera 

Britain and support of the American advisers. Generals Riaz 

honest and educated men, but it remains. to be, seen whether they are. strong 
ough to impose their ideas on the army. A beginning is to be made by clearin 

‘out some of the old and useless officers, but there will still remain a number 

educated younger officers of strongly nationalistic ideas who are opposed to the 

rant of authority to American advisers. 

13. As was last week's Summary of Intelligence, the then Chief 
of the General Sta dier Razmara, had resigned as a protest ag 
intervention of Ludian troops in the arrests of Persian military oficers in Isfahan 
and had later withdrawn his resignation. But a few days Inter he refused 10 
‘accept certain regulations drawn up by the Ministry for W. 


ulat 
Shal's decree making the C 


No, 35/ 
Officor P 


‘Stall to the Ministry for 
mara should be relieved of 
pas to a namber of ambitious 
d intended to work for the compulsory reticent 
° his fricnda These may be a disturbing element 
om . i iI will hortly be laid befe M 
will #hortly be laid bofore the Majlis asking for approval o! 
cagagsnent of Genet dey ‘and ot ore than iin Aiur es a 
military ndvisers to the Persian army. ‘The Persian Gove d °c 
o got as many as thirty officers immediately. remene Set ree 
Appolntmente—Mitiary, 

W(t) Sartip Ali Riazi to be Chief of the General Stall vice Sartip 
Haji Ali Rarmare OLA, 243) relioted z Boel 
Sa eee. Ghulam Ali Ansari to be: Under-Secretary of State for War vice 
Sartip Rint 

(il) Sartip Majid Firowe (M.A. 93) be Director of Pet wl 
Ministry for War. : peat tah 

(iy) Sattip Reza Quli Kerim-Ghovanlou to command the Cettral Adminis 
tte Dept m. a ommand the Ceutral Adminis 

¥ hang Mazheri to be head of the 4th Bu ener 
tea si th Bureau, General Staff, Army 

(vi) Sartip Mahmud Khosrowpanah to be Director n 
Minky fer P Director of Conscription in the 

Internal Seeurity. 
Fars 

16, An uneasy peace still reigns in Fars Nasir Qashgai leads 
itis Qava.al Mulk's presence in Shirae that Reve a Cae 
terms: He has clearly heen encouraged to hold’ out by the conciliatory reception 
given to Khosrow in Tehran, which he has interpreted—rightly--as am indivoion 
of the Government's weakness. ‘The Minister for War is now visiting Shires 
to examine the situation and the possibility of offensive action aan Xs 
consultation with the local authorities, 
Bakhtiari 


17. Abul Qasim has now come to Tehran, and it is 
followers will now disperse unlew the Persian army deserter” Copies 
an find money to hold them together. They are now collected at Auragun, where 
tery may still le some Germans. Captain Alavi has also been making overtures to 
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Surrender. Morteza Quii, in spite of the inevitable intrigues of bis brother kbans, 
Seems to be slowly making good as governor. There is a fair degree of peace in 
greater part of Bakhitiari and grain is coming satisfactorily into the collecting 


Armed Arabs under a leader, Zumail, have been for some time 
committing robberies with violence in the neighbourhood of Khorramshabr and 
‘Abadan. "On the Sth September there was an encounter between them and the local 
Bendarmerie which resulted in casualties on both sides and in the gendarmerie 
Temaining in control of the area. Some local authorities expect retaliation by 
the Arabs, 


Tehran, 19th September, 1943, 





(E 5829/110/38) No, 60, 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Eden.—(Reevived 80th September.) 
(No, 98) “ 
HIS Majesty's representative presents his compliments to His Majesty’ 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs and has the honour to tran: 
rewith a copy of Intelligence Summary No. 38 for the period the 14th to 
20th September, 1943, compiled by the military attaché to thie legation, 


Tehran, 2st September, 1943. 


Enclosure in No. 00, 
(Beoret,) 
Military Attaché’s Intelligence Summary No. 88 for the period 14th to 
‘20h September, 1043, 


Persian Affairs 


SLA'S entry into the war continues to have a good press, and public 
opinion on the whole seems to be relieved that it has received a clear directior 
‘Thore appears already to be an improvement in the public attitide towards the 
Allies. perhaps even a little pride at being--as Persians see it-—ranged alongside 
them in the march to victory 

2 The Government has isued a communiqué proclaiming, 

i) That laws and penalties applicable to m state of war will now be hn force 

UN crouphont te cousin, Ton aipagilr eeatin: txcebssing 
details and particularly those concerned with the safety of roads, 
railways and telegraphic communications 

(ii) That to have relations with or (o give assistance to the enetny will bo 
considered as high treason and punished accordingly. 

(ii) Any incitement oF action that leads to an interruption of road or rail 
communications or to the sabotage of national Tactories, workshops, 
‘mines or other economic resources will be punished in accordance with 
the laws in force in wartime. 

(iv) The dissemination of false news, op) to the foreign poliey of 
Persia, insults to the officials of the Persian Government or of Allied 
Powers and all actions that may disturh public order are absolutely 
forbidden. 

(¥) It is the duty of all officials of the Government to co-operate with the 
officials of the Ministries of War and of the Interior who are charged 
with the responsibility for the execution of these regulations, 


3. Scheily’s Cabinet is little more stable. The is said to be on better 
terms with the Prime Minister and the latter bas gained some confidence. But. 
the Government will soon again be in difficulties unless public anxiety about the 
bread supply can be allayed.- It is now acute, and an interpellation of the 
Government on this matier has been tabled. Differences of opinion between 
Dr. Millspaugh and the Government are known to the public and faith it 
‘Dr. Millspangh as a supplier of bread or a reducer of the cost of living is not high. 
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4. There has been a regrettable advertisement in the press of disagreement 
between Dr, Millspangh and the Minister of the Interior, Tadayyun. ‘The latter 
took exception to the issue of an order by Dr. Millspaugh for the formation of a 

unission to take a new census in Tebran which he considered necessary in order 
to chock the number of bread coupons in issne. The Minister of the Interior 
pointed out that the taking of a census was his business and not that of 

Dr, Millspangh, ‘The latter replied to the Minister's protest in a rather pro- 
Vocative letter which he published in the press. This called forth a retaliatory 
reply, also published in the press. This gives further material to those of 
Dr. Millspaugh’s critics who acense him of putting too wide an interpretation 
the powers given to him and of acting h and obstinately against the 
advice of the competent Persian authorities. That Dr. Millspaugh, in the task 
before him, should arouse strong opposition was inevitable. That he should have 
secure no greater degree of co-operation than fe has done is regrettable, 
5. ‘The Shah has announced his intention of visiting Khorassan shortly 


Beononic. 

6, The Majlis hax passed Bill granting a credit of 500 million rials for 
the assistance of under-paid Government employees. It is understood that the 
assistance is to be given tn kind rather than in cash, 

7. The Bill which has been before the Majlis since March—see Sommary 
No. 12(48: paragraph for the ime of Treasury Bonds to the limit of 
1500 million elale hna-now been approved. 

‘The press ainounces that bar gold of a weight of 20.71 ounces by 
recently renched from the United States Tt has beon delivered to t 
National Hank and will replace silver, tobe issued for sale, in the Iwcking of the 
roto fan. 


AppointmenteCheil 

%—(i) Abbas Quii Gulshayan to be Ustandar of the third Ustan (Eastern 
Axarbaijan), 

(i) De. Abul Qusim Shaikh to be Director-General of the Ministry of 
Commerce and Tndurtry 

(it) De. Ali Sajjadi to be Farmandar of Gulpaigan. 


Persian Forces, 


10, The following olficers have been put on the retired list ;— 


Sarlashhars—Abul Hassan Pourzand, Almad Muini (FO, 131; 
M.A. 174), Iraj Matbui, Hadi Atabai, Mubtasbimi, 

Sartipe—Habibullah Qadari, “Mehdi Quli Tajbaksh (P.O, 200; 
M.A. 291), Muhammad Ali Paria, Muhammad Marmand Ali Towfiqi 

‘Sarhang-—Maaud Titnadi, 


Z Internal Security 

11. Theto is no development of importance in the situation. Nasir shows no 
inolination to leave tribal territory, nor does Khosrow appear to have any inten 
tion of implementing his undertaking to sarrender arms captured from the 
Persian forces. ‘The result of the Minister for Wat's discussion with the 
Governor-General regarding future policy is not yet known. 


Bakhtiari. 


12. There are unconfirmed reports of concentrations of Boir Ahmadi and 
Janski tribesmen with aggressive intentions in the area south of Shahr Kurd. 


Tehran, 20th September, 1943. 


143 


CHAPTER V.SYRIA AND THE LEBANON. 


‘EE 3569 /507/89) No. 61 
Sir E. Spears to Mr, Eden—(Reoeived 2nd June.) 


fo. 32. Secret.) 
ir, Damascus, 8th June, 1943, 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to you herewith a report on’ leading 
Personalities in Syria 

Tn former years, notes on leading personalities in both Spria and the Lebanon, 
and on French officials in the Levant States, were combined in a, single report. 
Now that these States have acquired a Ineasuro of independence, T consider it 
Sppropriate to submit _n separate report on each, and to suppress the section 
ag with French officials 


of 
the 


1 have not hitherto had the opportunity of becoming personally acquainted 
with more than a few of the leading Damascenes, and I-am indebted for the 
fompilation of the present report to His Majesty's Consul at Damascus, who his 
assisted hy his own staff and by consular and political officers in other parts 
of Syria, 
Thave, de. 
E. L. SPEARS, 


Enclosure in No. 61 
Inpex 


Report on Leading Personalities in Syria. 


‘boochar: Suleyman Sylvain ; 
Akt Bol Stans 
‘jlo Stun ‘iam, Saian Monyyac 
frat She rime Aa 
‘essodres IU, Tabhan Aaah, Rat 
oul 
apdin, Kha 
n 


Arwetiogl. Dr, F 
‘Krmanari, Najib eal, Husa 
‘Ama’, Staonal asl, Mula, 
‘Aenlan, Araie Ade. Baraat, Mustafa 
‘Arslan Arai Shekib Haran, Najib Agha 
Asal, Sabe Barmada, Mtstats 
‘Assioun, Fathalla Barua, Fabbri 

i Adnan, val, Hh 

ec, Ha} Atel 

‘Atasal Pai 
‘Ataaal, Heahem a cl 
‘Russel, Hale. ‘32, Duhamel Hadi, Sheikh 
‘Alsesi, Mokarraen Dah, Ha Saini Sayer a 
tran, Ali oh 50, Dandashi, All Abdul Karim, 
‘Atraah, Amir Hosea 
Atraah, Soltan Dim Hi 
‘trash, Tewile Bey ol Elian, Meet 
‘Ayeah, Haj Mobarned a abl.’ Hadi 
Ayyoubl, Ata Bey al Fara), Bishop Antoine 
‘Abi, Abd al Qader Farkul, Abdulla 
88. Azim, Beli al Muayyad al. Fotayal, Mobained al. 


(27005) 


ReSseSERE 

























































































Hatt, 
Halos, Wajh a 
Hoajjr, Alwnad ol 
Haye Agha, Hassan, 
Haakon, Hassan Bey al 





a Pond 
Hal, Mabased Pasha Tneddine oh 





Hanbal, 
Har 
Hare, Mahomet Khel. 
Woaihd, Abu al Hada al 
5, Haan, Bubhi al 
Hose, Asie 











Mirai, Hike 
Horna, Faron 
Horan, Akram, 
Hibbi, Yahoos, 






itassan Bey 


Ane dwar a 
Amir Balt a 
‘Inoid, Mobarned 
‘owharh, Tabain 


Moghab 
Rekhin, Kushal 
Riva, Hn} Ab, 
Khai Rage Bey. 
Khoi, Avi ot 
Khali, ahi} Bey a 
Zebi wh 
% 











Kurd Al med 

Kyrie TX, ‘Moghabyhah 

Lada, Youu 

ft Mauaaranl, Haj Sulaiman 
Maatosk, Khalil 





0. 
141, Maraahll, Haj Fate al 
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142. Mandar, Haidar Bey, 


Hd Mandaus, Khalil 
HHS Manda, Mobstoed Rasbed Pasha 





140. Miki, Bait Y 
THO. Mohamnened cl Faraj ce Salamal 


‘Shaikh, 
VSI. Mudarres, Mohamed, Khalit 
152) Modarres. Non 
19h. Mujhers Ben Mubsid, Amin 
od, Hassan, 
L 









td ates 
1h. Samy, Dama Alu 
161, Newel, nu Saleh. Shaikh 


bah 














Qos 
‘Queab Hasean, Colonel Theahim 
Gita, Ola 
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ily. Brother of 

1. Abbas, Munir—Born about 1905, Of good Alawite family. Brother of 
ica ‘Mohafiz of Alawites. Well educated in France (law), Mini 

Sr'Publie Works and of Poste and Telographs in Hasan al Hakia Government 
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(September 1941 to April 1942), again in Husni Barazi Government (April 1942 
to January 1943) and again in Jemil Ulshi Government (January 1043 to 
1943). Very intelligent and tries to perform his duties well. 


2% Abbas, Shawekut—Born about 1905, Alawite. Son of Jabir al Abbas 
head “of Khayatin trite, and brother of Munir Abbas Gu 

Sted in Syria and in France. In October 1987, when the 
Mohafazat was first represented in the Syrian Parliament, was deputy for 
Tal Kallakh. On the tall of the Nationalist Government and the return of 
autonomy to the Jebel Alawite (1939) hecame Mohafiz of Alawite Province 
Quarrelied with Free French in 1041 and was sent into résidence forcée in the 
Lebanon with his Director of the Interior, Ali el Kinj (ro). Hi brother Munir 
made Shawkat's reinstatement one of the conditions of his joining Shaikh Taj 
ed Din’s first Gorernment in September 1941. Played. leading part ih 
Regotiations which led to reincorporation of Alawite Mobafazat in. Syrian 
Republic (January 1942), Well educated, intelligent, supple, hard working and 
capable, but is said to use his position as Mohafiz for the benefit of himself. and 
bis family. Has cooperated with Allies in wheat matters. Speaks excellent 
Ten 


8. Abouchar, Suleyman Syleain—Born Damascus about 1800. Greek 

+ Herre his secondary edvcation ag a civil engineer. in, Louvain, 
Belgium. Has had experience in Mexico. Chief engineer of the Public Works 
Department, South Syria. Speaks French and English. Tatelligent, capable, 
straight. Hot-tempered and dislikes being contradicted. Co-operated fully with 
British army on their arrival in Syria. 


4. Ahmed, Suleiman el—Born about 1875, Alawite. Member of the 
Kalbiah tribe (cide Saqr Khair, Mohamed Bey Jneid) and one of the chief 
Teligious leaders of the Alawite,’ Learned and universally respected, Member 
of the Arab Academy in Damascus. His son, Mobamed, ai Arab poot known an 
“ Badawi el Jebel,” is now a Natiovalist in politics, He was at first a Separatist 
and secretary to Ali Kinj in the Department of the Interior in tho Jebol Alawite, 
‘vat, quarrelling with the French over their administration, became a NationaliaL 
member of Syrian. Parliament for Banias, 1937. Went to Iraq in 1080 ne 

Arabic, Violently anti-Fronch and believed. to have supported 
Rashid Ali Keilani against the British, Returned to Syria in 1941 and has been 
living a life of comparative retirement. 


5. Ajlani, Munir-—Sou of Darwish Ajlani. Born Damascus, 1910. Studied 
in France, where he graduated as doctor of law, Author of n book on Syrian 
Constitution. Elected Deputy 1936, At ontsct of Nationalist nigime he, with 
ed Din Ma’moun, Ahmad Samman and Mohamed Sarraj, orgunined the 
Tron Shirts" (an organisation based on Nazi Brown Shirts) and was ono of 
the commanders until it was taken over by Nizhat Mamluk, 1937. Soou after, 
‘tmovement was suppressed by French following disorders in Aleppo and Latakia 

Although his age had been amended by Nationalists to enable him to become 
Depat {minimum 30), be bitterly opposed Nationalists in Parliament. Tn 193 
he and Zeki el Khatib were arrested and tried for writing a manifesto attacking 
Nationalist Government but were acquitted. 

When Dr. Shahbandar returned to Syria, Ajlani supported him and remained 
‘one of his intimates until Shahbandar's murder in July 1940, when he gradually 
ceased his connexion with the party. 

In September 1941 he was appointed head of Shaikh Taj ed Din‘s secretariat, 
and when on the 17th April, 1012. Cabinet was reshuffled, Shaikh ‘Taj made him 
Minister of newly created Ministry of Youth and Propaganda under Husni 
Barazi. | Was a member of Jemil Ulshi's Government (January 1043" to 

sh 1943) occupying the same Ministry, the name of which was changed to 

ry of Social Affaire (January 1045) Married on the 20th August, 1942, 
the daughter of Shaikh Taj, 

Conceited and tactless individual, vacillating yet obstinate. Tp considered 
8 good speaker by Arabs. By his tactless handling of Boy Scouts nearly brought 
about a crisis, 

6. Akras, Michel —Maronite Archbishop of Alej po. Born 1877. Educated 
in the Maronite College at Beirat. Conceal British. Consulate archives during 
the Great War. Probably the most sincere prelate in the Aleppo area, but neither 
his health nor influence are strong now. He hopes forthe continuance. of 
Enropean influence in Syria, 


[27005] ar 












































































































































148 


7. Alexandros LIL, Takhen—Born in Damascus in 1869, where he was 
educated in the Greek Orthodox School. His brilliance and his steadiness led to 
his being sent to the Ecclesiastical College in Constantinople. In 1804 he 
returned to Damascus and two years later went to the religious academy in Kiev. 
Studied for a few years in Moscow. In 1903 he was appointed Bishop of Adana 

1 Tarsus, but was bully received by the population there and resigned in 1806 
Tn 1908 he was appointed Bishop of Tripoli and remained there until 1990 when 
he was elected Patriarch of Damascus by the Damascus electors bat not by other 
mombers of the electoral college who elected Arsanios, Bishop of Latakia. A 
schism resulted and the three other patriarchs (Alexandria, Constantinople and 
‘Terusalem) sent representatives to conduct an enquiry into the election. They 
finally gave their opinion in favour of Alexandros. The schism, however, 
persisted unti] the death of Arsinios in 1932. Alexandros has been criticised 
for his weak handling of the Epiphanios revolt in 135, which resulted i 
formation of an independent church in Latakia in 1996, ‘This indepe 
community existed until 1939, when the French High Commissioner threatened 
to declare it illegal, Since that date Epiphanios and the Patriarch have been 
reconciled. ‘The Italian attack on Greece in 1940 brought Alexandros into the 
‘pen as an outspoken supporter of the Greek cause in spite of the presence in 
Syria of an Ttahan Armistice Commission and in spite of the pro-Axis leanings 
of the French Vichy authorities. As he supported the Greeks, so he supported 
the Allied cnuse-under the same circumstances. The traditional Russian support 
enjoyed by the Orthodox Church in Syria having ceased in 1917, the Orthodox 
community under Alexandros has drawn nearer to the Moslem Syrian Government 
‘and, on the whole, further away from the Latin Chriatian community which has 
‘enjoyed the protection of the French Mandatory. Alexandros maintains relations 
‘with the Anglican Church both in Jerusalem an in Kngland. Does not interfere 
in politics. Pleasant and cultivated. 


8 Ali, Emir Suleiman ¢—Born Solemieh about 1886. Ismaili (follower 
of Agha Khan), Landed proprietor and n leader of his co-religioninte of the 
Solomich area. Used as an arbiter in various tribal disputes. Sincerely pro 
‘Allied; a weak charactor and a pacifist 


9. Anbari, Colonel Tahsin—Born in Damasens about 1895. Falucated in 
tho Military School of Constantinople, Served in Syrian Gendarmerie in which 
he rose to the rank of Tieatenant-colonel under the French Gendarmerie Mission 
Tm June 1961, just before the withdrawal of the Vicky French was appointed 
Director of Seourity. Appointed Acting Director of the Police in Septem- 
for 1041 ‘under the Sheikh Taj régime: and later Director-General of the 
Gendarmerie with rank of colonel. A very capable man and generally feared 
Tein almost certain that he has taken advoniage of his situation to make money by 
illegal methods, possibly in collaboration with the President of the republic. 


10. Ani, Abdul Razeag al.—Dorn Deir oz Zor aboot 1890. Sunni Moslem 
merchant. In close touch with Sheikh Mujher ihn Muheid (9.9), Sheikh Dabam 
el Hadi and Sfouk al Yawar of Iraq to whom he acts as agent and banker. Has 
tnany yelations in Iraq, Takes part in politics. Was Deputy for Caza el Bab in 
1936 Parliament, 


11, Antaki, Naim —Born Aleppo 1900. Educated in American University, 
Beirut. Of the Greek Orthodox Communion, A lawyer, he formerly worked with 
Maitre Lovis Zaidé and was at one time Dean of the Order of Barristers ot 
Aleppo. Has visited India, Secretary to the Syrian delegation in Paris for the 
conclusion of the Franco-Syrian Treaty. On his rettren be became, in July 1937, 
Director for Foreign Affairs, ut resigned in December 1097, being dissatisfied 
with the way in which he was ignored by his Moslem colleagues whenever 
important decisions were to be taken. Took no part in polities from fall of 
Nationalist Government (1990) until selected as Minister for Provisional Govern: 
ment of Ata Bey Ayoubi in which he held Ministries of Foreign Affairs and 
Public Works (March 1943 }. Is lawyer of Syrian Petroleam 
Company, Formerly an ardent Nationalist, his views are now considerably more 
moderato’ although he retains his great admiration and friendship for 
Jamil Mardam. Intelligent and trustworthy. Quite well disposed towards 
British. Speaks English and French, 


12. Aphrom, [. Mar Ignatius: Barsum.—Syrian Orthodox (Jacobite) 
Patriarch of Antioch. Born 1884. Educated by the Dominicans at Mosul and 
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Teceived into the Roman Catholic Communion. Subsequently reverted to his 
original Church and was ordained in it. Became Patriarch with residence at 
Homs 1932. His community extends over the Middle East and India (whence 
he draws considerable funds), Very aware of his own importance and that of 
his Church. Like most Levant churchmen, mingles politics with religion. 


_ 18. Aractingi, Dr. Yusuf—Born about 1885. Educated at Jesuit Colley 
in Beirut. Director of Public Health. In the Turkish Army Medical Corps 
during the war. His brother, Jean Aractingi, is a well-known bacteriologist of 
Damascus of French education, who is married to a German, sister of the wife 
of Said Bey al Yusuf. 

Ardent Francophil and tries hard as Director of Public Health, but not 
with marked success. His chief fame is in the collection of old Syrian curios 
hhonsed in his private house, which is rather a show place. 


sg Me Armanazi, Najit—Born about 1900. From Hama, Docteur en Droit 
(A titre d’étranger’”) of Paris, Was private secretary to President Abed, and 
s0 anathema to Taj ed Din, who persuaded de Martel to oblige Abed to get rid 
of him. Now 100 per cent. Nationalist. Appointed private secretary to 
President Atassi in 1987, Since the resignation of President Atassi (July 1939) 
has been unemployed. Lives in Damascus. Is married to daughter of Sami Pasha 
Mardam Bey and is therefore brother-in-law of Jamil Mardam Bey, with whom, 
however, he is not on good terms. 


15, Arna’ut, Ma'Aruf—Born about 1895, Owner and editor of Damascxs 
daily newspaper Fara al Arab. Member of the Arab Academy of Damascus, and 
Author of various works on early Arab history, notably a life of the Prophet 
Has been aubsidised for some years by Nuri Pasha Said of Iraq and, for that 
reason, backs him, For same reason is pro-ANlied. 


16, Arslan, Amir Adel—Born about 1890, A Dros (brother of 
hoki Arsian (ie). Was pro-Turk in the War and enjoyed Kaimakauip in 
the Lebanon. Member of the Party of Independence 1919-20. Took an active 
Part in the rebellion of 1925-26 and was condemned to death by the French, 
Amnestied in 1987. Expelled from Egypt in 1931 after anti-Ttalian agitations 
Lived for some years in Iraq. Accompanied Syrian Prime Miniater to Paris in 
1937 to discuss ratification of Franco-Syrian Treaty, and subsequently returned 
a, where he received a warm welcome. Has several times visited the United 
ngdom. where he has business interests and where he was connected with Arab 
tro, Figured on the Palestine Black List (1987 and 1930), Worked with 
Yon Hentig and Roser from beginning of year 1041 to arrival of Allies in 8 
Tune 1941, when be fled to Turkey, when ho ix believed to 
With Syria. Ts stated to have trid to put Druses against Allies, In, Octobe 
1941 became head of “ Free Syrian Government " created by Vichy 


17. Arslan, Amir Shekib—Born about 1882. A Druse. Brother of 
Adel (yc). Was a Kaimakam of the Shouf in Lebanon daring the war 
Collected £700 for war fund of General Officer Commanding, Damascus. 
Proposed the disarmament of the Maronites. Wrote violent anti-British articles 
in the Sharg newspaper of Damascus Is credited with recommending to 
joa Pasha the hanging of the Syrian Natiooalist: Was condemned to death 

French court-martial for participation in 1929-26 rebellion. Fled to Palestine 


to Switzerland, where he was Italian agent and propagandist. 

Pardoned in April 1937 and returned to Syrin a month later, Took activo part 

in Bludan Conference, September 1997, At ove time was a member of the Syrian 

Nationalist delegation at Genera. With Hivan Jabri (©) published, when in 
a 


. Arab Nationalist journal called the Nation Arabe. During the 
Abyssinian war was bought entirely by Italian Intelligence Service. Figured on 
the Palestine Black Appointed Dean of the Arab Academy in Damascus in 
1933. Prior to September 1939 was most prominent publicist of Arab nationalism 
in Europe. In September 1939 went to Berlin to help German propaganda in 
Arab couitrie and remained in Axie countries until now, working agniot 
Allies 

18. Assali, Sabri —Born Damascus 1901. Sunni Moslem. Took law degree 
in University of Damascus. 

Being of Nationalist outlook joined Nationalist Youth Movement and became 
its leader in 1940. Active in formation and control of Tron Shirts Movement 
until 1937, when it was disbanded. Joined up with Shukri Quwatli’s Istiklal 
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Party and became his principal lieutenant in 1940. Under Vichy régime was 

anti-Allied and organised in May 1941 Committee for Defence of fraq (i, 
ro-Rashid Ali). Arrested by Allies in February 1941 and interned at Rashaya. 
eased March 1943, Still has a following among students 


19. Assioun, Fathalla—Born 1899. A lawyer of the Armenian Catholic 
community at Aleppo. Moderate. Elected Deputy for Aleppo in December 1996 
(Fannary 1945.) 


20. Atassi, Adnan—Born Homs about 1905. Sunni Moslem. Son_of 
Hashem Atassi (q-r.) by whom be is used as contact man. Lawyer. During 
Nationalist Government was appointed Syrian Vice-Consul and atiached for 
instruction to French Consulate, Istanbul. Married Turkish woman. At one 
time suspected of pro-Ais activities. Inialligent and well edocated but weak 
personality 

21, A tassi, Haj Atef—Born Hloms about 1880. Sunni Moslem. Leader of 
tho Meslém community at Hows with great influence over religious leaders. 
Fanatical Mosk ‘anti-Christian. Has considerable political influence 
is foared for his outspokenness,  Weaithy, shrowd avd avaricious businessman. 


22. Ataysi, Fadi-~—Born about 1905. Son of former Mufti of Homs and 
cousin of Hashem al Atassi (g.r.), Educated in France (law). Had no political 
career but was Chief of Municipality of Homs. Became Sinister of Education 
in the Havin al Hakim Government on its formation in September 1941, but 
resigned early in March 1042 in pique. Chowen to be Minister of Justice, 
education, Social Affairs in Brovisional Government of Ata Tey Ayoubi (@.7} 


(March 10 ). Weak character and very boastful, being over prow 
af his education. Afraid of losing his permanent job as Head of the Municipality 
on 


23. Avaeri, Hashem al—Born about 18865. Good landed family. Prime 
Minister and Prosident of the Constituent Amemibly under Feisal, and President 
of the Constituent Amembly of 1928, Went to Mecca to be one of the threo 
mediators in conflict between Imam ¥ ahya and Thn Sand. Succeeded Hanano 
‘ae loador of the Syrian Nationalist Blo in January 1086. Led the Syrian 
dolegation that went to Paris in March 1996 to negotiate a Franco Syrian treaty 
after the distarhonces of January-March 1936, A Nationalist who tempore 
courage with discretion. With the Syrian delegation in Paris his moderating 
‘and soothing influence was of great assistance to the successful conclusion of the 
troaty negotiations. Elected President of the Syrian Republic the 21st December, 
1036” On his election as President he resigned the leadership of the Nationalist 
purty, which was taken over by Shukri Quwaili. As President showed the same 
dignified tact and resteaining influence as he had done during the treaty 
negotiations Tis influence over the Nationalist party grew less, however, ax 
the Nationaliat Government took the bit more firmly between its teeth. Resigned 

ith the fall of the Nationalist Government on the 7th July, 1999, and retired 
to his property at Homs, where he had built himself a pleasant villa during his 
teaure of ollie. Had conversations with General Dentz about resuming oftice 
in March 1941 and with General Catroux in September 1941 and again in March 
1943, but oo each occasion without result, He has remained on his property ever 
since, He is regarded ax a respectable old man of moderate opinions, but 
somewhat paseé. A figure-head rather than a leader. 


A, Atassi, Hilmi—Sanni Moslem. Born Homs about 1905. Brother of 
Mukarram Atasai (g.¢} and ton-io-law of Haj Atef Atassi (¢). | Lawyer 
Leader of League of National Action Clever politician with considerable 
influence over the mames in Homs, Bitterly anti-French. Has been politically 
inactive for the last few years, even refusing Shaikh Taj ed Din’s offer of post 
of Mohafiz of Aleppo (February 1942), bat now shows signs of renewed political 
activity. 

25, Atassi, Mukarram—Born Homs about 1900. Lawyer. Nationalist 
Deputy, 1936. Moderate Nationalist in politics. Honest and popular in Homs 


28. Atrash, Ali el—Age 82. Residence Imtane. Reads and writes Arabic 
and knows some French. No official position, but may be a man with a future. 
Politically minded and likes to think of himself as a leader of youth A 
Nationalist and supports complete union with Syria. Head of Najm section of 
‘Atrash. Popular, rich and generous Spends a lot of his time in Damascus or 
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Beirut and is reputed to be in love with Emir Amal el Atrash. Anti-French 
and, in consequence, professed himself pro-British at the time of the campaign 
6f 1941. Still professes himself pro-British, but is an adventurer: 


27. Atrash, Amir Hassan al—Born about 1908, Head of the House of Aeré, 
the leading house of the Atrash fami Hosband of the famous Emira Amal 
(ssabas), whom he divorced and remarried according to Moslem law (July 
141), Was Mohafiz of Jebel Draso until he was appointed Minister of Defence 
in Husni Barazi's Government (April 1042 to January 1943), taking the tance 
‘occupied by his uncle, Abdul Ghafiar Pasha, until the old man’s death in M larch 
1942. Was again Minister of Defence in Jamil Ulshi’s Government (January 
1943 to March 1943). Amir Hassan is a typical Druse, He is ill-educated, 
Stubbora, ambitious and avaricious. Despite his pretence of bei 
did nothing to help the Allies during the Syrian campaign 
hinder, Pretends to be bitte nti-French and accuses them of i 
his rivals in the Jebel to undermine the position of the Atrashes. Hi 
Sometimes be * jollied " into favourable action. Has flirted with Nationali 
‘and even temporarily with the French. 


28, Atrash, Soltan Bin Hamud Pasha el:—Born about 1875. (Soltan is 
@name, not a title) Family originally from Rashayn, migrated to Jebel Druse in 
1860's and beclame paramount Dreuse family there. Soltan is the head of the 
Kraiye house. which is junior to the Aere house, headed by Emir Hassan (7.0. 
Under the Turks, Soltari adopted wary tactics and avoided x conflict. In 1925-26 
tooke'n leading part in the Druse revoll and became a centre round which the 
Various insurgent leaders moved, When the revolt was crushed Soltan Pasha ted 
to Transjordan with his closest adviser, the Christian Ogla Qutami (g.0.), There 
he foutd sanctuary, although condemed to death in absence by French court: 

In 1987 returned to the Jebel but took no active part in politics, leaving 
Emir Hassan 10 dominate the Jebel. He retired to Keniye, content to live on 
hie past glory, which remaina considerable. During the campaign of 1041 Lok no 
part. In March 1942, after the death of Abdul Chaffar Pasha el Altranh, at that 
time Minister of National Defouce, was offered the Ministry of Defence, but 
tefused it. Soltan Pasha nnd Ogla Kutami wore awarded pensions for life by the 
Syrian Government as patriots and heroes of 1925-26 revolt, TIl-educated, of 
‘uall intelligence and with a repatation for meanness, he is crafty, and managed 
to inspire in the insurgents of 1925 contid ‘Hie remains the 
most important Druse.. Is inclined to be pro-Brit He feels, 
however, that the British have let him down, as they have told him not to intrigue 
against the Fighting French (and be hax abstained from doing #0), but have 
allowed the French to intrigue against him, undermining his influence in the 
‘Fete! Druse 

M. Atrash, Tewfk Bry ot—Born Suweida, 1800, Druse: of Suweida 
hoose of Atrashes, Locally educated, but knows’ a little French, From 1921 
‘onwards was 0.C. Gendarmerie in the Jebel, Pro-French and generally in favour 
of Britain. Is not liked by Soltan Pasha (his second cousin). Took no part in 
1925 revolt. A weak man, but respected locally. Succeeded Emir Hassan (7..) 
1s Mohaliz of the Jebel in July 1942. after three months as Acting Mohafiz 


30. Ayesk, Haj Mohamed «l—Born about 1895, Sunni Moslem, Promi 
nent landowner and merchant of Deir ez Zor. No political carver, but well: 
isposed towards the French, Good reputation in his district for honesty. 
Hetame Minister of National Economy in Hassan al Hakim's Government 
(September 1941 to April 1942), and again in Hasni Barazi’s Government (April 
1942 to January 1943); and again in J ‘shi's Government (January 1943 
to March 1943), Not very intelligent. but shrewd. Not interested in politics, and 
‘Spends lot of time in his district. 

$1. Ayyoudi, Ata Bey al—Born about 1877. Stnni Moslem, Head of the 
old ani well todo Damascvs family of Ayyoubi, originally of Chaghour 
Damascus, Claims to be Ansari, Was Mutassarif of Latakia and Kaimakam 
of Rashaya in the time of the Turks. Director of Ministry of Interior under 
Haggi al Azm (g-r-) 1921-24. and Minister of Justice under Subhi Bey Barakat 
i , 1924-25. Has gained the reputation of being honest. Entered abortive 
Mecticaa: ‘December 1931 on Shaikh Taj ed Din's list, but did not stand in those 
of 1932. Made Minister of Justice under Shaikh Taj ed Din's Government 
Mareh 1934. Nominated by French to be Prime Minister to replace Taj ed Din 
after the disturbances of the spring of 1936. Chosen by General Catroux to be 
Head of Provisional Government to ran elections, replacing Jamil Ulshi, March 
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1943, assuming the portfolio of the Interior. 1s on the board of directors of the 
National Cement Company. In Turkish times he was an Arabphobe—this has 


not been forgotten by the pan-Arabists. Resigned the office of Prime Minister 
in December 1690 to make way for a purely Nationalist Government. Wat 
appointed Syrian representative on Boord of Syrian Petroleam Company bj 
Rai ol Aim Government (104) planta pero and an experienced 
administrator, but has lost a great deal of his energy owing to advancing years. 
A moderate Nationalist pada wed 


32. Azm, Abd ol Qader—Born about 1582 Sunni Moslem. Studied law 

at istanbul Civil Servant until French occapation, then joined Syrian 

University. Dean of the Faculty of Law, Damascan 192%. Minister of Finance 

under Dama, “Apo to Noventer Gos, when be etured to Univenty 

Appointed Rector President of the Council of State (a legal body) 1 

to 1942. Retired 1042. ee 
Of Nationalist tendencies: respected in academio. circle 


38. sm, Bedi al Muayyad al—Born Damascus about 1865. Sunni Moslem. 
Rich landlord. Educated “at Constantinople, Deputy for Damascus. under 
Turkiah rule. Member and Vice-President of State Council under Faisal, 191% 
Minister of Education in Alaeddin Drouby Government, 1920 (July), Minister 
of Justice in Jomil Ulshi Government (Septomber 1920), After the departure 
of Feisal became Director of Justice under Haqqi al Azm (December 1920), and 
in 1923-25 was President of Damascus Stato Parliament and a member of the 
Federal Parliament. 

Minister of Agriculture and Commerce (October 1930-82), Acting M 
cf Tntorior (November 1981 to May 1982), Acting Minister of Public Wor 
1931 to dune 1932). After Shaikh Taj was obliged to resign position of Head of 
State, November 1092, was Acting: Head of State until May 1083, when fret 
President of Republic (Mohamed Ali al Abed) wax chonen, Syrian’ director ot 
the board of direotors of Banque de Syrie et du Grand Liban since 1927, Presi 
dont of the association of ox-Soldiers. At present leads a life of retirement 


Ghaleb—Born Hama about 1010. Sunni Moslem. Lawyer, 
richout and moxt feudal family in Homa. Member of Municipal 

to any political Strong character, well 

educated and Hax little influence in Hama, bat, with Damascus 
bucking, is thinking of entering polities 


35. Aam, Hagyi al—Born about 1875. Sunni Moslem. President of the 
Council of State. First Governor of the State of Syria (1921-24). One of the 
Fronch nominees for 1982 elections and accepted by the Nationalists, Made 
Prime Minister in the fret Parliament (1982). Found his Cabinet too much fot 

‘and resigned in 1934, when he waa replaced by Taj ed. Din, the High Commis 
sioner’s appointee, He was one of the original members of the “* Arab Club,” 
but to-day manages to compress his Nationalist ideals within a French frame, 
Owns cotton-lands in Faypt which, although heavily mortgaged, yield him a 
modest income. A wise old man, but spineless 


36. Azm, Khaled al—Born abont 1895, Son of Mohamed Pasha al Azm. 
Doos not take an active part in polities, except an occasional intervention in 
agricultural matters. Member of the Municipal Council, Managing director of 
the National Cement Factory, A mild pan-Arab. Appointed Minister for 
Foraign-AGaire acd Minister of Justice in the Bukhari Cabinet, March to May 

Under the influence of the Italian Disarmament Commission, was appointed 
by Vichy Erench (General Dents) on 2nd April, 1041, ae "Chef d'Etat’” and 
Minister of Interior. His régime lasted until September 1941, when it was 
replaced by.“ Independent "” Syrian Government with Shaikh Taj en Din as 
President. During Syrian Campaign he collaborated closely with Vichy French 
to preserve order ih Damascus. Daring whole period of ofc he showed Miwa 
to be under the influence of the Nationalists—especially of Shukri Quwatli, 

‘A rich landowner, very pompous, but intelligent and well-educated. Sus 
pected at one time of pro-German sympathies, but probably incorrectly. 


87 dem, Nazih al Muoyyad ol—Born Damascus about 1895. Educated 
American College, Beirut, and served as a minor official under Faisal in 
Damascus. Rebel leader in the 1925 Revolt and was sentenced to death by French, 
but had fled the country, At some time, on own admission, had run guns into 
the Yemen, In 1931 was amnestied by French and returned to Syria 
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Brother-in-law of the late Dr. Abdur Rahman Shabbandar (a fellow rebel), 
howe subsequent politics he admired but whose party he did not actively suppor. 
When Natioualists persecuted Dr. Shahbandar he was implicated in bomb attack 
on Jamil Mardam (1938) and was sentenced to two years’ imprisoument, but. fled 
to Transjordan, returning in 1939, after the fall of the Nationalist, régime. 

Whea Dr, Abdur Rahman was assassinated (July 1940) displayed great 
energy in tracing the assassins and their connexion with the Nationalists, 

ite his anti-Nationalist views, is not active in politics and spends most 
of his time ou his farm near Damascus. Is mainly pro-British, and could be 
desperate character. Rather temperamental and is tending to lost his grip. 


$8, Azm, Safouh Muayyad al—Born in 1896, Educated in. Damascus, 
Appointed Director of Prisons from 20th September, 1922, till 18th February, 
195. Appointed Kaimakam of Bab, Idbib, Hauran, Izraa and Acting Mohafiz of 
Hauran on 9th January, 1935, He occupied this post till 24th July, 1939, Under 
the Government of Directors was appointed Director-General of Police from 
2th July, 1989, till 19th June, 1040. Made Head of Municipality (Mohatiz 
‘of the town of Damascus) from 20th June, 1940, till 9th June, 1941, “Appointed 
Mohafiz of Damascus Province 8th June, 1941. 

"Appointed Chief of Police, Damascas, in September 1941, in succession tn 
Tabsin Bey ol Antari, under Shaikh Taj ed Din's gine | Was replace os 
Chief of Police in. ri] 1942 by Colonel Ibrahim Qassah Hassan, 

‘cousin of Navin Muayyad of Arm. Rather Shabbandavist in politics 
Totelligent and anti-Nationalist, . Easy going and not too efficient, Collaborated 
with the British while Chief of the Police. 

99, dameh, Adit al—Born about 1882. A diplomé of the Turkish School 
‘of Law. Whilst a political — in Transjordan he formed with his brother, 
Nabi al Azmoh (ye), the "“Jetiqlal Party,” whose first objective wan the 
‘expulsion of the French from Syria. During the 1925-26 revolt in Syria he 

lected. as treasurer of his party, largo mums of money from Palestine, Trans 
Jordan and other countries. After keeping more than half himself, he provided 
the rebels in Syria with money and arma on a considerable scale. His flagrant 
abuse of British political asylum earned him a contumacions condemnation by 
Freoch court-inartial, He was included in the general amnesty of 1037. On 
hs return he waa acclaimed as great patriot and given high fc in the Ministry 
of Interior by Nationalists in return for forming " Isuiklal Party." Buck in 
Syria he used his influence to repay the consideration he had received from the 
British authorities in Tranajordan and Palestine by facilitating the supply of 
‘arms and ammunition to the rebels in Palestine daring the distarhances of 1936 
and in 1937 in going a step forther in employing the Syrian Government 
machinery, from fi key position in the Ministry of the Interior, to assist the 
recruitment of bandite in Syria for thuggery in Palestine. On the fall of the 
Nationalist Goveroment in the spring of 1939 he Papen: ‘on leave to Trag, 
yhere he built « cinema with his ill-gotten gains Tn his absence (April 1940) 
he was condemned to twenty years’ Imprisonment for conspiring to overthrow 
te, Cenbell of Dicectors (uly 1998). Tn collaboration with Haj Amin Hussaini 
is believed to have had a part in the Iraq rising (May 1941) and fled to Turkey, 
where he is still believed to be, An unscrupulous political adventurer. 

40. Azmeh, Nabih al—Born about 1876. Brother of Adil al Azmeh (q,°.). 
Graduated from Turkish Military Academy in 1900. His advance in Turkish 
army was slow, as he was only a lieutenant when the war broke out in 1914. Was 
taken prisoner by British forces in 1916, but obtainad his release to join the Amir 
Faisal’s followers, where, like the Dake of Plaza Toro, be led from the rear. 
When Faisal was placed in ch: f the “ Occupied Enemy Territory East he 
was made Chief of Police, but fled Syria on the ecoupation in 1920. He 
was made welcome by the Emir Abdullah as a political refugee. 
brother formed the *'Istiqlal Party” in Transjordan, This 
ment, and be weat to the Hedjaz, then to Egypt and so to Palestine 
continued to foment trouble in Syria. He was one of the first of the 
Smnestied in the general amnesty af 1937 to return to Damascus. In August and 
September 1937, under the direction of the mufti of Jerusalem, Haj Amin al 
Hussaini, and in concert with the Palestinian, Muin al Madi, he organised the 
anti British pan-Arab Congress of Biadan. He has, in an astonishingly short 
time, considerably enriched himself from the subscriptions obtained by the 
“Palestine Defence Committee,"” of which he was prominent member. In 
‘December 1938 used his influence to try to create trouble for the French, and was 
implicated in plot against the “security of State,” for which he was sentenced 
























































to twenty years’ imprisonment and 20 years’ banishment. Amnestied November 
1940 at instigation of Italian Armistice Commission. Renewed his interest in 
politics (especially with Shukri Quwatli) and in May 1941 became member of 
committee to send recruits and money to Iraq, against British. Fled to Turkey 
during Syrian campaign, and is till there. 

X thoroughly contemptible rascal, who has betrayed his friends one after 
nother. : 


41. Babit, Nassowh—Born Damascus about 1905, of obscure parentas 
Ajlani (q-r-) in 1938 for his support of Shabbandar against Mardam. Remained 
supporter of Dr. Shabbandar until latter was assassinated in July 1940, when he 
and Fuad Qodmani became leaders of Shabbandar Party. 

‘A clevor individual of no principle - 


42, Bagdash, Khaled —Born about 1910 in Damascus, of Kurdish origi 

ot a family tamed Kutrash, Sonat Mtonlam.” Eduested ta Demassas: where he 
studied philovophy, Became secretary of Communist party in Damascus, 1928 
The Communist party was persecuted by the Erench and in 1934, following the 
dintribution of Communist leaflets, was suppreaved, Bagdash being coudemned to 
several years’ imprisonment He cocaped to Russia; where he attended. the 
Orientaf School of Propaganda. He now claims that,’ while in Russia, he met 
Staliti, In 1996 wont to Paris and obtained a special alnnesty through the Syrian 
delegation which, was negotiating the Franco-Syrian Treaty. Returned to Syria 
in January 1987 and resumed leadership of the Communist party. Again went 
into hiding ia Damascus at the outbreak of war when Communist party wna 
aupproaed, remaining there until Germany attacked Rusia (Juno 1961). Stated 
to be owner of Coumunist paper Saut ash Shaub, of Beirut. Popular among the 
working clans and good speaker. Said to receive substantial subsidies from 
Russia.” Speaks Arabic, Kurdiah, Russian, French. Ambitious, and prepared to 
make trouble, 


43, Bakr’, Fauei e—Born Damascus about 1880. Sunni Moslem, dest 
ton of late Ata Bay of Bakri. Landed family claiming devcent from second 
Caliph. There is also a clowly-rlaied branch of the farnily in Egypt. Has 
brothare Nasu (7), Sam, Beshir, Mazhar and Khair ud Din and sous Assad 
Fauzi was president of the Arab Club, Damascus, in Ottoman days and was 
condemned to death (in abecctia) by ‘Turkiah cour-martial for eertion” ta 
1916. Tn 1917 joined the Arab Revolt in the Hadjaz, hut does not seem to have 
played a prominent part. After Faital’s arrival in Damascus Fauri became an 
afta there. "Took leading part i the revlt of 1035 and was condeniiod to 
leath. Amnestied 1928 at request of Shaikh Taj ed Din a ion 
and fas no since, bon politfeally ac a) oe int ane ALAS aes 
ie Bakeis, haying lost mort of their wealth, have tried to retain thei 
influence by placing nie member of the fatnily in each political 7 oy 
tas ot ered the wel an tae sui eater ee 
jor Egypt for duration of war (Janu n order “to avoid 
complications for himself and Alling sinter hai nOt Toi 
‘nel himwelf is a stuid pull of a man and j ual hat he 
vee Batt hime 8 sin pall of & man and if sem unihely that he will 
4. Hakri, Mohammed Sami—Born Damascus 1890. Sunni 
Kauai and Namib (9.7), with whom he shares fatally propertios (selina), 
Eduonted Damacus, and has occupied various posts under Mi 
Last appointment, Acting Mobafiz of Hauran, 1941, whence 
Vetore ied a 7 
colourless individual with the well-known Bakri pri 
Natiovalist tendencies. Si eh ca 


, 45. Bakri, Nareib al—Born Damascus about 1885, Younger br 
us Sete Mara om Danan ste S60, Youge tether of 
‘wards King) Hussein. Joined Arab revolt in 1917. Chief Secretary to Faisal 
after occupation of Damascus. One of the leaders of 1925 Revolt, condemned 
{(2 absence) to death and amnestied with bis brother in 1928. Elected in 1931 10 
Syrian Parliament ax moderate Nationalist, and again in 1936 ns full-blooded 
Nationals” With Saadallah Jabri banished by French to Hametché in 1008, 
rerefore enjoyed prestige of martyr. Appointed Mohafiz se 
by Nationals Janoaty 1987, bat fowed io! fsa by Dries eee Ores 
Minister of Justice in the Haffar Government (February to March 1939), 


* — ‘of National Economy in Khalid el Azm Government (April to September 
© An inefficient and idle person who nevertheless commands a certain following 
a the lower classes of his district (Qanawat). 
46. Borakat, Subhi—Born about 1886. As an undistinguished officer in 
he hastily deserted in an Arab cloak on the approach of the 
1918. Has played, always unsuccessfully, many parts; rebel 
Fender ‘against the French tn the Alawite territory (020), Chief of State of 
spo as French nominee (1922), Presiden rina Federation (102 
President of the Chamber (Speaker) in 1932, In April 1982 a neurotic Sy 
Mident attempted to assassinate him. A" whole-hogger ” Nationalist, and 
father truculent, At present living in Hatay. 
AT. Barazi, Husni—Born aboot 1882. Son of Soloiman Agha Barazi, 0 
Fick landed Kurdish family of Hama, Minister of the Tnterior under Damad, 
W26," Deported on suspicion of assisting rebels in July 1926. Member of 
Constituent Assembly, 1925. Opposed by Nationalists in elections of 1982 and 
Was not elected. He was, however, appointed Minister of Education in Taj od 
Din's Government in March 1034, and resigned with Shaikh Taj in Febroary 
fed Mohafiz of Alexandretta in Januaty 19:17, he sought to prove 
vo his new Nationalist masters by intriguing with the Arab 


tics in the Sanja againat the Turks and the Mandatory: Bat wan aja in 
ov 


rember 1937, Appointed Mohafiz of Damavcus in’ March 1942. On fall of 
Hassan el Hakim Government (April 1942) was appointed by Shaikh ‘Taj ed Din 
President of the Council of Ministers and Minister of the Interior. Succeeded 
Faiz Khouri ox President of the Commission Supérieure of the Wheat Office 
Ji which capacity he promined to sccure large quantities of wheat, but did not 
relled with Shaikh Taj ed Din, posing as Syrinn patriot, thinking 
port of his colleagues, Matters came to.a head on the 7Uh January, 

‘all his colleagues resigned and ho was obliged to retire. 
h of character, but devoid of moral Tntriguer, and 
ng in Haxhiah, Until he assumed office was heavily 


48. Barusi, Muhsen—Born about 1900, A Kurd of Hama. Educated in 
France, when be married a Frenchwoman (she died in 1087), Professor at School 
Of Law and later (1941) Dean, Not prominent in polities, bat hns always been of 

‘and suspected pro-Nazi tendencies. Appointed Minister of 
‘Arm Government (April to September 1941). A would:be 
Intriguer. Rather ineflective 
Mustafa—Born Hama. about 1910, Sunni Moslem. | Protégd 
ft Hosni Barast (qe), who appointed him Tad of Mun ipality; consequen 
‘opposed by Najib Agha Barazi (g.¢.). Honest and generous, but weak admin 
trator, with no control over his council. 

50. Barazi, Najib Agha.—Born Hata about 1885. Wealthy landowner und 
head of Barazi family, who are of Kurdieh origin. Leader of Nationalist bloc in 
Mama and Deputy i 1990. "Most influential’ man in, Hama, but unpopular. 
Strong character and very ambitioux Cunning, polished, bat not well educated, 
Opponent of Husni Barazi (7: 

51. Barmada, Mustafa—Born Aleppo about 1885, Educated in, the School 
of Law of Constantinople. Governor of Aleppo 1921 to 1922. Lawyer: by 

rofession. Appointed magistrate in 1920 and is now president of the Appeal 
Roast of Dammcus. where he normally resides. Moderate Nationalist in politics 
Trt inactive.” Enjoys reputation for honesty and integrity as a judge and has 
‘considerable influence in judicial cireles, though little outside. 

52. Barudi, Fakhri—Born Damascus 1803, First became prominent in 
revolt of 1925. in which he took an active part. Elected Nationalist Depaty in 
7032 and again in 1996. [0 1938 he was Inspector-General of Tron Shiris, a 
Nazi-inspired youth formation. Exiled for a short period by French for his share 
in 1936 troubles. Fled to Transjordan in 1939 after discovery of “* plot against 
Security of State” and kept a low coffee-house in Amman until he returned to 
Damascns in May 1041 after formation of Khalid el Azm Government. 

"A fanatic Nationalist and a bitter xenophobe. As head of the National Arab, 
Bureau in 1998-39 actively aided Palestine rebels in propaganda sphere. A noted 
‘Arab orator in low style Arabic, unbalanced and a heavy drinker Commonly 
Accused of unnatural vice. 




































































33. Barwdi, Hilmi—Born Hama about 1900. Sunni Moslem. Educated 
in France and a wealthy landowner of notable family. Extreme Nationalist, bat 
Hives on his land outside Hama, so enjoys little influence. Suspected of being arm 
trafficker, 

‘A strong character and unscrupulous. 


54. Bitar, Husni—Born about 1885. Moslem. Undistinguiched career 
in Syrian Civil Service. Director of Finance in Council of Directors (July 1039 
April 1941), then reverted to Finance Department, Very stubborn. Not populat, 
No political importance. 


55. Bukhari, Nassouki al—Born about 1884. Prosperous landlord. 
Ex-Turkish officer. Educated in. Constantinople During 1914-18 war was 
brigade commander in Turkish army. Captured by Russians on Caucasian front 
Escaped from prisoners.of-war camp in Siberia through China. Returned 1 
Turkey via United States and Greece and given command of Turkish division, o& 
Palestine front, Went over to British when they occupied Damascus in Octobet 
1915, "In 1925 appointed Minister of Agriculture in the Damad's Government. 
In 1927 took olfice as Minister of Education, Formed neutral Government with, 
himself as Prime Minister in, March 1939, but was dismissed by French in May 
1930 as a preliminary to the appointment of the Council of Directors (July 1930). 
Since that period has taken only a mild and academic interest in politics. A mall 
of principle and well respected. 


56. Chatti, Abdullatif—Born about, 1885. Moslem. —Undistinguished 
carver in, Edu Department. Syrian Civil Service. Director of Education 
it Councit of Directors (Fuly 1990 to April 1941), After tncame Chief of Court 
‘of Accounts. Appointed Mohafiz of Aleppo in July 1942 on account of failure 
‘of Nabi Martini to cope with difficulties of Ravitaillement 

Not an outstanding personality; although faced with some opposition, 
appeare to have made a success of his mission in Aleppo. Politically 
wnimportant 


37, Daham ot Hadi, Sheikh—Born 1895, Wedouin chief and head of the 
Shammar Khrowa, Disputes the leadership of all the Shammar of Syria with 
his cousin, Meiza Abdul Mubven, who actually heads the Shanunar confedert- 
Lion, Alin laine heredivary leadership of the Iraqi & fi 
was ovicted by the Britiah, He is thorefore bitterly Jealo 
continually, contrives to undertine. hix position, Appointed Dep 
Joxirah tribes in 1996, Exiled in 1942 for obstructing’ road constructions and 
wheat purchase 

A proud and truculent sheikh, ignorant of his limitations and of world 
conditions, 


08. Dahr, Haj Sami Sayem al—Born 1896, Wealthy industrialist and 
head of a weaving business. President of the Aleppo Chamber of Industry 
Contributed largely to the Nationalist party funds and was treasurer of the funds 
collected. for Palestine, but became discontented with the policy of the Syrian 
Nationalist Government and resigned from the Nationalist bloc in March 1999 


59, Dandashi, Alé Abdul Karim —Born 1905 at Tel Kalkh. Member of 
the Danatch clan, A Sunni Moslem. “Studied at the Islamic College in Beirut 
Ul 1928, Joined the Scout movement in 1923 and has remained assoviated with 
it, In 1987 he took # group of Syrian Scouts to the Jamboree in Holland, 
travelling by way of the Balkans, Austria and Germany, returning through 
Franco and Italy. On this occasion he stayed for seme time in Berlin, and 
Potsdam, where he associated with Syrians in Germany, notably one of the 
Dalati brothers, who are associated with him in the Scout movement. From 1937 
has devoted most of his time to scouting and was elected Chief Scout in November 
1941, Is assoointed with the League of National Action, which was founded by 
hin cousin and of which his colleague in the Scout movement, Dr. Rushdi 
‘abi (g.,), is leading member. His arrest was ordered by the French in February 
1942, hut the order was cancelled at the end of March, and, shortly after, he 
paraded at the head of the Scouts at the review of the Syrian gendarmerie. 

Dandasht played an important part in the dispute tetween the. Scout 
movement and 1 istry of Youth and Propaganda under Munir Ajlani (g-c.), 
‘opposing Government control of the Scout movement. Since the Allied occupation 
has shown himself willing to co-operate and has taken part with his scouts in 
Passive defence exercises. Energetic and a disciplinarian, 
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ome, Michel—Born in Mardine, Turkey, shout 1905. Syrian 

Cattle. Was eines ia Aleppo wire hie family sled fn 1925. aerpreter 
to French Services Spéciaux 1923 to 1930. Appointed head of the Municipality 
‘of Kamishli 1031, which job be still retains. Took leading part in Separatis 
Movement in. the Jezirah in 1997 and 1999, He was awarded the Légion 
fonnear, Croix de Guerre and Mérite Syrien by the Syrian Government and 
“Nisban al Ifti bythe Iraqis for his work in the frontier provinss 
Capable nad intelligent, but allows his personal interests to influence him in his 
Polite postion, Speaks and writes Arabic, French, Turkish, Kurdish, and 
61, Drubi, Sabri-—Born about 1885, Wealthy landowner and head of 
Second most important family in Homs. He has never held office and has litte 
tical influence, being generally disliked. Avaricious, Inclined to be 


rrancophile. pales 

82. Klian, Michel—Born Aleppo 1900. Greek Orthodox. Professes, the 
ttost extreme form of nationalism. Ie secretary at Aleppo of the Nationalist Boe 
Is'main supporter of Saadullah Jabri (gir). Is considered more, unselfichly 
enthusiastic for the Nationalist cause than any other Aleppo. Nationalist 
Educated locally. hiauaa deine 

63. Fakl, Hamdi—Born about 1905, Educated in the Law School o! 
Damascus, Lawyer by profession, but during the Nationalist régime be wat 
Sppointed “ chef de cabinet ” in the Presidency. | When Hashem Atasei resigned 
he resumed his law practice until be was selected as secretary to Shaikh Tal ad 
Din in Soptember 1941, and appointed acting chief secretary when Munir Ajlan' 
Yacated that post in April 1942 Spenks French. Has no political past. 

‘araj, Bishop Antoine-—Greck Catholic. Born in Damascus in 1886. 
Recetas sadamechal copresaneailte in Egypt in 1922 and in Damascus in 1028 
Tatelligent intriguer. Rules his flock with a despotic rod. As a. Latin, hi 
sentiments have inclined towards Ttaly, but after the Allied oceupation in 1 
he concealed his pro-Italian propensities, Au arch scrounger. 

65, Farkuh, Abdullak—Born Homs about 1900. Greck Orthodox. 
Nationalist Deputy for Homs, 1036, representing minority. | Uncle of Michol 
Elian of Aleppo (q.c.), by whose influence he was nominated ber Tnveterate 
Eambler. Enjoys little popularity amongst Christians but cultivates Moslems 
only. 

66, Fatayah, Mohamed al—Born Deir ex Zor about 1860, Sunni Moslem. 


maty in in days of Ottoman Empire. P dent of the Munioipalit 
Dean in a a oO tts: Zor day S041 1 hl eh 


‘Ali in his revolt by touring the countey and trying to send recruits to join the 


Tragi army. 8 ier of the Nationalist bloc and on bad terms with the 
Fresh "Aithough'too ld to All his position of ead of taunicipality efficiently, 
he clings to it for the position it gives him and his party in the Deir ex Zor area 
‘and for the opportunity it provides of public appearance and specch-making, 


67. Fa'ur, Fa’ur Amir—Born about 1900. Chief of the El Fad! Bedouin 
(sedentary) near Lake Hula. ‘The lands of his tribe are astride the Syrin- 
Palestine frontier. Selle his lands in Palestine to Jews. Elected Deputy. for 
Kuneitra, December 1936. Strongly suspected of being engaged in smuggling 
farms and men to Palestine during the disturbances of 1987 to 1930. Was useful 
to British during and before Syrian campaign (June 1941). Went on pilgrimage 
No Mecca wintey 1941-42, and on retry spre a pro-Allied. propaganda, at 

‘of Ibo Saud. In May i942 toured Syria with Jamil Shamat, securing 

the abstattnes of ex: Deputies toa declaration in favour of the President of the 
nl ‘kh Taj ed Din. 

Republic SMe Fenithedt individual who has not maintained the renown of 

his family established by his father. Always playing at politics bat with no 

‘ion. Has the ambition to become a Minister. An agreeable but ineffective 


Sha‘alan Amir——Born about 1907. Grandson of Nuri whom 
hie succeeded on Initer's death in 1942 Even hefore he became chief, had a strong 
following “aa the Ruwalla,. ‘whom he commanded during their Razzi. 
‘Treacherously slew his rival and cousin, Farban bin Moshur, near Palmyra in 
‘April 1935, Has married both his sisters into Ibn Saud’s family, one to Thn Saud 
himself and the other to the Amir Sand, ‘These matches are looked upon by th 
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Bedouin as having a 

aving a political significance in connexion with the Ws 
razing lands and the Jau ? sy 1906-30 under the Nationa 
racing la the Janf Oasis, Was Deputy 1996-30 under the Nationalist 


During the British blockade of Vichy 3) 
contra mech ichy Syria (1941) condu 
tamuratcnd irae betnec Tranjordan and Spin. Duting Syrian Conpaigy b 
td the Rowalla rena viel neta although the Vichy French eave 
Damascus © which they largely surrendered on the Allied arrival i 
aaa. Tn 142 he was given proiable contracts by the Bech army 
his eater life waa spent in Syrian and Eetepeas eee. og me och of 
dignified character, respected by the other uropean cabarets, he is now a mare 
leading force in the desert. may become the 


69. Ghassi, Said al.—Born about 1895, To is 
sate nie Cin NT Se, 
ans epporting Shaikh Tj i Din” Powe for Nanaia pari 
pation k negotiations with High Commissioner's dele 
fame toa dediok (stn Sherif fsating on standing Seid el Chase witheo 
n candidatu mutation enhanced by not rt .m 
quent deals. Withirew 'mecond ime: in. faour Of ARP a ah oe a 
Gens drs et ohn 
1096 We post of Mohafiz of Latakin in Jam Appoin 
Director General of the Ministry of National Toonomy. 108 and Bea 
Franaral of Poste and Telegraph in 1838, but dismissed in 1939. Good natareal 
In tho Iaat two yonrs has been friendly with Turkish Consulace st PAP: 


70, Ghorani, Aviad —thorn Aley 5 
ts layer at Dermascon Law Schock ote tes 
of Aleppo. Made somo ati 

advocating. refo 

ment (Jan 

Speaks 


T. Hagar, Lutfp— andi 
re whan ite ar a) ae wscus 1888 of a family of well-eatablished 
Nationalist sympathies some mot 

1995. ""Accopted. post nt udminints 


‘inanee in the second VJ 
ito bear the 
murder o 
Ragtnd. "Returned to Syria after ti 
and the Government of 
ment of Khaled ley 04 
ahaa, which ta ‘ oT Hake 
ih is cousin, Wail el Nalat 


Not an extreme Natio D 
ofthe Nationalist lo, "A good second iden PeMAUY though. leader 


Sunni Moslem 
aseus, and took law 
ropritor of AT fushaa, 
of the Committee of 
is more moderate that it rival 


y Nationalist 

Nationalist Youth Movement.” His Yate tt ng 

Al Qabas (edited by Nejib Rayyess (9.¢.) ). 
uy 


‘A colourless individual 


Usually in opposition to Atrash 
;can also be a troublesome old 


man, has claims to land in Transjordan. Rich and mean 


the Zein ed Din family. 


74. Hajjo Aghs, Hassan—Born abort 


of Haverkan tribe of Kurds which moved into Syria aber Wane sey, Had 


into Syria about 1922. No specific 
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education, but reads and writes Kurdish, Arabic and Turkish, With his late 
father took prominent part in Separatist Movement in the Jezirab. Resides at 
Harsetché, where he is acting president of the Mohafazah Council. Pro-Ally 
‘and co-operative. 

75, Hakim, Hassan Bey of—Born Damascus about 1886. Was. an 
Inspector of Finance and later Director of Posts and Telegraphs in Faisal’s 
Syrian Government of 1918-20. He was held responsible for delay in sending off 

faisal’s reply to General Gourand’s ultimatum in July 1920. (It was the absence 
‘of a reply that provided the excase for General Gouraud to order French troops 
to advance on Damascus) Exiled by the French but had fled to Egypt and later 
‘Went to Iraq. ‘Then he obtained an appointment as manager of the Arab Bank's 
Jaffa branch. Ampestied in 1997, he returned to Damascus and, as a loyal 
Nationalist, was appointed Director-General of Wakf. Minister of Education 
in Bukhari Cabinet, March to May 1939. Later became Director of Government 
Agricultoral Bank.” In September 1941 became President of Council and Minister 
‘of Finance in “ Independent ” Syria under the presidency of Shaikh Taj ed Din, 
fs proclaimed by French, Quarrelled with President over latter's financial 
id with French over non-granting of various concessions of form to 
Because of his rather stubborn and limited capacity was on bad 
‘unable to pull together, Was undoubtedly 
pro: Britis y indiscreet in falling under the influence of unworthy 
ors. rave his enemies a chance to attack him because be openly 
Prodiaimed himself as opposed to the feudal landlords and because, although 
haterially honest, he provoked laws to benefit himself in small ways, In April 
1042 he was forced to resign, in rather unpleasant manner, after defying the 
President, and. reverted to former employmont a» Director of the National 
(Syrian) Agricultural Bank 

76. Hakim, Yum al—Born about 1875, Grek Orthodox from Latakia 
Brooght up in’ the Ottoman magintrature. Was president of | the Cour 
do Casaation, but accepted interim portfolio ax Minister of Justice under Damad, 
1028, at inwance of the French Tigh Camminaioner, reverting in 19B8 to hia 
judicial functions. Still a friend of the Damad, 

‘An old man who likes to he on good terms with everyone, 

7. Halabi, Fuad-—Born Damascus about 1905, Sunni Moslem, Married 
to an Atassi of Homs; formerly civil judge in Damascus and Homs, “Appointed 
Acting Mobafiz of Homs, 1942, and confirmed in Octobor, Repatod hotest a 
jndges and has shown hitnself an astute and capable ndministentor, Since his 

Zonfirmation, however, he hax d inplayed politi ambition, aad 20 hs shown 
himself reluctant to take x string line whon notablea are concerned. 

78. Halabi, Mohamed Parka Izeddine ¢l.—Born about 1883. Kdlucated in 
Istanbul. Residence Suweida. Under Turkish régime was a Government, official 
in Zebdani and Jebel Drom, Arab Nationalist, ‘Took part. in revolt. against 
French (1925), After rebellion went to Tranajordan. Financial position poor. 
Has co-operated with French and was liked by Colonel Bouvier, Said to have 
received £300 from de Gaury in June UML.” Son, Tewlik, medical officer with 
Groupement. Druse. Is considered suspect becntive he was president of a 
committee which collected money for the Iragi Ted Cross in 1041. This was 

robably dane under Viehy influence. Even if not reliable, he is not a flagrant 
jouble-crosser, Towards the end of 1942 teamed up with tho Fanir Tellal 
el Amer, in a series of mectings and deputations, complaining of the Atrash 
Saministration, Was made president of the O.C.1. Commission in Suweida in 
1949, but dismissed soon afterwards for corruption, Ts not intelligent. 


70. Hamzeh, Ave{—Born about 1903. Educated, in Damascus. Studied 
law in the Damascus School of Law. Member of the Court of Appeal, having 
Veen appointed to this post in year 1930. Appointed bead of the Damascus 
Municipality in April 1942 Member of a well-known Damascus family 
‘claiming descent from the Prophet Mohamed. Popular, pleasant, well-mannered 
and well educated, but rather weak. 


80. Homzmei, Said ¢l—Born about 1895. Member of the Hamzawi family 
who claim descent’ from the Prophet Mohamed, and who have traditionally 
‘Secupied the post af Nagib el Ashraf since the Omayyad Dynasty (685 to 750 4.0), 
‘The Hamzebs and Hamzawis are of the tribe of Bani Qoreish. 

Related by marriage to the Mardams. Appointed Nogib al Asbraf 
(castodian of tho cacred places) by Shaikh Taj ed Din in July 198. No political 
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past, Has a good library of Arabic books and is a great scholar of Arab law. 
and history 


Sl. Hanbali, Shakir al—Born about 1850. Lawyer. Mutassarif of 
Damascus, 1924. “Minister of Education under Damad, 1926-27. Minister of 
Justice, 1930, Acting Minister of the Interi i 
Nationalists, “Professor in the Syrian University, Intelligent, 
moderate, of no moment politically and unlikely to stage a come-back 


82. Harb, Nejib—Age 33. Education Arabic and a little French 

Residence Suweida. Newspaper correspondent. Supports Nationalist bloc and 
anti-Atrash. Has been imprisoned in the past for being pro-German. Has 

also in the past had the support of Ali (Imtane) Atrash. Is unreliable and.o 

fisher in troubled waters, Originally from the Lebanon, Came to Mjamer in 

1916 and attached himself to the Harb family there. Popular locally and a good 
eaker, Not well-off. Started a newspaper (Al Jebel) in August 1042, under 
patronage of the Délégué. Colonel Olive 


83. Hariri, Mohamed Kheir—Son and heir of Ismail. About 40 years 
of age. Executes all business deals on behalf of his father, who is now an old 
man and inactive. The most influential sheikh in the Hauran. Considered a 
large landowner. After the entry of the Allies into Syria he was one of the 
priseipal agitators for the co-ordination of the Hauran with Transjordan. 
ring the summer of 1942 be was a leading figure in the move for a Haurani 
Mobafiz. His name headed the telegram af protestation sent to General Collet 
on the 20th Angust, 1942, complaining of Husni Barazi's high-handed method 
for tho collection of wheat. This telegram demanded Barazi's resignation under 
Uhreat of non-co-operation with the O.C.P. Frequently travels to 
whore he has dealings with political personages. 
Has relations with French and British authorities Literate, but not 
educated. Politically conscious, ambitious and willing to ran with the hares 


A. _Hasribi, Abu al Huda al,—Born Damascus about 1889, Wealthy land- 
owner with properties at Qatana. Elected Deputy for Wadi el Ajam in 1932 
elections as French nominee, and again in December 1996, 

Moderate, sympathiser with Nationalist bloc, but not prominent in politics 


85. Hassibi, Subhi al—Born about 1890. Son of late Ahmad al Hassibi, 
who wns Nagib al Ashraf (Custodian of Holy Places) at Damascus. Agricultural 
engineer. Lieutenant in Otloman army (1914-18). Inspector of State Domains 
(1922-28), Acting president of the municipality, 1925. Was at one time 

resident of the Agricultural Bank, then director of the Locust Fisreais (1920-36). 

‘as a member of the Constituent Assembly, 1928 Strong Nationalist, but not 
poly: | Keon on his job intelligent and a good fellaw. Takes no part in politics 
‘bat farms his lands. Related by marriage to Muayyad et Azms (y-e). 

86. Hawash, Axiz—Alawite, Born about 1885. Chief of the Matawirah 
tribe living at Salita. His family fortunes, never great, have diminished to nuch 
fan extent that he has to rely om his tribe (which ix not rich) for financial support. 
Commissaire of Police in Beirut under Turkish régime. Resentment of favour 
shows by Fronch to other Mlawite leaders made him throw in his lot with the 
Nationalist Moe, and he was made Mobafiz of the Hauran (1130) and subsequently 
of the Damascus province whence he was retired in 1041. Lived in retirement at 
Salita, and was arrested by the Vichy authorities during the battle of Syria, 
Later released by Fighting French, who do not, however, regard him as reliable 
His aultude tothe Beta is equaly unreliable, At present living in Damnaacn 

A man of many marriages, Lavish, educated, but of limited intelligence, 
stubborn, courageous and popular in spite of his poverty. 


7. Hayani, Tawfg—Born about 1896. From Aleppo. Kaimakam of 
Douma in 1925 and Governor of Hauran, 1990. Secretary to the Syrian Govern- 
ment after the dismiseal of Shaikh Taj ed Din (1932). Acting Governor of 
Damasous during the elections of April 1982 President of the Manicipality of 
Damascus, 1936, and Mohafiz of Damascus. Dismissed March 1942 and shelved 
in Council of State. 


OF no political importance. 


88. Hayati, Yahya. —Born about 1885. Ex-Turkish officer. Stadied at the 
military school in Constantinople. and rose during the 1914 war to the rank of 
golonel. After the occupation of Damasens he became a supporter of Feisal 
‘Took a leading part in 1925-26 revolt against the French, and afterwards 
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5 ypt. Condemned 
exaped to Transjordan. Later joined Dr. Shahbandar in Egypt. Cond 
fo death by the French, bot amaestid in 1896," Returned to Syria, und in, 1088 
was appointed Director-General of the stilibom Ministry : 
Since then has done nothing, although his name was mentioned in 1042 as a 
ate directorship of police. : 
seclaved to be quite iplet dad n strong character amounting almort. 10 a 
mania. “A keen student of military science, and accepted as expert military 
‘omunentator in the ex-Turkish Officers’ Club 
flu, Jabba el—Born Latakin about 1900, Gruek Orthodox. 
Unscrnpulsae seltsccker and! member of the Parliament for” Salta, Jebel 
ea: bishop of Aleppo. Born 
indich, Gregoire-—Armenian Catholic Archbishop of Aleppo. Bo 
eh Scere ene eet re 
Aleppo family with political connexions. A brother Kime Minister 
Finance. Formerly known as a Francopbil; after his brother's resignation fro 
Finance Ministry he became a vehement eritic of the French audm 
in Syria, and later became just as critical of the 
aa et clate whose interesta are more temporal than spiritual and who is not 
much trusted lolly. ; 
91, Hindich, Henri —Born 1808. Partner in Hindieh Frdren, one of the 
lerable Aleppo business houses. Syrian Minister of Finance under 
Shaikh Taj ed Din (1084-36). At one time Francophil, but after hin resign 
tion he became a critic of the Freach Administration in Syria, and it now very 
hostile to the Syrian Nationalists. Is neither influential nor popular 
92. Hiraki, Hikmat.—Born about 1895, Prominent Moslem landowner of 
Maaret-en-Noman (Aleppo region). No political career, but always friendly to 
th French. ‘On ety gon terms with the Beowins of hin district and with bit 
own tenants, being Kindly. Became Minister of Ravitaillement in, tho Haxaan al 
Hakim Government (September 104 to April 1948), again in Hosni Barns 
Government (April 1943 to Janary 1048) and again in Jamil UIshi's Govern 
ment (Januaty 1948 to March 1943), Was also appointed Deputy to sFomil Ulshi 
as President of the Wheat Commission. A peasant. Shrowd. 
88, Homsi, Edond—Born 1997, on of Albert Hom, «private banker 
itorests in) Egypt, who did Tuceative boxinows with Tut 4 
Minister of Finance (March to October, 1036). Member of Syrian delagntion for 
the concion of the Franco Syrian Teoaty in 1896,” Elected Nationaliat Deputy 
for Aleppo, Dacemier 143 ‘Took uno charge of the British Convalate at 
‘Meppo during 141 evacuation and hax always heen outspoken in bis Britis 
sympathies. Ts intelligent and pleasant, if somewhat indolent. : 
5 forani, Akram.—-Born Hara about 1915. Sunni Moslem. Lawyer 
Bsargmiet eades of onih Party at Hama. Intelligent and hae ‘onniderae 
influence over young 10 dling. sone of notables, in spite of hin anti-feudal 
vere Hebb, Yohanan Barn about 1889 at Jezirat ibn Omar, Turkey 
Es ‘at Catholic College in Mosul, where be worked as teacher and preac! 
eared tary vs he Catholic Mision, “Syrian Catholic Archbishop of 
A'conhemed xupporter of the Nationalists, and Inter of the 
ement in Jezirah, in 1ST with th Syrian Catholic 
Patriarc nal Tappount, and succeeded in securing from the French 
Fae Care rows safeguards for hie community bn dJeirah, bn 
was obliged to remain in Beirut for a time in 1098. In 1990 was again 
Tounceted with the Separatist agitation in the Jesirah, which coutribated to the 
downfall of the Nationalist Goverament in July 190, During Vichy seine ty 
iy and helped Allied troops during the occupation 
een ila an astate politician who ably proteda the intaresta of bis 


flock. 


junaidi, Mohamed al—Born Deir ex Zor about 1890. Sunni Mosk 
Rich tandiord and prendent of Deir ez Zor Chamber af Commerce.  Part-awn 
of Deir ex Zor Electricity Company and owner of several pumping engines along 
the Euphrates.” Supporter of Nationalist Woe and linked with Mobaned 


Fatayah (g-.) and Mohamed el Ayesh (q.r.), being. one of the strongest supporters 
of the latter. 
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Muraiki, Bishop, Lgnatios—Born about 1900. Greek Orthodax Bishop 

a._As usual with Levant ecclesiastice, more interested in politic tha 

chuteh matters and tries to get his finger in every pie. Plays off Moslems against 

French. Supporter of Nationalist Woe. At meeting at Aleppo (2ist November, 

1912) to commemorate Hanano, Nationalist hero, made a speech to the effect that 

there were no minorities. This roused uproar in the Christian and French circles. 
Clever and unscrupuloas, 


98. Hussaini, Rafia—Born Homs atoat 1875. Sunni Moslem. Member of 
important Moslem family. Wealthy landowner, Nationalist Deputy 1936. Used 
hy Hashem Atassi (q.0.) for his wealth and not for his intelligence 


00 Husrich, Fz2at—Born Damascus 1910. Sunni Moslem. Arabic educa 
tion Was a typesctter in newspaper olfic ial Arabi until 1942, when, 
‘on the death of the owner-editor of thi © became its editor. No 
political past 
Husiami, Rashid al—Borw about 1881 Occupied varioun logal 
i Goverment and retired from post ax Procureur-Cénéral of the Court 
on (1985). Until L941 practiced at the bar, ten was appointed Muhafiz 
at Hama. 
OF Nationalist tendencies, but is not active in politics Respected 


101, Ihish, Hussein at—Born about 1890. A Kurd, Son of Ahn 
al Ibish, Was formerly weil known in Cairo as dealer in racehorses 

sister of Abdal Rahman Yussef and inherited large properties near Darascts 
which he farms. Hunted big game with Prinas Yusef Kemal. Sportsman, 
Aftor muccoesion of bad. years with his farm, became rather short of money and 
left hi house in Damascus to live on hie farm, Owing to increaxed prices uf Inte 
is in better oiroumstances Takes no part in polition. but is in close touch with 
Bedouin who camp on hin lands, On account of his sporting propensities i 
popular with foreignore 


02, Lbish, Nuri ul—Born abont 1895. Youngor brother of Hussein. Was 
at Cirencoster Agricultural College, - Vary like his brother. who ie bie partner. 
103. Ibrahim Pasha, Hanan Puad-Boew about 1366, Kurdish Monlew. 
Medical practitioner and expert in forensic medicine. Prominent mom 
nalist Woe at Aleppo, He has a big influence aver the p 
ie known ax ** Abouna.”” An ardeat p a 
Deputy for Aleppo Decomber 1956, he 10819, 
wax riot aeepted by the Chamber. Degp health, his influence remains 
eonsiderable. Principal opponent of Sandutlah Jabri (g.e), One of the extreme 
Aleppo Nationalists, Hi tainod friendly contact with the Uritish. His 
brother, Jaguil, wax arrested by the British in September 1942 for hoatile attitude 
‘and propaganda, 

104, _Laa, Yusvf at—Born Jaffa about 1880. Greek Orthodox. Deported 
by Turks for Arab nationalism. After Great War came into confliet with British 
authorities in Palestine for opposing Zionism and came 10 Damascus, where he 
founded newspaper Alef Ba, Leader of anti-Zionist demonstrations 12%. 
‘Took an active part in elections of 1932, siding with the Nationalists, but failed 
to be elected. In his paper he continually attacked British policy in Palestine, 
thongh during Palestine troubles he took a yery moderate line and on onthreak 
of hostilities became frankly pro-British, remaining so, to his personal loss 
during the Vichy régime. 

‘Quarralled violently with Munie Ajlani, Minister of Youth and Propaganda, 
Novomber 1042, over the creation of the Journalists’ Institute, which he boycotted 
Canin of Ta al Ian of the newspaper Falestin of Palestine, 

Yusuf Isa is the best journalist leader-writer in Damascus and his paper is 
the mgt widely read. As ho isin failing health, he tends to leave the editorship 
to his stall 


105. Ivhag, Said Bey—Born 1807. Elected Christian Deputy for the 
Jezirah in 1094, deapite the opposition of the Syrian Nationalivee “One af the 
leaders of the Separatist movement in the Jezirah, 


108, Jabi, Dr. Rushdi—Born Damascus 1902. Sunni Moslem. Doctor of 
Medicine of American University of Beirut 1926. Doctor to Damascus Munici 
ity 1038, Is more interested in social and political activities than in medicine. 
‘Sinco early 1920's has been associated with Ali Dandashi (g.r) in Syrian Scout 
movement. Member of League of National Action (1936) and on good terms 
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‘with Nationalist bloc, who made use of Jabi's scouts for political demonstrations 
opaganda. Implicated in plot against the security of the State and 
Babi} al Khatib (July 1939) and fled the country to Transjordan, where he 
imprisonment and twenty years’ banishment, and only returned to Syria in 1041 
When charges against hini had been dropped. In 1942 appointed president. of 
Higher Scouting Committee and participated in movement to oppose affiliation 
of Scouts with Syrian Ministry of Youth. Eventually came to terms and was 
Nominated head of Higher Scout Committee. His brother Jamil, also a member 
of the League of National Action (a Germanophile), fled the country on the Allied 
‘ceupation. ¥ 
Not a prominent nor pleasing personality in spite of his position, 
107. Jabri, Ihsan Bey al—Born Aleppo about 1885. Brother of 
Sa’aduliah al Jabri (g-r:). Deputy for Aleppo in the Parliament at 
antinople during the Turkish régime and for a time A.D.C. to the 
Sulian, Returned to Aleppo afier the war and proceeded to Damascus, where he 
was Chamberlain to King Faisal dori jatter’s short reign. led with 
King Faisal at the time of the French occupation of Damascus, first to Palestine 
and then to Iraq. In 1924 he was d by the Syrinn Arabs to go to Geneva 
to uphold the catise of Syrian independence at the League of Nations in company 
With the Druse leader, the Emir Shaki Arslan. Sentenced to permanent bani 
ment from Syria and remained in Europe working for this cause from 1924 to 
1037. Amnestied in April 1937 and was Mobafiz of Lattakia in November 1937 
to April 1939. Was actively amociated with bread strikes in Aleppo March 1941 
After Allied occupation remained relatively hostile. Arrested the 4th September, 
1942, by British for comtact with Axis (auypected), 
‘A hot-headed Nationalist extremist who, on account of his family associa. 
tions, carries come weight. 
108, Jabri, Soadullah—Born Aleppo 1800. An extreme Nationalist who 
helped organise armed opposition to the French in 1920 and who has worked 
‘ince. Was a member of the Syrian delegation for the 
Was clected Nationalist 


returning only 
bably under the 


Jambort, Satim—Born 1878. Merchant, President of the Aleppo 
Chaunber of Commerce. Formerly Syrian Minister of Public Works, but resigned 
‘Since he was not prepared to endorse M. de Martel’s draft treaty. A 
moderate Nationalist, he was defeated in the last Syrian elections. Minister of 
National Economy in the Hafiar Ministry (Febroary to March 1930) and in the 
Ministry of Nassouhi al Bokhari in March to May 1999, Agreeable and generally 


respected, but hardly a live wire. A leading and respected Francophil 


0. Jebara, Hasson Bey—Born about 1897 at Alekandretta, where he was 
ciucated in the French Callige des Freres, Worked in the Deutsche Paletinn 
Bank and on the Bagdad Railway before the 1914 war. After the armistice of 
1915 he supported the French, and in 1942 was appointed Director of the Finance 
Department in the Sanjak of Alesandretia, Went to Geneva in 1087 to assist 
the League of Nations experts in drawing up the statute of the sanjak 
Supported the Alawite element in the sanjak, which be has done much to 
onganise. Expelled from Alexandretta in August 1938 and appointed Director 
of Finance at Aleppo later in that year, Appointed Director-General of Finance 
by Khaled el Azm in April 1941 and combined thie with the directorate of Supply 
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Being born in the Hatay, he bitterly resents its cession to ‘Turkey, 
especially as the Turks confiscated his property there. Until outbreak of wat 
was persons non grate to Turks. 

An able financier and believed to be honest, bat a timorous personality 
although of stubborn character. Not liked on account of his coldness. Politically 
inuctive. 


LL. Jesairi, Amir Ja’far al —Born about 1895. Curator of Arab Museum, 
Damascus. Son of Amir Taber. Nationalist sentiments, but does not appear it 
polities. Cultivated, honest, but of no account. 


112. Jesairi, Amir Said al—Born about 1872, Head of the Algerian 
fumily who migrated to Damascus when the French oecupied Algeria. Proud of 
descont from Abd-al-Quder. ‘Takes himself very seriously. Headed electricity 
boycott, Italian hoyvott and Hejaz railway agitation during the summer 

Has properties in Palestine and so likes to keep in with the British authorities, 
Up to the neck in debt. Narrowly excaped being sold up in 1931. His son, 
Abdul Razeq, tried to murder him in 1934, because of his supposed stinginess 
Not very clover nor entirely sane. Rather a joke with everyor 


113. Jirjiug, Wodih. Bliae—Born Latakin about. 1900. Member of the 
irjius Syrian Orthodox family which is Tespected and important in Latakin 
Fdueated at Damascus, Doctor of Law. Khalil Jirjus, tho natural head of the 
family, being a Govern , Wadih Elias has taken poli 
the family and wax Syrian Orthodox Depnty for Tel Kelokh 
Very friendly to British and opposed to. Ere 

d to have been the causo of hix exile by Free French in 1941. Opposed 
to the Obeid family. A young man nace wher 
haw already got on the wrong side of the law. 


114. dneid, Mohamed —Born about 1885 Alawite, Chief of the Rasha- 
winah section of the Kalbiah tribe living at Sathab in the Masiaf di Is 
very popula Owner of extensive properties on which he has 
recently red f ihe Syrian Tobacco Monopoly to 
supprom tobacco amuggling, overthelean, to help em On 
bad torms with Suleiman Murshed (7.¢.), jealous of the Abbas and Kinj families 
Deputy for Maxiaf in Syrian Parliament, 1987, Maddie aged, calm and. reason. 
able, Keeping on good terms with the Administration and tho French as. be 
consider this to be in. the interest of his tribe, For this reason the other leaders 
in Alawite area and in Syria regard him as spinelens 


N19, Jowhari, Tahsin al-—Born Deir ex Zor shout 1800. Sunni Moaled. 
Educated in Tatanbul and Tater in French Agricultaral College in Algeeia 
Dircctor of Agrculture in Alexandrotta and later Inspector of Finance, Aleppo. 
Appointed Mohafiz of Jezirah in June 1942. A Nationa 

Cinted with Saadallah Jabei (g.0.), Willing worker 

‘oF as a result of the ineliciency of hin 


116, Kabbara, Sami—Born Damascus 1904 Sunni Moslem. Doctor of 
Inw of Montpellier and Genova. Diplomé of the“ Institut des Hautes Etudes de 
Droit International.” Chief Clerk to the Speaker of the Syrian Parliament 
1982/83, Owner and editor of newspaper Al Nidal 

‘As a personal friend of the late Dr. Shabbandar, is opposed to the 

ralists Claims his paper is independent. "A well educated man, tat not 
considored intelligent. 

U7, Kahhale, Habib—Born Damascus 1893. Greek Orthodox, Fducated 
American University, Beirut. Was a Deputy for Damascus to the Syrian Repre- 
sentative Council in 1924 Proprietor and editor of the weekly humorous 
magazine, AL Mudhek ef Mubki—which enjoys a wide circulation in Arab 
countries anid which deals with polities. 

‘An accomplished after dinner speaker who has often broadcast. An oppor 
tunist of moderate Nationalist outlook 


118, Kailani, Abul Qader—Born Hama about 1875, and is now head of 
Kailani family, descended from the 11th century namesake Rich and respected 
‘on account, of ‘religious prominence of family, Trained in law in Istanbul 
Deputy under Turkish régime. Minister of Agriculture under Shaikh Taj ed 
Din, 1923-29. Nationalist. Xenophobe. Wrote to Rashid Ali during Iraqi 
Revolt (1941), urging him to continue to fight and has corresponded with Amir 
Adbullah. Now old and mentally deranged. 
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ilani, Nessib—Born about 1896, Of Hama. Deputy for Douma 
im 1982, French ‘nominee. Non-party. Not reelected in 1936. Has almost 
succeeded in dissipating the sufficiency his father left him. 


190, Koyali, Addurrahmon—Born 1600. Educated in the American 
University of Beirut. Married oto the Mudarres, family. King Fasals 
Chamberlain at Damascus, Promi Nationalist and fined to erg 
moderation. His influence is probal might be expected. Intell 

but not masterful. Elected National for Aleppo in 1938, Min of 
Education and of Justice in the former Nationalist Government. Went to 
Geneva in December 1936, to put forward the Arab claim for Alexandretta. 
Sent from Damascus to Aleppo in Fe to npologise to the Brench for 
the Tron Shirts clash with the French Gendarmerie. Mivister of Education and 
Justice in the second Jamil Mardam Cabinet (July 1937 to February 1939). 
Minister of National Economy in the Lut Hatlar Cabinet (Febenary to March 
1890). Kacwn for hia peacefll ealings and his Anglo Saxon sympatile 


121, Kecati, Ruilolphe —Born 1885 in Cairo, Roman Catholic. Dictor of 
law of Paris, Lawyer for the ‘us Municipality 1981/39, Owner and 
Gditor (assisted by his son André who also xpeaks on Damawus radio) of 
Damascus French language daily Le Matin. D.N.B. agent at Damascus fre 
1935 to beginning of war, Supported Axis whenever it paid him in Vichy year. 

Complete opportunist and clever lawyer 


122, Kekhia, Raghed—Born Aleppo about 1860. Educated at Melkia 
School, Istanbul, where ho was contemporary of Faix Khouri (q.t-), Connected by 
marriage to moderate acction of Jabri fay iterod civil veevi0e aud at etd 
of Great War wax Kaimakam in Aloppo region. In 1928 made president. of 
Court of Appeal, Damascns, and during Nationalist nigine wax appointed 
Protident of Council of Stato—u job he lost when, on fall of Nationalists, he was 
taade member of Court of Assize. On the 17th April, 1M, wax appointed 
Minister of Justico in, Husni Barazi's Government, bat was not reappointed when 
Jamil Ulehi formed his Government on the Sth January, 1943, A Nationalixt, but 

ch a weak character that bis views do not mattor. Tn ‘except ahah 
intriguer. As judge of irreproachable honesty. Holds pan-Arab views and is 
xenophabe, 


123, _Kekhia, Rushdi—Born 1905, Belongs to.a well-known Aleppo Moslem 
Suu lected! Deputy tor Aleppo 
L speeches in. the S 
ist boo March 1939, Supporter of 
Hassan Fuad Ibrahim Pasha (against Saadallah Jabei (7.0). 


Haj Adib, Received  olomentary 
education in Damascus undertaken various 
contracts in Palestine, 


Was pro- Axi, 
Syria) met various Nationaliat leaders in his hotsa. Worked aa a contractor to 
. Plausible, specious, intrigner, 


Sagr Bey—Born about 1890, Alawite. Leader of Kalbia 
Alawite. Member of the Administrative Council of the Alawi 
Province. Resides at Rasionn, near Jableh. In 1936 supported Ibrahim Kinj 
(y.r,) int his opposition of union with Syria, but now supports Nationalist. party 
for teasoos of teyonal politics. as he considers that the Hrench support his vale 


Not intelligent, ill-educated and coarse, 


128. Khani, Asis Et—Born about 1885. Educated in the School of Law of 
Constantinople." Was for several years Director of Awkaf of Datnase 
Appointed Qudi of Aleppo in August 1920 and of Damascus in 1040, Physically 
and mentally robust. Has always been a partisan of Sheikh Taj, whose eldest 
daughter is marred to his son Farid, nicknamed the “' Damad,' — Respected 
because of his position, strong personality and honesty. Promoted in October 
1942 to 2nd grade. 
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127. Khatib, Bakij Bey al—Born about 1893 in the Lebanon and educated 
fat the American College, Beirut Appointed a Government clerk in Faisal 
Administration (1919-20) and weit to Palestine on the occupation of Syria by the 
French, He returned in 1923 and obtained a minor Government post. . During the 
revolt of 1925-26 Bahij Bey served in the Ministry of the Interior and earned the 
Foputation of being a pro-French official. He afterwards served under Shaikh 
Taj ed Din in 1928 and us private secretary to Haqgi Bey al Azm in 1032, thus 
incurring the displeasure of the Nationalist party. He was then sent as Mohafiz 
to Deir ee Zor until 1094, when Shaikh Taj ed Din, once more Prime Ministet, 
appointed him Administrative Inspector in the Ministry of the Iuterior. He also 
filled the posts of lead of the Municipality and Director-General of Police. In 
1937 the Nationalist party, who had come into power, dislodged him on. account of 
his alleged pro-French sympathies. He was, however, retained in Government 
service on French insistence and did much to quieten down the situation in the 
Jebel Druse, where he went as administrator in November 1987. Did equally good 
work in the Jezirah in 1939. When it Government under Jamil Mardam 
olved and the Cor sd, be became (9th July, 1939) 
it of the Council of Directors. a Goverument of civil servants. He 
istered Syria wisely and efficiently until April 1941, when the Council was 
replaced by the Khalod al Aem Govwrnment, In June 1999 a group includit 
Najib and Munir Rayess, and believed to haye been hired by Nationaltsts, plotted 
to murder him, bat the plot was dixcovered and culprits arrested. They were 
subsequently released at the orders, it is lelioved, of the Italian Disarmament 
Commission (November 1940). Di w the Khaled al Azm Government Babi) 
cannes his old ae of Inspeotor-General of the Interior, but on formation of 
Shaikh Taj ed Din's Government (September 1941) he relucté ‘rench 
tof Acting Mi if several dis- 
lementation of promise. of 
interference with internal depast- 
Cabinet was reformed after fall of Hassan al Hakim 
(18th “April, 1942), Babij again reverted to pont of Inspector-General. He is 
younger brother of Shaikh Fuad al Khatib, prominent figure of Arab revolt, and 
later Prime Minister of Tranajordan, and great Arab poct and anglophil, 
He has earned the unusual reputation of being w painstaking and. honest 
public morvant, Speaks French and English fluently. Not above. politieal 
Intrigue, for which he iv well placed, owing to his wide contacts 


128. Khatib, Zeki al.—Born about 1800. Not known before the elections for 
the Constituent Assembly, 1923, Lawyer. Nationalist Deputy in 1028 and 1932 
Inflammatory speech on 'the 20ch December, 1981, contribited largely to. the 
troubles of that day. Ts am extremist. Quarrelled with the Nationalists (of whot 
he had been a leader) over the terms of the Franco-Syrian treaty. Not re-elected 
in 1986 elections, On return of Shahbandar (197) was actively arsociated with 
him until former's death in July 1040. Became Minister of Justice in Hassan al 

fakim's Government September 1041 fall in April 1942. Was attacked 
'y Shuhhandar party beeause ho did not appoint S ivandarista to ofc and 
resigned from the party in March 1042. Weak and 
inoffective. 

129, Kiowri Fares al—Born about 1875, Brother of Faiz Khouri (¢.0) 
Educated at American College at Beirut. Wax a dragomat) at British Consulate, 
Damascus, from 1890 to 1900. Lawyer. Minister of Finance under Faisal, when 
he discreetly lined his pockets, “Minister of Public Instruction under Damad, 
1926, Deported some months later on suspicion of assisting rebels, thas winning 
martyr'a crown of glory and confidence of Moslems. Well-off. Chairman of board 
of directors of National Cement Company; professor of the School of Law, but 
fesigned in 1941; legal adviser to the municipality until 1942, when be passed it 
to his son Suhail. “Took leading part in the gecieral strike of 1996. Went to 
Patis in March 1936 as member of the Nationalist delegation to negotiate « 
Pranco-Syrian treaty. Deputy, December 1936. Elected President of the 
Chamber of Deputies (Speaker) on the 21st December, 1998, in recognition of his 
services to. the Nationalist Moe in the treaty negotiations Since fall of 
Nationalist Government in 1939, has played no active part in politics, althongh 
he continues to hanker for his old post of Speaker to Parliament,” Despite his age 
still mentally alert. Is.a prudent and skilfal, if unscrupulous, politician, who 1s 

his religion, on good terms with the Moslems 


0. KAouri, Pais al—Born about 1891. Greek Orthodox. Dean of the 
Faculty of Law at the Syrian University, Damascus, from year 1941 to 1943 
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Educated by Irish Presbyterian Mission, at American College, Beirut, and at 
Law School, Istanbul. “Originally Protestant, but converted to Orthodaxy in 1933, 
as laticr community had representative in Chamber and Protestants had not 
Elected. to. the Constituent Assembly, 1928, as mouthpiece for his. brother 
Fares (g.0.), Noted Nationalist. Nationalist Deputy in 1992 with great 
following among university studenis., Played a leading part in the frst session of 
Parliament and again during the general strike of 1936. Re-clected Deputy in 
December 1936, Hlead of the Damascus Bar, 1996 to 1940, Minister of Finance 
fand Acting Minister for Foreign AMfairs in the fifteen day ministry. of 
Lafti Haflar, 1939. Minister for Foreign Affairs under Hassan al Hakim, 
September 1941 to April 1942, and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Minister of 
Finance in Husni Barazi Goveram 
French over concessions of form to Syrian ind 

Tn agreement with Lebanese, struggled to 

mans.” Framed badget “for 1942 balanced. (on paper) with 
ceeds from new taxex on income and agriculture. Was prosident. of 
Commission supérieure to monopolize Syrian wheat, and displayed considerable 
fnergy and courage. Was attacked by landlords, &...as being @ Christian and 
corrupt, and forced to resign presidency of Wheat Office in July 1042 When 
Tamif Ulshi replaced Hussi Barazi ax Prime Ministor (Gannary 1943) F 
Khouri gave up the Ministry of Finance, retaining only the Ministry for 
‘Affairs; one of the reasons for this being that it was fell that, as a C 
hho was ‘not in a strong position to enforce taxation projects. “He remained in 
office until the fall of the Ulahi Goverument, March 1943, 

‘Aman of moderate opinions of considerable intelligence who tempors hin 
tundoubted ainbition with prudence. Speake good English and French. Deapite 
his religion, ia on good terms with Moslems. 

131. Kinj, Horn 1895, Alawite. Brother of Ibralim (7.6) 
Director of the Interior in the Alawite Adm an exiled 
by Free French, together with Shawh 
aamimer of 1041, but lator returned to his p 
1043 by Damascus Goverment, but appears to have refaeed to accapt hax 
dixmissal, ‘The Abbas family tond to defend him aa they uso him for bis influence 
‘over his brother Ibrahim (g-e), who fears him, The credit for his salary in hin 
pont of Director of Interior was suppressed from the budget of 1943, Uncouth, 
Unintolligent, dishouest, tactless, intrigner,  Detested generally, expecially by 
Christians, ‘It ix believed he will be appointed Director of Agricultare for 
Alawite Province. 

132, Kinj, Jorahim—Bora about 1880. Alawite, of peasant stovk, Han 
rison to the leadership of the Hadadin tribe daring the last Lwenty to thirty 
Years, having wrested it from the Al Hamid family. Appointed president of 
‘Alawite Administrative Council in 1981. In 1988 opposed the anion of thi 
Mawito Province with the Syrian State and Alnwite reprewntation in. th 
Syrian Parliament, "Since 1015 hax backed the mandatory Power, and hax ben 
‘on good terms with the Abbas family (q-r) through his brother Ali (g.¢.). By 

by Lime-serving. poli bby tobacco, hashieh, and even arms 

j has accumulated both land a 1 politica is opponed Lo the 

altsé bloc, Bluff, more diplomatic than his brother Ali, iNl-educated, but 
shrewd and popular owing to hia lavish generoaity and horpitality 


13 Kurd Ali, Mohomed.—Borm 1875, Former, nowspaper editor. 
Ministor of Public Tustruction under Hagqi al Azm, 1921, and Taj ed Din, 
1928-82 "Daring 1914-18 war wrote ferocious leaders against British and 
French, and in 1021 was foolish enough to visit Jemal Pasha in Berlin and was 
dismissed by the French. Was made president of the Syrian Arab Acaden 
bat was removed from office in 1934 on the ground of his insufficient, knowledge 
‘of the Arabie language. Again became president of the Syrian Arab Academy 
in 1941 
‘Of no political importance, though a fanatical Moslem 

Kyrillos IX, Moghabyhab—Born about 1858 in Lebanon. _ Educated 
in Latutnon and at Home (1sf0-34). Greek ‘Catholic Patriarch since 1926, 
Ordained priest_in 1887. Formerly Bishop of Zahleh (1900). Generally 
considered auti-French, Tried to remove Greek Catholic priests from seminary 
Of St, Anne at Jerusalem (Peres Blanes) without success. Unpoptilar with his 
flock and the French High Commission, who pointedly zave Légion d’Honneur 
to hie Vicar-general, Spends half his time in Egypt and half in Syria and 
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Lebanon, Has recently earned hostility of Moslems on account of his efforts, 
Which were unsuccessful, to get the Christian churches to combine to send & 
dolegation to France in March 1986 to protect the interests of the “minorities” 
in connexion with the Frauco-Syrian ‘Treaty negotiations. A Vicar of Bray. 
Pro-Allied, but very senile, 


135, Liniado, Yusu/—Born about 1880. Jew. Son of Yahya Pasha 
Formerly a banker, but tow penniless. Counsellor in Criminal Court 

(1900-14), Judge in magistrates’ courts (1014-18). Member of Syrian Congress 

under Faisal. Member of Damascus Municipal and Provineial Councils. Deputy 

in 1928 and 1932. No party, but Zionist in feeling. Never opposes the 

Nationalists. Re-elected Deputy in December 1938, representing Jewish 

minority. 

‘A chameleon, but pro-Allied 


130, Moasarani, Haj Sulaiman.—Born Homs about 1905 of humble family. 
Sunni Moslom, Chemist, Extreme Nationalist who, by demagogic methods. 
acquired political influence. President of Muslim Orphanage, Homs, and. local 
neorotary of Nationalist bloc. Nationalist Deputy, 1936. Several times 
imprisoned between June and October 1942 for harbouring Palestinian rebels. 
His brother, Abdul Hadi, is now interned. 


_ Maatouk, Kholil—Born Damascus, 1880, Greek Catholic 


Lis connexion with this pro-British party led the Vic 
plane ax a prisoner to France nt the onthreak of the Syrian campaign (June 1941), 
He was released by intervention of the Armistice Commission, An unpleasant 

peronality both in appearance and conversation, oxtentatiously wealthy, very 

Intelligent, very ambitious and quite unscrupulous. 


% ‘attacked by 
jettisoned by Taj ¢ Head of 

the Damacux Bar (1040 to 194%). Profesor of Taw in the Syri 
University. One of the best lawyers in Damascus (a partner of Sami Midani), 

Keops treo of polities 

Mamlouk, Nuehat—Born about 1882. Of Damascus Was educated 
‘and lator in Constantinople, where he obtained a military proficiency 
HMicnte, and 1h 1900 was commissioned into the Turkish cavalry. fn 1910 he 
as engaged in a panitive expedition against the Druses. Went in 191 on 
‘Turkish military miwion to Afghanistan. Joined Turkish Flying Corps in 1916 
and nerved with it in Persia and Iraq After the war he left the Turkish army 
n 122 joined the Syrian gendarmerie, Tn 1936 be was Acting Commandant 
of Police in. Aleppo, but was later retired on political grounds. In May 1836 
tw was called upon by the Nationalist party to organise and command the Hadidt 
(Iron Shirts), Tn January 1987 was appointed Commandant of Police in Aleppo. 
As. result of bloodshed during demonstrations provoked by Ironshirte in Aleppo 
‘and Latakia, the onganixation was dissolved and Mamlouk quiotly removed fram 
his offico (1637), Has not since been employed and has not been active politically 
Not popular, Militaristic. 3 


140. Ma’mum, Saifud Din.—Born Damascus 1898. Sunni Moslem. Doctor 
of law of Paris. Joined Nationalist Youth Movement and took active part in 
disturbances whieh preveded advent to power of Nationalist Government, 1936. 
‘Become leader of Youth Movement (1996-39). Was one of the commanders of 
the Iron Shirts, a Fascist-inspired emanation of the Youth Movement, until its 
dissolution in 1837. Arrested by French in March 1899, and amnestied as a result 
of pressure by Ttalian Armistice Commission (November 1940). Daring rest of 

ti-Allied. Arrested, but soon released by Allied Army on 

ia (June 1941). Tn autumn, 1049, became pro-Allied, and 
broadcast frot vi iddic East stations. Th June 1943 he sent a telegram 
to Nuri Pasha Said congratulating him on Iraq's declaration of war on Axis 
Vileoted vice-president of Damascus Bar. 
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141. Marashli, Haj Fateh ol—Member of a wealthy Aleppo Moslem family. 
Notorious pro-Turk during 1914 war, but joined Tbrahim Hanano in the 
Aebellion which he organised against the French and fought with him till 1921 
When he escaped to Turkey, where he owns villages near the Syrian frontier, and 
ietiled-in Gari Aintap. Opted for Torkish nationality and is euill persone grata 
to the Turks, in whose interest be is still reputed to be working, despite the 

tituide lavished on him by the Syrian Nationalists, Returned’ to Aleppo in 

ril 1937 on the proclamation of the amnesty and was accorded a triumphal 
reception. Is now living quietly 


142. Mardam, Haidar Bey—Son of Sami Pasha Mardam Bey. Born 
Damascus 1898. Graduated from Law School, Damascus, 1928, _ Married 
Damascus Christian and went to 
to municipality 1920-30. In 1936 appointed Ki y 
1938 (Nationalist Goverament) appottted " chef de protocole"” in the Foreign 
Office and in March 1938 appointed Acting Mohafiz of Jezirah. In July 1930 
Appointed Kaimakam of Idhb. In August 1941 appointed Mohafiz of Homs, 
Where he remained until June 1942, when he was dismissed becalise he was 
suspected by Syrian Government of carrying information to French. In August 
1942 he was appointed to Foreign Office as ** chef de protocole.”” 

Mildly Nationalist in polities, married to Christian wife, pleasant and open 
minded hut rather lacking in energy. 


Mardam, Jamil—Born about 180, Cousin of Sami Pasha. 
Nationalist merober o ubor of yarious depute. 
tions sent by Conatituen neh High Commissioner. Deputy 
in 1932 and Minister of lod a party of Syrian Arabs to 
try to effect win 1934. Was 
member of th Mareh 1086 and 

n tho 2st Decomber, 

‘quarrels over spoil a 
Ho formed now 

Cabinet July 
nd Munir Ajla weo-Syrian Treaty, 

ve details, H il when in automn of 

expite his vis rofuned to ratify the treaty 
Relations bet cteriorated to such a point that an 
S atually Jamil Mardam was forced 
‘were openly. ncedued by the press of great 
Shahbandar wax murdorod i duly 1940 Jamil 
hanidarists of complicity, MarJam, with a few 
nd the charge against him way dikmised by the court 
nfluence of the Italian Armistice Commission, Was in 
May 1141), but is believed to have 
ned to Syria May 1941 after 


‘When Sheilch Taj became President (September 1941) and Hassan al Haki 

Prime Minister, Mardam attempted miklly to organise opposit ; 
was not constitutional, In January 1 

Egypt, and, on his retur 
he enjayed the confidence of 
meat.” He repeated this man e 

interview with Nahas Pasha (Uhen Prime Mini pt), 
the Allies obliged him to live in the Lebanon and a communiqué was fsmed 
condemning his action. His political py suflered greatly from 
this action of the Allies Permitted to hanon (Octobor 142). 

An intelligent and subtle politician who prides hmeelf on his ability to 
accommodate himself to any situation, Avid of power. 


144 Mordam, Khalil—Born about 1890. Nephew of Samni Bey Mardam 
(gee) and cousin of Jamil Mardam (¢.«,), Wealthy poot: member of Damascus 
Keak “Acadenay. Speaks English and no French, "Has had no political career 


‘and has kept clear of politics. Was member of jury to judge BBC, Arabic 
wiry oulet. in Jerosaiem about December Mi Minister of Tducalion in 
usnt Barazi's Government from June 1942, and again under Jamil Ulshi 

(January 1943 to March 1943). 

‘A pleasant personality. Pro-British, but not interested in polities. 


































































































145. Mardam, Mohamed Rashed Pasha—Born Damascus 1363. Sunni 
Moslem. Wealthy landlord, Has two sons, Ibrahim and Mamdah 

No particular education. Under 1 jime had various judicial 
functions and was a member of Faisal’s S 

‘Takes no part in polities. 


146, Mardam, Sami Pasha.—Born about 1860. A rich landlord, but 
extremely miserly.’ Enjoys general respect, but is of little account politically. 
Unele and father-in-law of Jamil Mardam (9.¢.) and of Najib Armanazi (g.c.). 


147. Martini, Nebik ol—Born 1884. Began his career as a clerk in 
Turkish police office. Held various administrative positions and was Mohaliz 
at Deir ez Zor during British occupation (1918). Mohafer of Aleppo fram 1925 

February 1937, when he was put on the retired list. Reappointed Mohafez of 

ppo hy Connell of ‘Directors 1899, and continved in fice until 1942, when 
replaced ‘by Abdul Latif Chat, He then came to Account Departme 

nase 

Moderate, well-meaning, but weak and unreliable 

148. Maizer ibn Abdul Muhsen ol Jarba, Sheikh—Born 107. Became 
head of the tribe of Shammar of Zor in 1907, when French recognised him instead 
of Mishaal al Fares, Distant cousin of Daham al Hadi (q.0,), who aspires to hi 
place. Deputy, 1800-99, In 1041 had contacte with German’ Armistice 
Commission in Beirut, 

Of a peacoful disposition and weak in character, Was always led by French, 


149, Midki, Raif—Born Hama nbout 1905 of humble family. Sunni 
Moslem, Lawyer,“ Kxtrome Nati Very intelligent 
‘and has great influence over the masses, who support i-feudal policy 
Sincerely believes in his oanme, Ts prepared to uve violence, 


150, Mohammed el Faraj ex Salameh, Sheikh—Born about 1900. Leader 
‘of the Wulda semi-sedentary tribe on. the Euphrates, centring on Raqqa. Ts on 
bad terms with Mujhem ibn Mubeid (q.r,) of the Fedaan.” Hax considerable 
influence on Abu Shaaban Confederacy (semi-sedentarics). Banished January 
1043. for obstruction to Allied wheat plan 

Intelligent but inclined to hypocriny and at times to violence. 


151. Mudarres, Mohamed Khalit—Born 1804. Metber of a family of 
woalthy Aleppo landowners. President of the Aleppo Cotton Spinning Company, 
Moderate in politics. Appointed Minister of Finance in the Ministry of Nassoufii 
‘al Bukbari (March-May 1989). Was several titnes consulted by Sheikh Taj ed Din 
in 1942 with a view to his becoming a Minister in the Syrian Government, but 
is reputed to have refused any olfice unless it was that of Prime Minister. He 
did not therefore become a member of the Cabinet. Industrious and well respected 
Dut conceited and touchy, 

192. Mudarres, Nuri—Born aboot 18%, Moslem, Wealthy member of 
Aleppo family. No politica history previous to becoming member (representing 
‘Aleppo) of Council of Directors (Suly 1930 to April 1941), when he retired to 
hhin properties. Honest. Hard working, 

153. Mujhem ben Muhaid, Amir—Born abont 1885, Bedouin chief, bead 
of the Fedaan Wald tite in the Jezirah and Euphrates region. Given the title 
of Amir and awarded the Legion of Honor by the French in 1921 on the roel 
Of the chiefs of the Rualla.  Depaty for Jezirah in 1986, Has well-armed forces 
land has been supported since 1926 by the French. Of considerable importance 
bit unpleasant, cold and astute in character, likely to turn any energency to his 
advantage. Always wears black spectacles. Hix eldest son, Nouri, lacks his 
father's dignity and astuteness. 

Murad, Hussan.—Born Homs about 1900. Sunni Moslem, Weak, 
dishonest character of poor reputation bat of some influence amongst youth and 
extremists on account of his eloquence, Now unpopular because he is considered 
to bo a French informant, 


n 
While 
in the High Commission at Beirut he efficiently and 
consequently had his term of service renewed for a further period of three months, 


his appointment 


186. Murhej, Farid—Born Hama about 1900. Greek Orthodox. Wealthy 
landowner of Hama, who habitually indulges in smuggling, Cultivates 
friendship of Moslems, with whom he is well established. Enjoys support of 
Bishop Hureiki (g.¢.). 

‘An attractive personality but entirely self interested 


157. Murshed, Suleiman al.—Born about 1895. Alawite, living at Jawbat 
Borghal near Hafieh, Started life as a shepherd but is now wil 
most remarkable personality in the Alawite Province. About, 1928 proclaimed 
himself a semi-divine being and secured so ds of followers in, Haffeh 
iaf, to whom he was known as "2 {the Lord). He imposed on 
sdantry of the Jebel rious al 
Yentrioloquy and luminous paints to euhanee his divine pre Deputy for 
Sahioun district to the Syrian Parliament in 1987, hut in 1939 was used by the 
French and the Abbases (y.1.) to overthrow Nationalist influence in the Alawite 
Province. At this time he usarped_ the properties of various Nationalists 
(including the Shreitah family (g.t-), from whom he took the important. v 
of Bustamo), Christian villa of his own followers. is conduct 
of the other Alawito chiefs, who 
behaviour (the Abbas family, for reasons of local p 
Continne to tolerate him), and cost him the adoration of his followers, whom he 
has shocked by his onbridled licence, especially in matters of women and 
seizures of property artors have been reduced to a few hundred 
fand, while he remains feared. he 
in his fortan 
Abbas family (7.0), 
compelled him to restore to the Sbretah Had it 
Bot been for the conc ‘aj oc! Din el Hassani, 
hho would have bee ‘other propertic 
‘An unrepentant in sxploiting to the full the political powers 
which his divine pretonsions give him, Dut prepared to cooperate with the strong 
His three sons are at the American University of Teirut 


158. Na’asineh, Habib—Syrian Catholic Archbishop of Aleppo. 
1894, Kducated in the Jemit Ce at Bei and a man of some 
Francophil; on good terme with his Patriarch. 


199, Nahmad, Rahmo—Born 1870. Well-o-do Alo 
Of Jewish Community in Aleppo and member of the A 
the Vilayet since the Turkish régime, 


160, Namy, Damad AAmed.—Hor about 1885, Circamian origin. 

father was Emir Mahioud and Governor of ‘Tripoli. Father was 
id Hiad large estates in Beirut. Ahmed Namy wax won-in-law of Abd 

land retains, rather questionably, the title nad, although divoreed. Be 
Chief of State of Syria 1926-28 at a critical moment and worked consoient 
Ata policy of conciliation. "The French High Commimioner dropped him w 
Seremony’ and replace him, by Ta} ed Din, Supported. Nations 
‘Advisory Connell, 1031 ‘lings to the hope of tei if 
Has far less political influence than he thinks die to tho 
Beirut, (b) he is a Circassian and not au Arab and (6) he 

‘Well meaning, dignified, perhaps a little fataoun 


161, Nawewaf, Ax Saleh, Sheikh —Born aout 1880. Bedouin chief 
of the Hadidiyin tribe, the largest in the Aleppo district Sheikh Nawwat 
tcducated in the tribal school at Constantinople, and. for the Inst. thirty-five you 
has been Chief of the Hadidiyin. Given Legion of Honour in 1925. Deputy for 
Aleppo Tribal Area 1936-39, 

‘Kn astute and benevol 
ow manages many tribal affairs. 

162. Nimr, Raphael—Born 1877. Greek Orthodox Archbishop of Aleppo. 
Educated in the Balamand Monastery. near Tripoli. On bad terms: with his 
Patriarch. An intriguer. Visited Sonth America atthe end of 1998 nnd i til 
there. 


168. Nisum ed Din, Abdul Bagi—Born 1908 in, the Nassibain, Turkey, 
Where his father was Kaimakam, Elementary education, Ts recognised as a 


, peace-loving and respected, THis som Sattam 
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political leader of Moslems in the Jezirab, Owns large properties from which he 
ras his income. Reported to have sypathived with the revolt of Rashid Al 
in Trag 


164, Osmani, Ragheb—Born Latakia about 1883. Sunni Moslem. Good 
Arabic education and practised as journalist until 1910 when he founded news 
paper Al Siasea which was subsidised in Vichy year by Italian Armistice 
Commission, 

Opportunist, open to highest bidder. 


165. Phares, Georges —Born Damascus 1896. Greek Catholic. “Educated 

at Jesuit College, Beirut Owner and editor of Damascus French language daily 

aper Lex Echos de Syrie. Has always been pro-Allied and in particnlar pro- 
ritish, even in most difficult times. Reuter’s correspondent at Damascus 


108. Quis, Sheikh Najib—Chief spiritual judge of the Supreme Druse 
Mejtiss of the Bayada of Hasbaya (a hereditary function). His jurisdiction over 
the Druses of Damascus wax acknowledged (withont emoluments) by the Syrian 
Government in. 1042. if 

‘An agreeable personality bat of no political account even in the Jebel Druse. 


167. Qusimi, Sheikh Ahmed el.—Born about 1900 of poor parents and, after 
A teligious edacation, waa appointed as clerk in the Wakt Department where Be 
hhas worked his way to the top of the tree. Has shown himself very liberal-pinded 
» the matter of arckeological investigations in Mosques, ete..-and has shows 
‘considerable energy in restoring the Omayyad Mosque and the Bimaristan 10 
‘conjunction with the French Service des Autiquités, "Speaks Erench, Rather 8 
twister but not politically active. 


168, Qassab, Sheikh Kamil ef—Born Damasous about 1870 and received 
wligions legal training. Is considered an expert on religious law, While & 
supporter of Paixal was a member of the Independence Committee formed to 
oppose an agresinent between Faisal and the French. This committne provoked 
Damansco resistance to the French which ended with the battle of Meisalun. 
‘Then went to tho newly formed Saudi Arabia where he became Minister of 
Education. Returned to Damascos and took part in the Syrian Revolt of 1025 
‘und. was oxiled until 1987 when annestiod. Formed Society of Ulema, a powerful 
religious association and became its first hoad. ‘Tried to induce Sheikh Taj to 
fake him the equivaleat of Sheikh al Talam but was unsacoessful (1943). fax 
always been n politician and enjoys a certain power in the Midan Quarter 
Bolongs to no party and likes to exploit his influence. Most ambitious An 
eloquent public speaker. 


169. Qusnab Hassan, Colonel Ibrahim—Born about 1895. Educated in the 
Military College at Istanbul and served in the Great War in the Turkish Army 
Oficor in tho Syrian Goudarmerie and beoamo military .D.C, to Sheikh Taj in 
September 1941. Was appointed Chief of Police after Cabinet re-shuftio in 
April, 1012. sort man who wears igh hel to ad fow inches to ix height. 
Rather colourless, Was completely under the influence of Sheikh Taj bat not 
without ideax for the improvement of the Police Department. Dismissed from 
post of Chief of Police in April, 1943. 


170, Qitami, Oyla—Born about 1883. Kt 
Orthodox. " Leading Christian of Jebel Druse. One-time Depaty to Syrian 
Parliament. Supporter of Atrash family who use him as contact man. Was 
protégé of Emir Selim el Atrash, Education Arabic only. Said to be bastard 
son of Shibli Bey el Atrash, Sultan Pasha and Qitami were awarded pension by 
‘Syrian Government (1042) for their part in 1925 Revolt 

Influential and intelligent, An intriguer who is viewed with great 
suspicion by the French. Professes to be pro-BBritish 


171. Qudmani, Fuad —Born Damascus about 1900. As a result of serving 
as a clerk in a lawyer's office, was “tolerated as a lawyer about 1920. OF no 
importance until he became member of Shahbandar party in 1988. Remaining 
loyal to.his chief, when latter was murdered, he shared with Babil (g.©.) the 
leadership of the party. 

lected Dean of the Damascus Bar in October 1942 after elections, whose 


validity was challenged by his opponents. 
No Tory fatoligeae tad er ampopalar. 
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172. Qudsi, Nazem.—Born 1906 in Aleppo. Lawyer. Hot-head. Extremist. 
Active during troubles of February 1936. Resigned from Nationalist bloc March 
1998. Considered suitable in 1941 as British propagandist, but refused pay 
Saggested for position in Syrian Cabinet in March 1942, but his candidature 
was ruled oat by the Allies on account of his past xenophobe record. 


173. _Qumboz, Abdul Hamid.—Born Hama about 1910 of unimportant 
family, Sunni druggist. President of Chamber of Commerce and secretary of 
Nationalist bloc, Hama, December 1942. Rich and ambitious. Has little influence 
except among small business men 


174, Qumbaz, Abud—Born 1890. Native of Aleppo, Greck Catholic 
Served with the Foreign Legion and took part in the Verdun fighting in 1016 
Professional letier-writer, Said to be a police spy. Organised a body of 
Christian young men known as the White Shirts” as « connter-movement to 
the Nationalist private militia known as the "Iron Shirts.”” Suspected of having 
omoted the sanguinary incidents of October 1936, he was imprisoned for over 
forty days and subsequently released by order of the High Commissioner, Now 
living a rotired life and believed to be a French secret agent. 


175. Quwatli, Shukri—Born about 1886, Landlord, Supporter of F 
régime and anti-French. Removed himself to Palestine on the French occupati 
bot returned later, During the rebellion of 1925 afforded every assistance to the 
rebels (except, of course, personal participation in fighting), for whic 
sentenced 10 a term of imprisonment by court-mart od to Palest 
Wax amnostied in 1931 and again returned to Syria, Interested in his farm’ and 

ional” fruit-preserving project, Vien-president of the Nationalist, boc 
Made Finance Minister and Dofence Minister, (c » Jamil Mardam’« 
Cabinet on the 21st December, 1936, During Palestine dint 
secretly financed terrorists in Paleatin and helped in purchase of arts in. Syria, 
Did not form part of Jamil Mardam’s second C (aly. 1937 to, February 
1930) because they quarrelled. Ax head of his own party (Istiklal), bat allied 
With the Nationaliats, was bitterly opposed to Council of Directors, but until 
French armistice (June 1940) did not take overt political action. " Although 
protending to be a friend and admirer of Tha Saud, he was in close contact with 
the Talian Disarmament Commission during the whole of their stay here and 
seems to have distributed money on their behalf. Was a constant caller on, the 
Tialian Connalate it Damascus and met Rowr, the German Agent, several tines 
daring the latter's stay in Syria, Acted as the "* eminence grise "* of Khaled 
fl Azin when latter wax in power (April to September 1941), On arrival of Allies 
‘Was openly opposed to them and judged it best to go on " pilg " to Meera 
when rumoure were current that certain arreste wor t0 be 3 stoboe 1041), 
Went to Buydad, where he was entruated by Ibn Saud with various negotiations 
between Sauidi Arabia and Iraq. Returned to Damascus (Septomber 1942) owing 
to illuss of daughter. g 

‘A fanatic xeniophobe and a determined exponent of pan-Arabiam, Not 
particularly intelligent (by local standards), but stubborn, deriving his strength 

rom hin reputed honesty, both intellectual and financial 


6. Rabbath, Edmond.—Born Aleppo 1903. Aleppo lawyer. Renounend 
his Greek nationality on attaining his majority, Became a Syrian subject and 
joined the Nationalist bloc, Deputy for Aleppo 1935-9, Has written soveral 
Peoics on: Syrian political problems, of which the wost important is Unité 
Syrienne et Devenir Arabe (1937). Formerly an extremist, his views have lately 
become moderate, Now resides in Beirut, 

177. Raikan Ibn Murshed, Sheikh—Born about, 1005, Bedouin chief. 
Head of the small but predatory Saba's tribe (Bteinat), which is usually encamped 
in the Salimiyeh district. Deputy for the Damascus tribes 1936-39. A sheikh 
after the novelist’s heart. Generous to the poor but-a fierce ruler. Realises that 
the nomadic life of the Bedovins is doomed to extinction and is now actively 
sedentarising his people 

178, Rayess, Munir al—Born Hama in 1800. Sunni. Brother of Najib 
(qc). Strong Nationalist. Joined Palestine rebels in 1996 and became second 
in command to Fauzi Qawekji. Appointed head of the Secret Police (i.e., 

litical) by the Nationalist Government in 1933 and in that capacity aided 
malectine rebels. Dismissed a few months later on charges of brutality 
Condemned to twenty years prison and twenty years’ banishment for plotting 
‘against life of Bahij al Khatib (head of Conncil of Directors) in 1939, but 
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rolensed in 1940 at intervention of Italian Armistice Commission. Fled June it 
1941 on Allied approach and is now believed to be broadcasting from Athens. 

A dangerous agitator and intriguer, associated with the Arab Club, League 
of National Action and the ex-Muftt 


179. Rayess, Najib el —Brother of Munir (q.«.). Born Hama 1898. Sunni. 
Proprietor and editor of Qabas, a strongly Nationalist organ. His paper has 
been suspended at varions times for its violent attitude, notably in 1988 for its 
astitude towards Palestine troubles. In 1939 condemned. to twenty years prison 
‘and twenty years’ banishment for implication in plot to murder Babs} al Khatib 
(head of Council of Directors). Amnestied November 1940 on intervention of 
Kalian Armistice Commission.” In Vieby year was anti-Allied. Arrested, but 
soot released by Allies in February 1942 Rearrasted in June 1942 for his share 
in Jamil Mardam's (g.c.) false claims to Allied support, Released March 1043 
A strong Nationalist, but he and his paper are for sale. 


Ricaby, Haidar—Born about 1913. Son of the late General Rida 
Pasha Rikubi, CBE. (Governor of Damasctis after the British occupation in 
1018). Educated in Victoria College in Alexandria and was a teacher in Iraq, 
twntil May 1941, when be returned to Syria. Was appointed Acting Chef de 
Cabinet in the Syrian Foreign Office at its creation in September 1941. Brother 
Rikabi, direotor of the Kaddoura Agricultaral College in Tul Karm. 
lly Nationalist in outlook, although so far he has not been politicall 
acti Speaks andl writes very good English. Eifiiont and hard-working. 
good Mole 


181. Rida, Khairi-—Worn Hama about 1900, Circassian, Started life as 
echoolmaiter and in 1989 became chief of police, Aleppo. Acting Mohafer at 
Deir ex Zor and Massetché 1042. Appointed Mobafer, Hama, dune 1942, by 
Hhusnl Barnes (gs) fact he hax never forgotten, Has never taken action aye 
Barari family “and connexion Nationalist and. Francophobe. Capable 
adiinistrator. 


Rifuat, Khalil Born about 1880. Educated at Constantinople. 
Lawyer. Provident of the Criminal Court of Firat Instance under Feisal and 
Hagqi al Aum. Diroctor of Police under Damad. Procureur-General to the 
Courts of Cassation and Appeal. Inspector.General to the Ministry of Justice 
Was Dircotor of Justice in Council of Directors (July 1930 to April 1941). 
Reverted to pont of public prosecutor after fall of Council of Directors, 

Has a good reputation as a judicial official, A great friend of Rahij ol 
Khatib (gr), 

183, Reslan, Machar Pasha—Born about 1883, Native of Homs. During 
1014 war wax Kaimakam of Mosul. After war wax made Director of Rducation 
under Faisal Government. Subsequently wax appointed Mohafer of Deir 
In April 1021, after the establishment of the Amirate of Transjordan, he was 
appointed judicial ndyiser by the Amir, and was later made firiancial advicer 
In July 1921 Reslan formed @ new Government, with himself as Chief Minister. 
He was replaced by Rikabi in March 1922, yet. returned to power in February 
1023, hut resigned in September of the same year. He subsequently beld office as 
Minister of Finance, bat in May 1924 he again threw his hand in and camo hack 
to Syria, In 1926, bowover, he fled the country after having been implicated in 
the 1025 revolt, He returned in 1928, was Deputy for Homs in the Constituent 
Aswmbly of 1928 and again in 1982. Made Minister of Justice and Education 
(1082/38). | Appointed ‘the first Mohafer of Latakia, under Nationalist” 
Government, in January 1997. Attached temporarily to’ the headquarters of the 
Nationalist Mac, December 1987. Minister of Interior in. the  fifteen-day 
Ministry of Loti Haffar, 1939, and again in the Boukhari Government, March 
to May 1939. He is a typical specimen of a Turkish-trained «Arab official 

Int slow-witted, holds strong Nationalistic political views, but 
passions ters affecting the administration of his district or 
department. 

184. Saba, Macnriox—Greek Catholic Archbishop of Aleppo. Born 1873. 
Fdweated at Ain Traz inthe Lebanon. Was a Patriarchal Vicar in Egypt, where 
ho in said to have accumulated a competence, One brother, Costak was a 
Nationalist. Deputy. Another, Amin, was employed in the Banco di Roma at 
Aleppo. The Greek Catholics were at one time the largest Christian communi 

Nenpo, and their archbishop is regarded as dean of the archiepiacopal body fp 


in 
that town, 


185. Safieh, Majed—Born about 1905. Sunni Moslem, Educated in 
Damascus. Lawyer ai Latakia and a leader of the moderate Moslem party and 
the Shahbaudar movement there. His father, Said Safieh, was supporter of Am 
Faisil. In 1937 Majed Safich supported the French against the Nationalists 
Was friendly with the Abbas and Kin families (g.0.), who used him as a link 
With Sanni Moslem elements in Latakia aud Sunni Moslem administration in 
Damascus. Recently Safich, the Mufti of Latakia, and another Moslem notable 
wuarrelled with Abbas family, who are thus deprived of Moslem support (save at 
fartous). ‘The reasous for the quarrel were: the measure of toleration accorded 
by the Abbas (for reasons of political alliance) to Suleiman Murshed (q.r.) and 
their unwillingness to treat’ Sunni Moslems on equal terms as their own 
eoreligionists, Aggressive and cunning personality 


186. Sakncowi, Georges—Born about 1885. Greek Catholic of humble 
Extraction. Brother of Jean (ge). Successful merchant (building materials). 
Nationalist. Member of Constituent Assembly, 1928. Deputy December 1930-39, 
Member of the firm Michel Sehnaoui et Fils, who are agents of the Shell Oil 
Company. Clever and pushing 


187, Saknapui, Jeon—Born about 1905. Greek Catholic of humble extrac- 
tion. Brother of Georges (4). Member of fim of Michel Sahnaoal et File 
Appointed honorary Spanish Vice-Consul in 1986. Because prominent in Greek 
Catholic circles was considered pro-lItalian, bat in year following French collapse 
showed considerable signs of being pro-British. Ii April to September 1941 was 
Minister of Finance in Khalid af Aem Government ing winter of 1941.42 
was engaged in large contracts for British army, in which he war not too well 
treated 

‘Aminble personality, rich, clever, but not very effective; cloge personal friend 
of Khaled el Azm (¢-r) 


188, Said, Risa —Born about 1875. Educated in Constantinople and 
Jermany. "Specialist in eye diseases of Pablic Instruction 
Hagqi al Azm 1921, Rector of Syrian Unive 
from cllice by the French on account of his Nationalist sympathies. A pedant with 
political ambitions which arw not likely to be realined. 


189, Saouda, Philippe —Horn Beirut 1801, Roman Catholie, I 
Jenuit College, Antoura, Lebanon. Director of all tratches of Banque de Syric 
et du Liban, situated in Syria. Honorary Swedish Conmul at Datascux since 
1938; president of Rotary Club, President of association of former students of 
Jeauit Enthers. Pro-Allied, cooperative, reasonably able, forthright, phlegmatio 
‘and somewhat uncon 


190. Sarmini, Sheikh Abdel Quder—Born 1805. Lawyer practining in the 
Sharia Court at Aleppo. Prominent Nationalist, but not extremist, Son, Zisfar, 
condemned to term of twprisoument for incitement in February 1936, Nationalist 
Depaty for Aleppo December 1936, 


191, Surraj, Dr. Mohamed —Born about 1905. Owns property in Hama. 
‘Took a diploma in political seience in France. Returned to Syria and supported 
the Nationalist cause. Elected a member of the Committee of Iron Shirts. 
Appointed in Janw ‘as Director of the Political Section of the Ministry 
for Foreign Affairs. ce April 1999 with fall of Nationalist Governmen 
Partly on account of unfortunate love affair with a French woman and partly 
through loss of his money, lost his reason. Underwent a cure inv Lebanon until 
1941, when be went to live on his property in Hama, 

Pleasant but weak. 


192. Shamieh, Tewfg—Born about 1880, Greek Orthodox. Head of 
Fainal's political bureau, Ove of the leaders of the People’s party 1824, but, 
because be supported Sheikh Ta} ed Din in 1998 the Nationalists dropped him 
Minister of Public Works under the Damad 1926, and Minister of Public Works 
under Taj ed Din 1925-29, Minister of Finance 1931, but unemployed after the 
elections until June 1936, when he was appointed Mohafez. of the Euphrates, 
Kidnapped by Jeziriot autonomists December 1937. Was still Mohafez when 
Allies arrived during Syrian campaign in Juse 141 He collaborated closely 
with Allies in settlement of the infamous Mayadin incident. Accused of 

ion, he was transferred to Hama as Mohafer. 1942, Sut resijged almont 
Immediately. Lives on his property in the Qalamoun. 
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‘A well educated man, speaking English and French with definite Nationalist 
outlook. Ansious to bring about closer unity between His Majesty's Government 
and the Grock Orthodox Church. 


103. Shammas, Daoud—Born in Mardine, Turkey, about 1901. Syrian 
Catholic. Educated in Mardine and Istanbul. Worked ‘as an interpreter with 
tie French Services Spéciaux. Visited Europe on several occasions. A supporter 
of the Separatist movement in the Jezirah, but interested primarily. in 
agricuture 

194. 

Tn 1925-26 joined rebels against 
's imprisonment. Deputy 1036-39. Has 
Tntelligent but a hypocrite. 


105. Shehabi, Amir. Bahjat al—Born sbout 1885. Moslem, Cousin of 
Mustafa (7.0), Studied law in Constantinople. Given an appointment. in the 
Damascus police daring the Faisal régime, but dismissed by the French. Elected 
head of the Damascus Bar in 1034-36. Mohafex of the Jezireh President 
of the Damascus Court of Appeal 1933, but resigned a few months later to resume 
his practice. Member of Iraq Defence Committee (May 1041) organised to colet 

wid recruits for Iraq rising, An influential Nationalist 


190. Shehabi, Amir Mustafa-—Born in Damascus 1803. Of Lebanese 
origin (Hasbaya). Cousin of Amir Bahjat (q.0.). Studied at one of the French 
schools in Damascus, at Istanbul and at the Agricultural School of Chalons, 
France, 1 ant ‘under Faisal and took Aight when Faisal was forced to 
withdraw from Syria. Returned to Syria in 1023, when be was appointed 
Dirvetor of State Domains, In 199 his position as Di of State Domains 
Yas muppremed and Shobabi. way attached to the Ministry of Agricalture by 
Sheikh Taj ed Din, In 1935 he waa one of the Directors of the Damascux 
Exhibition, and in 1096 (February to December) was Minister of Edueation under 
Ata Bey Ayoubi, He accompanied the Syrian delegation to Paris for the 
negotiation of the Franco-Syrian Treaty (1936), Mohafez of Aleppo (February 
1937 to March 1939) under the Cabinet of Jamil Mardam, and went into 
retirement: devoting hie ime to compiling an Arabic. French botanical dictionary 
Appointed Minister of Finance in. the Jamil Ulshi Government on the 
ath Sanuary, Resigned 1943. Was 

ter 


reputation as 
demeanour ar 

107. Sherif, Hhsan--Born about 1802 Law 
darangorh Secretary ofthe People's party 1034 
Asscrbly 1928, when he held most ance 


Fronch degree (A titre 


ber of the Constituent 


thas, however, not been active for some time. 


Shretah, Abdul Qader—Porn about 1890. A. very rich and pious 

Su Wiccan and head eh of the most important SER families = | 

hin Province. His farily was robbed ofa. porica of is property ‘by 

Seti arabed (gc) in 1088. Te wns restored tt 1042. notably tke rilage of 

Bustamo. Deputy in Syrian Parliament 1937, Com ‘Nationalist in 

polities Arrested in November 1042 for anti-Ailied sentiments and believed 
Jonnexion with Axis epics. Hanghty and truculent. 


109, Shugha’ar, Sheikh Jamal al Din—Principal of the venerable Druse 
Sheiks of the Bayada (religious centre) at Hasbaya. 


200, Sida, Wadi’ —Born Damascus 1907. Greek Orthodox. Tonk law 
degree, Damascus 1925. Worked as assistant for seventeen years to Yusuf el Tsa 
(guy n the paper Ale) Ba, and in 1042 bought At Kifah from Amin Said, bat 
afacdoned iv in carly Tiss os inal ropes Speaks Engi aad Erma 

ways been staunchly pro-Allied and is particularly pro- event unde 
mut dicate circumstances Very toothy tut good hearted. Plessait ad quit 
personality. 


ur 


Siouft, Mousallam.—Born about 1885. One of the leading merchants 

‘in Damascus. “President (1942) of the Chamber of Commerce and director of 

the National Cement Company. Nationalist sentiments, ba seers clear af active 
ities. 


, Mgr. Iyunis—Born about 1884. Of Homs. Syrian Catholic 
Bishop of Damascus (1933). Not a fanatical Christian, i.e. he can bear sight 
f Christians not members of his church. Ts an ardent defender of the" mingri 
ties” cause. Generally esteemed. Pro-British in Vichy year 


203. Sulakian, Herant—Born 1872. Originally from Aintap in Turkey, 
he rendered valuable service to his people during the massacres At Aintapy ¢ 
1895. Now a merchant at Aleppo. Is of the Armenian Gregorian faith and 

to the Armenian “ Hintchak” political party. A good speaker. Deputy 
for Aleppo in December 1936-39, Has spent recent years’ in Betrut 


204, Sulh, A fi/ al—Born Saida (Lebanon) 1890. Studied law at Istanbul, 
but does not practice. Interested in politics and opposed the Turks before the 
W914 war, daring which he wae turkish olfcer® Sent. on n unosion by 
M de Jouvenel to Jebel Druse in 1926 to negotiate with leaders of the revolt 
At that time, was one of tho leading Nationalists willing to co-operate with the 
French for the Independence of Syria. Organiser of the Nationalist Party in 
1927. Accused of giving the names of the Arabs hanged by Jemal Pasha, but 
Bo proof forthcoming. "Took an active part in organising the general sirike 
in January 1936. Was exiled by the French, but was annestied with others in 

ch of the same year, Deputy for Damascus, 1936, Is now a minor leader 
6f the Nationalist Party, 


205, Talal Abu Suleiman, Sheikh—Born about 1900 and. is head of the 
Hamad section of the Slut. | Mudir of the Southern Ledja, Fought. for the 
rench against Druse in 1625. His (ribe has an evil reputation for banditry 
‘and robbery and has a feud against the Druse 
Tallal is intelligent and ambitious, 


206, Vishi, Jemil—Born about 1880. Damascene of modest extraction 
Major in Turkish army, Was Fainal’s liaison offcor in Beirut and is credited 
With playing into the hands of the French. On the French ovcupation of 
Damascus succeeded Ala ed Din Droubi as Prime Minister of Damascus Govern 
Ment but was dismissed after a few months. Attached himself to Taj ed Din, 
Who appointed him Minister of Finance, 1928 and Minister of Tnterior, 1980, 
Lined his pockets well. Was included in the ‘Taj ed Din Government, 1934-36. 
From 1936 until the assumption of power of Sheikh Taj ed Din in September 
1041, he suffered a complete eclipse, though mentioned ax a possible head of State 
in April 1941, when the Government of Directors was dismissed by the Vichy 

h Sheikh Taj ed Din assumed power, Jemil Ulshi's influence 


ronger and he was considered as possible successor to Hassen el Hakim 
O42, but 


in April 1 did not come to power until January 1943, when he succeeded 
Husai Barazi. After the death of Sheikh Taj ed Din be remained in power 
4s Prime Minister without a President of the Republic until March 1943, when 
his Government was replaced by the provisional Government of Ata Bey Ayoubi 
Which was nominated by General Catroux to conduct elections. During. hie 
Period of government was completely under the power of the French, 

Clever intriguer, with considerable knowledge of the forms of Administra 
tion but no grasp of principles. Weak character. Has only a small following 

se, among other things, he is regarded ax having betrayed Faisal. 


207. Urf, Sheikh Said.—Born Deir ex Zor about 1890, Sunni Moslom. 
Claims to bo ‘related with the Sherifian family of Mecca. Mufti of the 
Euphrates. Officer in Turkish army in World War but was with the Amir 
Faisal in Damascus in 1919 and since then has remained in close touch with 
leading political personalities in Iraq. Opposed the Rashid Ali Revolt. in 
1941. “Strong pan-Arab and keen supporter of policy followed by the late King 
Faisal. A good orator and able to sway a crowd by sheer fanaticism. On 
friendly terms with the French though at heart he dislikes them intensely 
Opposed to Mohamed e| Fatayah (9.0.). i 

208. Oustwani, Shukri—Born about 1870, Has always been in Damascus 
Where he was secretary of Muftis. On the death of Sheikh Ata Effendi el Kastn, 
the former Mufti, he was nominated Mufti in year 1941. No politics, Reputed 
hhonest, good and gentle. Guided by stronger personalities, 

x 



























































200, Yusuf, Mohamed Said al—Born about 1899. 

owner. Son of Abdurrahman Pasha and hereditary chief of Kurds in Syria 
and Palestine, He received his education in Austria and Germany daring 
1914 war in company with many young Syrians who, for political reasons, were 
made much of by the German authorities. Speaks German, French in 
and affects pose of perfect man-abont-town. Has great influence aio 

‘owing to his position, but has largely now lost it, Has a German wife. Of 90 
political importance, 

210. Zain ed Din, Farid —Born about 1910. .\ Druse of Lebanese origin. 
Studied at American University, Beirut, specialising in economics, and later 
continued his studies in England and France (Doctor of Law, Paris, 1932) 
‘Acquired Syrian nationality and joined the Nationalist Woe. In July 1935, was 
Appointed Assistant Under-Secretary of State in the Ministry for Foreign 
‘Affairs. After fall of Nationalist Government, went to Beirut Was & 
prominent member of the Arab Club in Di s, the centre of pro-Nazi 

igue. In 1940-41 is believed to ha gobetween for the Ttalian 
Armistice Commission and Shukri Quwatli, Arrested by Allies and interned. 

Is xenophobe in general and Anglophobe in particular. 

211, Zamaita, Sheikh Yakya—Born about 1876. Damascene. Sheikh 
Imam in Turkish army during war and was chief disciple to Badr en Din, 
Exorts a certain influence among simpler sections of the people nnd was political 
tent to Sheikh Taj ed Din. Since death of Bah ed Din, has been trying, with 
to acess, to extabliah himelf az leader of the Ulema. Shrewd and intelligent. 

212. Ziade, Lovis—Born 1686. Prominent member of the Aleppo bat. 
Ambitious, insinuating manners, prefers to settle cases out of court, Retains 
Lebanese nationality and has ambitions both in Lebanon and Syria. 


218. Zoudi, Mokumed Mifteh (of Yailoula)—The second most influential 
man in the Hauran, but most probably the richest. Head of the Zoubi family 
but not the striking personality of his Inte uncle Faris Invariably cautious 
the good relations existing between him and the French. A dealer in arm and 
contraband merchandise, the situation of bis property at Yadouda near the 
‘Tronsjordan frontier being ideal for such actions. Doring the Palestine dis- 
turbancas (1986-39) he almost certainly assisted the rebels.» Politically-minded, 
very ambitions and erafty 
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Extract from Weekly Political S ria and the Lebanon, Secret. 
VON Mt iteeived in Foreign Ofc, Oth July, 1048) 


1, General, 


TT has been officially annowneed in Damascus that first-degree clections will 
ry elections on the 25th, The official 


g recently given by the 
he held so as to synchronise 
‘with those in Syria, the decree cannot now be long delayed. 

‘Unfortunately, the communiqué foreshadowing the electoral decree also 
ineluded the announcement that the number of Deputies in the new Chamber 
would be increased from forty-two to fifty-four, OF the twelve new seats, tet 
were given to Christians and only two (o Moslenis. The Moslem community not 
unnaturally owe i its wrath, and for the last three days. hax been holding & 
ries Of meetings to decide on'a cource of action, ‘The Délggué-Général, when 
paying a courtesy call on the Lebanese Mufti on the 19th June, was confronted 
with am official demand that he should induce the Lebanese Government to cancel 
this decree, together with an intimation that, failing this, the Moslems would 
protest to the British, United States and neighbouring Arab Governments, and 
Would boycott the elections. M. Helleu, who was obviously taken aback, attempted 
Unsuccessfully to pacify the Moslems, but has = far given no indication that he 
will meet their js. A strongly-worded protest signed by all the prominent 
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Moslem leaders in the Lebanon has accordingly been prepared for circulation te 
Sorat tare teeta eal ateseaney 
Nari Pasha, when he arrives. will undoubtedly be expected to assist. ‘The 
Christians in general are pleased by the decrees, but some of the more far-sighted 
Are now beginning to realise that a bornet's nest ix being stirred up and that they 
Ives are likely to be the principal sufferers in the last analysis 
In view of the resentment which this step may be expected to arouse amongst 
the Syrian Moslems, Shukri Quwatli, the Nationalist leader, has been promptly 
Riven to understand that it was taken without the knowledge of the British 
Authorities, and is viewed by them with disfavour. 
‘The political crisis in the Alaouite Territory has not yet been solved 
‘The acquittal by the French Military Tribunal of Rashid Mokuddem is, 
however. hound to lead to a certain dimination of British prestige and’ to a 
‘consequent stiffening in the attitude of the Mohafez and his faction, who had been 
showing signs of extreme nervousness regarding the intentions of the British 
Authorities 
‘There are indications that, following the liberation of French North Africa, 
and in anticipation of an understanding between Generals de Ganile und Giraud 
the French here are beginning to feel thenislves in a mich stronger position t0 
spose both British and native demands. The Free French Délégné.Général has 
dy imade a speech reasserting France's claims to the Lavant States, which, 
he stated, could count upon the resolution of France to maintain, while fully 
ting the national independence, her '* historic positions.” He soncluded by 
saying that Franco to-day was able to speak loudly and firmly to obtain the 
Tespect of her rights and to assure the defence of ber interest. Thin attitude will 
‘ertainly be resented by the local populations 


% Wheat, 

Parchases for the past seven days show an increase over former weeks, and 
the season in beginning to got under way after a late start duc to weather 
‘ond ition 

A further seventy-ine lend-lease Jorrien recently arrived in thia country 
consigned to the Office Economique de Guerre. Negotiations are now taking place 
to make these available for use by the O.C.P. ‘This moamire will largely eae the 
transport difficulties caused by Inck of railway wagons. 


3 Syrin—Damascus, 
__ Apart from the official announcement of the date of elections, thore have been 
Ro important political events, though both the Nationalists and their opponents 
aes if th d displayed by the Chamber of 
a ke a realt of the inpompotence and iajustie dioplaged by the Chamber of 
Commerce in te disttibution of income’ tax. sescaunents ‘among Damascus 
business houses (sce previous Sunimaries), a group of merchants in setting up a 
Fival iasivation o be called tbe Commercial “Assciation 
‘Owing to the insufficiency of their wages, various members of the Damascus 
ity police have tendered their resignations. ‘The Government has countered this 
move by insisting on the continuance in their jobs of all those whose three-year 
Contract has not expired. 
‘After protracted hegotiations, the Syrian Government’ has agreed that the 
entire Syrian wool clip for 1943 should be purchased by the British Government. 
ip has been exempted from export dies, 20 tbat producers will bo able to 
Profit by the whole of the price of 20-310 piastres per Aleppo rotl 


4, Aleppo. 
The revision of electoral lists is proceeding. A large number of inaccuracies 
have been discovered, and the numbers of the various religious communities are 
fore still far from certain, 
"A show of amity between the Jabri and Kayali-Moudarres factions was made 
When some of the Jabri family (though not Saadullah Jabri himself) attended a 
riven by Mohammed Khalil Mondarres, at which a number of French 
And British ofoere were present. Unfortanately, a dispate which occorred & few 
days after at the election of the committee of the local chamber of commerce came 
ear to reopening the recently. closed hreach between the two factions. The 
ccretary of the chamber, who is a supporter of dabri's, accused his critics. of 
Trying to use the chamber as an instrument of the important textile works, which 
re controlled by the Moudarres family. Blows were exchanged, and the meeting 
(27005) x2 
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was suspended by order of the Mohafez. It is not thought that the rival factions 
wished to cause one another trouble over this matter, but in the event it has mad 
their fatate co-operation more difficult. ‘The supporters of the Moudarres family 
are now urging that no change should be made in the composition of the 
committee apart from the dismissal of the secretary, and it is hoped that tbe 
latter's political friends will not try to resist his removal too strongly. 

‘The cost of living remains very high despite a slight tendency towards a fall 
in. prices. There have been several minor strikes: teachers in Government 
schools are refusing to correct examination papers until their demands for 
increases in salary have been met; clerks of the religious trusts have stop] 
their leisurely work; and the tramwaymen, a more important class of public 
servants, staged a short strike on the 16th June and achieved their object after 
defeating the efforts of the company oficials to break up the strike by working 
the trams themselves, The flour ration is still small. of bad quality and difficu 
to obtain, but the population refrains from creating disturbances in the hope of 
an early improvement. 


8. Euphrates and Jezireh, 
Euphrates. —Relations between the British Political Officer and the Free 
French Délégué have now become so strained that co-operation between the two 
authorities has cond to exist: It is quite clear that the French Delégué-Adjoint 
in endeavouring to force the Political Officer's removal in revenge for the removal 
of Colonel Alessandri. Apart, moreover, from the question of personal relations, 
‘ serious situation has arisen through the délégué’s attempting to change the 
policy of the O.C.P. in thie area withont reference to the Central O.C.P. 
authorities. At a meeting held on the 19th June, attended by the Mohafer, the 
Délégué-Adjoint, 0.C.P, officials and a number of local sheikhs, the Dél 


quite unwarrantedly announced the reversal of the method of collection deci 


tipon for the present harvest and the return to the system of quotas which was $0 
Upucceasfully practised last year, “He also stated tbat the local ration would be 
raised from the present 12 kilog. per mouth to 200 kilog. per. year. (In bis 
connexion it is interesting to note that rumours, believed to be French-inspired, 
have recontly beon circulating in Deir ez Zor that the Délégat’s. predecessor 
to leave the area because the British authorities had continually:refused. his 
Feques io inerens thn ration) Orders have bra isd by the CP. authorities 
in Beirut suspending this decision by the Délégué-Adjoint, and the French 
Regional Director of the O.C.P. has been recalled to Damascus to: report. 
Several unsuccessful efforts were made by the French Déégué-Adjoint to 
prewent the British Political Offer feom tenn this meting." Coloel 
Lanusse even requested the local British Military Commander to order the 
Political Officer not to attend, 
‘The matter has been taken up very strongly with the Free French authorities 
in Beirut, who have sont General Humblot to investigate the position 
Jezireh—The Kurdish tribes are threatening to boycott the elections unless 
they are given equal electoral rights with their Arab neighbours belonging to the 
nemi-sedentary tribes. According to an old electoral law (which was not, however, 
forced at the Tas cletion), taxpayers of the requisite age among tbe set 
nedentary tribes have the vote without being required to be registered in the 
official lists; but this condition is imposed in the case of sedentary tribes, to which 
Almost all the Kurds belong. As registration was suspended some months ago 
owing to the influx of refugees from Turkey, the Kurds complain that they are 
deprived of several thousands of voters Moreover, they resent the arbitrary 
manner in which the number of voters among their neighbours, the Tay tribe, has 
been estimated, alleging that the sheikh of this tribe has been allowed to fix the 
number of votes to be cast by his followers without any reference to outside control 
‘The Kurds have protested to Damascus, but the reactions of the Central 
Government are not known. Tn the meantime, the local Catholic biebop is 
attempting to mediate 


11. The Lebanon, 

The main political development that has occurred was the issue on the 
17th June of two Lebanese decrees increasing the number of Deputies in the 
future Chamber from forty-two to fifty-four, and stating that the announcement 
of the date of elections would be made on the 28rd June (see under "General ” 


above) 
reparations for elections have been proceding, but the preparation of 
electoral lists bas been so much upset by the appearance of the above-mentios 
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decrees that the situation is now fluid again in all districts, ‘There is much 
Activity amongst candidates, and charges of interference are being freely bandied 

it against both French and Government officials, though on the whole too 
Yaguely to warrant action. 

Discussions, so far inconclusive, have been, proceeding between British, 
French and Lebanese authorities on the subject of the recent Lebanese decree 
imposing minimuin wages in commerce and industry. Pending a definite inter- 
Pretation of this very amateurish and unsatisfactory piece of legislation, all main 
€mployers of labour have refused to apply its provisions. A small strike hax 

jwently already occurred amongst the 1.P.C. employees at Tripoli, and 
fonsiderable labour troubles are to be expected at the end of the month if no 
decision has been taken before then 

The price of gold has remained stendy at about £Syr.60, and the rise in 
commodity prices has for the moment been checked 
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Extract from Weekly Political Summary, Secret, No, '65,—Syria and the 
Lebanon, 6th June, 1043 (Received in Foreign Off, 12K July) 


1. Generot. 
THE Lebanese Government hus now published a decree announcing that 
ions will take place on the 26th and 27th September. Dr. Tabet hus thus 
led to honour his private undertaking to ourselves that be would hold elections 
in the Lebanon at approximately the same time as those in Syria, It is cloar 
that this postponement is attributable in part to the French, who wish for more 
Kime to persecute the Opposition; bat Dr. Tabet himself, who may or may not be 
Actively assisting in these shady intrigues, is undoubtedly anxious to prolong 
term of office by every means in his power, His pretext for postponement 
Moslem agitation against the two decrees increasing the preponderance 
ian seats in the future Chamber, ‘That agitation is undoubtedly serious 
and liable to cause disorders; but Dr. Tabet shows no real signs of any intention 
to redress the grievance which provoked it. Ostensibly as a sop to Moslem 
inion, he has announced that a censtis will be held before the elections; but 
while it may show an increase in the Moslem percentage of the population, 
Will not affect the main question of the Lebanese emigrants. According to most 
Of the experts, a reliable census would take anything up to eight months to 
ample with the inadequate mechanism available; and this "may well be 
‘Dr. Tabet's real motive for introducing a fresh complication. 
In Syria, whore a relatively virtuous and able interim Government is in 
Power, and where the French have accepted ax inevitable the sucess at tho 
ctions of the Nationalist bloc, the situation is much easier. Only at Deir 
& Zor, where the new Délggué Adjoint is behaving far worse even than his 
Predecessor and is attempting to reverse the policy of the O.C.P. for his own 
Blorification, and at Lattakia, where controversy still rages round the Mohafez, 
4 there any serious political tension. 
The outeome of the Rashid Mokaddem affair (see Weekly Summary No. 96) 
A very unsatisfactory compromise, which represents a sacrifice of his tindonbted 
Fights by the Army Commander, in the interests of higher policy, to the political 
corruption, parochial outlook and base sispicions of the Prench adeninintration, 
For details, see under “The Lebanon.”” 
& Syria —Damaseus. 
_ The announcement of the election date has not so far been followed by any 
important political developments. No party has yet issued an official list of 
‘candidates or published a programme, ‘There has been much talk of a union of 
Parties under the leadership of Shukri Quwatli, but (he smaller political groups 
Are still unwilling to surrender their independence in fayour of a party which 
s0 {ar failed to define its political aims. It is, in fact, doubtful whether 
wukri Qawatli is at present able to count upon the support of all his Nationalist 
Associates, since the ranks of the party are still far from closed. 
., _ Itis interesting to note that Khaled Bagdash, secretary-general of the Syrian 
Sommanist party, which has been very active during the past few months, called 
‘pon Shukei Quwatli recently, and subsequently made a declaration to the press 
[27005] nS 
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co the effect that the Communists would not object tothe leadership of Shukei ia! 
antiooal union, 

The Minister for Foreign Anica has axplained the Secrease dx the-nomiel 
of Deputies from 100 to 134 as not so much due to the tatural growth of the 
population since elections were last held in 1936 as to the facts that, (1) as a 
Telatof cunditione broaght about by the war, mora people were now registered 
withthe Consus Departieot than ever before; (2) in urban districts greatat 
Tlumbers of people have heen obliged to register in order to obtain bread ration 
cards; and (3) uumigration from the Hatay and Turkey has seriously added 0 
the total popniation of Syria. ‘The Minister for Foreign Affaire has also. pointed) 
cout that the Government had been as liberal as the Electoral Law allows im 
Ceootling paslismealary representation, especially Ao msortie? 

‘Some excitement has been aroused by the transfer of the Jewish seat from 
Damasces to Aleppo, and it is understood that Shukei Quwatit has loiged.@ 
fete tthe alien othe Damas a Tn ont of facts eve, ote 

aot the electoral figures available, while the Jewish soe is mere han eulicient 
to justify the allocation of one seat (2,001) it ie tnsaficien to justly two (9.001) 
gnitthacclors thi Syrian Government bave correctly. awarded the seat Sep 
which bas a Jewish populati 069—some 400 more than Damascus. ‘The 
‘agitation is merely an illustration of the mentality of Damascus, which considers 
eat icshowld be specially Teroured tn all thizgs 

In general, however, there have been no protests of importance against the 
Aistrihation of seats, In the ciroumatanoes, therefore, it may be taken for 
granted “that tho seats have, by Syrian standards, teen allocated. with 
Smpartiality, and that thie preliminary obstacle—-a not incousiderable one in 
Syria—hax beon surmounted with sticcess 

‘ ° : . . : 


11. The Lebanon: 
‘A communiqué has been published by the Lebanore Government announcing 
that preparations ate being pat in hand forthwith to hold a census before. the 
clections. ‘This is ostensibly an. attempt to pacify the Moslem y 
resentient hax been roused to a bigh piteh by the decree increasing the propor 
tion of Christian Wo Moslem Deputies (see last week's Summary), It bas made 
the Moslems honitate ax to their next step, but cannot be aaid to have. pacified 
them, and there is no indication that thete leaders have in ony way weakened in 
their sleterm ‘to defend Moslem interests by all the means in their power, 
It now appears that the principle of counting Lebanese nationals resident abroad 
in the total estimate of the population was adinitted in the laxt elections, x0 that 
the Moslems cantiot now hope to contest it. Their leaders ate, however. proposi 
to eoncentrate their oppoaition on the manner in which the census isto be bel 
fund on the method of defining what proportion of the Lebanese abroad have in 
fact retained thei 
The Moslem 
their demands for 


in that event patting forward 
one State with Syria, retaining only local autonomy; or, if this is inacceptable 
to the Christians, that (b) the four cazas attached to the Lebanon in 1920 be 
reattached to Syria and that the Lebanon, thus reduced to its pre-1914 frontiers, 
be placed under international control, with Beirut as a free port 

Dr. Tabet is reported to be endeavouring to use the Najjadé leader, Jamil 
Mikkawi, who has for some time past been under the influence of the ‘Sireté 
Générale, to stir up opposition to the Moslem Committee. 

The’ Moslems are also bringing pressure to bear on the Emir Khaled 
Shehab, the only Moslem in the present Government, to resign, on the grounds 
that he has not protected their interests; and they will probably try to bring abot 
the downfall of Dr. Tabet also. Dr. Tabet himself is under no illusions that his 
recent actions have gained him Moslem hostility and have not endeared him to 
the British. He may therefore be expected to cling still more closely to the French 
as his only: supporters 

“The trial of Rashid Mokaddem (reference Summary No. 56 of the 28th April) 
resulted, ax was expected, in his acquittal by the French Military Tribunal on 
the charge of smuggling narcoties; and the tribunal failed to arraign him on the 
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Still more serious charge of attempting to suborn British military: personnel 
His re-arrest was demanded by the General Officer Commanding, Ninth Army, but 
‘was refused by the Délégué Général, who insisted that this notorious gangster 
hould not only he allowed to return to Tripoli, but also to stand for elections, 

discussions which ensued revealed the determination of the French to safe. 
guard at all costs what they perversely conceive to be their prestige; and their 
Attitude was so intransigent and irresponsible that the Army Commander was 
‘dbliged to consent Lo an unsatisfactory compromise arrangement in order to nvoid 
‘clash, the repercussions of which, at so critical a military juncture, could ot 
be foreseen. fe was agreed that Rashid Moknddem should’ be allowed to. live 
under Sareté surveillance in his house outside Tripoli and to stand for elections, 
fut that, directly after the elections, his handing over for deportation would be 
demanded of the Lebanese authorities if he had been elected and of the Delegate- 
General if he had not. Steps have been taken to inform the Lebanese authorities 
‘of these conditions in arder to counter far_as possible the discouraging 
impression which his release will otherwise cause amongst the more independent 
minded sections of the population. 

Reports of interference in the electoral campaign by the French Conseillers 
watinue to come in from all areas, expecially Tripol, where the French attitude 
as exemplified in the Mokaddem affairs indicates clearly Uhat such interference 
May be expected to incraas all further n the eleations spptoach At one period 
during the discussion of this affair M. Hellew went #0 far as to announce that, 
unless Mokaddem, whom ho admitted to be genctally regarded as a i 
Candidate, wore not set at liberty, he would he compelled t0- arrest Camille Bey 
Chamoun os a" British" candidate; and a circumstantial report hae since beet 
Teceived that the Siiroté Générale ate still thinking of arresting this, innocent 
man, though they have not yet done mo. This blatant cy leads inevitably 
to the conclusion that olections in the Lebanon conducted under such conditions 
Will be a farce, 

Stnall disturbances are reported from both Tripoli and Zahlé as w protest 
against the irregular aud insufficient distribution’ of food supplion, but the 
Krievances in question now appear to have been redrowed. 
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Record of Meeting held in Secretary of State's Room, Foreign Office. on 1th July, 
1043 (Minuier agreed with Ml Massigli)—(Receiced 200K July, 1948) 


The following were present : 
The Sccretary of State M. Massiglt 


The Right Hon, R. G. Casey, -M. Vi6not 
Minister of State. 

Major-General Sir E, 1. Spears 

Sir A. Cadogan. 

Sir M. Peterson 

Mr. Baxter. 

Mr. Hankey. 


M, Franefort. 


Anglo-French Relations in the Levant. 

The Secretary of State said that, reading the telegrams from Cairo to Beirut, 
he had felt that the position in the Levant States was deteriorating. ‘There were 
‘obvious stresses and strains between the British and French authorities there, In 
20 far as thie might be doe to misunderstanding of Brtih policy, he wished once 
again to make His Majesty's Government's position clear. Tt had already been 
laid down several times in statements both by himiself and by the Prime Minister. 
and it had not changed. His Majesty's Government had no desire to undermine 
‘or challenge the French position in the Levant, nor had they any ambition what- 
ever to succeed to the French position of predominance there” He emphasised that 
His Majesty's Government had no territorial ambitions as the result of the war, 
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As regards our more immediate objectiv Sir M. Petersot 
Same me inte objectives, he would ask Sir M. Peterson to 
ir M. Peterson said that our main aims in Syria wofold, 
Rfineiple our intervention woald be limited to these two aims, Eve of all, Hit 
Majesty's Government were interested in the preservation of military securitf, 
aad. in the second place, they were coucerned that nothing should be done to imph 
hat the guarantee of independence given to the Syrian and Lebanese States would 
ot be earried oat. Beyond that, and as between Allies, His Majesty's Govern= 
‘meat felt.that they were entitled to expect that they should receive fall help fron 

the territories in question in the war efor. 
ve Mokaddam case was oue which affected the question of military security. 
His Majeaty’s Government didnot fea thatthe French authorities had ian 
faction, and he muc! M. Massigli ‘wo le to say some- 
them sitafactio, and he much hoped that M. Maesight would be abe to say 


M. Masrigti expressed his thanks for the statements which the Secretary of 
State at ‘Sir M. Peterson had made. He did not for a Tmoment doubt tare 
Majesty's Government would adhere to the undertakings that they had given. 
He, of course, accepted the assurance of the Secrotary of State that the Bri 
- ee eine themselves for the French in the Levant, and of 

i wild give siti independence wou! 
a Be fs the most positive assurance that independence would be 

regards the present situation, M. Massigli ssid that the situati 
hybrid one, and some incidents were no doubt tnevitable tA change of regina 
Yas going on in the States themselves, and there had been changes of personalities, 
General Catroux had loft, de. He agreed that it was serious when incidents 
affeoted Iuilitary security and that the situation must certainly be iniproved 

M. Massigfi said that he agreed with the aims which the Secretary of State 
had exprewed + Waren tome ee been Lerner to the ian and Lebanese 
States, and ite =n guaranteed by His Majesty's Govern 
‘The promise would be kept, Elections were to be held vers shorthy eat taal 
consideration would have to vet to the further implementa of the 
promise: | Possibly the parallel of Iraq would be followed, possibly something like 
the 1936. treaty: anyway: the whole question would be agreed with thoee concerned 
He observed that the situation was complicated by the fact that the Syrian and 
Ketanese oficials had little exy rience Of gorernment, especially in so far ak 
concerned eco le questions; but here would be n¢ 
Tope = ations; ut he repeated that there would bw ix- question 

8 regards the list of questions which had been forwarded to him for discus: 
sion, M. Masih sid that'some of them were now Gas oe han diet 
information, and discussion could be parsued either in London or in Algiers. Tn 
Particular, as regards the Mokaddam case, he had ns yet had no reply to Wis 
enquiries from Beirut. He realised that Mokaddamn ‘was not a. mint. ‘The 
jmpression in Beirut that it was a political matter, which war possibly incorrect 
hhad no doubt envenomed the question. Tn any case, he now knew what we wished, 


Mr. Eden said that he wished M. Massigli 

: Massigli to be aware of our causes for 

serious complaint, and would therefore ask our representatives ou the spot to 
Mr. Casey said that he saw the 

Beirut, and he would like to explai 

¥iew on Anglo-French relations. His’ Ma, 

explained their lack of political ambitions, 


there was a state of ot 
hoped his frankness would not be 
co-operation, 
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M. Masrigli agreed as to the necessity for friendly co-operation. As regards 
the question of inflation, he observed that the local sale of sterling had recently 

‘authorised and had had important effects. He would be glad to consider 
Other methods of improving the situation, which might also be discussed with 
AC Rausan, who was in London, in further detail 

‘As regards military security, he would like to know what more was required, 
and possibly to discuss privately any personal questions which might he involved, 


Mr. Casey reminded M. Massigli that the ability of Syria and the Lebanon 
to invest in the sterling area had taken a great many anxious months to secure. 


Economic and Financial Situation in the Levant. 


Sir E. Spears said that it was difficult to make Freach officials in the Levant 
understand the urgency of the financial question. He had negotiated for months 
in an endeavour to make arrangements for the sale of sterling and agreement. had 
‘only been reached at the eleventh hoar. ‘There was agreement with some of the 
French economic experts in principle as to the measures. and machinery required, 
namely, the creation of a combined import board with British and American 
Tepresentatives on it, to co-operate with the Middle East Supply Centre, and 
fontinued co-operation, between financial advisers through an “Anglo-French 
financial committee, Possibly American co-operation would he desirable in the 
financial committee also. But the execution of these proposals was urgently 
necessary. 

Mr. Casey emphasised that what wax required was a system of rationing and 
price control on a joint Anglo-French basis. He emphasised that the local French 
Authorities still did not neem to realine the real danger of the economic situation, 


M. Massigli said that the committeo would exaiine the question of taking 
some such steps. He observed that he wondered if rationing and price control was 
Possible in an eastern county. 

Mr. Casey said that he believed it was possible in respect of the half-dozen 
or s0 principal commodities. It had been done in Syria and the Lebanon in 

1 of bread and rice. It tind been done in other eastern. countries and he 
knew that the French economic experta were in favour of it in Syria and the 
Lebanon. 


M. Maseigli said that, with regard to the proposed combined imports bourd, 
he would like to know whether the French could be represented in the Middle 
East Supply Centre, which affected both Syria and Jibuti, ‘There had been a 
number of dificalties and the French were not sure that their infetwata were befng 
adequately considered, ‘The territories under French control needed to import 
certain commodities to meet their requirements, and, in addition, they had 
commodities for export; in his view, the imports prograrmine of the MES.C. 
might take French requirements into further consideration, M, Massigli 
mentioned as an example the supply of paper required for the printing of books 
which could only be done in Syria, whence they were exported to wherever they 
might be required overseas M. Massigli asked that the question of French repre 
sentation on the MLE.S.C. should be examined further. 


Mr, Cavey explained that the Middle East Supply Centre was at present 
Anglo-American only, because the sources of imported goods were at present 
British or American,” Even if French participation were possible, there would 
be an embarrassing difficulty also if others, e.g.. Egyptians, Traqis and Persians, 
‘wished aleo to be represented. 


M. Mossigli said he would be glad, all the same, if his proposal could be 
examined. The object, after all, was to pool the resources of the Middle East. 


Sir E. Speare su that, perhaps the solution might be found in the 
proposal already made for a Combined Imports Committee, as this would provide 
the French with a suitable channel for putting forward French requirements, 


The Secretary of State observed that there would be more French shipping 
and also goods from French sources as the Mediterranean opened. Possibly there 
‘was an answer there to Persians and others who wished t be represented. He 
asked M. Massigli to examine urgently the question of setting up the required 

ind financial machinery, and said that His Majesty's Government, for 
une the question of French representation on the Middle 
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Security 


M. Massigli said, us regards security, be would be gla 
detailed criticisms of the present state of affairs. Lyte g he 


Sir B. Spears said that we wished to avoid local rivalries whiel 

seemed to predominate, The wishes of the army regarding security sheall roe 
fra igtaan example, le cited the iue of diplimatie passports which had boss 
the control of the military authorities. n= Me® Aha which had escaped 


M. Massiglt said there might be a shortage of suitabl 

r shortage of suitable personnel for such 

work “It wonld now be posible to reinforce the offciale nom Nowe Arigna 

necessary. He would ask for the list of diplomatic passports iasned and wuld 

ay particular attention to this question, 
The Seoretary of State and Sir E. Spears 

personnal Sorin Sta and Sir E, Sprart said the arrival of qualified 


M, Masvigli said he was ready fully to examine security 
om we a ady fully to examine security questions, to which 
As rogards the requests of the British army, he wished to recall, first! 
iba the French authorities were responsible for general security, of Bo 
rontier vécurity was a part, He pointed out that, in speaking of secatity it 
should first of all be quite clear what was meant by ibis tiem” Were the wk 
authorities perhaps putting forward under the heading of military’ sccovite 
Fequests which the French authorities would not. be prepared to accept under the 
heading of general security! He remarked that military authorities, whether 
French or British, had a tendency to enlarge the scope of the expression « tnilitary 
Aeceasity “"; military authorities always aimed at ideal yecurity, often without 
‘taking account of political conditions ‘ 


The Secretary of State remarked that in fact the i ib 
sometimes base on considerations of milita reqoasts- neh they ha 
ink in ution, wih ee oe a ag feet whch hy ht 


M. Masrigli emphasised that he could not accept the principle that everything 


that the army wished would be granted, but he agreed 
should be taken of the news ofthe army. He asked for a short nets a ts ae 
in which the requests of the army on important questions had been refused. 


In the course of the discussion on this question both Sir E. Spears and the 


Miniter of State sid that in matters of sevrity the views of the army should 


Censorship Questions, 


Sir E. Speare gave censorship questions as an instance 

encountered, British participation’ in. the syria amatien eat 
inadequate. Linison officers were kept badly informed. In his view, there should 
bea partnership; in reply to.n question by M. Massigli, he made it clear he was 
referring both to postal and press censorship as well as military censorship, 


Constant requests had been made about thi ul Ger Patro 
both in Beirat and in Cairo several ae pes Copel Setenes Aad bem get 


M, Massigli said that this was a large question and almost amoun 
requesi for n'* droit de regard.” If Syria hail been an active tone of operations 
ior have adertood he request better, But, in so far as it was a general 

ion, it came under t ing I sectirity, whiet ‘agree. 
ments was within the competence of the French” “nich by the 1941 


The Secretary of State said it was really a question of mutual confidence. 


Sir E. Spears said that he only wanted the same positi Eaypt, wi 
there was complete co-operation. He wanted there tolve British alicale orhige 
with French ofiials and that they fhoald decide together what policy should be 
irsued in censorship questions ip was aléo of inportanc 
Puraed in censorship question ress censorship was also of importance 


MM. Massigli said that the position was delica 
quite parallel, “He asked that proposte shoul be put forward Teton aie 
“a paral proposal put. forward in an aide- 
mémoire distinguishing between questions of principle and their application. He 
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remarked that so far as possible it was desirable to avoid questions of principle. 
‘Without wishing to commit the Committee of Liberation in advance, he imdertook 
to examine how the needs of the army could be met in whole or in part. 

{twas agreed that Sir F. Spears would prepare n memorandum on the subject 
on hie porary to Beirut and would communfeate it to the French authorities and 
Seni seas cope ta the Fovetgn Ofice ap that tbe matter could be followed up i€ 
ecessary 


Mokaddam Case. erent 

The Secretary of State said that we were not concerned with the: mora 
oa Se oration tot we could tot admit that he should go unpunia 
after having suborned British troops 

Sir B. Spears said there had often been eases of deportation and the best 
solution would be that M. Mokaddam should be deported. Tn reply to a question 
ty SM Massiglt about the eflect of the eléction, Ne said that no pe was more 
thdesirable than Mekaddam as a Deputy. Unfortunately, the Fresch authorities, 
tot we, had nde the Moladdam cise political abe Mckudam. ad become 8 

rotagé of the délégué adjoint at ‘Tripoli for the purpose of the elections in 

Fiiteof what General Catroax and ML Hellou had said about there being no 
Heicevention, Mt Hellen hal even intimated that, if Mokaddam wore arrested. 
teamight have to arrest also his electoral opponent. He wished i to be understood 
that this man wos in no sense n British candidate. 


M_ Massigli said that be would do his best €o arrange a satinfuctory sokution, 
The question was already being studied 


Intérits communes 

Mr. Casey (who took the chair at this point on the departure of the Se 
of State) explained briefly the problem presented by the“ Intéréts com 
fand how at present the proceeds of indirect taxation came back to the French 
Aelegation, We believed that i was an elementary. for! of independence that the 
State should enjoy the benefit of their own reventies 

‘Sir B. Spears said that General Catroux had stated in a letter to the Minister 
of State that he was proposing to keep the ” Tntéréte con ‘as a bargaining 
counter in subsequent negotiations. He hoped this argument would be dropped: 

M, Massigli said Mr. Casey showed great confidence in the Syrian and 
Lebanese Governreanie...He ‘wondered whether the exporience of the 0,C.P 
justified this. He asked if Mr. Casey was convinced that the Syrians would use 
the funds properly when they got them. 

Sir B. Spears said that, without the co-operation of the Syrian and Lebanese 
Governments, the O.C.P. could not possibly have functioned. As for the way in 
which the Syrian and Lebanese Governments disposed of their funds, they now 
Gisposed of the major portion of them and had the advantage of French advisers 
in bo doing. If further guidance were needed, no doubt the proposed Anglo- 
French Financial Committee would provide it 

M. Vienot pointed out that the question was essentially one to be settled with 
the new Governments after the elections. This view was generally agreed. 


Issue of Decrees. 7 is Mise ie exe 

‘Mr. Casey explained that over a year ago General Catroux had said in the 
course of disctssions in Cairo that he would inform ‘Spears in advance of 
all important arrétés which he proposed to issue. British authorities were, 
jin fact, practically never informed in advance. 

‘Sir E. Spears explained that decrees were pouring out and it was impossible 
to know the state of t question, he gave ax an example a decree about 
Tequisitioning of buildings and another about the Bank of Syria 

‘AM, Massigli said this was an example of a divergence of view about the exact 
immpiiation of the phrase military security, Hle felt that this was a question 
which could be settled by close personal relations. He would discuss it with 
M. Hellen. : ae 

In the course of thie discussion it was pointed out that questions which 
affected the economic and Bnancial stability of the country might also affect ite 
security. 
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Tet Habou Incident: Gardes mobiles. 


Mr. Casey recalled that, a yea the bance, nineteen 
K year ago as ult of a o 
illages had been sacked and’a Franco British court of copula hed tren held and 


had awarded compensation. This itis 
rere tng hag apensation. This had never been paid and the British authorities 


M- Massigli said be agreed that decisions taken should be carried oat. 


Sir B. Spears said there was also the ngan 

sani was also the question of sation 

ares i i py hm ati of meio 

sre pain Pension by ME. Massigl. he said it was not a financial question as they 
‘M. Massigli said he would investigate these questions 


Mr. Casey, concluding the discussion, said tl 
, @ discussion, said that, in all friendship and frank 
wx a ee a rin ey 
got t+ (lige Ch Sopa He would like these half-dozen juestion 
Fremak ri ey Ware only symptoms of the disease which was afecting Ango 
Rimmel rations He woul te ifaitely grea if Me Aas could do says 


M. Massighi said he saw there was a comple some 
was a complex to Xo 
arc a rae tet Be 
aged ‘ary to settle in a spirit of " camaraderie 
French side, they coal bo fare that a ‘elution arrived ab ia a renin 
Hot be cousidered in the future as a precedent. He would cvamine the 


uestion and discuss it wit 
Guestion and discuss it with M. Helleu. “Possibly, some changes of officials might 


Sir M. Peterson said that M. Massigli had spoken 
elections it might be intended to proceed to a treat Hie wondered hatter (oe 


Committee of ial Liberation 
Committee of National Liberation would feel entitled to sigh m treaty in the name 


A. Massighi appreciated the difficulty, but obse: 
ulty, ved that Gen 
recone at abl o ako a craton grostng Syston a tab 


independes yresumably there 
independence and presumably there would be no objection to matters being taken 





(1 4083/27/80) No. 66. 


Mr. Laseciles to Mr, iden—(Recaived 1th July) 


Beirut, 2nd July, 1943 
sare METH reference to Hs Majeuty's Minister tel mot the 1645 Sone: 
i to report that on the 2st June the Syrian Government issue 
two decrees, the frst Hing the date of the election, the sesoad ache ean 
location of seats in the new Chamber tothe various cazus and cotsmanition, 
Sy og ae Hin Of the Hs dere, Primary elections will be held uhroughout 
booths fora further period of oue day in cases where the Yoting ie nok eee 
gn he it day, o tre arters ofthe voters astatn: ‘Hees he toed 
Segre will take place on the 26th July, and polling beoths may reopen on th 
h if 80 per cent. of the voters fail to record their voten tM 
ect aa Gentes # table’) showing the distribution of parliamentary seats bi 
istricts and by creeds, as laid down by the second decree, nnd th 
‘corresponding figures for the 1936 elections. ae 
ie most important feature of the new distribution is 
taal umber of Depies from 100 ip 198 10 12 in 1B19."Thte mesee dee 
might opens at ft sgh gy an increas i the Population of nearly ‘one 
., At the Syrian Minisier for Foreign Affaire has explal 
Majesty's Consol, it is due partly to the normal increase and’ to the wufas ct 
pars from ee (partie larly the Hatay), bot also and mainly to other 
v Special circumstances of the 
Fa ay, th falcata of le wah a rtd ee 
Fegions. The Government have further been as generous as the law allows sa 


() Not printed. 
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granting parliamentary representation; as for example inthe creation at Aleppo 
Stone Creek Orthodor sat for immigrants of that denomination from the Hatay 
‘and of one seat for the Syrian Catholics of Aleppo and Jezireh combined. 
5. In the Jezireh, while the Syrian Orthodox community continues to 

have one teat only, the number of Shut seats has been increased from two 10 six, 

isis accounted for by the growth of the Arab and Kurdish populations of that 
district, and the Minister for Foreign Affairs has informed His Majesty's Consul 
that on the basis of the information available to the Government the award is 
‘correct. In conversation with the Minister for Foreign AGiairs Colonel Gardener 
took the opportunity to point out that there had, on the other hand, been 1 
increase in the number of Deputies to be returned by the Alaouites. Naim Bey 
‘Antaki explained that when elections were held for that region in 1987 the 
Government had not possessed exact statistics of the popnlation and had, for 
Political reasons, made a generons award of seats. He considered, in fact, ‘that 
the number of seats allocated had at that time been excessive, and was now, a8 a 
result of the natural increase in the Alaouite population, correct 5 

6. Another interesting point ix the increase in the Bedouin representation 
by two seats. An official in the Ministry of the Interior has explained that a 
special régime exists for the tribesmen, because they never register and cannot 
Weexpectad to doo. Accordingly a bon total is granted! on the judgment of th 
Government. It appears that on the present occasion the (French) Bedouin C 
trol advised an allocation of no less than eighteen seats to the tribesmen, but the 
Government, rightly considering this demand extravagant, decided to raine the 
total by about 38 percent 

7. It will be seon that the Jewish seat has been transferred from Damascus 
to Aleppo. "This change hax aroused considerable excitement in both Jewish and 
non-Jouish circles, and Shukri Quwatli himeelf states that he lodged a protest 
‘against the abolition of the Damascus seat. In point of fact, however, on the basis 
‘of the electoral figures, while the total Jewish population is more than sufficient 
to juscity the allocation of one seat (for which a minimum of 3001 voters ix 
required), it is insufficient to justify two (for which a minimum of 9,001 ix 
required). ‘The Syrian Government have therefore correctly awarded the seat to 
‘Alsppo, which has a Jewish population of 3,060—eome 400 more than that of 
Damascus. 

In general, however, there have been no protests of iinportance against 
the distribution of the seats. Shukri Quwatli, for instance, states that, apart from 
the question of the Jewish seat and one or two smaller points, he ix quite natinfied 
that the distribution is just. Tn the circumstances, therefore, 1 think it may be 
‘assumed that the seats have, by Syrian standards, been allocated with comparative 
impartiality and that the Goverament have surmounted this preliminary obstacle 
—a not inconsiderable one in with a fair degree of success. 

9. Tam sending a copy of this despatch to the Minister of State at Cairo. 

T have, de. 
De W. LASCELLES 





( 3087/27/80) Ry 


Extract from Weekly Political Summary No. 66, Seeret—Syria and the Lebanon, 
Teh July, 1943—(Received in Foreign Office, Vth July.) 


1. Generat. 

‘THERE. is no noteworthy change in the situation. In Syria preparations 
for the elections are proceeding smoothly, and there seems to be reason to hope 
that at least the primary elections, which are scheduled to take place on the 10th 
of this month, will pass off without hitch. 4 

In the Lebanon the bli is gaining groand vhat the elections will be pot 
poned indefinitely, or at least until such time as the French have made quite 
tertain that their ominees will be returned. . 

"As a result of the imposition of restrictions on credit, the price of gold has 
fallen by approximately 10 per cent. and there has been a similar drop in textiles, 
There has also been a slight, and possibly transitory, reduction in the high cost 
of living. 

General Catroux arrived by ait from Algiers on the 3rd July on a visit of 
farewell which has been stage-managed to produce the maximum political effect. 
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Everything possible has been done to emphasise the. continuance of. his 
supervisory interest ” in the Levant States; but the new Ereuch *" Co ondvaator 
of Moslem Affairs "has failed to see any Lebanese Moslems, and apparently has 
wien oF taking aay steps to nvdress their grierances. ‘They. therefore 

ite unappeased. Nahas Pasha has made vigorous representations on 
their bebalf to General Catrons, claiming that oth the tecent nite Moslem decrees 
and the postponement of the Lebanese elections are measures ‘contrary 10 
assurances which he received at an earlier stage from the ex-Delegate-General 
Nuri Said Pasha arrived in the Levant States by air om the Oth July. 
Officially, he is staying quietly at Shtaura in the Bekas, but Shukri Quwatli and 
many other Moslem notables are visiting him there and will no doubt enlist his 























‘yrie—Damaseus, 


In Govornment circles preparations for elections coutinue, and there is no si 
in he Sm aia ng tn a hice 
Indeed, the head of the State, in a declaration made to foreign press representa 
tives, has emphasised that the elections will be held on the dates Appointed 
No important changes have taken place in the general situation, though talk 
of the unification of partion continues. It sms unlikely that definite Tite of 
candidates will be published by either of the principal parties anti 
sietigan have bec bold.” Unt Of the Principal partes nui the primary 
Considerable deference wax accorded to Sbukri, Quwatli 
seoting bon tho 20th dune f'n nclety recent formed fae he eae ak 
funds to build a hospital in Daiasus. The Rector of the Syrian University 
the chair, with the hend of the State on his right and Shukee Quwatli on. hiy 
loft, the French and British representatives being seated below. In his speech 
Shukei. suggested that the unity shown hy those prevent sn collaborating if this 
humanitarian project should be carried into the field of polities, nnd that Syra 
shoul unite to achieve liberty, sovereignty 
al Collet has been cbliged to relingu 
illnen Hix duties are being performed hy 
at Aleppo, who hax been replaced there hy ¢ 













































independence. 





7, Alaouite Territory. 

Since the announcement of the elections and the return of the Mohafe 
Damascus the situation hae beet strained. "In two districts ve, that of Diehle 
and Lattakia, the possibility of disorders is already apparent. In the fopoer 
which is the stronghold of the Ki ional strife hax broken out between 
Thrahim Kinj and his young neph 1, Bahjat Nosur. Unfortunately, 
both the Mohafez and the Free French ies are obviously supporting 
Hajat- who li been permitted to strut about the sireets of Lattakin an invade 

jovernment offices with a retinue of about sixty odd teibenmen, al 
fulminating against the Kins Be mene see ee 
i¢ Political Officer, who was also visited by this mob, has 
attention of the Dslégué-Aajont to the danger af ich toremeor at Ae pee 
‘moment, when political and tribal animonities are running hig 

Tn Lattakia the Haidari section, led by Aly Shibab Nasit (an ex-Deputy of 
1036), realising that the authorities are bent on ensuring th laws 
al Jebel, are hinting that they will boycott the elections 

Both these areas are regarded as potential daniger-spots i 
Adjoint, with whom the Political Officer is in close touch, hns therefore issued an 
order cancelling all permits to carry firearms until the elections are over. ‘The 

cesuary police dispositions are also being taken in readiness to cope wi 
rceeaty police dispositions are ali being taken in readiness to cope with aby 

‘The Mobafez, Shaugat al Abbas, is proceeding on leave o ul 
inane that Lal Gary Contandant ofthe Gearmaic Eats 
will act as Deputy Mobafez during the election period. 

Lists of persons selected to supervise the elections i 
Greate. the anti Mobates party maintain that this isthe Tas straw, as the 

porters of Suleiman Murshid and Shangat al Abbas. On 
i depend the counting of the votes and the orderly comluct of the electors 
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11. The Lebanon. 

‘The Lebanese Moslem leaders are still standing firm in their opposition to 
the recent amendments to the Lebanese Electoral Law. The French attempts to 
split them by encouraging the Najjadé leader. Jamil Mikkawi, to express support 
of Dr. Tabet and opposition to the Mufti have merely resulted in tbe complete 
Giscrediting of Mikkawi aud ins, drastic reduction in the umber of his 
followers. ‘It is understood that the Najjadé will shortly hold a meoting for the 
Purpose of deposing Mikkawi and electing tn his sad a certain Anis Sagbir, 
4 Nationalist whose past record. is nol w isfactory, but. who is persona 
grata to the Moslem leaders. The latter have now prepared a memorandum to 
the effect that they have no confidence in Dr, Tabet's impartiality in respect of 
either the census or the elections, and that they maintain their demand for the 
ancellation of the new electoral decrees, This randum is to be sent to 
AL. Helleu, with a copy to General Catroux and to the Allied and Arab represen: 
tatives who received copies of thelt previous pros. 

General Catroux on his arrival visited Dr, Tabet, who seemed pleased with 
the interview, and received Emile Eddé and Bechara el Khoury, but tio Moslem 
leader. To Bechara el Khoury he expressed surprise that the new electoral dectees 
should have been issued without reference to him, and discussed in general terms 
what further amendments might be expected to satiny the 
Teported that the Constitutional party had previously complained to him, through 
Mme, Catroux, of the opposition shown to it by the French and Dr. Tabet 

His Majesty's Chargé d’ Affaires. and the Political Officer discussed with 
Dr. Tabet on the 20th June the implications of the new Lebanese law on miniranin 
Wages in so far as it concerned British interests. Dr. Tabet made it quite clear 
that. with an eyo to his own electoral prospects, be could not rescind any clause 






































a 
Tncenses and. allowances 
provided for by the law; the situation in Tripoli is peculiar in that there are 
three large French concerns close £6 the I.P.C_ all of which haye applied the new 
Jaw in toto to their employees 

Rashid Mokaddem’s return to Tripoli, even under surveillance, had the 
expected depressing effect on thove elements of the population who are not 
subservient to the French; this effect seems to be diminishing ax the conditions 
Of his release and the ultimate intentions of the British in regard to him become 
more widely known. 

‘An impression that elections in the Lebanon will never be held is reported 
to be gaining ground in several districte and to have been, nccepted with 
quanitity in view of the general impression that, despite declarations to the 























contrary, the elections will be largely rigg 
(2 8042 /6508/60) No. 67, 
Mr, Eden to Mr. Macmillan 
(No. 90.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, th July, 1948, 


M. MASSIGLI came to see me this afternoon for a farewell visit before his 
return to Algiers when we surveyed Anglo-French relations in general. While he 
did not specifically ask for recognition in any form, M. Massigli made plain how 
anxious he was to bring ahout a détente in relations between the Committee and 
the United States, 1 told him that 1 shared his view, and added that I felt sure 
that any action the Committee could take to increase American confidence in them 
would be valuable. M. Mastigli said he was anxious to get back to Algiers 
quickly, since, though the Committee was gaining strength, they were sadly 
lacking’ in political knowledge and international experience. T gathered that be 
had received one or two telegrams recently from the Committee as a whole which 
had troubled him, He indicated that he thought the Committee v ould like to put 
M. Viénot in charge of French affairs here, if that were agreeable to us. T made 
no objection. ~~ 

‘2. T then raised the question of Syria, when M. Massigli reported to me on 
is discussions with Mr. Casey and General Spears. He said that he had sent a 




























































































in2 


‘rammendation to the Committee on the subject of Makkadam.and, though be 
iid not tell me what it was, I formed the impression that he had suggested that 
he should be handed over to us. For the rest’ we ‘agreed that an effort should be 
made to settle all outstanding financial probiems while Mr. Casey and General 
Spears ware in Algiera 

3. On the wider political plane I impressed upon M. Massigli the need for a 
new deal” in respect of the Prench attitude to us in Syria. Thad the impres 
sion that there were too many people causing unnecessary difficalties for oUF 
authorities. While M. Massighi did not contest this, he hinted that, as in the past 
in Syrian affairs, there were, perhaps, fanits on both sides. Anyway, it was his 
intention to do all he could to ensure full French co-operation . Mr. Casey bad 
given him one or two names of particularly recalcitrant French officials, and be 
‘would see when he got back to Algiers whether anything could be done about them. 
In any event, it was his intention that Anglo-French relations in Syria, as else 
where, should work smoothly. If he were not successful in bringing this about, oF 
if he were not given sufficient scope, he would willingly make way for another. 
He asked for our help in his difficolt task; T assured him’ that he. should 
have it 


Tam, &. 
ANTHONY EDEN, 





(1 4142/27/89) No. 68. 


Extract from Weekly Political Summary No, 67—Syria and the Lebanon, 
14th July, VOAB.—(Received in Poreiiyn Office, Bed Fuly.) 


1, General, 


Md in Syria on the 10th and 11th July and, 
assed! off without serioux incident 


prepared 
for the Natio ly 

The more important parties have still not made known theit liste of 
candidates or their programme. As a result, primary electors have clea 
vecondary electors without knowing which candidates the latter will be called 
Uupon to vote for, or the principles for which they stand. This curious and 
unsatisfactory site of affairs seems to be due to the fact that in the past the 
Frouich have ‘always ude known their programme, and the absence of such a 
lead now hax loft a void which Syrian politicians are either too cautious or (00 
Tacking in ideas to fl 

In the Lebanon General Catroux has interviewed the Moslem leaders and 
has made certain proposals designed to remove their grievances (see under 
The Lebanon below), These proposals have, however, piven, tise ton, violent 
‘agitation amongst the Christians, and the Maronite Patriarch has sent a 

Dr. Eyoub ‘assuring hiin of his full support. There is. consequently, 

considerable tension between the communities, and a certain amount of rioting 
‘may result in Beirut 


8. Euphrates and Jesireh, 

Euphrates—Numerous complaints have heen made by local sheikhs about 
French interference in the election campaign, and certain of them have threatened 
to canse trouble unless this interference ceases. ‘These sheikhs have been informed 
that the British authorities will not. permit any disorders, and it is not thought 
likely that they will cause serious trouble unless the French themselves resort to 
physical intimidation, 

‘There is no doubt that these sheikhs have been encouraged to adopt a truculent 
attitude by the knowledge that the British and French authorities are at variance 
with one avother in this area as a result of the misconduct of the French 


Déegue Adjoin. 
he latter has now, as a result of his visit to Beirut, undertaken to observe 
the Franco-British Agreements in force in this province, and to maintain at least 
4 polite facade as far as his relations with the British Political Officer are 
concerned. 
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Jezirch—The situation is quiet in the Jezirch. Conditions in Hassetche 
ve been normal following the settlement of the local supply problem (see 
ary No. 66 of the 7th July) 
No definite agreement has yet been reached between the Kurds and Arabs 
Fegarding election candidates in the Kamichlie district, but it is believed that 
sides are now prepared to settle their differences. 


Ul, The Lebanon. 

On the Sth July the Moslem leaders sent M, Hellew further protest against 

new Lebanese electoral laws, in which they accused the Lebanese Government 
both of having exceeded the powers they received from i 
Sppointment and of having acted illegally in including 199,000 Lebanese resident 

id in the total population figures when computing the number of Deputies, 
thas altering the balance between Christian and Moslem communities, thot gh 
Making no serious attempt to check whether these emigrants conformed to the 

nese suffrage laws, 

On the same date General Catroux received a personal letter from 
Nahas Pasha stating that lively suspicions had been aroused in Egypt by the 
Postponement of the Lebanese elections and by the alteration of the Lebanese 
electoral law in favour of the Christians. "The letter pointed out that an 
Understanding between the Christians and the Moslems in the Lebanon was 
Sssential as a basis for agreement between these communities throughout the Near 
Fast, and expressed tho hope that a new anti-Moslem policy was not. being 
embarked upon. Nahas Pasha ended by stating that the Lebanese Moslems would 

yyoott the elections if held under the new law, and that they had appealed to 
him; he called upon General Catroux, as the only person capable of resolv’ 
the problem, to take action, and suggested that the Moslems would be sat 
if the proportion of the Christian to Moslem Deputies were again changed to 
the ration 20: 25. 

Tn the next four days General Catronx interviewed several Lebanese notables, 
And called officially on the Mafti, where he was confronted by the assembled 

Jom notables with reproaches for not having seen them earlier, and. with 

wands for tho removal of the present Lebanese Government and the amendment 
of the electoral awa.” Some of the Christians whom he aaw also expresied conearn 
fost the feeling which the new Iaws had aroused ainongst the Mowloms should 
induce the latter to raise the whole question of the status of the Lebanon, which 

xy recognised could only exist on a basis of Christian-Moslem co-operation, 

In. his various conversations General Catroux made no vecret of hix 
Sonviction that Dr. Eyoub Tabet. had committed a major political blunder and 
that M. Hella bad proved hisself incapable of discharging hix duties, by 
Allowing the development both of this highly controversial issue and of 
difference with the British so acute as to be evident at all. (He doubtleas roferrod 
to the Mokaddem case.) He also showed that he hnd not been kept informed of 
the Moslem grievances and had only discovered their gravity after reaching thin 
country. 

On the evening of the 12th Jaly he sent the Moslem Jeaders a. set of ew 
Proposals designed to satisfy their grievances, These inclided = (1) the adoption 
Of Nahas Pasha's suggested division of sots between the Christians and the 
Nose nth rato of 329; 2 the appt ofa new Monn Secretary 
‘of State, in whose hands the executive power would be placed, Dr. Eyoub Tabet 
being retained as titular Head of the State but horn of all powers and forbidden 
to stand as a candidate for the elections; (8) the shelving of the problems of the 
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nd Sidon, in both of which place 
desperate eflorts were ma : seille ge enthusiastic 
demonstrations of welcome; in the former the Mokaddem family were in the 
a particularly artificial performance. In both places the enthusiasm 
strictly limited, which is not surprising in view of the number of times 
whipped up to manifest their devotion 
to France on some similar occasion in the last few months. A jarring note was 
struck in Tripoli by the Qadi, who stressed the people's desire for independeate 
‘and for ultimate union with other Arab States 
The strilce in the I.P.C. installation at Tripoli ended without the company 
having to make any ¢ though the employees have sent x deputation’ 
tusk Dr. Tabet to interprot the new Wages Law in their ease. In most other cases 
employers seem to terms with their employees without having 10 
ay mont of the inctea law provides 
‘An attempt which is now being made to control the prices of vegetables, fruit 
‘and tneat is reported from same areas, notably the Bekaa, to he having a salutary 
coffe 
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Extract from Weekly Political Summary. Secret. No. 68, Syria and the 
Lebanon. 21st July, \WAS.—(Receired in oreign Office, 4th August.) 


1, General, 

REPORTS from outlying rogions of Syria, received after the compilation of 
nat wook's Summary, confirm that primary elections passed off without important 
incident, “In seversl districts votes had t9 be paid for on a considerable scale if 
order to achieve the necessary minimum, 

General Catroux lett for Algiers on tho 16th July with the Lebanese political 
cris still wuvolved,.-M. Hellet's subsequent attempts to solve it-on the lines 
prescribed by the general were unsuccessful, and on the 21xt July he resorted 
the stop-gap solution of inducing Dr. Tabet to resign and bringing in @ new 
interim Government (we under ‘The Lebanon"), 


3 Syrla—Damaseus, 

Tn the opinion of His Majesty's Conwul, the calm in which the primary 
Pring tok place enn be atest to the facts that in meany ll quarters a 
ists of secondary candidates were made before polling day by the leaders of the 
quarters, and that neither the Government Hor the Freiich exerted unde pressate 

the electors. Neither Shukri Quwatli nor the Shahbandar party has yet 

ever, published official lists 

‘On tho 14th July Colonel Oliva-Roget, the Délégoé at Soncida, took over the 
post of Acting DilGzué in Damascus in place of M. Fauquenot, who returned 
Rulinly. and without explanation to Aleppo. ‘The change as phased the 
‘Nationalists, who have always regarded M. quenot as an enemy. 

‘Nuri Said Pasha spent'a day in Damascus and dined with the head of the 
State and Shukri Quwatli, Tn conversation he did not reveal much interest in the 
local situation, but expressed the view that the elections had been properly 
conducted and that Syria was well set on the path to independence. 


4. Aleppo. 

Ina few quarters elections had to be continued on the 11th, as the necessary 
imininmum pereentage of votes had. not been recorded on the 10th, Even s0, only 
a third of the electors in Aleppo voted. 

No settlement has heen reached between the Jabri and Kayali factions, and: 
although the chance of a joint list has not yet been destroyed by the publication 
of definite opposing lists, the ordds are against the closing of the breach dne te 
personal jealousies and ambitions. It is believed that Saadallah Jabri scored in 
the primary elections snd that be car: now count on the important backing of tht 

nag Armenians, 

Tati Bey Haller and two other supporters of Shur Quwaili arrived is 
‘Aleppo in s farther attempt to prevent the breakiown of th reconciliation m 
at the time of Quwatli's visit. 
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5. Homs and Hama, 
ds the elections. Tn Homs only 


60 per vent. 
equally divided between the National bloc candidates and their oppaw 

zht advantage to the oc, particularly in the country distric 
comparative failure of the Nationalists is probably dae to their mishandling of 
local fends and to the ill-will of Hashim Ataasi, who is resentful at having boen 
pushed into the shade by Shukri Quwatli. 
ue it Haza the Ist ied by Shalit Q of the time being, but 
the individual candidates are already beginning to intrigue behind one another's 
backs, Bete . 

Althoagh pressure was brought to bear on the electors by the candidates and 
their agents, there were no complaints of interference by the French in either 
town, 


. Jebel Druse. 

Primary elections passed off without serious incident, and the people seemed 
determined not to allow anything to interfere with their harv 

Yousef Pasha has submitted a petition to the Central Government asking for 
the reversal of the decision that his candidature should not be acerpted, and wont 
to Damascus to further his cause. He was followed closely by the Einkr Hassan, 
who will no doabt do everything possible to preserve the status quo, 


8. Kupheates and Jesirch 
Kuphrates. 
Jexirch—The 

‘area did not 


mented a list 


‘The Kurdish party assert ly 
ment officials had shown discrimi in fasour af the Arab leaders, and. thay 
therefore appealed to the Mobafes of the Jezireh, which entaged 
the Kurds, tho Mobafez was ill-adyised enongh to threaten to hand them back 
to Turkey. After despatching telegrams of protest to the Syrian, Br 
reach aborities, they decided, homever. too abead quietly with the 

of the seats 


th trath-that. the loa avers 


ML. The Lebanon. 

General Catroux's proposals, outlined in Inst week's Summary, were acce 
with little demur by the Moslems, but aroused bitter opposition 
Christian clergy. The counter-agitation was led by the Maronites despite the 
fact that it was oot they, but the Christian minorities, who stood ts lone by these 
Proposals 

During the next two days General Catroux, in his, vumerous conversations 
with notables, made it clear that he had little patience with Christian claims and 
declared his determination 10 force his solution on the Christians and on 
Dr. Tabet. On the 15th July he started negotiations with Abdallah Beyhum 
(whom be had proposed, and the Moslems had accepted, for the post of head of 
the Government) and with the Maronite Patriarch, He did not dissent from the 
latter's insistence that his notorious little factotum, Taufiq Awad, should be made 
& Minister under Abdullah Beybum, and the Moslems agreed on condition that 
‘Awad were not given the portfolio of the Interior and were not allowed to stand 
as a candidate. He also came to agreement with Abdullah Beybum on most 
points, particalarly that there should be n0 French interference in. the elections 
and that Abdul-Hamid Kerami’s candidature should be “* supported rather than 
‘opposed."* The question of the number and distribution of seats remained, 
however. unresolved, and General Catroux seems to have found the Christians 
more iniransigent on this and on otber points, than he had expected. He 
therefore decided that he coald no longer pat off his rettimn to Algiers, and, nfter 
broadcasting # farewell message to the Lebanese ou the 1th July, in which he 
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exhorted them to unity amongst themselves and stressed their connexion’ wit 
France, he left by air for Algiers on the 16th July. sapere 

M_ Helleu, faced with the thankless task of attempting to enforce. the 
general's decisions, spent the next week in fruitless negotiations with the rival 
factions. On the 21st July he decided to cut the Gordian knot by insisting om 
De, Tabet’s resiguation. The latter accepted with surprisingly little fuss, and 
& new interim Government was formed consisting of Petro. Trad, a Greek 
Orthodox nonentity, as head of State, Abdullah Beyhum (Sunni) as head of the 
Government and Taufiq Awad (Maronite). This, it must be emphasised, is only & 
partial solation, The new Government is left to settle for itself the main 
outstanding problems of the proportion of Christian to Moslem seats, the date of 
the elections and the census. Dr. Tabet's departure does, ho remove one 
important stambling-block. It remains to be seen how far agreement has already 
been reached behind the scenes in regard to the outstanding questions—as also 
how far the new Government can count on French support against the Maronites, 
‘on Whore allegiance they have always relied in their long-term policy. 

Tn the prev nditions in. which election will be 
bel fi ld at all, electoral activity has been on a small 


roux’s farewell 
recuption at Sidon, three of them have been arrested by the 
Sroté. Tn general, however, his efforts to make a stand for Lebanese rights have 
increased his prestige, and may encourage similar action elsewhere. 

Dr. Ayoub Tabet, in pursuance of his plank for fiscal reform, had brought 
‘out a new tax on buildings to replace the antiquated Ottoman tax, and tl 
appears to have been comparatively well received, His attempta to collect the 
War profits tax had, however, led him into a morass of discussions with the Beirut 
Merchants’ Association, and he had been compelled to allow a further period of 
race for appeale agaiat anwcamente whilst be pursued his negotiations with 

em. His relinguishment of office will probably result in the indefinite abolving 

of these problems hips . 

‘Nuri Pasha loft Beirut for Jerusalem on the 19th July without having openly 
intervened in the Lebanese political crisis . 





(8 4850/27/89) 


Extracts from Weekly Political Summary No. 69; Syria and the Lebanon 
‘RUN duly, YOAS—-(RRecieed in Foreign Office, Oth August) 


1. General. 
Secondary elections took place throughout Syria on the 26th July and 
resulted in a sweeping victory for the Nationalists. There wax a complete 
absence of excitement or disorder 
Tn spite of much lobbying there has been no change in the situation in the 
Tabanon, andthe date of the elections all remaine to be settled 
¢ fall of Mussolini has caused the usual exaggerated of a speedy 
ending to the war rat ote po 


8. Syria—Damaseus, 
Tn Damascus the whole of the Nationalist list, headed by Shukri Quwatli, 


was elected. Minority candidates returned include Naim Antaki, Ministe 
Foreign Affairs in jes ional Government, and Faris Khouri.” saiaraains 
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4. Aleppo. 

‘The Saadallah Jabri and Moudarres factions did not, after all, present a 
combined list, but the better elements in both lists have been returned, thou 
the majority of the Deputies elected are Jabri’s nomineces. Four of the Moslem 
candidates failed to obtain the required minimum of votes and second poll 
will therefore take place for these candidates on the 20th July. 


5. Home and Hama. 

In Homs the Nationalists completely swept the board. Both Adnan and 
Helmi Atassi have been returned; Hashim Atassi did not stand. It now seets 
pretty well established that he had given General Catroux an undertaking to 
conclnde a treaty with France if he returned to power, and as a result he has been 
completely discredited. 

Tn Hama the Nationalists have had a ¢imilar victory, the opposition having 
completely faded away. 


Ll. The Lebanon. 

No progress has been made towards the solution of the problem of the number 
and distribution of seats in the future Lebanese Chamber, the three members 
Of the new interim Government being in disagreement amongst themselves on 
this point 

‘Abdullah Beybum, the new head of the Government, acting under the orders 
of the Moslem Committee, has urged that Dr. Tabet's decrees altering, the 
‘electoral law shall bo rescinded, thus returning to a total of 42 Deputien; whilst 
the other two, acting under Christian pressure, favoured a further increase to 
63 Depation. “The French, thotigh evant, clearly incline to the Christian viow- 
point. A series of undignified efforts to reach @ compromixe by bargaining, 
rather than by negotiation, have been undertaken during the paxt few days, but 
the Moslems have held firm whilst the Maronite Patriarch, whose views are 
faithfully represented by his creature, 1 adamant in his 
demand for 6% Deputies, 4 in the proportion 
35:28 between Christians and Moslems, On the 20th July a doputatio 
délégation officials endeavoured, without success, to force this solution on the 
Moslems, who resisted it, and the matter rests there for the moment 
probable, however, that a frexb attempt will now be made by the French to secure 
Acceptance of the'ratio proposed by Nahas Pasha, viz., 29:25—a ratio accepted 
at an earlier stage by the Moslems but rejected by the Christians, ‘The date 
of elections has hardly been discussed pending the solution of the greater problem, 
bbut it seems unlikely to be fixed before mid-August at the earliest 

‘The new interim Government has naturally undertaken no effective 
administrative work, being wholly engaged in these electoral discussions. A 
eport of the division of portfolios amongst them, giving Tawlq Awad, the 
Interior despite previous assurances to the contrary, has now been denied in a 
communiqué which records that the signature of all three Ministers is requited 
on any measure they may protulgate, 

Public opinion is contemptuons of the new régime and particularly of the 
inclusion in it of Awad, who is almost universally detested. On the subject of 
the electoral decrees Christian and Moslem feelings are liable to run danger- 
ously high if a solution is not soon found, though protracted discussion is 
causing increasing weariness and disillusionment. 





(E 4611/27/89) No. 71 


Extract from Weekly Political Summary, No, 70, Syria and the Lebanon, 
‘a 


4th August, 1943.—(Received in Foreign Office, \7th August.) 


(Seeret.) 
Generat 

NOW that the final results of the Syrian elections are available it is possible 
to assess some of the tendencies which bave been at work during the electoral 
campaign. The overwhelming success of the Natioualists, whilst undoubtedly 
Attributable to the superior organisation and financial power of the National 
bloc, to the belief that the party enjoyed the blessing of the French (who, although 
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disliked, have to be placated) and the British, and to the personal prestige of 
Shukri Quveali, is allo indicative of the resurgence of pro-Nationalistseutment, 
‘and of the growing desire that the end of the war shall not find Syria inarticulate 
and helpless. ‘The last-minute withdrawal from the contest of Hashim Bek 
Atassi (See Summary No. 69 of the 25th July) marked the failure of French 
actompts to sre a prelectian tatgain with the Natinalsts over the question 
of a Franco-Syrian treaty, and the new Parliament may be expected to prove 
intransigent on this issue.” Tn addition, the recent comings and gosnge of political 
Personalities from neighbouriog Arab States, whose interest in Syria is growing 
as the question of Arab union comes increasingly to the fore, have not escaped 
{he almevation of the more politically minded, whose in th 
eit future spokesmen when the time comes to put forward Syria’s claims 
ieadeethip to's federation Of Arab Staten Se aa 
At the same time it would be wrong to assume that the eleo 
an accurate expression of public opinion as & whole.” Popular 
elections was at no stage very considerable, for instance, only some 80 per cent 
of the electorate voted during the primary elections: in Damascus and. Aleppo; 
find even if they had all voted the result would still have been unsatisfactory, 
since the system of elections in two degrees reduces to manageable. proporti 
tha numiet of people who have to be squared by one means er another, and Is, 
therefore, ‘au eficouragement to corruption, 
¢ manner in Which the elections were conducted has, however, complete 
justified the policy of strict impartiality which has been followed by the J in 
uthorities since the electoral campaigo began. Despite the charges of 
wifforence which were levelled. at the British authorities at an earlier stage in 
{he procedings hy candidates who for their own reasons would have liked to 
om turned. into an Anglo-French contest, it is now general i 
Spar diane acai ciel oie eae 
lection singularly tree from foreign interference, “oth, French 
horities have 
ht there has b an 
no open intimidation; and the number of complai 
‘nd petitions which have been tdceaed tothe Central Government on te score 
of interference ix very amall, On the whole the elections may. therefore be 
regarded as ation which ix 
nal Govern: 


he can form a Government strong en ciently homoge 
th ety ell and acorda pnrn emer remoaian 

he Lebanose political crisix hax been solved, after a week of wi 
tegotitions, by the impositn bythe French nd. ich authorities of 
compromise whereby the new Chamber is to consist of fifty-five members, of whom 
twenty-five are to be Moslem and thirty Christian. ‘This solution hax been 
accepted by the Moslems on condition that a census is taken within the next two 
years, on the basis of which fresh elections will be held. The Christians have 
‘aceopted the sottlement also, though in the case af the Maronite Patriare i 
Halden minority of extreints, with a bad grace, 

he price of wa fallen to L8yr. 48 por sovereign, and there has been a 
PE Td SE afore ge pe 
have hereto ‘yot benefited as wholenalors ‘are holding on to their stocks in 

ope that the drop may prove to be ter rary. Food Is, parti ly meat 

tnd vegetables, continue a'thett previous high Towel ne Prsceeary meat 


Syria Damascus, 


ther details of the voting in Damascus show that the of si 
Que party "wig camps “Every wanker of hie tn cna an abe 
majority of voles, Shuket Quwatli himself gaining 623 out of 719 valid votes 
cont “The Opposition’ strongest candidate, Dr: Sami Kabbara, polled only 386 
jotes. Lia also of interest to recor Ki zl y 
Ss la a that Khaled Baghdash, the local Communist 
3 extent, however, to which these results arded as represe! 
tive of tho full vange of Demasces- public: opinion, mites be nit by the 
considerations referred to under “ General above. 

Che Syrian Government has passed a decree forbiddis a 
a period eceding’nine yearn to any foreign person or predomineutly Torey 
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ampany of real property in Syria, without expres authorisation of the Govern- 
iment. ‘The complete text of this decree is not yet available, but it is known to 
apply to companies formed: for agricultural exploitation, drying of marshes or 
Greation of settlements, If strictly applied, it should, therefore, constitute au 
dliective barrier to the Jewish agricultural and industrial penetration of Syria, 
Of which there has been talk here from time to time. 

‘On the 30th July the head of the Government, in the presence of His 
Majesty's Minister and M_ Hellou, officially opened the pipe bringing water from 
Yaduda to Deraa Town. The artesian wells and piping were constructed hy the 
Royal Engineers shortly after the Allied entry into Syria, and have now been 
left for the population of Deraa, since its own main water supply was destroyed 
during the campaign. 


Aleppo. 

‘The polling which took place on the 20th July, for those candidates who 
failed to secure a clear majority of votes, resulted in the election of three mote 
Mipporters of Saadallah Jabri, who has therefore scored a considerable victory, 
‘and established his claitn to be the Nationalist leader in this area, 


Tebel Drese, 

Polling took place in an atmospbery of calm and resulted in a triumph for 
the Atrash family, three metbers of which were elected, via, the Kmir Hassan 
and Yousef Pasha for Soucida, and Ali Mustafa for Salkhad, The other Deputies 
Feturned, namely, Hassan el Amer for Chahba, Ogla Bek ol Qutami for the 
Minorities. and Sheikh Saoud el Fawaz of the Sardiyeh tribe representing the 

fare all Atrash nominees 

"The completeness of this victory gives some cause for apprehension, as Atraxh 
arrogance may now be expected to increase, but it is satisfactory to report that 
direct French interference in the elections in this area was nogligible 


Tribal. 

Of the Deputies returned to represeut the Bedouin tribes, the more important 
are the Emir Fawwar ash-Shalan, a brother-in-law of Ibn Sand, Sheikh Trad 
Tn Milbem (Hassana), the Emir Faowr Ibn Faour (Radel), and SI 
Tho Mubsin (Shammar of Zor), 


The Lebanon. 

Discussions regarding the number and distribution of seats in the f 
Lebasiese Chamber continned during the early part of the woek under te 
with increasing acerbity. In the interim Lebanese Government, Abdullah 

hum was pulled one way by the Moslem Council and Tawfiq Awad another 
way by the Maronite Patriarch; while Petro Trad continued to express senile 
‘ptimism a to his power to seitle the question without showing the alihtou 
Sigas of being able to do so, Many of the Christians, roused by the Moslem 
attitude and incited by Emile Edda, were showing an increasingly uncompro. 
tmising spirit in support of the Maronite Patriarch’s demands; whilst tho Moslem 
Council was not wnafected by the arguments of some of its weaker members that, 
provided a juster division between Moslems and Christians was assured, some 
Increase in Ue umber of Depetie ‘would improve their own chanoes of being 
Tn the face of these conflicting claims, M. Helleu showed himeelf irresolute 
and was therefore the readier to accept the assistance of His Majesty's Minister 
in solving the problem, After full discussions, it was agreed that the best solution 
was to adopt Nahas Pasha’s suggested figure of 54 Deputies, divided 20:25 
between Christians and Moslems, but that, if it proved impossible to, get the 
Christians to accept this, ane more seat would be allotted to them, making the 
proportion 30 Christians to 25 Moslems, 

‘With M. Helleu's full agreement, His Majesty's Minister visited the 
Maronite Patriarch on the 20th July to explain the Allied point of view, Ax 
was expected, the Patriarch was unreasonable and obstinate, but was left in no 
Goubt that his attitude was most detrimental to the cause of Lebanese indepen 
dence and was calculated to lose him all British sympathy, The following day 
His Majesty's Minister visited the Lebanese Mufti, in whose honse most af the 
members of the Moslem Council were assembled, and urged them to accept, the 
‘Allied solution. After some discussion they willingly agreed to do so. The 
Greek Orthodox Archbishop of Beirut was also. visited by the counsellor with 
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the object of persuading him no c i i 
fo cect of Persuading him not to associate bis community with the intransi- 
On the 31st July M. Helle published a decree announcing the solution 
described in paragraph 2 abow and stating also that a censas ‘would be held 
Within two years to determine finally the actual population figures. 
day both M- Helleu and His Majesty's Minister tecadeast freee Beirut explaining 
the solution and stressing the full agreement of French and British autborities 
in arriving at it. The date of the elections has not, however, 20 far been fixed, 
ough itis hoped that they will take place towards the end of the current month 
he solution found, which is widely attributed to British action, has the full 
support of the Moslems, who are flattered at the manner in which they ‘were 
consulted by His Majesty's Minister, and of a large section of the Christians, 
notably the Constitutional party. ‘Tawfiq Awad. who visited the Maronite 
Patriarch on the Tst August accompanied by Abdullah Beyhuma, reported on h 
return that he had persuaded the Patriarch to accep the situation with compara: 
tively good grace, Only Emile Eddé and his immediate followers, all violent 
partisans of a Christian-controlled Lebanon, are dissatisfied and critical, The 
population as a whole, weary of these long drawn-ont discussions over elections 
for which they have tio great enthusiasm, seem inclined to accept tho solution 
without further discussion and to regard the whole matters as now past history. 





[B 4779/27/89) No, 72, 


Batracts from Weekly Political Summary No, 71—Syria and the 
Uth A upuat, okd~ecetted In Foreign Opie aint teat ne 


General, 


POLITICAL, activity in Syria is centred round the f if 
Government and the election of the Preaident vo pubic. Bo far there ate 
40 cleat indicaiony as to the composition of the Consens of tee hens ot 
President, Hashim Bek Atassi, the last elec 

his prelection negotiations with the French. 

Present conditions require the 


ae soap 
remained 


Ho himself does not 

ince on the one hand he recently 

Jamil Ulshi Government, and 

refused to stand for election because. he 
‘resident of the Republic and therefore 


ty. the eyes of many are turning towards 
i, who as teen patti cut dinero feclers in varius Sitertione 
im 1 banquet 10 the Deputies from the Jebel Dru 
of the Atrash family, whioos attics Re fae Pea ea papel 
he sent Lutfi Haffar and Fares Khouri to Homs to seek the views of Huashiwy 
Bek Atassi, who is reported to have replied that he would be ruled by the desires 
Geis fiends scons probable therefore that Shukri's aititnde will be 
le by that of Hashim Bek, as he is unlikely to put forward his 
scr Cathie ‘as he is unlikely to put forward his candidacy 
It is also thought possible that Ata Bey Ayoubi, of the P: 
Government, may sand, with French support bet his eet Gane eet 
sould be if Shoei Guat and Hashim TBck Atassi were uae to agree The 
lection will take place on the 17th August a inst session of the 
Ese Place on the 17th August at the first session of the new 
is expected, the passions roused in the recent Christian-M 
regarding the number and distribution of seats in the futuro Lebenose Cheeta, 
rubsided a soon.as it was understood that the solation fonnd had been itaposel 
by enucerted action between the British and Freach authorities. The. press ou 
the 4th August published an exchange of letters hetween the head of the State 
and the Maronite Patriarch in which the latter gave his blessing to the electeral 
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Arrangements made, thus showing that one of the most important causes of 
irritation had been removed. The various politicians at once turned their 
Attention to the composition of electoral lists, and electioneering activities have 
been hastened by the publication on the Sth August of a decree announcing that 
the elections will be held on the 29th August—about a month earlier than the 
date originally fixed by Dr. Ayoub Tabet 

The news of Allied military successes, and the general expectation that Ttaly 
will soon te out of the war, has led to a sharp fall in wholteale prices, though 
Tetail prices are still slow in following. The gold pound has now fallen to 
$Syr. 37 


Syria-Damascus. 

‘The new Parliament will be officially opened on the 17th August, when it 
will proceed with the election of parliamentary officials, the establishment of the 
Yalidity of the elections, and the election of a President of the Republic (see under 
*' General "" above), 

‘Shops were closed on the 2nd and 3rd August, when the Government again 
attempted to enforve the payment of income tax (see Summaries Nos, 54, 58 
find @). After compelling a Christian merchant to pay a contribntion of 
£Syr. 5,000 by threatening to impound his goods, the Government tried to adopt 
the same measure with a Moslem merchant, whereupon his fellow merchants 
closed in sympathy and sent depatations to the Serail. The Government's 
attitude in the matter is not yet known, but it is feared that the strike may 
intimidate thom into abandoning the collection of the tax, which is urgently 
needed by the Syrian Treamury, 


The Lebanon. 

‘Tho unity which was shown by the Lebanese Moslems during the recent crisis, 
in now being somewhat threatoned by the electoral rivalries of the principal 
members, but it bas #0 far held together aufficiently to take concerted action in 
two important matters ia which Moslem interests are involved. 

‘The first of thew was the resignation on the 6th August of the Moa 
member of the interim Government. Abdul Beyhom, on the gr ds the 
ould ho longer suffer the constant interference of Une head of tho State a 
certain French officials in minor administrative matters. The Congrom at once 

Tot Lo Fesign and assured hitn of their full support; they also protested 

wy to the Dékigué Général against the jllegs Tnterferences._ Toth the 

head of the State and the French authorities alo begged Abdullah Beyhum to 
Withdraw his resignation, which he eventually agreed to do, 

"The other and more important. question concerns tho situation in "Tripoli 
Hore the fallowers of Rashid Mokaddein have ducing the past week indolged it 
accrics of aggressions against the followers of Abdul Hamid Kerami, and on the 
Sth Angust a serious riot ensued in which two persons lost their lives, ‘he local 
police, gendarmerie and gardes wobiles, on the pretext of maintaining order, 

favour of the Mokaddem faction, the 
mained tinpunished whilst. Kerami and his partisans 
weer searched, interrogated and otherwise molested, The object war clearly 
twofold to convince the population that the Mokaddeme, despite the house 
‘arrest, and the uncertainty of the future deportation of their leader, were still 
the most important electoral force, and also to give the iinpression that the 
disturbances merely resulted from the rivalry of two leaders a0 that the rethoval 
Of both from the electoral arena could be put forward as a justifiable 
solution. At the same time Abdul Hamid Kerami was approached by 
the French with an offer of eee under which the opposition to 
candidature would be withdrawn if he accepted to take certain French nominees, 
incioding a Mokaddem, on "his eletoral list and would agree 10 drop 
Hamid Frangieh. Kerami a) irs to have dec! jis refusal to accept such a 
Ceaee unde daress and the Meslem Council in Beirat informed the French 
authorities that, if the conseiller were not withdrawn during the electoral period, 
they could not answer for the consequences 5 ‘ 

In the meantime the British authorities, in order to obviate the risk of 
‘serious breaches of peace, induced M. Hellou to accept the participation of British 

‘aunpel in the surveillance of Rashid Mokaddem (thus eoaverting it from a faree 
Ferzonoel in th aod also to agres tn the inimadiate arréat Of Raihid's cleat son, 
Tt has also been confirined in writing that Rashid will be handed over to the 
British authorities for deportation immediately after the elections. 
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In other Lebanese provinces the formation of electoral lists will be completed 
this week. Tn Mount Lebauon there will be a straight fight between the lists 
headed by those inveterate rivals, Emile Edde and Bechara el Khoury, with the 
odds at present on the latter. In South Lebanan the main ight will be between 
tho rival lists of the two strong Shia candidates, Ahmed el Assad and 
‘Adel Omseyran to former of what it being actively backed ty Un coasetee a 
Sidon and who in any case has a better chance. In Heirut and in the Bekaa there 
‘lables only coe ie 

A ae & disturbances, one x oat oe) have taken place in Zahlé, 
ecm leat n coumarin wth ie nathet of session aoe eee 
te 0.0: Aw exguiry has Been precaled i neh ae 
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Sir B. Spears to Mr. Eden—(Received 24th August, 
(No. 40) Kare) 
Sir, Beirut, 7th August, 1943, 
WITH referonce to my telegram No, 480 of the 25th July regarding th 
holding of secondary elections in Syria, 1 have the houour te tranerait to. yo 
horowith a list (}) of the successful candidates according to the districta which 
thay will represent in the new Chamber of Deputies 
‘The second degree electi uly passed off in an atmosphere 
out. the whole co nd no far fo werious incidents have been. 
of one death in Homs not having v0 far 
rgex of discrimination and interference have 
sa idates, and a few complaints have 
point of fact preliminary reports suggeat that there 
Title Interference either ‘bythe Freoch or: the Syrian 
it themselves, Shukri Quwatli has himself assured me that the 
clections were, on the whole, carried out fairly. ‘They were the best in this 
rospect ever held in Syria 
3. The remults of the first count, annonnced on the 27th July, show an 
qrerwhelming majority in favour of de Nationalist oe candidates heade by 
Shukei Quwath, In Damaweus his lint was returced complet 
dito to Shakti Quali himself (who gained 
cast in Damascus), Jamil Mard 
Sabri Avali among the Moslem the Christin 
Khoury, formor prouident of the Syrian Chambet of Deputies (and, incidentally, 
4 dragoinan at the Damascus consulate from 1890 to 1900), for the otherwise 
unrepresented minorities, and Naim Autaki, the young and energetic Minister 
for Foreign Affaire in’ Ata Ayoubi’e Government, representing the Greck 
Onthodox community, It is an indication of the measure of Shukri Quwathi’s 
mucons thatthe Opponition's strongest candidate, Dr. Samy Kablars, the 
publisher of ¢l-Kabburu, the Shabbandarist party newspaper, only gained 
486 votes, It is aleo of Interest to record, in view of the persistent reports of 
the spread of communism in the Levant States, and in Syria in particular, that 
Khaled Bagdash, the leader of the local Communists, polled a mere 1:0 votes 
4. In the provincial towns the resulte show the sume preponderance i 
favour of the Nationalists. In Hama the stand put up by a small number of 
independent Nationalists, not on, the official list, was negligible, and the official 
list was consequently returned virtually unopposed : in Lattakia and in Home 
the Nationalists also swept the board, Hashim Atassi, formerly President of 
the Republic, did not stand for Hom, and it now seems fairly well established 
that he has been completely discredited ax a result of having given General 
Catroux an undertaking to conclude a treaty with France if be retarned to 
powor. Both his sons, Adnan and Hebni Atassi, were, however, elected, In 
Aleppo, Saadallah Jabri, Shukri Quwatli’s chief representative in North Syria, 
‘scored heavily over his competitors, and ont of sixteen places, gainied ten outright, 
with a very mediocre team. As four Moslem and two Christian seats did not 
receive the requisite number of votes, a second ballot was held on the 20th July, 
as a result of which Saadallah Jabri Secured a further wo seats, and Dr. Kayuli 
the head of the Opposition, was elected, 


(0) Not printed 


ulfi Haflar and 
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5. In the tribal districts the feudal chiefs have, as was’ to be expected, 
chosen. It will be sten, for instance, that the Emir Fawwaz ash-Shalan, 
@ brother-in-law of Ibu Saud, will represent the Damasus district: and that 
ida has returned two members of the Atrash family. It is reported from 
the Jezireh by the political officer at Deir ez Zor, that the candidates who we 
mited to have French support have all failed to secure election. On the 
ite territory, Suleiman Murshid, the notorious gangster and tribal "* god 
fies contrived vs 'bave himself elected. Although he is in every way quite 
Uhworthy to sit in the Chamber of Deputies there is not sufficient objection to 
Him on the score of military security’ to warrant representations on that, score, 
tnd, in any case, T consider that he will cause less tronble if he comes to 
‘us to occupy his seat in the Chamber of Depaties than by remaining in 
the Alaouite territory. I do not, therefore, propose to make Tepresentations: 
tither to the French or the Syrian Government themselves, 
4G. The axcond count of the votes took place on the 26th July but it did not 
take any appreciable difference to the results. : 
7. "The elections have, in short, shown overwhelming proof of the 
\derance of pro-Nationalist feeling in Syria, and I anticipate that Shukei 
Wwatlt will bave something approaching an 80 per cent. majority in the now 
thamber” ‘Though this need cause no surprise, for signs were not wanting that 
the trend of articulate public opinion was moving in the Nationalist direction, 
T attribute their success in the election, specifically, firstly, to their vaxtly 
fuperior organisation (including greater party funds) secondly, to the comm 
fet which was possibly spread vy members of the Barty themalves that they 
ehjoyed the blessing of the French (who, although disliked, have to be Plassted) 
fn the British, and thirdly, to the undoubted personal prestige which Shukri 
watli himself enjoys 
Quwatl Wives’ tan be no doubt that the Nationalists commanded. the 
test following in Syria T, nevertheless, fool that the great majority of votex 
secured does Popular interest 


able credit to themselves and an unexpect 
Tam sending copies of this despatch t 
Resident ‘Algiers, High Commissioner, 
‘Ambassador, Cairo, His Majesty's Ambassador, Bay 
Minister, Jedda. ait 
EL. SPEARS. 
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No. 74. 
i. Spears to Mr. Eden.—(Received 26th August.) 


Beirut, 12th August, 1943. 
the hooour to transmit to you here Con’ leading 
Persgulitiey in the prc iad ier ae rep 
2. In former years notes on leading personalities in both &; the 
Lebanon, and on Freoch officials in the Levant St s eoghiecl anal 
report "Now that thee States bane acquired a mene of einen 
consider it appropriate to submit a separate report o vauppress& 
section dating wth Prevch offealas n= Porton each and to supprew Gl 
3. ‘The records contained in the last report, which was compiled in 
bare inn Twin expanded to tach tant Wat A be hc ad 
create a new series rather than attempt to insert emt on 
printed copy. Although it is extremely difiell in this countey te eeeee in a 
eport of reasonable length all the personalities who are likely to play a parti 
fe, T consider that the present series should provide adequate b i 
for present needs as wel x aa foe future report ss a tee® formate 
‘or. the compilation of these notes I'am indebted to : 
Consuil-General at Belrut Bowne Sis nied Ge Walaa 
Thave, &e. 


E. L. SPEARS. 
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ale Ata Khadr. Sheth 
; ehh Muhamed outa Khali 
Aboud Bey Alnbet - z 
Metab AMChohie i Sie 
Me. dene Abou 
Ate Toul ‘Ni Nato 
Mar Yous Malt 
ii atoak 
Jom atk 
Tah Soke 
“Movtarnk 


AN Heyhuo (beother of | a1 
a 


pe 
Me. Camille Chatn 
Analy Jeral Chebabs 
‘Avnit Kha 


A Geange Sabhaghn 
‘All Salare 


NG Ma Sayegh 
Seria Abul Hutaly Bharata 
Ail Sts — 
Nad ve Sth, 
Sano Sal 
Dre Avouls Tabet, 
Ernie Tabet 
Gecrges Tabet 
Inotee Tabet 
Me’ Schm Tact 
Dr. door! Palen 
Sheikh Hosaln Tail 
Cartioal Tgoscw Gabriel, to 7 
Satin Tastee ta 
(other of Sot) |. Habih Tea 
son rat 87 Me Pierre (Peteo) Trad 
‘Abul Hand era Me ha Ueerrin 


Rataat Kaseoun. 
‘Gnbeat Kable 1 


1. Khaled “Abdel Khader—A Sunni Moslem landowner and one of the 

ing Beys of the Akkar (North Latanon); bom 1990. Tx-Depaty and 
tupporter of Emile Eddé Is actively engaged in smuggling and is on very 
friendly terms with Rashid Moknddem (No. 54) 


2 Aboud Bey Abdel Rezeek—A Soni Mostem, born 1801. The principal 
Bey of the Alkar (North Lebanon) and the largest landowner in the Lebanon. A 
former Deputy and a supporter of Béchara el Khoury. A sly and crafty 
Individual, whose sole interest is personal gain. Very influential in his district; 
also supports Abdul Hamid Kerami (No. 43), chiefly because the latter is an enemy 
of his rival, Khaled Abdel Khater (No. 1) 


3. Me. Habib Abi-Chakla—A Greck Orthodox lawyer of Beirat, born 1903 
Holds the Paris degree of Doctor of Law. Several times a Minister, Ts Ei 
Faidé’s most prominent supporter in local polities, but, unlike him, has pan-Arab 
Feanings. Able, bot intriguing and insincere. 

4. Me. Joseph Abou Khater —A Greek Catholic lawyer of Zahlé, born about 
4905." Studied law in France. A leader of the anti'Skaf faction in Zablé, Is 
Sxireinely intelligent and ambitious and may have a political future if he becomes 

mean and more accessible. 


5. Me. Roukos Abou-Nader—A Maronite lawyer of Beskinta, born 1888, 
Boveral times a Deputy and twice a Minister: supporta Emile Eddé.” Tafluential 
in the Mtn district, but somewhat discredited on account of his exceptionally low 
morality: 

6. Mgr. Antoine Pierre Avida—Maronite Pateiarch; born 1863; from 
Becharré (North Lebanon). Appointed Archbishop of ‘Tripoli in 1908 and 
Patriarch in 1932. An ill-balanced, obstinate and avaricious old man whose only 
im is to enhance his own political importance and his community's positions is 
inconsistent and always influenced by the Inst pervon he hax won, Quarrelled with 
the French High Commissioner in 1985 over the tobacco monopoly, and with 
General Catroax in 141 over the choice of Lebanese President; in consequently 

‘well-disposed than his predecessors to the French and would support any 
foreign Power prepared to pay his price. By tradition the leading religious 
Personality in the Lebanon, but his prestige has dimininbod of lato yours 

Amir Majid Arslan—A Druze from Shwaifat, born about 1908, 
er; a member of Béchara cl Khoary's Constitutional party, The most 
‘of the Lebanese Druze on aceon ly name. Unlike most 
Arslans, bas nover been pro-Axis, Well-meaning but unintelligent 


& Amir Rafik Arslan (cousin of No. 7)—A Druze, born about 1808, A 
Director in the Lebanese Administration and ihany times & Deputy. Intelligent, 
but at prevent lying low. 


9. Ahmed et Assad—A Shia Moslem from Taibé (South Lebanon), born 
Thos, A feudal chieftain whan infoence Ys paramount ia the Jebel ‘Anil 
ishonest, unreliable and quite unprincipled ; suspected of promoting smauggliny 
Over the ‘Palatine router.” Was» Minister in. the frat" independent 
Lebanese Government in 1041-42, bat was displaced when it fell in July 1942 
owing to British objections. Has since beon wooed by the French, but would still 
Prefer to play with the British if given any encouragement, 

10. Me. Taufq (Tolo) Awad—A Maronite lawyer of Hasroun, born 1905, 
Belongs to an, influential family of North Lebanon and is a relation of the 
Maronite Patriarch, to whom he acts as legal adviser and land broker. Contrived 
by doubtful methods to become a Deputy in the 1937 Chamber. By constant 
intrigue succeeded in 1942 in securing ® reconciliation between the Maronite 
Patriarch and both General Catroux and President Naccache. Was appoitited 
‘Assistant Secretary of State in the interim Lebanese Government in July 1943, 
A professional gobetween, who is universally disliked and despised for his 
dishonesty and mendacity 

11. Me, Ibrahim Azar.—A Maronite lawyer of Sidon, born 1906. A member 
f the Constitutional party and a former Deputy. Not over-intelligent and ve 
tantions, but sound and reliable. Opposed by the French for his pro-British 
tendencies. 

12 Amir Khalit Bellama—A Maronite from Bikfaya, born aboot 1888; 
belongs to a well-known family. Por many years practised as a lawyer in Cairo, 
Twice a Minister. Exceptionally stupid and rather a laughing-stock. 
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18._Dr. Raif Bellama—A Maronite bacteriologist of Beirut, born 1897. Ie 
professor at the American University of Beirut. Has so far taken no part if 
political life but has political ambitions. Has strong pan-Arab. leanings 
Honest, intelligent, and 1 good orator, but not an outstanding, personality 

14. Abdullah Beyhum.—A. Sunni Moslem from Beirut, born about 1878 
Was Secretary of State in 1934. in 193941, and in the interim Lebanese Goverte 

it appointed in July 1943. Houest but colourless and past his prime 

Amin Beyhum—A Sunni Moslem landowner of Beirat, horn 100% 

Has not eo far hold office, but is considered one of the most prominent youuger 
Moslems, and is likely to emerge as a political figure. Ts nationalist and antic 
French in his views 

16. Mohammed Ali Beykum (brother of No. 17)—A Sunni Moslem of 
Beirut, born 1889. Prominent in Moslem political circles, but has never bath & 
Deputy, Well.meaning and pleasant bat ineffective 


17. Omar Beykum—A Sunni Moslem proprietor of Beirut, 
former Deputy, Has great influence in Beirut Moslem circles, partic 

lange part, and 
constantly consulted, Brusque and uneducated, tut honest. and cot 
Nationalist views 


the Najjado party, in whose formation he playe 


18, Salah Beyhum—A Sanni Moslom of Beirut, born 1895. Tas wo fat 
held no office, but is prominent in Moslem circles. Professes pan-Arab ideas ahd 
in anti-Erench. Honest and principled but not very bright 


10. Me. Jawad Boulos—A Maronite solicitor of Tripoli, born 1900. Ex 
Deputy; was Minister for Foreign Affaire in the provisional Lebanese Govern: 
ment of March 1043, but was eliminated with it in July. A servilo tool of the 
Freeh, to whose mupport he owes his position, Supports Ramile Edde’s party 


20, Me. Phil ib Boulox—A Greek Orthodox Inwyer from Koura (N: 
Lebanon). born 1008. held v cllicos. In 1941. wa 
‘appoiuted by the Vieby Naceache’s adi 

tion, and held office in the first two "* independent " Lebanese Governments, in the 
second of which he wix Minister for Forcign Affairs. Weak and ineffective, bit 
honest and likeable, 


21. Me. Camille Chamoun—.\ Maronite lawyer from Deir ol Kamar, bora 
2901, Once a Miniater: a prominent member of the Co 

Strongly pro-Beitish and for this reaso 
Very influential in the Chouf district 


A mir Jemil Chehab—A Maronite from Beirut, born 1898, Belongs to 
Foor toatlat Branch of a lowding Lebanese family. Wax Director of Finance 
from 1031 to 1941; has since held important poste in the Supply Departinent, 
A hard-working and conscientious but exceedingly obstinate attd iaurrom minded 
official, who periodically quarrels with hix superiors 


28, Amir Khaled Chehah—A Sunni Moslem from Hasbaya, born 1801 
Belongs to the Moslem branch of the Chebab family and ix very. prominent i 
South Lebanon. | Has heen Prime Minister and President of the Chamber. was & 
momber of Dr. Ayoub Tabet’s interim Government appointed in March 194%. 
Inclince to the Constitutional party, Honest and respected, bot weak and easily 


24. Michel Chiha—A Roman Catholic banker of Beirut, born 189%. A 
member of the Board of Administration of the Banque de Syrie.’ Was Deputy in 
10128, at which time he assisted in the drafting of the Lebanese Constitution: A 
supporter and adviser of the Constitutional party. Advocates a Christian 
Lebanon protected against Moslem and Jewish domination. A ehrewd and 
cautious financier, who is highly respect 


25. Ahmed Daouk (brother of No. 26).—A Sunni Moslem of Beirut, boro 
1880. After many years in the Beirut Municipatity was appointed Secretary of 
State in the Administration appointed by the Vichy authorities in 1941. Beexmne 
Prine Minister ofthe fiat “inde endenk” Lebanese Government in Decomber 

but resigned in July 1942. While in office proved himself incompetent and 
servile and has lost much of his influence in Moslem circles a 
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26. Omar Daouk—A Sunni Moslem of Beirat, born 1865. President of the 

Gtamter of Commerce and a highly respected proprietor who ie prominent 
foslem charitable activit Senator; nowadays takes no active pa 
Pore Ge ie often consulted, and has tmuch influence. Honest and : : 

n of Beirut, born 1878, ‘Has been 
eRe bain mani ions with Palestine Jews through 
in-law, who is a merchi enal and a hypocrite 

23. Me. Emile Bildé—A Maronite lawyer of Beirat, Yorn 1868, President 
of the Repoblic from 1996 to 1941; has also had much ‘ministerial experience 
Leader of the principal Lebanese party and a fanatical exponent of the concept 
Of an independent Lebanon separate tram the Arab world, Was a mem ber of 
the Lebanese deputation to Paris in 1019 to ask for a French mandate, and ba 
always had close relations with the French authorities, who regard bim as their 
thie? Lebanese supporter, but would support any Power whowe policy furthered 
his designs. Very intelligent and persuasive, but is impulsive, lucks judgsent, 
find is none too acrupulous in his methods of culisting support 


Pr andowner of the 
Naseouh et Padel—A Sunni Moslem, born 1983. Ala of the 
Danigh district (X- teshanon), whare his influence is predominant id an 
‘associate of Rashid Mokaddem (No. 64). Has been a Deputy; supporting 
Ed 
born 188) 
Dr. Samih Fakhowry-—\ Sunni Moslom of Boirat, born 1 
of Jerusalem, who stayed with him on his flight from Palestine, but is no 
unfavourable to the Allied cause, 


Was i wer for Foreign Affairs are ee 
atelligent, honeat and able, hon not always sind in judgments well quaifog 


Leader 
pierre Gemayel.—\. Maronite from Bikfaya, born about 1900. 
Miews. Although sbject to eit inflocnce, ix nowadays strongly critical 
the French, A hot-hoaded and rather unbalanced demagogus, whose influence 
outside his followers is limited 


43. Nesri Houldad—A Roman Catholic. of Beirut, born, 1808. Served 
fea gure yee Deere ess sat vad 
Jel ytd Honea ad exp ut wholly uuder French inden. 

akin Haidar—A Shin Moslem from Labwé (Be 
Scunetion with a hashish racket. A leading member of one of the two principal 
Shia families of the Bekaa, Shrowd, but shifty and dishonest 

85, SwbAi Haidar (cousin of No. 34)-—-A Shin Moslem from Labwé (Beka), 
born 1883. "A director in the present Lebanese Adininistration, Unintelligent 
and not over-honest, aN 

George Haimari—A Maronite from Beirut, horn 1898. Chief of the 
Prostant's Scerotatial, which post he hag bald since 1020.” A partisan of Ei 
EAMG, bat js an adept at trimming his sails and does his be uo serve successive 
masters faithfully. His political influence varies according to the personality of 
Seay id. Druze Sheikh-ul-AkL, Bort about 

Sheikh Husain Hamadi—Grand Druze Shelkb-ul arty about 
1003. ince Geakling (Mount Lebanon). Woe given this ite aficr the fst 
World War by the French authorities, who used him to demonstrate Druze 
attachment to France, Very yeoal and not respected by. his community. His 
two sons were both dismissed from judicial posts for accepting bribes; the elder 
then went to Italy and was for some time employed by the Bari, Broadcasting 
Station. ‘The father was in close touch with the Italian Armistice Commission, 
‘but nowadays professes pro-Allied sentiments, 
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38. Sabri Hamadi—A Shia Moslem proprietor of Hermel (Bekaa), born 
about 1903. Is head of the most prominent Bekaa family and claims 60,000 
adherents, but hax strong rivals in the family. Was elected Deputy at ane 
age and was a minister in 1938. Has little education and is wholly unprincipl 
but has always been pandered to by French and Lebanese authorities on account 
of his nuisance value in the remote North eka region, and is consequently 
arrogant 


39. Sayed Ahmed el Husseini—A Shia Moslem from Akonra (Beka), bora 
1885. Has several times been minister bat has usually resigned on personal 
grounds after a short time in office. An honest, old-school effcial, influential it 
Shia circles and generally respected, but uneducated and muddle-headed. 

40. Sheikh Soyed Istephan (brother of No. 41)—Maronite, born. 1892, 
Owes his position to his brother's influence. A close friend af Exaile Edde's. and 
is on good terms with Abdul Hamid Kerami (No. 43). Influential in Maronite 
‘eireles in. North Lebanon, 


M1. Sheikh Yusef Istephan—A Maronite of Kafar Saghab (N. Lebanot)), 
bortt 1855. Wax ouce a minister and a supporter of Emile Eddé. but is nowadays 
Amociated with Harnid Frangieh (No. 81). Very influential in his distri, pose 
succossfally toured Australia, where many of his family are settled, Moderate i 
all ways. 


2. dueenh Karam —A Matonite of Zyorta (S- Lebanon), born 1801. A 
rather weak character who is overshadowed by Hamid Frangioh nnd. Jawud 
Boulos, both of the same district, Pro-Fronch and a supporter of Emile Rddé. 


3, Abdul Hamid Kerami—A. Sunni Moslem of Tripoli, born 1801. At 
ime Mufti of ‘Tripoli, bat was disminsed by the French in 1920 on account of 
hhis hostile attitude towards the French Mandate. Aims at creating a confederation 
of free Arab States in the Near rongly opposed to the reparation of the 
Lebanon, particularly the Tripoli district, from Syria. Was a close friend of 
‘Haj Amin Hussaini bat, uolike some members of his family, in not pro-Axis. 
dislikes the Freuch, but is nowadays by way of becoming pro-Beitish, | Refused 
the past to recognise any Lebanese Government, but is now a candidate in 
‘association with Hamid Frangich (No. 81). Has no party connexions, bat inclines 
to Béchara el Khoury, who defended him in 1996, when he shot and killed x 
member of the Moknddem family, his chief rivals. Well educated and intelligent 
Wi ‘ng and can’ count on the support of the Yast majority of 
Mesirs in ripoli on any major iat, wach a8 pan-Arabiem or the demand for 
union with Syria, Tx wealthy and possesses much property 


44. Rafaat Kaznown—A Sunni Moslem of Qabb Eins (Bekaa), born about 
1008, Suspected of Axis sentiments, but probably merely ambitious and fanatical 

45. Gabriel Khabbaz—A Greek Catholic of Beirut, born 1000. Proprietor 
of L'Orient, the Eronch-aubsidised Beirut newspaper.” Ex-Minister; cho 
follawer of Emile Rddé. Has recently modified his former strong support of 
the French. A fanatical and somewbat ill-balanoed exponent of the concept of an 
independent Christian Lebanon. An inveterate gambler and venal. 


issue, 


47. Sheikh Farid el Khazen—A Maronite landowner of Jounich, born 
eno. soagsler in his younger days, but nowadays respectable. Ex-deputy 
A member of the Constitutional party and influential in the Kesrouan district 
Shrewd and amusing but uneducated and anscrupulous 


48. Michel Khattar—A Greek Catholic manufacturer from Deir el Kamar, 
born 1889, President of the Silk-Growers” and Industrialists’ Associations. 
Has held no office bot has much political sense, which causes him often to be 
consulted ty Ministers im office. "Strongly pro-British and has co-operated well 
with us Very likeable, with an unusually strong and independent character. 
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49. Sheikh Béchara et Khoury—A Maronite lawyer 
1891. A hitter rival of Emile Eddé for the Presid 
by Eddé in 1995; has been several times Prime Minister. 
important political party. Ts a good lawyer, but as a politician. is nnreliable 
and hesitant. Professes pro-British sentiments but ix sycopbantic ly nature 
and would support anyone who furthered his presidential ambitions, by which he 
is wholly dominated. 


50. Kabalan [ssa KhouryA Maronite proprietor of Ainata (Beka), 
born 1915. Is a nephew of the Maronite Patriarch, whose influence he uses 
freely, Resides in Beirut. Used to grow much hashish on his properties. An 
active and ambitious young man, bat wholly unprincipled. 


51. Monseignewr Youssef Malouf —Greck Catholic Archbishop of Baalbeck 
and Haifa, torn about 1598, Was appointed by Rome. Very intelligent and 
ambitions; aims at becoming the next Greek Catholic Patriarch, — Loees no 
Opportunity of flattering British and French anthorities in turn 


Khalil Matouk—A Greck Catholic from Damascus, bory 1885, Said 
to have ‘aeirod ‘hie, considerable. fortune’ throagh embereling that of 
‘Teymourtache, former Persian Minister of Court. when the latter was imprisoned 
and entrusted it to him to bring out of Persia, Poses as pro-British nail wax 
for a short time deported to France by the ities in 1041. Holds 
Views on Near Eastern politics but is not taken se 


53. Jamil Mikkawi—A. Sunni Moslem law 


Jeader of the Najjadé party, in which capaci 
until 1043, when 


Beirut, tor 1011. Wax 
Moslem 
is popularity and the majority of 

loader Apr pung eoxcomb, who is not 

Married to a Frenchwoma 

certain French connexions, but remains fundamentally oppored to any foreign 

influence. 

oA 

1890, 

Emile Eade's party 

notoriety through his 

Attempt to suppress 

Kerami's influence. 

amongst the Mosler Yo 

in June 1948 for having i 

activities and, although released at French insta 

‘elections eae 

Monscigneur Ignace te Archbishop of Beirut 

Born 1876, frm Teach {Afoant Lebanon). Studied in Rome: appointed to 

his present see in 1919. Impulsive, courageous and somewhat quatrelsome 

when thwarted; is critical of his with whom he is on indifferent terms, 
nd bas not hesitated on occasions publicly to attack the French authorities 

Dually for not accepting his suggestions im political mattere While deter 

mnined to forther his community's interests, is more practical and realist th 

‘moat local prelates in his political outlook. “Has made approaches to the British 

but will support any authorities who will favour hie community, 


An 
56. Me, Alfred Naceache—A Maronite of Beirut, born 1889. 
\ccessful lawyer, who has held magisterial posts since 192 and was President 
tf the Court of Appeal. War unexpectedly nominated head of the Lebanese 
‘Adininisteation bythe Vichy anthorities in 1941, having held no. previous 
administrative post. Continned in office after the Allied occupation and was 
dominated President of the Repablic by General Catroux in November. 1041 
Much onder Jesuit influence, and widely unpopular. Very honest, but impulsive, 
Volatile, and incapable. Accepted dismissal by General Catroux in March 1943, 
after a last-minute attempt to retain ition by invoking the 
"independence "of the Lebanon, and bas been relegated to the political serap- 
heap. . 
57. Gibran Nahas—A Greek Orthodox of Tripoli, born 1891. Was 
formerly Mohafez of North Lebanon and is a prominent figure in that district. 
Ex-Deputy. Under French inffnence and of mediocre intelligence. 


(27005) 


y authorities 
in connexion with his amugplin 
is. to be deported after 
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58. Me. Moussa Nammour—A Maronite lawyer from Muallaka (Bekaa), 
born 1889. Minister of the Interior in the second.“ independent "” Lebanese 
Government; has held many previous Ministerial posts. A shrewd and highly 
experienced administrator who skilfully contrives to keep a foot in all cary 
withont owing allegiance to any party; influentil in the Bekaa and general 
respected, though not over-honest. 


59, Alfred Nasser—A Greek Catholic merchant and insurance agent of 
Beirut, born 1878. President of the Merchants’ Association. So far has taken 
no part in political life, but has political ambitions. A typical shrewd, grasping 
short-sighted Beirut merchant. 


60, Monseigneur Nifon Sabo —Greek Orthodox Archbishop of Zablé, bora 
about 1888. Average intelligence Much beloved by his community; poor. A 
fod tan and pro-Dritid; hence dislike by the Freach 


41. Muieddin. Neowli—A Sunni Moslem journalist and merchant of 
Beirut, born 1900, Proprietor of the newspaper Beirut. Ex-Deputy.. During 
the 1928 Palestine troubles wrote violent anti-British articles and in 1941 was 
interned as an Axis sympathiser, bat while interned wrote strongly pro-Allied 
articles and sincy hia release has continued to collaborate effectively 


62, Lzzedin Omari 
Was for several yearn a j 

Chief of Police from 1935 10 

was reinstated in the aame po Active and a disciplinarian, bat 
venal and subservient; consequently not reepected 


43, Henri Pharion—A Greok Catholic banker of Beirut, born 1902, 
Sceiully prominent and a leading racehorse owner, Popular amongst the middle 
‘and lower classes, especially Moslems, and is a promoter of the Najjadé party: 
‘alo believed to finance the Constitutional party, Oxtentationaly generous and 
hoxpitabie, 
4. 
and trict Mos! 
Kind, simple-bearted, 
bot hia views ha 
comparing the democracies to Islam, His political tendency is 
towards Damascus and the National Moe. 


65, Amin Saad —A Maronite of Ain Traz, born 1808 Nephew of a former 
President, by virtue of which relationship he became a Minister in the first 
“independenit” Lebanese Government, but proved a complete failure and ia 
utlikely to Bld further office. A fooliah and negligible character 


WW, Me. George Sabbagha—M Greek Orthodox lawyer and journalist of 
Beirut, born 1808.” Proprietor of the Arabic newspaper Sout ul Ahnar. A 
mediocre journalist. Has clowe relations with the Greek Orthodox Archbishop 
of Boirut, 


67. Alé Salam —A Sunni Mostew proprietor of Beirut, born 1807. The 
eldest of the eight sons of the late Salim Salam, a follower of King Feisal; 
professes pan-Arab and pro-British ideas and has some influence. A bumptious 
andl rather tiresome person, who has. however, never wavered in his support for 
the British came. 

83. Sih Solam—A younger brother of No. 67, less forceful but more 
reasonable. Isa candidate for the Chamber. 

69. Jowph Salem—A. Greek Catholic of Tyre, born 1895, Manager of the 
Beirut Water Company. | Ex-Deputy. Has considerable political influence ia 
South Lebanon, Has Nationalist leanings and keeps on good terms with the 
Mosloms, but belongs to no party. Honest and intelligent, with an unusually 
well-balanced and far-sighted outlook, but not over-couragenus. 

70. Mgr. Elie Satiby—Greek Orthodox Archbishop of Beirut. Born 1876, 
of Souk-el-Gharb. Appointed Archbishop in 1935 on the death of his predecessor, 
to whom he had been assistant. Opportunist, and is considered dishonest in his 
handling of the large Wakf funds of his community, by a large section of which 
he is distrusted and criticised. Professes staunch friendship for Great Britain 

71. Ramex Sarkiz.— A Protestant journalist of Beirut, born 1891. Owner 
of the Beirut newspaper Lisan ul Hal. Was Minister of Education in the first 
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“independent Lebanese Government, but proved exceptionally incompetent 
and is unlikely to hold further office Professes pro-British sentiments, having 
Thad an Anglo-Saxon education, but is a colourless personality who carries 10 
weight, 

72 Mgr. Maximos Sayegh Greek Catholic Archbishop of Beirut. Born 
1875, from Aleppo. Was appointed Archbishop of Tyre in 1919 and of Beirut 
in 1933. Is well liked by his community, to whom he devotes himself. Has a 
tendency to mix in politics, in which he has not always shown sound judgment 
Is on the whole prorench, but advocates an Anglo-French-American guarantee 
of un independent Lebanon. 


73_ Seyyid Abdul Husain Shurafeddin—Chiet of the Shia Clema 
Qlujahiddin). "Born about 18675, resides near Tyre. of which bis son is Mutts 
Vas a student at Najaf. Strongly anti-Christian and Xenophobe; during tho 
1936-38 Palestine troubles preached the Jihad against the British, but likewise 
Tefused to support the Vichy authorities against the British in 1141 because no 
Moslem interest was involved. Tried to play off the British authorities against 
the French after the Allied occupation, Enjoys considerable prestige Moslem 
teligions circles and is an important personality in South Lebanon. 


Alfred Skaf—A Greck Catholic of Zahlé, born 1907. Member of a 

ciminent Bekaa family. His appointment as Minister in tho first " indepen 
Lebanese Government was his first introduction to public life; ak Minister 

pply he tried hard, bat found the problems invalved woo great for his 

re intelligence and did not retain his office when the Gi 
conscientious and likeable young man, but not over-scrupulons. 


Riad o¢ Soth—A Sunni Moslem, born 1898. Belongs to an old and 
Turks, 


overniment fell, A 


adherent of the Ars 

ring the First World War. During the manda 
Arb coutacts and visited Geneva with Sheikh Arslan: he rofused all col 
tion with the mandatory authorities and was exiled by them for t3¥o mo 
1935. Nowadays enjoys a conniderable reputation in jpan-Arab ci 

eat influence over the Moslems of Syria and the Lebanon; he has never held 

iovernment office and generally effaces himself, to emerge for brief periods as 
& Moslem leader at a crisis. Very intelligent, with an uni wide and 
fealistic outlook, but ik unscrupulous and distrusted by moat Christians. on 
Account of his so-called anti-Lebariese views wilate for the Chamber, 
but Fronch hostility will always hinder his chances of office 


78. Sami ex Solh—A Sunni Moslem of Sidon, born 1601. Educated in 
Istanbul. Tn 1920 was an official of the Hejaz Railway. Subsequently entered 
the Lebanese magistrature and held several posts, including that of president 
of the Court of Cassation. His appointment as Prime Minister of the second 
“independent” Lebanese Government in July 1942 was his first introduction 
to political life. A well-meaning, impulsive but fundamentally foolish man 
whose extreme vanity makes him unreliable aud a bad judge of character. On 
first appointment plunged into a variety of undigested schemes and defied the 
French, but was soon brought to heel. After his diemisal in March 1943 
returned to his magisterial post. 


77. Dr. Ayoub Tabet-—A Protestant of Beirut, born 1888._A doctor of 
medicine of the American University of Beirut, but does not practise, Lived in 
the United States before and during the First World War, during which he was 
an active French propagandist. Was a Minister in 1928 and Secretary of State 
in 1936. Was appointed provisional Head of State in March 1943 in order tn 
arrange elections, but had to be dismissed in July for having exceeded his powers 
in initiating a ‘series of ill-considered measures, A strong and exeitable 
protagonist of the concept of an independent Christian Lebanon; obstinate, 
opinionated and full of muddle-headed ood intentions Enjoys a reputation for 
personal integrity which seems hardly merited. Pro-French, 


78 | Emile Tabet—A Maronite proprietor of Beirut, born 1879. Brother of 
No. 80, bat was long estranged from him, Has strong pro-Btitish views, which 
he hias expressed to any British official who would listen during the last twenty- 


Ex-Deputy. Not nowadays taken seriously. Rich and avaricious, bat 


@ 






















































































212 


79. Georges Tabet—A Maronite landowner of Beirut, born 1891. Several 
times a Minister and a candidate for the Presidency. President of the recently- 
formed M: ‘ite Council and of the Maronite Charitable Association. Influential 
amongst middle and lower class Christians but notoriously untruthful and not 
trusted. Belongs to no party and tries to keep on terme with French and British 


80. Jacques Tabet —A Maronite landowner of Beirut, horn 1857. Very rich, 
and socially prominent ; holds views on economic problems but plays no part in 
political life. Unpopular on account of his smeanness but not ill-intentioned. 


51, Me. Selim Tacla—A Greek Catholic lawyer of Zouk (Kesronan), bora 
1807. “Ex-Minister and has beld many administrative posts. A leading member 
“onstitutional Party. Regarded as outstandingly able in administration 
ays in the running for Ministerial office. Honest and intelligent ; keeps 

ms with both British and French authorities 


Dr. Jamil Tathouk—A Deuze Inudowner of Aley, born 15% 
Deputy. Comes of a leading Deu h has a traditional frien 

the Hiritish. Often considered for Ministerial office but never actually he 
Of mediocre intelligence, shrewd and obstinate ' 


Sheikh Huwin Patih—Druze Sheikh-ul-Akl. Born 1 
deideh-ech-Chout (Mount Lebanon). Intelligent, honest, and has pro-British 
tendencies. Takes no part in politics 


SA. Cardinal Lgnace Gabriel Lat Tappouni—Syrian Catholic Cardinal and 
Patriarch, Bora 187); from Mosul, Appointed Bishop of Srouj and Patriarchal 
Vicar-Geveral at Mardive in 1013; Archbishop of Aleppo in 1621; elected 
1033 at the instance of the French High 

iterpoise to the dictatorial pretensions of the 

retich and devoted to the Jesuits: detested by 

protection of the Christians in the 


» Tayara—A Sunni Moslem proprietor of Beirut, born 1887. Ex- 
Mayor of Beirut and has held soveral Municipal posts. Has much influence 
bo Moslem middle classes. Honest but mediocre 


86. Habib Trad—A Greek Orthodox banker and landowner of Beirut, bora 
1585, Has held no offive but cial figure who wields some influence 
in political and commercial telligent. 


87, Me. Pierre (Petro) Trad.—X Greek Orthodox lawyer of Beirut, born 
1873. "Was for many years Speaker of the Lebanon Chamber, — Appointed 
provisional Head of Stite in July 1943, Vain and of limited intelligence, but 
prides hiniyelf on keeping on good terms with all parties and communities and has 
the reputation of being skilful in settling disputes 


8%. Gibran Tuéni—A Greck Orthodox journalist of Beirut, born 1891 
Owns An-Naher, the leading Arabic daily, and is the best Lebanese journalist 
Once & Minister. Formerly ‘belonged to the Constitutional Party” but. now 
independent. An intelligent and outspoken eritic with strong Nationalist ideas, 
who in therefore unpopalar with the French 


50. Me. Adel Usaeyran—A Shia Moslem proprietor and lawyer of Sidon, 
born 1903, Has not so far been in political life, Packs regarded as one of the two 
strongest porsonalities of South Lebanon. Has relations with the Constitational 
Party but does not belong to it. A strong Nationalist and very anti-French, but 
fat present well-disposed to the British. A blunt and uncompromising lawyer 
‘who revels in political argument. ; 


0, Me. Abdullah Yof—A Sani Moslem lawyer of Beira, born 1800. ‘The 
only prominent Moslem follower of Emile Eddé and therefore in the running for 
the Premiership, which he has once held. A colourless personality, unusually 
pro-French for n Moslem. 


91. Yusuf e¢-Zain.—A Shia Moslem from Nabatiyeh, born about 1873. Ex- 
Deputy; has some following in South Lebanon. Shifey'and reales 
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wary, No. 72, Syria and the Lebanon, 
18th August, 1943.—(Receieed 26th August.) 


‘(Becret.) 
General. 


‘THE new Syrian Parliament met for the first time on the 17th August and 
lected Shukri Quwatli as President of the Republic hy 118 votes out of 120, 
Fares Khoury was elected President of the Chamber by 115 votes out of 120. This 
followed upon a week of inten activity in Damascus, Aleppo and Homs, during 
Which Shukri Quwatii visited Hashim Bak Atassi, from whom, it is believed. he 
obtained a written declaration renouncing his clainas to the presidency and giving, 
his full support to Shukri. The opponents of the Nationalist bloc, apparently 
Wwith French encouragement, bave been eanvassing votes for Ata Boy’ A¥eubi, Tor 
Whom they had, earlier in the week, been hopeful of gaining a majority; but when 
Srenent was reach letmeen Shari Qual fand Hasim Bek Ataso it became 
clear that Ata Bey bad no chance of success, 

The recent conversations between Nuri Pasha Said and Nahas Pasha on tho 
subject of Arab unity have attracted much attention in Damascus, and have 
roused the bope that the tite may be drawing near when the Syrians will be 
able to participate in such discamions. In a declaration made. a few days ago 
to tho Arab News Agency, Shukri Quwatli expressed his belief that Syria should 
mand by the sister Arab countries and work for. their com 
Prosperity; and in a speech which ie following his election he again 

ferred to the Arab countries, to which, he said, Syria find boen closely attached 
Uhroughout. the centuries, alto referred to the Atlantic Charter, and 
MMlirmed his intention to further the development of Syria's true national 
‘aspirations in accordance with the Allied views of freedom set, ont thereit 
subsequently referred again (o the charter in a conversation with Hix M 
Minister, and it is clear that it will form the basis of Syrian policy in the future, 
‘The press has also given renewed publicity to a declaration made by Saadullah 
Jaber in Aleppo on the 21st July. in which be stated in unequivocal terms that, 
4s Britain and France had acquiesced in the formation of an Arab Confedora- 
tion, the Arab countries should now work for ite realisation. Jabri again referred 
to this subject in a speech made shortly before hix departure for Damaacux to 
‘attend the opening session of Parliament, 

‘The drop in wholesale prices has continued, and sugar, which two months 

stood at 250 piastres a Kilog., can now be bought at 110-120 pinstres. 
‘Thore have been a umber of failures among merchants in Beirut, Damascus aud 


Aleppo, and some have already been officially deciated bankrupt.” The policy of 


the banks has heen to show no sympathy with known speculators, 

His Majesty's Minister's recent broadcast. supporting the decrees published 
by M. Helleu (sce Summary No, 70 of the 4th August) hns had an excellent effect 
upon the Moslems of Syria, and the settlement is generally recognised to have 
been the work of the British and not of the French. The speech has encouraged 
the belief that, contrary to the general impression prevailing hitherto, the refusal 
of the British'to support individual candidates or parties fm the elections iy due 
to genuine impartiality, and not to indifference where major issties are concerned. 


Syrio—Damascus 


A delegation of merchants who have been badly hit by the fall i the price 
of gold and the consequent drop in wholesale prices visited the head of the 
Government at the beginning of the week and asked for « moratorinm for the 
settlement of their acovunts. Their demands included (a) authorisation to export 
local produce to foreign countries: (b) anthorisation to transport all goods without 
restriction within the country; (¢) a moratorium of sixty days for the discounting 
of bills; (d) examination by the Government of the cases of merchants who are 

difficulties ” with a view to extending help to them; and (¢) relaxation of 
the penaities for default or delay in meeting engagements. 

So far as is known, the Government took no action, though the banks are 
reported to have been lenient with certain bona fide merchants whose difficulties 
‘were not the result of speculations. 
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The Lebanon. 


lect Gtk Of feverish activity on the part of candidates for the Lebances 
elections has resulted in a bewildering series of agreements and disagreements 
Between political rivals and ino istrict fs the final Gompotition of the cleetorsl 
In Beirut one list is almost complete and another is in the throes of formati 
under the inspiration of the Délgation géntrale, whase political diecton was 
dissatisfied with the main list, Neither list has any strong political bins, each 
merely represents a collection of individuals who have agreed to band themselves 
together in order to pool their united electoral resources. but will eertaialy 
sparta agai so sore a2 be re comes into being. Various recent political 
iscards, including Alfred Naceache, Sami es Solh and Dr. Ayoub Tal 
expected to figure on the second, or reserve, list Se ea 
In South Lebanon Adel Bey Usseyran, convinced of the impossibility of 
succonaflly fighting the strong list composed by Akimed el Avad tk conjunction 
with Riad es Solh (who, somewhat unexpectedly, decided to stand for the South 
Lebanon instead of Beirut), has apparently agreed to join their list with certain 
of ‘his followers—a development which has aroused the ire of the Frenct 
Conseiller at Sidon. The efforts now being made by the latter to upset this 
arrangement may result in its modification before the date of the elestione 

In the Mount Lebanon both Emile Fddé and Bechara el Khoury have vircually 
completed their lists, and the battle will be joined between them with relatively 
little French interference: it is thought that some candidates from each list Wi 
be lected, the greater number from Bechara el Khoury’s, 

Tn the Bekan the situation ix almont farcical; the attempts of the French to 
impose w list of candidates chosen by themselves, on what principles it ix by 0 
means clear, have resulted in a strong protest against their interf 
three of the candidates most usually labelled “ pro-French.”” ‘The fi 
im rogion wo completely devoid of worthy representatives, mater I 

in North Lebanon the situation hax evolved surprisingly. The appeara 
of Britinh Security Mission personnel in the house of Rashid MekaSem the 
issue of warrants for the arrest of Rashid Mokaddem's son Nafer and of his 
uncle Omari, and the suspension of the Mohafez and Chief of P 
convinced the population in general, and the Mokaddems in particular, 

British authorities will eventually have their way, The Mokaddems themselves 
folt this so strongly that daring the week they approached Abdul Hamid Kermai 
With in offer to withdraw thelr opposition to him and to nominate one of the 
most prominent of their members stil at liberty to stand for elections ou ix lit. 
This offer was accepted. xo that all rivalry between the two families—the only 
likely cause of trouble of election day—seems to be at an end. ‘The conseiller at 
Tripoli has since been working desperately to rake up sufleient candidates to 
form an opposition lint, but be has not so far succeeded, and it is as yet uncertain 
whether he will suceved. ‘The French authorities have been attempting to spread 
{he impression that riots are ail likely in this area, obviously ax 8 pretext for 
imposing so-called security measures which could be used for politica 
but this attempt is being resisted. ble ol ee. 
panese Government has continued to do little or nothin, 
Awad, its third member, is busily engaged in conducting his sestoral Gamage 
it Non Lebanon: Abdullah Beyhum, whilst doing his best to keep the wheels 
of administration revolving, is still complaining bitterly of the i 
the Cabinet politique and of the head of Beate. = st Of ‘he Interference of 
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Extract from Weekly Political Summary (No. 73) Syria and the Lebanon, 
25th August, 1943—(Received in Foreign Office beh September) a 
1. General. 

FOLLOWING the election of Shukri Quwatli as Presid: i 
‘Ata Bey Avoubi aubmited the resignation of the proviesmnal Goverment ia tis 
form of a letter stating that his Government's mission was now at an end as the 
country had returned to constitutioual life. Shiakei replied thanking the interita 
Goreriment for the neutrality which they had observed in the conduct of the 
¢lections and praising their wisdom in the conduct of affairs. At the same time 
he requested them to remain in office until a new Government had been formed. 
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«It was generally expected that the new Government would be formed 
immediately, and that it would inclade representatives of the Jebel Druze and 

wouite ‘Territory. The composition of the Government was not, however, 
decided until four days Inter, and when it was announced it was found that the 
Druze and Aluouite proviices were not represented. Shukri Quwatli has 
explained to a member of His Majesty's Legation that, although he would have 
had no intrinsic objection to the inclusion of a Druze, this would have made it 
impossible to reject the demands of other minorities such as the Alaouites and the 
Kurds, and that he was determined to get together a team composed of people 

men on their individual merits.” The final composition of the Government was 
5 follows -— 


President of Council ; Sandullah Jabri. 

Foreign Affairs (and Vice-President of the Council, although this Iatter 
appointment has not yet been gazetted) = Jamil Mardam. 

Interior ; Lutfi Haffar. 

Education and Defence: Nassoabi Bukhari. 

Finance: Khaled el-Azm. 

Public Works and Ravitaillement : Mazhar Pasha Reslan, 

‘Justice: Dr. Abdul Rahman Kayali 

‘Agriculture and Commerce : Tanfiq Shamieh, 


Of these Ministers all have previously held ministerial office, and four have 
1 Heads of Governments All have Nationalist tendencies to a greater or 

r degree. Their experience of administrative affairs might lead one to 
telieve that they would form a strong Government, but in fact serious cleav: 
Already exist between them which the somewhat unstable character of Sandullah 
abri is unlikely to heal. Moreover the discontent aroused among the Druze and 
Alaovite Deputies by the non-inclusion of their representatives in, the Cabinet, 
4nd the fact that Damascus has five out of eight seats in it, will probably weaken 
the Parliamentary position of the Government from the outset. 

‘The French do not at the moment appear to be attempting to exploit the 
Weakness resulting from regional claims for representation in the Cabinet. ‘The 
Druze Deputies did not attend the parliamentary eeasion of the 214 August a 
Protest against the non-inclusion of a Druze in the Ministry, and it would appear 
that this was due to the action of the Emir Hassan el-Atrash, Jamil Mardam 
informed the Political Officer that be had, he thought, persuaded tho Esnir, who 
had almost certainly hoped himself to be 4 Minister, to make no serious trouble; 
find the acting Free French Delegate, Colonel Oliva'Roget has left for the Jebel 
Druze to use his influence to calm the Atrash fami 


ly. 

“\ mossage of congratulation, telegraphed to Shukri Quwath by the Head of 
the Lebanese Provisional Government, was read out in Parliament, on. the 
2st August, and was criticised by one deputy for the mention made in it of 
* complete Lebanese independence” which, it was alleged, indicated an attitude 
hostile to Arab wally. the Speaker of the House argued that the phrase in 


Question should not be wo interpreted, since the Head of the Lebanese State, in 
‘whom the Speaker said he had confidence, realised that his mission was to secure 
Tocal independence as a necessary pre-requisite to any discussion of the Lebanon's 
futare relations with the Arab world. ; 

‘At the same session, two Aleppine deputies, namely Nazem Qudsi and Rushdi 
Kekhia, criticised the speech made by Shukri Quwatli following his election (see 
last week's Summary), which they contended did not indicate sufficiently oecy 
that the President intended to obtain complete independence for Syria. Rush 
Kekhia declared that “the independence of General Catronx and the Allies 
id not suffice. Jamil Mardam defended Shukri Quwatli’s speech, which he said 
was the best programme which could be devised at the present time, and at his re- 
{quest the Speaker called upon all present to declare individually in public session 
Whether they were for or against the adoption of Shukri Quwatli's speech as the 
official Government programme. Only the two deputies above-named voted 
Against it. The evening newspapers in which the above debate was reported 
Were, it is believed, bought up immediately upon publication on the orders of 
‘Shukri Quwatli, who apparently did not wish detailed reports of this debate to be 

idcast, It is not, however, known which part of the debate he especially 
area ier tateson he lsceal bei ed with vigour. bat 

in the Lebanon the electoral campaign is being pursued with vigour, 
 Tadiguation ic being aroused by the blatant intervention in the formation of 

‘electoral lists which is being resorted to by the political department of the 
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Délégation Générale’and, undoubtedly on that department's instructions, by the 
French Couseitlers at Tripoli and Sidon. In North Lebanon, in addition, Tani 
Awad, one of the members of the interim Government, has been abusing’ Bis 
Position to instruct officals in his district in a sense favourable to his 8M 
chances. Action to combat this unwarranted interference, and to secure at least 
moderate impartiality in the matter of security arrangements on election day, 38 
under urgent consideration. Very strong representations have been made 10 
M. Hellea, but it is unfortunately all too clear that the Delégué Général is 
incapable of controlling: anybody. 


4 Aleppo. 
‘There has been no important political activity, the local depaties having been 
absent in Damascus 
‘Shal ratli's ele 
locally, and 
satinfuction, 


to. the Presidency has been generally welcomed 
‘choice of Saadallah Jabri for Prime Minister has also givel 


5. Homs and Hama. 

The election of Shakri Quwatli to the Presiclency has been well received, bul 
the new Government is regarded with little confidence, owing to the absence of 
either Druze or Alaouite representatives. ‘The uppointment of Mazhar Pash 
Heslan as Minister of Supply bas been received with iniference, as be and Bi 

have only a limited Yocal popularity, Adnan tani ix reported to be 
disappointed that he did not obtain a Ministey or even an appointment ax one of 
the Secretaries of the Chamber as consolation for the enforced retirement of hit 
futher, Hashim Bek. The Hama deputy, Nojib Agha Barazi, is also annoyed, 
hho had hoped for ihe Ministry of Agriculture or the vice-Presidency of the 
Chamber, “His failure to obtain either of these appointments bax not, howevet, 
caused any disappointment amongst his constituents 
he supporters of the National Bloc in Toms are very bitter about the not: 
election of their candidate, Haj Suleiman Maaatrani, and strenuous efforta ane 
boing made to secure his election in the near future. ‘The method they propose i= 
tho appointment of Adnan Atassi to a diplomatic post, thas leaving his seit 
Yacant, Adnan, who would be happy £0 have such « post, ix however seeking t0 
profit by the oceasion, and say» that he will accept sothing less than an appoitite 
‘ment ax Minister Plenipotentiary. Also because of the failure of Maasarani, the 
local adherents of the Bloc aro incensed. against the Mohafex of Homs. 
Halabi, whom they accuse of having adopted an anti-Rloe attitude, “This it 
nite intr, for the Mohafer is inclined to the Moe, bat his attitude during the 
lections was one of exemplary neutrality. The people consider, however, that 
trateality sould mean, 100 jer cent. support for themuelv, and they now 
piropove to nak forthe retarn of the former Mfohafez, Haydar Mavdem Bey. who # 
‘at present in the Hauran, Tt is to be hoped that they will be unsuccessful in 
their efforts, as the present Mohafez has co-operated extremely well with both the 
Délégué and the Political Officer, and bas been a remarkably honest administrator, 
whereas Haydar Mardem Bey, was neither bonest nor relinble 
__ On the 2tst August the markets closed in Hama in protest against the 
imposition of income tax. ‘The strike had teen originally arranged for the 
19th August, but it was decided to wait until the new Parliament had assembled 
at Damascus before demonstrating. On the 17th August a circular had beet 
sent round demanding declarations of income, and stating that if no declarations 
were made individuals woald be assessed on their 1942 income. ‘The strike is & 
\d ngainst the demand that merchants should institute book- 
‘cannot afford. In fact, it is one more effort on theif 
‘There are no other demonstrations in the 


6, Jebel Druze. 


Xo detailed report received, 
According to Shukri Quwatli his decision not to include a Druze representa- 
tive in the new Syrian Cabinet (see under “General” above) caused great 
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Fesentwment in the Jebel. The six Druze Deputies withdrew before the closure 
of Parliament, and there was much agitation at Soneida, including apparently 
move to get rid of the officials of the Central Government who are employed in 
the Jebel. “Shukri was so much concerned at this agitation, which, he said, was not 

e latest 


to take Hassan-el-Atrash in his stead, considering, 
by his service under Sheikh Taj-ed-Din. 


7. Alaovite Territory, 

‘The election of Shukri Quwatli as President of the Republic, and the 
formation by Saadullah Jabri of a Government composed mainly of  ex-Prime 
Ministors, have aroused @ great deal of speculation regarding possible changes 
in Jocal administration, especially as this area is not represented in the Cabinet, 
This omission has not yet, however, aroused any serious outcry 


&. Kupirates and Jexireh 

‘All attempts to induce the French Déléggué Adjoint, Colonel Lanusse, to adopt 
‘4 more co-operative attitude cied-vie the British authorities having proved 
fmitless, the French have now agreed to his removal and have appointed 
M. G. Cassin, former French Consul at Kabul, in his stead. The military powers 
Of the délégué are being entrusted to Lieatenant-Colonel Roux, who was formerly 
in command of the French troops at Djibouti, M, Cassin arrived in Deir e2-Zor 
on the 14th August, and Colonel Lanusse is therefore expected to leave shortly. 

"AL the same time a now British Political Officer has been appointed to this 
region and has been given, in addition, the rank of consul. 

Tt has not yet been possible to induce the new Syrian Government to annul 
the election of Daban el-Hadi, but pressure to this ond is being. maintained on 
the Government 
11. The Lebanon Serb 

The closing date for tho receipt of applications to stand for hanese 
lections woe tke 17th August, Hy which tise a very large number of candidates 
fad made application, though many of them without any real intention of 
standing unless they could secare places on a strong electoral list. The process of 
forming tho lists has contined unabeled up to the present; and althaygh the 
main lines are now clear in all districts, further changes may take place up to 
ithe eve of elections as a result of last-minute bargains ‘between candidates or 

wressure by the authorities. 

Preeti by te a sta seems likely to be greater than appeared at first In 
Beirat two faisly strung lists are now complete, though French support of one has 
dinar ene the mens of the ter to the pent of heating withdrawal Tp 
Mount Lcbanon Emile Ed's and Bechara Khoury's lists are now complete, 

there is talk of a third list, which, however, may not eventuate, In South Lebanon 
‘ne strong united list has teen formed, and the counseller as placed, together a 
Tival List which is, however, unlikely to have much success. In the J tw 
Tints have teen formed, but the French are understood to be attempting to fuse 
them to the indignation of those candidates who would thereby be squeseed out. 
Tr North Lebapos to tain lists, one under Abdal Hamid Karami and Hamid 
Fi ieh and the other under Jawad Boulos and ‘Tanfig Awad, are now virtually 
complet and a third list is talked of but ix ‘unlikely to come about, 


12. Press and Propaganda. 
Internal-—The 


‘Lebanese press appears to haye been given considerable 
freedom to discuss the elections, althoogh some offending passages have been 
censored. According to its editor, the Revue du Liban received a severe rebuke 
from the Chef du Bureau de la Presse for publishing a special election number. 
The paper has nevertheless sought and obtained permission from the Lebanese 
Government to produce another special edition next week. ms 


"The Syri lished criticisms by Syrian Deputies of the 
ut on the Lebansa's perfect a Gaendence’” ia the message of congratula 
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addressed by the Lebanese head of State to the Syrian President. Arab countries 
were, it asserted, looking forward not to mere independence, but to pan-A 
unity 

the prow of toh countries was inable to explain the difference betwen the 
market price and the Bank price of gold, but commented that it opened anothet 
way to quick riches. F . 


External, 
‘No outstanding comments. 


Enemy Wireless Propaganda, 


Enemy stations broadcasting in Arabic have continued to applaud the 
Nationalist victory in Syria and to call for the ejection of the *' colonisers ” in the 
interests of true independence. ‘The Lebanon is now being urged to returh 
Nationalist candidates in the coming elections. enemy broadcasters alleging. tht 
the French have provoked trouble between Christians and Moslems in Beirut 
have forbidden Beirut papers to support Moslem candidates. 
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Estract from Weekly Political Summary No. 74, Syria and the Lebanon, 
let September, WM3.—(Received in Foreign Office 9th September) 


1, General. 


French interference in the Lebanese electoral campaign continued unabated 
Up to election day. A detailed protest to AM. Hellon by His Majesty's Ministet 
against the flagrant interventions of MM. Boogner and Rozek and the conseillers 
in Tripoli and Sidon in the formation of electoral lists was answered only by denials 
‘and by a series of weak and easily-disproved counter-charges agaitst ti he politica 
aficer at Tripoli and of vague accusations against unnamed British otra of 
the O.C.P.M. Hellou did, indeed, promise to confine his conseillers to theit 
houses (in which, in any case, most of their political activities are carried of) 
until after the day of the elections, but went back on even this the following day, 
He also induced all three members of the Lebanese provisional Goverament {0 
write him a letter declaring that neither he tor his officials bad intervened with 
them in electoral matters. ‘The weak and harassed Abdullah Beyhum sent 
M. Hellou on the following day a recantation in which he reiterated in general 
terms bis complaints of Frenchy interference 
5 election day a , candidates’ tempers became distinctly frayed, 
‘and both local and’ Allied authorities were inundated with protests and An 
protests against all kinds of electoral abuses on the part of the Lebanese and 
rench administrations. Roth Emile Eddé and Bechara el-Khoury complained 
that officials in the Mount Lebanon district were showing partiality aguinst thelF 
candidates, while from North Lebanon came a steady stream of telegratns froft 
Abdul Hamid Keramt's party, protesting against. the undoubted attempts of 
‘Tanfiq Awad to corrupt the administration and police in that area. 

In these circumstances it is satisfactory to record that the elections, which 

took place on the 2th August, passed off with no serious disorders 

hough intervention and trickery were undoubtedly widespread, they 
Teast leas blatant and less successful than on former aceasions’ The Brit 
‘authorities succeeded in preventing the use of French or local troops for security 
[parposes in such a way us to give an impression of intimidation, and in the event 
thats trope were kept wll ithe ackground. Onder was siaintaned by the 
police und gendarmerie (the latter diluted with troupes npéctales) in a manner 
Thich reflected great credit on the head of the Lebatsse Gendarmers 
the sole responsibility was vested. Though there were minor brawls and fights 
in several places, and at least two serious attempts were made at Tripoli on the 
life of Set killed. 

In all the outlying districts—North Lebanon, South Lebanon and. the 
Bekaa—the lists which had been openly hacked hy the French suffered defeat 
Tn Beirut, on the other hand, the list which had heen formed by M. Bogner in 
‘opposition to that of Georges Tabot, and which included two former Presidents 

M. Naccache and Dr. Ayoub Tabet) and one former Prime Minister (Sami Solh) 
lismissed by General Catroux, was largely successful, though fonr seats out of 
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fine remain to be balloted for. In the Mount Lebanon a count lasting over 
fifty hours provided only eight successful candidates oat of a total of seventeen 
Seats, but seven of these were from Emile Eddé’s list, The ballotage for the 
Temainder is due to take place on the Sth September. 

Both during and after the elections, bitter complaints were received about 
the unsatisfactory manner in which the lists of electors had been revised. It was 
Stated, apparently with truth, that large numbers of electors were not permitted 
fo vote because their names could not be found on the lists. These irregularities 
appear to have been most serious in Beirut and the Mount Lebanon—the only 
two districts where French protégés had any success, It is noteworthy that ih 
Beirut, where it is said that some 8,000 Armenians were thus prevented from 
‘Yoting’ only 26 per cent. of possible Votes were cast, as against over 60 per cent 
everywhere else. Pending the production of further evidence, it is impossible to 
judge how far this state of affairs was due to trickery and how far merely to 
Separincsal laziness and inefficiency. Numerous, other complaints of 
Malpractices in the registering and counting of votes in the polling booths ave 
been made but will he difficult to prove 

“The population as a whole seem to have appreciated the attempts of the 
British authorities to introduce a new spirit of impartiality and justice into the 
tlections, and it is generally agreed that the results, though far from satiafautory, 

resent a definite advance on past elections, where lists were merely imposed 
Ieforchand by the French authorities through the Government In power, Never 
theless, the new Chamber will not contain more than a dozen Deputies with any 
strength of character or independence of purpose, and these dozen, Moslem anid 
Christian, are far from united in their aims; so that it is too much to hope that 
anything like a strong Government can be formed amongst them, 

‘The Syrian Parliament lost no time in broaching the question of Arab 
federation.” On the 26th August « miotion was proposed by Nazem ‘Aleppo) 
that the Government should work for the attainment of a Confeder 
States and the unification of Aral countries. ‘The Prime Minister 

vernment to te in favour of the motion, which was at once 
acclamation 

‘A few days previously, Shukei Quwatli had requested an interview with « 
member of the British Legation to discuss what he described ax a very urgent 
matter. He stated that be had already, since his accession to pawer, been ander 
Strong French pressure ty negotiate m treaty, and feared that General Cattonx, 
‘who, he believed, would visit the Levant States shortly, would apply will stronger 


Pressure, He made it plain that he was averse from entering into. uny 


fuck negotiations, a enauired ag to de ittade of His Majesty's Government 


‘He was informed that whi favourably dispowed 


layati, a former officer in the Turkish Army (who is not a Deputy 
‘not hold any official position), but ruled that the matter must be studied by the 
Government before being submitted for the consideration of the House. 

Parliament has now gone into recess until mid-October. 

‘There has been a slight rise in the price of gold. Wholesale prices, which 
‘zuflered a sharp drop when the price of old fell recently, have now risen again 
in proportion; whilst retail prices, which remained almost unaffected when 
Wholesale prices fell, are tending to rise still further 


2 Wheat. 

Two Cereals Commission mestings have taken place during the past seven 
days under the presidency of Jamil Mardam, Minister for Foreign Affairs in the 
new Government. The President has 20 far shown a marked preparedness to 

‘Purchases for the week the 20th-26th August inclusive were 31,000 tons, or 
an average of over 4,400 tons per day. 

‘The main problems of the O.C.P. at the moment are connected with storage 
and transport. 
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3. Syria-~Damascus, 

‘Apart from the resolution passed on the 26th August calling upon the 
Government to work for Arab unity and the suggestion that Syria shld declare 
war on the Axis (see under ‘* General "' above), Parliamentary debates have not 
contained anything of importance. A motion proposed by the Minister of Justice 
calling for a general amnesty (with certain exceptions) fot prisoners in local gaol 
hhas been approved. Scrutiny into the validity of the elections has resulted if 
the recoguitton of two unimportant Depaties being deferred pending. further 
consideration. One of the Deputies in question is accused of having beught the 
secondary electors, and in the other case there is « dispute regarding the accuracy 
of the count; but in neither instance is there any suggestion of forvigh 
‘interference. 

In a declaration to the foreign press on the 25th Angust, the President of 
the Council stated that the foreign policy of his Government was to continue 
to participate in the Allied war effort, to consolidate relations with Erance and 
the Allies on the basis of complete Syrian independence, and to establish relations 
with the other Arab States on a hasis still to be determined. The Government's 
internal policy, he said, was to achieve complete independence and to. develop 
the prosperity and resources of the country 

Hie Majesty's Minister made formal calls upon the Syrian President and 
Government on the Bist August. 


9. Homs and Hama, 


i ‘apparently. w 
received by Shukri Quwatli, and now seems more certain of his position, 

‘The strike provoked by the Government's attempt to collect Income Tax (see 
Jast week's Summary) proved short-lived, and there were no disturbances, 


6, Jebel Druze. 

‘There was considerable excitement in Soueida when it became known that the 
new Syrian Government would not lude a Druze representative, Many 
demonstrations took place, but there were no disorders. "The Syrian flag win 
taken down from the Sérail, but was restored the following day: shops remained 
Closed for two days, 

The Druze deputies, as a result of pressure brought to bear on the Emir 
‘Hassan by the Syrian, French and British authorities, returned to Damascus {oF 
the final sitting of Parliament on the 28th August. It is not clear whether the 
[amir still cherishes hopes of oce: the Government, however, intend to remmaif 

rm 


7. Alaouite Territory, 
When the Syrian Parliament first met it seemed Vikely that the Alaouite 


deputies would split into two parties, comprising on the one hand the supporters 
of the Nationalieis Bloc and ou the other thet oppencets consisting of some 
twelve deputies led by Munir el-Abbas. Subsequently, however, Munir and his 
‘supporters called on Shukri Quwatli and the Head of the Government and 
sured them of their wholehedrted support for a policy of Syrian unity, Tt 
seein clear therefore, that despite their local differences, there i= no longer any 
likelihood of any body of Alaouite deputies supporting the now rorlband policy 
of scone sa rian Sta 
brahinn ii Kinj are al to have visited Shukri Quwatli and 

the Prime Minister and to have met with 9 cordial reception ba 

Although the Kinjs withdrew from the elections, there is reason to suspect 
that their earlier attitude towards the Mobafex’ party has prowked the 
Permanent animosity of the French authorities. 


. . - . . . 
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iene, th G it and. the 
ion of the relations between the Syrian Government and. the 
Bedouin ties has been Taisod in Parliament by Sheikh Trad el Milhem, of the 
h Tribe, In a speech on Bedouin affairs, during which be declared bits 
self in favour of complete Syrian independence and of Arab federation, he call 
‘pou the Government to substitute Syrian for French control of the tribes, He 
pointed out that these comprised about 20 per cent. of the population of Syria, 
And said that it was incumbent upon the Government to concern itself with their 
education and to provide increased medical and sanitary facilities. He also 
fod the development of irrigation and agriculture in the nomad areas. His 
speech was seconded by Rushdi Kekhia (Aleppo) and Nejib Rayes (Damascus), 
ho suggested the creation of a Tribal Administration on the lines of that in 
force in 
ee eee 
Sheikh Daham el-Hadi from internment 5 
seen ee is og et 
da tribes, as a result of orders given to the Afadla by the F' 
1 Tel Abiad to evacuate certain lands and villages North of Rag 
‘This is interproted by the Afadla a 
ted the candidate of # 


‘orders for all action to be suspended. 
despatched troops to the scene to maintain order 


12. Press and Propaganda, 

More than 9,000 copies of a large poster containing an extract from His 
Majesty's Minister's recent broadcast speech calling. upon each elector to vote 
‘according to bix conscience were put up near polling booths throughout. the 
Lebanon, while an even larger number of handbills containing a longer message 
in the same sense {rom Monsicur Helleu were distributed or pastod up toarby. 
Thoy were both welcomed by the press ax having ‘" a soothing effect upon the muss 


ve he title of Taufiq Awad, Assistant Seoretary of 


nal Government, to function as Minister of the 
Interior, and protested strongly against his use of his official position to influence 
iectoral campaign in favour of his own party. 

‘Enemy radio stations showed some interest in the Lebanese elections, alleging 
‘de Gaullist "interference with Moslem leaders and national demonstrators 
‘The new Syrian Government was urged to strengthen its Army and make military 
service compulsory, while in another broadcast, Syria was described as the centre 
af Arab hopes and. was called upon to go to the aid of Palestine, which bad 
resisted the Jews unaided for #9 





(B 5421/27/80) No. 78. 


Extracts from Weekly Political Summary, No. 75. Syria and the Lebanon, 
Sia September, {oi8{ltceived tw Poreign Ofice ith September) 


1. General 
‘THE. results of the first elections on the Mount Lebanon district were only 
‘Announced on the Ist September, after nearly sixty hours’ work in counting th 
it of seventeen candidates achieved clear majorities—seven 
from ("Nationalist ") party and one, Camille Chamoun, from 
Bechara el-Khoury's ('* Constitutional’) party. In anticipation of the balloting 
for the remaining seats, which was planned to take place on the 4th September, 
tot sides began intensive elctoral campaigns in which money was freely spent 
‘and all available means used to, influence el i 
‘The balloting finally took place on the Sth September, having been postponed 
for 24 hours as a result of representations from the Constitutional party. It 
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ny agents ofthe 
‘and there appears to be a great deal of evidence in fener changers a 


Balloting in Beirut, which also took place on the Sth September, resulted ia 
one more member of Dr: Ayoub Tabet's list and three members of the ‘opposition 
lint being elected. Before the balloting there seems to have been much jockeying, 
for position amongst the candidates, and at least one was induced to stand down 
in favour of his opponent on prompt repayment of his electoral expenses. Tn this 
manosyre also the Sireté Générale are taxed by the Constiationalats with direst 

npliity. 

‘The ‘new chamber must, according to the Constitution, meet before the 
lat September, and in the meantime all thoaghts are turned to the question af 
who is to be President. It is believed that both Emile Eddé (if he is convinced 
that his own candidature would be illegal) and the French authorities are lik 
to give their support to Dr. Ayoub Tabet, who is considered to be the best ave 
able protagonist of the idea of an independent Christian Lebanon; of the 
numerous possible alternatives, Bechara’ el-Khoury commands considerable 
support, but he has lost prestige as a result of the Mount Lebanon results and is 
bby n0 means universally popular 
in. There are indications that the 
Treaty in the recent speeches of 
said to have adopted 1 
Summary No. 73—in order to avoi 
perturbed the French authorities. Having fn 
to raise the question in the Chamber, which hi 
approached the Prime Minister and 


the latter 
resting. if tru 
Furthermore, the question of the Leben shee 
in the Customs would have to be considered "he Vebanese hare 


nflsot the disquiet caused 
he ill. intentioned had 


A ster's speech . 
Air. Churchti's cordial referens in that perch to France give rear iche ton 


to the French, but naturally did not please the Syrians to the saine extent 
Recngnition of the Commitee of Liberation by His Majesty's Gorernment, 


the USSR. and the United States has raised French rale considerabl 
Naturally the unconditional Russian recognition ‘has. strengthened ther yee 
Russian tendency already existing among some Frenchmen, bat the British 
recognition has also been sincerely welcomed. Its reservations are nadeccal 
‘and appreciated by most, and ite tone is favourably contrasted with vive lec, 
ordi LS were ins = United Spr i 

ne de Syrie started selling gold to the public 
Damascus on the ard September, ‘This move kus heen yeneFally weleon eed ae 
brought down the price of gold in the bazaare. 


3. Syria—Damaseus. 
‘The new Government has, as yet, taken no measures of any litical i oa 
ance. ‘The inauguration of the'hew ‘régime bas toinchied ilk ihe ake 


Ramadan (which ‘on the Bist A wl ramshackle administrativ 
Ramadan (which began ogg Sts August) when the ramshackle administrative 
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Great satisfaction has been given by an announcement made on the 
2nd September by Tahsin Bey Qadri, the Iraqi Consul-General in Beirut, to the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, that his Government had recognsied Syrian inde- 
Pendence and desired to exchange diplomatic representations with Pending 
the nomination of a minister to Damascus, Tahsin Bey is to act as chargé 
affaires. The Iraqi Government has not as yet recognised Lebanese inde- 
pendence. The E; Government, which already recognises Syria, has decided 
fo appoint a charge flares to Damascus, 

bout the same time a certain Abdul Mun’im Rifai, assistant Rais Diwan 
of the Emir Abdullah of Transjordan, was visiting Damascus to hand a personal 
letter from the Emir to the President of the Republic, Abdul Mun'im Bey, who 
Was the guest af the Syrian Government during his stay. also visited the president 
of the chamber and the president of the council. His visit and the Emir's 
letter are locally thought to be connected with the present visit to Cairo of 
Taufiq Abil-Huda, the Prime Minister of Transjordan, to discuss Arab 
federation. It is significant that immediately before his trip to Cairo Taufiq 
Pasha “happened "* to be staying in Damascus. 

Colonel Oliva-Roget, who hay been acting delegate in Damascus since the 
14th July, has now been ‘confirmed in this appointment in succession to General 
Collet who, it is rumoured, is to be given a command in Morocco, The new 
delegate, who until his arrival in Damascus to deputiss for General Collet was 
délégué adjoint in the Jebel Druze, is on the whole popular with the Nationalist 
party because in 1931 he advocated a policy of understanding between them and 
the French, who since the 1925 revolt, bad regarded the Nationalists with 
suspicion, It is reported that the new délégué has been instructed by General 
Catroux to continue to maintain a close connexion with the Jebel Druze. 

Syrian Government circles ave, on the whole. heen pleasantly surprised at 
the results of the Lebanese elections. ‘The victory of Riadh Soth and Abdul Hamid 
Korami and their partisans in South and North Lebanon respectively, and the 
election of Sami Solh in Beirut, have encouraged their friends in Damascus, who 
‘Wish for close relations, if not unity, between Syria and the Lebanaon, ‘The resulta 
‘of the Mount Lebanon elections have, however, been regarded with suspicion, 
heightened ty the delay n th Renetions to the results of the 
ballortage which has just taken place are not yet known. It remains to be ween 
Whether the Syrians are justified in the trust which they appear to place in 
Riadh and Sami Solb, 

Tt has been annotinced in the press that the Popular (Shakibandar) patty bus 

iven up the premises which were formerly ite headquarters, It would seem 
hat the party. which wax already moribund, received Ie coup de grdee at tbe 
ctions. 


4. Aleppo. 

In the alsence of the more important local deputies, political intorest ix still 
centred in Damascus, and there have been no local events of importance. 
Confidence in the Government has risen as a result of Shukri Quwatli's firm 
handling of the Druze. 


©. Jebel Druze 

‘The popular excitement over the failure of the Syrian Government to give 
A ministry to a Druze Deputy has died down, but it is clear that the Emir Hassan 
is still deoply incensed at having been pushed aside. He has informed the political 
officer that he is not prepared to accept the argument that the appointment of a 
Druze minister would have necessitated giving ministries to the Alnouites, the 
Kurds and the Bedouin, as he considers the Druze, by reason of the armed 
support which they have contributed in the past to the cause of Syrian. inde- 
pendence, have a greater claim on the Government than any other section of the 
community. The Emir has stated ‘cally that, although up to now he had 
been prepared to abandon his claim for Druze autonomy and allow the Jebel to be 
gradually assimilated to the rest of Syria, he has now revised his opinion, 

Tt seems that the Emir and the Druze Deputies were induced to return to 
Damascus for the final session of the Syrian Chamber before Parliament went 
into recess by a promise of a ministry made by an emissary sent to Soucida by 
Jamil Mardam. It is said that this move was completely unknown to Shukri 
Quwatli and the Prime Minister, who were furious when they heard of it and 
ordered the offer to be countermanded. Whether the Head of the Goverament 
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and the Prime Minister really were ignorant of is 3 il 
ba however, that Jamil Maram was endeavouring to wan over the support af 
Seine might control as m: as 35 votes in the Chamber) for use in aa 
he French authorities do not, so fi m to have mace 
do not, so far, seem to have made any attempt to take 
advantage of the ncient they tay perhaps Jadge preferable 1 support 
ri Quwatli now in the hop: of favours (0 come.” Bat if those favours and. 


particularly the Government's agreement to initiate treaty negotiatione—do not 
materialise, their attitude may well ‘chan, © alebeh pose 
Alaouite territory also. npr merce 


7. Alaowite Territory, 
‘The return to a constitutional régime in Syria is having an impo 
‘upon the outlook of loca political leaders It is realised that Sbpket Ques 
paths Government are fnnly in the sulle. Partie and groups formed under 
reuch patronage may be expected to dissolve, and it seems not unlikel 
ite ae pola wo have hither tes the pruners ene er 
as elsewhere in Syria, may event swept aw . i 
eee era ed ow pochl ge hs nnd es Jousent everation with 
__ Certain changes are already apparent; leaders such as Sul i 
Kinjpand the Abbas family are socking to establish Chamsciven ft the favoar of toe 
‘ow Government, Suleiman Murshid, who recently visited Shukri Quwatli to 
coffer his allegiance as a." Syrian patriot," is asserting that he was well received 
On his return he complained to the political officer that the Abbas family were 
endeavouring to break the influence of all the other Alaouite leaders, including 
himself and the Kinjs; but until some definite proof of a break occurs, any sugges: 
tions made by Suleitan that the alliance between himself, Shangat nlcAbbas and 
the French SS. officers has been dissolved must be treated with extreme reserve. 
is rally determined to asrume the eile of » thorough National 
ve ckly to encounter the animosit a 
‘te ot likely to weleonw the defection of a man whe owes his wealth aid psatiog 
to them. In the meantime, however, Suleiman continues to play the part of local 
‘rant. On his return from Damascus he found that the inhabitants of the 
Yillage of Jaubet Borgha, his headquarters, who had hitherto teen amongat his 
pporters, were showing signs of rovol 
what then happened are conficting. "It i alleged that Sleiman’ bedgansd 
surrounded the village and threatened thoweho oppoed him with death” One 
is in hospital in Lattakia, Ger arriviny * 
day found all quiet but arrested how wha had me complaints ngatnet Selsinnge 
Murshid, and advised the others to go and assure him of their 
‘appears, therefore. to be still assured of tho support of local offical 
"The Mohafee is understood to have ollered his resignation to the Government, 
bot with what resale not: yet known, This may be regarded as an astute 
8 0 8 forestalled the Government if his dismissal 
intended and on the other hand, if his resignation is de positions 
wie tli if his resignation is not accepted, his position 
It is reported that by the Ist October all detached posts of G: i 
outlying districts will be withdrawn to district beed cartes eke 
train under the 8. officer, Whereas in the past the SS. officers bave detailed 
the Gardes Mobiles for duty as circumstances arose, local Syrian executives will 
now, ave to rly on the Syrian Uendarmere and touts for asta in 
essing ve to be made in writing to Free French 





(5576/27/89) No. 79, 
Estract from Weekly Political Summary No. 76—Syria ai el 
15th September, U43.—(Received in Fortign ‘Ofiee, & Sond Beptonben yeu 
(Becret.) 
1. General. 


‘THE Lebanese Parliament has been convened 

hos of the Republic Silla caret phemnaee 
the known candidates are Emile Eddé i 

Bechata ef Khoury (Constitutional Ble), De: Ayoub Tabet Alfred Nesceche 
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‘and Petro Trad. Of these, the last three have little or no popular backing; and 
A the outset it appeared likely that there would be a straight ight between the 
Temaining two, who are traditional rivals, ‘The Constitutionalists and their 
allies were, however, by no means confident of obtaining a victory over Emile 
Eddé, who was known to enjoy French support; and many of them foresaw th 
even if Eddé were defeated, he would consti formidable an opposition 
the Chamber as to render Bechara el Khoury s postion extremely dificult 
Attempt was therefore made by the anti-E ction to di 
candidate with sufficiently strong popular backing to stand in place of Bec 
eUkhcarg."Varlows antes were sggested, but the attempt failed » Meanwhile, 
Emile Eddé on his side, conscious of the fact that his legal title to stand for 
re-election to the presidency was more than doubtful, professed to be willing to 
withdraw in favour of a Deputy or an outsider acceptable to both parties. The 
French, who were also probabl ape by the weakness of 
ition, finally let it be known that the candidates fayoured by them were Petro 

rad and the Emir Khalil Bellama. The former of these, apart from his incon 
Peteuce and unpopularity, is not a Maronite, and his election, for the presidency 
Would thus constitute a break with established tradition and give rise to many 

ications. The latter is a complete noneatity. 

‘His Majesty's Minister saw M. Hellou at the latter's request. on the 
Joan September and agreed with him in principle aso the desirability of inducing 
both Bechara el Khoury and Emile Eddé to stand down, in order to prevent the 
Berpetution of a parliamentary rivalry which ‘had done the country much harm 
[nthe past, It remains to be seen, however, whether Bechara ol Khoury will agree 
to renounce his long-cherished hopes. Moreover, although there is reason to 
telive that Bldé might agree vo support one man (Calle Sharnouy) ‘who would 
be entirely acceptable to the great bulk of Bechara el Ki adherents, that 
‘solution would probably be by no means welcome to the French, 

The Italian capitulation caused a great sensation and more popular 
‘enthusiasm than any other Allied victory. In Beirut, Damascus and Aleppo the 
Streets were beflagged, and official and other deputations have visited the Allied 
authorities to offer their congratulations, While Germany is still respected, 
especially by the Moslem population, Italy was generally diliked and despised 
feven before the advent of Mussolini, ' Sympathy with Italy was confined to a fow 
Roman Catholic elements who wanted a change from French control aud were the 
special object of Italian propaganda, 

“The Announcement of General Collet’s transfer to other dutics has heen 


received with great aatinfaction, in Syrian circles, particularly in the Aleppo 
fares, since he was regarded as a major obstacle to the achievement of Syrian 


independence. 


8 Syria—Damascus. 
"The news of the Italian armistice coincided with the arrival in Damascus 
of Omar Fathi Paaha, chief aide-de-camp to tbe King of Fagypt, with a persoual 
message from the King to the President of the Republic. "The Syrian Govern: 
Thent paid considerable honour to the Royal messenger, On the morning of his 
Arrival the local press published the texts of letters exchanged by the Egyptian 
‘And Syrian Prime Ministers, in which the former invited Sandullah Jabri or his 
i Egypt to give his views on Arab unity. Saadullah Bey: has 
‘tation on behalf of the Minister for Foreign Affairs, but intends 
ith Jamil Mardam if his other duties permit. 
to elect one Moslem Deputy to Gill te set made vacant by the 
elevation of Shukri Quwatli to the presi ‘The same secondary electors will 
ote as on the 28th July, but prospective candidates must submit their candidature 
Jnew.. Voting is to take place on the 9th October and ballottage, if necessary, is 
fixed for the 12th October. 
‘The Minister of Finance has issued a public statement, which scems to show 
that the new Administration, unlike its predecessors, intends to take a vigorous 
line in the matter of taxation. 


x . . . . . 
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CHAPTER VI.—GENERAL. 


[E $462/2554 /65) No. 80. 


sm Mr, Kden to Viscount Halijas (Washington), 
Y Loed : 
Lo Foreign Office, 8th Awgust, 1948 
THERE have been recent indications that the U1 aS ates Cotati are 
adopting, in regard to the countries of the Middle East. an attitude which does 
Hot entirely take into account the special tnterests of His Majesty's Goverment 
in that area, and His ving ‘s Government therefore wish to secure closer 
co-ordination of British and _merican Middle Eastern policy, and thus wo avoid 
misunderstandings, which might if une! have an adverse effect upott 
the ener relations been out two countries nt er SS UP 
his general tendency of the State Department's Middle Eastern 
in itstrated By a recent incident in Afehanitam a county hone Lowes 
interests 44 compared with those of His Majesty's Government, are so insignifi- 
that the United States have tot until lately thought’ it necessary to 
i a diplomatic representative in Kabul. The State Department revo 
ructions to their now Minister in Kabul to intervene in a manner highly 
Prejudicial to our interests in negotiations which the Soviet and. British 
Fepresentatives wore conducting with the Afghan Government regarding the 
subversive activities against India and the Soviet Union of certain parsons 
financed by the Axis Legations in Kabul. Fortunately, it proved possible to 
seottre the despatch from Washiugton of revised instructions to thet American 
Minister in Kabul, before the latter had taken action cvordance with the State 
Piper s revious objectionable directions and it was thus posible to 
eat any prejudicial’ conacyuens fee fren arising’ cat oft 
Mia el quences to the Allies from arising out of this 
A very similar tendeney has been evident from time to time in 
Department's policy towards Persia. "Last year, (or example, the State Tatts 
ment tok strong excep Hioved His Majesty's 
overnment to Be ad They protested in 
Zahidi. the Persian 
0 pro-Axis plot 
rein Government and 
avinees more di 


partment, in reply to their enquiry wl 
His Majesty's Government. that we were tment 
of any foreign consuls at Bahrein, since the esta official 
ep give rise to 
i he United 
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United States Legation. Some weeks ago Ibn Saud enquired of His Majesty’ 
Government whether he would be able to secure his requirements of arms by 
Lend-Lease from the Americans: and the reply sent to him, which was based on 
the existence of an unofficial understanding between the British and American 
Munitions Assignment Boards regarding zones of responsibility for the supply 
farms, sagpested that his arms requirements chould be sated in London rather 
than in Washington. The State Department thereupon instructed their Legation 
at Jedda to inform the Saudi Arabian authorities that it is the policy of the 
United States Government to receive enquiries regarding the availability, of 
American milita propriate representatives ofthe 
Near East, and to.ndd that if it 

suppli This undertaking to supply 

Saud, if feasible, with American arms takes no account of the obvious 
importance which His Majesty's Government, in view of their responsibilities 
for defending and maintaining order in neighbouring Arab countries, must 
always attach to preventing excessive supplies of arms from reaching the Arabian 
Peninsula, 
| 6. The United States Government have also, as you are aware, taken the 
initiative recently as regards Palestine, bat im this case they have only acted aftr 
‘consultation with His y's Government and in agreement with theit wishes. 
His Majesty's Government have cordially welcomed the proposal for a joint 
declaration with a view to discourage undesirable partisan activities which might 
‘conflict with the war effort, and they are in sympathy with the proposal to send 
Colonel Hoskins to Riyadh to ascertain whether Thn Sand's attitude is such as 
would enable direct conversations to be arranged between Jews and Arabs, and 
thus possibly lead to an agreed settlement of the Palestine dispute. Nevertheless 
we were somewhat surprised that, without consulting us, the United States 
Government invited Ibn Saud or one of his sons to visit Washington with a 
View to discussing Palestine. 1 can only hope that, despite the examples of 
American unco-operativeness referred to in preceding paragraphs, thero is no 
reason for anxiety lest the State Department, in a matter of such importance as 
this, may take in the future some ill-advised stop which might have dangerous 
consequences for His Majesty's Government ax the Power which has to bear the 
responsibility for Palestinian affairs. 

7. In the case of Iraq, we have consulted the United States Government 
regarding suggestion that the Regent should visit Washington and London, 
that after six weeks’ delay we have received only a very vague reply. 

It is obviously most unfortunate that there should be any lack of 
co-operation between British and American policy in the Middle East, and 1 
myself sce no essential reason why any important differences. should exist 
British and American interests in each of the countries concerned are 
approximately the same. Both His Majesty's Government and the United States 
‘Government desire to see these countries tranquil, contented and prosperous, and 
both Governments are equally concerned to promote such measures ax are 
necesaary for the security of Allied troops and for the effective prosecution of 
the war. But British interests in all the countries of the Middle East are 
inevitably groater than American interests, if only for geographical reasons, and 
it is legitimate to hope that the United States Government will take into account 
the fact that the responsibilities which His Majesty's Government have in that 
area, «., for the defence of India, Iraq, Transjordan, Palestine and Egypt, 
entitle their views to special consideration in any matters affecting these and 
neighbouring countries, 

‘9. One reason which is sometimes suggested (o account for the increasing 
attention which the United States Government are devoting to the Middle Fast, 
‘and for their apparent readiness to pursue an independent policy at the risk of 
friction with Great Britain, is the American interest in the oil of the Persian 
Gulf area. [tis thought in some quarters that United States'oil resources will 
in a few years cease to suffice for American needs, and that the oil of the Persian 
Golf may thus come to have for the Americans a yery great importance indeed. 
I shall be interested to learn whether your Lordship considers that the position 
of the world’s future oil resources has in fact affected the State Department's 
attitude, and whether the State Department are in any way under pressure from 
American oil interests as regards Middle Eastern policy. But even if this were 
0, [see no reason why oil questions should necessarily lead to Anglo-American 
rivalry in the Middle East. In the Iraq Petroleum Company. American and 
British oil interests participate on equal terms; and even if the Anglo-Tranian 
Oil Company is a purely British concern, there is a purely American company 
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working the Dhahran cil-felds in Saudi Arabia, and the Babrein Petroleum 
Company, although technically British, is financed and owned by Americal 
capil 
10. _It is sometimes suggested, moreover, that one of the reasons why the 
United States Government bad it difficult to cooperate closely with, His 
Majesty's Government in the Middle East arises from the feeling that Great 
Britain has inthe past exploited the Middle Eastern territories for her owt 
imperialist ends and has retarded political progress contrary to the wishes of the 
inhabitants. Seeing that His Majesty 's Government have done more than an} 
‘other Power to promote Arab freedom and to develop the counteies of the Middl 
East, [hope that this misapprehension may without much difficulty be dispelled. 
AL gain, there is in the mind of the American public a feeling that the 
United tes enjoys in the Middle East, as the result of her disinterested cultural 
and missionary activities in the past, a great fund of goodwill which might be 
lised now in the joint interests of the Allies This ts perhaps a reasen 00 
only for a desire to exert American uence there to a greater extent than 
horetofore, but also pethaps for an apprebension Jest too close co-operation with 
British policy might prejudice this goodwill. I recognise that the degree of 
American milion to co-operate will vary from time to time, and would be 
adversely affected by any serious outbreak of anti-British. feelin, 
Persians or the Arabs. But I think 
ean associate with us without forfeiting their hypothetical reserve of goodwill. 
“12.” There is, T understand, a farther belie? current in the United States 
which it may not be so easy to counter, namely, that His Majesty's Government 
desire to pursue an exclusive policy in the Middle East, without regard. for 
legitimate American interests. Encouragement may have been given to this idea 
the refusal of His Majesty's Government to agree to an American Consul at 
rein. In order to remove this apprebension, 1 will be necessary to make it 
‘lear that His Majesty's Government have no objection whatever to the legitimate 
exercise of American infloence in the Middle East, and have no intention of 
regarding that region as an exclusively British preserve. Far from wishing t@ 
exclude American influence, His Majesty's Government in fact desire to obtain 
the active help and co-operation of the United States, but they wish in some way 
to ensure that American influence ix not used against British influence in an area 
where British vital interests are so closely affected. It is only by full and frank 
discossions of the aims of British and American policy, and of any. pomible 
divergence of views that may be revenled in the course of thowe discussions, that 
‘a satisfactory understanding between London and Washington ean be reached, 

13, Another view, expressed in reports which have reached me fron various 
sources, is that the unco-operative attitude of the State Department ix almost 
entirely due to the influence of Mr. Wallace Murray, the Political Adviser for 
Middle Eastern Affairs It is not easy to suggest how this difficulty can be 
‘overcome, but there appear to be two alternatives either to arrange for a frank 
discussion of mutual problems with Mr. Murray himself, in the hope of over- 
‘coming his suspicions and prejudices, or else to engage in similar discussions with 
Mr. Murray's official superiors, in the hope of neutralising his anti-British 
tendencies, at least in matters of major importance, ‘This is a matter on which 
T aball be glad to receive your Lordahip's views, 

14. I should perhaps add that, with the exception of Mr. Dreyfus, the 
American Minister at Tehran, I have had no cause for complaint regarding the 
attitude of the United States representatives in the Middle East. fe particolar, 

ir. Kirk, the American Minister at Cairo, Mr. Engert, the American Minister 
Kabul, and Mr. Wilson, until recently the American Minister-Resident at 
lad, have shown themselves consistently helpful. It is mainly in Washington 

that dificulties seem to originate. 

15. The conclusion reached by His Majesty's Government is that it will be 
desirable to initinte in the immediate future discussions with United States repre- 
sentatives regardin; xy in the Middle East. I feel that these conversations 
‘should take place in London rather than in Washington. I therefore Propose to 
authorise you to make a communication either to the President or to the Secretary 
of State to the effect that His Majesty's Government are anxious to establish 
a closer co-ordination of policy in the Middle East. It would be made clear that, 
while the Middle East is'am area of essential strategic importance to the British 
Commonwealth, we hope that the United States Government will be prepared to 
collaborate closely with us in that area, and for this purpese a moutnal under. 
Sanding of ech ther ins and init 6 mach to bee. Fo thie 

His Majesty's Government wou tly welcome the visit to London 
S'high American offcial for the purpose of an informal exchange of views both 


Oo curreat questions in the Middle Fast and on some problems that may arise 
After the war, in the hope of securing full mutual understanding, 

ine He pee seta, tt nt nih 
se ty HU gus 
alto any other Middie with to 
raise. For example, it would scem useful that the two Governments should 
exchange views on the future development of Anglo-American co-operation i 
economic matters. The value of such co-operation has already been striki 
shown through the admirable work of the Middle East Supply Centre, Hitherto, 
‘owing to the shortage of available supplies, the activities of the Supply Centre 
ust have appeared to the Government of the Middle Eastern countries as mainly 
restrictive; but it may shortly be possible to relax the existing restrictions, and 
the time bow seems to have come when the future of this Anglo-American 
organisation might usefully be considered. His Majesty's Government, would 
propose that the first step might be to bring the local Governments gradually into 
fonsultation by means of conferences on subjects of interest to thom, sich ax 
transport, food production and rationing statistics. Later, provided that the 
Jocal Governments proved responsive, arrangements might be made to associate 
them even more closely with the Centre's work. Eventually they might, perhaps, 
if they wished, be admitted to full participation in all the Centre's activities. 
‘There would scem to be great advantage in an endeavour on. these lines to make 
Anglo-American control over supplies and distribution, which will presumably 
have to remain in being in the Afiddle East antl some considerable time 
the end of the war, more acceptable to the local Governments by a progressive 
process of consultation and partnership, accompanied where possible by a gradual 
Telaxation of restrictions. Finally, asa long-term objective, it may be found 
desirable to establish a Middle East Economic Council as a consultative body 
representative of the Middle East Governments and of other Governments wit 
major interests in this region, but His Majesty's Government have not thought 
it necessary to reach a decision on this latter point at the present stage, 

17. You should not approach the United States anthorities on the lines 
suggested in paragraphs 15 and 16 above pending further instructions, but T 
Sal! be glad to receive your Lordship’s observations by telogram on the poi 
eatioed in this despatch, together with your recommendations on the quetion 
whether, in the light of your comments on the point raised in paragraph 13 above, 
A definite invitation sbould be imued to some member or members of the State 
Department by name. I would prefer to invite a member of the State Department, 
rather than soine personal representative of the President. a 

18. Finally, I enclose, but not for communication to the United States 
authorities, the first draft of a memoranduin(’) regarding British policy in. the 
Middle East, prepared here as a possible basis of discussion with any American 
official who may be designated to take part in these proposed Middle Rast conver- 
ations” T shall be glad to receive by despatch any observations which you may 
wish to offer regarding its contents. Tt doce not, as you will noties, deal wi 
Egypt or the Suez Canal, since these are questions on which the State Department 
appear sufficiently to understand our attitude. 

19. Lam acnding a copy of this despatch to the Minister of State and to 
His Majesty's Athassador in Cairo. 


Eastern questions which either Government 


1 am, &e. 
ANTHONY EDEN, 


(9) Not printed. 
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FURTHER CORRESPONDENCE RESPECTIN 
EASTERN AFFAIRS 


PART 55,—OCTOBER TO DECEMBER 1943. 


CHAPTER I.—AFGHANISTAN. 


(B 6183/6153/97) No. 1 
Sir F. Wylie to Mr, Bden—{Received 14th October.) 


Kabul, 1st July, 1948 

nce with the instructions contained in Foreijgn Office circula 
despatch No. L3603/571/405 dated the %th June, 1933, 1 have the honour to 
enclose a copy of the records of leading personalities in Afghanistan duly 
‘eorrected up to the end of June 1943. 

2 Tam sending a copy of this despatch, without enclosure, to the Secretary 
of State for India and to the Government of Indin, 
T have, & 
FV. WYLIE 


Knelosure in No. 1 
Records of Leading Personalities in Afghanistan, 


(be references in brackets are to" Who's Who in Afghanistan, 1086,” issued 
hy the General Staff in India.) 


1. Abdut Ahad (W.W. 4)—Born, about 1880. Son of Qazi Ghulam 
Brother of W.W. 63." Sardari-Ala,"* Ismail Khel Ghilzai; owing to-lon 
residence in Wardak, is known as °'Wardaki.” From 1900 to'1916 was Chie 
Unher (Arabs to te Anse. “Appointed Hakim ; 
arrestal with his brother for complicity in the murder of Ameer Habibullah 
{iso aa banded, at wa ater acquited In 1882 was appointed ADC; to 
Ring Amanullah and was a great favourite of his. Sent to Wardak valley during 

Mangal rebellion in 1924-25 to maintain loyalty amongst the Wardakis, 
Daring Amanullah’s abseace in Enrope was for four months Governor of the 
Eastern Provinco, but was relieved and sent to Moscow to meet King Amanullah, 
ie'being realised that he was incapable of administoring the province. Returned 
to Ratal July 1928. Officiating Minister of Interior November 1928. Supported 
Rmanullah ta hie efforts, from Kandahar, Fled with Amanollah to India 

Toturned to Afghanistan December 1929. 
Tn November 
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1933 visited North Afghanistan with Prime Minister and others. Re-elected 
President of National Council 1934, 19: and 1997. In 1987 visited Europe: 
for medical treatment. Is suffering from diabeles, Still President of National 
Council 1943. 

Is apparently friendly to members of the British Legation, but does not 
convey an impression of sincerity. 


Ja. Abdul Ahad (WW. 5)—Son of Abdul Abad Khan of Ghazni and 
brother of W.W. 315, Born 1902 in Kabul. Tajik. He owns property im 
Kabul and Ghazni. An infantry officer. Was sent to Turkey about 1925 for 
military training and, studied in Military Academy, Istanbul. Returned to 
Afghanistan via Herat early in 1920; reached Kandahar just after Amanulat 
fled to India. Returned to Herat.’ Later joined late King Nadir Khan im 
Southern Province and took part in fighting there. Appointed Officer Com- 
nding. Arg, after Nadir'sauowession. “Appornted Cienerdt Oliver Commanding, 
andahar, in 1990. Has more than once heen congratulated by the King on 
good work as General Oficer Commanding, Kandahar, “Attended manmuvtes 
elhi, January 1935. After his return held frequent field parades of 
Kandahar garrison and started seriously to learn English, of which he spoke 
little. Appointed General Officer Commanding, Herat, in dune 1935. Came 10 
Kabul, was recived by the King and returned io Ka and left to take up 
his new appointment. An intelligent little man, with a great sense of humout, 
he isa keen student of his profession and from ali accounts a capable commander. 
Popular and loyal, Speaks Turkish well. Was very friendly to British 
Military Attaché on his visit to India and was much itapressed by the triendli- 
ness anid hospitality of British officers he met In 1936 he visited Mumbad of 
the Persiatt frontier to select a site for a post in area given to Afghanistan by the 
Boundary, Commission, Trained men in ambulance work. Takes an interest 
in, medical work and rewards doctors who have done good work. His brother 
joined Abdul Majid (W.W. 72-A) in Herat for his tir ia Europe, Popular 
in Herat Appointed commander in Farah Province during Helmand water 
dispute, Sister married to W_W. 558 in 1036. Reyal appreciation presumably 
in connexion with services in Helmand water dispute, A very hawpltable math 
polite and enlightened, prepared to discuss any subject but not very: communica: 
tive on military matters. Appears keen on his profession and anxioun (0 
improve training and equipment of the army. Professes loyalty for Central 
Afghan Government and Government of Herat. Said ho was impressnd by his 
vinit to Indian manquvres in 1035 and with British methods. Reported: that 
he exercised more influence that the Governor of Herat. In absence of the 
Governor of Herat, he and Mohamad Ali Khan officiated as Governors jointly. 
He opened a school in Robatsi-Ghurian where officers learn English, Formed & 
Jocal intelligence corps in Ghurian, ‘Transferred from command of Herat 
forces, appointed Governor of Ghazni 1937. Tababitante of Katawaz are said 
to have confidence in him’; has some influence with the various tribal leaders, 
Accused Indian Government of intrigue with the Ghilzais. Detailed men 18 
Katawaz for pro-Government propaganda, Bribed Suleiman Khel visitors t0 
keep aveay from rebels. | Warned Suleiman Khel against Fakie of Tpi, whom he 
called a © British agent “ working against Afghan ji ted Turkey 
in 1942 for medical treatment and returned in 1943. His visit to Turkey 1 
thought to have lind some political miotive. Commandant of an. infaitry 
division in the Kabul army corps (1943). 


% Abdul Asis (WW. 10)—'' Sardari-Als," Barakzai. Son of 
Mavallah Khan and nephew of the Via Hazrat, Bors 1876° Appointed Yawar 
ry) to the Ameer in 1019. Armin-ul-Wajubat (octroi superintendent) 1920. 

‘ent to Kandahar in November 1920 to raiso new battalions for the Ameer. His 
Feorniting caused: much discontent. Returned to Kabul January 192i and 
appointed Minister for Home Affairs. Also appointed Ishaq Aghasi Muli (Civil 
wamberlain) ‘to. the King. Appointed Naib-ul-Hukumah (Governor) of 
Kandahar in December 1921, relieved early in 1928, but did not return to Kabal 
until the middle of 1924. Appointed to officiate as Minister of War 1924-25. 
Appointed Minister of Interior, June 1925. Accompanied Amanullah to 
Kandahar in/1020, where he acted as Governor, March and April, Fled with 
Amanullah to India 1920. Was one of the fow men really trusted by Amanullah 
and was’ a great favoarite of his. Went to M Returned to Kabal 
November 1929. As-a friend of Muhammad Wali was suspected by Nadir and 
was deported to Jalalabad the 4th August, 1990; brought back the 20th August 
and confined in the Arq. Was released in January 191, Was placed under 


surveillance in connexion with Ghulam Nabi's plot in November 1932, Still (1943) 
in Kabul, unemployed. A good Persian scholar and very conceited; suspected 
to be pro-Amanulla, 

3. Abdul Aziz Khan (W.W. 13)—Son of the late Ghulam Haidar 
Charkhi. Born 1501. Brother of Ghulam Siddiq (W.W. 308), Was a lieutenant- 
colonel (Kandak Mishar) of artillery. Was on the Asmar front in 1919, Com- 
manding Arandu October 1919. Promoted Ghand Mishar (brigadier) and 
oceeded to Mazar-i-Sharif June 1920. General Officer Commanding, Kunar 

alley, 1922. Hakim (Governor) of Laghman 1923-24. Under-Seoretary to the 
Minister of the Interior 1926. Officiated as Home Minister 1927. Governor of 
Mazar November 1025, Wounded and imprisoned in Mazar-iSharif by Sagavia 
Febroary 1929. Sent to Kabul March 1929 but escaped. Arrived Quetta and left 
for Meshed July 1929, Returned to Kabul, via India, April 1990. Left Kabul 
by air on the 20th July, 1930, to visit his brother Ghulam Nabi (dleceasod) in 

tigora. Accompanied ex-King Amannllah to Mecca in 1931. One of the 
Amanallah party. in Europe Lived some time in Constantinople at No. 110, 
Grande Roe de Sisti, but left for Betlin when Amanullah was in Mecea in 1985. 
Deprived of Afghan nationality in November 1933, In September 1936 was at 
Constantinople, but was expelled from Turkey that month and left for Germany. 

4 Abdul Hadi Khan (WW. 38)—Dawi Kakar of Kandahar, Son of 
Abdul Ahad, a Hakim (Governor) of Kandahar. Member of the Afghan Peace 
Delegation June 1919, Formerly editor of the Aman-i-d fghan, Assistant to 
tho Foreign Minister as Mustashar (counsellor) in charge of Indian Afairs 
Member of tho Afghan delegation, Mustoorie Conference 1920, Arrived Kush 
November 1920 with mission to enquire into the position of the Afghan consul. 
Appointed Afghan representative at Bokhara, Returned to Kabul July 1021 
aud restined bis duties in the Foreign Office Appointed Minister in London 
January 1922. Relieved August 1924 On return was’ appointed Minister of 
Counmnerce. Was suspected of Republican intrigues during Amanullak's 
ahsence in Europe 1923. Went to Russia for three months in 1938 in connexion 
with Kuwo-Afghan trade Retired from Ministry of Commerce in Ootober 1928 
to become a candidate for the National Assembly. Joined Amanullah in 
Kandahar and fled with him to India May 1029," Resided in Karachi and 
Feturned to Kabul in November 1929, Appointed Afghan Minister in Berlin 
December 1920, Resigned in March 1981, as he considered the attitude of the 
Afghan Government was too friendly to His Majesty's Government. Went to 
Mecca in 1931. Reported to have met ex-King Amanullah in Venice March 1992. 
In May 1932 returned to Kabul after performing pilgrimage to Mecca, Was 
closely’ watched by Afghan Government, who doubted his loyalty. In 1993 
(December) was arrested and imprisoned on suspicion of pro-Amanullah 
Activities. Still (1943) in jail in Kabul, Has the reputation of being an ardent 
Nationaliot and particularly anti-British, but financially honest. Has also been 
reported to be pro-Rossian, 58 

Tn June 1035 reported to be sending letters from jail to the Republican 
party in Kabal, advising them to look to Britain rather than Rassia for help. 

‘king Zahir Shai is said to have announced grant of money to his relatives 
who interviewed him in August 1935, 

5. Abdul Hakim Khan (W_W. 48)—Was a junior under-secretary at the 
Afghan Foreign Office; transferred as a junior under-secretary’ to the 
Ministry of Education in 1923. Appointed secretary to Afghan Legation in 
Rome, February 1027. Appointed second seretary, Afghan Legation, Berlin, 
May 1931. Assistant secretary in western branch’of Afghan Foreign Office 
in 1934 and 1035. Was Rais of the Afghan representatives at Joint Commission 
at Chaman in April/July 1936, Governor of Eastern Province in September 
1939, 

6, Abdul Husain Khan (W.W.47)—Mirza, Son of Iate Abdul Aziz. Born 
and educated in Persia. Accompanied his father to Tehran in 1920. Was Under- 
Secretary in Charge of Reception and Visa Branch of Afghan Foreign Office 
‘anuary’ 1024. Diamissad in August 1925, party for taking heavy commission 
fon goods purchased in India for Afghan Government, Director of Afghan 
‘Transport Company, Kabul, 1926, Appointed consal-general, Delhi, In business 
in Karachi 1929, Returned to Kabul November 1929. ‘Appointed Afghan 
Minister in Rome and presented credentials the 17th May, 1990. Afghan delegate 
to the Disarmament Conference at Geneva 1931-82, ‘Attended. Disarmament 


Conference, Geneva, during 1933, and seemed very friendly with Litvinov. 
[27587] a2 
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Transferred as Ambassador to Moscow during 1993, Brought the body of 
the late Sardar Muhammad Aziz Khan to Kabul in Jane 1993 and returned to 
Moscow in December, 

‘Speaks quite good English and bas many friends in India, where he spent 
some time during the Great War. 

Visited Kabul September 1985, then returned to Moscow. 

Reported to have pro-Amanullab leanings 

Returned to Kabul July 1938. Appointed Minister of Publie Works, 
October 1988. Appointed Minister of Posts and Telegraphs 1940. Suspected 
of intrigues with enemy 1942-43. Left for Washington in April 1943 to take 
up newly created post of Afghan Minister 


7 Abdul Jamit Khan (WW. 49)—Firqa Mishar (major-general), Khwaja 
of Kulangar, Logar. Cousin of Haji Nawab Khan (WW. 473). 

Held the post of Hakim (Governor) nt Asmar for a abort time daring the 
reign of Amanullah, Joined Shah Malmud (W.W. 414) during the revolution 
1929, Appointed Commandant of Police, Kabul, November 1929. Appointed 
olficinting Governor of Kabul, April 1981. In July 1991 was sent. to the 
Hazarajat on temporary duty in connexion with the Ghilzai-Hazara dispute, In 
November 1931 went to Mult in connexion with the effort to effect the surrender 
of Abdur Rahman (W.W. 99), which was successful, Appointed  officiat 
Governor of Mazar, December 1981. Recalled to Kabul in November 1934 0 
to complaints of kis corruption, 1036 anemployed in Kabal.. "Said. to Tack 
character and ability. “His loyalty to the Yahya Khel régime is questionable. 
Still (1048) unemployed in Kabul 


B. Abdal Karin, Khon (W.W. $2) arckaai. Son of Qazi Saad-uddin 

Khan. A grandson of the Inte Khab-i-Molah Khan, chief Quel of Afghaniatan 

Naibvol-Hokumab (Goveriot) of Jalalabad frora February 1009 tll eetty ia 

1905, whien he wax summoned to. Kabul and imprisooed. “Wan, sutacucatly 

speointed " Tn 1014 was Governor of 

Hararajat 

‘Azim sfan was reported 

dior and appointed Hakim 

jovernorship of the Eastern 

Purkeatan, November. 1008 

1020 went to Hazarajat and raised 

force of Hazneax. Was inKabul when Nadir Shah entered the city, bot 

absconded to Thdia, In tho spring of 1032 returned to Kabul and was arxestal 

{90 account of pro-Amanullah activities in November and his property. nltached 
Released in March 1033 nd property restored 

Was snid to bo extromoly corrupt and pro Rassian, 

Did not come to notice again until 1835, when be was reported to have 
recently founded a geveral trading ‘company called the Shitkect-Rariat te 
Kabul, and to be negotiating for trade facilities with Japancse sompagicn 
Trying to live down his reputation of being pro-Amanullah, but is Dot traced by 
the Afghan Government. " Unemployed, except as a trader (1949), 

9. Abdul Majid, ning Abdul Mojidoff ot Hakimoff (W.W. 78)-—Tarak of 
Horat. Born about 1902. Son of Abdul Hakim. A man of no iapotiant family 
Was at one timo an olfcial in the customs office in Herat, from wher ig a 
bho went to Moscow ani was at one time attached to the Afghan Embecsn there 
Started business in Moscow, and mado a coosiderahle Amount of money by 
exporting and importing contraband goods with the connivance of the mekots 

als. In about 1980 ho settled in Borin.” Was recalled to Kabul in 1089 by 
the Afghan Government to organise and manage the Ashami Company. Price 
to proceeding to Barlin he is helieved to have had n considerable meeeet aioe 
prggery contested by the Soviet Goverament. “eived by same to hare Soc 

cies, but this has been officially denied by the Afghan Gertoor ng 
tact and is a capable business man. Tt BERS Gehan 
In spring 1935 carried out an oxtensive business tour in Northern 
2. 


Ma nd four children i Beri, 

in January 1996 managing director of the Afzhan Ni 

Ashami Company. In 1986 went to Enrope to arrange for trode ceing 
gontacts. Is sn atdent Nationalist in hie trade negotiations and te jet 
important business man in Afghanistan. Largely reeponsible for the arene 
Hion of the monopoly system and formation of various trading campeon ce 


also responsible for the anda part of thé issue of the new currency notes 
{1035°36). "Sull in Europe (Liecember 1837) negotiating loane and trade credits 
and purchasing machinery and armaments, Attended Nazi Congress meeting in 
Nuremberg in 1997. 

Returned to Kabul, March 1933. Appointed Minister of Trado, September 
1938. Proceeded to Delhi December 1988 for trade discussions with the Govern- 
ment of India. Appointment changed to Minister for National Economy, April 
1999. Left Kabul Jannary 1941 for United States but changed plans at 
Karachi and went to Germany for medical treatment. Ill and in Switzerland 
193. Shows reluctance to return to Afghanistan but still advises Afghan 
Government on economic matters, In 1943 sent 210,000 Afghanis for distrib. 
tion as charity amongst bank employees. His financial affairs in Afghanistan 
are believed to be controlled by Government. 


10, Abdul Tawab Khan (W.W. 124)—Mubammadzai, Son of late 
Mahmud Tarai. Born 1902, Went. to Europe for education October 1921. 
Admitted Saint-Cyr early in 1924 and completed a. course of nearly. three years’ 
duration there. Spent one year with a French cavalry regiment. Head of 
Cavalry School, Kabul, 1928. Accompanied King Amanullak to. Europe 1028 
Escaped from Kabal io Peshawar with Inayatillah (W.W. 900) by British 
aeroplane January 1920 and went to Europe. Married (1091) in Istanbal Zakiri 
Khanum, daughter of a retired Turkish naval captain. Still (1943) in Europe 
and a member of Amanullab’s party. Speaks French fluently and is a smart- 
mannered man, of whom more may be heard in the future. Deprived of Afghan 
hationality in November 1923, 


LL. Abdul Wahab (WW. 126)—Mubammadzai. Son of the late Mahmud 
Tarzi. Born about 1900. Accompanied his father to Ue Afghan Mussoorie Cou- 
ference 1920, Left Kabul for Loudon with despatches August 1021. Educated 
at Exeter Collego, Oxford. On return to Kabul was appointed to a branch of the 
Foreign Office.” Went to Kandabar at the time of Amanullah’s abdication and 
acted as Foreign Minister there. Accompanied Amanullah on his flight to India 
and loft India with him, Has since lived in Europe. In Rome September 1934 
and in close attendance on the ex-King. Deprived of Afghan nationality in 
November 1933, In October 1935 was living in Istanbul. In Rome December 
1936. 


12, [Nil] 


13. Abdur Rahim Khan (W.W. $9)—Naib Salar (general). Safi of Reza, 
Kohistan, Son of Abdul Qadir Khan, Born about 1886 1n Kohistan, Brother 
in-law of Mubammad Husain, accountant under Anieer Habibullah Khan, who 
was executed by King Amanuilah Khan 

Appointed to Sar-i-Os (commander of the Royal bodyguard) by Ameor Habi- 
ballah at age of 18. Served for five years in Kabul, Afterwards was for ten years 
‘supervisor of bridge construction in the Eastern Province. Promoted Ghund 
Mishar (brigadier) (1021) and posted to the Cavalry Kandak of the Herat arty. 
Recalled to Kabul about 1927. Later transferred to Mazar-i-Sharif as Ghund 
Mishar of the Cavalry Ghund, On outbreak of the 1928 revolution returned to 
Kabul and joined Bacha-i-Saqao in Charikar during the latter's second attempt to 
capture Kabul January 1920, Sent by Bacha-i-Sagao to Mazar-i-Sharif to organise 
4 revolution. “He deposed the Governor and left for Maimana, and thence for 
Herat, which he reached on the 4th May, 1929, after defeating some Herati forces 
under’ Muhammad Ghaus (W.W. 262). In May appointed Givil and Military 
Governor by Bacha-i-Saqao and reappointed later by Nudix Shab October 1020. 
Said to be very popular with the Heratis and to be governing his province well. 
His loyalty to the Central Government was at one time uncertain, while the form 
of administration he set up in Herat was reported (1930) to show signs of Soviet 
influence, After the success of Shah Mahmud (W.\W. 414) in the spring of 1931 
in Kataghan and Badakhshan, he seems to have decided to submit to Nadir Shab, 
fand sent his son, Abdul Halim Khan (W.W. 434), to Kabul in August. He 
returned in September, accompanied by Firqa Misbar (Major-General) Muhammad 
Shaaib Khan (W.W. G11), who had been appointed General Oficer Commanding, 
Herat, and a Mustaufi (revenue official). In August 1992 visited Kabul, and in 
‘September was confirmed in appointment of Naib-ul-Hukumah (Governor), Herat, 

Dealt firmly with an attempt to incite the Herat garrison to mutiny in 1933. 
Mot the Prime Minister at Maimana at time of Nadir Shah's assassination and 

we his allegiance to King Zahir Shah. Appointed head of Perso-Afghan 

indary Commission September 1934 
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In 1935 reported to be anti-Russian. Owns a large estate in Kushk. 

Arrived in Kabul in June 1935 and appointed Minister of Public Works 
‘A man of great personality who governed his province well. While he was it 
fcrat ramour was always rife about him: that he was proTussian; that be 
intended to set up an independent kingdom; that he was pro Republican; that 
the Afghan Government intended to remove him, &c. His loyalty is doabtful, 
and he is a man who may play an important rile should the present régime 
collapse. In July 1939 awarded 190 acres of land near Kabul. Was being chisel 

watched by the Government (19396), as he was suspected of pro-Amauull 
tendencies or disloyalty 10 the AiguahGonemnmt.. beers eee ae 
Reported as being connected with the Republican party inte 
easy te Prime nr With status of a Cabinet Minister (1039) whieh 
¢ still holds Suspected of intrigues with enemy legations 1043 and 
ill boing carefully watched by Afghan Government.” “@unons 1048 am 


14. Abdur Rahman Khan (W.W. 99)—Tarak, Ghilzai. S$ 3 
who pd refuy iat re Amir Abia Rahman. Sas Ot 
,, Was a resident of lai, Baluchistan, for about forty years, and is known 
as‘ Abdur Rahman of Loralai.”” Received the title of '' Khan Sahib "and an 
allowance of 75 rupees per mensem from the Government of India. Applied for 
permission to proceed to Afghanistan in 1929. This was granted on condition 
that he obtained the sanction of the Afghan Government of the time. Was given 
‘ix months’ advance of his allowance as final acquittance and left for Afghanistan 
in the early part of May 1030. Was met by a large body of Ghilzais of all 
pos and gave out that he had come to Afghanistan “in order to seo that 
his tribe got their rights.” A saties of minor hostile acts on th part of the 
ilzais under Abdur Rahman culminated in an attack on Kalat-i-Ghilzai at the 
Leginning of October 1990. This was, unsuccessful. After: several, abortive 
Pays to persunde Abdur Rahman to come in, it was decided in December 1930 
to ie force, An attempt was made to capture him at Aoband, but. he escaped 
He then went into hiding to avo eaptare By Nadir Shai's troope:, Remained ot 
larye until November fost, leo the Afghan Goreroment’ made determioed 
ato elfect hiss ‘succeeded in getting him to come tafe 
foadct without baving to resort to the emplayment af force Was tought te 
abul by Pir Ali Haldar (W.W. 1714), where be was pardonad by the Ri 
fre 600 rapes and hose in Kaba where he now tives 
Of considerable influence’ amongst Ghilzais. Reported to be 
0% 
pro-Amanullah, and is ail under surveillance on this account He periodically 


Tajik 
nj returned to Kab 
Under-Seo 


November 1928; transferred to the Protocol 
February 1981. Appointed ‘Minister at Tome, 
Sullin Rene, 104g, "Pues SI0K Zahir St 


An intelligent man possessing good manners. Speaks 
16, Ahmad Ali Jan (or Khan) (W.W. 140).—Sardar, Muh und 
an and cousia of the late King Nadie Shah Breer 
lah 1923, but incurred 
Imprisoned. bj 
Appointed Minister 
resented 


1036 A 


Te. pleasant man, a keen sportsman, but not very capable. Appeats 10 be 


Is said to be pro-British and is always very friendly 
British Legation, Kabul. His wife was Cdacelad in Rogited vat ene 


Writes English perfectly. He himself speaks English, French and Urdu. Has.a 
on born about 1926. Appointed Minister in London (1930). Still (1943) 
Minister in London. 

17. Admad Ali Kian (W.W. 141)—Firga Mishar (major-general), ‘Tajik. 
Son of Abdul Wahid Khan, Born 1886. Known as Alimad Ali Khan “ Lodin.”* 

‘Appointed Afghan agent at Bombay Jannary 1917. Was in Kabul March 
119. “Appointed Afghan consul in Peshawar November 1919, but_was not 
permitted to enter British territory, Wrote to Amecr saying this was due to his 
having been Mehmandar (entertainment officer) to the Russians in. Kabul, 
Appointed Sarhaddar (frontier officer) at Dakka September 1920, Relieved in 

farch 1921, but remained as a political officer. Was said to be much trusted by 

the Armeor, who refused to listen to complaints against him. Relieved and returned 
to Kabul ‘November 1921, Appointed Hakim-i-Kalan (Governor), Kohistan, 
December 1921. Was Governor of the Eastern Province during the crisis over 
the Landi Kotal murders, and organised pursuit of Ardali and Daud Shah 
{W.W. 237). Governed his province harshly and disgraced Mir Zaman of 
Kunar. Appointed Minister, Berlin, September 1925. Returned to Kabul 1997. 
Chicf ‘of Kabul Municipality, November 1928. Sent to Charikar to raise 
recruits, December 199%, but failed. Fled with Amanullah to India, May 1920, 
And with Inayatallah to Persia, “Returned to Kabnl, December 1920,” Officiating 
Minister of Court, January 1930. Depaty War Minister, April 1930. Appoint 
Rais-i-Tanzimich (Supreme Civil and Military Administrator), Kataghan and 
Badakhshan, July 1930. Relieved by Naib Salar (Geoeral) Mubammad Ghaus 
Khan (W.W.. 262) and went to Mazar-iSharit as Deputy Governor. On 
departure of Muhammad Yakub Khan (W.W, 675) in May 1981 to Russia for 
medical treatment, was appointed to officiate as Rajs-i-Tanzimieh, Northern 
Provinces, Returned to Kabul, January 1992, and appointed First Muin 
(ecretay equivalent to adjutant-geneal), War Cie Granted (1985) some of 
the Charki family land 

‘A clever, capable man, with considerable force of character, Whilst, in 
India proved courteous, able and seusible. Always smartly turned out, and is 
‘aid to be one of tho most capable of the Afghan army officers. Speaks German 
‘and is popular with the German instructors, whore methods he is said to profer 
to those of the Turkish instractors, His attitude to the British is difficult to 

uge, but be is invariably courteous, Has been reported to be pro-Amanullah. 

Bite be corrupt and a flattorer. Still Raisi-Ueda (adjutant-general) 1943, 


18 Ahmad Shod Khan (W.W. 149).—Sardar, Muhammadzai. Son of 
Sardar Mohammad Asaf Khan. Born at Dehra Dun 1850. Returned to 
Afghanistan 1001. Accompanied Ameer Habibullah Khan to India in 1907. 
On the night of the murder of Amcor Habibullah Khan (1919) was in. command 
of the guard, Tho sepoys of the Ghund-Ardalian (an infantry unit), whose 
colonel, Ali Shah Reza, was executed as the actual murderer, believed that 
‘Ahmad Shah Khan was the real murdorer and that their colonel had been 
made a scapegoat, Tt is stated, however, on excellent authority that the 
factual tmarderer was not Ahmad Shah Khan, Married a sister of the tate 
Shaghassi Ali Ahmad Khan, one time Wali of Kabul. Was an A.D. of 
ex-King Amanullah, Went to Europe via India in 1920 with a message 
from Bachai-Saqao to Nadir Khan. Returned to Kabul early | 1080. 
‘Appointed Wariri-Darbar (QMfinister of Court) April 1990. In March 
1932 went on pilgrimage to Mecca as representative of the King and 
negotiated a" Treaty of Friendship " with Saudi Arabia, Visited India in the 

ring of 1933 for medical treatment, where he married « second wife. His eldest 
Ganghier was married to King Zahir Shah in Noversber 1931. Speake English 
‘and Urdu and isa pleasant, well-mannered and casy:going man, In 1034 was 
reported to be on bad terms with the Premier, Visited India in November 1936. 
‘His four sisters were married to— 

(a) Late King Nadir Shab, 

f} Tate Muhammad Aziz Khan, brother of (@). 

{c) N.S. Abdul Ghani Khan (W.W. 34). 

(@ Muhammad Akbar Khan (WW. 161). 


Went to Tehran for the wedding celebrations of the Crown Prince of Iran 
(1939). Still Wazir-i-Darbar (1943). 
19, Ali Muhommad Khan Mirza (WW. 179)—A brother-in-law of the 
‘Ameer Habibullah. ‘Travelled in Enrope, and on return (1923) was appointed as 
(27557) a4 
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assistant in the Ministry of Education. In 1925 promoted Under-Secretary, 
Ministry of Education. Appointed Minister at Rome, February 1927. Was wil 
Amanuilah in London March 1923. Minister of Commerce November 192 A 
member of Bacha-i-Saqao's ‘* Council fur the Maintenance of Order" February 
1020. Appointed Minister of Education November 1929.” In June 1033 was 
appointed Afghan representative at the nce, London, and in 
July was appointed Afghan Minister, Lo ‘Appointed Minister. in 
Switzerland and representative of Afghanistan to the League of Natioue 
February 1935, but was still in London in June 1935, Selected to. represent 
Afghanistan at the Fourth International Hospital Conference in Rome in MM 
1935, Summoned to Kabul July 1999, and arrived there the same moath via 
Moscow and Termez, Returned to London via India in October. Speaks English 
and is intelligent and capable 

Represented King Zahir Shah at funeral of King George V in London 
January 1936, 

Returned to Kabul (1938) and appointed Mi 
Visited Tehran (1989) for the wedding cele 
fand to attend the meeting of the Council of 
Minister for Foreign Affairs. Not a strong character and 
influential to be able as Foreign Minister to make important dew 
to bo pro-British in his sympathies, 

194. Ali Shak Khan (W.W. 180)—Mohammadzai, Naib Salar and 
Sardar-i-Ali, son of Mohammad Sulaiman Khan, first cousin of late King Nadir 
Shah Son-in-law of 8. Musa Khan (W.W. 4614) and brother of Ahmad Ali 
Khan (W.W. Was commandant of ‘military schools and the milita 
college from 1032 to 1989, Appointed Governor and General Officer Command: 
ing, Kandahar, in 1930. In August 1941 he was transferred to the Southern 
Province as Governor (Rais-iTenzimia) and. General. Oficer Commanding 
Southern Province artay corps and promoted to the rank of Naib Salar (seneral). 
He is a pleasant, rather easy-going individual, but has not been very successful 
‘4s an administrator in the Southern Province. 


20. Allah Nawaz (W.W. 182).—Indian of Multan, Son of Khan Bahadar 
Rab Nawaz Khan, honorary magistrate, Multan. As a student in Lahore ra 
away lo Afghanistan, In Jalalabad (1020) was an assistant editor of the 

‘Mashrigi. A superintendent of schools, Jalalabad Circle. Was agent 
of the Indian Revolutionary party in Afghanistan and Tashkent and channel of 
communication. between ‘tom a the Hindustani Fanatics. “In 1027 was 
employed by the Deatsch-Afghanische Company as an interpreter. Helped Nadie 
Shah fais advance on Kabul 1029," Appointed Minister of Court Oetalec 1029, 
and equerry November 1920. Was nppointed to supervise the work of 
Dar-ul-Aman May 1990. In July 1030 accompanied the Minister of Justice 
(W.W. 258) to Ghazni for negotiations with the Suleiman Khel, in which he is 
Feputed to have done well. Left Kabul for Europe via India’ in April 1931, 
ostensibly for medical treatment, returning to Kabul in November 1931. Tn March 
1932 again went to Europe for'the same reason, and returned in January 1933. 
{In June 1038 was appointed Minister of Public Works, but apent most of the 
#E3 im the Southern Province in connexion with the disturbances there. Left 
Kabul on visit to Europo, ostensibly for medical treatment December 1933, but 
in reality, it is believed, to enquire about the trial of Said Kemal, the murderer 
of Sardar Muhammad Aziz, and to discuss affairs of Stale with Sardar Shab 
Wali Khan (W-W. $85). Popular ramour in Kabul said he had teen seat to 
assassinate ex-King Amanullah. In spite of rumours that he was returning to 
Kabul, was still (1985) in Europe. Appointed Minister, 1935, but was 
Not at first accepted by the German Government owing to his being the repre- 
sentative at the trial of Said Kemal. Was devotedly attached to the late King 
Nadir Shah. His life has teen threatened by the Amapullah party, ‘Trusted 
by the Prime Minister (W.W. 397), who considers him very capable” Travelled 
to Kabul by German monoplane (August 1937). Returned to Germany with his 
family (October 1037), 

vain visited Kabul (1938) and returned to Germany. Played on 
important part in the Government's efforts to quell the Suleiman Khel rising af 
1988 Visited Kabul in 1940 vin Russia. Said to be anti-British. Is still 
(1943) Minister in Berlin, 


21. Amanullah Khan (W.W. 183)—Ex-King of Afghanistan, third son of 
the Ameer Habiballah Khan by the Ulya Hazrat (W.-W. 340). Born the lat Jane, 
1802. In 1914 married Souriya, daughter of the late Sardar Mahmud Tarzi. 


‘Th 1916 was reported to be friendly with the German mission in Kabul and in 

favoat of intervention in the war against Britain. When the Court moved to 
Jalalabad in the winter of 1913-19 he remained behind as Governor of Kabul, 

and was in a very strong position, with control of the arsenal, treasury and stores, 
when the Ameer was murdered in February 1919, He proclaimed himself Ameer, 
declared his uncle Nasrullah a usurper, and accused him of complicity in the 
murder. ‘The troops in Jalalabad and Kabul sided with him and Nasrallah was 
foempeled to submit. On the 27th February was formally crowned ty the Tagao 
Mullab, and in a speech stated that Inayatullah (W.W. 306) had by his 
fecognition of Nasrullah’s usurpation forfeited his claim to the throne. On the 
13th April held a special durbar in Kabul for the trial of those accused of the 
Atncer's murder, and at its conclusion a colonel, named Ali Shah Reaa, generally 
regarded as a mere scapegoat, was sentenced to death and was executed. Sardar 
Nasrallah and others were sentenced to imprisonment for life. Amanullah soon 
found his position threatened by intrigue on behalf of Inayatullah and the 
Testiveness of the army who were not sutisfied with the Soquity made into the 
wurder of Habibullah, ‘The army was therefore despatched to the Indian 


frontier, in order to divert its attention and to take advantage of the disturbances 
in India should these develop into open rebellion. ‘The Commander-in-chief 
apparently exceeded his instructions and precipitated hostilities, which resulted 
in 


tour of 1081-28, and 
ticularly, it is believed, asa result of his visit to Mustafn Kemal at Angora. 
He the eutsian of 1098 tho Shinwaris rose in revolt and wore soon followed Uy 
other tribes. Bacha-i-Saqao, a brigand of low birth, attacked Kabul in December 
1923 and again in January 1990. Amanullah announced his abdication in 
fayour of Thayatullah on the 14th January and fed to Kandahar a day or two 
later. At Kandahar attempted to rally support for Durrani dynasty and 
formally rescinded his abdication, In April he advanced on Kabul, bat owing 
to the hostility of the Ghilzais was repulsed near Ghazni and defeated at Mukur. 
‘Arrived at Chanian with his family on the 23rd May, and sailed from Bombay 
for Italy on the 22nd June, 1929. Visited Mustafa Kemal in Angora in February 
1930, returning to Ttaly. Revisited Turkey again for three months in June. 
Left Constantinople bursiedly for Tay. Returaed to Turkey in Sepuamber, 
bat went back and spent the winter in Italy. Left Naples for Jedda to perform 

iigrimage ou the bth April, 1081, with the object of either. rebabhitating 
Eiscatt fo) Mowecs eyes, of concertina tooncures toe the rwcnury af hia Soins 
Poblished a letter decrying King Nadir and his régime. Left Jedda for Suz, the 
9th May, 1931. His Mecea party included Muhammad Adib (W.W. 137), brother 
of Souriya, Abdul Fateh Tarei (W.W. 20), the late Ghulam Nabi, Shuja-ud- 
Daulah (W.-W, 613), and two ofiials ofthe Angora Fmabassy, Fazal Abmad and 
Abdul Aziz. Returned to Italy, via Alexandria, the 21st May. Left Rome for 
Switzerland, the 20th June, 1981, stayed at Montreux. Visited Rome in July and 
returned to Switzerland. ' Visited Montecatini in September, and. was back in 
Rome by the beginning of November. Left Romo on short visits to Naples in 
December 1@31 and Venice in March 1952. At Venioa reported to have met 
Afghan Minister from Berlin; more likely it was Abdul Hadi Khan (W.W. 38). 
Said to have definite understandings with Soviet and Persia and to have many 
friends in Germany. Constant rumours of his whereabouts and intentions were 
‘irealated among the tribes on both sides of the border during 1983, culminating 
in one, which was pat about during the Dare Khel revolt in November, to the 
effect that he was in Gardex. The ex-King was, however, in Italy or Switzerland 
throughout the year. He was reported to he writing his autobiography, and to 
be going to Russia when be had finished it to have it published by the Soviet. 
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‘This has never materialised. In Europe he has constantly intrigued sinst the 
present Afghan Ngime with a view to regaining his throne. In “July 1983 be 
visited Constantinople and held a mecting of his principal supporters there 
Reported to have tried, unsuccessfully, to obtain Soviet support to his efforts 
‘The execution of the late Ghulam Nati, one of his chief adberents, inten 
his hostility against the Yahya Khel. . Members of his party were ‘ible for 
the assassinations of King Nadir Shab (Kabul 1933) and his brother Mul 
‘Aziz (Berlin 1039) and are active in tnteiguing on Amanuliah's behalf. Hie 
chiet supporter in Europe is Ghulam Siddiq (W.W. 309), a brother of the late 
Ghulam Nabi. Deprived of Afghan nationality November 1933. Receives: 
an annual allowance of about £150 a month from the Italian Government. I 
March 1995 again performed the pilgrimage to Mecca, where he met a number 
of aympathisescapesaly Indias, but appears fo have ceed Ile Retard 
to tows, whore tarmaly lives,” Since then 
ave been active in spreading propaganda 

et. Frontier tribes. 


After staying at G 
by an Italian mistress 


(22. Asadullah Khan (W.W. 199).—Sardar, Mubammadzai, Firqa Mishar 
gers general). Born 1911. Is a son of the late Amecr Habibullah My the ed 
Janab, sister of the late Ki Nadir Shab. Is thus a half-brother of ex-Ki 
Amanullah and a cousin of King Zahir Shah. Educated at the French school, 
Kabul, and speaks French fluently. Imprisoned in Kabul by Bacha-i-Saqao in 
1929 and grossly ill-treated. In November 1929 visited Lahore for medical treat- 
‘ment. On retarn was appointed Sar-i-Os (Commander of the Royal Bodyguard) 
and A.D.C. to the Minister of War. Appointed to officiate as second secretary 
(equi ent to Gunrtermasier general) ‘War Office, in addition to his other duties, 
in December 1930. In 1931 qualified at the Infantry Officers’ School, Kabal. 
Promoted Firqa Mishar and appointed Genoral Officer Commanding, 
Division, 1989. In 1934 acted as Officer Commanding Infantry Officers’ 
in the absence of the German instructor, Major Christen. Is still (1937) General. 
Officer Commandit Guards Division, and, as such, in command of the Arg and 
hhouschold troops, including the Hazirbashes (persoial bedyguards of the Royal 
family). He is also in charge of the advanced course for officers. Nervous in 
manner; appears to be intelligent and to take a keen interest in his command. 
oly an the eet per ‘of both the “ Kabul id ** Peshawar 

‘. ‘a son born in 11 Inconfirmed reports the is i 
bet Fotki oprah ahead from ‘time to time. Jo re 
rein to atten millenary celebrations of the irdausi, 
October 1994, and returned to Kabul in the same month, having met Rees ake” 
me Tete ere eres Ween represented King Zahir Shah at 
of Ki ittended Turkis 
and retro to Kab (S enter 1937). petite sens Ae) 
ra to take his profession seriously and ix popular. Has acquit 

paar akg i ri rim and ic opal Has aura mor 
learning English (1943). He is not a stroug character ot likely to be 
danger to the Yahya Khel régime. He belongs to the faction of W.W. 414 and ie 
on good terms with most of the members of the Royal Family. On the reorganisa- 
tion of the Kabul Army Corps in 1930 he was relieved of his appointment as 
General Officer Commanding Guards Division and became Inspector.General of 


sf i still holds i i 
‘the Afghan Army, an appointinent he sil holds (1943). He occasionally offiates 


23. Ata Muhammad Khan (W.W. 207)—Haji, Tokhi. 
Sardar Alvaliah Khan, who was Governor of Mazar te ihe the of amet 


u 


Habibullah. Order of Astor. Quarrelled with Hashim Khan in the time of 
Ameer Habibullah. Was in Jalalabad when Ameer Habibullah was murdered; 
imas arrested and condemned to death, but was reprieved at Inst moment, Again 
arrested on suspicion of complicity in unsuccessful attempt on Amanullah's life 
t Paghman in 1920, but released at Mahmud Turzi’s request. Appointed 
Miplomatic representative, Bokbara, but his arrival coincided with the Bolshevik 
revolt (1920) and be returned to Mazar. Was one of Afghan officials ordered to 
tender secret assistance to Enver Pasha in Central Asia (1922), Unemployed 
for four years. Appointed Governor of Balkh at time of Amanullah's visit to 
(1923) just prior to latter's visit to Europe, and awarded the Order of 
F. During the revolution fought against the Saqavi forces of Abdur Rakion 
(WW. #0), was defeated and fod to Tashkent. Accompanied the late Ghia 
‘abi in his unsuccessful effort to recapture Northern Afghanistan in April 1929, 
And again retired to Russian territory. Appears to have returned to Mghanistan 
oon after Nadir Shah's accession. Was a member of the Commission of Reaon- 
struction sent under Yakub Khan (W.W. 675) to Mazar-i-Sharif in March 1980. 
Gommanded,@ flying column during operations against thrabitm Tog. 1031 
Promoted Firqa Mishar (major-general) and awarded the Order of Astor 
2nd class, 1931. Appointed a member of the Council of Nobles December 1031 
Visited Mec in 182." Has a repatation for courage, 1s reported to be pro 
Russian. Is now (1943) President of the Council of Nobles. Is reported (1043) 
Yo have pro-German sympathies. 


24. Ata-ul-Hag (W.W. 200)—Born about 1885. Eldest son of the late 
Khwaja Jan of Serai Khwaja, Kob-i-Daman. Brother of the late Sher Jan and 
the late Muhammad Sadiq Rhan, two of the Bacha-i-Saqao's officials. Lived in 
India until he was 16. panied Ameer Habibullah on his tour in India 
1007. In July 1920 appointed to command at Kalat-i-Ghilzai, and was suspended 
in March 1033 for inefficient handling of the Wazirs. Took aver command of 
Kandahar Infantry Brigade April 1923, Spent two years in Moscow in charge 
of Afghan students. Appointed Foreign Minister by Bacha-i-Saqao June 1920 
Arrested with Bacha-i-Saqao November 1929 on capture of Kabul by Nadir Shah. 
Ts well educated and possesses pleasant manners. 

Was released from jail in 1938, 


say and the Ghadr party there 
turbances of 1933, and acted as 

« Supporiad the 
fs apparently pro-Yahya 
1930 


Took # prominent part in the Mohmand dis 
intermediary between the Mohmands and Afghan Government 
Fagir of Alingar in his attacks on Loe-Agra in 1036 
Kol. “Leader of the Mohmands against us in, August Brought to Kabul 
the Afghan Foreiga Minister September 1939.” Is a personal friend of the 
ime Minister (WM. 837), Has two sone at achool in'Kabal being’ educated 
at State expense, 3 % 

Loft Kabul in March 1936 for his bome, and Afghan Prime Minister states 
that be has undertaken to return to Kabul when asked to.do.so. Whilst in Kabul 
the Afghan Prime Minister tried to educate him with a view to broadening his 
outlook, but allowed him to return to Mohmand country after a few month. 
The mantle of the Haji of Turangzai has fallen on his shoulders. 

Visited Kabal in January 1940, and is reported to be engaged in anti-Soviet 
ropaganda in Mohmand territory on behalf of the Afghan Government 
rrequently employed by the Afghan Government to assist them in settling 

Motimand tribal disputes in the ‘Kunar valley and for propaganda purposes, 
‘Anti-Japanese and in 1943 condemned the Indian Congress for their alleged 
Support of Japanese aims in India. 


20, Faiz Mulanmad Khan (WW. 248) Sardar, Muhammadzai, Son of 
Sardar Gul Muhammad Khan (W.W. 317). Born about 1892. Was secretary 
to the late Muhammad Aslam Khan, Afghan Envoy, Tashkent, Returned to 
Kabul March 1920, Adviser to the late Muhammad Wali Khan, Afghan Envoy 
to Moscow 1920, Returned fram Moscow and in ch are of arrangements for the 
Suritz party September 1929, Arrived Tashkent the Sth January, 1921, en route 
to Moscow. Appointed first counsellor to Muhammad Wali's mission to Europe 
1921 which visited London, America, Paris and Rome. First Under-Secretat 
in the Foreign Office 1922. In addition acted as Minister of Education 11 
Appointed Minister of Education March 1924. A member of Bacha-i-Saqao's 
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Council for the Maintenance of Order '* April 1920, although at one time the 
Bacha bad condemned him to death. Appointed Foreign Minister by King Nadir 
Shah November 1929. Went on pilgrimage to Mecca in 1933. Well educated and 
intelligent, has a good name for honesty in financial matters. 1s friendlf, 
Insincere and self indulgent, particularly as regards drugs, the use of whi 
renders him incapable of sustained mental effort. Prefers airy discourse 
‘abstract principles to discussion of practical details, and is tiresome when be 
feels obliged to live up to his reputation as a humorist. Was sent to Easter 
Province in September 1935 to dissuade Afghans from joining Mohmané 
Lashkars, Held a jirga at Dakka, and appears to have achieved some success il 
his object. Returned to Kabul the 23rd September, taking Badshah Gul 1” 
(W.W: 224) with him, Left Kabul December 1935 for an extended Europea 


ited Iraq and Turkey, where he was well received. Later went to Paris, 
where he saw M. Flandin, and Geneva. In London was received in audience by 
‘The King and had conversations with the Secretaries of State for Foreign Alairs 
and India, Mr. Eden and Lord Zetland. Saw Herr Hitler in Berlin and Sally 
reacted Kabul in April 1096 via Moscow. Again visited Europe in 1936, 
returned in January 1937. Appointed Ambassador to Turkey (1088) Still 
(1043) Ambassador to Turkey. 


e friendly. Married in 
256), Still (1943) Ministor of Justice 


28, Fazal Naki (WAV. 255)—Indian, Maulvi. Born at Wasirabad, 
Gujranwala 1582, ‘Sou of Haji Miran Bakhsh. 

After matriculating from the Scottish Mission School, he joined the Canal 
Department aud was later scuplayed ‘on the North-Western Railway. He had 
always been religiously inclined, and used to receive instructions in Sufism fro 
‘Sufi Wali Muhammad of hi Walla in Lahore District. In 1905 he visited 
Aamas. In 1907 he resigned his post. and devoted himself to the study of te 
Koran. Accompanied a messenger of the Ameer-ul-Majahidin on a tour through 
India in 1908, collecting for the Mujahidiu cause. Later be was made trustee of 
the Mubajidin fund for the Punjab, Still continued to pay occasional visite (0 
Aamas and at the beginning of 1915 he and his brother facilitated the fight of 
the Lahore students to the Mujahidin colony. During the Mobmand distur 
of 1915 Fazal Tahi toured India collect 


1930 a daughter of Sher Agha (W. 


r d ig Subscriptions for the Mujahidin who 
vere taking part, On his return to Wazirabad was arrested and interned im 


Tollundur je in 1918 and confined to the Wazirabad Tehsil. In the 
middle of 1920 slipped off to Kabul and thence to the Mujahidin colony at 
Chamarkand, where with the help of the late Maulvi Bashir he worked for the 
downfall of Niamatullah, Ameer at Asmas. In 1921 proclaimed himself Amect 
of Chamarkand. Was chief instigator of the murder of Ameer Niamatullah. In 
1983 a dispute arose between Fazal Tabi and Maulvi Bashir over the Amecrehil 
‘at Chamarkand, and in November 1925 Maulvi Bashir persuaded the Ameer 
Asmas to join ‘with him in evieting Fazal Hahi. The latter, realising his 
Weakness, abdicated at the beginning of 1926 and proceeded to Asma. In March 
1926 returned to Chamarkand, but did not take charge, the colony being 
controlled by a committee. Tn January 1997 the dispute between Maulvi Bashit 
‘and Fazal Tabi was settled by a jinga of mullahs and the late Hi y 
(W-W. 257) at Chamarkand. ‘The settlement and property were divided equally. 
bot Bashir having the larger following waa declared Anacer. “Jovaed the Hav 
during the Mobmand unrest 1927 and May 1930. Was evicted from Dir in 1931 
‘Took part in the Bajaur disturbances of 1982 and worked on behalf of Congress 
and redshirt prisoners in India. Was summoned to Kabul in April 1999 and 
interviewed by King Nadir. Remained a bitter enemy of the Inte Manlvi Bashir, 
for whose murder in 1994 Fazal Tlahi was believed to be responsible. He 
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Pepeently visited Kabul, where’bo was formerly in vouch with the Rastan 
| Babs and Ghaar party, and according to Afghan oficial information will i 
%. In 1934 be was reported to be spreading pro-Amanullah propaganda in 
Kamar, A friend of Fecal Maisum, Was evicted from Chamarkand tn January 
1635, since when he has been endeavouring to become Ameer of Chamarkand 
Colony, but in March 1936 his claim was rejected by a large jirga. Is reported 
{i880) to have left Chamarkand for Waziristan, “The ban on his return to 
ia has been removed by the Government of India. 


29, Fazol-i-Umur (Sher Agha) (W.W. 256)—A member of the family of 
Sirkind Pirs established in Kabol. Son of Qayum Khan, deceased, Hazrat Sahib 
@f Shor Bazar. Assumed the title of Hazrat Sahib of Shor Bazar on the death 
of his elder brother, Sher Agha in 1925, the latter having succeeded to the title 
Guhis father's death In 1828 went on pilgrimage to Mecea and did ot return 
to Kabul, bat eventually went to Dera Ismail Khan, where in 1023 he ‘was 
ibtriguing against Amanullah. Was expelled from the North-West Frontier 
IProrfuce ‘in March 1028 under Frontier ‘Security Regulations for preaching 
Against the Afghan Government. In September 1928 Amanullah asked him to 
feturn to Afghanistan but he refused. After the abdication of King Amanullah 
tbe went to the Southern Province where he assisted Nadir Shah. Appointed 
Minister of Justice November 1929. In Joly 1990 was sent sis Rnis-i-Tanzimuich 

reme Civil and Military Administrator) of the Ghazni area and returned to 

at the end of August. In June his daughter married Fazal Ahmad Khan, 
Hazrat Sabib of Chaughatan, Herat (W.W. 250), In December 1031 tendered his 
édiznation sod ceased working an Minister, “Ho was reported at ‘this time to 
espreading anti Nadir propagnnda. His rxignstia, however, was nt ncceted 
until December 1932. Was granted a visa in December 1932 to' proceed to Indi 
eae be was to have proceeded on pilgrimage to Mosc, but owing to the 
death of his mother he returned to Kabul. Visited Sirhind, India, in Febranry 
1945, and was instructed by the Afghan Government to persunde the Hazrat of 
Chaharbagh to return to Afghanistan. Reactionary and opposed to progressive 
Teforms. His wholehearted support of King Zahir Shah is therefore doubtful, 
‘and he is not trusted by the Afghan Government. On the other hand, is probably 
Rot pro-Amanullah, He appears to have been in favour of "* jehad" on behalf 
ff the Mohmands September 1985, when he. visited the Southern Province and 
ght back to Kabol the principal religious leaders who, after holding meetings 
his house, tried to induce the Primo Minister to declare "* jehad."  Wields 
Kteat influence amongst the Suleiman Khel Ghilzain, Said to favour friendships 
With the British as opposed to the Soviet, Te sid to be on bad terms with Saisid 
Hasan (W.W, 546). Prime Minister doubts his loyalty, and would have liked in 
1935 to arrest him, but was afraid to-do so, Visited Sirbind (Punjab) on 
Pilgrimage in March 1940, : 

Given a fort and 70 acres of land in Chahardeh by King Zahir Shah (March 
1936), Visited Mecca, 1998. In. 1942 expressed a desire for an Allied victory and 
According to one report asked his followers to pray for such a victory. 


30, [Nil] 
BL. Fazal Rahim (sce Rasul Jan, A gha). 


82, Ghaus-ud-Din (W.W. 264)—Patullah, Abmadzai, Ghilzai, Son of the 
Tate Jehandad Khan, who was Haptic in the Ahmadzai Mangal revolt of 
1912, and executed for insolence in 1914. Tn 1915 was concerned in a conspiracy 
Aeainst Amoer Habibullah with Akram Khan and Azam Khan, sons of the late 
Ayub Khan. Was confined in Jubbulpore jail. ‘Giyen permission to return 
to Afghanistan by ex-King Amanullah, "His father’s family lands and property 
Were restored to bim in November 1920, Aryested March 1924 and detained in the 
‘Arq whilst there was trouble in Khost, bat later released and proceeded to Khost, 
Whero his handling of the Ahmadzai Ghilzais in the Amect’s favour gained him 
the title of ““ Mir Afghan.” Awarded 1} lakhs of rupees for his services. Made 
Svertures to the British Government after the fight of Amanallah to Kandahar 
January 1929. Lent his meee to Nadir Khan in the Southern Province and 
Taised a lashkar of Ahmadzais. His treachery, on account of a fi 
Bacha-i-Saqao, was the canse of Nadir Khan's defeat in the 
in April 1929, Again made overtures to the Briti roment. for support 
°f his claim to the throne. Fled from Hariob to Parachinar at the beginning 
of October 1929 as a result of the discovery by Nadir Khan that he was in 
‘Sommonication with Bacha-icSagao. In Delht under surveillance January 1930, 
from whence he was removed to Jubbulpore. Deported to Burma in May 1980, 
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‘A deceitful, treacherous and untrustworthy: man, who is always. intri 
{or bis own ends. Has since been transferred to Kodai Kanal, Madras Presi 
from Burma, (1936). Requested permission for his family to. return i 
Afghanistan in. 1936, on which the Afghan Government offered to allow him 1 
return also, bat ou conditions which unacceptable to him. Offered hit 
‘assistance to the Afghan Government against Germany and Russia but this Was 
blieved to be merely a cloak to cover his real intentions of establishing hit 
with the Ghilzais, 


33, Ghulam Almad Khan (W.W.292)—Son of the late Shahghassi Ali 
Ahmad Jan, and grandson of tho late Luinab Khushdil Khan, Married tom 
niece of Sardar Faiz Muhammad Khan (W.W. 243) in 1927. Appointed. 
aide-de-camp to his father when the latter was Rais-i-Tanzimieh engeed Civil 
and Military Admiaiseraon of the Eastorn Province in 1924. Loft Kabul fof 
Kandahar via Peshawar and Quetta, the 10th March, 1929. Returned to Quetts 
on his father’s arrest by Bacha-i-Saqao and proceeded to Peshawar, September 
1929. Returned to Kabul on the acce of Nadir Khan. Accompanied Shalt 
‘Wali (W.W, 955) to Bombay, December 1929. Returned to Kabul 1980 (Aj 
In January’ 1932 visited Lahore for medical treatment, returning to Kabul ia 
March. Went into partnership with Chandan Khan, agent for Burma 
Company, and managed the petrol business in. Kabul. ' Visited India five times 
during. the period April-December 1932. Assistant, manager of the 
Company of Afghanistan 1933. In March 1935 appointed ty Minister of 
Court. His stepmother, Suraj-ul-Benat, is a sister of ex-King Amani 
Assistant manager of the new petrol company in 1986. Relieved of his appoint. 
ment in the Petrol Company in 1938 and appointed Deputy, Court. Minister, of 
Which appointment he was relieved in July 1988, Fled to Tirah in September 
1939, after discovery of  pro-Amanullah plot, in which he was found to be the 

leader, In. November 1939 he was surrendered by a Chamkanni jirga 
the political agent, Kurram, and lodged with other feaders in Jamrud. Fork 
Has since (1940) been transferred to Poona andl is still there (1943). 


“4. Ghulam Farug Khan (W.W.273)—Muhammadzai. Son of the late 
Sardar Muhammad Usman Khan. Employed in the Afghan Cypher Department 
istant manager Motorani Company. Arrested with his father at the 
ime us ex-King Amanullah arrested the Hazrat Sahibs of Shor Bazar 
September 1928, Released October 1923. Arrived in Peshawar from Kabal 
air Rebrunry 1920 accompanied by ove of tho younger Hazrat Sahibs, 
Maken. Returned to Afghanistan with Sardar Hashim Khan March 102% 
Kater was employed on propaganda work for Hashim Khan in Mohmand country. 
Arrived Peshawar via Shabkadr. September. Left for Ali Khel via Parachinat 
Gotober 1099. Appointed Under-Secretary to the Ministar of the Tteriét 
December 1920. Appointed Governor of the Eastern Province Decembet 
1930, In January 1932 married the danghter of Ghulam Muhammad 
GW.W. 280, Ie frst wife, daughtor of the late Sardar Muhammad Aziz Kbag, 
ied some time before. In April 1982 was in touch with Afridis and Mobmand& 
including Badshah Gul (W.W. 224). In July the Safis of Kunar complained of 
his bara treatment, Left Jalalabad on the Ist December, 1989, on relief by 
Muhammad Qasim Khan (W.-W. 506) and took over the Governorship 
Kandahar, Returned temporarily to Jalalabad in December 1932 to deal with 
Hassan Khan (W.W. 344), in which he was successful. Did well as Governor of 
Kandahar and displayed considerable energy. Was awarded the Sardar-i-Ala it 
Tanunry 1033. Tn July 1935 appointed Governor of Herat in succession to Abdo 
Rahim. A great favourite of the Primo Minister (W.W. 397), Is capable and 
hard-working, believed to be loyal to. the existing régime. Keen on. road and 
building development (1936). “Appointed Governor of Kandahar (1935), . Ie 
stated to be in poor health (1939). Relieved of his post of Governor of Kandahar 
(1939) owing to poor health and appointed officiating Home Minister. In 1941 
appointed Governor (Rais-i-Tanzimiah), Kataghan ‘and Badakabant Erov inces, and 
in 1942 returned to Kabul to officiate as Home Minister. Relieved of the appoint: 
ment of Home Minister later in the year, but retained his appointment as 
Governor of the Kataghan and Badakshan Provinces which he still holds (I 
Tncurred the displeasure of the Prime Minister in 1942 owing to a liaison wit 
the wife of his brother-in-law (a son of W-W. 238). He divorced his wite and, 
much against the wish of the Royal Family, married the wife of his brother-in-law. 
95. Ghulam Haidar (W.W.275)—Mirea, Wardaki. Son of Ghulam Raza. 
and brother of Mirza Ghulam Muhammad. Wardaki (W.W. 258). Was Afghan 
Postmaster in Peshawar 1909-19, ‘Trosted by Ameer Habibullah. His edie wat 
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ae of the centres of espionage in India, | Held lucrative post of forwarding 
Agent at Peshawar, but relieved in 1916 by Ali Abmad Khan, Arrested in 

rwar in May 1919 for violent anti-British intrigue and interned in Burma. 
Released and returned to Afghanistan on conclusion of peace. Left Kabul on the 
29th September, 1920, for Bokhara to act as Afghan Envoy there. In November 
1920 he was reported to be head clerk to the special mission to Russia. During 
March 1921 he returned to Bokhara from Tashkent with Abdul Hadi’s mission. 
Arrived Kabul July 1921. Appointed Under-Secretary in charge of Russia and 
Turkestan Branch of Foreign Ofice in 1623. In Jannary 1824 appointed 
Collector of Customs, Kandahar. Employed as Under-Secretary in the Ministry 
of Revenue, Kabul, June 1929. Chairman of Trade Disputes in Kabul (1930) and 
Appointed ‘Depaty-Director Posts and Telegraphs early 1931. Relieved of 

intment of chairman of Trade Disputes April 1089, and appointed customs 

st, Kabul. The main backer of trading firm called Shirkat-i-Umed (Decem- 
her 1992). Appointed customs officer, Herat, 1934, Is married to a sister of 
Abdul Karim (W.W. 52). Still (1987) eustoms officer, Herat Again appointed 
feustoms officer at Kabul (1938). Still (1943) cnstoms officor at Kabul 

36. [Nil] 

97. Ghulam Siddig Khan (W.W. 09)—Sardar-i-Ala. Son of the late 
Sipah’ Salar’ (Commander-in-chies) Ghulam Haider, Charkhi. "Brother of 
the late Ghulam Jilani Khan, late Ghulam Nabi and Abdul Aziz (W.W. 13). 
Born 1804. Assistant to Gul Muhammad Khan, Afghan Envoy in India, 
October 1919, and a junior member of the Afghan delegation at the 
Mussoorie Conference. “Left Mussoorie with despatches for Kabul June 
1920, and was refused readmittance into India owing to his improper 
behaviour at Mussoorie and intrigues with seditionists. Appointed assistant 
President to the Mubajarin Conmitteo, Kabul, August 1920, Second 
Counsellor to the Afghan Mission under Wali Muhammad Khan which 
Visited Europe in 1980. Returned from London to Kabul with despatches 
September 1021. Left again for Europe, via Peshawar, October 1921. Appointed 
Aighan Minister at Berlin 1922, whore be remained until April 1926, when he 
Was relieved by Ahmad Ali (W.W. 141), Visited Angora whilst en route to 
Kabul from Berlin. Appointed first personal secretary to the King and Minister 
Of Court January 1027. Appointed to officiate as Foreign Minister Januar 
1927 during abwenice of the late Mahmud Tarai in Europe. With King Amanulla 
in Europe in 1028. Appointed Foreign Minister November 1928. Sent to 
Jalalabad to bargain with the rebels December 1928. Fled with Amanullah to 
Kandahar January 1929 
mission Mare 
1929. . ei 
‘gaged in anti- Nadir activities” Set out for Afghanistan under promise of fre 
pardon from the King. Arrived in Kabul the 7th March, 1931. Suspected dis 

wnt of Amanullah's letters in Kabul April 1931. Arrived Berlin 
fghan Minister. Worked 


King. AW a 


Ghulam Siddiq was dismissed from his appointment. Visited Mecca during 
spring 1933 and in touch with pro-Amanullah Afghan element amongst’ the 
Pilgrims. Visited Constantinople in early summer and was in touch with 

fepresentative, Bovorol, throagh his brother, Abdul. Aziz Khan (W.W. 

Engaged in active pro-Amanullah work in Europe. Visited Berlin in November 
1993, Visited Rome in January 1934 In 1934 married Bibi Khurd 
(WW. 230), sister of ex-Queen Sonriya (W.W. 628). Lives in Berlin (1988), and 
frequently visite Rome, where he is believed to be in close touch with Amanillat 
and working hard on his behalf. Receives an annnal allowance from the Ttalian 
Government. A close personal friend of ex-King Amanullah and greatly trusted 
by him. Speaks French, German and alittle English.  Bitterly opposed to present 
Afghan régime, and now ex-King Amanullah's principal adherent in. Europe. 
Stated to be wealthy and to have money invested with Haji Ghulam Haidar 
(W.W. 278). “Deprived of Afghan nationality in November 1983. Believed 
willing to work for Italian interests in Asia. Believed to have been involved in 
Spring 1940 in a plot to restore Amannliah with German and Russian assistance. 
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Plans said to haye miscarried owing to disagreement between Germany and 
Soviet. Was reported in April 1940 to have arrived in Stalinabad. In 1041 be 
arrived in Istanbul but the Turkish Government refused him permission to stay 
there and he returned to Germany. 


35. Ghulom Yahya Khan (W.W. $11) —Muhammadzai. Born 1808. Sot 
of Habibullah Naib Tarzi, deceased, ‘and nephew of the late Mahiud Tarai. 
Brother of W.W. 109, and’cousin of W.W. $25, Formerly secretary of Afghan 
Legation, Berlin. Appointed Under-Secretary, Visa and Passport Bran 

Foreign Oifice, June 1928, ‘Transferred to charge of Persia and Turkey section 


gE taregn,Ofico, November 1626, | Received Order of Astor, 1st clay 

February 1927, Accompanied Amanallah to Europe 1997-28. Roughly hand 

by Bacha-i-Saqao's men, but still in the Foreign Office, January 1929. Appointed 
part- 


Afghan Minister, Rome, December 1929, "Assistant Secretary, Political 
iment of Forsigu Ofice.” Promoted First Scvretary, Afghan Foreign Office, 1090. 
Visited Chakhansur, November 1931, in connexion with Helmand water dispute 

Persia. Oficiated for the Foreign Minister in the autumn of 1033). 
Appointed Director (Rais) of Department. of Public Health February 1989. 
Appointment raised to that of Minister in June. Member of Republica party. 
‘A pleasant, well-mannered man of 10 outstanding ability. He has been rey 
tabs proAmanalih, "Speaks German and Torkih Sul 1030) siniter of 
Health, Was relieved of his post of Minister of Health in November 1989, and 
appoint Minister of Posts aod Telegraph. Reappointed Minister of Mealth 
HHO, «post he still holds (1948), 

39. Gul Agha (sce Siddig Agha Muhammad) 


Bi (Cet Abad Kian OW-W. 815) —Tatik, Son, of Mires Abdi 

Ahmad Khan, Brother of FM. Abdul Ahad Khai (W.W. 5) and Abdullalt 
Born about 1897, 

of Amanullah's 

Afterward 


Tn 1920 said ti 
reform led by Muhammad 
1930. Believed to be Gover Mazar-i Sharif 1081. Arrived in ‘Kabat 
‘June 1931, Appointed President of the Kabul Municipality in 1982. Appointed 
Governor of Mazur-iSharit rice Abdul Jamil Khan (WW. 40) in November 
1994, which post he still holds (1943), Appointed Minister of Hoalth in 1930 
Dat Appointment later canceled 

Heved to be capable and intelligent, Supporter of the prosent Afghan 
HMgime, Speake same Engliah, bis a a - 


rE i : December 1929 and returned to 
Kabal. ry 1031. Chief delegate to the 
Dokalim Boundary Commission, June 1982. Chief delegate on the Persian 
Boundary and Helmand Water Commission, October 1992. Visited Herat and 
Talam Kala, thence to Zulfkar and Chakhansur in this connexion. Completed 
his wrk on the Persian boundary survey in June 1983 and returoed to Kabul 
Appointed Minister at Tokyo in.July 1938 and presented his credentials there in 
October 1933. Speaks English fluently; a. pleasant, well-mannered man. 
Returned to Kabul June 1939, and appointed first secretary at the Ministry for 
Foreign Affairs. Still (1943) first secretary in the Ministry for Foreign Affairs, 


41. Hazrat of Shor Bazar (see Fazl-i-Umar). 


42. Inayatullah Khan (W.W. 360)—Sardar, Mubamimadzai. Eldest. son 
of Ameer Hatibollak Rian Nia other ie the Ulya Jan Badr-ul-Haram. Born 
the 20th October. 185. Visited India in December 1904. Held the appointment 
of Muin-us-Saltanah (‘Helper of the State”) under Ameer Habibullah Khan 
Created Sardar-i-Ala in 1905. Appointed Minister for Education in 1916. 


Ww 


Was the recognised heir to the throne up to the time of Ameer Habibullah Khan's 
death. “Married a daughter of the late Mahmood Khan, Tarai, and was at 0 
lime said to be under the latter's influence, During Ameer Habibullah Khan's 
he received an allowance of 1,80,000 rupees per annum. After the murder 
of Habibullah Khan, Sardar Nasrallah went through the form of offering him 
the throne. He, however, refused it, probably well knowing that the. decision 
ready beet! made in Nasrullah’s favour, and that no other course was open 
fo him. When Nasrallah, in turn, was compelled to yield to the claims of 
Amannilah, he bad to accompany the former to Kabul. On arrival at Kabul, 
zh not compelled to share Nasrullah's imprisonment, he was kept under 
Strict surveillance. At the darbar at which those accused of the murder of Ameer 
Habibullah were tried, Amanullah decreed that Inayatullah had forfeited all his 
claims by his cowardly acquiescence in Nastullah’s usurpation of the throne and 
by his failure to take any steps to discover the authors of the crime, He was 
told that it would be advisable that he should retire into private life and take no 
further part in public affairs. Although occasionally seen in public, he undertook 
Bo Government work, and was presumably deprived of his appointment of 
Muin-us-Saltanah, &c. In October 1019 he was reported to have been arrested 
by the Ameer, and to be practically confined to his house until 1922. There was 
‘An abortive rising by the Safi regiment in his favour in Juno 1920, ‘This regiment 
was raised in Tagao by Inayatullah. Sanctioned a yearly allowance of 14 lakhs 
af rupees and an escort of twonty men, March 1991. He consistently refused to 
take up any Government appointment, In July 1922 was allowed a certain 
‘ensure of froedom, which was increased until he moved about apparently withont 
festriction. When Bacha-1 Sagao attacked Kabul on the 14th December, 1038, 
Yas summoned by the King and confined in tho Arg, Freed to acct the throne 
9 Amanullah's abdication, the 14th January, 1929, but on being besieged. in 
the Arq by Bacha-i-Saqao, abdicated on the 17th January, 1929, on condition 
that he and his family were sent to Kandahar by air. Evacuated to Peshawar 


agai 

wugust 1981, and stayed three weeks in Lon | his wife and eldest son 
Khalilollah (WW. 909), Then joined Amanullah in Rome. Visited Con. 
‘tantinople for his nephew's wedding, December 1981, and then went on to Tehran, 
whore his sister joined him from Kabul. Tn receipt of 800 tomans per month 
from Persian Government in February 1982. In August the Persian Government 
‘were said to be intending to discontinue this allowance, his sole means. Sinoe 
then has remained in Tehran, where he now resides. Probable that the allowance 
made him by the Persian Government bas been stopped, and that he is living in 
‘comparative penury. His sister, who had been with Amannllah in Rome, joined 
him’ in the autumn of 1933. Is periodically the subject of rumours in 
Afghanistan, generally to the effect that, he has arrived, or is expected to arrive, 
in some part af the country. Lacks initiative, intellect nnd energy, but combines 
dignity with pleasant manners. and had a repntation for being honourable and 
straightforward. An agent of Tnayatullah was reported to have visited 
Afghanistan in May 1985. Stated to have been granted a monthly allowance 
‘of about 5,000 rapees (Afghani) by the Afghan Government (1989), Ts reported 
1940) to be in touch with German agents in fran, and probably receiving money 
from Germany to stir up trouble in Afghanistan, Still reported to be in 
Tran (1943), 


43._ Mahmud Jan (W.W. 419)—Sardar-i-Ala, Shahyassi, Batakzai, Born 
1885, Son of Shah Muhammad Khan, and a distant cousin of Abdul Aziz Khan, 
and the Ulya Hazrat. Offciated as Minister of Public Security im 1922 and as 
Governor of Kabul in 1025," Was in charge of the Public Works and Secret 
Service. Also in chargo of the Frontier Tribes Department, of which Haji 
Mahamiad Akbar was Under-Secretary. Was in partnership with Herr Harten, 
German engineer in charge of Dar-ul-Aman works, and made a Jot of money out 
of public works. Created Sardari-Ala, January 1927. Appointed Wali of 
Kabul, December 1927. Captured by rebels near Jalalabad, December 1928, 
Where he had been sent to restore order. Arrested by Bacha-i-Saqao, February 
toad, Released during the Independence celebrations," Angust. 1620, "Was 
appointed officer in change State Workshops, November 1929, but was deprived 
[27587] © 
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of his appointment the following month. Imprisoned in the Arq on a 
Of thett of Government funds and jewels, January 1990. Under tial ie oa being 
concerned in the Kob-i-Daman revolt of 1930. Released in January 1991, bat 
teartested with other members of the Shabgassi family in counexion with the 
Gholam Nabi and Dare Khel plots in November 1932. His brother Zobain also 
arrested. His ears are said to have been trimmed as a punichment, Was 
feleased in November, 1998 and kept under surveillance, “A. stout, pleasant 
; was friendly to fore great en c 
sat, "Spas ndly to foreigners. A great personal friend of ex King 
eported to have been arrested in March 1936 for the murder of bi 
Reported to be ail in Kabul jail (1943) MDE MENGE OF Dis own som 


44. Mokendra Pratap Singh (alias Raja) (WW. 437)—Indi 
setae Sle Ss of Manan, Ale Uni era a 
other ha ind.” ° Founder of Vidalaya (the Fi 
fete of Mao Shinde fh om tye in ee 
ond of 1914, and to Berlin in the autumn of 1915 where he as an Indiag 
prince. Had an interview with the Kalscr and accompanied fhe German mission 
t Kabul in 1916. Arrived at Maza Sharif in 1917, Endeavoured to come 


Tn 1918 with of 
and proceeded to Tashient. 












‘dalla (WW, 491) found him 
isparty. Left Kabul and arrived 
u ent a letter to the 





in En, Left Ki 
Stot January, 1627, and arrived Moscow, February 1021," Ketunned to China 
bat back in Moscow November 1923 preparing to hold '* Pan-Asiatie " Conference 








in Kabul, Owing to outhreak of rebellion was prevented f1 c shkent 
ta, cme to Kabul hy King Atala.” West to Tetvan danaar® 1020 and 
returned to Moscow in April 1929, Returned to Kabul from Moscow by air 


Was in close touch with Allah Nawaz (W.W. 182) 
air to Termes in March 1930. ‘Visited Beelin and reached New York 
od May, 1930. Is believed to be of some use to the Ogpu. Was in China 
fis tes Re toe, va P.O. sem ‘Peping, China). Published 
ss: Afphanistan, the Herat of Aryan. aod Leng Live Indiat Move 
Tapan at tho end of 1953 or beginning of 1054. where he was ta touch with the 
Japanese Government. Continued to spread anti-British propaganda. Left 
Japan secretly for Siam in June 1934, believed at Japanese instigation to further 
their pan-Asiatic policy. Forbidden to lecture in Siam. Turned oat of Siam, 
arrived Tokyo, August 1934, having been deported from Canton. t 
‘Ame\V2t it Manila in February 1935 back in Japan in April 1985 and left for 
Indian Lagilataren Has ren tepesdel at an Agios cee ae 
Ta the War East in 1987. Hoported tote ia feeon ee 

















‘active part in the final settlement and collection of arms. In is sai 
to have requested permission, which was refused, to raise a lashiay to meee ihe 
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fate Haji of Turangzai in his attack on British territory. Suspected of intrigue 
‘With Russians, March 1932. Deprived of his Khanship, September 193%, but was 
reinstated after interview with Prime Mimster, Early in 1932 was deprived 
of appointment as OWfcer Commanding Khassadars tat wat later reinstated. 
His loyalty to the present régime is doubtful. Incited Afridis to resist, road 
scheme in spring of 1935. In 1938 he led a Shinwari rising against the Afghan 
Government. Later he fled to Tirab, and was pardoned in 1039. The Afghan 
Gorernment have offered him favourable terms iT he will settle in Kabul, where 
is at present. In Kabul under surveillance (1943), 


juhammad A feol Khan (W.W. 138)—Firqa Mishar. Born 1892, 
Son of Naib Salar Ghulam Nabi Khan (W.W, 299), Nasir, Ghilzai of 
Shakadarra Koh-i-Daman. Sardar-i-Ala. , 
Trained at Harbiya College, Kabul, and later for two years, 1927-29, in 

‘Served in the third Afgban War and the Mangal rebellion, 1924. Was 
Second Secretary (Q.M.G.), War Office, July 1930. G.0.C., Khanabad, 1931, but 
Telieved in November that year. Accompanied Shah Mahmud (W.W. 414) to 
Gardes, November 1982. Oficinted for War Minister daring early part of 1933, 
Siler ‘Governor and G.O.C,, Southern Province, July 1933, which post he 
hheld till September 1941 and where be has on the whole done well. On bad terms 
‘with Major-General Pir Mohammad (W.W. Gy the G.0.C. and Governor of 
Ergun (1934-35), Visited Kabul June 1935. popula ‘with certain tribal 

, who in 1096 tried to get him transferred, Was ordered by Minister of 

Defence in 1997 to prevent tribesmen crossing into Waziristan. Complied, but 
ordered district officials not to use force in stopping them, with excuse that force 
might create anti-Afghan Government feelings. Reported to have supported the 
Fagir of Ipi’s canse and to have financed Ipi propaganda, and encouraged Ghilzais 
to disobey Government orders, at tho same time reporting to his Government that 
certain sections in his province had anti-Goverament tendencies, Settled long. 
standing dispute between Zadrans and Tannis by fining both tribes in 19% 
Member of the Republican party, 

Tntelligent and keen on hik profession. Has personality and is a. good 
disciplinarian and eapable of handling troops in the field. Neither very religious 
nor popular. Is in the good books of the War Minister, under whom he is now 
(1945) working in the War Ministry. His loyalty to present régime is doubtful 
Belioved to have assisted the German and Itafian agents to visit the Fagir of Ipi, 
‘and to have been involved in the German shooting incident in the Logar, July 
1941 

46. Muhammad Agha Sami (W.W. 555) —Brother of Shah Mubammad_ 
Yakab Khan (W.W. 675), Son of Muhammad Yusuf Khan, a Munshi to Amecr 
Halibatlah. A Mobmand by birth, but the family have eottled in. Ghazni for 
some yenerations. Was Mofmandar to the British mission in Kabul, 1021, 
‘Appointed Commandant of Police, Kabul, but was dismissed in 1928, partly due 
to escape of Ardali and Davd Shab (W-W, 287) from Kabul aol and dug 
to reparts of his complicity in murder of one Abdul Ali. Appointed Politi 
Officer during Mangal rebellion 1924, and sent to the front, whore his 
services earned appreciation of the Ameer. Appointed Mehmandar to 
Wakils of Eastern Provinces during Ameot's visit of April 1926, Reappointed 
Commandant of Police, Kabul, August 1920, Wasa trusted personal informer 
to the Ameer. Efficient, controlled a mob with great skill during the fire which 
gutted the British Legation at Kabul December 1926. Appointed officiati 

‘Governor of Kabul November 1925. Arrested by Bacha-i-Saqao February 1920, 
‘but escaped and joined Amanullah in Kandahar. Sent to Tashkent as courier 
by Amanollah, returning again to Kandahar vin Duzdap, April 1929. Accom. 

nied Amanntlah in bis flight as far as Quetta, where he remained, Left for 

‘bed in August 1920, Later returned to Kabul, Arrested and sentenced to 

banithment for implication in Koh-i-Daman revolt, July 1030, but subsequently 
teleased, Said to be doing u da work in fayour of Amanullah, On 
pilgrimage to Mecea, March 1931. Arrived Tehran with W.W. 675 in December 
{asi Applied for permission to visit India but was refused. Still in Tehran, 
where hig brother Yaicub Khan (W.W. 675) has joined him; also his:nephew and 
hice from Quetta. He and his son, Mubammad Bashir, deprived of Afghan 
nationality, November 1933. His property in Afghanistan is said to have 
confiscated in 1994 and his family deported to Iran. 

Ts reported (1940) to be in touch with German genta in Iran, and probably 
receiving money from Germany to stir up trouble in Afghanistan, 'Still reported 
to be in Tran (1943). 

[27557] cg 
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47. Muhammad Akbar Khan (WW. 161)—Muhammadzai_ Brother of 
W.W. 118, Minister of Health 1930. Cousin of the late King Nadir Shah, to 
whom he was Surgeon-General. Director of Medical Services October 108% 
Appointed Minister at Rome 1995 and presented his credentials in May 1935, 

Relieved of appointment as Minister at Rome, March 1936, and returned 
to Kabul. Is married to a sister of W.W. 149. 

Civil D.C. wo the King, 1942. 


45, Muhammad Alam Khan (WW. 164)—Mulki Ghund Mishar (civil 
brigadier) Alisherzai Shinwari. He is looked upon as the head of the Shinwaris. 
Sito he was deprived of employment for beginning to raise three regiment of 
Shinwaris without orders. In March 1919 Amanullal issued orders for his arrest, 
which he contrived to evade, for his support of Sardar Nasrullah Khan. In 
June 1921 was granted an annual allowance of 3,000 rupees. Was chief instigator 
of Shinwari opposition to hasht nafri (conscription of one in eight). Was ® 
Sreat friend of the Sultan Muhammad Khel family, of which King Nadir Shab 
was the head, A leader of the Shinwari rebellion November 1928. Was one of 
a delegation sent cha-i-Saqao to Nadir Shah in April 1920. Appointed 
Governor, Eastern Province, May 1929. Ordered to raise the Shinwaris agai 
Hashim Khan (W.W. 387) June 1929, but met with little success. Fled to 
‘Kotal Decomber 1829, but returned 16 the Fatern Province eaty in 1090 and in 

Fil 1930 was said to be working on behalf of King Nadir Shab, Was suspected 
of being in the pay of the Russians. Intrigued with Afridis ia 1090" ‘Net ented 
by the Afghan Government, he was kept in Kabul under surveillance in automa 
1983. Later he was allowed to return to the Eastern Province, where he hel 
to persuade the Shinwaris to send their sons to school in Kabul.” Early in 1 
was reported to he involved in a conspiracy against the Government. His 
loyalty is doubtful, He frequently visits Kabul. 

foined Mobmand Lashkar 1935. Said to be friendly with W.W. 138 
Tagnary 1996, and hostile to the Afghan Government. 
Living at his home in the Eastern Province in 143, 


49. [Nil] 


50, Muhammad Aménullah Jan (or Amin Khan) (W.W. 186)—Sardar, 
Mubammadzai. Born the 12th October, 1885, Third surviving son of Amir 
Abdul Rahman, Hix mother was a slave girl belonging to the late Bibi Halima, 
who was said to havo adopted him before her own son was born. Was formerly 
in charge of the Shara (Mubammadan Law) Department at Kabul, xed eet, 
in charge of tho Jabba Khana (magazine), In 1917 he bold the appointment of 
Sardar-1-Madafia (director of military defence), Has one son boon about 1903, 
and 8 daughter said to have been maztied to Sardar Abdul Quidas Angst 1918 
at Kandahar. Appointed AD.C. to the King 1920. Arrested by Bacha-i-Sagao 
in January 1029. "Arrived Quetia and left for Lahore the 4th November, 1920 
Residing “in Tehran 1930 “in straitened circumstances. Appealed for 
allowance from the Government of India in 1930.” Is aaid to be very eccentric 
in Tran 1943. 


50K: | Muhammad A tig Khan (WW: 200s) —Muhammadzai. Sardar, Son 
of Rafiq Khan and son-in-law of Sardar Ahmad Shah Khan (WW. 149). Court 
Minister. Brother of Babo Jan alias Zulilkha, widow of late Sardar Hayatullah 
Khan, step-brother of ex-King Amanullah 

Visited 4 1935. Is an economic expert trained in Germany and 
holds the post of a Technical Director in the Afghan National Bank. Reported 
to be pro-Amanullah and kept tinder surveillance 1939. Reported to have said 
that, providing no revolution broke out, Afghanistan will be able to check British 
influence in eight years’ time. 

Speaks Russian and German fluently. Strongly Germanophilé, the present 
increased German influence in Royal Family said to be due to hrm 

Brothers are Mohammad Umar Khan (W.W. 658) and Muhammad 
Rahim Khan, Assistant to the President of Kabul Municipality. 


51, Muhammad Ayub Khan (W.W. 211)—Kizilbash. Was head clerk to 
Ameer. Appointed assistant to Finance Minister April 1924. Awarded (1925) 
Order of Astor and 2.000 rupees for good service in Khost rebellion, Received 
Order of Sardar-i-Ala February. 1827. Appointed Minister of Finance 
September 1928, but rotieved of his appointment October 1028. Appointed 
Minister of Finance by King Nadir November 1920. Accused of embezzlement 
in October 1990, Carried cut a tour of inspection in Kataghan and Badakhshan 
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in June 1932 In October 1982 returned to Kabul and resumed appointment of 
Minister of Revenue December 193%. Dismissed in September 1033 and his son 
Srrested. Pro-Amanullah. Still unemployed in Kabul 1943, Is a brother of 
W.W. 449. 


52. Muhammad Daud Khan (W.W. 233)—Elder son of the late Sardar 
Mohammad Aziz Khan (brother ot King Nadir Shab). Born 1900 in Kabul 
Educated at the Amania College, Kabul. Spent nine years in France and 
feturned to Kabul in October 1990, 1981 attended a year's course at the 
Anlantry Officers’ School, where he worked hard and was well reported on by 
the senior German instructor. November 192 prowioted Firqa Mishar (major- 
General) and appointed General Officer Commanding, Lastera Province, In 
February 1934 assumed the duties of Governor of the province in addition to his 
Gaties as General Officer Commanding. His strictuess made him unpopular and 
hhe was inclined to be headstrong and hasty. ‘Took a great interest in the ‘training 
f his troops and the Eastern Province detachment at the Independence celebra: 
tions in 1984-was conspicuous for ive suartnees In July 3096-9 teatalocngy oe 
Governor and Geveral Officer Commanding, Kandahar, and Genoral Officer Com- 
funding of the Farah and Chakhansur Division. A strong personality. A keen 
soldier and energetic. A favourite of his uncle the Prime Minister (W:W. 337), 
Tn 1934 married a sister of King Zahir Shah. Is likely to be much heard of in 
future. Speaks excellent French, and is very well-mannered and friend 
mot and General Officer Commanding, Kandahar, in 1030 and 103) 
Warned to be more tactful by the Prime Minister. Appointed Rais-i-Tanzimich 
(Supreme Civil and M Administrator) of the Eastern Province (1038) 
Appointed General Officer Commanding Kabul Central Army Corps and 
Commandant of the Military Schools in Kabul in August 199, the appointment 
hho still olds (1943). "Since the reorganisation of the Kabul Army Corps in 
1039-40 his influence has increased. The Kabul Army Corps now has a separate 
budget and is almost independent of the Ministry of Defence. He promoted some 
officers in August 1942 with the approval ‘of the King, but without reference 
to the Minister of Defence (W.W. 414). His corps is improving in efficiency, 
8nd his subordinates, though admiring his personality and drive, are sothewhat 
Afraid of himn. Tn 1043, when the prospects of the Allied nalfons appeened tat 
too favournble, he was believed to be advocating an ‘proach to Germany by the 
Afghan Government. He is stated to be a strong Afghan Nationalist, who is 
lined to resent the employment of foreign adviners, 


83. [Nil] 
























rigadier) 
eral an 
Appointed General Othoor Commanding, Kastern Province, in 1033, In Jalalabad 
ng the Sagari régime until the burning of Jalalabad, when he rturnod 
sardar Hashim Khan (W.W. 337) 
in Khogiani country about March 1929. Was Minister of the Interior in Nadir 
Shah's first Government October 1920, Promoted Naib Salar (general) and 
i Supreme Civil and Military Admi 














Appointed  Rais-T 1931, and left. for 
Kandahar via India. Administered the province with firmness and efficiency. 
igtatulated by the Government on his work emir 1932. Visited Kabul for 
Independence celebrations: Angust 1952; was awarded the Sardar-i-Ala, first. class, 
and a grant of 25,000 Kabali rupees. Was afiered ree of Herat in Sey 
tember 1932, but refused owing to his friendship for Abdur Rahim (W.W. 8 ). 
Appointed Rais-i-Tanzimich, Mazar, Kataghan and Badakhshan and Mayraans 
November 1982. Relieved at Kandahar by Ghulam Farag (W.W. 273) in 
January 1933, and left for Mazar. In 1934 there were rumours that his Joxsly 
{6 the present régime was doubtful and that he was in favour of a republic, 
Quiet, well-mannered man, but ruthless Has a Cpe Personality and is 
Qmbitious.. He is regarded as one of the most capable officials in Afghanistan, 
Speaks Urdu, Persian, Pushta, Russian and Turkish. He was very loyal to the 
(27557) c3 
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late Nadir Shah. Visited Kabul September 1935. Believed to have asked the 
Prime Minister to help the Mohmands against the British Refused to visit 
Eastern Province to explain Mobmand situation to Afghans, and believed to have 
quarrelied with Prime Minister (W.W. 337) on this subject. Returned to Mazar 
about the Ist October. Reported to be on bad terms with W.W. 315. Stated t0 
bbe connected with the Republican party. Resigned Governorship of Northers 
Provinces 1940 and appointed Minister of State 1941, a post he still holds (I 
though be has withdeawn to his estate at Haibak and remains there in spite 
the Prime Minister's attempts to induce him to take a more active part in the 
Administration. His resignation of the Governorship of the Northern Province 
is thought to have been due to his dislike of Abdul Majid’s (W.W. 73) trade 
developinent schemes. 


55. HRM. Muhammad Hashim Khan (WW, 337)—Muhammadzai, Sonol 
Sardar Yusuf Khan (junior) and uncle of King Zahir Shab, Half-brother of the 
late King Nadir and of WAV. 414 and W.W. 885, Horn 1886, Commanded tbe 
Sar-i-Os (bodyguard) at Kabul and accompanied Ameer Habibullah to India ia 
1907, Appointed Naib Salar (general) of Herat and left Kabul in 1916, Keen on 
inatiutig reforms, but checked in this direction by threat of mating on the part 
of the troops. Arrested and sent to Kabul after the murder of Habibullah, bat 
Subsequently released. People of Herat refused to bave him back after his release 
Aud bo was rlcved, Appointed Governor of Jalalabad Deceaer 1919. Govern, 
Eastera Province, 1990, Went on tour in July 1921 and distributed rewards 10 
the Mohmands and some Bajauri tribesmen, at te same time doing his best 10 
create an atmosphere of hostility to the British; the next month he warned the 
ttibesmen to be ready for jebad."” Summoned jirgas of the Malikdin Khel and 
Kambar Khel Afridis to Jalalabad in September 1921. Rewards in the shape of 
motiey were doled out to the tribesmen, who were informed that Nadir Khan had 

romised to arrange permanent allowances and the distribution of rilles for thea 
rom the Afghan Government, Reported in August 1021 to have engineered, im 
conjunction with Nadir Khan, uh robery of one ofthe British mission mail bags 
fen route from Kabul to India Went to Kabul from Jalalabad ont 
10th November, 1921. Officiating as Minister of War, Kabul, January 1922, wice 
Nadir Khan, who proceeded on tour. Went to Europe with his father in. 1928. 
Aprintad, Sines 9 Monon Marc AED, when Be as napopnlas,oving 
in constant, suspicions of Soviet policy. ‘Opposed the military training ol 
Nfghnne in Resse: ad on his view bei disclosed by tbe Afghan Governisent 
to the Soviet authorities he resigned and left Moscow Srd July, 1926, to join his 
brother Nadir Khan at Grasse. Offered position of Minister at ‘Teliran, which be 
refused, October 1928, Nur-us-Siraj, the sister of the King, whom he wished to 
marry, was betrothed to Amancilah’s cousin, Mubammad Hasan Jan (W.W. 343) 
in October 1926, This was looked upon as an insult by Hashim Khan’ and his 
bbrothers. At Grasso December 1923. Granted diplomatic visa for India en route 
to Afghanistan January 1929, and left Marweilles with Nadir Khan and Shab 
Wali, (W.W. 585) on the Sth February, 1929. Loft Peshawar for the Eastera 
Province Oth Match, 1929, whore he tried to obtain support for Nadir, but met 
with little success. "Was defeated by Bacha-iSaqao and arrived Parachinar 
1th September, 1929. Arrived Queita Ist October, 1929, where he remained 
‘under surveillance until 27th October, 1929, when ho was permitted by the Indian 
Government to proceed to Kandahar. Proceeded to Kabul, 9th November, 1999, 
‘on his appointuient as Premior and Minister of Intorior. “This appointment be 
has since held, insisting on a high standard of work and efficiency. ‘Wrigh-handed 
in his dealings with other Governinent officials he is consequently both feared 
hated, Was on tour in the Northern Provinces when Nadir Shah was assassina 
and returned immediately to Kabul. Swore allegiance to Zahir Shah, since whose 
accession he has been the real ruler of Afghanistan, A real patriot and ® 
tremendous worker, he has laboured to improve the stability of the country. So 
fart can be judged, genuinely dist the Husians aud is alarmed ‘by the 
possbility of the spread of bolsheviam in Afghanistan. A quiet, dignified man 
with charming manners and a keen sense of 
spoken and, when roused, ruthless. Trusts 


th 

‘humour, Ts quick-tempered, ot: 
few of his fellow-countrymen and 

fries o do too much himelt.” He males up his mind quickly. Ts ei to bart 


boon lately more tactfal in his dealings with other officials, but is still unpopul 
‘The danger of his being assassinated is great. Is very friendly to members of the 
British Legation in Kabul. Understands English well and speaks it fairly. 
Proceeded to Berlin in October 1986 to undergo an operation for tumour. 
Operation for tumoar successful. Visited London January-February and 
returned to Kabul via Tndia in March 1937. Still (1943) Prime Minister 
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56, Muhammad Hassan Jan (WW. 342)—Mahammadzai. Born 1902, 
‘Son of Sardar Muhammad Umar Khan (W.W. 648). AD.C. to ing Amanullah 
1926, Created Sardari-Aln. February 1926. Married to. Nur-us-Siraj, 
Amanullah’s sister, October 1927, Was well known to the British Legation at 

L_Accompanied King Amanullah to Europe 1927-28 as Chamberlain. Also 
Went with Amanullah to Kandabar after his abdication January 1929 and to 
Bombay May 1929. Sailed for Italy June 1929, Was in Rome froin October 1931 
toJuly 1982, Not definitely located between summer 1932 and December 1983, 
Uateaid tobe in Rome with Amanullah and tobe verging on lunacy. Deprived of 
Afghan nationality November, 1988. Accom ‘Kinanullaly ‘Khan to’ the 
Hejac in 1985. In Rome with Amanullah during summer of 1985. 


Muhammad Ihsan Khan (W.W. 303)-—Tajik of Istalif, Koh-i-Daman, 
Mishar (major-general). Born about 1809, on of Ustad Yusuf, an irom: 
Related to the late Bacha-i-Saqeo. Received three yeurs’ aeronautical 
training in Italy. Appointed to command Afghan Air Force 1924. Visited 
Western Command manouvres aud carried out a tour in India at the invitation of 
his Excellency the Commander-in-chief November 1926, Was helpful to the Royal 
Air Force officers who landed at Sherpur in December 1928. Dismissed from 
‘Post by Bacha-i-Saqao Janvary 1929, but was reappointed by Nadir Shab on 
fesssson tothe throng Ts keen on his profession and works hard and is keen on 
lying, Is very fat. Speaks Italian and. little French, Is always very friendly 
to members of the British Legation. Still (1948) Commandant of the Air Farce. 
Proceeded on tour to India and Europe in September 1936 with a view to 
Purchasing aircraft, 

Visited India and Europe 1090-87 with view to purchasing aircraft for 
Afghan Government: Porchavod eight airoraft in Great Britain and twenty-four 
fn Italy. Returned to Kabul in October 1987, Wan awarded decoration of 

* Grand Officer of the Crown of Italy."” Received by Herr Hitler du 

Since 1987 the Afghan Air Force his achieved a modicum of efficiency mainly 
due to his drive, the assistance of British instractors, and the despatch of Air 
Force personnel to Tndis for training, he later being a poicy be consistently 
tupports. In 1942 he proceeded to Tndia for medical treatment, returning in 
March 1043. After his return he gave ont that he was in favour of retaining 
the British connexion with bis Air Force, and aaked for the supply of nine mors 
Hind aircraft 

He resents the fact that the air fores is under War Ministry control, and 
Wishes to have it independent under the King, 


STA, Muhammad Ismail Khan (W.W.877s)-—Wardaki, Totu Khel, Ghileai, 
Son of Abdullah Khan (W.W. 63) and nephew of W.W.4, At one time Director 
of the Eastern Branch, Ministry for Foreign Aft jovernor (Hakitn-i-Kalan) 
Of the Northern District, Kabul Province, Officiating Governor, Katagban ane 

Badaksban, Wali of Kabul 1939, 


$8, Muhammad Khan, Miraa (W:W. 450)—Sent to Mery on a special 
mission October 1919. Still in Merv June 1920. Later said to be in Tashkent. 
Left for Moscow July 1920. Afghan Minister at Moscow 1921 until relieved by 
the late Ghulam Nabi Khan. On return from Rossia he was for a short time an 
Under-Secretary in the Ministry of Commerce. In 1924 was sent to Europe to 


of certain Crown jewel. Appoint First Under Serataty in 
ta 
1926, 


y.. Was one of the prime 

y, ved to be a heavy bribe 

Amecr Habibullah, was given in 
c4 
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marriage to Abdul Qadir, Bacha-i-Saqao’s Governor of Kandahar. Is inclined 
to be anti-British, bat is lately believed to be less 20 than formerly. His 0y 
Abdullah Khan, was one of six students who were sent to Japan January 1995 
‘Appointed Minister of Revenue (1038). Still (1043) Minister of Revenus- 


59. Muhammad Naim Khan (W.W. 464s)—Son of the late Muhammad 
Ariz Khon, Mubammadzai, Born 191i, Visited India in November 1020 with 
Asadullah “Khan (W.W, 190). Appointed Under-Secretary, Foreign Office 
October 1930. Appointed Minister, Rome, December 1932; recalled in 1934 and 
Sppointed extra secretary in the Foreizn Office, Kabul. Appointed First 
Sevreary 1085,” Shy sn manner, speaks French and is friendly to members of the 
ritiah Log Appear to possess great force of character. Is a 
favourite of his uncle Sardat Hashim Khan (W.-W. 337), Siarviel in 108 te 
eldes sinter of King Zahir Shab Hie wife gave birt to son in August 1086 
eiating Foreign Ministe i i 
Aheence of Fale Malimmed tn Europes ny na gu $n 1990 daring Gi 
Also acting as managing director, Afghan National Bank, during absence of 


Abdul Majid (W.W. 73) in Europe 1830-7. Appointed Minister of Educatiog 


“_ <Appoihted assistant to the Prine Minis 

his duties as Minister of Education. Tn 1941 ap 

National Economy during absence of W.W. 73 in "Enrope in addition to his ows 
is against the employment of foreigners in Afghanistan and considers 

tho country should be developed without their assistance. Has no tytnpathy with 

the tribes who oppose his efforts to introduce education amongst them. ~ 


‘504, Muhammad Nawros Khan (WW. 470)—Mirza of Loga poi 
Chiet ‘Seorvtary to. King. ‘Nadin, November 1690. Was on, Eat. appoint 
Muhammad Yakub (W.W. 675). More inclined to frie ndship with Germany the 
with England and Russia, Accompanied late S. Muhammad Azim to Eurspe in 
January 1933 for medical treatment, Returned from Germany May 1039 and 
renumed appointinent of Chief Secretary to King. Was appointed officiati 
Court ‘Minister in, 1936, Appointed Ambassador. ‘Tehran, in 1939. Reliew 
Of appointment of Ambassador at Tehran in 842. Appointed Minister of 

Has influence in the Logar valley. Loyalty to present régi 

ins Republican tendencies. Has ability and capncity cdl Hee 
‘Since his appointment ax Minister of the Laterior has hecome wore 
Land popular, the latter said to be due to his patience when investigating, 


00, Muhammad 
Muhammad Sarwar 


et on with the General Office 
‘inister in Rome in Februas 


at an ‘man, but lacks 
sraian and very good Pushtu. 


pointed Governor of Kandahar 


G1. Muhammad Sarwar Khan (W.W. 560)—Barakzai, Naib Salas 
Sen of Muhaanmad Sidig Khan. Brothers Ghulam Haidar (W.W. 20) fcr 
thuaib (W.W. G11) and Juma Khan. First secretary in the Atghan Embassy ib 
‘Tehran. Formerly a Ghulam Bacha, Was highly esicemed by Ameer Hab 
tae Cee brigade in 1906, ota to bis success in the manufacture of 
8, ‘superintens Kabul Ai -romot jor-general 
1913, In March 1919 appointed ‘Naib Salar by jieney conan Khai and laisr 
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in the same month left for Mazar-i-Sharif to take up the appointment of Naib-ul- 
Hukumah (Governor), Turkestan. Granted both civil and military powers in his 
province, Relieved of appointment and proceeded to Kabal in January 1922, 
Where he officiated as Minister of the Interior, Governor of Kandahar 1923, but 
the real power in the province was wielded by the Minister of the Interior, who, 
originally officiating as Governor of Kandahar, remained there on relief to deal 
with the disordere that were rife in the provineo during 1923, Mohammad 
Sarwar's jurisdiction seems to have been limited, Still Governor of Kandahar 
At the beginning of 1927, Described by the Ameer, during a visit of inspection 
November 1925, as ‘honest and’ respectable, but. slow and 
‘Summoned to Kabul June 1926, and well reveived by the King, 
la November 1928. Appointed Governor of Badakhshan and 
Kataghan, 1925, bat did not, take up appointment. In Kandahar 1029, 
Appointed Governor of Kabul, February 1930, but relieved in 1991 and went on 
pilgrimage to Mecca. Returned via Meshed and Kandahar, — Appointed a 
ember of the Majliei-Aiyan (Council of Nobles) December 1931, Reported to be 
ro-Amanullah. Visited his brother Ghulam Haidar (W.W. 276) at, Maru, 
Kandahar Province, in February 1982, but was recalled to Kabul in July, Has 
been nnemployed since 1931. Still believed to be pro-Amanullah, “Courteous 
‘and friendly, but Amanullah’s description (above) fits him, Still (1942) a member 
‘of the Council of Nobles. 

62 Muhammad Umar Khan (W.W. 052)—Firqa Mishar (major-general) 
Yusafzai of the “ Topehi ” family. Born 1698. Appointed Chief of Stall 1924 
Visited Delhi manceuvres December 1924 at the invitation of the Commander-in. 
chief in Yoda, “Appointed head of Afghan Military Mission to Russa to select 
artillery for the Afghan army and study Soviet military methods October 1026, 
Loft Kabul by air for Termez en route to Moscow the 3rd November, 1920. Visited 
Russia and [tly 1928. Was at one time military attaché in Berlin. Appointed 
chief of Afghan General Staff early in 1990, {n 1982 proceeded to Europe to 
attend the Disarmament Conference, Geneva. Visited Paris December 193 
Returned to Kabul via India in January 1934; was a spectator of the Ist January 

rade at Peshawar. Lunched with the olficers of the Gordon Highlanders in the 
Resumed his duties as Chief of Staff, but left once more 

sat ollicer, bot said to have had little 

jas been much in Europe and speaks 

ik French and Italian, 


fiplomatic post in Europe, Has pleasant. manners and is 
friendly, Afghan ropresoutative to the League of Nations Disarmament Com- 
mittco June 1935, Said to have been recalled to Kabul (1930) owing to his 
immoral conduct in Europe. Still Chief of Staff (1943) and a close friend of 
W.W. 414. Ho bas the confidence of the Royal Family except in matter of 
very secret nature. He is not a forceful character or likely to prove a leader of 
troops in the field. He makes out that he is a great Nationalist, and neither anti- 
or pro-Russian, British or German. 


63. Muhammad Umar Khan (W.W. 58)—Muhammadzai. Son of 
Muhammad Rafiq. Was born in India and was at one time a Naib-Tebsildar in 
the Panjab, ‘Returned to Kabul in June 1916, Was appointed Halim (Governor) 
of Charikar in 1926. In March 1932 appointed officiating Wali (Governor) 
Kabul. Prior to his appointment as officiating Wali of Kabul was Mudh 
Gumruk (assistant in charge of castoms), Kabul. Toured Kohistan and Koh. 
Daman. in 1082, Selected (10%) for the appointment of Minister, Herln, 
succession to the late Sardar Muhammad Aziz, but declined the post,  Laicks 

neither particularly able nor strong. Speaks English and ix 
British views. 
pended (1989) and ordered to be kept under surveillance in his house in 
‘Still unemployed but no longer under surveillance (1043). 


683A. Muhammad Usman Khan (W.W. 661)—Sardar, In 1015 appointed 
to command at Atmar, where be adopted a friendly attitade towards the British 
and was taking security from “badmashes” to prevent raids into Chitral. In 
1916 was appointed Brigadier and in 1919 was still Commandant at Asmar, 
Recalled to falalahad in’ Angust-1920, reason unknown. He, however, again 
returned to Asmar and went to Kabul in September 1920, Chief Staff Officer 
to Naib Salar Hashim Khan (W.W. 837). Commanding the Ningrahar Corps 
in December 1021. Served ae Afghan Cons in Bombay in 1037 and as Consul 
General, India, in 1928. In Kabul 1929, Counsellor to Afghan Embassy, Tehran, 
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in 1990, Appointed Mui II in the Foreign Ministry in 1931. Was a member 
of the Musabad Perso-Afghan Commission 1934 ensioned and unemployed 
1995. Member of the Republican Party. Was suspected of complicity in Afridi 
Amanish plot in 1939. President of the Municipal Committee, Kabul, since 193% 
Relieved of this post, July 1942, for alleged mal-practice in the distribution of 
food supplies to the public A capable man with pleasaot manners, who is 
‘pnemat diogrontied because he has nt been given more important appointments 
Believed to be addicted to drink; and to be showing sigus of disloyal 
Bless showing signs of disloyalty to the 
4. Muhammad Yunus Khan (W.W. 685)~-Comes from Jalalal i 
of Pathan stock. Secretary of Afghan Legation, London from ites see no 
showed himself helpful and well disposcd and was profuse with pro-British 
sentiments, which were probably sincere. Chargé Affaires from Febuary 1999 
to January 1090. Energetically opposed Shuja-ud-Daulah’s (W.W. 612) attempts 
te dispote of Lagation property July-September 1029. Left London for United 
States of America on Shah Wali's (W.W. 685) arrival oa Minietcr in Jog 
1930 owing to disappointment of non-recognition of his work and refusal of 
‘Shab Wall to appoint him counsellor. Reported to be in toach with Ghadr party 
in San Francisco. In June 1933 tried to obtain the assistance of British Foreiga 
Ofc, to return to. Afghanistan piveliored, to be, (1826) in. United States of 
unded and became Director of tt a i 
in the United States of America. pogo ren brag cee 


65. Muhammad Zahir Shah (W.W. 6884). —Muhammadzai ‘Only 
surviving son of the late King Nadir Shah. Born Told ‘Atconipanied bis father 
to Franco in 1924 and was educated in that country. Retarned to Afghanistan 
in October 1030. In 1981 attended a year's course at the Infantry Officers’ 
School, Kabul, Married (1931) a daughter of Ahmad Shah (WW. 149). 
ae Assistant War Minister 1932. In September 1033 officiated as 
Education Minister in addition to his other duties. Was proclaimed King on the 
8th November, 1933, immediately after his father’s assassination. juiet and 
‘assuming with pleasant manners and a fair presence, he has co far bea hea, 
share in the government of the country, the real power being wielded by his uncle 
HLRH. Hashim Khan (WW. 837), the Prime Minister. He is keen on shooting, 
tennis, riding and swimming. Since 1038 he has 

few excursions tito the: inually accompanied 
‘lange wumber of ‘months each year at 
man, the summer capital h the Government does not move. His 
birthday don the 15th October each year. Has had three sons. 
Muhammad Akbar, born 1033, died 1942; Ahmad Shab, born 1934; Mohammad 
Nadir, born 1041;, and two daughters born in 1992 and 1036, He is taking au 
crete intereet i affairs, including the development of the army and air force, 
nd has been known to express a desire to take a more act im the on 
‘nd hasbeen known to express a desire to take a more active part inthe direction 


sor h: Najibullah Khan (WW. 405n)—Director-General of the Politio 

Section, Ministry for Foreign Affairs Related to the late Amir Abdul Rabon 
through hia mother: Educated at’ French school, Kabul. Speaks French 
Musntly and has also a little English. Ambitious and very conceited. “Has 
considerable ability und is believed to exercise a great deal of influence; sppears 
to enjoy confidence of the Prime Minister, and scems closer to the centre of aifsits 
tn Kabul than the present Minister for Foreign Affairs himself (W.W. 179). His 
self-conceit ix ministered to by the sedulous attention he receives from a sertrin 
type of foreign diplomatist in Kabul. Believed to be strongly anti-Britich and 
to maintain close contact with German and Italian Ministers. The atmosphere 
of intrigue usual in Kabul—and aggravated, of course, by war vonditiane recite 
his particalar type of talents, and ho is a man who needs very careful watching 


., 87. Nasrullak Khan (W.W. 4694).—Born ji Ne 
Khan of Kalongar (WW. 472). ‘Served In vaste plots Seneca ara 
the reign of Amanullah. Joined Nadir Shab on his arrival in Afghanistan 1928, 
At the end of 1942 was appointed Commandant of Police Mazar Shent 
Appointed Hakim-t-Kalan (Governor) of Ghazni December 1930. Was appointed 
oe the Fasters Province ia November 1982, bat did not take over as he 
is engaged in touring his district dealing wit cunsions fro Khel 
{ehalion The appottiment was then aicved ei he bent eee Date Kiel 
Southern Province in December 1932. In Matan in January 1933 attempting to 
cbtain the arrest of the Lewanai Fagir. Relieved in July 1983 and apparsved 
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Under-Secretary in Ministry of Public Works, an appointasent he still (1942) 
holds. Is believed to be capable and energetic 
‘An elder brother of (W.-W. 244), 


68, Nawab Khan (W.W. 472)—Haji, Khawaja of Kulangar, Logar, Born 
atout 1865. Was a Hakim (Governor) in Mangal country during the reign of 
Ameer Habibullah Khan. Dismissed by Amanullah on account of old age 
Joined Shah Mahimd (W-W. 414) in Jaji country daring the revolution, and 
en joined the Inte King Nadir Shab, becoming his private secretary. In 
Norember 1990 was sent to disperse lashKars said to be gathering on the Kurram 
border. In 1931 proceeded to Mecca as the representative of Nadir Shah, 
Tn November 1931 went to Ghazni in connexion with the efforts to effect 
the surrender of Abdur Rahman (W.-W. 198), In late 1982 was attempting to 
secure the arrest of the Lewanai Fagir (W.W. 412s), Visited Maton during the 
Khost disturbances 1933 and spent. tho summer of that year in the Sonthern 
Province conciliating the tribes. Was chief delegate to the Turi-Jaji Commi 
Sion, which met on the Kurram border in June 1933. Was awarded 60 jaribs 
Of land for his service in conoexion with Khost disturbances. A man of some 
{niluence in the Southern Province and has been useful to the Government, Is 
how very old. Appointed equerry to King Zahir Shah, whom be. frequently 

‘on drives. Has two sons, Firga Mishar’ (major-general)  F 
Kian (WW, 24), aidede-ciunp to the King, and Nasrallah Khan 
CW.W. 460s), Muin (Under-Secretary) in the Ministry of Publie Works, Abdul 
Tamil (W.W. 49) is his nephew, 
Obeidullah Khan (W.W. 492)—Son of Ameor Habibullah Khan by the 
Uys Riderany some peo ‘of ex-King Amanallab, Born 1918. Called Shah 
Agha. Carefully looked after by the Ulya Haztat (W.W. 648), who employed a 
German tutor for him. Sont by Amannllah to Kandahar December 1928 with 
his family. Accompanied Amanullah to Bombay May 1020. Sailed for Italy 
with Amanuilah June 1920. In Borlin with his mother 1930, Still in Berlin, 
Tiving at the Afghan Legation November 1982. With Amanallah in Rome in 
Deceuber, 1989, Tn October 1935 was living with his mother W.W. 046 in 
Ghulam Siddiq’s (W.W. 309) villa in Berlin, Deprived of Afghan nationality 
November 19 Eiaiy yar 
70. Quebun Hussain Shak (W.W 512)—Known locally as“ Shahi, 
Indiae, Hie teal same is Saiyid Abdallah Shah. Nuib Salar (general), Son of 
‘oue Nadir Shab of village Moghal, Fatchjang, Campbellpore district, Was one 
Of the accused in a note-forging onse in India, and absconded to Afghanistan in 
1923, Was at one time employed ty the Doutsch-Afghanische Company in 
Kabul. Joined Nadir Shah in the Southern Province in 1920, Was appointed 
in charge of the State workshops in December 1929, and was made an equerry 
to the Ring in 1930. For a timo commanded. the troops in the Koh»i-Daman in 
the 1930 rebellion. In 1931 started a petrol business, and was one of the main 
importers; his company was closed down in, 1933 owing to a petrol snonopoly 
having been given to a new petrol company, which he joined. Was in touch wit 
the Ghadr party in Kabul and also with the Soviet Embassy (1932), In November 
1982 went fo the Southern Province to assist in suppressing the Daro Khel Zadran 
revolt, In. 1036 in charge of the State Arsenal, Kabol. He is one of the 
fending business men of Kabul and deals largely with the, War Ole, being op 


cod torts with Shah Mahmud (W-W. 414), ‘The Prime Minister (W-W. $82), 


mrever, dislikes him. Is ssid to be extremely able, but dist 


‘unscrupulous. Reported to have been deprived of the control of the State Arsenal 
in 1936, 

‘ater in Tedings against him on the forgery charge have been suspended 

indefinitely by the Punjab Government, Visite India periodical 

tith the transportation of goods to Kabul for the Afghan Govern i 

Yaprived of the control of the State Arsenal in summer of 1942 and appointed 
to War Minister, an appointment be still holds (1943), “He is known to 

‘ve frequent contacts with the Axis Legations and agents of the Fagir of Tpi and 

other North-West Frontier ““firebrands.” He is a very tich man with many 

irons in the fire. Reports ical _activities are conflicting; some 

‘suggest that he is pro-Amanul 

Yabsa Khel, particularly W.-W. 414 and W.W. 

and stool pigeon. Addicted to drink and gambling. 


imullah Khan (W.W. 518)-—Tajik. Som of Ataullab. Native of 
Kabul Wal head clerk in vic anecian acction of the Foreign Ministry. 
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Foreign Agent in Mazar. Afterwards transferred to Moscow as secretary to the 
Afghan Legation, and later on in the same capacity to Berlin. Appointed 
assistant in charge Visa Section, Afghan Foreign Office, December 1990, 
Relieved July 1931. In July 1992 transferred to the Home Ministry a8 
Dirsctor, Posts and ‘Telegraphs. Appointment raised to a Ministry in Tune 

Reported to be efficient and gets on well with Marconi’s representative in 
Kabul. Stated to be keen on improvements and modern developments in, bis 
Department, bat is slack and indifferent in carrying out his duties. His father 
lied in 1986. Appointed Minister of Mines Noveiaber 1939, Relieved of appoint. 
ment of Minister of Posts and Telegraphs in 1940, and appointed Mingser of 
Public Works in addition to Minister of Mines, both of which posts he still (1043) 
holds, Said to have pro-German sympathies 


72, Rahmatullah Jan (W.W. 519)—Muhammadzai. Eldest son of ex-Kit 
Amanullah and Queen Souriya. “Born 1022. Proceeded wo Europe with King 
1923, Declared heir apparent 1923, Accompanied Amanullah to Chaman aml 
‘Bombay the 23rd May, 129. Sailed fur Italy with ex-King the 22nd June, 1029, 
Was still with Amanullah in Italy 1931, anu is believed to be there now (1943). 

Deprived of Afghan nationality in November 1933. 


78, Rarut Jun Agha (Past Rakim) (W.W. 522)—Koown as Fal Rahim 
Horn about 1306. Son of the late Sher Agha, Hazrat Sahib of Shor Bazaar 
Abo known as Masum Jan. His wife is a sister of Ghulam Faruq (WW. 273) 
(Ou the death of Sher Agha in June 1925 the title was assumed by his (Shee 
Agha's) balf-brother, Mubammad Siddiq Agha (W.W. 613), although Rasul Jan 
Agha is the direct claimant by descont. Obtained signatures of 400 mullabe to = 

wnifesto declaring King Amanuliah’s reforms contrary to Islam. Set out for 
host with Muhammad Siddiq Agha with intention of raising countey agains 
Amanullab, Both arrested and brought to Kabul, September 198 Later selene 
and Rasul Jan Agha was sent to Tagno to try and detach rome of Bucha-i-Saquo’ 
Auberents December, 1928. Wax in touch with Bacha-i-Saqao, during 
Jattor's second attack on Kabul in January 1920 and promisod Brith 2 
his protection during the attack. Later was intermediary between Sardar 
Toayatullah (W-W. $86), Bacha-i-Saqao and the British Legation for removal of 
Tuayatallah to Peshawar by air. In Kabul, unemployed, December 1030. Went 
on pilgrimage to Mecca Febcuary 1933. Now calls himself Mian Jan and lived 
at Kandahar, where he bas mach influence, until transferred to Herat July 
































1995... ‘Transferred to Kandahar 1986. Carries weight with the Ghiloate 
‘eapocially the Suleiman Khel. Represents eldest be if i ¢ 
Inet capacity, Now lives in Kabul (1043), PSG ree MR 
74 (Nil 
75. Saiyid Qusim (W.W- 543)—Son of Alma Shah Khan, & of 
anc Sieg, Qin ( )—Sonof Almad Shah Khan, Saiyid of 


to Peshawar through the Khyber, December 1921, on his way 
from the Foreign Office. Married the third daughter 

Of the Afghan Legation in London 1924 

4!'Afaires in 1994 between departure of Abdal Had (W: W. 33) 
12), Returned to Kabul May 1995, 

of Russia and Turkestan branch of 
‘ebruary 1926. Appointed Afghan 





and appointed Under-Sec in chai 
Foreign Ofc to succeed Hafizullah (W. 








consul-general, Delhi, October 1928, vies Haji Muhammad Atte 53 
find loft Kabai for Delbi, tho 20ch November, 1928 Awarded: Orde rane 


January 1927. Appointed Afghan Minister in Rome. 1 

India and left for Constantinople, June 1029, Settee aug as 

translator in the Foreign Office, Kabul, the 7th January. 1930. In December 1099 

= ballveed ss Cs ene te ye a excellent English, well 
lucated. Used to be fri to L ic Ks is i 

Hees ene eed abe, Eriendly to members of British Legation, Kabul. Hie sister 


‘76a. Salah-ud-Din Khan {W.W. 553) —Born abou of i 

Sion Din of Hora; native of Her iia geanabes geet 
wo editor of Ittihad-i-Islam. Shuj ja-ud-Daulah (WW. 

brought him to) Kabul and gave him the editorship. of the paper Tijana, 
Commered_ Atterwards became perional diariat to" Amanollak  Appefated 
cousul in Bombay 1990. In March 1933 acted as consol, Jeddah, in atten se 
his Bombay duties Appointed consul-general in India August 199%. Visitad 
Dera Tsmail Khan and Peshawar daring the autuma of 1088, spreading pro Noite 
Propaganda amongst the Ghilzais. His father, Mufti Strand Dae ken weace 














for Herat in February 1934. Pays periodical visits to Kabul, Maintained one 
Nur Ahmad Khan in Lahore as propaganda and publicity agent, Took care to 
Maintain his contact and popularity with editors and proprieiors of Indian 
Yernacular papers. In 1939 returned to Afghanistan, Appointed Controller of 

casting and Propaganda ‘November 1989, "Appointed Director of Press 
Sad Fablicity io 1940, which post he still (1043) holds, Has at various times 
Piet that, hen connal and consul -general in India, he was neglected socially 
by British officials at Simla, Delhi and Bombay. Is believed to have attempted 
to introduce news oa the Kabul Radio and in the press with an anti-British tone, 
but the strict censorship maintained by the Afghan Government prevented 
Publication on most occasions.” i 

Ts a philosopher and poet. Speaks English intelligibly but. not very weil. 
Was once reported to be pro-Russian and pro-Republican, but appears to be 
trusted by Afghan Government, Has the reputation of entertaining anti-British 
sentiments. 


70 Sarbilind Khon (W.W- 997)-—Naib Salar (genera), Ada Khel Jaj 
‘of Sargal, Hariob, son of Malik Azad Khan. Has only one eye. In Amanullah’s 
eign was made a Kumandan (probably colonel) and for good work in the Khost 
Aebellion was promoted brigadier. Assisted Nadir Shah in 1920, and for his Food 
Services was promoted Naib Salar (general). Was sent of Hariob in October 1930 
to recruit for the regular army, Returned to Kabul early in December having 
failed to obtain any recruits. Collected 150 recruits from Bamian in September 
1931. Went to his home via Peshawar and Parachinar in January 1933. Was 
employed to treat with the Suleiman Khel regarding customs dues in June 1982 
And at Garder suppressing the Dare Khel revlt 16 November 1032 Reported 
to-have teen granted property valued at over a lakh of Afghan rupees in 1038 
ives in Kabul. Has moch illuence with the Ada Khel Ja is, and is looked pon 
fs their “Khan.” Has a sou, Niza Mubammad Khan, brigadier. Owing to 
Aoancial diiculty was considering selling. his. Kabol “houses in. 1835 
Reprimanded in the same year for smuggling silver into India. Left Kabul for 
Mecea via India December 1937, He visited Mecca in 1989 and India in 1941. 
Also believed to be in contact with Axis agents. In Kabul (1943), 


77. HRN. Shah Mahwud (Mahmud Jan) (W-W. 414)—Sardar Muham- 
thadzai. Youngest son of Mubammad Yusuf and uncle of Ki Zabir Shab. 
Half-brother of W.W. 337 and brother of W.W. 585. Ay pointed Sar Sar-i-Oa, 
Fanking as general, in 1917. Commanded the troops on the Peiwar front 1910. 
Was in great favour with the Ameer for never haying suffered a defeat (he was 
ever attacked), Appointed Civil aud Military Governor of the Simat-i-Janubi 

therm Provinces) September 1919. In Khost February 1920. Arrived in 

abul from Gardez December 1920. Was married in Kabul during the same 
Month to a step-sister of the Ameer. Returned to Gardez soan after. Shah 
Mabmud was in touch with Muhammad Hasan, B.A., at Makin and Haji Abdur 
Razaq at Shakin in 1920 and early 1921, and’ undoubtedly supplied them with 
frequent convoys of ammunition, ratioas and money for distributfon vo the hostile 
sections of the Wana Wazirs and Mabsads, “Arrived in Kabul in October 1921 
accompanied by his family. General Officer Commanding, Badakhsban and 
Kataghan, froa 1922 to 1925. Appointed Governor of Enstern Province Aptil 
1926." Interviewed Afridis at Jalalabad April 1996, and promised them similar 
his brother, Nadir Khan, Toured Jalalabad Province 
and interviewed Afridis at Morgha July 1926. Visited Kabul to discuss 
Mohmand unrest ‘with King November 1926. Interviewed Mobmands at 
Jalalabad Jannary 1927; visited Pesh Bolak and distributed: money amongst 
Shinwaris| Transferred from Jalalabad to Kabul Febroary 1928. Appointed 
second secretary in the Ministry of Interior March 1928. In Kabul Febraary 
1929. Commissioned by Bacha-1-Saqao to go as his emissary to the tribes of the 
Eastern and Sonthera Provinces. doined Nadie Khas on bis arrival tn. Khost 
March 1929. Assisted Nadir Khan in his campaign against Bacha-i-Saqao, 
Appointed War Minister hy Nadie Shah November 1920. "Left. Kabul for 
Northern Provinces and in’ January 1931 was appointed RaisicTanzimieh 
{Supreme Civil and Military Administrator) of Northern Afghanistan, Succeeded 
fn driving Thrabim Bog across the Russian frontier and pacified, the, coun 
‘ficiently for him to be ablo to return to Kabul in August 1931. "Award 
the Almari-Ala September 1991 and appointed a member of the Mi ivan 
{Council of Nobles). He suffered from goitre and hoped to take a care for it 
in Germany in the autumn of 1982, but his visit to Europe was postponed 
Owing to the Dare Khel outireak in November 1932, during which he eammaaded 
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a foree of about two divisions in addition to tribal levies. His success im this 
affair was perhaps due as much to money as to fighting. Up to December 1932 be 
was still engaged in eettling affairs in the Southern Province and handing over 
Control to Nasrallah (W.W. 4804), the new Governor. Spent the spring 
summer of 1993 in the Southern Province, visiting Kabul on one occasion. 
Nadir Shah’s murder displayed yreat presence of mind dealing with the situatvod 
in Kabul. Proclaimed Zahir Shah King and swore allegiance to him. Ap 
Commander-in-chief and Minister of War. Appears to possess considerable 
energy and fore of character and is believed to be popular with the army. He 
probably batter fitted forthe command of iregulars than of regular troops. having 

military education, He is vain, though at the same time shy and sensitives 

nd of sport and games and friendly to members of the British Legation. 1 

n to his military duties, is in charge of the Southern Province. - He is said 
to be jealous of HLR-H, Hashim Khan (W.W. 897), his half-brother, and not 
always to agreo with him in matters of policy. 

Betrothed his two daughters to the two sons of the late Hayatullah, brother 

of ex-King Amanullah, December 1935, Sons were born to him in 1932 and 1998. 
Left for Europe March 1936 for medical treatment and has since been svccessfally 
gperated upon for goitre in Berlin. Vieted England, France, Maly, Geran 
Hussis, Turkey and Tran. Returned to Kabal December 1936. Now (1037) said 
40 be taking om interet i hin work. Still 1043) War Minister, Son born to 
him in January 1940, Developed heart trouble in 1943 an unable to carry 
out his duties for some time, but hie health is said to be improving. 


78. WRH. Shah Wali Khan (W.W. 985)—Sardar, Mubammadzai. | Bort 
1885, Son of Sardar Mubammad Yusuf Khan and brother of the late Kity 
Navtir Shah, Brother of W.W. 414 and half-brother of W.W. 397. Was Ril 
Bashi (equerry) to Ameer Habibullah. Accompanied him to India in 1907. After 
the Ameet's inurder in February 1919 was arrested and sent to Kabul, but was 
‘acyaitted and released, Commanded troops on Kharlachi front July-October 
1010. ‘Promoted general for good services on the Tochi border. Married a sister 
of ex-King Amanullah in May 1920, Appointed to command Ist Division it 
Kabul April 1021. Was on intimate terms with ex-King Amanullah and see 
to be his greatest personal friend. Was one of the delegates at the British 
‘Mghan Conference in Kabul 192i, Commanded 1st Cavalry Corps Decembot 
1941. Appointed to command the Kabul Corps 1923. Appointed Yawar Hazuri 
{gquarey the ing) December 10” Vist Indi iy May 1993 and agin 

scember 1925, when he persuaded Muhammad Umar (W.W. 648) to return to 
Afghanistan from Hyderabad. Commanded troops Logar during the Man 
febellion 1924-25, and for his services was created ‘* Taj-1-Afghan.” Loft Kabul 
for, Paris September 1026, accompanying Afghan stadents. returning, from 
vacation, Was with his brother Nadir Khan at Grasse. Left Marseilles with 
Nadir Khan and Hashim Khan (W.W. $37) February 1929, and proceeded with 
Nadir Khan to Khost March 1929, Captured Kabul the’ 13th October, 1029: 
‘Appsinted Regent October 1929, Appointed Minister at London November 1920, 
Reached England tho 10th Jannary, 1990. Transferred to Paris June 1081. 
Came to Kabul on leave September 1992, bringing with him, under safe conduct, 
thelate Ghalam Nabi. Returned to Paris and resuroed his appointment February 
1938. Able and quick-witted. A friendly and pleasant man. Very popular i® 
Kabul, and consequently reported to be regarded with jealonsy by his brother, the 
Prime Minister, Hashim (WW. $57), Tis popalarity has somewhat 
jivinished owing to the execution of Ghalam Nabi. Returned to Kabal 
February 1935, and appointed Acting Minister of Defence during absence of Shalt 
mud in Europe.’ His wife refused to accompany him and ie till in Paris: 


Objects to the monopoly system of the Ashami Company. Acting Prime Minister 
fh the absence of THaskimn Khan in Evrope (1986) Lett Kabul in March 1987 
to resnmoe his appointment of Minister at Paris. Represented King Zahir Shab 
at the Coronation of King George VI 

Visited Kabul March 1999, and retarned to Paris June 1989. Still (1943) 
Minister in Vichy. 


79. Sher Agha (seo Fazal-i-Umar). 


80. Sher Ahmad Khan (W.W. 598)—Sardar, Mahammadzai. Son of 
Sardar Fateh Muhammad Khan, Born 1885. Acted in the appointment of Ishaq 
‘Aghassi Nizami (Military Chamberlain) 1917. Apps ited Hakim (Governor) of 
Andkhai 1930, Suspended and arrived Kabul May 1621, Appointed Afghap 
Envoy to Italy 1921, and arrived in Peshawar on the 10th October en route with 





st 


‘4 large party of Afghan stadents who were proceeding to be educated in Europe. 
Afghan Minister at Rome during 1922, and was engaged in negotiations for the 
Purchase of arms until the summer of 1923, when he returned to Kabul with an 
expressed distaste for his own country. Appointed President of the Shaura 
(National Council) 1924. Leader of the party in favour of peaceful tactics 
ing Urta Tagai crisis, January 1996. Cordially detested the late Mahmud 
Tarzi. With King Amauulish in Europe 1923. Appointed to still-born post of 
Prime Minister September 1928, and subsequently to be head of the Public Service 
Bureau. Hold Jalalabad for Amanullah November 1928.” Was given fall powers 
to settle the Shinwari rising, bat failed and roturned to Kabul December 1925. 
Filed with Amanullah to India May 1929. _ Returned to Kabul later and was 
appointed Privy Councillor by Nadir Shah December 1929. Appointed Ambas- 
sador at Tehran December 1930, A man of some ability, but indolent and corrupt. 
Said to entertain a profound contempt and dislike for the Persians, and to be 
Yery qutspoken on the subject. Arrived in Kabul the 18th September, 1925, on 
‘visit. Returned Tehran December 1935, Visited Kabul 1996, using a German 
Aeroplane. Betrothed his nephew Muhammad Umar to Sultan, fourth sister of 
King Zahir Shah, October 1935. 
Relieved by W.W. 140 ng Ambassador at ‘Tehran in April 1987. Appointed 
Minister of State October 1987. Still (1948) Minister of State. 


81. Shuja-ud-Daulah (W.W. 612) of Ghorband—Comes of a ‘Trans-Oxus 
family. Born 1508. Was Ghulam Bacha (page) in 1916, and was employed 
‘ooking after the German mission in Herat, "Appointed Farash Bashi Hazuri 
(ead Chamberlain to the King) to Ameer Habibullah Khan January 1917. 
ppointed Kotwal of Kabul and Amin--Asus (chief of police) by Amanullah 
Commanded 2nd Division in Kabul January 1921, One of the delegates at the 
ish-Afghan Conference in Kabul 1921. “Appointed Minister of Security, and 
to be a man of considerable ability. In close confidence of the Ameer. 
ted as Governor of Herat January 1921. Relieved and returned to Kabul 
end of 1924. Was deputed to maintain order in the Southern Province 
the Mangal rebellion (199). Appointed Minister at London August 
2 ved in London April 1925. Carried through many rifle deals, out of 
which bo is believed to have made a considerable fortune. Gave trouble by failing 
to settle debts due by the Afyhan Legation for rent, &e. Summoned to Kandahar 
ty Amanullah February 1990, Acrived Herat the 98 March, 1929, and nesomed 
futies as Governor on behalf of Amanuillah. Fled to Meshed on arrival of Abdur 
Rahim (W.W. 89), Bacha-i-Saqao’s nominee, May 1920. Returned to London vin 
Tashkent~Moscow, and the 11th July, 1929, Attempted to dispose of 
‘Afghan Gorernment property, and on this account was dake 10 Tears the country. 
Tn Berlin September 1929, In Moscow November 1920. Accompanied Amanullal 
to Mecca in 1931, returning to Europe via Beirut. Wasin Germany in 1033. One 
of Amanallah’s most active supporters, Is believed to be the acttial murderer of 
the late Ameer Habibullah, Proved himself on all occasions ill-mannered and 
anti-British, Deprived of Afghan nationality November 1988, Believed to be in 
pay of the Soviet. Hix wife in a rister af W.W. 280. In Russin Febrnary 1036 


82. Siddig Agha Muhammad (Gul Agha) (W_W. 618)—Son of Qaiyum Jan 
Agha, the Hazrat Sahib of Shor Bazar (W.W. 347), and half-brother of 
Fazli-Umar (Sher Agha) (W.W. 250), On the death of Qaiyum Jan Agha the 
tide was assumed by the eldest son, Sher Agha. On the Intior’s death in June 
1925 the title was assumed by Muhammad Siddiq Agha, in the absence of his 
half-brother, Sher Awha, then a political refuges in India, Was arrested, with 
Rasal Jan Agha (W,W. 522), for trying to stir up trouble in Khost, September 
1928. “Later released, and in February 1929 was reported to have accepted 
Bacha-i-Saqno’s rule, "In Jane 1929 was placed under surveillance in Kabul on 
jecount of his intrigues with Sher Agha in the Southern Province, Confined 
in the Arg, June 1829. Released, and joined Nadir Khan on his entry into 
Kabul, October 1920. Appointed Minister to Egypt, and passed through 
Peshawar, en route, February 1931. Proceeded to Mecea, April 1931, to watch 
Amapallah. "In July 1932 visited Kabul on leave, and was received in a friendly 
manner by the King and the Pris ister. Sher Agha (W.W. 256) was 
Teported to be trying to hut he returned to Egypt in 
September 1932. “Visited Mecca for.the Haj 1 pointed Minister, 

in addition to duties as Minister, Egypt, Apri ng 
Pilgrimage (1935), but evinced no sympathy for Amanullah. Will in future 
Teside permanently in Hejaz, relinquishing duties of Minister, Egypt. Still 
(1937) Minister in Hejaz. Reappointed (1939), in addition, Minister to Egypt, 
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and will reside at Cairo, _ Visited Kabul in July 1942 Returned. to Cairo in 
192, Expressed anti-British views in connexion with the war situation and 
British attitude towards Egypt in 1942, Still Minister in Cairo (1943). 


83. Sultan Ahmad Khan (W.W. 624)—Son of Colonel Sher Abmad Khan 
(W.W. 600). Assistant to Mirza Muhammad Khan (W.W. 450), Ambassador 
At Moscow, August 1920. Head of the Afghan mission to Angora 1921. Arrived 
in Baku, March 1921. Arrived in Angora in April. Addressed a large crowd, 
including many prominent Turkish nalist Deputies, at the mosque of 
Namazie, Angora, in August 1921. The subject of the address was the necessity 
for unity throughout the whole Moslem world, in order that the encroachments 
and intrigues of European Powers might be successfully resisted. Prayers were 
offered for the victory of the Turkish arms, ani Sultan Ahmad Khan gave & 
donation of 2,000 liras to the Red Crescent! ‘ihe Bolshevik Envoy in Kabul, 
Raskolnikow, instructed his Government early in September 1921, at the request 
of the Afghan Government, to provide Sultan Abmad Khan with 40,000 roubles 
in gold, payment to be adjusted in Kabul. Returned to Kabul, April 1926, and 
‘was appointed third secretary in Foreign Office. Officiated as first secretary 
during absence of Mirza Muhammad Khan (W,W. 450) on Urta Tagai Boundary 
Commission. Appointed second secretary, Forvign Office. June 1026, and first 
secretary, October 1926. Granted title of ‘ Sardar-i-Ala,"” February 1927. 
Appointed Ambassador at Tehran, October 1923. Relieved November 1029 and 
returned to Kabul, Appointed to be in charge of State guests Kabul, January 
1030 Went to Turkey as Ambassador, vice the late Ghulam Nabi, in December 
1930, Took with him as secretary Faiz Muhammad Khan (W.W. 243). 
Suspected of pro-Amanullah tendencies. Was on intimate terms with the late 
Ghulam Nabi during his visit to Constantinople in December 1931, _ Visited 
Europe in 108 and. as Afghan representative, concluded a Treaty of Friendship 
with Brazil through their 1 1033, Appointed 9x an Afghan delogate (0 
the Disarmament Conference at Geneva in 1083. Stil (1080) Ambaseslor in 
‘Turkey. Visited Kabul, Angust 1935, To be Minister, Egypt, in addition to 
his other duties, A conceited, dissolute man, but appears to some ability. 
Ropresented King of Afghanistan at the funeral of King Geonge V, January 
1936, Visited Afghanistan April 1937 and returned to Angora June 1937 
Appointed Ambassador at Moscow (1998). Still (1943) Ambassador at Moscow. 
During 111-42 stated to have shown some concern for his personal safety, and 
to have given depressing accounts of Russian ability to resist the Germans. 

84 [Nil] 

85. Ulya Hazrat (W.W. 646)—Siraj.ul-Khawatin (Her Majesty the Sun 
of the Ladies). Stepsister of Luioab Rusbdil Khan, danghter of the late 
Luinab Sherdil Khan, and step-daughter of Ishaq Aghassi Muhammad Sarwar 
Khan. Her name is Sarwar Sultan. Chicf wife of Ameer Habibullah and 
‘mother of ex-King Amanullah Khan (W.W. 183). In 1915 said to be strongly 
in fayour of neutrality. Very strong character and dabbled in politics. Sai 
to have refused ¢o help Turco\German mission io 1916. In 1017 and 1018 had 
‘humerous quarrels with Ameer Habibullah owing to her interference in political 
matters, and was eventually said to have been expelled from the Arq. After the 
murdet of Habibullab, left for Kabul to negotiate with her son, Amanallah Is 
believed by many to have been, with Amanullah, 
resulted in the murder of Habibullah, Was aai 


a id Berlin, 
in November 1983. Visited Meora with ex-King 


86. Yakub Khon (W.W, 675)—Mohmand. Son of Muhammad Yusuf 
Khan and brother of Agha Sami (W:W. 558). Born 1880. Was page to Ameer 
Habibullah. Numerous favours were conferred on him by Amanullah. 


33 


rted for compl 
detained in Jalalabad and later rel 

of Amanullah. Went to Mecca on pilgrim 

With his brother W.W. 555, December 1931 i 

and a daughter, who joined him in Tebran in 1933. Probably still in Persia, May 
1935, His property in Afghanistan was confiscated in 1933, Deprived of 
Afghan nationality in November 1933. Family deported from Kabul to Tehran, 
August 1935, 

87. Zalmai (W-W. 691)—Musakhel, Mangal, Malik. A leader of rebels 
during Khost disturbances of 1924-25. Took refuge in Kurram valley, whence 
he was deported to Abbottabad 1925. Brought to Kabul with twenty other 
maliks, Zadrans and Mangals, Octobor 1926; treated as a guest and stayed with 
Ghulam Nabi Khan. Pardoned by the King, and returned to Khost, November 
W926. Assisted Nadir Shah in 1029, and appointed Natb Salar (general) in May 
1930. In August sent word to his tribe not to interfere in British affairs, Left 
Kabul in Novembor 1930 to raise recruits in Khost, but was badly received. In 
June 1932 went to Ghazni to treat with the Ghilzais about customs dues, and 
arrivod at a successful solution. Suspected of being concerned in the murder of 
Malik Sanak Mangal, and Khan (W.W. 3094), son of Sanak, was said to be 
Plotting his assassination. Accompanied Shal Mahmud (W.W. 414) to Garder to 

mt down the Dare Khel revolt in November 1992. Still an important figaro in 
fangal country. Usually lives in Kabal and is friendly to members of British 
Legation. Said, with W.W. 6024, to be trying to cause some unrest amongst 
the tribes in he Southern Province, Janoary 1990. | Still (1043) residing in 
Kabul and under surveillance. Suspected of having assisted the Fagir of Tpi in 
contacts with the Axis Legations (1942-48) and to have passed money froin 
Kabul to the Fagir. He is a friend of W.W. 414, who uses him as a medium for 
joting relations between the Government and the tribes of the Southern 
rrovince. 


88. Zulfigar Khan, Muhammad (WW. 697)—Mubammadzai. Of no 
tant family. Educated at Habibia College, Kabul. Went to France with 
‘Afghan students to look after them, and became foardian to Tidayaalla Khan 
(WW. 948), son of Amanullah Khan. Was recalled to Kabol by Amanullah, and 
for some time was unemployed. During the revolution joined Hashim Khan 
(W.W. 337) in the Eastern Provinco and became his private secretary, Went 
to Parachinar, whore be joined Nadir Khan and Shah Wali (W.W. 585). 
Counsellor to’ the Afghan Legation in London 1991. Left London for 
Paris, with Shah Wali, in June 1931. Returned to Kabnl, September 1931, 
and was appointed assistant to the Prime Minister, A talkative little man, 
speaks English fluently, and is very friendly towards members of the British 
Legation, Kabul. Visited Lahore in January and returned to Kabal, April 1936. 
"Appointed Minister at Tokyo, 1089. Still (1943) Minister at Tokyo, 


(E 6154/1503/07) No. 2 
Sir F, Wylie to Mr. Edon—{Received 14th October.) 


Kabul, 1st July, 1983. 
the honour to transmit herewith a report on the heads of foreign 
missions in Kabul. : 
‘2. Tam sending a copy of this despatch to the Secretary of State for India 
and to the Government of India. 
Thave, &o. 


FV, WYLIE. 
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Enclosure in No, 2. 
Report on Heads of Foreign Missions in Kabul. 


Egypt: Minister, M. Mobamed Amin Fouad Bey 

Presented his credentials on the Ist April, 1943. A career diplomatist, Very 
civilised after the French mode and seems to be well off financially. Has se 
among other places in Angora and Bucharest. In Bucliarest he seen to have bee 
Counsellor and later Minister. Professes extreme pro-Allied sentiments, but is 
last certainly a good Eayptian Nationalist a well Would ike tobe cosine 
4 politician but only succeeds in being naive. A pleasant colleague, nevertheless, 
who with the assistance of a very busy little helpmeet has succeeded in sweeping, 
out some of the more fearsome recesses of the Egyptian Legation in Kabul. 


France (Vichy). 
‘The legation has been closed, and since the 22nd May, 1943, Vichy Frengh 
intorests in Kabul have been transferred to the care of the Turkish’ Emba 


Germany: Minjster, Herr Hans Pilger. 
Presented hin oredontials on the 28th August, 1987. 


Persia Chargé d'MMfuires, Mr; Djavad Ghadimi 

Mr, Gh f the “characters” of the Diplomatic Corps in Kabul 
A tittle mo ha strong resemblance to Mr, Robertson Hare of fle 
fname. Entirely ineffectual for all serious porposos but is of a very aly 
tease of humour and very litle escapes hitn. An indefatigable host and very 
friendly with the British Legation. 


Iraq: Minister, General Khalid Al Zahawi, 

Presonted his credentials on the 4th February, 1943. An officer of the Iraql 
army who has received training at the Staff College at Camberley, where be 
‘enjoyed himvlf thoroughly and where he seenis to have been very well treated: 
In evidently @ man of parts, ax before being posted to Kabul he was Director. 
General of Trrigntion in his own country, A gentle person and vory well 
to Great Britain, 


Italy: Ministor, Commendatore Pietro Quaroni. 
Presented his eredentialx on the 9th’ December, 1936. 
Japan’ Minister, Motoharu Shichida. 
Presented his credentials on the 8rd November, 1942 


Turkey: Ambasador, M. Kemal Képrulu 

Presented his credentials on the Ist June, 1042 Is something of a legal 
expert. Bofore the 1914-18 War was secretary to the legal adviser to 
Ministty of the Interior in the Turkish Governinent. Ho served in the 
Army an a reserve olicer, 1914-18, after which he resumed nis career of lawyel 
cum diplomatist, Was. first secretary at the London Embassy in 1023. Acted 
as adviser to the Turkish Ministry for Foreign Affairs in connexion with the 
Arbitration Board appointed for the settlement of the frontier dispute betwee 
Afghanistan and Persia in 1934. It wax thon that he visited Afghanistan for 
the first time. Tn the next yenr he was made legal adviser to the Turkish Ministry 
{for Foreign Affairs, a post which he continued to hold til his appointment to 

ab 

M. Kiprulu has the prosperous appearance of a wine waiter at a really 
London hotel. He uses Certain lavatory gestures with his hands aa well 
‘aro not out of keeping with this appearance. His whole manner, in fact, 
frmooth, not to say slippery, that it is hard to know whether there is anything 
to him or not. On the whole it is thought that there is not. He certainly does 
ot, give the impression of being either a profound lawyer or an effective 
diplomatist. He has, however, succeeded in avoiding even the least intiroacy with 
the various representatives of the United Nations in Kabul, though there is 0 
evidence so far available to show that he is on any more intimate terms with 
the Axis representatives. Till we can be more certain of his quality, therefore, 
he is probably worth watching. 


Union of Soviet Socialiet Re : Ambassador, M.C. Mikhailoy, 

*Presented his credentials on the 28rd March. 1938.” Before bis appointment 
to Kabul held some sort of professorial post in Moscow Univer ‘ consider- 
able reader ina rather uninspired way; an ardent Communist and very patriotic 
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The events of the last year have mellowed his attitnde to the British Legation 
Sut of all recognition.” He is now entirely friendly, and under pressure even 
iscoyers a not inconsiderable sense of humour. Is dayen of the Diplomatic Corp 
@ position which he holds in no light esteem but about the practical side of which 
he makes little or no effort. His English is adequate but very difficult to follo 
which must be a handicap in his ‘official deal ings with Afghan Ministers, He 
carries a very suspicious air also, which does not help to make him: popular in 
‘such society as can be said to exist in Kabul. A competent man, nevertheless, and 
very wateliful. Although he bas been four years in Kabul he bas made no effort 
to improve his linguistic equipment and, «g., knows no Persian. Has a profound 
‘contempt for the Afghan Government and ail its works. (Written in 1942.) 

M. Mikhailoy is now on extremely friendly terms with the British Legation 
Qn cecasion he evinces a candour which must be quite remarkable for a Soviet 
diplomatist and, mirabile dictu, bas even been known to express gratitude for 
Assistance given. In confidential talk he makes no secret of his intense desire 
to get out of Kabul 


United States: Minister, Mr. Cornelius Van H. Engert. 
Presented his credentials on the 25th July, 1942. Mr. Engert isa professed 
Jlophile. During the war of 1914-18 he was secretary at the United States 

y in Constantinople, where he rendered the British Government 
conspicuous assistance in the matter of British prisoners of war in the hands 
of the Turks In the interval he has frequently visited London, where hi is woll 
known at the Foreign Offic. At Tehran, and later at Beirut, he gave many 
further proofs of bis anxiety to co-operate with his British colleagues and to 
further Anglo-American understanding in any way that was in his power. At 

Beirut in particular (1940-42) he made himself most useful as an intermediary 

between the British representatives and those of Vichy France. In Kabul he has 

‘continned this policy though in a somewhat uneven way. The role is, however, 

a difficult one to sustain if only because sooner or later it: involves a conflict of 

loyalties. Performance then tends to lag behind profession, when the British 

representative concerned it lable to have dificlty in reconciling the facts and 
is inclined to wonder where exactly he stands. What is certain, however, is that 

Mr. Engert yenninely believes in Anglo-American solidarity, ‘This being 0, he 

has had assistance from the British Legation in Kabul on a scale which must 

be rare in the annals of diplomacy. Relations between the British and United 

States missions in Afghanistan have as a result been established on a basis of 

intimacy and cordiality. This fact may become very important later, and if it 

does a fair share of the credit should go to Mr. Engert. 





[IB 6207/1546/97) No. 8 
Mr. Squire to Mr. Eden—(Received 16th October.) 


42. 
my Kabul, 6th August, 1943. 

I HAVE the honour to report that T was received’ in audience by E 
Majesty King Zahir Shah at 11-30 at. on the 5th August, when I presented 
His Majesty's letters accrediting me and announcing the recall of my predecessor, 
Sir Francis Wylie, The ceremonial proceedings differed only slightly from 
those followed in the case of my predecessor and described in his despatch 
No. 59 of the 18th September, 1941 

2. The assistant director of the Protocol Department called at the legation 
with three cars to conduct myself and my staff to the Dilkusha Palace where a 

ind of honour was drawn up. ‘The Court Master of Ceremonies met, the car 
St the foot of the steps and conducted us upstairs ¢o an empty room, where the 
Minister of Court, the military secretary and adviser to the King, the chief 
aide-de-camp to the King, and a junior official of the Conrt Ministry were in 
Attendance,” The Director of the Protocol Department was not there ag be was in 
Attendance on the Persian Ambassador who had heen received in andience half 
an hour earlier. The Minister of Court took me into the Audience Chamber, 
where His Majesty, who was attended by the Minister for Foreign Affairs, was 
standing. After had read my speech in Persian and His Majesty had replied, 
‘we shook hands, and I presented my letters, 

(27557) D2 
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3. His Majesty then took his seat and invited me to sit on his left while 
the Minister of Court and Minister for Foreiga Affairs also eat down in chairs 
that bad been provided for them. His Majesty, who was most affable and 
quite informal, opened the conversation by commenting on the excellent Persian 
of my speech (I am afraid that I had cheated in this matter by having had the 
translation checked and corrected by a Persian friend). He then asked me 
where I had learnt Persian and if 1 was alco interested in Persian literature. 
‘This gave me an opportunity of replying that I had had the good fortune of 
udying that language at Oxford at the same time, Sir, as yourself, a fact 
in which the King expressed much interest. He then asked me about my recent 
journey to England, enquired whether I had met Sir Kerr Fraser-Tytler there 

whether Thad revions connexion with the Government of India! 
inally, he expressed his good wishes for my stay in the country, assured me 
that his officers would do all they could to make it pleasant and hoped that the 
cordial relations between our two countries would be maintained 
strengthened. 
T had been particularly asked that if His Majesty did not himself do 
80 at the end of one or two minutes T should imyself ask to introduce my 
‘and that in no ease should the conversation exceed two or three minutes. AS 
it turned out, however, it was not until nearly ten minutes had elapsed that @ 
suitable pause in the conversation enabled me to make this request and so bring 
the ceremony to a close. 

5. After introducing my staff individually to His Majesty, T myself 
my leave and we all withdrew and returned to the legation via the tomb of Hi 
Jato Majesty King Nadir Shah on which I placed my wreath by the aide of one left 
1 short. while before by the Persian Ambassador. The inclusion of my staf in 
the visit to the tomb was an innovation, I understand that, in the past, only 
the Minister hax gone there. 

4 enclowe the English () translation of my spesch. The translation of 
His Majeaty's reply, of which I have not yet received a copy, will follow, 

7. A copy of this despatch with encloaure ix. be 
Seorutary of State for India and to the Government of India. 

T have, &e 
GF. SQUIRE. 
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[8 6672/86/97) No.4 
Mr. Squire to Mr. Eden—(Received Ath November.) 
(No, 60.) 
ir, Kabub, 28rd October, 1943. 


I HAVE: just bad another long interview with the Prime Minister, whom 

T went (o thank for having agreed to the release of our two airmen and their 
lane. As at my previous interview, the Prime Minister was accompanied by 
Najibullah Khao, and started off by saying that as Thad been good enough to 
‘acknowledge frankly to him the community of interests of our two countries he 
wished to bo equally frank with me and to tell me exactly what was in bis mind 
For this reason he would prefer to.talk to me in Persian, and in order that I might 
be quite sure of understanding correctly what he said be wished Najibullah Khan 
to translate for me, 

3., He sald that I shoold oot think that the policy of friendliness towards 
the British Government was his personal policy only or confined to the members 
of the present Goveenment. Tt was the wish of the whole country. Of conrse, 
there had been pro-German elements, but there were black sheep in every fold 
‘The Afghans might not be well versed in world polities, but. they wore not 
fools. At the time of the Jirga and the expulsion of the Axis nationals (at least 
this was the ocasion to which T understood him to refer) they had realised quite 
clearly that the Nazis were seeking for world domination. {f Germany were to 
have defeated Russia and to have invaded India they were under no illusions as 
to what would have been the fate of Afghanistan. Tt could not possibly, in spite 
of German promises, have retained its independence, but would inevitably have 
been swallowed op like all the smaller European countries now under German 
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omination, It was for this reason that, though circumstances of course compelled 
mm to maintain friendly relations with the Axis, they had then decided to hitch 
their wagon to the British star. 
iS’ In 1997 the Prime Minister had one to England expressly to try and 
arrange a clearer understanding with His Majesty's Government for the defence 
of Afghanistan. He had failed in his mission, as at that time His Majesty's 
Government scernod to hiave'no idea of their danger and were taking no steps for 
the defence of India; much less were they interested in thedefence of Afghanistan 
Sir Richard Maconachie had, however, assured him that His Majesty's Govern 
ment would consider an attack on Afghanistan by Soviet Russia as an attack on 
India. (This was obviously a reference to the penultimate sentence of paragraph 5 
of Sir J. Simon's despatch No. 82 of the 17th October, 1082, which was commu 
ented verbally to the Afghan Government by Sir R. Maconachie, as reported in 
Paragraph 6 of his despatch No. 141 dated the 20th December, 1982.) 

4. Well, the past was past, but he would not be doing his duty if he failed 
to look to the future. The policy of his country was the closest possible friend- 
ship and unity with India. ‘Would India accept this friendship and reciprocate 
itin all sincerity! Ifso, Afghanistan might well become the arm of India for ber 
defence should necessity aris. The Prime Minister expressed the. greatest 
Admiration for the genius of the British Empire and amazement that the far-off 

inions—New Zealand, Australia and Canada—should have come 90 roadily 
nd whole-heartedly to Britain's assistance in this struggle. This made our 
failure in the case of Ireland all the more remarkable. 

3. The Prime Minister is of course obsessed by his fears of Russia, though 
ho agreed that any such thing ax an alliance or pact which might arouse Russian 
‘suspicion was out of the question. I had expected that the Prime Minixter would. 
Taine this question and had taken with me a copy of the Atlantic Charter and 
the Allied Declaration of the Ist January, 1942, which I gave to the Prime 
Minister, and which I hoped might go some way towards allaying hin unxietien, 1 
added that the hopo of the world lay in roal understanding between the United 
States, ourselves and Soviet Russia, atid that 1 was hopeful that in spite of the 
tremendous difficulties involved we should succeed in laying the foundations of a 
‘new world order. Meanwhile I could assure him that Uis Majesty's Government 
had nothing but the most friendly feolings towards Afghanistan, and that this 
had beea clearly demonstrated by India's constant endeavours to provide economic 
assistance in spite of her own difficulties due to the war, Differences am 
eighbours were bound to arise, but those were all capable of adjustment 
foortwll on both side What was in my opinion necewsary was Lhst the godt 
‘on which I knew the Afghan Government had for the Government of India should. 
be extended to all classes of the people. I had previously spoken to him on the 
tubjet of te teaching in Afghan sebools and the importance of that being on 
the right lines, The Prime linister agreed and said that they were already 
taking steps to increase the teaching of English throughout the countey. Thi 
Ba en report in rece Rabu tligenee Summary 

@. The conversation ten passed to otber subjects, with which I will de 
separately. It was hardly tobe expected that the Prime Minister should have 
made any reference to their attempts at reinsurance against a possible Gen 
Victory, but in general T have no doubt that he was quite sincere, thongi ii ie 
clear that he is still hankering after some sort of guarantee against possible Soviet 
Aggression, It in equally claar that the Afghans have littl ts aller he in excho 
for all we do to help them. But we can, I think. at least secure their whole, 

co-operation in maintaining peace on the border and in any other way 
we consider desirable. It is obviously not the time to reconsider or restate our 
Policy towards Afghanistan, nor do I think that any formal communication in 
Pep nether ncssry o ceed 

“7. Lam sending copies of this despatch to the Secretary of State for Tndin 
and to the Government of India. 


















































Thave, & 
G. F. SQUIRE. 
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(B 7456/86/97) No. 5 


Mr. Squire to the Secretary to the Government of India in the External Affairs 
Department.—(Received in the Foreign Office, 20th November.) 


(No. 66,) 
Sir, Kabul, 11th November, 1943. 
IT may be of interest if I attempt to sketch briefly the political developments 
in Afghanistan during the past months with particular reference to the Govern 
at's present and future attitude towards His Majesty's Government and the 


Government of India. 
2 The administration of Afghanistan is entirely in the hands of the 
Yahya Khel, represented by the King, his two uncles, the Prime Minister and the 
Minister of Defence, and his two cousins, Naim Khan, Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister of Education, and Daud Khan, commanding the Kabul Army Corps. 
‘This does not, however, mean that the Prime Minister, who has for the past 
ten years been the real ruler of the country, is a complete autocrat as was 
Riza Shah Pablavi, Religions and tribal customs are the principal factors 
werning conditions in Afghanistan. The present Government cannot afford 10 
lisregard public opinion, and any changes in the outlook of such a backward 
commonity trast of necesity be very gradual Thy have also to consider the 
younger clement among their own people, whose opinions are perhaps to some 
bse pieeegiahyny gon Grekpermgregio enemigos 
in opposition to hin uncles, An added complication lies in the fact. that 
Daud Khan bus no love for or sympathy with the tribes, and that if he, instead 
of the Minister of Defence, was allowed to have his own way with thetn serious 
trouble would inevitably ene. 

3. ‘Tribal communities tend to favour and to thrive on disorder and am 
form of ordered yovernmeot is thareforo bound to be unpopular. "Fer this sal 
other reasons the present Government hax many enemies, who have no hesitation 
in attributing to them all the country’ ills, This enmity also extends an in 90 
‘many other countries and with equally little justification, to the British Govern- 
tuent, who ar belived o support the present régime andi policy. Otherwise the 
Government might easily fall a prey to some temporary tribal combination 

‘4 ‘The Afghans are also by tradition suspicious of Russia and Great 
Britain. Germany, on the other hand, had been ready to help them before the 
‘war; her rise to power had been spectacular; her speedy victory seemed assured. 
‘The tribesmen and young Afghans were not unnaturally impressed and were alike 

welcoming the prospect of « German victory freving them from a Rasa which 
they hated and a Great Britain which they distrasted;, but they were divided im 
their attitude to the no less certain result that stich a vietory would mean the end 
of the Yahya Khel régime and would produce chaos in the count 

5. ‘The Prime Minister, whose belief in an ultimate British victory has 
remained unshaken, found himself increasingly in a minority among his advisers 
and in a very awkward position. The Government's main anxiety was, of course, 
for the survival of their own régime. which is always threatened by a possible 
Combination of tribes the eastern and southern provinces. In particular they 









































have for many years been afraid of Pak Malang, who led the tribal gathering it 
Khost against them in 1932-39. ‘They could not, therefore, afford at the same time 
to risk incurring the enmity of other elements such as the Fagir of Ipi, well aware 





though they were that he was intriguing with the Axis legations in Kabul in 
order to cause trouble on the Indian frontier. Nor did they dare openly to pat 
stop to Axis activities which were aimed at the British in India rather than 
‘inst themselves. After all, in 1942 it still looked very much as if the Axis 
might win the war. In the circumstances it is not surprising that the Prime 
Minister temporised. Knowing his own people he realised that only a small 
wrtion of the funds sent from the Axis legatione to Tpi_ would reach their 
jestination, and he hoped that he would be able to fend off possible British protests 
by a plea of ignorance or at least by a denial of complicity. Tpi was therefore 
free to enlist Afghan subjects in his gangs for nse against British India, He 
had made it plain that he would do nothing against the Afghan Government $0 
Tong as they themselves did not oppose him, and there can be little doubt that 
responsible members of the Government, including, in particular, the Minister 
Of Defence, have all along corresponded with him freely and have sent him 
presents from time to time. This double policy plnoed the Afghan Government 
hia dificult position when it was found that such a notorious Afghan subject 
as Abdul Habib Tabvildar was actually fighting against the British. Their 








39 
denials or plas of ignorance could carry little weight, but they still feared to 


interfere when Gul Habib (who succeeded his brother, Abdul Habib) and Ghaizal, 
‘cousin of the Faqir of Ipi, came openly to Kabul to imake further contact with 
the Axis legations 


6. Early in the summer of 1943, however, it became abundantly clear that 
the Germans would not after all win the war, This realisation much enhanced 
the Prime Minister's reputation and strengthened his position, especially ris-d-ois 
his two nephews, Muhammad Naim Khan and Daud Khan, the latter of whom 
in particular has been generally credited with pro-German leanings. ‘The 
discovery of the plot in which Mubasher Tsrari was found to be intri 
‘against the Russians and our awn démarche against those connected with the Axis 
intrigues on our own border coincided with the conviction in the minds of the 
Afghan Government that it was now safe to take action to put an end to all these 

"They have therefore dane their best to eatinfy the requirements of His 

‘Gul Habib, who came to Kabnl with one of the usual 
nce, was detained in spite 

ts from many of the leading Afghan Wazirs; otders were sont to the 


















should he again enter Afgh 
been arrested in spite of the 


that the Afghan Government believe him to be 
entirely innocent. The nent have gone even further anid, at an important 
Firge of the leading tribesmen of Khost held in Kabul about two months ago, 
the Defonce Minister warned them in no uncertain termne that they must sever 
their connesions with Ipi and refrain from sending him contributions in future, 
Bach open opposition to Ipi is already reported to have had the effect of cxusing 
him to make approaches to Pak Malang with a view to mutual co-operation, a 
threat which the Afghan Government are ow apparently prepared to view with 
qquanimity, 

7. But with the change in the war situation « new fear which has never 
been catirely absent from Afghan consciousness hax risen to the surface, the fear 
of Russian intentions. Their oaly hope of defence against aggression from the 
north lies in the British with the posible assistance of the U 
States. A guarantee against such aggrossion was, in fact, actually 
a manter of the staff of the United States Legation. Further consi 
however, showed the Prime Minister that any overt attempt to reach an agreemont 
with Great Britain or the United States against Russia would not only wader 
Present conditions be hound to fail, but would have the more dangerous 
Ainsequence of arousing Russian suspicions and hostility, ‘Their only course tx, 
therefore, clearly shown to be o gradual rapprochement with His Majesty’ 
Cer arvent provided! that this can be brought about in such a way ns not t0 affect 
Afghanistan s independence or to arouse hostility either among their own people 
or their neighbours. 

‘Thess provisos require to be taken fully jnto account in shaping our own 
policy towards the Govern ‘Afghan susceptibilities about their independence 
Be even more pronounced than in the other small countries which have recently 
Acquired independent status, and their resentment of anything that savours o! 
Gidatorship is clearly seen in their invariable rejection of any written demands 
that we may make. This is aleo in large measure attributable to their fear of the 

eration, and is particularly noticeable in their desire to leave nothing 
vy convict thet before their critics of any form of subservience 
to the Br (The recent case of the two interned airmen furnished 
aetriking instance of this. In a note sent to them at their request 1 had mentioned 
‘with gratitude their courtesy in releasing a platoon of Gurklins who had 
Unintentionally crossed the border as an argument showing that they themselves 
Wid not consider conditions on the Indian. frontier as being on all fonrs with a 
European theatre of war, 1 was repeatadly asked if T could take back this note 
Earopean heat eatber emitting all reference to this incident, « request with 
Which T eventually complied.) ‘Their relations with the tribes have also tobe 
taken into account, and the Government are h 
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and 0 of the country by affording such economic and other assistance as was 
conditions allow. If T may be permitted to make a suggestion it is that im 
rendering this assistance we should pay greater attention to Afgha 
susceptibilities and should try and secure a fair deal for our own traders bY 
friendly negotiations rather than by ex cathedra decisions which do so much 
nullify the favourable political effects of our assistance. We are already doing. 
‘our best to supply the motor transport that is necessary to secure the movement 
of exential supplies throughout the country, and 1 Hope that it may’ acon be 
yossible to find means of providing the additional aircraft which the Afghan 
Government consider necessary for maintaining their control of the tribes 
Material assistance in other {mportant matters such as the improv 
communications and the supply of military equipment must of neces 
after the war. 

10. The main problem of our relations with the country was, 1 think, well 
stated to me recently by the I Minister, Signor Quaroni, who said that as We 
had a staunch supporter in the Prime Minister, and so in the present Government 
which he controls, we need to do nothing in this direction; but the older genera 
tion would pass away and our chief task was now to secure the frieudahip of the 
younger and more progressive elements, particularly in the army, as well as of the 
Lribes. This can at best be a slow process, bat T have already expressed to the 
Prime Minister the opinion that the first step which should be taken in the 
interests of mutual friendship is the overbanl of their education, and especially 
of their teaching of Afghan history which hitherto has been wsed mainly to 
develop a national consciousness and has incidentally inculcated distrust of 
foreigners in general and of the British in particular. In this connexio 
interest to record a statement recently made to me by the Minister for Foreign 
Affaire to the effect that a picture of Dr. Brydon, the solitary British survivor of 
the dinanter at Jagdalak in 1842, was being removed from school text books if 
which it had hitherto had @ prominent place. 

11, A recent order hy the Minister of Education prescribing Hindustani, 
Eglin and Rowan as the principal languages to te taught in the schools and 
relegating French ond German to a secondary position is also a step in the right 
direction, And here we have an opportunity for earning Afghan goodwill if we 
ean make a special effort to supply the educational equipment of which all classes 
of schools, civil and military, stand in great need. 

12. It is in fact in the Beld of cultural relations that our greatest task and 
our chief opportunity seetia to lie. We shail have to move cautiously not only om 
account of Afghan susceptibilities, but also on account of their fear that any 
concession to us in this direction must also be granted to Soviet Russia, But the 
widespread desire for instruction in English may make it possible for the British 
Council to lend assistance, which if properly managed may have far-reaching, 
results, This is a matter which I have already discussed on more than one 

ion both with the Prime Minister and with the Minister for Foreign Aflairs, 
fand which I propose to keep before them as opportanity offers. ‘Their reactions 
have so far been most favourable, but I do not want to force the pace too much. 

13, Another way in which we can help is by encouraging, Afghans, students, 
military ofleers, &<, 10 visit India or other parte of the fritish Commonwealth, 
for courses of study or fr other purposes, and by seing tha they aro weil treated 
during such visits. The six students who recently went to India for training in 
the production of salt are deeply grateful for all the kindness they received, and 
the importance of contacts of this nature cannot be too strongly emphasised. 
And here I would like to Fe in a plea for greater courtesy to Afghan is at 
Indian frontier posta. Turopeans visiting Afghanistan are almost. im 
treated with very special politeness even to the offering of hospitality at the 
frontier customs posts. I do not suggest that that is either possible or desirable 


at Britih poate, Dut I do fel that there is scope for improvement inthe tvatment 


‘of those At ‘who unlike the ordinary tribesmen travel on regular passports 
with British visas, and copecially of officials of some standing who have diplo- 
matic visas, 

14. The Afghans should also be encouraged to make their contribution to the 
establishment of & les espicons atmosphere The restrictions on socal inter 
course with the British Legation should be relaxed, and a greater willingness 
evinced to turn to India for the help and advice which they need in so many 
tranches of the administration. It is for consideration whether we can usefully 
take any action of make any suggestion to the Afghan Goveroment forthe better 
control of the tribes on the Indian border or for closer collaboration in such 
matters. Afghan control of the tribes is based rather on religious sentiment than 


a 


fon forve, and it is hardly likely that any great improvement is possible under 
present conditions. 

15. Finally it seems to me that the time bas come for the Afghan Govern- 
‘ment to make more open acknowledgment of the community of interests, political 
and economic, between Afghanistan and India and to follow more consistently 
‘and honestly 2 policy of close collaboration in all spheres with India. No question 
fof any treaty of any’ alliance with His Majesty's Government can arise because of 
the danger of arousing Rassian suspicion. There is, of course, the alternative of 
tripartite treaty of friendship between Great Britain, Soviet Russia and 
‘Afghanistan following the example of the recent Anglo-Soviet-Persian treaty; 
but at the moment such a treaty hardly comes within the bounds of possibility, if 
‘only for the reason of the Prime Minister's bitter and ineradicable hostility to the 
Soviet Union and all things Russian . 

16, Tam sending copies of this despatch to the India Office and tho Foreign 
Ofc. 

Lhave, &e 
G.F. SQUIRE, 































































































2 


CHAPTER II.—ARABIA. 


(B 7618/3293/25 No8 


pean Mr, Attlee to Mr, Jordan (Jedda), 
ge Pies 
oe : Foreign Offee, 6th December, 1043 
we Pi tig atmease ofthe Secretary of State ‘ol te tanpecaiy inslopcation Gt 
Mr-Law, His Hoyal Highness the Amit Feisal, accompaniel by the Saudi Arabia 
Minister, called at the Foreign Oce on the doth November aid saw Sir Maurice 
2. The Amir said that he had been instructed by his fath 
account of his doings in the United States and of the preset state of relations 
Between Saudi Arabia and the United Selec ee eee na 
a the question of supplies, the Amir explained that they had 
disappointed, ‘They had not been able to sure ang further allocation of motor 
caro lorries although thse already promised would be forthcoming 
scout the question of arme the Saudi Arabian Goverament felt that they 
would require our assistance, Sir Maurice Peterson intervened to say thae the 
revious uncertainty on this subject tad been dove to a ference af opinion 
fetes th State Deparnent and the War Department n Washington. He 
ionght the prsition was now cleared up and the Saudi Arabian Gover 
Iuight be aastred that we should have egnisance of nny orders for arms they 
might wis to lace in the Cited Staten ot of aay oer of arms they might 
ecnive from the United States Government, and that, provided they ¢ 
Tenaga nash gars tn re we vii 
3, The Amir then turued to oll. tle sa ax we know, the Sta 
Oil Company of California had t concession in his couttey and Uiey nox ane 
to-expand their operations and, in part T reinerey, They bad 
however, found themselves unable to sacuro the necessary plant. frotm theit 
Government unless that Gover: admitted iito'partnership with 
the company in the further devel Sanat rab, 
0 ADIIE ich the United 
participation which the United 


it plain that His father had made 
in the adminis irference 


by way of exploration or by the exh 
sland that the Saudi Arabian Government wore a 
intervention of the United States Government. He suggeted therefeees Tek 
they might think it well to insist that operations in’ Saudi ‘reba te 
carried on by ally registred company: whatever the proprtion of the shares 
which might te Blin the background eid by the Cate Sates Government 
Ze The Amir wok note of this mgeestion 
is Royal Highness then suid that he came to the moat imp 
of all His father was expecting to be iuvited within the next three ve font 
months to participate in some form of Arab Congres in Cairo. Before he did sa 
Hie ard wa very ausious to know our views «0 that he might conform his 
9. Sir Maurice Peterson said that our attitude 
remained unchanged. We did not think it desirable to sponsor any fanayation 
scheme snc, in our View, if federation were to succeed, it must be 4 spntanes 
movement. “Bat we were in no sense opposed. Nor. on the ether hand did 
cherish any particular and favourite side-project of our own in connexion wath: 
federation, 9. we had no candidate for the throne of Syria and thought tha 
Ra a might very probably in the end decide to wet along withoat a thee We 
d made it plain to the French that whatever their post war position in Syeia 
and the Lebanon might be—and we thought they had to have same kind of specral 
Position—it was not to be allowed to interfere with Arab federation Beyond thas 
there was realy nothing we could say, although ont own Feeling was tht neithe 
‘ing Abdul Aziz nor Egypt had any intention of linking themselves with ap 
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federation which might result, and the most. probable outcome would be some 
Kind of loose customs and cultural union embracing Iraq, Syria, the Lebanon 
‘and Transjordan. Within these limits it was open to Tbn Sand to adopt any 
ititude he might wish, and we should not complain: if His Majesty did so. 
Sir Maurice Peterson added that there was, of course, the obvious omission of 
Palestine, and that this must still be regarded as a closed subject on which we 
could not as yet offer any guidance, based on our own intentions, to His Majesty 

10. The Amir manifested some dissatisfaction with this teply. He asked 
that it should be realised that the Arab Conference in Cairo, when it met, would 

bly be cotsposed largely of extremists. There would be many people there 

Who would wish to go much further than might be prudent, and his father did 

hot think it unfair to ask that, if be were to use his influence to restrain such 

le, he might be yiven guidance in advance as to the intentions and wishes 
Government. 

IL. Sir Maurice Peterson said that possibly we should know where we stood 
better than we did at present before the Cairo Conference met. He must make 
it plain that there was no question of decisions having been taken on the subject 
of Palestine as yet But he could say that two aspects of the situation were 
beginning to be increasingly felt in London, and these were, firstly, that it was 
not practicable to use Palestine as a dumping-ground for the whole of world 
Tewly. and, secondly, that under whatever conditions Jews might be enabled to 
Nettle and to live in parts of the world other than Palestine, the Jews ought to 
have a special position at least in some part of Palestine which would serve as a 
‘centre for the whole world structure of postwar Jewry, 

Ta. The Amir gave it ax his personal view that he hoped Hix Majesty's 
Governinent would not again haye recourse to the partition volution: ‘This had 
teen found impracticable at the time and would be no more practicable now. ‘The 
Tight course was to set up and maintain a Palestine Government which would 
seetither Arab nor Jewlsh, bot would rule the whole country in the interests 


of toth, 
Lar 


m, &e. 
©, RATTLER. 





[B 8031/707/25] No.7 
Mr, Jordan to Mr, Bden.—(Received 28rd December.) 


ir, Jedda, 2th November, 1948 
WITH reference to Foreign Office minute of the 2nd September, 1038, 
concerning the Oil Agreement between the Standard Oil Company of California 
find the Saudi Arabian Government, published in Part 43 of Foreign Ottico 
Publication " Further Correspondence respecting Eastern Affairs, July ber 
1938,” I have the honour to transmit to eS jerewith copies of the complete 
Aureamente as supplied to me confidentially by the Saud Arabian Goverment. 

The first agreement signed on the 20th May, 1035, as published in your 
fe, contains numerous inaccuracies and omits one article, In order to avoid 
{ leagity isting of these inaccuracies T have thought it better to vend you 
Copies of the complete agreement and the letter exchanged between the Sandi 
Minster of Finance and the representative of the Standard Oi! Company 
of California, which forms an integral part of the first agreement, 

3. With reference to the supplementary agreement signed at Riyadh on 
the 31st May, 1859, a copy of which was forwarded to, you under cover of 
She Se Meets despatch No. 128 of the 28rd.July, 1999, and. published on 

51 of Part 48 of, Foreign Office, publication Further Correspondence 
Paecting Eastern Aflairs, July-December 1039,” only one inaccuracy occurs, 
tnd that in paragraph 2 of Part 2 of the agreement, where after the word 
"Younded " in the rst line the following should be inserted : “on the-east, north, 
west and south by the following lines (a) we : 

Tam sendiag a copy of this despatch and its enclosures to His Majesty's 
Minister of State at Cairo. 

T hage, de. 
8, R. JORDAN, 
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Enclosure in No. 7. 


THIS agreement made between his Excellency, Sheikh Abdulla Suleiman Al 

Hamdan, Minister of Finance of Saudi Arabia, acting on behalf of the Saudi 

Arab Government (hereinafter referred to as the “ Government”) of the one part, 
i LN. Hamilton, acting on behalf of Standard Oil Company of Califor 

(hereinafter referred to as the * Company ”) of the other part. 

ollodiis hereby agreed between the Government and the Company jn, manner 

following :— 


Anricue 1 


The Goverument hereby grants to the Company on the terms and conditions 
hereinafter mentioned, and with respect to the area dened below, the exctnoe 
Fight, for a period of sixty years from the ellctive date hereof, to explore, 
prospect, drill for, extract, treat, manufacture, transport, deal with, carry away 
and export petroleum, asphalt, naphtha, natural greases, ozokerite and other 
hydrocarbons and the derivatives of all such products. Tt is understood, however, 
that such right does not include the exclusive right to sell crude or refined products 
within the area described below or within Saudi Arab 


Auncie 2 


‘The area covered by the exclusive right referred to in article 1 hereof is all 
f-Kawoen Saadh Arediar fret he onto boundary (incloding islands and 
territorial waters) westward to the westerly edge of the Dahana. and from the 
northern boundary to the southern boundary of Saudi Arabia, provided that 
from the northern end of the westerly edge of the Dahana the westerly boundary 
of the area in question shall continue in a straight line north 30° west to the 
northern boundary of Saudi Arabia, and from the southern end of the westerly 
edge of the Dahasia such boundary shall continue in a straight line south 30° east 
to the southern boundary of Saudi Arabia 
For convenience this area may be referred to as the “ exclusive area.” 


AxricLE 3. 


In addition to the grant of the exclusive area described in article 2 of this 
‘agreement, the Government also hereby grants to the company a preference right 
to acquire aa, oil concesion covering’ the tnlance of astern. Saudi Arabia 
extending as far west. of the westerly boundary of the exclusive area 

contact between the sedimentary and igneous formations. This preference right 
includes such tights as the Government may now have, or may hereafter acquire, 
in the so-called Neutral Zone bordering on the Persian Gulf to the south of 
Kuwait, . The nature of this preference right is to be hereafter agreed upon. The 
term "oil concession” as used in this article means an exclusive concession 


covering the same products which are covered by the present agreement 

Furthermore, the Company's geologists shall have the right to examine the 
region covered by the preference right just referred to (excepting the Neutral 
Zone referred to ubove), in so far as such examination may be necessary oF 
advisable for a better understanding of the geological character of the exclicive 
area, 


Anricts 4 


Within the time in article 18 of this agreement the C sl 
‘make an initial loan to the Government of £30,000 gold, or its equivalent 


Anriche 5. 


‘The Company shall pay the Government annually the sum of 
or its equivalent. For convenience this payment is terined an annual comet 
it is payable in advance. The first annual rental shall be paid within the time 
agreed in article 18 of thi t;, thereafter, so long as the contract is not 
terminated, the annual rental shall be due upon each anniversary of the eflective 
date hereof and shall be payable within thirty days after sach anniversary, 


provided ces {pon the commercial discovery of oil no further annual rental shall 


5 
Anricie 6. 


If this contract has not been terminated within eighteen’ months from the 
effective date hereof, the Company shall make a secoud loan to the Government 
amounting to £20,000 gold, or its equivalent, ‘The de date of such Joan shalt 
bbe eighteen months from the effective date hereof, but the Company shall have 
fifteen days from the due date within which to make the loan. 


Annies 7, 


During the life of thix agreement the Government shall be under no obliga: 
tion to repay the initial loan of £30,000 gold (or its equivalent), or the second 
Joan of £20,000 gold (or its equivalent), ‘The Company shall have the right to 
Tecover the amount of these two loans by way of deductions from one-half of 
the royalties due the Government. If the amount of the two loans, in whole or 
in part, shall not have been so recovered hy the Company upon the termination 
of this contract, the Government shall repay the unrecovered amount in four 
equal and consecutive annual instalments, the first instalment to be paid within 
fone year from the date of the termination of this agreement, Furthermore, until 
such unrecovered amount has been repaid by the Government, the Company's 
Preference right, referred to in article 8 hereof, shall continue in force. 


Arnie 8 


Upon the effective date of this agreement the Company shall commence plans 
and preparations for geological work, #0 planning the work as to take advantage 
‘of the cooler mason for more efficient work in the field, and of the hotter season 
for the nocersary office work of compiling data and réports. Tn any event, the 
actual field work shall commence not Inter than the end of September 19398, and 
it ball be continued diligently antil operations conneeted with drilling are 
commenced oF until the contract is terminated 


Anricer 9, 


Within ninety days after the commencement of drilling, the Company shall 
relingush tothe Government auch portions ofthe exclusive arenas the Company 
at that time may decide not to explore further, or to use otherwise in. connexion 
with this enterprise. Similarly, from time to time during the life of this contract, 
the Company shall relinquish to the Government such further portions of the 
exclusive area as the Company may then deoide not to explore or prospect further, 
oF to use otherwise in connexion with the enterprine. The portions so relinquished 
shall thereupon be released from the terms and conditions of this contract, 
excepting only that during the life of this contract the Company shall continue 
to enjoy the right to use the portions #0 relinquished for transportation and 
‘communication facilities, which, however, shall interfere as little ax practicable 
with any other use to which the relinquishes portions may be put. 


Anricte 10, 


The Company shall commence operations connected with drilling as soon as 
‘a suitable structure has been found, and in any event if the Company docs not 
‘commence such operations within three years from the end of September 1933 
(subject to the provisions of article 27 hereof), the Government may terminate 
this contract, Once commenced, these operations shall be continued diligently 
until oil in commercial quantities has been discovered, or antil this agreement ix 
terminated. If the Company should fail to declare so sooner, the date of discovery 
of oil in commercial quantities shall be the date upon which the Company has 
completed and tested a well or wells capable of producing, in accordance with 
first-class oilfield practice, at least 2,000 tons of oil per day for a period 
of thirty consecutive days. sansa 

Operations connected with drilling include the ordering and shipping of 
materials and equipment to Saudi Arabia, the construction of roads, camps, 
buildings. structures, communication facilities, &c., and the installation and 
operation of the machinery, equipment and facilities for drilling wells. 


Arriete 11. 


U the discovery of oil commercial quantities, the Company shail 
advange to the Government the sum of 280.000 gold, of its equivalent, and 
ne year later the further sum of £50,000 gold, or iis equivalent. The due 
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date of the first advance shall be the date of discovery of cil in commercial 
santities, as provided in article 10 hereof. and the due date of the second advance 
all be one year later. In each case the Company shall have sixty days following 
the dae date within which to make the advance. Both of these advances are om 
account of royalties which may be due the Government and consequently the 
‘ompany shall have the right to recover the amount of these advances by way of 
jeductions from one-half of the royalties due the Government rs 


Anriene 12, 


Sino it his been agreed that the annual rental of £5,000, gold, or its 
equivalent, is payable to the date of the discovery of oil in commercial quantities, 
fand since ‘it hag been agreed also that this annual rental is to be payable in 
‘advance, it may happen that the Jast annval rental paid prior to the date of 
discovery of oil in commercial quantities will cover a period beyond the date 
of such discovery. Tn case that this period should be equal to or greater than 
one-fifth of a year, the proportionate amount of the £5,000 pounds gold, or its 
‘squivalent, corresponding to such period shall be treated as an advance on account 
bf royalties due the Government, and consequently it shall be recoverable by the 
‘Company by way of deductions from one-half of the royalties due the Government. 


Avice 13. 
‘As soon as practicable (i¢., allowing a reasounble time for ordering and 
shipping further materials and equipment to Saudi Arabia and commencing 
furthor work) after the date of discovery of oil in commercial quantities, the 
Company shall continue operations connected with drilling by using at least two 
strings of tool, These operations shall be continued diligently until the proven 
‘area hae been drilled up in accordance with first-class oilfield practice, or until 
the contract is terminated. 
Anmictr U4. 
‘The Company shall pay the Government a royalty on all net crude oil 
produced and saved and run from field storage, after first deducting — 
(1) Water and foreign substances; and 
(2) Oil required for the customary operations of the Company's installations 
within Sandi Arabia; and 
(8) Tho oil required for manufacturing the amounts of gasoline and keronene 
‘wo be provided free each year to the Government in accordance with 
article 19 hereof, 
‘The rate of royalty per ton of such net crade oil shall be either— 
(a) Four shillings gold, or its equivalent: or 
DY At the election of the Company at the time of making each royalty 


nt, 1 dolar, United States currency, plos the amount, if any, 
et 


ich the average rate of exchange of 4 shillings gold, during 
the laxt half of the serssetar for ache the royalty payment is due, 
may exceed 1 dollar and 10 cents, United States currency. | Thus, 
for example, if such average rate should be 1 dollar and 14 cents, 
United States currency (that is to say, 5 dollars and 70 cents per gold 
pound), the royalty rate would be 1 dollar and 4 cents, United States 
Currency, per ton of such net crude oil. 


Anrictx 15. 
y to 
is of the sale of such 


Apricte 16. 


‘The Government, through dily authorised representatives, may, during the 
usual hours of operations, inspect and examine the operations of the Company 
tinder this contract and tay verify the amount of Production The Company 
{DAI mensure in accordance with frst-class oilfield practice the amount of ot! 
produced and saved and ran from field storage, and shall keep trne and correct 





a 


accounts thereof. and of any natural gas it may produce and save and sell, and 
duly authorised representatives of the Government shall also have access at all 
reasonable times to such accounts. The Company shall, within three months after 
the end of each semester, commencing with the date of commercial discovery of 
oil, deliver to the Government an abstract of such accounts for the semester, and a. 
statement of the amount of royalties duc the Government for the semester. "These 
accounts and statements shall be treated as confidential by the Government, with 
fhe exception of och items therein asthe Government may be required to publish 
for fisea ones 

Walties due the Government at the end of each semester, commencing 
with the date of commercial discovery of oil, shall be paid within three months 
After the end of the semester. In case of any question as to the amount of 
royalties due for any semester, such portion of the amonnt is may be unquestioned 
shall be tendered the Government within the period hereinabove provided, and 
thereupon the question shall be settled by agreement between the parties, or, failing 
that, by arbitration as provided in this contract. Any further sum which may be 
payable to the Government as a result of this settlement shall be paid within 
sixty days after the date of such settlement. 


Awnicie 17. 


It is agreed that all gold payments provided in this contract, whether ponnds 
fd oF shillings gold, are tobe based on the gold pound standard according to 
{ts weight and fineness at the time the payments may, be due, It ia also agreed 
that wherever it is ntipulated in this contract that the equivalent of any sum or 

in pounds gold or in shillings gold may be paid, such equivalont may be 
dollars in United States currency, or pounds sterling: 

Tt is agreed, furthermore, that the equivalent of pounds gold. or shillings 
gold, for any payment which may be made hereunder in dollars, United Staten 
Currency, or in pounds sterling (with the exception of the first payment provided 
for in article 18 bervof), shall be based on the average of the rate of exchange ax 
computed over a period of three months immediately preceding the due dato of 
the payment 

Aurictx 18, 


All payments provided in this contract ta be made to the Government rnay be 
made by tendering such payments directly to the Government, or by depositing 
the amount duc to the oredit of the Governinent in some bank which the Govern 
ment designates in writing and which the Government may change from time 
to time by giving written notice to the Company long enough in advance 80 that 
the Company will have sufficicnt time to make future payments to tho now bank, 
It is agreed that the Government will designate such bank in Saudi Arabia, or 
in the United States of America, oF i England, or in Holland, but that no ak 
in Saudi Arabia will be eo designated unless sich bank has a correspondent, in 
United States of America, England or Holland through which bank transfers 
of money to Satidi Arabia may be made, Once the Company has made the proper 
payment to the Government, or has deposited the proper suin in any auch bank, 
br has paid the suin to sch correspondent for transfer to a bank in Saudi 
‘Arabia, the Company shall be free of all further responsibility in connexion with 
the payment. 

Tt is agreed, however, that the first payment of £35,000 gold, of its 
equivalent (comprising the initial loan and the first. annual rental), shall 
be made, within fifteen days after the effective date of this agreement, to a 
correspondent, in New York or in London, of Netherlands ‘Trading Society 
(Nederlandeche Handel-Maatschappij) at Jedda, Saudi Arabia, to, he trans. 
mitted without delay, and at the expense of the Company, to said society and to 
be delivered (othe Government upon obtaining a proper receipt fram the Govern: 
nent for such payment. If this first payment is not made in gold, it will be made 
in pounds sterling at the current rate of exchange at the time the Company makes 
the payment to such correspondent, 


Anricie 19, 


‘As soon as practicable after the date of discovery of oil in commercial 
auantities the Company shall select some, pont within. Saud} Arabi for the 
Grection of a plant for manufacturing sufficient gasoline and kerosene to meet 
the ordinary requirements of the Government providing. of course, that the 
character of the crude oil found will permit of the manufacture of such products 
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on a commercial basis by the use of ordinary refining methods, and provided, 
further, that the amount of oil developed is sufficient for the purpose. It is 
understood that the ordinary requirements of the Government shall not include 
resale inside or outside of the country. Upon the completion of the necessary 
preliminary arrangements, and as soon as the Company has obtained the Govert- 
ment’s consent to the proposed location, the Company shall proceed with the 
erection of such plant. During each year following the date of completion of 
this plant the Company shall offer free to the Government in bulk, 200,000 
American gallons of gvaline and 100,000 American gallons of kerosene, it being 
understood that the facilities provided by the Government for accepting these 
deliveries shall not impede or endanger the Company's operations 


Anricne 20. 


‘The Company, at its own expense, will employ the necessary number of 
jmards and guides to protect its representatives, its camps and installations 
he Government promises to co-operate fully in supplying the best soldiers and 
men available for thie responsibilty, and in furnishing every reasonable protec- 
tion, at rates not exceeding those customarily paid by the Government or others 
for similar services, it being understood that the expense for such services shall 
be paid by the Company through the Government 


Annicix 21 


In return for the obligations assumed by the Company under this contract, 
nd for the payments required from the Company hereunder, the Company and 
enterprise shall be exempt from all direct and indirect taxes, imposts, charges, 
fees and duties (including, of course, import and export duties), it being under- 
stood that this privilege shall not extend to the sale of products within the 
country, nor shall it extond to the personal requirements of the individual 
‘employees of the Company. Any materials imported free of duty may not be sold 
within the country without first paying the corresponding import duty. 


Awricue 22 


It in understood, of course, that the Company has the right to use all 
‘and facilities it may’ deem necessary or advisable in order to exercise the rights 
granted under this contract, 80 as to carry out the purposes of this enterprise, 
including, among other things the right to construct and use roads, camps, 
buildings, structures and all systems of communication; to install and operate 
machinery, equipment and facilities in connexion with the drilling of wells, 
cf in connexion with the transportation, storage, treatment, manufacture, dealing 
With, or éxportation of petroleum or its derivatives, or in counexion with the 
camp, buildings and quarters of the personnel of the Company; to construct 
fund. tise storage reservoirs, tanks and receptacles; to construct’ and operate 
wharves, piers, sea-loading lines and all other terminal and port facilities; and 
to vse al forms of traneportation of personnel or equipment, and of petroleum 
aand its derivatives. It is understood, however, that the use of aeroplanes within 
the country shall be the subject of a separate agreement, 

‘The Company shall also have the right to develop, carry away and wwe 

It likewise shall have the right to carry away and use 
belonging to the Government, for the operations of the enterprise, 
not to prejudice irrigation oF to deprive any lands, houses, or watering places 
for cattle, of a reasonable supply of water from time to time. 

‘The Company may also take and use, but only to the extent necessary for 
the purposes of the enterprise, other national products belonging to the Govern- 
ment, such az surface soil, timber, stone, time, gypsum, stone and similar 
substances, 

Government officials and agents, in pursuance of official business, shall have 
the right to use such communication and transportation facilities as the Company 
may establish, provided that such use shall not obstruct or interfere with the 
Company's operations hereunder and shall not impose upon the Company any 
substantial burden of expense. s 

Tn times of national emergency, the use of the Company's transportation 
and communication facilities by the Government sball entitle the Company to 
fair compensation for any Joss it may sustain thereby, whether through damay 
to the Company's facilities, equipment or installations or through the obstruction 
or interference with the Company's operations. 


49 
Anricte 23, 


The enterprise under this contract shall be directed and supervised by 
‘Americans who shall employ Saudi Arab nationals as far as practicable, and 
in so far as the Company can find suitable Saudi Arab employees it will not 
employ other nationals. 

_ In respect of the treatment of workers, the Company shall abide by the 
existing laws of the country applicable generally to workers of any other 
industrial enterprise. 


Anricue 24 


‘The Government reserves tho right to search for and obtain any substances 
for products, other than those exclusively granted by this contract, within the 

2 covered by this agreement, except lands occupied by wells or other installa- 
tions of the Company, provided always that the right thus reserved by the 
Government shall be exercised s0 as not to endanger the operations of the 
Company or interfere with its rights hereunder, and provided also that a fair 
Gompensation shall he paid the Company by the Government for all damage 

Company may sustain through the exercise of the right so reserved by tho 
Government. ‘In any grant of such right 10 reserved by the Government, the 
concessionnaire shall be bound by the provisions of this Article. 


Aurieue 26. 


The Company is hereby empowered by the Government to acquire from any 
occupant the surface rights of any land which the Company may find necessary 
to use in connexion with tho enterprise, provided that the Company shall pay 
the occupant for depriving hit of the use of the land. The payment shall be 
48 fair one with respect to the customary use made of the land by the occupant, 
The Government will lend every reayonable assistance to the Company in case 
of any difficulties with respect to acquiring the rights of a surface occupant, 
Pract? Company; of course, shall ave no right to, acquire or to copy Holy 

laces. 


Anricux 26. 


‘The Company shall supply the Government with copies of all topographical 
maps and geological reports (as finally made and approved by the Company) 
lating to the exploration and exploitation of the area covered by this contract. 
‘The Company shall also furnish the Government, within four months after the 
fend of each year, commencing with the date of commercial discovery of oil, a 
Feport of the operations under this contract during the year. These maps and 
Teports shall be treated as confidential by the Government. 


Anricue 27. 


No failure or omisiow on the part of the Company to carry ou or to 
perform any of the terms or conditions of this contract shall give the Govern- 
Toont any claim against the Company, of be deemed a breach of this contract, 

‘0 far as such failure or omission may arise from force majeure, If through 
foree majeure the fulfilment of any term or condition of this contract. should 
be delayed, the period of the delay, ‘ther with such period as may be required 
for the restoration of any damage done during such delay, shall bo added to 
the terms or periods fixed in this contract. 


Anricur 28. 


ment thirty advance notice in writing, whether by letter or by telegraph, 
provided that the telegraphic notice is promptly confirmed by letter, Upon the 
Termination of this coutract through such notice, or through any other cause, 
the Government and the Company shall thereafter be free of all further obliga- 
tons under this contract, except as follows -— 
1) The Company’s immovable property, such as roads, water or oil wells 
(1) Teer thete caringe, permanent buildings and_stractures, «c, shall 
become the property of the Government free of charge. 


[27557] z 


(The Company may terminate thi conesct of 25 time by giving the Govern- 
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(2) The Company shall afford the Government an opportunity to purchase 
the movable property of the enterprise in Saudi Arabia at a fair price 
equal to the replacement value of such property at the time less 
Gepteciation, ‘Any controversy about this'farr price shall be settle 
by arbitration in the same manner as provided in article 31 of this 
contract. If the Government declines or fails, within two 
following the date of the termination of this contract, to purchase 
movable property, or if the Government fails to tender the purchas® 
price within thirty days after it has been decided upon, by agreement 
‘or by arbitration, the Company shall then have six months withifl 
which to remove such property. 

(8) If, in accordance with article 7 of this contract, there is any unrecovered 
amount still due the Company, the provisions of article 7 shall remain 
in force until the obligation therein mentioned has been satisfied, 














AnricLe 29. 


In case of the breach by the Company of its obligation to make the second 
Joan of £20,000 gold, or its equivalent, as provided in article 6 hereof, Of 
of its obligation to commence operations connected with drilling as set forth i8 
article 10 hereof, of of its obligation to make the two advances each of £50,000 

Id, or the equivalent, under the torms and conditions provided in article 11 
ereof, or of its obligation under article 80 horeof to pay the amount of any 
damages which may be assewed upon the Company, the Government's remel 
shall be the right to give the Company notice at once of auch breach, and there 
tupon, if the Company does not take immediate steps to comply with the obligat 
60 breached, the Government may terminate this contract 




















Anricne 80, 


Except as otherwise provided in article 20 hereof, the penalty for the breach 
by the Company of any of its obligations under this contract shall be damages 
‘which shall be payable to the Government under the following conditions >— 


‘The Government shall at once notify the Company of any alleged breach oB 
the part of the Company, setting forth the nature of auch breach. Any contro 
versy which may arise as to whether or not the Company bas committed the 
alleged breach hall bo settled by arbitration in the manner provided in thie 
agreement. Once that the fact of the commission of the breach has been estab- 
ished, the failure of the Company to take immediate steps to remedy the breach 
shall subject the Company to the payment of damages to the Government, and, if 
uch daniages cannot be agreed upon, they shall be determined by arbitration if 
the manner provided in this contract, ‘The amount of any damages which may 
bbe 20 determined ahall be paid to the Government by the Company within sixty 
days after such determination, 






Anricux 31 


If any doubt, difference or dispute shall arise between the Government and 
the Company concerning the interpretation or execution of this contract, oF 
anything herein contained of in connexion herewith, or the rights and linbilities 
of the parties hereunder, it shall, failing any agreement to eettle it in another 
way, be referred to two arbitrators, one of whom shall be chosen by each partys 
and a referee, who shall be chosen hy the arbitrators before proceeding 10 
‘arbitration. Each party shall nominate its arbitrator within thirty days of being 
requested in writing by the other party to do so. In the event.of the arbitrators 
failing to agree upon a referee, the Government and the Company shall, in 
agreement, appoint @ referee, and, in the event of their failing to agree, they 

mall request the president of the Permanent Court of International Justice to 
Appoint a refer. ‘The decision of the arbitrators or, inthe case of diference 
‘of opinion between them, the decision of the referee, shall be final. The place of 
arbitration shall be such as may be agreed upon by the parties, and in default of 
agreement shall be The Hague, Holland. 














Apricte 32. 


sen Tis, Company may not, without the coment of the Government. assign ite 
rights and obligations under this contract to anyone, but it is understood 
the Company, upon notifying the Government, shall have the right to assign its 


Tights and obligations hereunder to a corporation it may organise exclusively 
for the purposes of this enterprise. The Company sball also have the right. to 
reate such other corporations and organisations as it may consider necessary oF 
Advisable for the purposes of this enterprise. Any such corporation oF organisa 
tion, upon being invested with any or all of the ‘and obligations under this 
‘contract, and upon notification thereof to the Government, shall therenpon be 
‘subject to the terms and conditions of this agreement 

Tu the event that the shares of stock issned by any such corporation or 
organisation should be offered for sale to the general public, the inhabitants of 
Saudi Arabia shall be allowed a reasonable time to subscribe (pon similar terms 
‘and conditions offered to others) for at least 20 per cent, of such shares of stock 
{0 issued and offered for sale to the general put 

















AnrioLR 33, 


It is understood that the periods of time referred to in this agreement shall 
tbe reckoned on the basis of the solar calendar, 


Annoy 34. 


‘The effective date of this contract shall be the date of its publication in 
Sandi Arabia, following the ratification of this contract by the Company. 


AnrieLe 86. 


This contract bax been drawn up in English and in Arabic. Inasmuch as 
ost of the obligations hereunder are imposed upon the Company, and inasmuch 
‘an the interpretation of the English text, expecially as regards technical obliga: 
tions and requirements relating to the oll industry, bine been fairly well 
established trough long practice and experience in contracts such as the present 
‘one, it is agreed that, while hoth texte shall have equal validity, nevertheless in 
caso of any divergence of interpretation ax to the Company's obligations here. 
under, the’ Englist text shall prevail 

















Anricne 36, 


To avoid any doubt on the poi digtinetly understood that the Company. 
‘or anyonn connected with it shall 10.Fight to interferw with the adimininten: 
tive, political or religious affairs within Saudi Arabia. 





Awricur 37. 


It ix understood that this contract, after being signed in Saudi Arabia, sball 
he subject to ratification by the Company at its offices in San Francisco, 
California, before it shall become effective, After both texts of this contract have 
been signed in duplicate in Saudi Arabia, the signed copies shall be sent by 

‘istered mail inthe next outgoing mail to the Company in San Francisco, 
California, and within lifteen days after roceipt in San Francisco the Company 
shall transmit to the Government by telegraph whether or not it ratifies this 
contract. Tf the contract isnot ratified by the Company within fifteen days after 
Teceipt of the document in San Francisco, it shall be null and void and of no 
further force or effect. 

Likewise, if the amount of the initial loan and the first annual rental is not 

id within the time agreed upon in article 18 hereof, the Government may 

jeclare this contract to be null and void and of no further force or effect, 

Upon ratification of this contract by the Company, one signed copy of each 
text, together with the necessary evidence as to ratification hy the Compa 
be returned to the Government. Also, upon ratification of this contract by the 
Company, the contract shall be published in Saudi Arabia in the usual manner. 


Signed this 29th day of May, 1983 (corresponding to the 4th day of Safar, 
1952. AH) 




































On behalf of Sandi Arab Government. 
(Signature and seal.) 


(Signed) L. N. HAMILTON, 
= ! ‘On behalf of Standard Oil 
Company of California, 
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His Excellency, 
Sheikh Abdulla Suleiman Al Hamdan, 
edda, Sandi Arabia. 
Dear Sheikh Abdalla, 
Jedda, Saudi Arabia, 20th May, 1983 
(corresponding to the 4th of Safar, 1852, AH.) 

Referring to the contract which has heen signed to-day by you, on behalf af 
the Saudi Arab Government, and by the undersigned, on bebalf of Standard Oil 
Company of California, relative to an oil concession covering a portion of eastern 
Sau ig forth below the agreement we have also reached of 
behalf of the two parties to the same contract, which agreement shall be 
considered ax a part of the said cantract. For convenience, the two parties in 
question shall be referred to below in the same manner as designated in the said 
contract, namely, the '* Government” and the "* Company,"" and the said contract 
ball be referred to as the "Saudi Arab Concession, 


1. ‘The Company is granted a preference right to an oil concession covering 
a certain area described in article 3 of tho Saudi Arab Concession, The 
preference right so granted the Company shall he a right to acquire an oil 
concession covering such area, exclusive of the so-called neutral zone, also referred 
to in the same article 3, by equalling the terms of any offer for stich concession that 
may be made the Government by others in good faith, and that the Government 
may be ready and willing to accept. Within thirty days after receiving from the 
Government written notice, sotting forth in full the terms of such offer, the 
Company shall notify the Government whether or not the Company wishes to 
acquire the oil concession by equalling the terms x0 offered. Tf the Company does 
not winh to do so, the Government is free to accept the offer made, but if an oil 
eoncession should not be granted to others on the sme terms as those so offered 
and so presented to the Company, the proferonce right of the Company shall 
eoutinue, at least x0 Jong as the provisions of article 7 of the Saudi Arab 
Concession remain in force. 

2 ‘The Company's preference right to acquire an cil concession covering 
the so-called neutral zone referred to in article 4 of the Saudi Arab Concession 
‘shall be a right to equal, with respect to the rights of the Government in the 
neutral zone, the torms and conditions which may be obtained by the Sheikh of 
Kuwait for a concession covering his rights in the neutral zone. Tn the absence 
of any grant of an oil concession covering such rights of the Sheikh of Kuwait, 
the Government will endeavour to reach vermont with the Sheikh of 
Kuwait whereby the company will be permitted to acquire an oil concession 
covering the rights of the Government and of the Sheikh of Kuwait in the neutral 
zone, Tn either of thea two events, the company shall have a period of thirty 
days from the date it receives written notice settlng forth in full the terme and 
conditions of the oil concession covering the righis of the Sheikh of Kuwait 
in the neatral zone, or covering the terms of the proposed concession embracing 
the rights of the Government and of the Sheikh of Kuwait in the neutral zone, as 
the case may be, within which to decide and to notify the Government whether oF 
not the Company wishes to acquire the oil concession on auch terms. If the 
‘Company does not wish. to do so, the Government is free to negotiate with others, 
but if the oil coticession should not be granted to others on the same terms as those 
offered to the Company, the preference right of the Company sball continue, at 
leant to long asthe provisions of article 7of the Sandi Arab Concession remain in 

force. 

3. Article 22 of the Saudi Arab Concession states that the use of aeroplanes 
shall be the subject of a separate agreement. One purpose of the present letter 
is to set forth the agreement as to this point. In view of the restrictions now 
prevailing in Saudi Arabia as to the use of aeroplanes within the country 
anyone other than the Government, it is hereby agreed that 40 long as suc 
restrictions remain in force, the Governinent will undertake to provide, at the 
request and at the expense of the Company, stich aeroplane service as the Compan 
may consider advisable for the purpose of its operations within the area cov 

the Sandi Arab Concession. Such service shall be limited to the parposes of 
the enterprise If any aeroplane photographs should be taken for geologial or 
mapping purposes, the Government and the Company shall each receive copies, 
also at the expense of the Company. 

4. The consent of the Government mast be obtained before the Compam 
shall have any right to examine the so-called nestral zoe referred to in article 3 
of the Saudi Arah Concession. 
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5. The provisions of article 38 of the Sandi Arab Concession shall also 
apply to this agreement. 

Tn order to confirm the above agreement, will you be kind enough to sign 
below under the heading “* Agreement Confirmed." Tam sending this letter in 
triplicate, and upon the return of two copies signed by you, as well as the two 
Signed copies of the Arabic text, they will be forwarded with the 
Concession to the offices of the Company in San Francisco for ratific 
Company there, after which one signed and ratified copy af the Fi 
“Arabic text heréof will be returned to the Government. 

Very truly yours, 
(Signed) LN. HAMILTON, 
On behalf of Standard Oil Company 
‘of California, 
Agreement Confirmed. 


(Signature and seal) 
On behalf of the Saudi Arab Government 


‘This agreement is made between his Excellency Sheikh Abdulla Sulaiman 
Al Hamdan, Minister of Finance of Saudi Arabia, acting on behalf of the Saudi 
‘Arab Government (hereinafter referred to as the ‘' Government’) of the one 
rt, and William J. Lonahan, acting on behalf of California Arabian Standard 
Dil Company (horcioafver referred 10-a8 the" Company") of the other part. 
it is hereby agreed between the Government and the Company in manner 
following :— 


Awricu 1 


greement, is supplemental 
Snuidi Ara Concession ") 


addressed by L. 
California, to and accep 
Hamdan, on behalf of th 
Arab Concession. 


ie Governt 


Annicur 2. 


‘Sandi Arab Concession and the Second Principal Agreement have been 
duly eanafered to and vestal in the” Company (party hereto) after notification 
to and with the consent of the Government, all in aceordance with article 32 
of the Saudi Arab Concession, and the Company has duly undertaken and fulfilled 
fo date the duties and obligations of the ‘* Company "’ thereunder. 


Anricye 3. 


day of October, 1935 (corresponding to the 22nd day of 
Shaaban, ete Hi. the Company declas under article 10 of the Saudi ‘Arab 
Concession, that oil had been discovered in commercial quantities, and all the 
obligations of the Company attendant upon such declaration have been duly 


fulfilled to date. 
Aniene 4 


wernipent and the Company are now desirous of adding to and 
cane Bet tne Genera a  grafe to the Company bythe Saul Arab 
Cemecians, and of making such other modifications and alterations to the Saudi 
‘Arab Concession and to the Second Principal Agreement as hereinafter appear, 
fand the Company has undertaken fo make and the Government have consented to 
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receive, the following payments to or for the benefit of the Government in manner 
hereinafter provided, namely -— 


(a) ‘The sum of £140,000 English gold, or its equivalent, which sum shall 
become due upon the effective date of this Agreement 
(0) The sum of £20,000 English gold, or its equivalent annually as rental. 

‘The first of such payments, being rental for the year next following 

the effective date of this agreement, shall become due upon the first 

anniversary of the effective date of this agreement, and subsequent 

Payments shall become due upon each succeeding anniversary of the 

effective date of this agreement until the happening of any one of the 

following events, namely :— rs 

(1) Discovery of oil in commercial quantities within the additional 
territories described and referred to in part Two and in part 
Three of the schedule to this agreement, and which additional 
territories are hereinafter called the additional area.”* If 
the Company shall fail to declare so sooner, the date of 
discovery of oil in commercial quantities shall be the date of 
the completion and testing of a well or wells within the addi- 
tional area capable of producing, in accordance with first-class 
oilfild practice, at least 2,000 tons of oil per day for a period 
of thirty consecutive days 

(2) The rolinguishment by the Company of the whole of the additional 
area, 


If either of the events mentioned in (1) and (2) above shall occur during 
ie period intervening between any two anniversaries of the fective date of this 
‘agreement, the rental payable for the year in which such event occurs shall be 
only that proportion of the annual rental above mentioned as the number of days 
that have intervened between the preceding anniversary date and the date of the 
occurrence of the event mentioned above bears toa full year of 365 days. 


(0) The mm of £100,000 English gold, or its equivalent, upon discovery of 
‘il in commercial quantities within the additional areas aforesaid 


Each of the foregoing payments shall be made within thirty days from the 
date upon whigh it becomes due nd shall be made in accordance with and in the 
mariner provided in artioles 17 and 18 of the Saudi Arab Concession. 

“The foregoing payments are to be made by the Company in addition to any 
other payments by way of royalty or advance or otherwise already provided for 
ty the Saul Arab Coocewion ‘and yet unpaid, and without prejudice tothe right 

the Company to recovor advances already made under article 4, 6 and 11 and 
Yet to he mado under article 11 of the Saudi Arab Concession, and to recover 
‘Overpaid rental under articls 12 of the Saudi Arab Concession. 


Annie 5. 


From the effective date of this agreement, the terms and provisions of the 
Saudi Arab Concession, as herein amended, shall include and extend to— 

(@) All lands, islands, waters territories and interests included in article 2 of 
‘the Saudi Arab Concession, the description of which is repeated from 
the Saudi Arab Concession in Part One of the lule to this 
agreement, and 

(0) All lands, territories. and interests described and referred to in Part Two 
‘of the schedule to this agreement, and 

(6 All right, title and interest of the Government, now or hereafter, in 
‘ot to the two territories described in Part Three of the schedule of 
this ugreetnent and known respectively as the '' Saudi Arab-Kuwait 
Neutral Zone’ and the “ Saudi Arab-Iraq Neutral Zone,” and all 
Tights and interests of a maritime or of a territorial nature now or 
haeafter appertaining to such two zones or either. ope of them. 
Ant the Saudi Arab Concession shall be and is hereby modified to 
include all the lands, islands, waters, territories and interests of the 
Government described and referred to in the foregoing provisions 
of this article, and henceforth the Sandi Arab Concession as modified 
by the Second Principal Agreement and by this a it shall be 
read accordingly. And, for convenience, all sucl lands, islands, 
waters, territories and interests may be referred to as the ** Exclnsive 
area." 
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Anricu 6. 


‘The following special provisions shall be applicable and shall have force 
And eflet as from the eflective date of this agreement in regard to the Suudi- 
Amab-Kawait Neutral Zone and the Sandi Arab-Iraq Neutral Zone:— 


(@) Computation of royalty accruing to the Government on oil and natural 
‘obtained from the Saudi Arab-Kuwait Zone and from the Sandi 
Kirab-Traq Neutral Zone shall be governed by the royalty provisions 
of the Saudi Arab Concession; it being understood, however, that 
the royalty as provided therein shall be payable to the Government 
‘oly on that proportion of the total oil and natural gas so obtained 
‘as Is represented by the Government's interest in the said neutral 
zones, respectively, 

{#) The Company shall be entitled to enter into such agreement or agree 
ents as it deems necessary or desirable to enable the Company 
alone or with another or others or through, the medium of another 
company or other companies formed by (either alone ot in con: 
Junction with others), to prospect for and develop and remove the 

‘troleum and other hydrocarbon substances of and from the Saudi 
Krab-Kuwait Neutral Zone and the Saudi Arab-Irag Neutral Zone 
or either one of such zones; provided, however, that there shall be 
ho violation of the provisions of article 32 of the Saudi Arab Con 
Geasion. So far aa the Company or any company or companieg 
formed by it ia concerned, any wach agreement may contain the right 
of transport forall purpotes of the enterprise by all manter of means 
‘Of carriage over and along all Ways. within tho Saudi Arab-Kuyait 
Neutral Zone and the Saudi Arab-Iraq Neutral Zone or either one 
of them and to and from any point of points within the said, zones 
from and to any point or points within Sandi Arabia, And the 
Fight in respect of the Saudi-Arab-Kuwait Neutral Zone to nse any 
ports or waterways freo of all foes, duos, assessments and charges 
‘Of any nature ot kind, whateoever, in accordance with article 21 of 
the Saudi Arab Concession, 

(6) Tho Company may promote a company ot companies of a nationality 
‘ucceptable to the Government to explore and prospect for and 
exploit, remove and export petroleum and other hydrocarbon 
Reetancer In-and from both or in and from each ot in and from either 
‘of the said two neutral zones. 


Anricux 7 
‘The provisions of article 9 of the Saudi Arab Concession shall henceforth 
be replaced by the following provisions, namely :— 

For a period of ten years from the effective date of this agreement, 
the Company shall be under no obligation to relinquish to the Government 
any portion of the exclusive area covered by the Saudi Arab Concession, 
‘as modified by this agreement. Upon the expiration of this ten-yeur period, 
‘and from time to time thereafter, the Company shall relinquish to the 
Government such portions of the exchisive area as the Company may decide 
pot to explore further, or to use otherwise in connexion with the enterprise 
The portion so relinquished shall thereupon be released from the terms and 
conditions of the Saudi Arab Concession, ax modified hy this agreement; 
Provided, however, that the Company shall, nothwithstanding, such 
Felinquishment, continue to enjoy the right reserved by the Saudi Arab Con- 
Cession to use the portions so relinquished for transportation and communica- 
tion facilities, the Company interfering as little a8 practicable with any 
ther use to which the Government may desire the relinquished portions to 
be put 


Annici 8. 


That portion of article 19 of the Sandi Arab Concession reading as 
follows: “during cach year following the date of completion of this plant, the 
Company shall offer free to the Government, in bulk, 200,000 American gallons of 

ine and 100,000 American gallons of kerosene, it being understood that the 


facilities provided by the Government for accepting these deliveries shall not 
[27587] a4 
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impede or endanger the Company's operations” shall be and the same is hereby 
amended to read a8 follows :— 


During the year following the first auniversary of the effective date of this 
agreement, and during each year thereafter, up to and including the year ending 
da the anniversary of the elective date of this agreoment west follenion, te 
discovery of oil in commercial quantities within the territories described and 
referred to in Part Two and Part Three of the schedule to this agreement, the 
Company shall offer free to the Government, in bulk, 1,300,000 American gallons 
of gasoline and 100,000 American gallons of kerosene. 

During the year commencing on the anniversary of the effective date of this 
agreement next following such discovery of oil in commercial quantities, and 
during each subsequent year of the Saudi Arab Concession as amended by this 
agreement, the Company shall offer free to the Government, in balk, 
2,300,000 American gallons of gasoline and 100,000 American gallons of kerosene. 

Itiis understood that, following the completion of the said plant, the gasoline 
‘and kerosene offered to the Government in bulk as aforesaid ‘shall be delivered 
to the Government at or in the immediate vicinity of the said plant. ‘The 
facilities provided by the Government for accepting deliveries shall not impede 
or endanger the Company operations. 


Anne 9 


From the effective date of this agreement, all the rights and privileges 
conferred by article 22 of the Saudi Arab Concession may be exercised by the 
Company (@) anywhere in the “exclusive area” described in article 5 of this 
agreement; (b) anywhere in the area covered by the concession granted on the 
day of July, 1996, to the Petroleum Concessions (Limited) (it being understood 
that the exercie of thee rights by the Company in the area covered by the con- 
cession granted to the Petroleum Concessions (Limited) does not include the right 
to exploit oil therein, nor will it damage the property of the Petroleum Concessions 
imited) or impede its operations and interests, ot interfere therewith, The 
jovernment shall be the sole judge to determine this); (c) anywhere in the Saudi 
Amb-Kuwait Neutral Zone and in the Saudi Arab-Iraq Nentral Zone, to the 
full extent that the Government is entitled to grant such rights and privileges 
with respect to said two neutral zones, 

‘The rights and privileges conferred by article 22 of the Saudi Arab 
Concession may not be exercised by the Company in any other portion of Sandi 
Arabia, however, except with the express consent and approval of the Govern- 
mont: but it is understood, of course, that should the Company, in order to 
exercise the rights and privileges conferred by article 22 of the Saudi Arab 
Concession, require rights of way from the territories described and referred 
to in Part Two of the schedale to this agreement to the area covered by. the 
‘concession granted to the Petroleum Concessions (Limited) on the 9th day of Tuly, 
19346, the Government will not withhold approval of such rights of way 


Anricce 10, 


The Saudi Arab Concession, as amended by this agreement, shall, with 
respect to the territories described and referred to in Part Two and in Part 
The of the acedle to this agreement. continue in full fore and efi fora 

riod of six irs from the expiration of the sixty-year period wided in 
Petia t of the Sandi Arab Conconton eens 


Anricue 11. 


‘The provisions of atticle 9 of the Saudi Arab Concession and of para- 
Braphs 1, 2 and 4 of the Seoond Principal Agreement, in so far only ad! anid 
Provisions relate to the Saudi Arab-Kuwait Neutral Zone, are superseded by the 
Provisions of this agreement. ; 


Awricue 12 


It is hervby declared that the preference right granted to the Compan 
article 3 of the Sandi Arab (Coecenston and by the ‘Seoond Principal pred 
are as regards the “exclusive area” defined in article 5 of this agreement, 
shall remain in full force and eflect during the term of sixty years from the 
‘effective date of this agreement, 





a7 


Axrue 13 


‘As modified by the foregoing provisions of this agreement, the Saudi Arab 
fleck (excepting to the extent to which certain provisions of the Ssudi Arab 
Concession and the Second Principal Agreement shall have already been compli 
with and are therefore of no further validity) to the intent that, as from the 
eMfective date of this agreement, all three docoments shall be read together as 
and shall form one agreement. 


Anmicte 14. 


‘This agreement has been drawn up in English and in Arabi 
Sihstona article 85 of the Sandi Arab Concession shall apply 


Agreement 


and the 
to this 


Awnictr 15, 
i lication in 
Phe effective date of this agreement shall be the date of its publ 
Saudi Arabia, folowing the ratiteation of this agreement by the Company. and 
by the Governinent. 


ide after b 
Te is understood that this agreement, after being 


Signed this 31st day of May, 1930 (corresponding to the 12th day of Rabi 


‘Thani, 1368, AH.) 
The Schedule above referred to, 


Pant Oxe. 


o vn Saudi Arabia, from its eastern boundary (including islands 
and terstorial waters) westward to the westerly edge of the Sahava, and from 
the northern boundary to the southern boundary of Saudi Arabia, provided that 
from the northern end of the westerly edge of the Dahana, the westerly boundary 
of the area in question shall continue in a straight line north 30° west to the 
northern boundary of Sandi Arabia, and from the southern end of the westerly 
‘edge of the Dahana such boundary shall continue in.a straight line south 30° east 
to the southern boundary of Saudi Arabia. 


Paxr Two. 


The following two areas in Sandi Arabia :— — 
All that portion of Northern Sandi Arabia south of Traq and south an 
cast of poseratel which is bounded on the east, south, and west by the 
following lines : (a) on the east, by a line commencing at the northern end of the 
westerly edge of the Dahand and running in a straight line north 90 
west to the northern boundary of Saudi Arabia; (b) on the south, by a line 
‘commencing at the northern end of the westerly edge of the Dahana and running 
in a westerly direction along the northern edge of the Great Nefud (leaving the 
Great Nefud outside) to the north-west corner thereof, and thence in a straight 
line passing through Tebuk, to the eastern boundary of the area covered by the 
‘concession granted on the th day of July, 1938, to the Petroleum Concessions 
(Limited); and (c) on the west, by a line commencing at the point wherethestraight. 
































































































































58 
line mentioned above joins the eastern boundary of the area covered by the 
concession granted to the Petroleam Concessions (Limited), and thence running in 
4 northerly direction, along the eastern boundary of the area covered by the 
concession granted to the Petroleum Concessions (Limited), until it reaches the 
present northern limits of the territory under the administration of Saudi Arabia, 
Which adjoins the southern area end of Transjordania, 

(2) All that eouthern portion of Saudi Arabia which is bounded on tbe east, 
north, west and south by the following lines » (2) on the east by a line commencing 
at the southern end of the westerly edge of the Dabana and running in a straight 
Tine some 30" east to the southern boundary of Saudi Arabia; (8) on the 
north, by a line commencing at the southern end of the westerly edge of the 
Dahaha and running in a westerly direction, 50. kilom. south of the most 
southerly branch of th it 50 kilom. south of the 
source of the Wadi Dawasir and thence continuing in a straight line to the north- 
‘east corner of the boundary line between Yemen and Saudi Arabia; (¢) on the 
wwest, by line commencing at the point where the straight line mentioned above 
joins the north-east corner of the boundary line between Yemen and Saudi Arabia, 
land thence running in a southerly direction, along the eastern boundary of the 
Kingelom of Yemen, until it reaches the southern boundary of Saudi Arabia; and 
(d) on the south, by a line running along the southern boundary of Saudi Arabia 
between the moet southernly limits of the lines mentioned under (a) and (c) above. 

















Pant Taree 


All the territory known as the Saudi Arab-Kuwait Neutral Zone, including 
islands and territorial waters if any which are or may become a part thereof, a1 
all the territory known as the Saudi Arab-fraq Neutral Zone. 





On behalf of the Sandi Arab Government. 


On behalf of the California 
Arabian Standard Oil Company 





59 


CHAPTER III. 





RAQ. 





Bagdad, 12th October, 1943, 
WITH reference to my telegram No. 942 of the 6th October, I have the 
nour to offer the following observations on the new chamber. 

2 ate figures some sixty-five of the members of the last chamber 
have returned, thirty others have been in one or more previous parliaments and 
bout twenty are new men. Most of the sixty-five Deputies who were in the last 
Parliament supported, under duress, Rashid Ali's dismissal of the Regent, but all 
Of the vehement and convinced adherents of his anti-British policy have been 
eliminated. In its general character, the chamber is vory much like most of its 
predecessors. [thas no novel features and it may be relied upon to act in much the 
Same way as other chambers have acted in the past 

3. "There are one or two men with dubious personal records, a murder or two 
for which they escaped conviction, or perhaps an abuse of their official position 
for personal gain, for which they have not been brought to book, but such men 
have alway found places in every Iraqi Parliament, and their presence in the 
new chamber gives no particalar cause for political anxiety. 

4. At the official opening of Parliament on tho 9th October, the Speech 
from the Throne was short, and merely intimated that the chief work of the 
ession would be to consider the amendments to the Organic Law passed by the 
last Parliament, and to propare a now electoral law which would harmonive with 
the spirit of these amendments. 

% The Prime Minister thinks: that the Organic Law will bo passed 
without much difficulty in the chamber, because most of the members wore 
Hominated by the Regent. but he foresees thit Hix Royal Highnoss’s recent 
obstinate and unwarranted interference in the preparation of tho lists of govern- 
ment candidates for the elections has perturbed many of and that in 
consequence there may be some reluctance in the Upper House to agree to the ew 
































Powers given to the Crown in this law. 
6. "Lam sending copies of this despatch to the Minister of State resident in 
fiddle East, His Majesty's Minister at Tebran and the Governor-General of 





T have, &e, 
KINAHAN CORNWALLIS, 


SSS 
[E 7266/480/03) No 9 


Sir K. Cornwallis to Mr, Eden—{Receiced 28rd November.) 
307) 





Bagdad, 6th November, 1943. 

IT will be within your recollection that, when in October 1942 Nuri Pasha 
reformed the then most recent of his many Cabinets, the most important of the 
hew appointments was the transfer of Saleb Jabr, who had shown himself a 
courageons and determined Minister of the Interior during the difficult. days of 
the previos summer, to the Ministry of Finance, which at that time was 
Tesponsible for all supply questions. It was confidently hoped that the new 
Minister would display as much decision and enterprise in his new post as in his 
Previous appointment, and it was anticipated that he would lose no time in 
applying the rigorous, and even drastic, measures which all thinking persons 
Fealised alone could cushion a backward and unprepared country against the 
impact of the economic difficulties which the war was increasingly bringing in its 
train. In particular, it was fondly believed that the relatively young and 

ive Saleh Jabr would willingly avail himself of expert outside assistance 
in the discharge of his onerous responsibilities, and we, indeed, envisaged the 
early recruitment of experienced British mel _who would be granted 
executive powers and, in effect, function in the Ministry of Finance as a 
Directorate-General of Supply, controlling imports, applying rationing schemes, 
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directing the best use of home production, and the like, Unhappily, these 
‘optimistic expectations were soon to prove groundless. Saleh Jabr, who had lat 
married a lady of strong personality but local outlook from Hillah, display 
small enthasiasm towards the enlistment of foreign staff, and even failed to make 
any adequate use of such officers as Major Page, who was already at work in his 
Ministry, All too quickly it became apparent that the new Minister of Finance 
harboured a variety of preconceived notions about the problems of the hour, and, 
furthermore, that, while he was loud in his protestations about ruthless action 
against “economic fifth columnists,”” important vested interests anxious to profit 
from the rising tide of speculation and inflation would be enabled to do so with 
impunity. 

2 As the remorveless weeks and the world entered upon the 
historic year 1943, the difficulties of the Minister of Finance increased, and 
fairness it must be recorded that he sought to remedy some of his errors, thou 
it gradually became more and more evident that the job was too big for him. At 
least, howe ‘one accused him of corruption. During the first quarter of the 
yoar a British officer, Colonel Le Blanc, was made Director-General of Transport 
With executive powers, and his appointment has proved an outstanding success 
‘Then, following the enactment of the new ‘Law for the Regulation of the 
Economic Life of the Country,"” a. variety of notifications aimed at hoarders 
speculators and the better distribution of necessities were issued with Saleh 

abe's support. ‘They led to a temporary drop in price, but, profiters soot 
recovered courage when nothing was done to enforce the new regulations. Here 
Saleh Jabr suffered through the Cabinet reshuffle in June, which took him back 
to Interior, leaving the Ministry of Finance in the vicious hands of Jelal Baban, 
who, having provioualy loudly criticised the Government's enforcement policy, 
which, had it been applied, would have affected his personal interests, p 
to sabotage everything that was being attempted, ‘The few weeks Saleh Jabr 
spent in his now Ministry before proceeding on leave to Palestine in the latter 
half of July were primarily occupied by the last and most difficult stages of the 
barley nogotintiona. Tat. in dhe end we were ble to secure. a written contract 
for 200,000 tons was largely due to his co-operation. 

3 If Lave dwelt in some detail onthe disappointment that was Saleh 
abr, it in because, in the light of subsequent events, his early inability to rise to 
the occasion may be regarded ax sornething of a turning-point in Iraq's war-time 
history, By his failure Saleh Jabe led the country down. a twisting road that 
has grown more and more difficult for the rattletrap administrative machine to 
nogotiate, and it is now painfully clear, even to local politicians, that it has neither 
the power nor the gearing to continve much farther without an effective 
readjustment of its Cabinet load and without extraneous help in the persons of 
skilled mechanics. It is unfortunate that in the twelve months that have elapsed 

ice October 1042 the supply of the latter has been sharply reduced by other 
demands, and Iraqi Ministers, who are now reconciled to the enlistment of 
British executives, find them bard to get. Such, in general terms, is the position 
‘nll th end of July, by which date we had completed the arducus and 
‘wearisome harley negotiations, the politico-economic health of the country had 
deteriorated steadily, but not too rapidly. The sweltering heat of midsummer 
ushered in, however, a period of slackness and confusion which has increased the 
downward pace. ‘There have been squabbles in the Cabinet, and recently, some 
snarling between the Regent and his Ministers. Nuri Pasha has been unwell and 
Yaluable time has heen wasted during bis two absences. The elections—if, indeed, 


the selection of parliamentarians in this country can be so euphemistically 


described—vere a further disturbing ‘And, finally, there was a_ good 
deal of pother over the arrangements for the Regent's visit to the United 
Kingdom. For all these and some other reasons, I have found it hard since my 
fetuen from favs in September (opin any member of the Corerament down to 
harsh realities. It was only when the Regent was safely on his way that on the 
30th October I at last matiaged to corner the Prime Minister for an interview 
that, I believe, attained an all-time high in its duration, for we conversed together 
without a break for four hours and twenty minutes. 

T did not mince words. By his persistent preoccupation over his dreams 
‘of “haute politique,” by his dislike of detail, and by his perhaps natural 
Feluctance 19 offend powerful agricultural and mercantile vested interests, as 
‘well as by his tendency to let thorny domestic questions slide in the hope that 
something may turn up to solve them without Lf epee or unpopular efiort on 
his part, Nuri Pasha cannot escape blame for the existing state of affairs. 
attacked his Excellency for the endless failure of his Governments to tackle the 
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‘economic problem honestly and boldly, for the manner in which they have 
tolerated dishonesty and inefficiency in the public services, for the resultant 
weakness and corruption in the police, the unreliability of the army, 
mishandling of the Kurds, the shameless land-grabbing carried on by promi 
personalities, the geueral lack of courageous leadership and the wide gulf between 
the Government and the people. I complained, too, of the harmful effects of 
Widespread nepotism and abont the low moral tone of public life. T emphasised 
that now was the time to improve the Administration and to carry out much- 
needed reforms aud modernisation. And I expressed my fear that, if everything 
‘were allowed fo drift on as at present, the eventual departure of the British forces 
would inevitably give rise to grave internal dangers. In this connexis 
Teminded the Prime Minister that there had been a radical change in the attitude 
of the people during the last twenty years, They were no longer as long-suffering 
as of yore. In the towns especially, education had brought about. a new outlook, 
and T warned hie Excellency that, unless account were taken of these facts, the 
old order might be very rudely disturbed at no very distant date, I urged that 
the time had come to act He should have done with corrupt Ministers such as 
Jelal Baban. T could also, if pressed, name other politicians of like kidney, Steps 
to strengthen and cleanse the Adminiatration should be put in hand without 
ay. 
5. Nuri Pasha did not contest one of my statements. He confessed that the 
general deterioration in the politico-economie situation had been, worrying him 
greatly. He was determined to do all in his power to halt the decline, To begin 
‘he would like to appoint a Deputy Prime Minister, and he had Tbrahim 
al ia mind as a candidate (che latter has since been sounded informally and 
has refused). He would act enorgetically to show speculators and profiteers that 
their field day was almost over, and, indeed, the Higher Supplies Committee had 
already taken certain decisions to that end.” Moreover, 1 could rest assured that 
Colonel Baylise—whoae services have lately been secured from the Middle Bast 
Supply Centre and who will, I trast, in due course be appointed Director-General, 
Tmporte—would receive fuli support in his work, As mands the civil service, 
raft law was in preparation to set up special courts for dealing with officials 
ftceused of malpracticns, while at the same timo he contemplated improving 
ftalaries (especially those of the police) and other conditions of service for public 
servants paid less than LD. 20 per month. (In the case of the police, he hax 
Already made good his word.) I suggested that the administration of the 
rorinces would improve if oficials were aubjocted to constant inspection snd 
sounded his, Excelle t -y regarding the employment of Britis 
moaned tative iaapectors.. After some relection, the Prime. Minister observed 
that Iraq. would be in need of this clans of inspector for many years, and he 
thovght that a few such officers—say, four--might be appointed in the near 
future. Nuri Pasha algo expressed himself anxious to engage additional British 
police oficers, bat he made dificulies, ax he an done before, about their pay, and 
Jo conclusion was reached beyond an agreement to discuss the matter further at 
‘an early date. In spite of his words, I doubt, whether ho wishes to employ either 
Administrative or police inspectors. But be expressed his eagerness to secure the 
Services of a British agricultural expert, a forestry officer, a specialist in co-opera. 
tive societies and a geologist. His Excellency warned me to expect early official 
requests for suitable candidates 4 
6. You will have gathored that our conversation ranged over a wide field. 
I believe the Prime Minister is sincere in his desire to achieve results, Ay 
from any other consideration, he is astute enough to be convinced, al 
telatedly, that the tide of, at any rate urban, discontent is rising and that he i 
‘ially much criticised. This realisation on the part of Nuri Pasha i 
Iistrated ty the disposition he has displayed, in other talks with ime recently on 
how best to realign and complete the Cabinet, to consider the appointment of 
men other than old political hacks. He hopes to reconstitute his Cabinet within 
the next fortnight, and one can only hope that his outlook will not change. 
‘ction in the economic sphere need not be delayed by the Regent’s absence; and 
here T should like to add that Colonel Bayliss, while in no way underestimating 
the complexities of bis task, told Mr. Thompson the other night. that he was by 
hho means pessimistic. Provided he continued to enjoy the goodwill and co-opera. 
tion that the Acting Minister of Finance (Abdul Tilah Hafidh) is at present 
extending to him, and assuming he secured the trained staff for whom he is at 
resent negotiating with Persia-Iraq Force and the Middle East Supply Centre, 
Tiewed the future with some confidence. This question of experienced 
is of paramount importance, and I have caused Colonel Bayliss to be assured that 
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in this and other directions he may count ou my fullest support, For the rest; 1 
will continue to do all that I can to galvanise the Government into rene 
initiative and endeavour. 

7. 1am sending copies of this despatch to the Minister of State Resident 
in the Middle East, the Governor-General of India, the Political Intell 
Centre, Middle East, and to His Majesty's Consular Officers at Basra and Mosul, 

Thave, &. 
KINAHAN CORNWALLIS. 
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Sir K, Cornwallis to Mr. Eden —(Receited 26th November.) 
(No. 401) 
Sir, Bagdad, 12th November, 1943, 
SOON after my retarn to Bagdad on the 16th September a political crisis 
developed which nearly led to the fall of the Cabinet. Gn the 18th September the 
Prime Minister's doctor informed me that his Excellenoy urgently needed rest a§ 
he was suffering from low blood-pressure combined with azwemia. 1 discussed 
with Nuri Pasha what, in the circumstances, hie had best do. With my encourage> 
ment he decided to go to Palestine for treatment until the opening of Parliament 
on the 0th October, He hoped that the choice of offcinl candidates, (or the 
lections had been desided and that he could without difficulty absent himself for 
‘fortnight from the country, He accordingly arranged to leave by British Air- 
ways on the 20th September. On the 26th September hix Excellency was, however, 
confronted with unexpected difficulties. The Minister for Foreign Affairs, who 
had for some time been restive, resigned becatise ho was dissatisfied generally with 
thomnner in which candidates forelection were being chosen, and sharp di 
ments were fond to exist among other Ministers concerning the cla 
number of individuals for inclusion in the official list 
All his powers of eajolery, persuaded Nasrat al Farisi to remain 
alter Varliament had met and, by juggling akilflly with ten 
trived to natinfy the more pressing electic of hi 
these meamnres brought only a very fleeting détente, for when his Excellen 
final list of candidates, the Regent blandly produ 
0 which he urged the Prime Minister to accept. Hurried 
discustions and consultations followed and some measure of axreeme 
reached. The Cabinet (except the Minister for Foreign Affairs, who at thin xtage 
Abraptly made bis resignation final) were willing to approve a ineye number of the 
Regent's nominees, but Hix Royal Highness made two conditions which they found 
ithnrd to accept. He stipulated that no sons or brothers of ministers or prominent 
officials, such ns mintesarifs, should be nominated, and insisted on the inclusion of 
five shiahs belonging to a group which for some time had been political enemies 
of Salih Jabr as well as strong critics of the Cabinet, Up to the evening of the 
7th September the difficulty had not been resolved and on the following morning 
His Royal Highness asked me to go to see hit. 
2." I found him critical of his ministers and ovidently resolved to sack the 
Jot unless they accepted his list of candidates nem. eon. His quaint plan was to 
make the Lord Mayor of Bagdad, Arshad al Umari, Prime Minister, with a team 
comprising Tashin Ali, Tahsin al Askari, Salman al Barraq and some others of 
even less consequence. ‘The thoughtless and irresponsible way in which Hix Royal 
Highness had juggled these names together was revealed by his remarks that he 
had found Tashin Ali too stupid as Rais of the Royal Diwan and would be glad 
to get rid of him by making him rer of Defence. His Royal Highness did 
not want to ask Thrahim Kamal to form a Cabinet as it was not likely that he 
would accept the Palace list of candidates, whereas Arshad al Umari was 
prepared to swallow it whole. I advised the Regent that I thought it was 
unconstitutional for him to demand the acceptance of his list in foto and that it 
‘was unwise of him to precipitate an acute crisis becanse his ministers had shied 
at the names of the few shiahs for whose nomination he was pressing so strongly. 
If he wished to dismiss the Cabinet he should choose better ground than this on 
which to take a stand. I left His Royal Highness apparently in a good humour, 
but later in the day his mood darkened and in the afternoon he went off suddenly 
to his country House at Salah-ud-Din (near Arbil), though his original plan was 
to have retained in Bagdad until the following day. The Cabinet thereupon held 
& special meeting at which they agreed to accept ninety-one oat of the Regent's 
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105 nominations, but raised objection to the remaining fourteen. Further 
negotiations conducted by courier during the three-day holiday of the Id al Fitr, 
Which began on the 30th September, resulted in an offer by the Prime Minister to 
Accept eight more of His Koyal Highness list, not iucinding the five shah to 
whom be and his colleagues had taken exception. Salih Jabr and Jalal Baban 
refused, however, to agree to this solution and resigned. Thereafter, a few 
further adjustments having been made, a list of candidates acceptable’ to both 
the Regent and the remaining members of the Cabinet was drawn up and the 
elections took place throughout the country on the Sth and 6th October. The 
results showed that some sixty-five of the members of the last Chamber had been 
returned, and that of the remainder thirty had been in one or more previous 
Parliaments and about twenty were new meu. Alll of the vehement, and convinced 
supporters of Rashid Ali's anti-British policy were eliminated, In its general 
character the new Chamber is very much like most of its predecessors and it may 
be relied upon to act in much the same way as other Chambers have acted in the 


3, At the official opening of Parliament on the 9th October the Speech from 
the Throne was short and merely intimated that the chief work of the session 
would be to cousider the amendinents to the Organic Law passed by the last 
Parliament and to prepare a new electoral law which would harmonise with the 
spirit of these amendments. Muhammad al Sadr and Hamdi al Pachachi were 
reelected respectively President of the Senate and President of the Chamber. 

4, Parliament having got to work the Prime Minister was at last able to 
snatch a bare fortnight’s rest. He left by air for Palestine on the 11th October 
and returned on the 23rd October in time to supervise the constitutional arrange: 
ments made necessary by the Regent's impending absence on a, visit to the United 
Kingdom and to deal with the opposition that was threatened in the Senate to.the 
Law Amending the Constitution, ‘This measure passed through the Chamber 
without difficulty, but in the Senate an attempt seems to have heen made to make 
it the occasion for criticism of the elections. This trouble was, however, soon 
disposed of by the Prime Minister, and the Senate passed tho law at,their third 
meeting. 

5. Early in September the Bagdad radio and press suddenly opened 
attacked on Zionism, Much of the matter used wax historioal and comment 


6. Nuri Pasha took the line that the propagauda of the Zionist extremists 
had remained unanswered long enough; in America a strong anti-Arab campa 
was in progres and be had therefore lifted the ban which in Traq had for along 
time been placed on all publicity about the Jewish problem in Palestine. He 
undertook, however, to insist on moderation and to consider callin 


the 


7. This anti-Zionist outburst much alarmed the large local Jevish popula. 
tion and many were apparently persuaded to believe that it had been encoara, 

y British influence. Among the Jews, and to a lesser extent among the Arabs, 
the idea was canvassed that the British were pro-Arab and the Americans pro- 
‘Jew, and care was taken by interested persons to see that suspicions that we were 
the real instigators of anti-Zionist feeling among the Arabs were brought to 
American notice. The American Legation were informed of the facts, but the 
arrival of Colonel Newoombe on the 13th September for a week's intense contact 
ing of Arab Nationalists was pointed to by many as a further evidence of British 
sympathy for Arab nationalism. On the other hand, the colonels outspoken 
sondemaation toa prose meeting ‘of noisy clanour about, Palestine as damaging to 
Arab reputation in the United Kingdom and the United States seems to have 
had a good effect. 
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8. The action taken! by the French authorities on the 11th November against 
the Lebanese Government after the Lebanese Parliament had amended the Consti- 
tution deeply shocked public opinion in this country. It is too early yet to attempt 
to forecast what further reactions may result, but I fear that, unless the French 
find a more conciliatory method of dealing with the situation than that of keeping 
the members of the Lebanese Government under arrest, both the Iraqi Govern 
meat and the Trad: people will fel obliged to express opealy their indignation 
and resentment, Meanwhile, what has occurred illustrates with brutal clarity 
the truth that the situation in Arab countries can change ont of all recognition in 
the short space of a few hours 

9. During September Mulla Mustafa, the Barzani chieftain who escaped 
from detention in Sulaimani in July, was joined by a Turkish outlaw named 
Said Birokhi and several Iraqi fugitive criminals and towards the end of the 
month he successfully raided a number of police posts in the Mergasur area to 
the north-west of Rowandwz. Police reinforcements were sent to deal with the 
situation, but in a fight with Mustafa’s forces in the hills about 30 miles north- 
west of Rowanduz they lost five men killed and @ number of rifles and light 
‘automatics and withdrew in some confusion. The tribesmen's next move was to 
threaten the Nahiyab headquarters at Shirwan Mazin, where there was a police 
garrison of about twenty men with their families. The police station was not well 
Bited for defence, food supplies were shor, and on the 23rd October the garrison 
surrendered 

10, After this blow to the local prestige of the Government most of the small 
police posts in the Barzani area were evacuated and the Iraqi army took over the 
conduct of the operations against Mulla Mustafa. Orders were issued for the 
concentration of a force of about one mixed brigade in the disturbed area and the 
necessary movements had been finished by the end of October. In the meanwhile, 
‘Turkish’ forces had attacked Said Barokhi on the other side of the border, killing 
him and a number of his men. ‘This event and the show of force by the Traqi army 

parently lowered Mulla Mustafa's morale considerably, and he sent in a con- 
cillatory mewage to the officer commanding Iraqi troops. Further letters there- 
upon pawed between him and the Iraqi authorities, concluding in an offer of 
pardon by the Iraqi Government provided that Mulla’ Mustafn surrendered with- 
‘out delay and gave up the arms taken from the police. Mulla Mustafa replied 
that he would accept if I gave an assurance that his life would be spared and the 
terms offered properly observed. After obtaining from the Prime Minister certain 
awsurances which I considered necessary regarding the future treatment of the 
Barzani chiefs, I authorised the political adviser, Northern Area, to send a letter 
to Mulla Mustafa advising him to surrender on the terms offered to him. Hi 
reply, dated the 3rd November, was a categorical refusal to surrender to the Traqi 
Government and further negotiation was evidently useless 

11. On the 6th November Traqi troops and police made # reconnaissance in 
force from Margasur northwards in the direction of the Greater Zab River, the 
head of the British Military Mission and the Iraqi Deputy Chief of the General 
Staff being present with the troops. They soon met with spirited opposition and 
ont a number of men killed and woanded before abandoning the reconnaissance 
aud returning to their base. Two days later a similar and equally ineffective 
‘operation was carried out and on the 10th November a convoy moving from 

fowanduz to Mergasur was attacked by tribesmen and extricated with some 
difficulty from an uncomfortable situation, In these operations the Iraqi troops 
and police claim to have inflicted casualties on the tribesmen, but they them. 
selves have shown a lamentable lack of training in mountain warfare. ‘They have 
also lost three or four light automatics and many more rifles to the tribesmen. At 
the time of writing it seems doubtful whether there will be time before the 


‘uset of winter to attempt any further operations other than restricted patrolling 
1a. Anew, mtessrif, Wafig Habib, bas been appointed to Salaimani and 


Shaikh Mahmud’ eon, Baba Ali, has heen allowed ta return to his home. ‘The 
internment order passed against Latif (Baba Ali's younger brother) has also bees 
canceled mid thee i hope that he may be persuaded to return from Sarda, 
where he has been adding to the confusion already existing among the Kurds 
Tribes ott the Persian border. ae ee 
18, The Yexidi chieftains, Khalaf al Nasir and Khodaida Hamo Sharo, 
wore detained in Mosul in early September and Inter sent to live in Halahja, Tt 
the Sulinant Twa. ‘They had ten giving tule to the local authorities In 
the Sinjar, and it was tonal at a short spell of enforced resid ide 
their own tribal area would make them more amenable. Sastre 


cS 


14. M. Maisky arrived in Bagdad by the overland route in the early 
morning of the 6th October and left the following morning by car en route for 
Tehran. During his short stay he had an interview with Nuri Pasha, who told 
Me that M. Maisky was obvioucly eager that diplomatic relations between Moscow 
find Bagdad should be established as soon as possible. He was, however, deter- 
mined that the first official step towards this end should be taken’ by the Iraqi 

rament. Nari Pasha agreed in principle. to an exchange of diplomatic 
Tepresentatives, but, pleading the Cabinet difficulties and his own. imminent 
departure on leave under doctor's orders, deferred further action to a later date. 
The Prime Minister explained to me that it was his intention to await the outcome 
of the then forthcoming Moscow Conference and of the subsequent. conference 
Which he thought would take place between Mr, Churchill, President Roosevelt 
and Marshal Stalin. % 

15. The establishment of m Russian Legation in Bagdad would without 
Goabt excite much interest and speculation not only in the capital itself but 
throughout Iraq. Russian military successes have won as much popular admira 
tion here as they have elsewhere among the peoples of the United Nations, and the 
Social and industrial achievements of the Soviet Government, though only dimly 
understood, have attracted wide a ‘There is, moreover, in this country 
an old-established tradition of foreign interference, and among many of its people 
an inherited instinct for intrigue with foreign i will give to the 
advent of a Soviet diplomatic mission a special significance and importance, Tt 
is to be expected that many of the young men of the "loft wing” will hasten to 
Gstabliah personal contact with the members of the Soviet Mission and. that 
with customary oriental hypertole they will pour out their enthusiasm in adula~ 
tion and flattery. ‘The habitual intriguers too will be well up in the running and 
will eagerly seek to entagle the legation in their plots and schemes. The rumour- 
toongers and political prophets will also find in the arcana of Soviet foreign 
Policy rich field for the cultivation oftheir pouliar ideals and with the opening 
Of diplomatic relations between Iraq and Russia there must come a flood of tall 
about what this event portends for Iraq 5 

10. Mr. Wilson, the Minister Resident of the United States, lett Bagdad 
fon the 15th September, and his successor is expected to arrive with the rank of 
Minister Plenipotentiary bofore the end of November, ; 

17. The Iraqi Minister at Washington wax authorised in later October to 
sign, on behalf of the Iraqi Government, the United Nations Relief Rebabilita- 
tion Agreement ¥ 

18. The Iraqi Government accorded formal recognition to the new Lebanese 
Republic on the 18th October, and the Regent marked the ovension by sending him 
‘congratulations and good wishes to the Prosident. f 

18." Daud al Haidari bos taken up hi post ax Lraqh, Minister in London, 

20. The Regent left Bagdad by Royal Air Force aircraft on tho 
28th October to accept the invitation of His Majesty's Government to visit the 
United Kingdom. His uncle the Amir Zaid arrived two days later from 
Constantinople to act as Regent daring the Amir Abdul Iah's absence. He was 
worn in before Parliament on the following di’ 

21. Gratifying evidence of the goodwill of the people of this country 
towards Great Britain continues to come in from many quarters. Throughout 
September parties, official, semi-offcial and private, were given all over the 
country to celebrate the Allied victory over Italy. and T myself received nearly two 
hundred congratulatory telegrams. One shaikh of Amara expressed his pleasure 
in the event by purchasing £10,000 War Savings bonds and renouncing interes, 
‘and many others have bought. smaller quantities of bonds on similar'terms, In 
the provinces shaikbs and notables called in hundreds on the political advisory 
Officers to tell them how delighted they were by the great success won by the Allied 
armies in the Mediterranean, In everyday life, too, practical co-operation is 

constantly being shown as may be seen from the following examples. On the 
Lith Soptember the assistant provost marshal, 2nd Indian Division, reported of 

iad that.“ there was noticeable improvement in the relations between the civil 
police and the British military police,” and of Musaiyib the civil police 
iging and always willing to assist.” From Kirkuk, too, the report 

ce was that on all occasions requests for help had been met with 

courtesy and alacrity. On the morning of the ‘Id al Fitr the Iraqi army 
officers gave a party at their clnb in Bagdad to Muslim officers of the Indian 
army, and in the afternoon the Indian officers entertained the Tragi officers. The 
fund which I and my wife recently opened to provide Christmas presents for the 
British sailors, soldiers and airmen serving in this country provided another 
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opportunity to many to show their goodwill, and contributions have ved 

from all elses f the people and every part of the country. erga 
ave refrained from commenting in this despateh i 
problems of the hour, feeling that fr the Scent le eecal ? mce ro aoe 
will have been suliciently depicted in my despatch No, 307 of the ember, 
Bow on its way to you, Sr, by fat bg. nn NO of the th Novena 
23. Lam sending copies of this despatch to His Majesty's representatives at 
Cairo, Angora, Tebran, dedda and Beirat the Minister of State Raiden inthe 
Middle East, His Majesty's High Commissioner for Palestine and Transjordam, 
the Governor-General of India, General Headquarters, India, General Head 
quarters, Middle East, Political Intelligence Centre, Middle Hast, the Political 
ident in the Persian Gulf, the Political Agent at Koweit, and to His 

Majesty's Consular Officers at Basra and Mosul. y 
Thave, & 
KINAHAN CORNWALLIS. 
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Mr. Bden to Sir K. Cornwallis (Bo 
Re) 7. Biden to Sir K. Cornwallis (Bagdad), 
iF Foreign Office, B1at December, 
ON Thursday, the 4th November, His Royal H ‘ighness the sere ai ioe 
sucived inthis country on a visit to Their Majesties The King and Queen, 
his visit was arranged for the 10th and 11th November, "Por the remainder 
of his say, lustig until the 2nd December, His Royal Highness and tho members 
of his fete the guests of His Majesty's Government and, when in 
veer, accommodated at Claridge's Bee see ate ee 
2. Owing to the uncertainties of air travel it ranged s 
Highness should reach England tome days befare ie ine ef hi wit to hot 
Majesties and, bis departure from the Middle East being considerably earlier 
han had been anticipated, it appeared at one time likely that he might be 
expected on the $Ixt Oxtobor last,” He was, however, delayed for four days in 
Gibraltar, during which time he wan entertainied by the Acting Governor and, 
1 understand, took the opportunity to make an unoflicial excursion into Spain. 
‘he airport at which Is Royal Highest should bave landed in Tenglaod was 
fogbound on the day of his arrival, but it fortunately proved possible to bring 
him to an airport only some 80 miles distant. He was conveyed thence by 
var id Jypetam, where he wax met by the Traqi Minister, Colonel Sir Bric 
“rankahaw, Secretary of the Government Hospitality Fund, and Mr. Jobn 
Chaplin, representing myself, and greeted by the Lord Lientenant 
Assistant Chief Constable of the county. On arrival at Paddington Station, 
is Royal Highness was mot by His Royal Highiess the Duke of lowcester, on 
Uehalf of the Rang, and by representatives of Hin Majesty's Government and of 


ler of the Lord Chamberlain's Office, was also 
e foyal Highness was the guest y's Govern 
Boi peeps was in Aliendancs 68 officio. dere res 
I. His Royal Highness was fetched from Claridge’s Hotel to Bucl 
Palace at 5°45 p.m. ‘on Wednesday, the 10th November.” The Flint me 
of his visit, which, under war conditions, was shorn of all ceremonial, is given 
in two memoranda issued by the Lord Chamberlain's Office, of which copies 
are enclosed.(') On the day of his arrival the Regent bestowed upon The 
ing the Chain of the Hishimite Order, which is restricted to heads af 
States, and had also been conferred upon His Inte Majesty King George V by 
the late Kinig Faisal I of Iraq; His Royal Highness hitneelt received Fora Hie 
Majesty the insignia of honorary Knight Grand Cross of the Victorian Order, 
including, in view of his Royal status, the Collar of the Order. Otherwise, no 


(1) Not printed. 


or 


decorations were conferred in connexion with the visit, The Emir Abdulillah 
flso made personal gifte of Iraqi silver and silks to Their Majesties and to 
Their Royal Highnestes the Princess Elizabeth and the Princess Margaret Rose, 
being given in return a pair of iit eups, by which he was mich grated, 
‘The visit eaded at 10 am. on Friday, the 12th November, but before finally 
leaving the United Kingdom His Royal Highness called again to bid farewell to 
The King on the 1st December. 

3. During the periods 4th-10th November and 12th November-2nd Decem- 
ber the Regent, as the guest of His Majesty's Government, carried out an 
extensive programme, of which a copy forms the third enclosure to this despatch.) 
Tn accordance with your Escellency’s suggestion arrangements were made for 
him pot only to visit naval, military and air establishments and factories 
Producing war equipment, but also to gaia some impression of current activities 
I) Great Britain unconnected, ar only indirectly connected, with the prosecution 
Of ware, In the former period His Royal Higlmess remained in London apart 
from single-day excursions to inspect the coastal defences and nayal establish- 
ment at Dover and the College at Winchester. In London, he toured some of 

‘worst bowled areas, and, on the reverse of the medal, was shown anti- 
Aircraft batteries and the ofganisation of passive air dofence, including « 
demonstration of fire-fighting. He also visited the Royal Mint, the Bank of 
England and the British Broadcasting Corporation. 

6. On the 8th November the Emir was entertained by His Majesty's 
Government at a lunchean over which, in my absence, the Deputy Prime Minister 
presided. Copies of the speeches exchanged on this occasion are enclosed.(’) 

7, For tho preater part of his time, between the 12th and 26th November, 
His Royal Highness wox outside London, After spending a week-end 
guest of Air Vice-Marahal Champion de Crespigny at ‘Cranwell, where be 
Thspected the Royal Air Force Collego and training establishments and spent 
an afternoon shooting he Jet for a tone in the ensern counties This com- 
Prisal visits to a fighter station, to the University of Cambridye, to a bomber 
Nation and to Newmarket. Unhappily, on the night, which he spent at the 
bomber station, operations, which it had hoped that he might witness, were 
impossible on account of ‘bad weather. On the 17th November Hix Royal 
Highness was entertained to luncheon at the Mansion House by the Lord Mayor 
of ‘London; no speeches were made, To left again for the Midlands on the 
Toth November to vee the bomb damage at Coventry, an aircraft factory at Caatle 

romwich, near Birminghasn, and the General Electric Company's works at 
Staflord, which are engaged incer alia on the production of tanks. At Castle 
Trommich the Emir made a flight with a test pilot in a "* Lancaster " hormbing 
aircraft (which he did not entirely relish), and at Stafford was driven oyer the 
test course ina tank of the latest model 

"Returning to London on the 21st November the Regent loft again the 
same evening for Scotland. On the following day in Glasgow he visited the 
dunks and Messrs, John Brown and Company's shipyard, where a battleship and 
an aircraft-carrier were under construction, before heing entertained to Iunchegn 
at the City Chambers by the Lord Provost; after luncheon he was shown over 
Mesers, William Beardmore and Company's steelworks and then left for 

inburgh by car. During his stay in that city, dinners were give for 
Royal Highness by the Secretary of State for Scotland and the Lord Provost 
and a luncheon by the British Council; a number of speeches were made at these 
functions, but in accordance with bis earnest desire the Emir was not called 
upon to make a formal reply, and a few words of thanks uttered impromptu 
were all the more warmly received. ss 

‘0. The Regent left Edinburgh for the Home Fleet on the 28rd November, 
proceeding by air from Donibristle after an inspection of the Fleet Air Arm 
Hation there and a most sumptuous luncheon, He and his suite were the guests 


Of the Commander-in-chief, Admiral Sir Bruce Fraser, and spent the night on 
board the flagship. The weather was, unfortunately, wet and stormy, and 


deteriorating conditions necessitated some curtailment of the programme. 
tut the Emir was able to go over not only the flagship but also a submarine, which 
had been brought alongside, and a destroyer depot-ship, where he was presented 
with wouvenirs made during the brief time that he was on board. He had, farther 
the runity of seeing two recently compl one of which 
ee cream 3, and the ciber from, the anchorage of the Home Fleet. 


(1) Not printed. 
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10. In Edinburgh the Regent visited the principal places of interest’ and 
laid a wreath on the War Memorial Shrine at the Custle He returned t@ 
London’ overnight, arriving on Friday, the 20th November. From then until 
his departure, the date of which could not be precisely determined until the last 
moment, his programme was restricted to social engagements, apart from a visit 
to the House of Commons on the Ist December. His Royal Highness displayed 
considerable interest in the proceedings of Parliament and was fortunate im 
being able to attend a debate of some general significance on the release of 
Sir Oswald Mosley; he was also entertained to tea, unofficially, by a group of 
members interested in Arab affairs, and the Speaker was preseuted to him. 

11. It should also be recorded that on the 27th November the Regent was 
the guest of honour at a luncheon given by the President of Poland, prior 10 
which M. Raczkiewice, who had wished thereby to show his appreciation of the 
hospitality accorded to his countrymen in frag, bestowed upon His Royal 
Highness the First Class of the Order of Polonia Restituta; General ‘Ismail 
Nainiq received the Second Class and Dr. Sinderson and Colonel Ubaid Abdullah 
the Third Class of the same order. 

12, On the 30th November Lord Portal, on behalf of His Majesty's Govern= 
ment, entertained His Royal Highness at a small farewell dinner at which His 
Royal Highness the Duke of Gloucester was preset 

13. For security reasons 10 ceremony was observed on the Regent's 
departure, and His Royal Highness left London incognito on the 2nd December, 
He embarked in a flying-boat at Poole harbour at boon on the same day and 
was seen off by M. Daud al Haidari, Colonel Cranksbaw and Me. Chaplin. 

14, While in England His Royal Highness embarked upon no formal 
litical discussions—nor had be, indeed, contemplated doing »-—but the Prime 
iniatet took the opportunity to speak to him informally and in general terms 

of Arab questions, and, at the Emir’s request, the co wa rexumed 
in Cairo. "In addition, the views which Hix Royal Highness expressed in regard 
to the future of the Tragi army and of the constitution of the British advisory 
military mission form the wabject of correspondence ending with my telegrai 
No, 773 of the 4th December. = 

15, ‘The Regent, frank and friendly, yet dignified of bearing, created an 
excellent impression in this country. The programme which had beon planned 
for him was inevitably an arduous one, if only from the physical point of view ; 
yot Mis Royal Highness accepted it ix toto and accomplished it ederfully with: 
‘ut apparent gn of fatigue or lose of interet: The arrangements, which 
under the overriding control of the Government Hospitality Fund had in large 
part been made through the Ministry of Information (notably outside London), 
wore highly satisfactory, and the Regent weemed genuinely to appreciate the 
forts which were mare to render his visit both instructive and entertaining, 
T understand that his tour is probably the most extensive which has been devised 
for a foreign visitor and T hope that, by reason both of the publicity which has 
boon secured for it in the Middle ait and of the impressions which His Royal 
Highness has carried away, it his, as T believe, served a useful purpose. The 
Regent himself, at all events, appeared to be deeply impressed by the weleame 
accorded to him by Their Majesties and to be suitably gratified not only by 
the programme arringed for him as the guest of His Majesty's Government but 
sho hy the considerable meaaure of private hospitality which be enjoyed. 

am, 


‘ANTHONY EDEN. 


(A) Miscellaneous. 
[BE 5902/269/34) No. 12 
Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Eden—(Received 7th October.) 
(No. 1042. 
freiggraphic) Tehran, 7th October, 1943. 
"THE Prime Minister informs wie that he is being pressed hard by Soviet 
Chargé d’Afinires— 
(0) To authorise expenditure which the Persian Government cannot afford 
_ on capital works of reconstraction and extension on railway in 
Russian zone; 
‘comply fully with munitions factories contract (my despatch No. 38, 
26th January). You aré aware how onerous munitions contract is. 


Russians refuse to accept exeuse that Persia cannot aflord to execute 
t 


not been concluded 
the Persian Government 2.400 krans, i 
taro offering 17 dollars. ‘The Prime M ‘over-estimated 
the cost, though Tt ted it, but we 
ourselves paid the Persian Gi 
imported ‘rifle of wiruilar pattern which we bought from them for 
ourselvon and the Russians, 
2 According to the Prime Minister, he wold the Soviet Chargé d' Affaires 
that he would like to disoss tnunil Soviet Ambassador, 
whose arrival has heen expected for somo titne, but the changé d'affaires replied 
that there wa ho point in the almbassador coming while wuch questions were 
outstanding. 1 do not know how many questions the Soviet Chargé d' Affaires 
bad in mind, Ho may include tobacco transaction, about. which T have just been 
ven the following details by Dr, Millspangh ; ‘The Soviet trade representa 
Fre wants to buy from the Persian State monopoly 1,000 tons of common tobacco. 
The Persian Government have nt tobacco for their own needs, but. are 
repared to nell to the Soviet ai o# at a reasonable price, but they ean 
Eo'Rrane for a Kklogramme of cigarettes, whereas the Rostians refuse to give 
more than 10 krans for raw tobaceo. To the argument that the Persian Govern- 
ment cannot afford so large a loss of revenue, the Russians argue that 10 krans 
represents 60 per cent, above the cost price... ‘The Persian Government has refused 
jpt this price, and Dr. Millspaugh says that there are signs that the 
Russians are stopping export of tobacco to Tehran from the Russian zone and 
begun to negotiate direct with growers. 
‘ave S*Orthe American Minisier and I agree that it is highly dosirable that. the 
Soviet Ambassador should arrive a+ soon as powile, as he would have more 
authority than the chargé d'affaires, who is walking very cirvumspectly for fear 
of offending Moscow. 





5626/82/34) No. 13 
Mr, Eden to Sit R. Bullard (Tehran). 


Pelegraphic) Foreign Office, 10th October. 1943. 

FOI talegram No. 1007 [of 19th September's, Questions for discussion at 
‘Three-Power Conference}. ¢ 

‘We have carefully considered suggestion in your paragraph 1 and have 
decided that it would be better not to raise this question with the Soviet Govern- 
‘ment now, We see ho chance of inducing Soviet Government to say exactly what 
part of Persia they could continue to occupy as set-off to our continued occupation 
of oil-felds The most we could hope to obtain is Soviet concurrence in some 
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resolution providing for re-examination of the position after defeat of Germany, 
with a view to withdrawal of Allied forces from those parts of Persia where 
their presence is no longer necessary. But such a resalution would not bind Soviet 
Government, who would merely note that we seem anxious to get them out of 
Persia, 

2 Other points in yonr telegram under reference and your telegram 
No. 1008 have been noted in compiling brief for our delegation. = 


(B 6202/1/34) No. 14 


Sir R, Bullard to Mr. Eden —(Received 15th October.) 
(feegraph 
(Telegraphic.) Tehvan, 1th October, 1943. 

_ Da. MILLSPAUGH yesterday handed his resignation to the Persian 
Government. All members of his staff who are in Tehran have also resigned. 
T gatlier that reason given is the failure of Persian authorities to support them. 
«2. Effect of blow will be the greater in that the United States Secretary of 
State as well as His Majesty's Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs is about 
to arrive in Tehran, 


(B 6202/1/98) No. 15 


‘Mr. Kien to Sir R, Bullard (Tehras 

FiSiogea ) es 
(Telegraphic. Foreign Office, 18th October, 1943. 

POUR tetegram No, 1078 {of 15th October] i 

Resignation of Dr. Millspaugh is a most deplorable development and economic 
and financial repercussions seein likely to have very serious results on Persia 
‘and on Poraian supply roate to the Soviet Union, 

2. We should ourselves favour strong concerted representations by British. 
United States and Soviet representatives, or even, if uecemary, by Britial and 
United States reprmentatires alone in order to indace Persian Goverainent to 

rey out Dr. Millspaugh’s recommendations in interests both of Persinn people 
‘and of tnited war eflort. We realise that, whatever protises may be obtained 
from Persian Government and Majlis, Millypaugh may be reluctant to withdraw 
his resignation; bat we regard him, in view of his record in Persia, as irreplace 
‘able and see no alternative which offers any hope of avoiding financial chaos 
Persia, We therefore think that be should be very strongly premed to continue 
at his post i 
Suna We MOU be glad to hear result of your discussions with Secretary of 

4 Please repent further telegrams to Washington, 





No. 16 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Kien.—(Received 18th October.) 


(reigra 

(Telegraphic.) Tehran, W8th October, 1 
MILLSPAUGH'S grievance is not so much against the Persian Government 
‘as against the oe and the condition for his remaining is that Deputies shoald 
pass the Income Tax Bill substantially as he drafted it and not as emosoulated 
y Finance Commission of Majlis, and also Bill authorising engagement of up 
tosixty Americans without obligation to submit each name to the Majlis, Prime 
Minister fully understands the gravity of the situation and claims to have the 
support of his colleagues in wishing to retain Millspaugh’s Mission. At secret 
session of the Majlis, 19th October, he will try to persuade the Deputies to. pass 
two Bills and at present seems to be more optimistic than the probabilities 
warrant ‘Thia Majlis comes to an ed automatically in about a month and the 

, many of whom will not be reelected, may wi ail en 

the rich by passing the Income Tax Bill. Or Datel aaa 








1 


2 Before the arrival of the Secretary of State Thad spoken strongly to the 
Prime Minister about the danger that would face Persia if the American Mission 
left. T had also given my support to the American Minister who was in constant 
touch with the Prime Minister and Millspaugh. The visit of the Secreta 
State came at the most opportune moment, He saw Millspaugh and he spoke 
in strong terms to the Shah about the importance of (group undecypherable] need 
of Millspangh’s services und of duty of the rich in Persia to-do as the rich in 
the United Kingdom have done and to impose heavy taxation upon themselves 
to avoid inflation and national rain. The Shah promised to use his influence 
with the Majlis io order to secure the passage ofthe nessa letnlati., Some 
thing the Shah said suggested thar he would like to replace Millspaugh by some 
other American, so I reminded him that the reason why Millspaugh was bere was 
because the Persian Government had insisted on his appontment, Secretary 
of State subsequently saw the Prime Minister and left him in no doubt either 
fs to British support of Millspangh or as to the disastrous consequence to Persia 
if Millspaugh and his assistants left. This will have made the Prime Minister 
realise that if Millspaugh and his mission leave the country Persia will [group 
lundecypherable: 1 lose the) sympathy not only of the United States of America, 
but aloo of Great Britain, There is reason to believe that many Persians, perhaps 
inelnding the Prime Minister, would like to replace Millspaugh by an American 
with advisory powers only ans would ignore sich an official and [group 
lundecypherable: 1 inclination) will, T trust, have been quashed by the remar 
of the Secretary of State 

‘3. 1 ball, of course, work closely with the United States Legation, but 
there. is no hope of securing the support of the Soviet Embarsy whore hostility 
to Millapangh is hardly concealed, Apart from their geberal suspicion of the 
‘American Financia} Mission, they are particularly opposed to Millypaugh because 
being an honest man ke had not quickly furnished enormous sums of money to 
enable Persian factories to manufacture munitions for Russians at a huge joss 

4. T have seen two most important. Persian merchants to-day. 
promised to work for tho retention of Millspaugh, though one mai 
Than of his regulations are hasty and unworkable, and the other ix erit 
management of the local problem, There is something in theso criticisms, bu 
they must not be allowed to outweigh the many and great advantages which 
[eroup undecypherable= { must be the] gain of Persia 

. Millapangh docs not wish to abandon his task, and will not do xo if he 
‘can secure conditions in which perhaps he feels he can do some ood. 


No. 17 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Eden —(Receieed 25th October.) 


(No. 1114) 
(Telegraphic) Tehran, 25th October, 1943. 

PERSIANS in general regarded the Moscow Conference with apprehension 
fs likely to include discussion of the fate of Persia. Fiven the Shah shared this 
feeling in spite of repeated assurances T have ziven him that the fate of Per 
is settled by Tripartite Treaty and Atlantic Charter. However, the Shal 
informed me yesterday that he had received assurances of Soviet Government, 
through Persian Ambassador in Moscow, that Persia would not be disctissed at 
the conference. I told His Majesty that if two counsellors of His Majesty's 
Legation bad accompanied Secretary of State to Moscow, it was to discuss current 
problems such ax financing of Persian railways 

‘2. Persians are always more grateful to the Russians for not doing them 
harm than to as for trying to do them good, and they will probably attribnte to 
the Russians the virtue of the announcement that. Persia ix not to be discussed 
in Mscow, just as. when Minister of the Interior repotted to Majlis that Russians 
were going to allow export of wheat and rice from the north, he represented! it 
as a great favour. 

3" Prime Minister's efforts on behalf of certain candidates whose election 
the Soviet Chargé d'Affires recently requested him to secure (including editor 
of Tudeh party hewspaper) have been sufficiently obvious to attract criticism, and 
he is telling people in private that he is acting on instractions of the Shah after 
his return from a visit to Meshed. The Shah informed me yesterday that the 
Russians had been much more conciliatory lately, and he may well have instructed 


(27597) vt 





















































































































































2 


the Prime Minister to try to do something for the Russians in retart. This is 
reasonable, but I do not like the sudden appointment of General Rarmara, who 
has been much with Russian militarists recently as Chief of Shah's Military 
Cabinet. Substitution of Riazi, one of the few honest officers, for Razmara ak 
Chief of Staff was greeted with general satisfaction, and even the Shah described 
Razmara as an intriguer whose replacement was a gain to Persia. Razmars 
showed strong anti-British feeling at the time of arrests, and what with that 
and his close association with Russian militarists, I cannot think his appointment 
Will be good for the Shab, for American Military Mission or for us. ‘The Shab 
admitted to Riazi pro-Russian leanings of Razmara and professed. to bave 
appointed him to court in the hope of keeping him under control 





E 6515/38/34) No, 18 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Eden—{Receiced 21th October.) 
a 1117) 
Telegraphic.) Tehran, 7th October, 1943. 

HY telegram No, 1005, 

‘The Shah kept his promise to His Majesty's Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs to support Millspaugh Mission. He received some twenty Depnties will 
tho President of the Majlis on 23rd October, and told them that pace of legislation 
Must be hastened in order to keep the Government machine working, In 

ar, he pointed out that certain financial and other plans put forward by. 

Mission had been delayed, and that the mission, which had been 

engaged to serve Persians, could not work without the necessary tool. ‘This 

admirable and quite constitutional action doubtless belped to secure the passage 
of the Bill for the engagement of more Americans the hext day. 

2. Unfortunately the Shah does not apply ax much wisdom to the army. 
Without previous warning either to the Minister of War or to the Chief of Stalf, 
he appointed Raxmara Chief of his Military Cabinet and Yazdan Panah his 
chief aide-decamp. Not only is Razmara in the pockets of the Rusaiane (my 
telegram No. 1114), but he is an incorrigible intriguer with a party of his own 
in the army, and he resigned from the post of Chief of General Staff (my telegram 
No, 976) rather than work loyally with the Minister of War. During the last 
six weeks prospects of army reform had improved, for not only do the Chief of 
the General Staff nnd the Minister of War work loyally with the American 
Military Mission, but being highly respected as an honest and disinterested officer, 
Riazi, ax Chief of the General Staff, has been able to get rid of weveral of the worst 
and most corrupt of the senior officers, including more than one friend of the 
Minister of War, Probably the Shah considers co-operation between the Minister 
‘of War and Chief of the General Staff as a threat to himself, Anyhow, he has 
insisted on the retention of one of the worst scoundrels, and by two military 
appointments at court he has set up an influence which will probably result in the 
jection of the Minister of War and will certainly not belp the American Military 
Mission. Yazdan Panah was on the Russian list of suspecta, and if we persuaded 
the Soviet Embassy to remove his name it was becante, although we suspected 
him of intriguing with Zahidi, our evidence hardly justified his arrest. He was 
therefore left free to his own surprise and that of the public. But the moat 
important objection to his appointment at court is that he is notoriously hostile 
to the employment of foreigners in the army. In this he has the sympathy of 
the Shah, who ie quite unable to realise the importance of honest ‘aed excefol 
administration to a modern army. ‘The Shah recently refused to admit to the 
British Military Attaché that General Ridley had accomplished anything. Even 
if this were true (and it is not) failure should be attributed to the fact that Ridley 

had no powers and to the hostility of the Yazdan Panah and the Shab. It is 
unfortunate that the Shab has only one conception of the way to run an army, 
‘te to appoint intriguers to all poss so that they may counte-balance each other, 
‘The fact that in the meantime all other officers take sides to the detriment of good 
administration and discipline is hidden from him. 





73 
(E 6515/38/94) No. 19 


Mr. Eden to Sir R. Bullard (Tehran), 
{folagenphic) Foreign Offs, Sst October, 1948, 

YOUR telegram No. 1117 [of 26th October= Shah's intervention on behalf 
of Millspaugh Mission and his relations with Persian army } 

‘Shah's action, reported in your paragraph 1, marks welcome improvement 
and you might take a suitable opportunity to express approval of His Majesty's 
Government. 

2 As to paragraph 2, we presumably cannot hope to obtain Razmara's 
randval if he-ten Meiaoan beckiog. Dat clues Yasdan Pansh 'o:cbjectionable 
to Russians and presumably also to Americans (in view of his opposition to 
General Ridley) as well as to ourselves, do you think that either or both of your 
colleagues would join you in advising the Shah to get rid of him? Progress 
With reform of Persian army has been disappointingly slow, and we must make 
it clear that we are no less interested in success of United States military mission 
than in that of the financial mission. 





(6865 /1/94) No. 20 
Sir R, Bullard to Mr, Edew.—\Receicod \Oth November.) 


apie) Tehran, 10th November, W943, 

AS the Majlis was sbowing some activity, Dr. Millapaugh, whose resignation 
otherwise would have taken eflect on ‘rd November, postponed his final decision 
for one week. The M 6 now working on Income Tax Bill and have passed 
eight out of twenty-two articles but they have not yet reached scales of taxation, 
and yesterday afternoon it was impossible to collect a quorum. Nevertheless, 

illspangh is giving them two more days, i,, until the night of 
Mth November. 

2 The Prime Minister assures mo he has used all his influence to secure 
the passage of the Bill. ‘The Deputies, he says, excuse their delay first on 
account of Dr. Millspaugh’s prolouged fitness but mainly on the ground that 
Millspauigh has not reduced prices or uaranteed the bread wipply. | The 
faceneations are largely unjustified, but they serve to show the mood of the 
Majlis, which is due to come to an’ end soon, and is not anxious to accept any 


responsibility. 





'E 6865/1/34) No, 21 
Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Kiden—(Received Mth Nocember:) 


(No, 1160.) 
(Telegraphic) 
MY telegram No. 1153, , 
Income Tax Bill wax pasted hy Majlis to-day. Final text, as amended, is 
not yet available but Millspangh informs me that no amendment was incorporated 
which seriously jeopardised any of the principles of the Bill 
‘2. Millspaugh Mission will, therefore, remain. - 
3. Moth the Prine Minister and Millopangb Have expressed to ao hit 
appreciation of the Shah whose help in the dificult situation was, they say, 
invaluable. 


Tehran, th November, 1943. 





[B 7216/82/34) No, 22 
Sir R, Bullard to Mr. Bilen—(Received 22nd November.) 


(No. 1194) 


(Celegraphic 
‘OUR telegram No, 1014. ; < 

I informed Shah of His Majesty's Government's appreciation. of his 
admirable use of his constitational influence. He was obviously pleased: 
Counsellor, who saw Shab Inter, repeated your about Shah's support of 
Millspangh.” Shah said he realised the importance of M.'s measures, bit spoke 


Tehran, 2nd November, 1943. 
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of the possibility of replacing him by some other American. Mr. Holman 
deprecated the demand for the Feplacement as tikely to offend the United States 
Government and as difficnlt to satisfy, in any case, given shorta igh 
engi y iy ease, given shortage of highly 

conveyed your message to Dr. Millspaugh in writing. He has sent me a 
letter of thanks for Secretary of State's sympathetic interest in his efforts 





[EB 7569/239/34) No, 23 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Eden-—(Received 3rd December} 
rue —(Received 3rd December.) 
ir, Tehran, 28rd Nocember, 1943. 
THE following are the developments in Persia since I wrote my d 
No, 303 of the Toth September LAN ef Se al 


2, ‘The Sobeily Cabinet has remained in office, with no chat of personnel. 
‘The Minister of Roads, Hajir, is still in ngland, whence he out se tary to 
return. -M. Sobeily has to survive two iajor crises : the first being the 
interpellation of the Deputy Tebranchi, and the second, the Income Tax Bill. 
‘Tho interpellation had been in the air Yor some time, Tehranchi having been 
persnuded to Postpone it more than once. He was supported by a number of 
dixappointed Deputies, who knew that they would in all probability not be 
re-elected to the 14th Majlis; and the partisans of Seyyid Zia took the 
opportunity to do a good deal of lobbying in order to averthrow Soheily on the 
vote concerning the interpellation, so that Seyyid Zia might form a Cabinet before 
the M came to. an end. The Shah, however, sided with Sobeily and against 

i there seemed no suitable alternative, and Soheily triumphed when 
lation was finally put to the vote on the Slst October. Since then 
Seyyid Zia has faded! away somewhat, but the closing days of the 18th Majlis 
have seen a good deal of discussion about Cabinet changes. Sobeily himself is 
Pitpared to revise the personnel of his Cabinet, bringing in mew men like 
lusharraf Naficy and Moosa Noury Esfandiary. The Shah, however, is thinking 
of ® completely new team, without Sobeily; only. Ala has refused to be 
‘considered "" for the premiership, Ali Mansur is in the bad books of the 
Russians for letting a man they disliked be elected to the Majlis and for not 
Pushing in one or two of their nominees, ad the Shah has realised that Sa'ed 
ould not do. ‘The Shah is now thinking of Hajir as a possible Prime Minister. 
‘Hajir is able and apparently honest, but be is very young, and that means that he 
has ae yot no following: 

‘The elections have taken their course, and results have heen announced 
from a number of constituencies. About sixty-five Deputies had been elected by 
the 20th November, with some more results expected very soon, so that the 
necessary number of Deputies to secure the reopening of the’ new Majlis, 
viz., sixty-nine, should have been elected by now (the 23rd November). There 
ought, therefore, to be no need of an interval between the expiry of the present 
C hamber on the 24th November and the opening of the new one. Nevertheless, 
it is thought likely that the results of the Tehran, and possibly of the Tabriz, 
elections will be awaited before the new Majlis is convened, and, as voting has not 
yet commenced in either of those places, it seems likely that the new Majlis will 
hot be summoned for some weeks. An opportunity would thus be afforded for a 
Government to rule without any interference from Deputies. Hence the Shah's 
wish to form a new Cabinet under a Prime Minister of his own choosing. 

4. The hogy of Russian intervention in the elections in the north has proved 
to be a very small one. In only two of the constituencies have Communists, or 
Persons holding views similar to communism, been elected, one being Darajer on 
the Russian frontier in Khorasan, where a certain Durri was elected; the other 
being Pahlevi, the Caspian port, where Dr. Feridun Kishavarz was successful. 
At Resht the Russians acquiesced in, or at any rate did not prevent, the election 
of Abol Ghassim Amini, who when yernment service Was almost certainly 
guilty of peculation on a large scale; he is member of a family of wealthy 
reactionaries, and his newspaper, Um: wublished severe criticisms of 
Dr. Millspaugh. In Sarab, where the prince-landowner Muhammad Vali Farman- 
Farmayan was thought to be in danger of defeat by a Russian nominee, the prince 
was elected almost unanimously. In Kazvin the Communist candidate, Abdul 
Samad Kambakhsh, was not successful, nor was a similar candidate in Talish, 
near the Russian frontier at Astara. In the south some unexpected results have 
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5. The Majlis showed its usual lethargy and obstructiveness, except when 
presented with an ultimatum to resign from Dr. Millspaugh in connexion with 
the Income Tax Bill. (For details of incident see paragraph 23.) They, however, 
passed Bills authorising the selection of 60 American advisers, the engagement 
of two Americans for service as director-general in the Ministry of Health and 
managing director of the Pharmaceutical Institute, and the minting of eoins of 
silver alloy. 

Tribad Situation 
(a) South Persia 

6, In Fars the Persian Government have drifted into a policy of appease- 
ment of the Qashgai tribes, Tt will be remembered that in their panic after the 
disaster to the Persian troops at Semirum in July they appointed Qavam ul Mulk 
to be Governor-General of Fars, with the intention that be should rally to the side 
of the Government certain tribes over whom he had influence with a view to 
reducing the power of Nasir Qushgai to an extent which would justify his being 
ttacked by these tribes with the doubtful support of the Perafan forces. How: 
ever, as reported in my despatch under reference, the policy of appeasement hd 
thon begun by the military commander in Fars before Quam ul Mulk reached 
Shiraz. Nasir’s brother, Khosrow, came to Tehran, made promises of good 
behaviour, and undertook to return the arms of the Persian troops taken by the 
Qushgai and to arrest and surrender any Germ Qusbgat territory: Tn 
return the Government aj point him to be Governor of Firazabad, to 
deal with the Qashigai tribes ni and not to oppose the cecton of Nasir 
Qushgai as a Depaty for Firazabad. Tk must be sid that there was an imme- 
diate improvement in the behaviour of the Qoshgai tribes, which has been 
maintained to the present date, Beyond some looting of the villages of neutrals 
‘and their enemies there has heen little lawlessness that can be definitely attributed 
to the Qashgai, But only a few arma, and those such as were of little use to the 
tribes, have been returned, nor have any Germans been arrested, although three or 
four are known to have heen at times in Qashgai territory 

7. The Qavam al Mulk reached Shiraz to find the military commander 
already in friendly relations with Nasir and Khosrow, and increasingly reluctant 
to support the Qavam's policy of arming and encouraging certain tribes to 
stand out against, the Qushgai. Divergence of views soon led to strained 
Telations ‘The Minister for War visited Shirdz with the intention of con- 
tinuing the energetic support which he bad consistently given to Qavam ul 
Mulk, but, influonced by certain defects of character which Qavam undoubtedly 
showed in the face of difficulties, and perhaps by other considerations, he came 
to the conclusion that Qavam could not be relied pon to carry through the policy 
which had been originally advocated by the Minister himself.” Quvam returned to 
‘eran to seca decision whether hi policy or the military commander's, which 
‘was one of ill-disguised appeasement, should 

B. The onus of making a decision did in fact devolve upon His Majesty's 
Minister. ‘The Minister for War assured me that he was ready to give the 
Qavam full support if Thad sufficient faith in him to insist that he should be 
allowed to attempt to carry out his policy. but as he made no secret of his own 
conviction that the Qavam had not the qualities necessary for success, T could not 

feel confident that this support would be really whole-hearted. His Majesty's 
Consul at Shiraz had also exprested grave doubts regarding the Qavam’s 
ability to deal with the many real difficulties facing him. It was generally 
expected that if he were to begin to put into effect the mensures required to build 
up a combination of tribes hostile to Nasir, the latter would immediately provoke 
dkorder which the Quvam would be unable to control in view of the unreliability 
of the Persian forces. InthecireumstancesT came totheconclusion that the attitude 
for me to adopt was that it was for the Persian Government to decide what mea- 
sures should be taken to establish their authority in Fars and that I was concerned 
mainly with the elimination of German and other hostile influences that might be 
directed towards damaging British interests. T made it plain that T expected the 
Persian Government to protect Qavam's prestige and that T would not be satis- 
fied as long as Germans and the Deputy Nowbakht were being given asylum 
by tho tribes of Fars. The plain trath, however, is that, the Qavam having 
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proved a disappointment, the Persian Government is for the present in no position 
to take a strong line against the tribes of the south. 

9, The situation at the moment is that the Qavam is still Governor-General 
of Fars, though he has not returned to Shiraz, that Khosrow Qashgai has given 
solemn assurances to. me that he will hand over the Germans—assurances which 
J find less reason to believe as time passes—and that the policy of appeasement 
is being pursued with consistency unusual in a Persian by the military commander 
of the south. At the sue time, most tortuous intrigues, allegedly with the object 
of setting brother against brother and tribe against tribe are in train, all this 
With a view to spitting the tribes to such au extent hat in the spring they will 
be unable to combine against disarmament by the Persian forces. But, on the 
other hand, the two principal tribal chiefs who have been in rebellion against the 
Government, Nasir Qusbgai and Abdullah Zarghampur Boir Ahmadi, are 
making use of the liberty and the responsibility for the maintenance af order 
given to them by the Persian authorities to consolidate their position and to 
‘obtain the adherence of other tribes who had hitherto remained neutral or had 
supported the Government. I see little reason to hope that in the spring the 
relative strength of the Persian forces and the tribes will be more favourable 
to the Government than it is at present, 

10. For the time being there is peace, and that is our principal immediate 
consideration. There is, T think, good reason to hope that in present circum- 
stances no responsible tribal chief will abet any attempt to damage important 
British interests, such as the oilfields or the railway, but while Germans with 
‘money are still in tribal territory there will always be the possibility of theit 
collecting a band of malcontents £6 assist them in sabotage. Tt is known that three 
Germans are now with the Boir Alimadi tribe, and until they are apprehended 
there will be cause for anxiety. 

11. The Persian Government intend shortly to carry out operations for the 
disarmament of certain small tribes living along the eastera flank of the oil-fields 

the Taiyyibi, Bahmai and Western Janeki. ‘These tribes inflicted a minor 
disaster on’ a garrison of Persian troops at Malamir (Izeb) in March last, for 
which they have not yet been punished, and they have been a constant cause of 
disorder, creating anxioty among employees of ‘the oil company. ‘The Persian 
Government hopes by these operations to re-establish some of their lost prestige 
in this area. Their troops will be assisted by some Bakhtiari leview 

12, A minor operation is also in progress for the disarmament of the stnall 
tribes of Dashti and Tangistan, The Royal Navy assisted with this operation 
by providing a slp to transport Persian troop from Bushire to Daiyir, enabling 
them to captare this town, the headquarters of the rebel chief, Al Teall, wil 
little or no opposition, 

13. In the Kerman Province long overdue operations have been undertaken 
against the notorious robber, Hussain Buchakchi, which resulted in bis surrender 
and the capture of some at least of the arms of his tribe. 


(b) Bakhtiari Region, 

14. There are certain dissident elements and inter-cl dissensions in 
Bakhtiari, but.on the whole Morteza Quli Khan, the Bakhtiari Governor, appears 
ton enabling his antharity throggho the ictal area.” Whether in the bag 
run this will be to the advantage of the Persian Goverament is problematical, 
Dut for the time being there is a greater degree of arder in Bakbtiari than bas 
provailed for some time past. 


(0) Kurdistan, 
45, As is usual when the Kurds are left to themselves there is inter-tribal 
squabbling leading sometimes to fighting, but in that part of Kurdistan adjacent 
19 Betiah Hoes of communication the situation is fairly satisfactory, the 
Russian zone, where since their occupation the Russians have opposed any inter- 
yeution by Persian forces in.Kurdish territory, they are now pressing the Persian 
Government to. re-establish gendarmerie garrisons along the Turkish frontier, 
resumably with the object of preventing the smuggling of food-stufls. from 
"ersin, 


Seeurity. 


18. Out of the 162 suspects whom the Persian Government were requested 
‘on the 20th August to arrest, 135 have been handed over at Sultanabad. The 
names of ten additional suspects were handed to the Prime Minister on the 
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10th October, of which eight have been arrested, Df the original 162 names, 
thirty-five had been proposed by the Russians. We have sufficient evideuce of 
ur own against six of these to warrant their being interrogated at Sultanabad, 
but against the remaining twenty-nine (of whom eleven are still at liberty) we 
have no evidence whatsoever. ‘The Soviet Chargé d’Affaires asked the Prime 
Minister with my support to have eight of the thirty-five sent to Resht for joint 
Soviet and Persian interrogation, but in regard to the rest of the suspecis on 
their list the Russians were doing nothing, although the Soviet Embassy and the 
Soviet security authorities have been repeatedly asked to take part in the enquiry 
at Sultanabad when suspects on their list come up for examination or to prodiuce 
evidence against them. Finally I wrote to the Soviet Chargé d'Affaires on the 
Srd November to the following effect. To bring suspects up for interrogation 
at Sultannbad without producing evidence would make a bad impression on the 
Persian authorities. We had our own evidence against six suspects on the 
Rassian list, and the Soviet authorities were going to interrogate some at Resht 
The remainder on the Rassian list who were under detention at Sultanabad 
should 1 suggested, be released on the 12th November unless, the Soviet 
authorities could agree either to take part in their interrogation or take them over 
for sach action as they might think fit. On the 10th November the Soviet Chargé 
@'Affaires promised me to do his best to solve the question to our mutual 
advantage, and asked me to take no-action until the 20th November. On the 
10th November he told me that the Soviet authorities agreed in principle. bat 
wanted a fow days’ respite while the necessary premises at Resht were being got 
ready by the Persian Governor. [asked him to put this in writing and he suid 
he would do #0 at once. I have, however, received no stich communication at the 

of closing this despatch, I is proposed to xive M. Maximov a fow days and 
then to inform him that action can no longer be delayed, aince the reputation of 


His Majesty's Government for judicial fairness cannot be lft dependent pon a 
Majesty's Legation have no means of stimulating 


Persian official, whose zeal Hix 


Economie and Financial. 


17, Betwoon the 25th August and the 23rd October, 1943, currency notes in 
circulation “rosa by "Rials G24 millions. to Itinls -AGL412. “Allied” military 
expenditure (still on a substantial scale, though less than a your ago) and Goverti- 
ment borrowings to meet the cost of essential services (for example, the purchase 
of the wheat crop) have created the need for this “* new money.”” 

18. During the two months the Index of Wholomle Pricos in ‘Tehran rose 
from 600 (2rd August) to 809 (23rd October), and the Cost of Living Index for 
all Persia from 980 (23rd August) to 1,088 (2ird October). Daring the last two 
oF three weeks, however, there are signs that bazaar commodity prices are 
wenkoning. Wholesale prices are tending downwards, although the rellef haa not 
yet been felt in tho retail markets. To some extent this tendency can be attributed 
to the growing belief that the end of tho war is now not far off; hoarders of stocks 
‘of consumers’ goods are showing a disposition to unload, fearing that the existing 
stringency in the supply situation may shortly come to an end. ‘The arrival in the 
interior of stocks of consumers’ goods that have lain for months in the Gulf ports 
has caused some anxiety to the boarders, and h 
anything else to the downward tendency 
been made by more 


up with 
rates, instead of 
ges for transport 

s for priori 
the situation never- 
I to-day probably higher 
_ 20. Meanwhile, Dr. Millspangh continues to fight in face of mud = 
tion and with litle efective lp. “His main general chjeaieee arctan - ans 
ailable in the markets such goods as there are in the country, and 
to do what be can to mop up the supply of excess purchasing power, 
@ problem as much of distribation as of supply; and the steps which 

ng taken are discussed in paragraphs 20 to 38 below. 

With the second object in view, Dr. Millspangh many months’ ago 
repared and presented tothe Majlis two Bills, one authorising an isaue of 
Treasury Bonds to the ameant of 600 milan rial wade other a measure to 
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reform the Persian Income Tax laws in the direction of exacting an equitable 
contribution to revenue from the wealthier sections of the community. Bot 
Bills have now reached the Statute Boole 

‘22. Although quite uncontroversial, the Treasury Bonds Bill was not passed 
by the Majlis until near the end of September. The Bonds have not yet beet 
placed on offer, as the regulations with regard to maturity, rates of interest, &. 
are still tobe made. . 

28. ‘The Income Tax Bill caused a crisis which all but led to the resignation 
of Dr. Millspaugh and the departure of the American Financial Mission. The 
Bill hung in the Financial Commission of the Chamber for many weeks, and went 
through @ process of emasculation which destroyed much of its original purpose. 
Finally, during the first. week af November, it came before the Deputies in full 
session for enactment. Amendment after amendment was proposed—all directed 
towards relieving the pockets of the rich from the incidence of the income tax, Tt 
seomed, indeed, that the purpose of the Deputies was to shelve such an unpopular 
measure anyhow during their term of olfice, which would so soon expire. 
Dr, Milspaugh, however, took up the challenge: he decided to make this isue 8 
teat of the sincerity and public spirit of the Deputies; and let it be known that 
unless the Bill was passed (amended only in such respects as he thought reason- 
able) he was not prepared to remain. On the 14th October, he had informed the 
Government that “as the Majlis had not provided me with the means of fulfilling 
ny responsibilities, I considered that my contract had been terminated,”” and set 
the date of his resignation at the 2nd November, ‘The Shab then let it be knows 
that it was hin douire that the two Bills to which Dr. Millspangh attached primary 
importance ahould be passed, namely, the Income Tax Bill and the Bill providing 
for the engagement of sixty American advisers. The latter measure was jmmedi- 
ately enacted: and negotiations with regard to the Income. Tax Bill. began. 
Dr, Millapaugh then undertook, at the urgent request of the Prime Minister, to 
festpone the date of his resignation until the Loth November, and later be agreed 
‘on the petwonal request of the Shak, to a further postponement until th 
12th November. On the Lith November the Deputies capitulated and the Bill 
was passed. An amended text of the Bill is not yet available. Dr. Millspaugh 
informs me that, while the measure ax finally passed represents a mubstantial 
compromive on his original proposals, most of the points of principle on wl 
hho atood have been incorporated. I shall repart on the measure in a special 
despateh in due couree 

24, Dr. Millspaugh has apoken to me with appreciation of the support and 
encouragement which he obtained during the crisis from the Shah: and His 
Majesty's Legation has conveyed to His Imperial Majesty the gratification of 
His Majesty's Government that Hix Imperial Majesty's influence was exercised 
in aupport of uhe Amerie Financial Mission inthis dificlt situation 

i). The Budget Law for the corrent financial year bas now been passed by 


the Majlis, As presented, the budget was divided into two parte—the ordinary 
and t 


budget, showing a deficit of about 1400 million rials, and the extraordinary 
budget’ (covering the industrial and trading operations of the Government), 
which was self-balancing. Dr. Millspangh had already indicated to the Deputies 
that he saw no means of mecting it in the ordinary budget, except by 
recourse to foreign financial help; and negotiations were already well on the way 
for the conclusion of a Stabilisation Fund Agreement between Persia and the 
United States, under which, in effect, Persia would obtain a dollar credit of 
$20 million, which she comld uae as Backing for additional ime of currency 

the proposal for foreign help has not, however, commended itself to the patriotie 
Deputies, who decided to produce a balanced budget by inclading as an item of 
revenue the value of stocks of commodities held by the various Government 
trading organisations at the beginning of the financial year, 

‘26 Br, Millepaugh is now inclined to take more optimistic view of the 
Government's financial situation. Revenue is coming in beyond his expectations, 
and he thinks he can get through the next few months without foreign aid. He 
is unwilling, so soon after surmounting the crisis of the Income Tax Bill, to put 
a second major controversial measure before the Majlis, and accordingly he 

to postpone for the present negotiations for the conclusion of the 
Brabiisation Fund Agreement. : 

27. Sales of gold on the open market on behalf of His Majesty's Govern- 
ment continue. Gold is sold in the form of pablavis and 5-tola bars. Demand 
has been well maintained at the present official selling price of 540 rials for the 
pablavi and 4,300 rials for the 5-tola bar. Since official sales of British 
sovereigns have ceased, the bazaar price of these coins has sharply increased. 
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On the 18th November the George V sovereign was quoted in the Tebran bazaar 
‘at 642 rials, or 100 rials higher than the pablavi, notwithstanding that the two 
coins are exactly equivalent in fine-gold content. Between the 25th September 
and the 11th November gold sales on behalf of His Majesty's Government realised 
71,636,065 rials, and were made at an average price of 2.211 rials (about 
$17 By sterling) per fine ounce 
25. The Persian. Government has now decided to discontinue sales of gold 
on its own account and to Jeave the field to ux Gold which the Government ix 
chasing from the United States authorities is being placed in the Currency 
rve in exchange for silver, and the silver is being sold in the open markot at 
‘8 substantial profit on the price at which it stood in the Curreney Reserve. 


Civil Supplies 


29. Since the middle of September the civil supply position bas 
deteriorated, and latent defects have become apparent, ‘This is not the result of 
any failure on the part of the Anglo-American supply authorities to import 
‘enough essential goods, but has been caused by a breakdown of road transport 
and of the internal distribution of basic commodities. ‘The situation holds. the 
elements of a serious crisis this winter. The road transport situation is dealt 
with under the relevant section. The commodities essential to maintain the life 
of the population are cereals, fuel, clothing, sugar, tea and drugs. The supply 
‘of cereals and fuel is mainly a road transport problem. That of the other goods 
is a matter of administration, i.e, the organisation of efficient distribution 
Dr. Millspaugh realises the need to concentrate on these essentials, and will be 
able to devote more of his time to these difficult problems now that the Income Tax 
Bill crisis has passed. Certain. measures to improve the importation and 
distribution of cotton piece-goods, sugar and tea have already been taken. 
M. Allageh Saleh, a former Minister of Finance, has beon sent to India. to 
supervise purchases of tea, cotton piece-goods and other goods for the Persian 
Government; and his predecestor, who i said to have devoted his time to private 
speculations instead of to purchases for his Government, has been recalled, | The 
istribution of drags has been dealt with by a special sub-committee of the 
Medical Advisory Committeo—an offshoot of the Allied Combined Supplies 
Committee. The British and American Legations, and other Allied authorities 
are now helping the Government Drug Monopoly Organisation to compile an 
inventory of the stocks of drugs in the country and to organise an efficent system 
‘of distribution throughout the country, The general untrustworthiness and 
ineffectiveness of the Persian Government and officials is the chief obstacle to the 
improvement of the supply position. 
30. Pending the arrival of the additional advisers, to make up the sixty 
‘mentioned in paragraph. 28, the Middle Rast Supply Centre are lending personnel 
to Dr, Millspangh to assist him in dealing with the supply problem, 


Transport. 

The transport by rail of civil goods from the Gulf ports to Tehran has 
improved, thanks mainly to the appointment of a British movements officer to 
the Price Stabilisation Section, who has been able to supervise the loading of 
civil goods at Khorramshahr and Ahwaz. During Sopteniber and October about 
5,000-6,000 tons were despatched each month out of the allocation of 8,000 tons, 
oil not teing included in these figuree—the movement of oil by rail was al 
satisfactory, and adequate stocks have been built up at points on the railway, 
The arrival of these quantities of civil goods brought down prices in Tehran by 
sont 10 por cont. suck to te annoyance of ertin anrsiant (es decried in 
paragraph 18). - 

3. | Road transport tecame seriouily disorgnnised during the period under 
review because of the high rates paid on the "free ”” market and the almost 
entire absence of police control over civil motor lorries outside Tehran, In an 
attempt to correct. the position the Persian Government Road Transport 
Department, by agreement. with the United Kingdom Commercial Corporation 

Transovtrans, raised the rates paid to their contractors; but the new scales 
are still far below the rates paid for uncontrolled work, New regulations have 
teen published by the Government, laying down stricter penalties for illegal 
work: and efforts are being made to devise some effective way to impose: these 
regulations. Millspaugh proposes to set up a new committee to advise on 
transport matters, comprising members of the British, American and Russian 
diplomatic missions, the Middle East Supply Centre, Office of the Lease-Lend 
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Administration, United Kingdom Commercial Corporation, Paiforce, and the 
other authorities who might be able to contribute towards improving the 
situation The existing Road Transport Board may in consequence disappear. 
The Road Transport Department needs further trustworthy staff; and various 
roposals in this connexion, including the seconding of Middle East Supply 
Centre personnel to that department, are under consideration. ‘The consequence 
of this disorganisation of civil road transport has been that urgent requests for 
help have had to be sent to Paiforce and to the Government of India to provide 
transport for the movement of oil and cereals for civil needs. Paiforce have 
taken aver the entire transport of oil for civil needs from Kermanshah to Tabriz; 
they have provided military vehicles for the movement of grain from Kermanshalt 
to Sultanabad and Tehran; and may also have to assume the entire responsibility 
for providing transport for the anti-locust campaign. The total number of 
vehicles involved probably amounts to some 500-600. A similar appeal to the 
Government of India (who control the United Kingdom Commercial Corporation 
trucks in the Meshed area) to anthorise these trucks to carry oil from Shahroud 
to Merbed has so far been unsuccessfal, though a telegram bas now been received 
from the United Kingdom Commercial Corporation in London granting 
authority for the purpose. The need for these trucks is urgent, as, unless 
sufficient stocks of oil for civil consumption are built up now in Khorassan, the 
bad state of the roads later in the year will make it impossible to supply these 
requirements, ‘There will then be much distress amongst the civil population 
‘and the security of this aid-to-Russia route may be distur 

‘The shortage of controlled transport hax made it virtually impossible 
for the Government to supply vehicles for the collection of the sugar beet crop of 
‘over 200,000 tons, Thin will probably be lost entirely, except in those areas 
whore the local authorities have diverted trucks for this purpose from the 
transport of products like grain. ond fuel, which should have higher priority. 

Road transport conditions have been extremely unstable during the paxt 
your. At-one moment they may be satisfactory: a number of privately-owned 
Yehicles may be working more or less satisfactorily for the Government and 
ewential goods may be transported to some extent according to plan. A. few 
days later the situation may have changed : the inducements of the uncontrolled 
market may bave attracted away many of these vehicles: and plans for the 
movement of vital commodities may be entirely disrupted. Until a proper system 
cof control has been established this threat to the welfare of the country will 
remain. It is to be hoped. therefore that the latest measares of the Persian 
Government to control civil road transport will be more effective than thos 
hitherto enacted. 


Cereals. 
$4. Although the situation is still not free from anxiety, considerable 
ogress has been made in the last two months in collecting the surplus grain 
Tequired to feed Tehran and the larger provincial towns until the next 
Over 130,000 tons of grain, or more than half tho total requirements, is now in 
Government hands, and landlords’ undertakings or contracts have been signed 
for a further 110,000 tons. 

85. The ban on the private purchase and transport of grain has been 
enforced with some effectiveness in the south and west, particularly in Kbuzistan 
fd in the immediate vicinity of Tehran, thus enabling the Government to profit 
fn these areas from this year’s good harvest. In Khuzistan more than 14,000 tons 


have been collected so far, and cheap ration bread continues to be supplied to the 


public in Ahwaz and thiee other towns in the province, In the Tehran area 
{otal collections are already in the neighbourhood of 21,000 tons, and are expected 
to reach a figure of 26,000 tons, as compared with an average of only 11,000 tons 
for collections during the last four years. 

36, Most of the wheat and barley collected in the Tehran area bas already 
been brought in to the capital, where it is consumed as fast as it can be delivered, 
except for the barley, only 20 to 80 tons of which oan le issued every day owing 
to inadequate milling facilities. No appreciable quantities of grain have yet 
been brought in from other areas, and stocks in the Tehran silo remain in the 
Deighbourhood of 10,000 tons, of which little more than a third is wheat or 
wheat flour. 

“37. The requirements of Tehran from harvest to harvest are approximately 
90,000 tons of grain. Allowing for the delivery of 25,000 tons from districts in 
the Tehran ares, the intention i to bring in& futher 25,000 tons from other areas 
fn the south and west and 40,000 tons from the northern provinces. Most of the 
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25,000 tons expected from tlie south and west must come from the Sultanabad, 
and Kermanshah districts, and in the course of October some 10,000 tons 
accumulated in these three districts for transport to Tebran. ‘The surplus from 
Sultanabad began to be moved to Tehran by rail. Owing to a serious inadequacy 
Of local road transport facilities, however, there appeared to be little prospect of 
moving any grain from Hamadan and Kermanshah. Arrangements were 
therefore made at the end of October for British army trucks to move 10,000 tons 
of grain in two months from Kermanshah, while the help of the Persian army was 
‘alisted to carry grain from Hamadan. " 

38. The attitude of the Soviet authorities to the export of the vital grain 
sorplus from the Soviet-occupied zone has recently heen clarified, to the extent 
that they have promised to help in the transfer to ‘Tehran of 40,000 tons of grain, 
thas formally recognising the capital's dependence on the northern provinces for 
Assistance of this order. Prompted by Dr. Millspaugh nfter a conference on food 
supplies at which the American Minister and myself were present, the Persian 
Prime Minister made representations in October to the Soviet Chargé d'Affaires 
and was successful in obtaining his agreement for the provision of transport 
facilities, including rail facilities on the north-eastern and north-western lines 
and road transport from Tabriz to the north-western railhead, for the export of 
18,000 tons of grain from Azerbaijan, 2.000 tons from Zinjan, 10,000 tons from 
Gurgan and 10,000 tons from Khorasan. Tn return the Russians have been 

romised 40,000 tons of rice, in exchange for manufactured goods (including 
per cent. cotton piéce-goods) and help in transporting 12,000 tons of rice to 
Tehran, So far, however, less than 600 tons of wheat and barley have reached 
Tehran from the northern provinces and how much more will come will depend 
as much on the actual availability of the necessary surplus as on the readiness 
of the Russians to supply the tranisport facilities they have promised. Although 
the Russians themelves are not asking for any wheat ot barloy tis year, there 
is little enough prospect at present of any substantial surplus being available 
for Tehran, Collections in the south are nearly three times those in the northern 
yrovinces, where not even half the focal requirements are yet in Government 
hands. ‘The Soviet. authorities are understood to have offeréd to instruct their 
local officials to assist the Persian grain collecting officials, and a proposal was 
made to them in October by the Persian Government for the appointment of 
Russian ‘cereals liaison olfiocrs'” with duties comparable to those of our 
‘own “consular liaison officers,” ‘This valuable wuggestion, however, has not 
yet borne fruit. 

39, In viow of the uncertainty of suppliot frum the northern provinces, 
the Middle East Supply Centre, Cairo, has been asked to establish a secret 
reserve of 10,000 tons of grain at some convenient place outside Persia, to be 
Availahle at nix weeks’ call—-from the Ist December, as a guarantee againat & 
complete breakdown of the Tehran tread supply such as happened last winter, 
Tt is not impossible that a shortage of supplies from the north could be made 

to some extent by additional deliveries from districts in the south and west, 

his will depend, however, partly on sufficient transport being available and 
partly on the extent to which the Government succeeds in enforcing its theoretical 

urchasing movopoly. There is the liveliest opposition to this monopoly, from 
Rindowners. middlemen, and well-to-do householders, who demand a free market 
for grain regardless af the effect which this would have in impeding the purchases 
ty Government on which the bread of the majority of the popolation of the 
towns depend. A campaign in the press and Majlis has compelled Dr. Millspaugh 
to agree to the issue of permits for the purchase of grain by private individuals, 
ince, without this concession, he could see no prospect of obtaining an essential 
eredit (not, in fact, yet granted) of 40 million rials for further grain purchases. Tho 
insertion, however, in the relevant decree of an ingenious clause providing that 
grain purchased privately should, nevertheless, be transported by Government, 
by seriously restricting the scope of private dealings has left the would-be dealers 
still unsatisfied and the Government still the principal grain purchaser. If 
this situation continues and if the resplts of the sugar barter scheme, which has 
been working successfully in Khuzistan and is expected to be introduced 
generally towards the end of November, are satisfactory, considerable additional 
Surpluses may yet be forthcoming from areas in the southern zone. 

40. Colonel Speaks arrived in Tehran from the United States towards the 
‘end of September, to take over the Cereals and Bread Section from Mr. Crawford, 
but, unfortunately, had to leave again for tho United States almost, immediately 
‘owing to ill-health. Mr. Crawford, therefore, continues to be in charge, under 
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Dr. Millspaugh, of the work of grain collecting. Much of the detailed organisa- 
tion has been entrusted to Liewtevant-Colonel Attaullab, Indian Medical Service, 
who is rendering invaluable service in supervising the work of provinicial grain 
collecting centres, implementing the recommendations of our consular liaisom 
officers and helping to plan the day-to-day. policy of the Cereals and Bread 
Section. 


Persian Army ond Gendarmerie 
(a) Army. 

41. Although little or no improvement is visible in the Persian forces, 
some preliminary measures towards reform bave been taken. The Majlis has 
passed. Bills authorising the engagement of thirty American military officers 
tw advisers tothe Persian army, of eight as advises to the gendarmerie and of 
the American police expert, Timmerman, as director-general of the police. Tt 
is understood that the United States Government is unwilling to provide the 
full number of military officers required. It is certain that no adequate measure 
of reform can be achieved in any reasonable time with much less than these 
numbers, and, as the reform of the forces is essential to the stability of Persia, 
it is to be hoped that the United States Government will be persuaded to extend 
the limit they have now imposed of eleven officers for the army and three for 
the gendarmerie. 

42. There are now the Minister for War, the Under-Secretary for Wat, 
‘and the Chief of the Stall, officers who are not only friendly to us, but are 
Prepared to cooperate laylly with the. American ‘adviears In_ opposition, 
hawever, to the grant of any considerable meas hority to the American 
advisers are the Russians, the Shab and certain Versian officers, ‘The Shab 
not only dislikes to admit’ that any foreign control is necessary but fears that 
tho American advisors inay streugihen the authority of the Ministry for Wat 
over the atimy to the detriment of his own, He clings hard to his ambition to 
be commander-in-chief in fact ax well as in name. Popular clamour forced 
him to sign, vory reluctantly, a decree making clear that the Minister for War 
was roaponaible for the army, subordinating the Chief of the Stafl, who had, 

ti! thea, taken his orders direct from the Shah, to the Minister and limitiog 
hia own powers to certain prerogatives of approval, but be hax never willingly 
fccepted this, position, He hax recently appointed. to his personal stafl two 
ronior officers, General Yardan Panah as his Aidede-Camp-General, and 
General Razmarn as Chief of hix Military Secretariat, both of whom have 
recently been Chiof of Stafl and resigned from that appointment owing to their 
unwillingness to subordinate themselves to the Minister of War. ‘They are 
both notoriously hostile to foreign influence in the army: ‘Thin has Ted to 
steained relations betwoes himself and his Minister for War and Chief of 
Staff, ninco these officers realise that they have been displaced as the Shah's 
military advisers by Generals’ Yazdan Panah and Razmara, —Yazdan 
Panah and Razmara’bave some following in the army among those who, for 
reasous of pride or profit, resent the advent of the American advisers, There 
is reason to believe that they are supported and encouraged by the Russians, 


control the army and his desire, to which reference 
wiragraph of this report, to set up « Cabinet of his own choosing in the interval 
Retween'the dissotntion of the present Majlis and tl opening of te succes. 
43. The Shah agreed that the Ministry for War should draft regulations 
to define the functions of his Military Secretariat in consultation with General 
Ridley and the Belgian Military Attaché, the latter, because the Persian Con- 
stitution follows the Belgian to some extent as regards the relation of the Crown 
ley has given his opinion in writing that the Shah 
for ceremonial duties. This has 


‘War. It is understood that it gives him satisfactory control over th 
tion of the army and some control over the appointment and promotion of officers 
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Tt has not yet been submitted to the Shah, who is not 
ingly in its present form, 

towards reform certain measures have been taken, _ The 
useless but costly Stalf College has been abolished; some twenty-two officers of the 
rank of colonel and above, notorious for their inefficiency or corruption, have been 
Pit on the retired list; the training of recruits for the troops in the éapital has 
sn centralised under American supervision; supply, clothing and pay are also 
process of being centralised under American control, but progress is slow, due 
to the prevailing corruption and the shortage of American staff. Some attempt 
is being made to check corraption, several notorious officers having been removed 
from their posts, but the disease is now so firmly established that military courts 

eannot be induced to convict even in flagrant cases. 

46. Some handicaps from which the army was suffering have been removed 
by the arrival from America of 100,000 pairs of boots and 200 lorries. Tt is under- 
stood that a further 400 lorries are also available from consignments intended for 
Russia, which the Russians are unwilling to accept, These, if properly used, 
‘should greatly improve the mobility of the army. but the need for lighter vehicles, 
preferably armoured, for the patrolling of roads still remains, Tt is not known 
whether the remainder of the equipment demanded from America by General 
Ridley can be supplied or not. 


(0) Gendarmerie. 


47. No progress whatever has been mnde with the reform of the gendarmerie, 
in spite of the fact that in this force there is much less active opposition to the 
‘American advisers. The latter have 40 far limited themselves to paper schemes 
and have dove little to remedy the obvious elementary defects of the force. 
Colonel Schwarzkopf, the senior American adviser, ix now in America endeavour- 

ipment of the equipment he bne demanded, 


Persian Air Force. 


eral Prince Mobammed Hussein Firuz has been appointed 

‘Air Force. He is a cavalry man with no air experience, 
bat he has taken up his duties with considerable vigour and is not only anxious to 
receive advice but willing to act on it. Under his direction the process of 
reorganisation is boing accelerated, though much remains at the paper stage. 
‘The strength in officers and men appears to have been reduced by about one-third, 
largely by transfer to other branches of the army. It had been hoped to retain 
Colonel Mobanna in command of the technical branches of the air force, but. he 


felt unable vo accept the terms of refereace proposed and ita present ‘unemployed. 


49, ‘The twelve pilots selected for training in the United Kingdom on tho 
terms of Hie Majesty's Government's later offer to provide their instruction free 
have left Tehran for Egypt en route to England. 

‘60, The willingness of His Majesty's Government to provide Oxford nir- 
craft in place of Hurricanes in repayment for the Mohawks taken over two years 

hhas been much appreciated by the Persian authorities and has whetted ‘their 
Appetite for more such equipment. ‘They hope that the change of type will entitle 
them to more than ten Oxfords and profess themselves anxious to purchase more 
again, especially for early delivery. 


Rural Improvements. 


51. Dr. H.D, Allen, an American who has been touring the countryside for 
the porpose of advising the Persian Government on rural education, has com- 
pleted his investigations. He taforn ine that, before the task of improving 

ealth, education, agriculture and social conditions in the villages can be begun, 
three things are necessary : (1) the authorities in Tehran must be made “counts 
minded "": at present they know nothing about village life and they care as little; 
(2) more water must be provided for irrigation : one of the obstacles is that the 
(Remie do not wish for cheap schemes which ae easy to carry out, but for large 
pretentious projects which will give a richer yield in bribes; (8) the feudal system, 
Which at present prevents the peusant from enjoying the fruits of any improve: 
ments that be may effect, must be broken. 
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Press, 


52, In its preoccupation with internal affairs the press was inclined to over- 
look the fact that Persia was at war and there was little evidence of any desire to 
increase the country's contribution to the common effort. Attention was concen- 
trated rather on past services and the hope of rewards to come. A watchful eye 
was kept on the Moscow Conference and some anxiety was expressed lest internal 
disputes might prejudice the country's claim for consideration, 

53. Innumerable articles were written exhorting the people of Persia to vote 
for houest. and worthy candidates for the next Majlis, which, it was generally 
assumed, would be called on to deal with questions arising out of the Peace Coo- 
ference. The present Depaties were accused of all manner of intrigues to secure 
their re-election, and the Government was frequently blamed for unlawful inter- 
ference in the voting. On the whole, hawever, M. Soheily received more support 
and less abuse than he had done during previous months 

54. Sayyed Zia received a favourable welcome, but it was not long before the 
Tudeh party papers started o attack him and acce him of being a reactionary 
‘The popular belief that the British were responsible for his return was reflected 
in some mischievous articles which appeared in Azad (subsequently suppressed) 
suggesting that be had been brought here to counter Russian influence and the 
spread of progressive ideas. 

30. Dr. Millspaugh was subjected to some irresponsible criticism, but hi 
threatened resignation did much to subdue his critics and the eventual passing of 
the Income-Tax Bill was welcomed by the majority of the papers. Some of them, 
however, complained that it had been #o whittled away in the process that it had 
Jost most of its value. 

56, The food situation and the high cust of living were constant subjects 
of discussion and the Government was repeatedly attacked for its inability to 
handle these problems, ‘The slight drop in wholevale prices during recent weeks 
canted the press to look more optin iy upon the prospects for the coming 
winter. 


British Council. 


57, ‘The winter teaching session of the Anglo-Persian Tnstitute in ‘Tehran 
‘opened on the Oth October, the number of club members and of students attending 
classes totalling over 1.200, British Council staff also gave English lowons in the 
‘Teachers’ College at the Tehran University, in the Alborz College at Tehran (run 
by the Ministry of Education), and in the Technical Colleges at Tehran and 
Isfahan, (run, by the Ministry of Industry and Mines). An Anglo-Tranian 
Dramatic Society hax beon inaxigurated in Tebran and three one-act plays will be 
produced in December. very succesful photographic exhibition portanying 
‘The Beauty of Britain ” was opened on the 19th Nov Weekly 
lectures inclided two at the University, one on." by His 
Majesty's Minister, and one on ‘My ‘Expeditions to the Karakoram,” by 
Dr, Visser, Netherlands Minister in Angora; weekly gramophone concerts have 
been continued, varied by a recital by a living artist. Weekly file sho 
also been contitued, in spite of the shortage of suitable fins and equipmer 
pening of a book-sbop is under consideration and publication ns beg 
children's magazine in Persian, which is in wide demand; a woman's magazine 
and a cultural monthly journal are in preparation. 

58. An Anglo-Persian Institute is being organised in Isfahan and English 
lasses have been started there. 

‘69. The Russians have paid the British Council in Persia the compliment of 
the sincerest form of flattery by proposing to organise a Russian Institute in 
‘Tehran on similar lines to the British Tnstitute. 

0, 1 am sending copies of this despatch to the Minister of State Resident 
in the Middle East, to His Majesty's Ambassador at Moscow, to the Secretary to 
the Government of India in the External Affairs Department and to all consular 
officors in Persia, 

Thave, &, 


R. W. BULLARD. 
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[E 7740/82/34" No. 24 


Three-Power Text of Declaration concerning Iran (Persia), issued at Tehran 
on the Ist December, 1943.—(Recived in Foreign Office, 9th December, 1943). 


THE President of the United States, the Premier of the U.S.S.R. and the 
Prime Minister of the United Kingdom, having consulted with each other and 
With the Prime Minister of Iran, desire to declare the mutoal agreement of 
their three Governments regarding their relations with Iran. 

__ The Governments of the United States, the USSR. and the United 
Kingdom recognise the assistance which Iran has given in the prosecution of 
the war against the common enemy, particularly hy facilitating the transporta- 
tion of supplies from overseas to the Soviet Unian. 

‘The three Governments realise that the war has caused special economic 
difficulties for Iran, and they are agreed that they will continue to make available 
to the Government of Iran such economic assistance as may be possible, having 
regard to the heavy demands made upon them by their: world-wide, military 
operations and to the world-wide shortage of transport, raw. materials and 
supplies for civilian consumption. 

With respect to the post-war period, the Governments of the United States, 
the USS.R. and the United Kingdom are in accord with the Government of 
Iran that any economic problems confronting Iran at the close of hostilities 
should receive full consideration, along with those of other members of the United 
Nations, by conferences or international agencies held or created to deal with 
international economic matters, 

‘The Governments of the United States, the USSR. and the United 
Kingdom are at one with the Government of Iran in their desite for the 
maintenance of the independence, sovereignty and territorial integrity of Tran. 
‘Thy count upon the participation of Iran, together with all ther peace loving 
nations, in the establishment of international peace, security and prosperit 
after the war, in accordance with the principles of the Atlantic Charter, to whic! 
all four Governments have continued to subscribe. 

WINSTON CHURCHILL, 
J. V. STALIN, 
LIN D. ROOSEVELT. 

Ast December, 1943, 





[1B 7826/38/94) No. 25, 
Sir R, Bullard to Mr. Bden—(Received Ath December.) 
Tehran, 14th December, 1943, 


Tt isexpected ho will take office agai 
Comment will follow when new 





(B 7920/38/94) No 26 
Sir R, Bullard to Mr. Eden—(Receiveid V7th December.) 


Ne ) 
dogeapbic) Tehran, \7th December, 1943. 

‘MY telegram No. 1254. - 

Reconstruction of the Cabinet has been forced on the Prime Minister by the 
Shah. Ministers of Finance and Agriculture, whom the Prime Minister brought 
into the Cabinet from the Majlis some mouths ago against all advice, were failures 
and would have had to be changed soon, but the main object of the Shah was to 
get rid of the only two Ministers of strong character, viz., Ahmedi and Tadayyun, 
‘and to bring in two subservient men from the Court: Zand, who is comptroller, 
and General Shafai, one of the aides-de-camp. Appointment of Zand has the 
‘specious justification that the Minister of War ought in theory to be a civilian 
independent of army intrigues, but Zand is one of the Shah's men and the Shah 
has openly announced his intention to go back on his recent undertaking to refrain 
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from interference in administration of the army and confine himself to approval 
or disapproval of appointments and promotions, so the Deputies and the Majlis 
‘will not be slow to regard the Cabinet reconstruction as an attempt by the Shab 
to gain control of the army and, through the army, of the State. 

2. ‘The Prime Minister had asked my advice beforehand and I had given 
opinion to the following effect : Since Depnties already elected exceed the quorum 
£5 that constitationally the Majlis might meet at any time, it would be well to 
Wait until then lest the reconstruction of the Cabinet during recess should be 
Considered a trick and the new session should begin with a barren constitutional 
Straggle T had never had high opinion of the last Majlis, bat it was both 
hampered by the fact that it was not properly elected and by fifteen years 
eoquetting with free discussion. The new Majlis would have an easier task, since 
there was no longer the need to worry about foreign affairs and several major 
questions, ¢.g,, income tax law, currency for Allies, engagement of American 
‘advisers, had been settled. It would be better to give the new Majlis a chance. 
‘The Prime Minister said he entirely agreed with ine, but feared that the Shah 
was determined above all to get rid of Abmedi 

3. Minister for Foreign Affairs was also in favour of postponement of 
reconstruction of the Cabinet until after the beg 
he says that he advised the Shah to that effeet. ‘The P 
would recommend waiting, Whatever they said, the Shah has had his 
hmedi was offered the post of G.O.C, at Furs, but, fearing sabotage by Razma 
‘or other supporters of personal rule by the Shah, he refused 

‘4. The Prime Minister now talks of postponing assembly of the Majlis until 
the cad of January. This would not have mattered if the Cabinet had not boot 
reconstructed, but in the circumstances delay will probably be given sinister 
interpretation, 





) Tehran Intelligence Summaries. 
(B 6122/10/34) No, 97 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Kden—(Receieed Vth October.) 
(No. 406.) oe 
HIS. Majesty's representative presents his compliments to His Majesty's 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs and has the honour to transmit 
herewith a copy of Tntelligence Summary for the period the 2lat to the 
th September, 1943, compiled by the military attaché to this legation, 


Tehran, 28th September, 1943. 


Enclosure in No, 27, 


(Secret,) 


Military Attachi's Intelligence Summary No. 39 for the Period 2xt to 
27th September, 1943. 


Persian Affaire. 
Political. 
IT can now be said that there is in Tehran and in some, at least. of the pro- 
‘derable improvement in public sentiment. ‘There, is less 
intrigue and more respect for the Government. Thi 

due in some degree to the arrests recently made and in lesser degree to Persia's 
declaration of war, ‘That a Persian Government, dependent on Majlis support, 
‘under the premiership of Soheili, should have had the courage to arrest prominent 
Persians came as a salutary surprise which has had a steadying effect on the public 
‘and has instilled some feat into the trouble-makers. Many of those m were 
widely known to be hostile to the Allies and to be opponents of the present régime, 
and their arrest, besides strengthening the Govecnment, has made ppposition to 
co-operation with the Allies less popular. ‘The same result has followed from 
Persin’s declaration of war, ‘The Prime Minister has gained confidence and is 
Doginning to regard Nimes ak a strong and courageous man Te talks of 

remaking his Cabinet. 
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Appointments—Civil. 

2—{i) Mehdi Fatimi (F.0. 70; M.A. 92) to be Governor-General of the 
Sth (Kerman) Ustan, 

(ii) Allahyar Saleh (F.0. 184; M.A. 258) to be governor of the Mortgage 
Bank. 


Persian Forces. 
Army. 
3. Part of the eq 1 demanded by General Ridley from the United 
States for the Persian ai Summary No, 12, paragraph 7—has now arrived 
railablo, but it is known to inclu 
e infantry field engineering equip- 
ment, 

‘4. The text of the Bill for the engagement of thirty American military 
officers for the reform of the administration of the Persian army, referred to in 
‘Summary No. 37/43, paragraph 14, is attached as an appendix. It'was laid before 
the Majlis on the 19th September. 

3. A Bill has been laid before the Majlis transferring from military to 
civil courts jurisdiction over officers and men of the army for offences against the 
civil lave. Hitherto civil courts have had no jurisdiction over personnel of the 
army, Henceforth military courts will try only the offences specified in the 
Military Penal Code. 

6 513 cadets were recently commissioned from the Officers’ Training 
School and were distributed to arms as follows :-— 


Infantry 188 
Cavalry 6 
llery 4 

18 Medical ; 

a Ordnance services 


7 


‘The intake for the new term will be considerably less than formerly and will 
not exceed 200, Entrance will be by examination, 

7. A copy of the decree referred to in Summary No. 35, parngraph 11, 
whereby the Shah ordained that the General Staff should in future be responsible 
to the Minister for War is attached as Appendix 11 


Internal Security, 
Fars. 

_ A There has been a meeting at Ardekan between the Minister for War and 
Nasir and Khourow Qashgai at which Abdalla Zarghampu ofthe Boir Ahmad 
was present. Nasir handed over four machine guns captared from the 
army and promised to surrender certain other Persian Government arms, but not 
rifles. Various promises were also made. Khosrow went to Shiraz after the 
meeting, but reports available up to the present do not indicate that Nasir showed 
any intention of leaving tribal territory. Since the Persian forces ure still too 
demoralised to justify an ultimatum to Nasir, the negotiations on both sides were 
presumably of a temporising character. Meanwhile, discussions have also been 
taking place between the Minister for War and Qavain ul Mulk as regards future 
policy. For the immediate future and until the Persian forces are in a fit state to 
take action it does not amount to much more than that attempts should be made to 
undermine Nasir's influence among the tribes and to provent other tribes from 
joining the hostile confederation, As it is Nasir's object that either be or his 

other should be permanently retained as the o head of the Qashigat con: 
federation, or even of all the tribes of Fars, it is probable that for some time to 
‘come his aim will be to prove that he can control the tribes, and this may result in 
a decrease of lawlessness. A body of the Qashgai is said to be co-operating with a 
‘column of Persian troops who have heen sent to act against brigands, reported to 
te Boir Ahmadi, who have been active in the neighbourhood of Dasht Arjin. 


Kuh i Galu. 

9, There is considerable unrest in Kuh i Gala territory from Janiki down 
to the Gach Saran area, mainly due to the fact that there is no Government or 
recognised tribal authority in the whole area. 
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8 
Russian Affairs 


10, Between the 15th Angust and the 11th September 5,362 tons of Aid to 
Russia supplies were delivered to the Soviet aathorities by the Meshed- Zahidan 
route. 

11. Major-General Kargin has succeeded Major-General Korolioy as chief 
of the Soviet Transportation Directorate. He has teen recently promoted. 


Chinese Affairs. 


12, Arrangements had been made for the despatch by the Zahidan-Meshed 
route of a limited quantity of lease-lend supplies for China, on the understandi 
that the Soviet authorities had agreed to the onward transport of these Unrougl 
‘Turkestan. Convoys amounting to 520 trucks had already been despatched. trem 
Zahidan to be handed over to the Soviet authorities at Meshed or Turbat i 
Haidari, but the Soviet Government has refused to take them over on the grounds 
that they have as yet come to no agreement with the Chinese Government. The 
convoys are to return to India. 


Tehran, 27th September, 1943. 


Appendix I 
Bill for the engagement of American Military Advisers, 


THE National Consultative Awsembly authorises the Government to conclude 
an agtecment with the Government of the United States for the engagement 
for the purpose of reforming the administration of the army of a mission of 
expert American military officers and non-commissioned officers in which. the 
number of officers shall not exceed thirty. ‘The agreement sball be made it 
accordance with the law of 1301 and with the conditions set forth below -—- 


(@) The first officers of this mission will be the following -— 


Major-General C. 8. Ridley Major R. F. Conly. 
Colonel F.C. Dumont ‘aptain V. E. Gidwite, 
Colonel 1. E. Mahoney, Captain RY: Sanders. 
Lieut.-Colonel L.. Solgard. 


‘The wonior of the officers appointed to the mission will be designated the 
head of the mission, Te will advise and assist the Minister of War ax Military 
Adviser to the Ministry of War. The other members of the mission will be 
engaged 8h accordance with the terms of this law as required by the Ministry 
of War and ax agreed between the two Governments. 

(0) In principle the engagement of the mission will be for the duration 
of the war, but the Government will have the right, if it thinks fit, to cancel 
their contract of engagement before the expiry of this period or to prolong it 
after the war after obtaining the concurrence of the Government of the United 
States. 

(6) ‘The members of the mission will be paid their annual salaries in United 
States currency by the Iranian Government at the following rates :-— 


Head of mission : 4,207 dollars, assistant head : 3,907 dollars, other officers, 
3,757 dollars, expert n.c.os, and men, 2,704 dollars, 

‘Theso salaries must be paid in twelve monthly instalments, any portion of 
the salaries of any member of the mission may be paid in America or in rials 
in Persia at the official rate of exchange according to the request of the member 
concerned. 

‘The salaries of the members of the mission will be exempt from all does 
and taxes whatsoever which are at present or may in the future be im 
whether by the Government or by any administrative or political section depend- 
ing from the Government, and if at this time or during the period of the 
agreement any new tax should be Jmpered. applicable to the salaries of ‘the 
members of the mission, that tax must said by the Ministry of War, so that 
each member shail receive his appointed salary without deduction, 
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The travelling expenses of members of the mission from America to Iran 
and back will be the responsibility of the United States Government during the 
war and of the Iranian Government after the war if the agreement is prolonged. 

However, if the members of the mission wish to bring their wives and 
children to Iran the Iranian Goverament will be responsible for payment of the 
travelling expenses of the wives and children. 

(d) The Government is authorised to fix and put into effect, in consultation 
with the Ministry of War, and with the concurrence of the United States Govern- 
ment, the limits of the powers and duties of the members of the Military Mission 
and the other conditions of their engagement, 

Note by Military A ttaché—It is understood that officers of the mission 
will continue to draw their pay of rank from the United States Government 
in addition to the amounts set forth in the above bill. 


Appendix 11 


NCE, by virtue of clause 50 of the fundamental laws, the command of 
the land and naval forces is vested in the person of the Shah and since, by 
Virtue of clause 40K and 42 of the fundamental laws, the Minister for War 
ix responsible for the administration of all army affairs, wo ordain that the 
General Staff and all departments of the Ministry for War shall consider them- 
selves as directly under and responsible to the Minister for War, 

‘The General Staff is responsible for carrying out the following duties :— 


(a) The complete preparation of operational plans in accordance with 

MILL ox Selene eanaiea WAAL Tare eon, pores by the 
Government. 

(0) The equipment of the army. 

(c) The preparation of establishments, 

(@) The execution of the Ministry's instructions regarding military 
‘education, 

(©) Consideration of the steps necessary for the maintenance of order and 
general discipline in time of peace, 

() The preparation of orders rugarding the movement, reliefs and location 
of units in time of peace. 

(9) The preparation of general tactical regulations, laws and regulations 
affecting the staff and departments. 

(A) The preparation of plans of transport and intendance. 

(6) Where questions of principle are involved, the letters and instructions 
prepared in the General Staff will issue with the sanction of and 
under the signature of the Minister for War. 


(Signed) SOHEILI, Prime Miniater. 


(Tehran, 21st September, 1948) 


6298/10/34) No. 28 


Sir R, Bullard to Mr. Bden— (Received 20th October.) 
No. 414, 
(ieKIS Maley ropreseciaiive fees Ws complaints tata Majo 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs and has the honour to transmit 
herewith a copy of Intelligence Summary No. 40 for the period of the 
28th September to 4th October, 1943, compiled hy the military attaché to this 
legation. 


Tehran, 5th October, W943. 
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Enclosare in No. 28 
(Seoret.) 
Miltary Attucht's Intelligence Summary No, 40 for the period 
‘Beh September to Ath October, 1943. 


Persian A ffairs. 
Political 
1. Seyyed Zia ed Din Tabatabai (F.0. 208; M.A. 286) arrived in Tehran on 
the Ist October after an absence of over twenty years. He was received by the 
Shah on the following day. He is standing for Parliament. and will probably be 
lected, His supporters, who do not as yet include many men of importance, are 
making much of his arrival, bat on the whole it does not appear to have made much 
public stir. 
2, The Shah left Tehran on the Srd October by train for Shabrud en route 
for Meshed. 


Appointments—Civit. 
3.—{i) Ahmad Khiradpishem, to be Farmandar of Shahsavar, 
ii) Abbas Tabatabai, to be Farmandar of Shahabad 
{ii} “Faatotah Bahramt (80-4), to be Chief of the Tebran Municipality 
(iy ius AM ogo o bo Herwnader of Bases “Athen, 
¥) Ghulam Hussein Miftah, to be Farmandar of Gurgnn. 


Economic, 
4; In his report for the months of June-August Dr. Millspaugh specifies 
Spt conditions Teecutial 1 the auccessful work of he. American’ Financial 


(1) Adequate powers; 

(2) Support from the Government; 

(3) Support from the Majlix; 

(4) Tho Innd-holders and the merchants must refrain from becoming the 
‘encoaragers and instigators of opposition and unrest; 


($) Order and security; 
(7) Co-operation and support from the Allied Governments; 
(8) The ‘American Mission must be adequately manned 


In Dr. Millspangh’s opinion only the first of these approaches fulfilment. He 
complains of lack of support from the Government, of obstruction from the 
Majlis, land-holders, merchants and press, and of a Jack of order and security. 
Tn the matter of co-operation and support from the Allied Governments be 
indicates three aspects where he thinks that co-operation might be better :-— 


i ‘The newspapers must be honest with the American mission ; 


i) In prompt payment of their legal debts to the Persian Government; 

(ii) In facilitating the collection and transportation of grain; 

(iil) In the maintenance of a strong and effective administration, which 
implies that the organisations and agents of the Persian Government 
must be free to function in all parts of the country in the collection 
of revenue, the purchase of grain, the supplying of food, and the 
execution generally of Persian laws 


It is understood that Dr. Millspaugh has no complaint against the British 
Government in these respects. It is, however, well known that the Russians 
offend in all of them. 

5. It haa been settled in. principle that the United States Government will 
come to the resuue of the Persian Government in the matter of the current year's 
budget deficit. Some details remain to te settled, bat Dr. Millspaugh is now con- 
fident that. he will have the necessary funds to meet the Government's obligations. 

‘6. The bread supply of the capital is still causing considerable anxiety 
Arrivals of wheat are insufficient to meet current requirements aud. the smal 
reserves of wheat are nearing exhaustion. With the approach of winter the 
difficulties of collecting from outlying districts will increase. 

7._ The Majlis has passed a law which authorises the Note Reserve Control 
Committee to bring to Persia part of the gold which has been obtained, or may in 
future be obtained, as part of the backing for the note issue to exchange it for the 
silver held in Tehran as backing for the note issue and to sell the silver s0 released. 
‘he object of the law is to withdraw notes from circulation. 


o 


Internal Security. 
Azerbaijan. 

8. It is reported that the Soviet Embassy bas asked the Persian Gove 
ment for five battalions of gendarmerie to be stationed along the Perso-Turk 
Ira frontier for the prevention of the smuggling of grain, The report should not 
be accepted pending confirmation. It is, however, known that the Russians are 
anxious to prevent grain from leaving Azerbaijan. 

9. Some anxiety is being cause ernment circles by the refusal of the 
dismissed Governor-General of Azerbaijan, General Muquaddam, to leave the 
province. For some time accusations have been made against him of being too 
closely allied with the Russians, and it is now being said that his continued stay 
in the province is due to a Russian intention to use him to lead a secessionist 
movement in Azerbaijan. ‘There appear to be no good grounds for these 
suspicions 
Fars, 

10. ‘The visit of the Minister for War did not succeed in bringing about a 
reconciliation between the policy advocated hy Qawam ul Mulk and the policy of 
conciliation being followed by General Jahanbani. ‘The latter policy appears to 
be consolidating rather than undermining Nasir's influence among the tribes of 
the south. General Jahanbani justifies it on the grounds that he cannot now risk 
‘fight, that in a few months hix troopa will be fit to challenge Nasir, and that by 
that ime hie diplomacy will have gained Khosrow and some of the Quahgai rites 
asadherents tohis side, There is little solid ground for this optimism. Tt is more 
probable that Nasir’s strength will increase more rapidly than that of the Govern- 
ment forces. The Qawam has come to Tehran to seek a decision whether his 
policy or Jahanbanis ix to prevail, ‘The Qawam has shown certain weaknesses 
of character which havo raised doubts of his ability to carry through successfully 
the poliey he advocates. If he should attempt and fail the result. would probably 
bbe widespread disorder in Fars, ‘The alternative, however, seems to be the inevit- 
able consolidation of Naxir's power and authority over the tribes of Fars 
Meanwhile he is endeavouring to show that he can maintain order in the Qashgai 
tribes, but he continues to harbour and protect some half-dozen Germans and 
the Deputy Nowbakht. ‘There in no real solution to this troublesome question 
‘except the intervention of British troops 


Kuh-i-Gatu. 

11. Khosrow Zarghampur has been promised a subsidy of 5,000 rinks a 
month in the hope that this will retain his loyalty to Government and his support 
against his brother Abdullah. Operations are being planned by the Persian army 
against the Balmai and Taiyyibi tribes, who live south-east of Hormaz, ~ 


Bakhtiari. 

12. Morteza Quli Khan appears to be gradually establishing his authority 
in Bakbtiari, but stall bands of robbers are still active. He has sent hie soe, 
Jahanshah Khan, with a body of armed Bakhtiaris, for the purpose of establishing 
his authority in the Eastern Janeki territory, where the tribesmen had refused to 
‘accept the Governor he had appointed. Tt'is reported that he has now received 
the submission of the local chiefs, 





[E 6908/10/94) No. 29 


Tans Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Eden.—(Received 20th October.) 

“HIS. Majesty's representative presents his compliments: to His Majesty's 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, dd bas the bopouctt rent 
herewith a copy of Intelligence Summary No, 41 for the period of the Bth— 
Nth October, 1943, compiled by the military attaché to this ition, 


Tehran, 12th October, 1948. 
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Enclosure in No. 29, 
(Secret) 


Military Attaché's Intelligence Summary No. 41, for the period Sth 
Lith October, 1943, 


Persian Affairs. 
Political. 


1. A Vigorous campaign against Seyyid Zia is being organised by 
Soviet sapportere and by vested interestsstrange partners. The Rossans make 
no secret of their oppesition, and their sentiments are reflected in the Tudeh party 
press and in the agitation engineered by Qawam-cs-Sultanch, who is now 
everywhere recognised as being their man, The vested interests are opposed 10 
Soyyid Zia from fear of his alleged reforming zeal. It is too early to estimate 
the strength of the support rallying to Seyyid Zia. Tt includes some of th 
younger incelligentsia and, in spite of Tudeh agitation, a number of the lows 
Ulnsses. The Prime Minister sees in the conflict between the two parties a hope 
of maintaining his position, and in order to embitter the straggle he has ordered 
the release of three Sovil-tupported papers which can be relied upon to attack 
Soyyid Zia. 

‘2. The reason for the Russian opposition against Seyyid Zia is not clear, 
sinco be has never been assooiated with an anti-Soviet policy. Indeed, since it 
was daring his short premiership that the Anglo-Porsion 1019 Agreement was 
finally rejected by the Persian Government, he would sem to have sore claim to 
Soviet appreciation. It can only be surmined that the Russians fear that be it 
likely to follow a too strongly pro-British policy. 

3. The Shah arrived in Mewhed on the 6th October. According to reports 
from His Majesty's Conan! he has beon wall received. 


Economie. 


4. There hax been some improve wheat sitnation in the capital, 
Supplios are now coming in in excess of daily requirements, Tt has been officially 
Announced that there are now 9,000 tons of grain in reserye in Tehran and a 
further 6,000 tons in subsidiary warchouses in the vicinity of Tebran, The total 
collections of wheat for all Persia are stated to be 72101 tons and the 
undertakings 235,807 tons. It is the siuallness of the collections in relation to the 
requirements of 300,000 tons until the next harvest that continues to cause public 
‘Anxiety. Owing to corruption in the Road Transport Department lorries under 
‘contract to them which should be collecting wheat are being used for the transport 
‘of merchants’ goods. Dr. Millspaugh, who three months ago assumed 
responsibility for the nation’s bread supply, was recently severely heckled in a 
secrot session of the Majlis. Few Persians are to be found to-day with faith in 
Dr. Millspaugh’s power either to ensure the collection of the necessary quantities 
of grain or to bring down prices, ‘The upward tendency of food and essential 
commodity prices continues, The cost-of-living index for August was 705 
compared with 100 in 1999. < 

5. The sale of gold to the public on Persian Government and His Majesty's 
Government account, besides producing rials for British military expenditure 
without increasing the note issue or involving the sale of sterling, has had the 
following effects :— 


(2) Rials have been obtained more cheaply than by the sale of sterling. 

(}} Tiste have been withdrawn from circolation, so contributing to check 
inflation, 

(©) There has been a considerable decrease in the value of real estate, which 
‘may later result in a reduction of rents. 


‘The sales of gold on His Majesty’s Government account have realised 
77,028,371 rials, and on Persian Government account 22,216,002 rials. The 
average price was £19 Be. 34. per fine ounce. 
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Persian Forces. 
Gendarmerie, 


6. The strength of the gendarmerie om the Ist October was offic 0 
torts Thesrens was officially reported 
Officers. Men, 
Central Headquarters 168 405 
Ast District (Tehran) 149 asi2 
2nd District (Azerbaijan) rin 3070 
8rd. District (Khorasan) 67 1,732 
4th District (Kerman) 59 2392 
5th District (Fars) z 93 086 
6th District (Khuzestan) 69 1,805 
7th District (Western) 88 
8th District (Isfahan) 52 
Ind Regiment of Birjand a 
‘affic (Motor) Regiment. a1 
Railway oginent w 


Totals 937 


A ppointments—Military. 
7.—{i) Sarhang Gulshayan, to command the 4th (Kurdistan) Division. 
(ii) Sarhang Jawadi, to command the Sed (Azerbaijan) Division. 


Internal Security, 
Fars. . 

8. Except for the shoot-up of an Anglo-Tranian Oil Company's tanker on the 
outskirts of Shiray, in which the driver and a passenger were killed, no incidents 
have been reported on the roads in Fars Most of the tribes are now well on their 

ay to their winter quarters, and they appear to be heaving with moderation. 
Nasir Qashgai has agreed to co-operate with the Government forces in suppressing 
banditry. He shows no intention of leaving Fare nor of, handing over the 
Germans, who, although they may not actually be in Qashyai territory, are still 
under Qashgai protection. Khosrow has not yet taken up his appointment as 
Farmandar of Firuzabad. The Governor-General, Qawam-ul-Mulk, is still in 
Tehran and it now seems unlikely that he will return to Fars. ‘The policy of 
conciliation of Nasir and Khosrow Qashgai_ and of Abdullah Zarghampur, 
initiated by General Jahanbani and approved by the Mininter for War, who was 
impressed by the unfitness for operations of the troops in Fars, has now gone 80 
far that to revert to the policy of disruption which the Qawam was intended to 
follow would probably precipitate a crisis with which the Qawam could not deal, 
especially as relations between him and the army have been severely strained by 
his openly-expressed lack of confidence in its officers. General Jahanbani can 
point to the establishment of some peace in Fars and may claim with justification 
that there is hope that it will last for some months, but it is a peace entirely at 
the mercy of Nasir. He has been summoned to Tehran and told to bring Khosrow 
with hi 


Kuh-i-Gatu, 

9 General Jahantani has written to Abdullah Zarghampur investing him 
with responsibility for Keeping order in the Boir Ahmadi country” and. for 
assisting officials in the establishment of Government administration. Only 
Persian officials could reconcile this with the subsidy. recently promised. to 
Khosrow Zarghampur on condition that he supported Government against his 
brother Abdullah. 


Kerman. 

10. Minor operations have been carried out by the troops of the Kerman 
Division cag ‘the notorious robber tribe of Buchakchi living in the Sirjan 
district. ey have been for beet oe sillaging widely under their old chief, 
‘Hossain Khan, and a younger rival, Murad Ali Murad. Preliminary operations 
have been successful” in Soxupyioi sie ‘of their villages and’ in driving 
‘Hussain Khan with some 100 followers into hiding in the hills. 
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Bakhtiari 

11. Although Bakhtiari appears to be settling down under Morteza 
Quii Khan, there bas been an outbreak. of sheep stealing and pillaging on the 
northern limits in the district of Feraidun. The culprits are small tribes of 
Bakhtiari stock who are not now included in the Bakhtiari Governorship, notably 
the Zallaki and the Khajeh Mehdi Quli’s tribe. 


Khorasan, 
12. Soulat-es-Sultanch, the Hazara chief who rebelled against the Persian 
Government in January 1942 (see Summary No. 4/42, paragraph 9), has been 
illed while attempting to escape from a gendarmerie patrol who had been sent 
to summon him from his village to Meshed. 


Russian A ffairs. 


for the poorer classes, “ 
14. M, Maiaky arrived in Tehran on the 10th October on his return journey 


from London to Moscow, 


Polish Affairs. 
15, ‘The number of civilian Poles in Persia on the 30th September was :— 
Men. Women. Children, Total. 
In Tehran 1,108 4.70 2.000 


Tafaban 8t 563 
Ahwaz 306 938 


Total... 1405 6.200 4.143 


Tehran, 11th October, 1943, 





(E 6504/10/34) No. 30 
Sir R. Bullard to Mr, Bden—(Received 28th October) 

No, 430, : 

(NoTS Majesty’e representative [presents his" compliments to His Majesty's 

Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affoirs and has the honour to transmit 

herewith a copy of Intelligence Summary No, 42 for the period of the 12th to 

18th October, 1043, compiled by the military attaché to this legation, 


Tehran, 28th October, 1948. 


Enclosure in No, 30. 
(Seoret,) 
Mititary A ttaché'¢ Intelligence Summary No, 42 for the Period 12th to 
18th October, 1943. 


Persian A fairs. 

Political : Fa 4 
HE campaign against Seyyid Zia increases in vigour, The press ant 

Spates ‘ot the Tritel party openly accuse the British of having arranged his 
return to Persia and of intending to try to establish him as a dictator bound 
to British’ policy, It is more than hinted that his accession to power would 
ensure Russian hostility to Persia. There is little doubt that this f 
propaganda is Russian inspired. In spite of the strictest neutrality on the part 
Bf all British officials, Seyyid Zia is regarded as a British candidate for power. 
His success will be regarded by Persians as a British victory over the Russians, 
‘and bis failure asa Russian victory over the British, 


95 


2_ Dr. Millspaugh and all his staff have sent in their resignations to the 
Prime Minister because they have failed to get sufficient support from the Gavern- 
ment and the Majlis. Dr Millspangh’s chief cause of complaint is the failure 
af the Majlis to pass the Tocome ‘Lax Bill (ce Summary No. 28/48, paragraphs 10 
and 11), which be regards as essential to the rebabilitation of the country's 
economy. ‘The Government is ina quandary, If Dr. Millspaugh’s mission goes 
there will be no hope of obtaining financial assistance from America to make 
good the deficit in the budget, and the Government will he left to shoulder the 
esponsibility, with which they have now saddled the American Mission, for 
meeting their financial obligations, for reducing the cost of living and for 
ensuring the country’s bread supply. On the other hand, the members of the 
Present Majlis, with only a few weeks of life to run, will not easily be persuaded 
to impose heavy taxation on themselves and their wealthy friends. While there 
are many Persians who realise that the departure of the American Mission would 
be disastrous not only to the economy of Persia and to the reform of the 
Administration, but also to Perso-American relations, and would give great 
satisfaction to the Russians, there are few who would not welcome the replace 
ment of Dr. Millspaugh by someone less rigid and autocratic. It is understood 
that the onl: ion on which the mission will withdraw their resignation is 
the passage of the Income Tax Bill in the near future 

Hitherto military courts convened to try offences under the Military 
Governor Law have, with the exception of primary courts trying criminal charges, 
included officials of the Ministry of Justice both as members of the court and 
fas prosecutor. In future all such courts will be composed of military officers only 
‘and the prosecutor will be a military officer. 

4. The Law for Compulsory Primary Education which was approved by 
the Majlis in Joly provides that compulsory primary education shall be estab 
lished throughout the country within ten years, that the course shall be for six 
years, that tuition and books vhall be free for all, that children shall be inspected 
twieo yearly by qualified doctors, and that medical treatment shall be fre0 for 
poor children, 

5. The Shah returned to Tehran from Meshed on the 16th October. 


Economic. 
6._A committeo of prominent Persians has been formed in Tobran for the 
organisation of anti-typhus measures. The unfinished offices of the Ministry of 
Finance are being converted into a hospital of 300 beds and the British military 
athorities bave released one of the buil ly occupied by them as a 
hospital, which should accommodate an 


Persian Forces 
Army. 

7. In addition to the 200 lorries nientioned ii Summary No, 39/43, para. 
raph 3, the Persian army is also noquiring 400 10-ton Fords which were ease. 
lend supplies for the Russians and have been refused by them, This should give 

the Persian army ample second-line transport; but they are still almost entirely 
deficient in light vehicles 


Gendarmerie 

In the current your's budget the pay of the gendarme has been inoreased 
to 600 rials a month, from which he is supposed to teed himself. This increase 
has not brought forward a suitable type of volunteer and the gendarmerie remains 
at a very low ebb of efficiency and adds little to security. ‘The current year's 
budget bas been estimated for a force of 20,000. 


A ppointment»—Military. 
9. Sarhang Abbas Garzan, to be Deputy Chief of the General Staff, 


- Internal Security. 

10. General Jahanbani and Khosrow Qashgai have come to Tehran for 
discussions regarding future policy. There is not likely to be much change in 
that followed during recent weeks, but His Majesty's Legation will bring such 
pressure as is possible to secure the arrest of the Germans now in Fars. “There 
the situation remains much as was described in last week's Summary. 
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Bakhtiari. 
11. ‘The operations in Janeki (see S 40/43, paragraph 12) for 
the establishment there of Morteza Quli Khan's authority, which are being carried 
y ith a military column im shadowy support 
have progressed favourably and appear to be reaching a satisfactory conclusion. 


Western Azerbaijan. 


12. Some anxiety has been cansed to the Persian authorities by the incursion 
into Persia of Sheikh Latif, one of the sons of Sheikh Mabmnd of Suleimaniyeb. 

present in Sardasht preaching Kurdish independence and is reported 
to be creating some unrest among the tribes. 


Russian Affairs 


13, Soviet officials have for some time been showing an active interest in 
Political and economic conditions in South-West Persia. Soviet consuls have 
recently toured through the Lur tribes and have visited the Beni Turuf and other 
Arab tribes in Khuzestan, mecting tribal leaders and collecting information about 
tribal organisation and sentiments. A branch of the Soviet State Insurance 
Department has been opened in Khorramshahr and is said to be accepting all 
kinds of insuranoe policies 

14. Officials of the Russian Embassy are reported to be showing particular 
favour to Sartip Razmara, who recently resigned from the post of Chief of the 
General Staff and who nurses a grudge against the British on account of the 
#rrost by Indian troops of Persian officers at Isfahan (see Summary No. 36/43, 
Raragrapl 1), He has applied for leavo to visit Russia and has informed the 
Ministey for War that the Russians have said that they will welcome him if he 
is given leave. 

15, An Trano-Soviet Aid Soviety has been formed in, Tehran under the 
patronage of Queen Fowzieh for the collection of funds for the relief of distress 
in Russia, not as reported in Summary No, 37/48, paragraph 8, especially for 
Russian wounded. The committee includes the Minister for War, General 
Yazdan Panab, some officials and several prominent merchants, Tt receives much 
Boblicity in the press and quite substantial amounts have heen subscribed by 

reraian’ notables 

16, Tt has for some time been known that tyres obtained as loase-lend 
supplies have been sold on the black market in Tehran by official Soviet organisa 
tions. Reports have recently been received that spare parts for motor vehicles, 
for waich there is a very active demand, are also being sold. The purpose is 
presumably to obtain rials ‘The black market price for tyres has been up to 
swore than £400 each and has now dropped to £300, doe itis alleged, to Russian 
sales, 

17. An interesting contract between Russian practice and propaganda is 
feported from Tabriz. There the Russians have a contract with a spinning mill 
which the owner was practically forced to accept on terms which allowed the 
harest margin of ‘There has recently been much justifiable discontent 
among factory wor ‘Tabriz arising from their low wages and general bad 
conditions An official was deputed by the Persian Government to investigate 
and make recommendations. He recommended certain minimum, wages, the 
reduction of hoars of work. the provision of free bread, clothing and medi 

it. The owner of ‘the spinning mill mentioned above stated to His 
Majesty's Consul-General that with his contract with the Russians he would 
lose over 6 million rials a year if he were to implement these recommendations 
Shortly afterwards his employees with all factory workers in Tabriz struck for 
better conditions. The owner explained the position to them and, on his 
aggeation, they went to the Soviet Consolate-General to appeal for «relaxation 
of the terms of the contract, as the owner had himself done without success. The 
employees were not more successful than the owner. 
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(E 6896/110/34) No. 31 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr, Eden.—(Received 5th Norember:) 
(No. 435.) 

HIS Majesty's representative presents his compliments to His Majesty's 
Principal Secretary of State for Forsign Affairs, ond has the honour to transmit 
herewith a copy of Intelligence Summary for the period of the 19th to 
25th October, 1043, compiled by the military attaché to this legation, 


Tehran, 26th October, 1943. 


Enclosure in No, 31 
(Secret.) 
Military Attaché’s Intelligence Summary No. 48 for the Period 
19¢h-Both October, 1948, 


Persian Affairs. 
Political 

THE threatened resignation of Dr, Millspaugh’s mission was discussed in 
a secret session of the Majlis, where its consequences were sufficiently well 
realised to persuade a majority to decide in favour of collaboration with the 
mission. The Prime. Minister. was asked to convey to Dr. Millspaugh an 
assurance to this elect, and also to remind him that it was his duty to collaborate 
with the Majlis and to take into consideration the views of the Deputies and the 
amendments suggested by them to meastires he proposed. It is understood that 
it was made plain to the Deputies that Dr. Millspangh d ‘as a condition 
of the withdrawal of his resignation, the passage by the Majlis before the 
Ist November of three Billa: the Income Tax Bill, the Bill for the engagement 
of sixty American advisers for the financial mission and the Bill to sanction a 
further credit of 400 million rials for the financing of grain purchases. On the 
28rd October the President of the Majlis and twenty Deputies were summoned 
to the Palace, where the Shah impressed on them the necessity for early approval 
of the proposals of the American mission and other legislation now before them. 
During subsequent sessions of the Majlis the Deputies showed an unusual 
complaisance and passed the first reading of Bills for the engagement of American 
advisers for the gendarmerie, the army and the financial mission, and the second 
reading of the Perso-American Commercial Agreement, 

2. Dr. Millspaugh has also made some concessions. He has removed one 
cause of complaint and opposition by issuing orders, that landowners living in 
‘Tehran may import from their villages a year’s supply of wheat for themselves 
and their families (see paragraph 7 below). It ix understood that be has also 
Agreed to the reduction of the 80 per cent. tx be proposed 0 lxy on incomes of 
‘over 500,000 rials a year to 70 per cont. and he has appointed & committee of 
Telatively trusted Persians to report on the supply and distribution of bread in 
Tehran, Dr. Millspaugh is anxious to divest himself of responsibility for the 
baking and distribution of bread in Tehran and to hand it over to a Persian 


ager 


"3. The Tudeh party, with quite clear evidences of Soviet encouragement, 
staged a demonstration in Tebran against Sevyid Zia, Some of the Intter’s 
mopoias ‘collected to break up the meeting. The resulting fracas was dispersed 
by 


bare, Bill for the 

5. The Mi of Finance has laid before the Majlis a Bill for the grant 
to the Cereals ep thet Section of the Ministry of a credit of 400 million rials 
for the purchase of grain during the remainder of the current year, ¢., to the 
20th March, 1944. In the preamble to the Bill it is stated that the amount 
extimated as required to pay for the $50,000 tons of grain it was hoped to buy 
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during the current year was 1,465 million rials. Against this it was expected that 
4520 million rials would have been recovered by the end of the financial year from 
the sale to the public of grain and flour, leaving a deficit of 945 million rials, 
which would be met by 500 million already borrowed from the National Bank, 
the 400 million now asked fc m in hand. At the end of the current 
year, if the full amount of 350,000 tons were obtained, the Goverament would 
have grain in hand for sale to the public for consumption up to the next harvest, 
and in addition a reserve of 50,000 tons. 

6. |The Soviet authorities have agreed to facilitate the transport to Tehran 
from the provinces in their zone of 40,000 tons of wheat and barley and 
12,000 tons of rice. Against this they demand 40,000 tons of rice (for which they 
will pay in imported goods—00 per cent. to be piece-goods) and the execution of 
certain works to complete the railway from Zinjan to Mianch at an estimated 
cost of 40 million rials 

7. The Administrator-General of Finance bas issued orders (see. para: 
graph 2 above) that landowners living in Tehran who have delivered the whole 
of their sarplus grain may now bring to T Hi in required 
for one year’s consumption of their families, and, having delivered it to ane of 
the Government depots, in sealed bags if they so wish, may then draw from the 
depot their own bags ent amount of grain The np 
for a year's co 


Othor adults 
Children 


A ppointmenteCivil. 
8,—(i) Hussoin Sami’i (AdibesSultaneh) (FO. 185; MLA. 254) to be 
Governor General ofthe dra Cstan (astern Azerbaijan), . 
ii) Dr. Ali Quli Ardalan, younger brother of Avalan, Amanullah (F.0. 27; 
M.A, 38), to be counsellor to the Persian Embasry at " 


Persian Forces. 
Army, 
9, Reports have previously been made in thes su 
ambition to'exercise the aame contra! ove 
reluctance with which ho agreod to th 
Ministry for War, and of bis distrust of the ambitions of th 
War. ‘There is little doubt that the appointment to! hin per 
Yazdan Panah as his princi ADC of Brigadier. 
ef of his Military Se With the object of est 
to that of the Var. Both 
finister for War. are opposed to the grant 
can advisers, and are now ut heart untrioudly. to.’ 
a8 was reported in Summary No, 42/43, paragraph 14, 
bas recently established close relations with the Russians, whose opposition 10 
the American advisers is well known. They have both within recent months 
aff and havo bemne inf 
Indeed it may 
these mutually 
‘and unity in 


10. ‘The Bill for the engagement of General Ridley and a mission of thirty 
American officers as advisers to the Persian Army—see Summary No. 39/43, 
paragraph 4—has been passed by the Majlis 

TL An error was made in paragraph 7 of Summary No. 42. The capacity 
of the 400 Ford trucks which the Persian army is acquiring is now stated to be 
14 tons and not 10 tons 
Gendarmerie. 

12. The Bill for the engagement of up to eight American officers as 
advisers to the gendarmerie has passed the first reading in the Majlis. The Bill 
states that the senior of these officers shall he adviser to the Ministry of the 
Interior in gendarmerie matters, that the period af engagement shall be for two 
years and that the Government is authorised to define the powers of the advisers 
In agreement with the Government of the United States of America 





Appointments—Mititary 

13—(i) Sipalibod Yazd 
General to the Shah. 

(ii) Sartip Razmara to be Chief of the Shah’s Military Secretariat 

(iii) Sartip Hassan Arfa (F,0.30, M.A.37) to command the Ist (Tehran) 
Division, 

(iv) Colonel Ahmad Vossuq to command the Recruit Training Depot, ‘Tehran 

(¥) Colonel Magaddam Alavi to command to Central Administrative Depot, 
Tehran, 

(vi) Sartip Farajullah Keikavusi from command of the Ist Division to the 
unemployed list. 

‘he following officers have been retired — 


Sipahbod Sharbakti (F.0. 191; M.A. 262) 
id Ahmad Janpolad (Infantry), Ali Quali Abbasi 
alry), Hi Ni (Infantry), Mahmud Malik Khosrovi 


wh (F.0. 216; M.A. 301) to be Aide-de-Camp, 


Laternat Security. 
Fars, 

14. As x result of the visit to Tehran of General Jabanbani and Khosrow 
Qashgai the Government has decided to continue for the present the policy of 
appeasement which has for the time being produced a measure of peace, They 
hope that gestures of friendliness on the part of the Government will be more 
effective in producing dissension among the tribes than the threat of force, which 
gives the tribes an incentive to combine, and that by the spring the tribes will be 
sufficiently disunited to justify the Persian Army in undertaking piecemeal dis: 
armament, ‘That is an optimistic view. 

15. Khosrow Qashgai has again given solemn assurances to His Majesty's 
Legation that he will immediately on his return to Fars take measures for tho 
arrest and surrender to the British authorities of the Germans still in Fars, Much 
reliance cannot be put on these axsurances. rice 

16, The migration of the Khamsch and Qashgai tribes is now well on its 
way and some have already reached their winter quarters, 


Western Azerbaijan 

17. It was reported in Summary No. 40/43, paragraph 8, that the Soviet 
authorities were pressing for the re-establishment of gendarmerie posts all along 
the Turco-Persian frontier for the prevention of smuggling. The reply of the 
Persian Government was that since all the Kurds along this frontier were well 
armed, it would be impossible to establish gendarmerie posts in Kurdish territory 
unless the Persian Government were allowed to maintain in the. area military 
forces sufficiently strong to disarm or overawe the Kurds, — It has so far been 
Russian policy to limit to a small and ineffective number the Persian garrisons in 
Western Azerbaijan and to discourage action by Persian forces against the Kurds. 
‘A conference is to be held in Tehran between a Russian general, who has conx 
from Azerbaijan, and the Ministers of War and Interior to discuss the matter. 
In fact, the Persian budget does not allow the increase of gendarmerie o troops 


that appears necessary, 
Tehran, 25th October, VAS 





(E 7027/110/34) No. 8 
Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Eden.—(Received 16th November.) 
ah TIS) Majesty's representative presi his enmphiznenta, to Hie Majesty's 
‘incipal § tary of State for Foreij fairs, a the honour to transt 
Seti cay of Intelligence ‘Summary No. 44 for the period the 26th October 


to Ist November, 1943, compiled by the military attaché to this legation. 


Tehran, 2nd November, 1943. 
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Enclosure in No. 32. 
(Seoret.) 


Military Attaché's Intelligence Summary No. 44 for the Period 26th October Yo 
Lit November, 1943. 


Persian Affairs. 
Political ¢ 

THE Government survived an interpellation on the matter of the nation’s 
bread supplies on the 31st October and obtained a vote of confidence fram fifty of 
the eighty-one Deputies present, ‘The Shah had previously sent a mesage (0 
certain Deputies, who he believed were working for the overthrow af Sobeily and 
the substitution of Seyyid Zia, in. which he made it clear that in no circumstances 
would he accept Seyyid Zia as Prime Minister and that he expected them to 
support the present Government. 

2. Persians are now convinced that they see clear evidence of strife between 
Russian and British policy in Persia n advisers; 
the Russians oppose them. for War and. the 
Chief of the General Sta; the Russians bave General Razmara as Chief of the 
Shah's Military Secretariat, Seyvid Zia is pro-British; the Russians are 
strongly opposed to Seyyid Zia. ‘The British want the Central ( 
establish its authority; the Ramians encourage local nutonomy. 
have their candidates for the elections; the British have theirs. 

4. Dr, Millspaugh’s ultimatum to the Persian Government expires on the 
2nd November, Ax there is now no possibility of the Income Tax Bill. being 
passed bofore that date, he and his mission will presumably cease work unless be 
Foceives from the Deputies some adequate guarantee that the Bill will be approved 
{4s soon as possible 

4, A Bill was Inid before tho Majlis on the 24th October to define the 
offences and punishments referred to in the Government's communiqué which was 
reported in Summary No, 88/48, paragraph 2. ‘The offences are those connected 
with the wilful damage of communications, installations, factories, ports, 6, 
Of importance to the fiaperial Governs its Allies, the spreading of false 
‘or subversive news, the theft of arms, ammunition or military stores, subversive 
‘ctivition against the Government or concealing enemy agents. ‘Those offe 
will be tried by military courts, Details will be reported when tho Bi 
becomes law. 


Economic. 

5. ‘The Majlis has approved regulations governing the application of the 
law which granted credit oF 500 inllion rials for the assistance of underpaid 
Government employees (see Summary No. 38/43, paragraph 6), The regulations 
allow financial assistance from the 24th July, 1948, to all employees of the Court 
and all civilian employees of the Government, the Majlis and municipalities 
including members of the police fores, but not of the gendarmerie or army, 
Cabinet Ministers, Deputies of the Majlis, Governors-General and Governors are 
also eligible, Extra allowances will be paid on the following, wale :— 


On the first 1,000 rials or less of monthly salary 
‘On salary in excess of 1,000 rials up to £000 rials 
On salary in excess of 2,000 rials 


‘The mininum monthly wage will be 1,000 rials for a full day's work. In 
addition, Government employees will be entitled to purchase all commodities 
whose sale is a Government monopoly at favourable prices approved by the 
Government. 

6, ‘The Government is in considerable difficalties over transport. ‘Theoreti- 
cally, the Road Transport Department controls some 900 trucks supplied to the 
Persian Government on lease-lend terms and some 1,000 privately-owned tracks 
‘on contract. In practice, the drivers of these trucks find it more profitable to carry 
goods for merchants than for the Persian Government, with the result that they 
escape for loug periods from the control of the Road Transport Department. 
Immediate transport requirements, among the more urgent of which are the 
collection of grain for the towns and of the beet harvest for the sugar factories 
the anti-locust operations in South-East Persia and the supply of oil for civil 
needs, cannot be met, and appeal has had to be made to the British military 
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authorities for assistance. Tehran will be faced with a bread crisis within'a 
month unless wheat is transported from Kermanshab and Hamadan, 

7. The Majlis has passed a law which makes tradesmen, hotel and 
restaurant keepers and vendors of provisions convicted of selling their wares at 
prices above those fixed by Government or municipalities liable to punishment for 
the first offence of 50-100 lashes, three months’ imprisonment and a fine of 200 
1,000 rials. Several shopkeepers have already suffered corporal punishment 


Persian Forces 
Army. 

5. There ia reason to suspect that the Russians are now endeavouring. to 
‘establish some influence in the Persian army, or at least to prevent the foundation 
of American and British influence. They regard the Minister for War and the 
Chief of Staff as pro-British, co-operative with the American advisers, and conse- 
quently anti-Russian. As previously reported, they have been paying some 
attention to Sartip Razmara, the leader of the Opposition party in the army, and 
may perhaps hope to be able, through him in his position as chief of the Shah's 
military cabinet, to influence the Shah in his capacity of Commander-in-chief of 
the Army. One of the Russian-supported papers has recently published articles 
addressed to the younger generation of officers heavily criticising their seniors, 
Some Persian officers are ready to belicve that Russian influence will be 

amount in Persia after the war and that servility to the Russians may be the 
est way of achieving their ambitions, 

9. Relations between the Minister for War and the Shab are strained. ‘The 
Shah accuses the Minister for War of to be commander-in-chief. The 
Minister for, War greatly resents the Shah's action in cousulting General 
Razmara before approving papers which be brings up to the Shah, He may 
resign. 


Poliee. 


10, Owing to the difficulty of obtaining recruits for the police force, in spite 
of their pay having becn raised 10 1,000 rials a month, the Government have 
submitted 12 the Majlis Bill to mako cortain classes of persons who had. boon 
sxempted from military service by te revised Military Service Law of the 
20th March, 1043, liable to conscription for service in the police, These are 
unmarried men who are the only supporters of certain specified relatives. 


Air Force. 

11, Colonel Staudach, a Persian officer of Austrian descent, of the Persian 
air force, has left for Mid-East, where he is to be given opportunities to gain 
experience to qualify him to command the Persian air force. 


Appointmente—Military. 
12, Sarhang Amidi to command the 8th (Khorasan) Division, 


Internal Security. 
Azerbaijan. 

18, In Summary No. 43, paragraph 17, it was reported that a conference 
was to be held im Tehran between Russian and Persian authorities to discuss the 
policing of the Turvo-Persian frontier by Persian gendarmerie. ‘The Persians 
contended that gendarmerie posts could not be maintained among the armed 
Kurdish tribes without strong military backing. The Russians were unwilling 
to agree that the Persian army should be given liberty of action to operate against 
the Kurds with such forces as it considered necessary, but eventually agreed 
verbally that twelve companies of, infantry might be posted in support of 
gendarmerie frontier posts on condition that any aperations they carried out were 
under gendarmerie and not under army control. The gendarmerie on the frontier 
is to consist of six battalions. ‘The Russians also agreed verbally that a brigade 
of Persian troops should he stationed at Mahabad, that south of a line from 
Ushniyeh to Mahabad the Persians could dispose their troops and carry ont any 
operations they liked without reference to the Russians, but that north of that 
line the Russians must be kept informed of any redistribution of the fo 
brigades—at Tabriz, Ardebil, Rezaieh, Mahabad—to which they have agreed, and 
of any troop movements. The decisions arrived af are to be put into writing, and, 
until they are signed by the Russians, they should not be accepted as definite. 
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Bakhtiari. 

14. The operations carried oat by Bakhtiari tribesmen in 
lerritory for the establishment of the authority of Morteza Quli Khan, Governor 
of Bakhtiari, which were referred to in Summary No. 42/43. paragraph 11, have 
teen successfully concluded and Morteza Quit Khan's nominee has been installed 
as Governor. 


Kuhigalw, 

15. Plans have now been made for operations for the disarmament of the 
Bahmai and Taiyyibi tribes to begin on the 7th December. Columns are to 
operate southwards from the Isfahan Division and northwards from Ram 
Hormuz. It is considered unlikely that the Boir Ahmadi will come to the 

‘stance of the Bahmiai and Taiyyibi, as they are occupied with inter-clan 
dissensions 
Pars, 
U5. Only a few cates of minor lonting have been reported during the past 
week. 


Tehran, lst November, 1943. 





[B 7356/110/34) No. 33 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr, Eden —(Reevived 2th November. 
(No. 447.) : Be tem 
__. HIS Majesty's representative presents his compliments to His Majesty's 
Principal Seretary of State for Foreign Affairs and bas the honour to transmit 
herewith « copy of Intelligence Summary No, 45 for the period of the 2nd to 
8th November, 1043, compiled by the inilitary attaché to this legation. 


Tehran, th November, 1943. 


Enclosure in No. 83. 
(Secret.) 
Military Attaché's Intelligence Summary No. 45 for the Period 
‘Qnd November to 8th November, 1943. 


Persian Affas 
Political faire 


Bi 


Economie 
3 Speaking in the Majlis on the 1st October, the Prime ¥ 
following figures abont the grain situation :— 


Landlords’ undertakings to deliver 
Deliveries to the 28th October 
Stocks in the Tehran stores on the 26th October— 
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In Khorassan collections of grain have fallen short of forecasts, and it is now 
estimated that the province may have a deficit of 2,500 tons instead of a surplus 
of 10,000, 

A. ‘The Rodsians are placing contacts for ruins in Rexath, and, in onder 
to bring down the price, they have banned the export of raisins from the area, 
The result is a drop im price of 50 per cent., which is a serious matter for 
caltivators. 

3. The Administrator-General of Finance has published regulations for the 
control of motor transport throughout the country except transport owned or 
controlled by the Pers y and gendarmerie, Allied military authorities, the 
UKCC, the Anglo-Tranian Oil Company and Iransovtraus: In future, no 
goods may be carried by any motor vehicle, other than those excepted above, 
Unless they are covered by a permit issued by the proper authorities. Goods 
illicitly carrie id and the owner of the vehicle may be required 
to pay a fine or to suffer the confiscation of his vehicle. Lorry owners who refuse 
to carry goods for whose transport proper authority has been given may likewise 
have their vebicles confiscated, The sale of petrol or lubricants is forbidden to 
any motor vehicle whose load is not covered by the authorised permits. 


Pe, Persian Forces, 


6 In Summary No. 44/43, paragraph 9, it was reported that relations were 
strained between the Shah and’ the Minister for War, who was threatening to 
resign. The Shah, possibly because he realised that the British Legation would 
not at present welcome the resignation of the Minister, bas yielded on the main 
point at issue, which was whether papers prosented by the Minister to the Shab 
should be subject to scrutiny by the Chief of the Shah's Military Secretariat, 
General Razmara, before return to the Minister. ‘The Shah bas agreed not to 
insist on this and that regulations should be drafted by tho Minintry for War to 
define the duties and responsibilities of his Military Secretariat. ‘These will 
probably be on the Belgian snodel. It seems that the Shah has decided that for the 
time being he will not farce the issue between himself and the Ministry of War 
for control of the army 


Appointments—Military, 
7. Army-(i) Sarhong Ebtisabian to be Head of the Ist Bureau, Gene 


Stall 
(ii) Sarhang Ghulam Reza Shahin to be Head of the 3rd Burown, General 


Stall 
(iii) Sarhang Sagafi to be Head of the General Staff Secretariat 


Police(iv) Colonel Abdullah Saif to be Director-General of Police. 


The following officers have retired -— 


Sartips 
‘Abdul Hussein Ghaftari (MLA. 96). 


JaflaL-ul-din Nikkah, 
Talla! Khaz. 

Rashid Aslani 
Yusaf Sipahpor. 
Rohallah Vakshpar. 


Russian Affairs, 


8 The Minister for War, who a short time ago was reproached by the Soviet 
Chargé d’Affaires with being unfriendly to Russian interests and hostile to 
Persians who co-operated with the Soviet, states that in a recent interview he 
found M. Maximov in much more friendly mood. The latter went so far as to 
say that he had done the Minister an injustice in accusing him of unfriendliness, 
ardl he promised to intervene with the Soviet military authorities for the return 
to the Persian army of some of the barracks occupied by Soviet troops in Meshed, 


Tehran, 8th November, 1943. 
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(E 7465 /140/35) No. 34 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Eden—{Received 29th November, 1943) 

(No. 455.) 

,_ HIS Majesty's representative presents his compliments to His Majesty's 

Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs and has the honour to tranamit 
with a copy of Intelligence Summary, No. 46, for the period the 9th to 

15th November, 1943, compiled b military attaché to this: legation 


Tehran, 16th November, 1943, 


Enclosure in No 3 
pany nclosure in No 34 
Military Attaché’s Intelligence Summary, No, 46, for the period th to 
Toth November, 1043 bie 


Perrian A fairs. 
Political ares 

1. The Prime Minister's position grows weaker and there a1 who 
prophesy that he cannot last much looger.”"He has leat the sympathy of the 
capitalists for allowing Dr, Millspaugh’s Income Tax Bill to become law, of those 
x-Deputies who have not been {celeced for allowing the new elections to be held 

nd of the general lure to set Persia's 

wod'ol oa gfx Taher te 9 Porsi’s howe tn order, Therare 

2. id Zia-ud-din, after forty days in Persia, states that he has made 
headway and gained many new adherents, To the neutral observer, however, the 
Russian refusal to have anything to do with him, his incompetent associates 
(with, the exception of Zarin Kafsh and Thtehaj) and his failure to produce & 
Practical programme of reform. belie his watement 

3. Dr, Millspaugh's Income Tax Bill was passed by the Majlis on_ the 
12th November and his mission have, therefore, withdrawn their resignations. 
DE. Millspaugh paye tribute to the well-timed. intervention of His Imperial 
Majesty The Shah, who interviewed certain Majlis Deputies and f 
the evil consequences for Peruia of further delay. ns na Warned them a 


economic. 


4, ‘The British army has come to the rescue of the Persian Road 1 rt 
Board and is to move 10,000 tons of grain duringt December and eres rom 
Kermanshah to Hamadan, Sultanabad (Arak) and Tehran. 


Persian Forces, 


5. Reference paragraph 6 of Summary No. 45/43, Ger 
American adviser to the Persian Ministry of War, has subm epee 
% tba § shah pointing out tat there ie 2b necemity for a military secretariat on 
ie Belgian or any other model and that the functions of ‘s 
secretary abould be limited to ceremonial. ee ae 


Internal Securit 

Kurdistan. piiriarats 
6, In Sennah the situation is generally quiet. In Southe 

is expected that the situation will improve owing to the ‘lenuaay under 

yeillance in Kermanshah of two prominent Guran chieftains who are believed 

to have had dealings with Naubakht, the pro-Axis politician. 


Kerman, 


__7. Hussein Buchakchi bas met the General Officer Cot K 
Division and has agreed to surrender the arms recently Taoted by his allover a 


Dashti. 

8 Operations against Ali Ismail were begun on the 11th ) 
a fore of one company was landed from HM. Seabelle at Daiyir. ‘The foree 
Tanded at dawn and captured the town after slight opposition. Owing to leakage 
of information, Ali Ismail had fled the day before. A second force of two lorry- 
borne infantry companies has also started from Bushire, 


Fars. 
9. Khosrow Qashgai has been notified by telegram from the Minister’ of 
the Interior of his appointment as Governor of Firuzabad. 


Kuhigalu and Bakbtiari 

10. Reference Intelligence Summary No. 44/43, paragraph 15, the northern 
column is to consist of one regiment of infantry and a contingent of about 
500 Bakhtiari horsemen under Jehanshah s/o Motteza Quli Khan. 

‘Two regiments of infantry are to move to Arak by road and thence by rail 
to Ahwaz where they will be joined by a third regiment and form the southern 
column, which is to move northward to disarm first the Bahmai and then the 
Taiyyibi. Tt is not thought that the Boir Ahmedi will come to the assistance of 
either of these two tribes but a regiment of infantry is to remain at Behbchan to 
deal with any uprising on their part. ‘Sartip Qudr, General Officer Commanding 
Isfahan Division, is to be in command of the operations, 


A ppointments—Cicil 
11. (i), Allyar Saleh (F.0, 184-M_A. 243) to be Persian ‘Trade representative 
in India with headquarters at Bombay. His first task is to arrange for the 
purchase and shipment of tea and textiles 
) Abul Fasl Shahrukhi, Director of the Statistical Scction of the 
‘istry for Foreign Affairs, to be Counsellor in the Persian Embassy at Moscow. 


Polish A fairs. 
12, The number of Poles in Persia on the 4th November, 1943, was :-— 
Men Women. Children. Total. 


In Tehran 114 4,269 1,865 
Isfahan 80 562 1,559 
Abwaz 361 1,128 668 


Total 555 5,949 


Tehran, Vth November, 1943. 





(1B 7572/10/35) No, 35 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Eden—(Received 3rd December.) 
(No. 465.) 5 
HIS Majesty's representative presents his compliments to His Majest 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs and has the honour to transsnit 
herewith a copy of Intelligence Summary No. 47 for the period of the 16th to 
2nd November, 1943, compiled by the military attaché to this legation, 


Tehran, 23rd November, 1943. 


Enclosure in No. 35. 


ary Attaché’s Intelligence Summary No. 47 for the Period 16th to 
‘Bind November, 1943. 


Persian Affairs. 


1. The life of the present Majlis ends on the 28rd November. The presence 
‘of sixty-nine members is necessary before the new Majlis can open. About sixty 
hhave already been elected, but itis not unlikely that the opening will be postpom 
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for some weeks on one pretext or another. It is understood that the Shah wishes 
in the interim to dismiss the present Prime Minister and to put in a Cabinet of 
his own choosing. As-far as is known, he has not yet selected the new Prime 
Minister, 

2. Relatious are still strained between the Shah and the Minister for War 
and the latter suspects that the Shah is endeavouring to force him to resign oF to 
find excuses for omitting him from the next Cabinet 

3. During the last fortnight of its life the Majlis passed the following 
Bills :— 

the Budget Bill. 

he Income Tax Bill—see Summary No. 23/43, paragraph 10, 

he Bill for the engagement of sixty American advisers for the 
Millspangh Mission, 

the Bill authorising the Government to borrow 400 million rials for the 
purchase of drugs. 

The Bill granting a credit of 20 million rials for the 

‘The Workers’ Insurance Bill—see Sui 

‘The Bill making military person 
courts for all except purely military off 


4, Voting for the election of new Deputies for T ix about to begin. 
Tr is expected that the elections will not be completed. for two or three weeks. 

6. A letter from the Presid Traqi Parliament addressed to the 
Fersian Parliament protesting against the action of the French authorities in 
the Lebanon was read out in open session. 

6. The Shah has given £500 to ari Haig’s Fund. 


Economic. 

7, The 1043-44 Budget Law was passed by the Majlis on the 16th November. 
As presented, the budget was divided tuto two parts; ** (a) the ordinary badget, 
showing revenue at approximately 1,801 million rials. and expenditures ag 
9,208 million rials, or « deficit of about 1,400 million rials, and (b) the " Extra- 
ordinary” budget (dealing with the trading and industrial enterprises of the 
Government) showing revenue at about 6,7 million rials, and expenditure at 
about 5,807 million rials; or approximately self-balancing, 

Dr. Millspaugh had already indicated in one of hix recent Monthly Reporte 
the probability of a large budget deficit, which, he recommended, should be met 
by a foreign loan, ‘The Majlis, however, are opposed to Persia asking for foreign 
financial help, and accordingly proceeded to balance the budget by bringing in as 
an item of revenue the value (approximately 1,600 sniflion rials) of the stocks of 
‘commodities held by the various Government trading agencies at the beginning 
of the current financial year. 

8. Dr. Millspanghi has made further concessions to the householder in the 
matter of obtaining flour in addition to that reported in Summary No, 43/43, 
paragraph 2. He hias nov insued a regulation which Peruics heads of families 16 
purchase, but only from proprictors who have fulfilled their undertakings or from 
Peasants, wheat for consumption by their fatnilies at the approved wale of 
160 kilog. for each member. Licenoes to purchass will be issued hy. the Cereals 
and Bread Department, and the wheat parchased must pass through ane of the 
warebouses of the department from which delivery may be taken on production of 
ration cards. 

9, The Majlis has passed the Bill authorising the Government to borrow 
from the Nationa! Bank the amount of 400 million rials to finance the purchase of 
grain until the end of the current financial year—see Summary No. 48/43, pa 
graph 5—also & Bill granting a eredit of 20 million rials to the Pharmaceitical 

Institute for the purchase of druj 


10, The Majlis has passed a Bill sanctioning the engagement of two 
American experts for service with the Ministry of Hygiene. One is to be direct 
general of the Service of Hygiene and the other director of the Pharmaceutical 
institute. 

11. On the 16th November the Shah opened the Machine Gun factory, or 
rather that part of it which has been completed, to mannfacture machine pistols 
for delivery to the Soviet authorities in accordance with the contract they made 

: 


with the Persian Government—see Summaries No. 45/42, paragraph i1, and 
49/42, paragraph 15. The contract was for the manufacture and supply by the 
Persian Government of 60,000 rifles, 42 million rounds of ammunition and 30,000 
machine pistol. As regards machine pistols, the contract stipulated that 4000 
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should be delivered in August 1943. and the remainder at interyals. before 
December 1943, The delay in completing the factory is due to the failure of the 
Russians to provide certain machinery in time At the official opening it was 
stated that the capacity of the factory was now 60,000 machine pistols a year and 
was capable of being increased to 100,000, It was expected that $0,000 would be 
completed by the 20th March, 1944. The Soviet authorities have not yet made any 
agreement regarding payment for these arms. 


Persian Forces, 


12, The Shah is incensed by the opposition in the Ministry for War and the 
General Staff to his military secretariat, and General Ridley's plain expression of 
opinion that such an institution was winecessary and injurious has not disposed 
him more kindly to the American advisers. He vented his anger on General Riazi, 
the Chief of Staff, when the latter supported General Ridley's views, by accusing 
him of being an informant of the British Legation and disloyal to himself, 

13. Twelve officers of the Persian Air Force left Tehran on the 21st November 
for training in England by the Royal Air Force. 


Appointments—Military. 
14.—(i) Sarhang Mahmud Sartipi to be second in command of the 
2nd Division. 
(ii) Sarhang Mugbeli to be Chief of Staff of the Forces of the South. 
(iit) Sarbang Bahrami to command the 6th (Fars) Division 
(iv) Sarhang Dadsetan to command the Wth (Kaserun) Brigade (Earn 
Division) ¥ 
(x) Sarhang Himmat to command the 17th (Jabrum) Brigade (Fars Division). 
(vi) Sarbang Mustashiri to command the gendarmerie of the Khuzistan and 
Lurestan Gendarmerie District. 


Internat Security. 


18. Tribal migrations this year have been accompanied by very little dis- 
turbance, and generally throughout the country there is an unusual degree of 
}ough much robbery. This is, no doubt, partly due to the fact that the 
Persian Govcramect is being oarefal to evoid silting op airfe or interfering 
aggressively in tribal affairs. Kurds, Qushyai, Bakhtiari have all now achiev 
‘avery fair measure of autonomy, But peace rests on a yery insecure basis. It is 
not in the nature of Persian tribesmen, plentifully supplied with arms and 
ammunition, to be good for long. In Khuzistan the Arabs cannot refrain from 
robbing friend and foe and they will probably continue to do so until their arms 
are taken from them, In Fars, although there is no serious tribal disturbance 
while Nasir Qushgai tries to consolidate his position and extend his influence over 
doubtful, neutral and hostile tribes, there is much robbery. During a tour made 
by the General Officer Commanding the Southern Forces a few minor brigands 
surrendered, bat many notorious robbers are still active. 


Russian Affairs. 

16. Vishinsky, Vice-Commissar for Foreign Affairs of the U.S'S.R., has 

arrived in Tehran on his way to Algiers 
Turkish A ffairs. 

17. In Summary No, 85/43, paragraph 21, it was reported that the Turkish 
Government had offered 100 scholarships at Turkish colleges to Persian students, 
‘Twenty-five of the selected students have recently left Persia for Turkey. 

Tehran, 22nd November, 1943. 
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(E7806 /110/34) No. 36 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Eden—{Received \7th December.) 
(No. 478.) - 

HIS Majesty's representative presents his compliments to His Majesty's 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs and has the honour to transinit 
jerewith a copy of Intelligence Summary No. 48 for the period of the 
rd November to the Sth December, 1943, compiled hy the military attaché to 
this legation 


rehran, 6th December, 1943, 


Enclosure in No, 36. 
(Beoret.) 
Military Attaché’'s Intelligence Summary No, 48 for the Period Bird November 
to 5th December, 1943, 


Persian Affaire 
Political. 

1. Persians feel honoured that Tehran should have been selected for the 
meeting of Mr. Churchill, Mr, Roosevelt and Premier Stalin and have 
appropriated to themselves some the presence in their capital of #0 
many distinguished men. The s ernment are greatly pleased 
that the representatives of the three Powers signed a declaration affirming theit 
desire for the maintenance of the territorial integrity and independence of Persia. 
‘Tho Shab has declared himself to be highly delighted with the sentiments 

pressed by Stalin in a private audience, which bad relieved him of anxiety 
regarding Russian intentions towards Persia and more particularly towards 
Himself. “He now folt confident of Stalin's personal goodwill and support.” (See 
also paragraph 8 below.) 

2. The closing down of all communications from and to Tehran during the 
conference created some anxiety in the provinces as to what was happening in 
the capital. ‘The commonest. supposition waa that a revolutionary cowp d' lat 
had taken place and that a new dictator would be found to be installed in power 

3. The 1th Majlis held its last session on the 23rd November, Over 
seventy of the new Deputies have been elected aud that nusmber ix aufficient for 
the opening of the new Majlis. The Shah, howover, is in no hurry to see the new 
Majlis in operation as he hopes to have ‘a Government of his own choosing in 
office before it opens. He has not yet been able to find a Prime Minister to his 
liking, and Sobetly may continue. He tried, but failed, to persuade Hussein Al 

F.0. 7, M.A. 11), his Minister of Court, to acoept the charge. He appears to be 
determined to get rid of Sipahbud Ahinadi from the Ministry of War, and in 
this determination he will find encouragement from the Russians, who regard 
General Ahmadi as being too pro-British. ‘The Shah recently warned the Chief 
of Staff against being too openly co-operative with the British. That, he said, 
was not in the interests of Persia as it aroused Russian hostility and suspicion. 


Economic. 

4. A syndicate of Persian merchants has been formed for the parchase of 
60,000 tons of rice in the Caspian provinces. Of this amount 36,000 tons will 
be sold to the Soviet authorities, who will pay in goods—eugar, pivce-goods and 

lassware. The balance of 24,000 tons will be sold to the Persian Government. 
he rice crop in the Caspian provinces is estimated this year to be 250,000 tons. 

5, The Majlis pasted a law authorising the Government to mint and. put 
into circulation silver coins of the denominations of 1, 2, 5 and 10 rials. The 
coins are to be 60 per cent. silver and 40 per cent. copper. 

6. The press reports that the Council of Ministers has approved a decree 
forming a new Shabristan (i.e., a Farmandar's or Governor's district) to inclnde 
the Bakshes of Saqqiz, Baneh and Sardasht. 


Appointments—Cieil. 
7—(i) Sultan Ahmad Rad (MLA. 234) to be Governor General of Kerman 
Province, 
i) Nasrullah Vasiq Kia to be Formandar of Khoi. 
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Persian Forees. 
Army. 

8. ‘The Shah has told the Minister for War and tbe Chief of Staff separately 
that Stalin during a private audience had promised the Shah Russian support in 
forming a large and strong Arivy in P As evidence of goodwill Stalin was 
presenting twenty aircraft and twenty tanks to the Shah and would send instruc- 
tors to train Persian crews. He proposed that the Russians should establish a 
flying school at Kazvin or some other place in North Persia for the training of 
Persian pilots. This will be claimed as a justification for their attitude by 
General Razmara and other officers who have receutly been seeking Russi 
support against the allegedly pro-British Minister for War and Chief of Stal 
who have drawn no tanks or aircraft from the British. 


A ppointments—Mititary. 
9.—(i) Sarlashiar Hadi Shagagi (FO, 100, M.A.270) to bo Director of the 
Military Tribunals Department uf the War Oftice. 
Gi) Sarbang Muhammad Hussein Amin to command the 8th (Reznich) 
Brigade. 
(iii) Sarlachkar Abdul Majid Firux to be an Tnapector at the Ministry for 
War, 
(iv) Sarhang Abdullah Qutehbegi to be Military Prosecutor-General. 
(v) Sart jussein Nagdi to be Commandant of the Secondary 
Military C: 
4) Sarhang Azizullah Afkhami to command the Recruit Training Depot 
Srd (Azerbaijan) Division. 
(vii) Sarhang Jamshed Haidari to command the Recruit Training Depot of 
the 10th (Khuzestan) Division. 
ng Ghalam Hussein Afkhami to command the Recruit Training 
h (Kerman) Division, 
(ix) Sarhang Mustafa Nowtash Co command the (Behbehan) Brigade of the 
10th (Khuzestan) Division. 


Police. 
(x) Sarhang Parsa to be Chief of Police in Khorassan, 


Retirements, 


wang Ibrahim Bani Sadr, 
Farrukh. 


Internal Security. 


There are indications that General Jahanbani is losing faith in the 
professions of goodwill of Nasir and Khosrow Qashgai. The Germans have not 
yet been handed over; Nasir is demanding that five of the Deputies of Fars should 
be his nominees and’ has threatened that he will not be able to prevent some 
Qushgais from going to the help of the Dashtis and Tangistanis, against whom 
Persian troops are now carrying out disarmament operations, unless the opera- 
tions are stopped. General Jahanbani is now making some attempt to assure 
non-Qashigai tribes that Nasir is not the power in Fars that he claims to be. 
Abdullah Zarzhampur of the Boir Ahmadi has reproached Nasir with deserting 
him and has informed him that he now considers himself free to act in his own 
interests alone. 

Kuh-i-Galu, 

11. The plans for the disarmament of the Taiyyibi, Bahmai and Western 
Janeki tribes, which were referred to in Summary No. 44-43, paragraph 15, have 
been considerably modified and the projected operation may in the end be 
abandoned. The change is due to the Minister for War's lack of confidence in 
Sartip Qadar, whose troops were to have taken part in the operations. The latter 
is involved in an elaborate intrigue to discredit the Minister for War of which 


the moving spirit is General Rarmara, to whose ty Sartip Qadar belongs. 
‘The Shah has refused to approve the Minister ey ‘ar's ae ey 
Sartip Qadar or his command. The Shah also would willingly eee the Minister 
for War discredited 
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Russian A fairs. 


joods delivered to Russia by the Zahidan—Me 
October was 5,623 tons. The U.K.C.C. now operate 
1,087 tracks on this route, 


Addendum. 


Last, Summary—No, 42/47/43 dated 22/11/4: 


uh 3, Tine 8, for 
“ drugs" read “* grain.” ‘ 


Tehran, 5th December, 1943. 





(B 8168/110/34) No, 87 


Sir R, Bullard to Mr. Bden.—(Received S14t December) 
(No. 494.) 

HIS Majesty's representative presents his compliments to His Majesty's 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs and has the honour to transmit 
herewith a copy of Intelligence Summary No. 48 for the period of the 6th to the 
Wh December, 1943, compiled by the military attaché to this legation. 


Tehran, 20th December 1943, 


Enclosure in No. 
(Seoret,) 


Mititary Attaché's Intelligence Summary No. 49, for the period Gth to 
19¢h December, 1043 
Persian Affairs 

Political. a 

1. Under strong pressure from the Shah, the Prime Minister and the 
Cabinet resigned on the Mth December. Soheily was immediately asked to form 
‘new Cabinet and was obliged to inolude in it cortain Ministers of the Shah's 
‘own choice and to exclude the only two strong men of the previous Cabinet—the 
Ministers for the Interior and for War. ‘The elimination of these two was indeed 
the Shah's main object in insisting on a reorganisation of the Cabinet. His 
increasing hostility to General Abmadi has been mentioned in these summaries 
and the latter's dismissal and replacement by Thrahim Zand have been interproted 
in some quarters as an indication of the Shah's desire to please the Russians at 
the expense of the British, for General Ahmadi was generally believed to be 
Pre_Beitish and antt-Russian while Thrahim Zand, having been educated ip 

ussia, is credited with being pro-Russian. 
2." The new Cabinet is as follows :— 


Prime Minister 
Justice 


es Sultaneh) (F.0. 99) 
Eaheation: Tan Saddig (F-0, 178 ray 247). uN : 
‘osts and Telegraphs: Hamid Sayyah (F.O. 187, M.A. 258) 
War: Ibrahim Zand Pie eae 
Rublic Health: Dr. Ghani 
Commerce and Industry: Sartip Shefahi (F.0.190, M.A. 2 
Without Portfolio: Mustafa Adi (FO. 1, SEA. 1), ae 


‘The only portfolios that remain in the same hands as in the previous Cabinet 
are those of Justice and Foreign Affairs. Of the new Ministers Saddiq, Sayyab 
and Adl have held office in previous Cabinets. Zand and Shafai have both 
recently been members of the Shah's personal staff, as was Jntizam until he became 


(+) Members of previous Cabinet. 


mi 


a. Cabinet Minister in February 1948, Nuri Isfandiari is also a Shah's nominee. 
It is generally thought that this is the Shah's first step in tho experiment of 
governing the country through a subservient Cabinet as his father did. 

Tho Cabinet resembles those approved by his father, in that it contains no 
man of strong character. It is, however, composed of men who, with the 
exception of the Prime Minister, have a relatively good reputation for honesty. 
In order to gain popular support much is likely to be made of professions of the 
Government's desire to improve the condition of the lower classes, for the mood 
of the new Majlis is likely to be critical and suspicious of the Shah's intentions. 
It is unlikely to have the docility of the Majlises selected by Reza Shah; nor 
has his youthful son his strength of character or singleneas of purpose. It is 
rumoured that the Shah intends to postpone the opening of the new Majlis for 
‘as long as possible. 

3. ‘The Shah, the press and the politically-minded public continue to find 
cause for rejoicing in the results of the Tehran Conference, and particularly in 
the three-Power declaration conce: ‘The latter has certainly greatly 
relieved public anxiety regarding the n of Persia vis-d-vis Russia after 
the war. The declaration dees tot thing that had not previously 
been said by Great Britain and Russia, and it is prestmably the association of 
the United States with the assurances that h such confidence to Persians. 
It is to be hoped that the result will be that they will now concern themselves less 
with speculations about the possible intentions of their neighbours and will devote 
themselves to putting their very untidy house in order 

4. Both tho Shah and the Primo Minister have gained in public esteem, 
the latter's hitherto unsuspected statesmanship being given some credit for Persia 
having acquired the proud position of being the only country to haye been given 
a public individual assurauee of her post-war position by the three Powers 
5. To commemorate the conference the Tehran Municipality has decided 
that three streots in Tehran shall be named Roosevelt, Stalin and Winston 
Churchill 

6. Owing to complaints of irregularitios and intorforence by Government 
officials, which led to the dismissal of Bahrami, the chief of the Tehran 
Municipality, voting in the Tehran el s suspended for some days. Tt hi 
now been resumed. 


Economie. 
7. In.an interview with the press, Cravford, the American Director of the 
Cereals and Bread Department, gave the following figures ;— 
ALI5th December, At 15th December, 
1948. 
Tons. 
Undertakings 312,957 
* 203,405 
Govornmont stores 164,005 
Stocks in Tehran 
Wheat, 3,300 tons, 
Barley, 7.000 tons 
Flour, 25900 tons 
Other grains, 2,800 tons 


Daily consumption of Tehran, 250 tons. 


Persian Forces, 
Army. 

8. ‘The Shah is reported by more than one reliable informant to have said 
that, having got rid of General Ahmadi from the Ministry for War and 
substituted for him a presumably tractable civilian of his own choice, he now 
intends to be Commander-in-chiet of the Army in fact as well as in name and to 
limit the rile of the Ministry for War to that of supplying the needs of the army. 
He has even been considering the cancellation of the decree whereby the 
subordination of the General Staff to the Ministry was made clear. He is still 
exalted by the belief that in this he will be supported by the Russians, His 
dismissal of General Ahmadi is being represented as a gesture to please the 
Russians, and the army is now expecting that the Shah will go a step further in 
this policy by substitating General Raznara for General Riazi at Chief of Staff 
(see also Summary No. 44, 1943, paragraph §). 
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9 ‘The Government has now issued regulations defining the duties and 
ywers of the American military advisers to the Ministry for War. Their duties 
Ere to advise om all matters connected with the administration of the army and to 
prepare plans for administrative reform. Their responsibilities extend to those 
Gepartments of the Ministry dealing with office work, finance, transport, supply, 
engineer, medical and veterinary services, recruiting, military justice and horse 
breeding. Of the eleven officers now available, seven are allotted to headquarters 
and four to proviucial divisions, one to two divisions. The members of the 
‘American mission are responsible for supervising and assisting in the execution 
Of the regulations governing administration issued by the Ministry for War on 
the advice of the head of the mission. They will be directly under the orders of 
the head of the mission, and will not exercise command of any unit of the Persian 
army unless authorised to do so by the Minister for War. The head of the 
mission has the right to demand that the Ministry for War shall make formal 
enquiry into any matter connected with administration which be may lay before 
him, and that he shall be provided with the information resulting from that 
enquiry. ‘The head of the mission is authorised to make recommendations to the 
Ministry for War regarding the promotion, reduction, transfer or dismissal of 
officers employed in administrative services. i 
The regulations are vaguely framed and do not appear to give to, the 
‘American advisers that definite authority, particularly over officers, which is 
neceusary if their measures of reform are to be effective. 


Appointmente—Military 


10, Army. 
Sarhang Alp to be Commander of the Recruit Training Depot of 
the 6th (Fars) Division 


Gendarmerie, 
(ii) Sartip Setvati is confirmed as Chief of the Gendarmerie. 
(ii) Sarhang Humayun to be Director of Operations at G 


Headquarters . 
(iv) Sashang Husscin Farzanch to be Chief of Staff at Gendarmerio 


Hoadquarters. 
(v) Colonel Schwarekopf (United States army) to be Director of 
‘Organisation of the Gendarmerie, 


Russian A fairs 


11. It is reliably reported that, Russian and Tuskiah generals, met. in 
conference on the 20th November at Bazirgan on the Perso.Turkish frontier 
Tr is surmised that a subject discussed was raiding by Persian Kurds into Turkey 
‘of which there have in recent times been Turkish complaints. 


Afghan A fairs. 


12. Muhammad Haidar Khan Husseini has been appointed Afghan 
Ambassador to Porsia. He is already on the way. 


Polish Affairs. 
13. ‘The number of civilian Poles in Persia on the 15th December was -— 
Men, Women. Children. Total. 


In Tehran . M4 90351884 
In'Isfahan 84 ‘51,707 
In Ahwaz 201 636 469 


In Meshied 4 13 50 
3,590 


Tehran, 19th December, 1043. 
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CHAPTER V.—SYRIA AND THE LEBANON. 


(B 5961/27/89) No. 38 


Mr. Eden to Mr. Macmillan (Algiers), 
Wo. 218) r 
Sir, 2 7 Foreign Office, th October, 1943. 

WHEN M. Viénot came to see me this afternoon he gave me to read the 
mesage from M. Massigli complaining of our intervention in the Lebanon 
elections. 

2. Tsaid I-knew nothing of this and so far as I was aware we had not taken 
any such action. M. Vignot, however, maintained that the facts were as stated 
and said that hitherto whenever we talked about. Syria we always regarded the 
Lebanon as a territory where the French Commitice had a special position. 
would understand how deeply upset the French were to find that there also 
Sir Louis Spears was taking a part in.a sense hostile to the French 

3. I repeated that I knew nothing of this and asked M. Viénot to give 
Sir Maurice Peterson his evidence. This he undertook to do. 

I 


am, &o, 
ANTHONY EDEN, 


(B 8839/27/89) 


Extract from Weekly Politic 
20th 


1. General. 


‘The election of Beshara el-Khuri as President of the Lebanese. Republic 
has given great satisfaction to all except those who, for their own reasons, wish 
to sce the perpetuation of French domination in the Lebanon, It 

pleased the 

And close relations letween the Lebanon and 

new President's speech, and the statement that a solidarity of political com- 
munities is essential, are regarded as a good augury for Lebanese! participation 
in a future Arab Federatior 

‘The new Lebanese Government, which has been formed under Riad es-Sulh, 
is regarded locally as the strongest and most progressive Cabinet which has s0 
far held office, and it is felt that Lebanese aspirations to a greater degree of 
control of their own country have now a better chance of iitentica than over 
before. “The now Prime Minister is expected to announce « strongly Nationalist 
policy. 

8. Syria—Damascus, 

Tn a visit to the political officer recently, the Saudi Arabian consul-general 
stated that he had been the channel for correspondence between his Government 
fand the Syrian Government on. the subject of the exchange of diplomatic 
representatives between Saudi Arabia and Syria. Both Governments were 
‘dw, be said, agreed in principle on such an exchange. 

‘The local press reports that the Egyptian Government has decided to create 
‘a legution in Damascus, and to appoint a leading Egyptian personality, with an 
intimate knowledge of the country, as Minister 

Tn a statement to the press, the Prime Minister declared that Arab unity 
was the natural expression of apolitical, economic and cultural necessity, and 
added, that he hoped to go to Cairo in response to Nahas Pasha’ nvitation, to 
hear the views of the otter Arab States and to put forward those of the Syrian 
Government. 

‘A. strike by the employees of the tobacco monopoly was ended on the 
19th September. by Goverament intervention, after lasting for a week. In the 
opinion of the Minister for Foreign Affairs a precedent has thus been created 
for Government intervention in disputes hetwee jloyers and employees of 
ironopoly companies ‘The Government has appointed: the Director-General of 
Finance as unofficial Inspector of ‘Trade Disputes’ and Labour Conditions 
as a first step towards setting up a department for this purpose. 
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Jebel Druze 

The more important Druze leaders, including Soltan Pasha Atrash and the 
E . have gone to Damaseus, where they have been entertained by 
Jamil Mardam and the Prime Minister. The latter, in a speech at the 

informed Soltan Pasha that he had been instructed 
‘oltan as “' commander of the revolution” and to 
on him the Insignia of the Medal of Honour. Soltan Pasha, in his 
\d that he was prepared to make every sacrifice to support and maine 
tain Syrian unity and independence. 

Soltan Pasha visited the political officer before his departure, and said that 
he regarded the afiair of the Government's failure to include a Droze Minister 
aas closed; but it is, nevertheless, generally believed in Soueida that the Atrash 
‘are still pressing their claims. Soltan Pasha informed the political officer that 
he would be greatly concerned if a Government in which the Draze were not 
represented should enter into any commitment with the British, the Americans 
or the French—particularly the latter, by whom, he added, the question of & 
Franco-Syrian treaty might be expected to be raised at any moment 

‘The more politically-ninded in Soueida are showing great interest in recent 
events in the Lebanon in view of the large Druze population there. 


11. The Lebanon, 
Much political activity culminated on the 21st September in the formation 

of a Cabinet by Riad es Sulh: ‘Tradition demanded that the President of 1 
Council should be a Sunni Mosler, and, apart from Riad es-Sulb, the only. other 
candidate whom even the Moslem cominuity regarded as in any way suitable 
was Saib Salam, a Deputy for Beirut. ‘The latter was strongly backed, despite 
his youth and lack of experience, by Abdal Hamid Karam and Henri Pharaon, 
igedl Sulli to be by far the abler of the two bat distrusted him 
for hin abifty past record, ‘This threatened to split the Constitutionalists and 
their allies into two opposing camps and to rob both of their hard:won joint 

victory at the: polls” Eventually, however, Suk’ managed to. win over: cru 
adherents of Karami and Pharaon to hix side, and these two leaders were 
wrauaded to accept the inevitable with a good grace. Sulh, at first, talked of 
forming a coalition Cabinet with the object of neutralising the opposition of 
Emile dé and uring a large vote in the Chamber. This, however, 
was opposed by wtitutionalists, and, in the event, only one adherent of 
Eddé’s (Habib Abi Shahin, who is known to hold cousiderably tore progrowive 
views on Arab unity than his ex-chief) was included. "The Cabinet finally chosen 

aK ns follows -— 


uth Lebanon). 
Habib Abi. Shahla, 

rior, Poats and ‘Telegraph le Shamoun, Maronite (Mount 
vabaaion), 

Minister for Forcign Affairs, Public Works: Selim ‘Tucla, Greek 
Catholic (Mount Lebanon), 

Agriculture, Defence, Health: Emir Majid Arslan, Druze (Mount 
Lebanon). 

Ravitaillement, Economies, Commerce and Industry: Adil Usseyran, 
Shia (South Tabanan). 


On. the whole, this is a strong and homogeneous Cabinet. ‘The appointment 
of Camille Shamoun to the Ministry of the Interior may be regarded as_an 
excellent step and one which is well calculated, in view of his outstanding 
honesty, to break the system of favouritism which has led to so much administra- 
tive inelficiency in the past, The Prime Minister had originally earmarked 
the pot for himself, but was dissuaded on the ground that Christian opinion 
would be seriously alarmed, 

The chief weakness of the Cabinet is the absence of any representative 
from North Lebanon, and this may possibly lead to friction Abdul Hamid 
Karami and his followers, who constitute a powerful political factor. 
Prime Minister is, however, confident of being able to secure a majority 
Chamber, and is said to intend to announce a policy so strongly Nationalist that 
Karam) will not be able to oppose it. The Bekaa is not represented either, bat 
this omission is much less important since the Deputies from that region’ are, 
anyhow, divided amongst themselves on many issues. 
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It is indicative of the atmosphere produced by the elections that. the new 
Prime Minister, in an interview before his appointment, declared that the 
Lebanese flag (which is the tricolour having a cedar of the Lebanon on the white 
band} should be replaced by the Aral colours, the cedar alone being retained from 
the old flag. 





(B 6203/27/89) No. 40 
(Secret.) 


Extracts from Weekly Political Summary No. 80—Syria and the Lebanon. Issued 
by Spears Mission, 13th October, 043—(Received in Foreign Off, 
Bnd October.) 


1. General. 
THE Lebanese Prime Minister made his eagerly awaited declaration of 
policy at a special session of Parliament on the 7th Gctober. As expected, 
took up strongly Nationalist attitude, announcing the Government's intention 
to make Lebanese independence reality, but at the same time he avoided any 
suggestion of truculence, and dealt with the points at issue more by implication 
than by direct statement” ‘The main points in his programme are as follows — 


(a) Revision of the Constitution with a view to the elimination of certain 
provisions incompatible with independence in that they recognise the right of 
authorities other than legitimate representatives of the Lebanese nation to 
participate in the Administratio 

(0) Revision of a number of conventions and regulations which the Gover 
ment consider to be prejudicial to Lebanese sovereignty, iv, Arrétéy and 
Décisions issued by the French, v4 

(@) Arabic to be the sole official language. 

{d) Lebanese Government officials in future to look solely to their own 
duly constituted authorities, and to be punished if they fail to do 1, 

@ Agreement to be negotiated with the Syrian Government for the joint 
‘control of the Funds of Common Interest. 

(/) Roform of the present electoral Inw, and the holding of an early conmus, 

(g) Elimination of the present harmful system of denominational and 
regional representation. 

(A) Close collaboration with neighbouring Arab countries. In this con. 
nexion the Prime Minister pointed out that isolationism was nowadays out of 
the question for any State, whether lange or small, and that the geographical and 
economic situation of the Lebanon obliged the Government to placo in the fore- 
front of its preoccupations the question of the country’s relations with sister 
Arab States. He assured the Chamber that the Government would place these 
relations on a solid foundation, which would assure the respect by the Arab 
States of the total sovereignty and independence of the Lebanon and the 
integrity of her present froutiers. '* Our brothers in the Arab world,” he said, 
“ want nothing for the Lebanon which she does not want herself, We do not 
wish the Lebanon to be a colony, nor do they (the Arab States) wish her to be 
a channel through which they themselves might be colonised.”’ This. passage, 
which was greeted with great applause, was omitted from the official French 
text of the speech. The usual complimentary references were made to Frac? 
and “the Allied Powers, Great Britain and the United States."* 


In conclusion, the Prime Minister spoke of the need for placing Lebanese 
diplomatic representation abroad on a, satisfnctory, basis, “and ‘for vast 
administrative reforms.” consisting chiefly of the widening of the powery of 
the Mohafezin and Kaimakams. He made no reference to the Sireté, the new 
flag, the French $.S.0s,, the Mixed Courts or the concessionary companies, some 
‘of which his less cautious supporters find hoped would be mentioned. 

<Anuouncing the recgaition of Lebanese independence by Egyptian Goveen- 
ment, the Prime expressed his appreciation of this gesture and stated his 
conviction that the other Arab Governments would soon follow the Egyptian 
example, as a result of which the Lebanon would enjoy absolute security for her 
independence and respect for her frontiers. 

‘A prolonged debate then followed, in which the Opposition, inspired 
Emile Eddié (who did not, however, speak himself), m at the Government's 
programme should not be put to the vote until it had been discussed point by 
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point. ‘This motion was defeated, and the Prime Minister's declaration, on 
being put to the House, was approved by an overwhelming vote of confidence, 
supported by 52 Deputies. Only’ Dr. Ayoub Tabet voted ageinst the motion aud 
ex-President Naccache abstained from voting. The latter has since sought to 
assure Rind Sulh that he was misunderstood and did not mean to abstain, 

Scenes of great enthusiasm took place outside the Parliament during and 
after the sessian. As a-result of these developments the Lebanese population. 
has been profoundly stirred and has become really conscious, for the first time, 
of its national entity. This result, which has dismayed the French, is attribu- 
table to the general realisation that they attempted blatantly to rig the elections 
and failed in the attempt. 

With the new Lebanese Government thus firmly in saddle, it is expected 
that the Syrian Government will very shortly make their demands for the cession 
of certain of the powers at present in French hands. The Minister for Foreign 
Affairs has postponed his journey to Cairo to discuss Arab Federation with 
Nabas Pasha, which has been fixed for the 10th October. and it is generally 
believed that the Government intend to profit by the presence of the French 
Delogate-General, who is now in Damascus, to begin discussions. In this the 
Government will almost certainly act in concert with the Lebanese, whose agree- 
ment with the Minister for Foreign Affairs probably secared when he visited 
Beirut on the 4th October to congratulate the Lebanese Government on its 
accusation to office, 

‘The only direct indication so far received of the attitude likely to be 
adopted by the French has been provided by Colonel Oliva-Roget, the Délégué 
Adjoint in Damascus, with whom the political officer discussed’ the position 
recently, The délégué, who appeared to be very despondent, said he realised 
that it was inevitable that French political influence should. diminish with the 
implementation of Syrian independence, hut agreed that France could maintain 
her “special position "' in the Levant States by abandoning attempts at political 
domination and doing her best to establish strong cultural and spiritual 

this, he said, it was necessary that France should be reproented 

ria. by officers and officials whose character and abilities were such as they 

in the respect and admiration of the population. He sleplored. the 

any much, oficials in Syria at the prevent thm and sd he was doubtful 

whether aay could be obtained from North Africa. the politieal ofcer pointed 

out that it would be most undesirable to bring back any porsonnel who were. it 

Syria during the period immediately preceding the Allied uocupation. ‘The 

dalégué agreed, and said that only persons who had left the country. before the 

Franco.German Atinistico, or personnel with experience in Algeria who had 
never been. stationed in Syria before, would be considered, 

Tt should be added that the délégaé’s present entourage contains no persons 
of ability or charactor much as he described. His own views, moreover, are 
believed to be far more progressive than those of the Déliyation Générale in 
Hoirut, 

Moanwhile, the French authorities have seized the opportunity provided 
by the occupation of Corsica to attempt to enhance their waning. prestige. 

hroughout the country celebrations were staged; all French administrations 
were befagged, guns were fired, bells rung and drums beaten, and messages of 
congratulation, some of them almost hysterical in tone, were published in the 
local press. Visits and messages were exchanged between the French and Syrian 
and Lebanese Governments, although the Syrian Government showed some initial 
hesitation. 

On the 13th October Tashin Bey Qadri, the Iraqi Consul-General at 
Beirut, was instructed to inform the Lebanese authorities of his Government's 
Fecognition. He will become chargé d'affaires ad interim at Beirut. a+ he 
already is at Damascus, 


4 Aleppo. 

‘The arrest of the French head of the Office des Changes, reported last week, 
has still further damaged French prestige in this area, where, during the past 
year, the French head of the Controle Postal and his assistant, the Director of 
the Service do la, Presse and the Chief of the Séquestre Général have all been 
dismissed for malpractices. In three cases, British complaints hastened the 
removal of the offenders. The impression thus created is not likely to be 
mitigated by the announcement that a former local head of the Siireté Générale, 
who was convicted of bribery nearly two years ago, has now been acquitted, 
following an appeal, on a point of procedure. 


11. The Lebanon. 
Sce under * General "” above. 


The new Ministers are now getting down to work, and are drawing up 
programmes of reform in their different spheres. There are sigus that they 
intend to take a very strong line with the French over purely local matters, 
waters, but that they are well aware that some of the points ut issue involve 
considerations of military necessity and therefore cannot be settled at. present. 
Both the Minister of the Interior and the Minister of Justice (who is preparing 
4 project for the removal of Freuch officials from judicial posts and the abolition 
of mixed courts) have, however, emphasised in conversation with the political 
officer that the Government are really in earnest, even going so far as to say 
that if the French refuse their demands they will resort to force. It would 
Sppear that they hope that the French may cave in before a. threatening 
attitude 

It is this belief which would appear to have animated Camille Shamoun, 
the Minister of the Interior, in dealing with a complaint received from a village 
in the Bekaa concerning the misconduct of a detachment of troupes spéciales 
(from Syria), stationed there to assist. the O.C.P. in wheat collection, After 
consultation with the President of the Republic, and the Prime Minister, 
Camille Shamoun telephoned to M. David, the Freuch délégué, demanding the 
withdrawal of the detachment to Syria, failing which he threatened to evict 
them by force, (For this parpose he hnd already arranged for a detachment 
of 500 Lebanese gendarmes to be standing by.) The detachment. was withdrawn 
to Syria two hours later, and although it was subsequently replaced by a fresh 
detachment, the Minister did gain his point by socuring the removal of the 
soldiers who had been accused of molesting the villagers. 





[E 6203/27/80) No, 41 


Extracts from Weekly Political Summary No. 81—Syria and the Lebanon, 
20LA October, 1943,—(Receiced in Foreign Ofioe, 2nd November.) 


1. General. 

THE emergence of Nationalist Governments in the Levant States has been 
severe blow to the French authorities, and it is clear that, so far from accepting 
the ‘situation and resolving to assist the new Governments to achieve. their 
independence, in accordance with the repeated pledges of General de Gaulle and 
General Catroux, they are determined to oppose the aspirations of the Nationalist 
leaders by every means in their power. On the other band, the Governments have 
the backing of public opinion, they are acting in close concert and, for the first 
time in the history of these States, the Lebanon has ceased to be a pawn to be 
played off by the French against the Syrians. 

The first sparrings have already taken place. At a dinner-party given by 
the Lebanese President and the Government on the 12th October for the 
Delegate-General and his principal political advisers, including M. Chataigneau, 
the Secretary-General, who had just returned from Algiers, M. Hellen told the 
President plainly that no concessions whatever would be made until the mandate 
had been terminated by the conclusion of a treaty. He made no attempt to meet 
the Prime Minister's argument that independence had already been proclaimed 
by the French, and said that there could be no transfer of powers while the war 
lasted, though the French were prepared to sign a treaty at once, When Riad Sulh 

inted out that the position of the Lebanon in relation to the war effort would 
in no way be altered by the conclusion of a treaty, the Delegate-General said 
nothing and showed acate embarrassment. When the Prime Minister contested 
the competence of the French National Committee to conclude treaties in the name 
of France, M. Helleu said that he and General de Gaulle would pledge their 
‘word of honour that any instrument signed now would later be ratified by the 
French Government. The Prime Minister pointed ont that the 1936 treaty, thongh 
negotiated by a normal French Government, had not been ratified by the French 
Chamber, and asked how members of the Committee of Liberation could guarantee 
that a Government which was not yet in being would ratify a treaty concluded 
at the present time. M. Hellen was unable to reply, and the conversation ended 
in a deadlock, both the President and the Prime Minister leaving M. Hellen in no 
doubt that under no circumstances would they sign any treaty with the French 
National Committee, 
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‘The Prime Minister is naturally rather despondent over the impasse thus 
reached, but has decided, for the present, only to press for concessions not likely 
to lead to a further head-on clash. It is expected that the first of these demands 
will be for the cession of the Funds of Common Interest, regarding which complete 
agreement appears to have been reached with the Syrian Government; and a 
Joint request to the French for the handing over of these funds will be made within 
the next few days, A beginning is also likely to be made shortly on the revision 
of the Constitution, by the elimination of those of its clauses which are 
incompatible with full sovereignty. It has already been announced that Arabie 
will be the sole official language. 

At a dinner-party given by the Syrian Government to M. Hellea and his 
associates a few days later the same questions were discussed and the same 
deadlock was reached. M. Hellea, who is leaving about the 26th October 
short visit to Algiers, did, however, ask the Syrians to provide him wi 
memorandum, which he would take with him, on certain specific grievances which 
they had discussed on this oecasion, 

Nothing has yet occurred to disrupt the internal front of the Lebanese 
Government, althongh the danger still exists that the disappointment felt in 
North Lebanon that no local depaty has been invited to participate in the Cabinet 
may eventually upset the political balance. From Saida and South Lebanon, too, 
come indications that the corrosive influences of nepotism and place-seeking have 
still to be reckoned with, Minor notables from this predominantly Shia region, 
dixappointed in their hopes of seeing their friends advanced to higher administra- 
tive posta, are already criticising Riad es-Sulh, whom they describe as the ‘* Sunni 
Dictator,” 


7. Alaouite Territory. 

‘The Political Oficer has discussed with the French Délégué and the Mobafer 
he question of rumours concerning demands for the retention of administrative 
witonomy in this province, to which reference was made in last week's Summary, 
The Délégué, who Informed the Political Officer that he had learned that he was 
himself suspected by the Syrian Government of furthering separatist tendencies, 
said he regarded these ax folly and would take immediate steps to remove any of 
his subordinates, expecially Special Service Officers, who might be proved to act in 
any way contrary to the concept of Syrian independence 

‘The Mohafez, Shangat Abbas, was equally emphatic in his disavowal of 
separatism, which, he said, he regarded as dead, though he also said that he did 
not believe that the Syrian Government intended to make any fundamental 
changes at present. As stated above under "* Damascus,” one radieal change 
srhich the Syrian Government ave decided upon since this opinion wns expressed 
is tho removal of Shaugat Abbas himself and his replacement by a non-Alaouite 

In both instances, and also in other interviews with leading Alaouite and 
Christin notables, the Political Officer stressed the undesirability of any 
movement aimed at the separation of the Alaouite Province from the rest of the 
Syrian State, which would be calculated to provoke unrest and so embarrass the 
Allied war effort 

It is hoped that this timely warning, coupled with the appointment of the 
Emir Mustafa Shehabi as Mohafez, will have the desired effect, for there is reason 
to believe that French officials in the Alaouite territory are not entirely free from 
the suspicion of having instigated these rumours. Suleiman Murshid, who has 
been summoned to Damascus to answer numerous complaints made 
villagers whom he has dist of their land, informed the Polit 
before his departure that the 8.5.0. called upon him recently to diseuss the 
Possibility of rapprochement between himself and the Abbas and Kinj 
families, This proposal, as Suleiman Murahid himself pointed out, is strongly 
reminiscent of the policy adopted by the French after the Syrian elections of 
1936-37, when, by forming a bloc consisting of these three families and 
their supporters, the “Republic of Lattakia” was brought into being. 
Suleiman Murshid alleged that he told the Inspectenr des SS. that he would 
take no part in any movement directed against the Syrian Government. 
Although no reliance can usually be placed on any statement made by him, bis 
ory has, this time, been corroborated by another source, according, to, which 
Torahim Kin} has rejected proposals made to him to settle his differences with 
Shaugat al-Abbas and return to the French fold. 
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‘The fear expressed shortly after the elections that the Kinjs might expect 
to sufier for their defection from the pro-French Mobafez’s party (see Summary 
No. 74 of the Ist September) seems to have been justified, as Aly Kinj and his 
wife have now been arraigned before a military tribunal in Aleppo ona charge 
of having threatened personal violence to a French officer of the 0.C.P., who 
searched their house for hidden grain in June. It is difficult to determine whether 
this accusation is true or not, but it is significant that shortly after the incident 
took place the officer in question, regarding whom the Délégué has spoken very 
disparagingly to the Political ‘Officer, was dismissed, but was subsequently 
reinstated by General Collet. It was only after his return to this area that 
proceedings were institated against Aly Kin} and his wife. 
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1. General, 

ON the 21st October, in a letter referring to the Lebanese Prime Minister's 
declaration of policy, M. Helleu informed the President of the Republic th 
the French National Committee of Liberation regarded the Government's 
intention to revise the Constitution, and in particular to adopt Arabic as the 
sole official language, as incompatible with the provisions of the mandate, He 
asserted that the mandate still existed and that ‘' France" would continue to 
assume. the responsibilities conferred upon her by it until she conld render 
account of the fulfilment of her mission to the League of Nations, or to such 
other international body as might eventually replace the league. Consequently, 
the Committee of Liberation could not admit the validity of any: constitutional 

mendments which might be made unilaterally by. the Lebanese Government 
While deprecating any debate in the Chamber on this subject, M, Hellew stated 
that the French ‘Na to examine With the Lebanese 
Government certain arrangeme ci Ue progress of thes 
Lebanon towards a status of full and complete indop hich, he declared, 
“France” was still determined to accord to the country ‘on the basis of 
‘a general settlement of Franco-Lebanese relations" ((¢, the concluxion of a 
treaty). 

This thesis of the continued existence of the mandate in law (which in 
correct) is, of course, logically incompatible with the implied promiso that if a 
treaty were concluded the mandate would be brought to an ond without con- 
sulting the L f Nations. The fact that the French should have singled 
fut for special protest the adoption of Arabic as the sole official language, 
although this question has no bearing on the war effort, is also highly significant, 

The Lebanese Government have been under strong pressure from the 
Chamber ta open a debate on constitutional reform on the 26th October, and 
the Prime Minister made it clear that he could not possibly face the Chamber 
with a request for the henry of this discussion for any appreciable 
period on the grounds of M. Helleu’s letter, apart from the fact that he had 
ho wish to do so. ‘The only result would be the immediate overthrow of the 
Government: in its present mood, the Chamber would not admit for « moment 
that it could be prevented from exercising the right of every legally constituted 
legislative Assembly to modify its own Constitution. The Prime Minister 
therefore attempted to induce the French to withdraw their letter by threaten- 
ing that if this was not done before the session opened he would read in the 
Chamber both the letter and his Government's official reply—which, he believed, 
would completely demolish M. Hellen’s arguments, After some delay, howev 
M. Chataigneau, who had apparently consulted M. Hellea before the latter le 
for Algiers, informed Riad Sulh that the letter could not be withdrawn. The 
Lebanese Government therefore intend to implement their threat and 
the whole question in public debate. 

8. Syria-Damascus. : 

‘The Syrian Government have submitted their memorandum on the subject 
of the transfer of; powers which was called for by M. Hellen last week, and 
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service. 

ex-Mohafez of Damascus. Tn 

conversation with His Majesty "s Minister, the Syrian President has stated that 

Bahij Bey’s dismissal was fully justified by his past record and by the fact that he 
had been maintaining disloyal contacts with the Stireté 


4. Aleppo. 

Political interest is centred upon the reopening of Parliament and the 
departure of Saadullah Jabri and his mission for Egypt. 

It is rumoured that the Mohafez, Abdullatif Chath, may shortly be removed. 
As this official has always been in ‘close touch with Bahiy el-Khatib nd has 
never supported the Nationalist Bloc, these rumours, which have been referred 
to in the local press, may well prove to be true. 

‘The Moscow Conference is arousing much speculation, particularly amongst 
the large Armenian community. 


5. Homs and Hama. 

‘The dismissal of the Mohafez of Hama, added to that of Bahij Bey el-Khatib 
and other Jess commendable officials, has caused some perturbation locally. It 
is felt that the new Government are adopting a policy of discrimination against 
non-Nationalists which is dangerously reminiscent of that followed by Jamil 
‘Mardam in 1936, and that now, as then, the Government will play into the 
hands of the French by themselves creating an Opposition sufficiently powerful 
to bring about their own downfall. ‘Though these gloomy forebodings may be 
exaggerated, it is clear that the implications of the situation have not been lost 
on the French, 


6, Jebel Druze. 

Soltan Pasha Atrash now claims that, in addition to receiving the title of 
“Commander of the Revolution” when’ he visited Damascus recently, the 
Government agreed to regard him as a Minister without portfolio and promised 
to take no important decisions of policy without consulting him. His prestige 
i uently very high, in contrast to that of the Emir Hassan, who, after all 


his petulant behaviour, 1s still on the same level as any other Druze Deputy. 


7. Alaouite Territory. 

‘The replacement of Shaugat Abbas as Mohafez by the Emir Muttafa 
Shehabi has aroused intense excitement. It has dealt a severe blow to the 
influence of the Abbas clan, which has for so long permeated all branches of 
the local administration, including the Courts of Justice, and is also regarded 
as bringing to an end the policy of decentralisation which, in the past, placed 
this province under direct French rule. 

Tthe new Mohates, who received a tremendous welcome on his arrival in 
the area, has already got down to business, One of his first acts was to announce 
a reduction in the price of cereals, which had recently been increased by his 
predecessor. There had been serions discontent on this score, and in Lattakia 
the supply depots were being boycotted. 


IL. The Lebanon, 
On the 25th October, despite the political crisis precipitated by the French 
in a desperate attempt to counter the Lebanese Government's efforts to achieve 
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independence (see under ‘General "* above), the Government presented a 
memorandum on the subject of the transfer of powers to M. Chataigneau, 
seeretary-general of the délégation. The note contains four demands :— 


(@ That the French Délégation Générale should be transformed into a 
diplomatic mission 
(ii) That the Lebanon should acquire all the attributes of true sovereignty. 
(ii) That all the interests and services now controlled by the délégation 
should be transferred to the Lebanese Government. 
(iv) That the Funds of Common Interest should be made over to the Lebanese 
and Syrian Governments jointly. 


A copy of an agreement with the Syrian Government on the handling of 
these reveriues was attached to the note. 

‘The Government would appear to have recognised the threat to their 
stability inherent in the disappomtment of the Deputies from North Lebanon 
at theit exclusion from the Administration, and are understood to have agreed 
to appoint Mobamed Kerani, brother of Abdul Hamid Kerami, to the post of 
Director of the Tripoli Municipality. This appointment, which is expected to 
be announced shortly, is likely to please not only Abdul Hamid Kerami and 
his Moslem supporters, but also the Christian Depoties in this area, who were 
afraid that Abdul Hamid might begin to agitate for the return of the Northern 
cazas to Syria, a policy which he has favoured in the paxt, 
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Lebanese, Government whilst maintaining a firm attitude towards the 
French, are so far displaying a praiseworthy degree of calmness. ‘They are, 
however, certain to react very strongly if the French continue to block their 
justified demands by invoking the mandate. While they realise that for the 
time being their independence must necessarily be limited by genuine war 
Necessities, they maintain that an end must be put to the abuso by the French 
of the powers conferred on them for these purposes, and they have no intention 
of allowing the French to fob them off with trifling concessions on unimportant 
points. 

The Government's oficial reply of the 90th October to M. Hellew's letter 
was couched in comparatively mild terme—though more forceful language will 
certainly be used later if the French continue obdurate, It pointed out that in 
the conversations which M. Hellew had had with the Government recently (seo 
Summary No, 81 of the 20th October), the Ambassador had aid that the legal 
existence of the mandate was uo bar fo the practical exercise of independent 
‘The Committee of Literation's present denial of the Government's right to act 
independently was therefore a new departure, and, moreover, a. rept 
promises made as far back as June 1941 “in the solemn proclamations 
the end of the mandate.” In addition, the principal Powers still interested in 

‘of Nations had recognised Lebanese independence, and de facto 
recognition bad been accorded by the United States Government. If, therefore, 
independence were now made conditional on the offical abolition of the mandate 
by an international body which for all practical purposes has ceased to exist, 
it would be rendered illusory, which would be repugnant to the liberal spirit 
which had always inspired France and the United Nations. ‘The Government 
therefore suggested that it would be better to take present realities into account 
and seek a solution of existing problems in a spirit of mutual understanding, 
rather than subordinate the exercise of complete independence to a general 
settlement, Meanwhile it was for the Government to take the initiative with 
regard to the proposed amendment of the Constitution, and this was only one 
aspect—though logically the firsi—of the practical exercise of sovereignty, The 
letter concluded by expressing the hope that the Committee of Liberty would 
understand the legitimate desire of the Government to get down to realities and 
practical progress at long last, 
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‘The state 
29th October c 


have a chilling effect on public oj 
These fears have proved not altogether unfounded. 
inwerer the Government themselves have. come to realise the value of the 
statement in question as an indication of the interest taken in Lebanese affairs 
by His Majesty's Government and the British public. Tt is up to them to educate 
public opinion and the Chamber in this sense. however, the Prime Minister 
Ys too intelligent to deny the technical existence of the mandate, he and his 
colleagues are convinced that the French Committee of Liberation has no right 
to exercise it, in view of the facts that it is not a Government and that there 
was a complete break of continuity hetween the end of the Third Republic and 
the emergence of the Eree French Movement. This is at least an arguable case, 
which the Lebanese Government are perfectly entitled to maintain; and the 
Prime Minister has in fact intimated that be will maintain it in the Chamber 

iestioned by Deputies on the subject of Mr. Law's statement. 
er vigorous campaign of rumours has been launched by the French with H 
view to regaining lost ground, The gist of all of them is that the French will 
shortly resort to the use of force in one form or another. ¢y., by bringing large 
Thumbers of Freuch troops into the country from North Africa, by faribly closing 
the Chamber, &c. The Government themselves, on sotne members of which big! 
French offcials have actually tried out these rumours, are inclined to discount 
them, and show no signs of being seriously intimidated thereby, ‘The Lebanese 
public, on the other hand, has been evincing’ some signs of ‘nervousness, The 
© Lebanese citizon ix politically immature, and fails to realise bo 
Qieauercueto the Prench themselves any soch bigh-haaded action would inevitably 
prove in the long run, 

. . . . . . 


3, Syria-Damasous. 
‘As a result of the deadlock which has been reached in negotiations with the 

French, and owing partly also to the absence of the Prime Minister and the 

Minister for Foreign Affairs, who oh gone to Egypt a take part in discussions 

Nitical activity is almost at a standstil 

on AParliameat met on the 260, 28th and 90th October to debate a number of 

draft Bills, Proposals were adopted to advance a month's extra pay to civil 

servants (at a cost of £Syr. 1,800,000 to the Treasury), and to allocate a credit 

for ESyr_ 50,000 for th cpenses of the official Syrian delegation which will take 
rt int th t's pilgrimage to Mecca, 

Past A drate Bill containing. proposals for the creation and administration of 


Is would he laid before them in due course 
tettht interests of the country, the Govermacnt should not be pressed to discloss 
‘more at the present time, 

11, The Lebanon. fs 

‘On the 28th October the Prime Minister faced the Chamber to answer 
criticisms that his Government had not as yet accomplished anything. of 
importance, He did not make public the fact that the Government, were at 
Variance with the French on the issue of constitutional reform, nor close the 


door on further negotiations by announcing any changes which would face the 
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French authorities with a fait accompli, but contented himself with infor 

the House that the subject was being studied and that tbe projected amendments 
Would be submitted to it in a few days’ time. He also referred to the request 
which the Government had made to the French for the cession of the Funds of 
Common Interest (sce last week's Summary), and revealed that the Delegate 
General had asked for a delay of ten to fifteen days to enable him to discuss the 
matter in Algiers. He promised to submit the agreement made with the Syrian 
Government on the subject to Parliament for ratification as soon as the French 
reply had been received. 

The same evening, at a banquet of Moslem and Christian youth organisations 
held in Beirut, the Prime Minister repeated amidst enthusiastic applause the 
speech which be had made in the Chamber earlier in the day 

Widespread reforms and administrative changes bave again been promised 
by. the various Ministries, but eo far no outstanding eoncrete results have been 
achieved 


12. Press and Propaganda, 


Internal—The Lebanese Prime Minister's statements to the Chamber about 
constitutional reform and the transfer of the Funds of Common Interest. were 
reported objectively, all suggestion of controversy on these issues being avoided. 
A more lively reaction has been provoked by the discussions regarding Arab unity 
at present taking place have clearly enconraged, if not 
inspired, a number of innuendoes to the effect that, at a time when there ix 40 
much talk of Syrian and Lebanese independence, not only the Palestine Arabs, 
but also the Iraqis and Egyptians should set about achieving, theirs, 

Complaints regarding the high cost of living, and demands for the immediate 
application of the long-suspended War Profits Tax also figure prominently in 
the Lebanese papers. 

The Allied declaration made at the conclusion of the Moscow Conference 
has been given wide publicity. Unfortunately, the good impression made: by 
Recent events in Russia had been marred by mischievous articles which have 
appeared in two French papers sogresting the existence of dissension between 
Rosia and Britain and America, In view of the rigid censorship exercised by 
the French on any utterances which might damage their own prestige, these 
articles can only be regarded as deliberately provocative. 

2 ‘Nothing of importance to report 





(B 6718/27/89) No. 44 


Extract from Weekly Political Summary No. 84, Secret, Syria and the Lebanon 
1OtA November, 1943.—(Received in Foreign Office 25th November.) 


1. General. 


On the Sth November, the representatives of the Lebanese press were 
summoned to the press bureau of the Delegation Générale and ordered to publish 
‘ communiqué in which it was stated that the French Committee of National 
Liberation refused to recognise the validity of any revision of the Lebanese 
Constitution made without their consent. Simultaneously, the French Détégue 
Presented a copy of the communiqué to the President of the Republic. ‘Thus, the 
rupture which the Lebanese, with exemplary forbearance, had striven to a 
‘was brought about by the French authorities’ own impetuous action. In the main, 
the Government were pleased that the French had given them a valid reason for 
Sentilating the whole issu, and their reaction to this public challenge was prompt 
and firm. 

Within the hour, the journalists were again summoned, this time by the 
Lebanese Prime Minister, who handed them a communiqué drawn up by the 
President of the Republic. In it the Government pointed out that Article 76 of 
the existing Constitution conferred the right of amendment upon the Lebanese 
Chamber, and stated that the Government was therefore submitting the draft of 
the proposed amendments to that body. 

Intense excitement was aroused by these developments, and as soon as the 
French communiqué was published, there were threats ofa general strike, ad of 
demonstrations and attacks on the few Depnties suspected of being under French 
influence. ‘The Government managed, however, to prevent all unrest, despite the 
fact that the French were doing their best by circulating alarming ramours and by 
venomous attacks on the Government in French-controlled papers to incite the 

































































128 


population to disorder. Some shops in the centre of the town were closed on the 
morning of the 7th, but reopened after the Prime Minister had visited the soaks 
in person, 

‘A last-minute effort was made by the French to persuade the Governmettt to 
postpone the debate on their proposals, which had been fixed for 3 p.m. on the 
Sth November. Less than two hours before the session was due to begin, the 
Secretary-General of the Delégation Générale sent a message to the President of 
the Republic informing him that M. Helle would be arriving early on the 
10th November, bringing with him messages from the Committee of Liberation, 
and had requested the postponement of the vote until after his return. M. Helle 
had asked, it was stated, that he should not be confronted with a fait accompli: 
otherwise, he would be obliged to reserve his entire liberty of judgment and of 
action—though this must not be regarded as a threat, bat as the expression of his 
desire wo define his attitude frankly 

Lebanese President imiediately objected that the words “and of 
action” in this message did, in fact, imply a threat; and tbe délégué, who had 
teen charged with the duty of conveying the message to hin, telephoned to the 
secretary-general in the presence of the President, and secured their deletion, 

After avery brief discussion, the Government replied expressing their regret 
at being tunable to accede to the Détégué-Cénéral's request, and proceeded tothe 
Parliament. House 

The debate was brief. After rejection by a large majority of a proposal 
to refer the amendment of the Constitution to a select committee, the Bill was 
passed by 48 votes to nil. Two members abstained from voting and two others 
were absent. Arabic thus becomes the sole offic language of the Lebanon, and 
all references to the exercise of the mandate have been deleted from the Consti- 
tution. The question of the national flag. which the Government are. pledged 
to change, was not debated, but was held over for later consideration. No 
questions’ were put to the vote. Deputies of all shades of political opinion, 
including the influential Abdol Hamid Kerami, from Tripoli, spoke in favour of 
the Government, There were boos and hisses when Emile Eddé withdrew from 
the Chamber before the count’ was taken, otherwise the acesion ‘was entirely 
orderly. The crowds assembled outside the Chamber were strictly controlled by 
the Lebanese police, und 1o incidents have been reported. Tho French bad 
tuationed black troops in-readiness near the Parliament. House, ‘bat refrained 
from parading them in # provocative manuer—though they had been used earlier 
in the day for searching incoming cars. 

‘Any hopes which might have been entertained that a dangerous situation had 
been successfully overcome and that the French would bow before the inevitable 
wore, however, speedily dashed, for the French censorship authorities immediately 
forbade all mention of the debate or even of the result of the vote in the looal press. 
and pnt a "stop" on all outgoing telegrams on the subject. A few editors 
disobeyed this ban and published reports of the proceedings on the follow 
mornivg, ‘These papers were promptly seized on the streets and their print 

estes sealed. One opposition paper published in French has been allowed to 
Publish hostile comments on the debate E 
For the moment, Beirut is quiet; but the Government is seriously concerned: 


since public resentment at this high-handed action on the part of the French 
is now so strong that they fear they may be unable to provent serious disturbances 
if the ban is not soon lifted. It is not at all unlikely that the French would 
‘welcome such an explosion, and the Government are therefore being urged to do 
everything in their power to prevent any occurrences which could be setzed upon 
by the French as a pretext for the use of force. 


8. Syria-Damascus. 

‘As a result of the crisis in the Lebanon, feeling against the French has 
been rmmning high, as Syrian sympathies have naturally been with the Lebanese 
Prime Minister. The Syrian Government was very much disturbed by the publi- 
cation of the French communiqué and the Prime Minister informed the déléqué 
that the Government woald give their full support to the Lebanese. The twa 
Governments have since heen in. close contact and are in complete agreement. 
In conversation with certain ministers, the political officer has, however, detected 
a note of that a major crisis shonld have been precipitated so soon, and 
French-inspired rumours of troop movements and the appointment of a general 
as Dilégué-Général have not been without effect. 


Nevertheless, the Gove laying no signs of wavering, but have, 
in fact, shown defianoo of the French, though on a minor scale, by {atroducing 
into the Chamber two Bills involving important questions of principle. The first 
is a proposal to abolish a special land settlement commission for the Jezireh 
which was set up in 1939 by an arrété of the then French High Commissioner, 
Jn iteelf. this Bill is unimportant, since the eaumission in question is ow 
superfluous, but the principle involved is interesting in that the Government 
did not consult the French Délégué before presenting the Bill to the House, The 
déléqué has therefore asked his, superiors in Beirut for instructions ns to the 
attitude which he should adopt. His own view of the matter, as expressed to the 
Political officer, is that it would be wise to let puss any Bill which dil not iinpinge 
on French international obligations on behalf of Syria, or prejudice the status 
of minorities in the country : 

The second project which has been laid before the Chamber may, however, 

ne within this lattor category, since it provides for a revision of the judiciary 
establishment throughout the country, and for the abolition of the immunity of 
judges, The Minister of Justice is to be granted full powers to change or disiniss 
judges, and to modify judicial procedure. ‘This proposal to raise judicial 
immunity aroused considerable protest in the Chamber, but it is considered th 
the Minister of Justice will, nevertheless, obtain the powers whic 
demanded, though probably only fr three or four months, No men 
during the reading of the Bill of any proposals to revise the procedure of the 
mixed courts, which would, of course, affect foreign interests. ‘The text of the 
Bill is not yet available. 

This project, and a proposal to set up a commission to examine the establish. 
ments of Government departments, have caused some alarm; and {oars are being, 
expressed that once again, as when the Nationalists were in power in 1036-37. 
Party loyalty. rather than competence will be the yardstick by which civil servants 
will be measured, - 

After only a week's absence the Syrian delegation, which went to Egypt te 
take part in discassions regarding Arab unity, have returned to Damascts well 
satiied with their reception in Cairo and Alexandria, They mo, Not appent 
to have achieved anything of practical importance; but the Prime Minister has 
wcvertholens, informed tho House that he ix most satisfied with the results of 
his viait, though the nature of the discussions which took place must remain 
secret, for the time being. 

Colonel T. V. Brenan, until revently His Majesty's Coneul at Shiraz, took 
over His Majesty ‘ Consulate and the political office in Damascus on the 
‘5th November, 


4. Aleppo. 


‘There have been no local developments of importance, and interest is therefon 
centred on issues which are being decided elsewhere. "Unfortunately, between 
the Syrian and French censorship authorities and their conflicting points of view, 
the population is being deprived of objective information on current events, and 
is therefore at the mercy of disquieting rumours. The report referred to in last 
week's Summary. that French troops are being despatched to the Levant i, 
articularly persisteut ‘There is also considerable apprehension, flt by Moslems 
and Christians alike, of a possible change in Turkish policy, which mi ig 
thisarea under Turkish rule again; whilst the Cheistivos She abe wan 
‘upon by opponents of Syrian independence, are openly suggesting the desirability 
of Russian protection. ally, local French officials ‘are most disappointed 
that the Committee of Liberation his not been invited to send a representative 
to the European Council which is to be set up as a result of the Mose 
Conference, and are nursing grievances against the British for their all 
support of the Lebanese, There is thus a general atmosphere of tension, Sed 
though the sitnation is not at present dangerous, it might easily become so were 
anything to happen to arouse popular feeling still further, 


12. Press and Propaganda, 
Internal —The coutinued and flagrant abuse by the French for poli 

of their powers of censorship Shreatens to create a serious eecurity ‘problem, he 

addition to their provocative action in banning all reference to the 

in the Lebanese Chamber, the French have also within the las fom days 
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deliberately disregarded a “stop” ordered by G.HQ, ME. The British 
authorities were therefore obliged to inform editors direct that the news item im 
question had been forbidden on military grounds, and that publication might be 
followed by serious consequences. No newspapers ventured to disregari 
warning, but the item was broadcast from Radio Levant. Reference bas been made 
in previous Summaries to tendencions articles which have appeared recently 
suggesting the existence of dissension among the Allies, and others calculated 
to stir up Arab grievances on the subject of Palestine: these, if not directly 
inspired by the French have at least been allowed to pass. The whole question of 
censorship is therefore being re-examined, 

Enemy Wireless Propaganda.—Stated that Radio-Beirut is under the control 
of the “Jew, Sinclair,” who puts ont propaganda for his American masters 
‘Attacks from the Berlin ‘* Free Arab" station have for some time been directed 
against the Gaullists and this week's talk consisted of a réstimé of the anti-Syrian 
‘actions of the French from the time of the Hashem el Atossi régime. 
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The Lebanon. 


‘The political orisis in the Lebanon has suddenly developed, thanks to the use 
of violent methods by the French, into an incident of mjor importance, which 
threatens to affect the relations between His Majesty's Government and the 
French National Committee and the whole po f France in the Levant 
vents are being followed with anxious attention by the Arabs, who regard the 

anon as a test case of British good faith and the principles set forth in the 
Atlantic Charter, 

The clash came with unexpected rapidity. On the 11th November. at 
4.30 am, the President of the Republic, the Prime Minister and all bat three 
members of the Government were arrested on the order of M. Hellea. Later in 
the morning the Minister of Ravitaillement (Adel Osseyran) was also arrested, 
but two ministers—Habib Abu Shahla (Justice and Education), and the Emir 
Mojid Arslan (Agriculture, Defence and Health)—succeeded in_making theit 
escape. Abdul Hamid Kerami, the influential Deputy from the North Lebanon, 
was also arrested. ‘These events took place only a few hours after the French 
Delegate General had given His Majesty's Minister his solemn word of honour, 
repeating what he said several times, that no measures were incontemplation which 
wore liable to disturb public order or in any way interfere with the war effort 

AL 8 aim. the same morning M. Helley announced on the wireless the 
‘suspension of the Constitution and the dissolution of the Chamber, and nominated 
the notorious Emil Eddé as temporary Chef a'Etat.. The Chamber was closed 
und surrounded by black troops, leaving a namber of deputies inside, who refused 
to loave until compelled to do'so. A strict curfew was imposed and French troops 
apparently received orders to disperse all crowds. 

‘These dictatorial measures provoked violent indignation. Demonstrations 
werw held in various parts of Beirut, but crowds were dispersed and even fired 00 
by detachments of French marines and Senegalese troops, although in no cases do 
denionstrators appear to hiave been armed of to have intended a serious threat to 
security. Amongst other incidents, a peaceful deputation of students mainly 
from the American University, who had called to see His Majesty’s Minister, 
were fired on outside the British Legation. Similar incidents took place in 
Saida and Tripoli; in the latter town Bren-carriers were driven into a defenceless 
crowd, killing and wounding a number of people, including some small children. 
‘The French authorities have so far refused to give any information as to the total 
number of casualties, but the number known to the British military authorities is 
eighty-two, of whom sixteen haye died. Blenheim bombers were flown at low 
level over Beirut to intimidate the population, until a demand was rade by the 
Air Officer Commanding-in-Chief, Middle East, to the Officer Commanding the 
French Air Force in the Levant to cease this senseless and provocative gesture. 

Offical. protests. were at once addresed. tothe French authorities. BF 


His Majesty’s Minister, King Ibn Saud, the Iragi Chargé d’Aflaires (and, sub- 
sequently, his Government), and the Egyptian King and Prime Minister. Io 
addition, protests have been lodged with His Majesty's Minister and other heads 
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iplomatic Missions by all local Moslem and Christian religious dignitaries 


and notables, and by public bodies and associations representing every creed, class 
and profession, : 


‘authorised, in 
marliament; enil 
population has been urged 


Puppet régime. ‘Tho Ministers acting for the Governto 
hhave also issued Instractions to Government oficias and aaplones cor ene 


the orders of the Eddé régime, and nominated their 
the depaties, in cave they thmselves are arrested 
vrench propaganda services are engaged in playing down the gravity of the 
situation. In addition, every effort has been. mad Wy the Délgge Général to 
convince the whole population that the crisis was brought about by the British, 
It is being put about that the British are secking to foment a quarrel between 
Christians and Moslems in order to further their general Arab policy; and that 
the British wish to steal the Levant States from the French, The pamphlet 
(referred to under “ Press and Propaganda" below), which ix almost certainly 
being distributed by the French authority, quotes the Prime Minister's declara. 
tion of the 15th July, 1941, that, "* We look for no privileges in Syria. We have 
safeguarded the historical interest of Franco in Syrin and their. preeminence 
over the interest of other powers" in such a manner as to imply that the Prime 
mae, has now broken his pledge. m= 
Serious ax is the present state of affairs, a much worse situation is likely to 
develop if the French do not soon release the President and hie Ainatere So 
far, in the kuowledge that they have the sympathy of His Majesty's Government 
and of the entire Arab world, the population have responded to the exhortations 
{ocala sade by the Tiritish anthorities and have a 
unl iy end is made to the a 
may start. - Responsible lenders have assured Hie May 


yyoew nit to obay 
‘own successors, chosen’ from 


Syria: Damascus. 
The events which have been taking r 


2 Me i 
attention of the Syrian public for the lst week, to the corns etapa the 


fe last. week to the exclusion of all oth 
topics. The calm atmosphere in which the debate th inthe 
Constitution took place it the Lebanese Chamber on the Sth Noventey goat 
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relieved the Syrian Government, who thought that the matter was well on the way 
to settlement, since the French ‘Would have every opportunity to discuss matters 
with the Lebanese President before he promulgated the changes voted by the 
Chamber. The events of the morning of the 11th November, therefore, came as 
a complete surprise. 

Both the Syrian Government and population were deeply incensed, especially 
at the manner in which the President and Ministers were arrested. On the 
12th November the Government sent a protest to M. Helleu, and on the 
15th November the question was debated in the Chamber, Some twenty speakers 
attacked the French, to the manifest approval of the Prime Minister, the members 
of the Government and. the House as a whole; and ou being put to the vote, a 
motion condemning the actions of the French and demanding the reinstatement 
of the Lebanese President and Government was passed unanimous] 

There has as yet been no resort to violence, but there are many indications 
that the temper of the populace is rising. It is unlikely that the Gorcennont 
would or could make any serious effort ts deal with disorders, which might, there- 
fore, quickly become uncontrollable. There is reason to believe that the Freach are 
becomming nervous on this score and that they are already making preliminary 
troop dinpositions, 

roughout the rest of the country, feeling has been running high. Shops 
have been closed in most towns, and protests have been made, but so far there 
have been no disorders. ‘The announcement that His Majesty's Government stood 
by the endorsement of the declarations of Syrian and Lebanese independence has 
mace @ very favourable impression, and British pleas for patience have so far 
restrained political leaders from inciting the masses to. violence. The situation 
is, however, fraught with danger. 


Press and Propaganda, 


With the suppression of the press, all objective reporting of news has ceased. 
‘The French-controlled Radio Levant has been putting out distorted accounts of 
recent events, and ridiculing the idea that anything in the way of serious 
incidents has occurred. ‘Thin has had a most provocative effect: in fact, one 
doputation which visited His Majesty's Legation to protest against the action 
of the French lio made a strong additional protest at the insult to their intelli 
gence of theso wireless denials of events which were taking place before the ayes 
‘of the whole population, Broadcasts from neighbouring countries have. heen 
denounced as tendencions, and have, been coupled with those of the 
enemy. Pamphlets purporting to be clandestine, but clearly sponsored by. the 
French, have been circulating, denying some obvious facts, and warning the 
population to be on their guard against the machinations of foreign Arab States 

ud those who support them, M. Hellen is pictured as the benevolent saviour 
of the country 

The legal Government, for their part, have been represented by a clandestine 
newspaper, in which decrees and the true facts about recent events have been 
published. 

‘To meot the needs of British military personnel, tho army authorities have 
made temporary arrangements for the publication of a broadshect called the 
Ninth Army News, giving news of the war only 

The enemy wireless has, not unnaturally. made the most of the crisis, and 
has seized upon the opportunity to point sardonically to the manner in which the 
French and British implement their promises and justify their claims to be 
fighting the war for the independence of small peoples. 





[EB 7271/27/89) No. 46 


Note on a Conversation between the Minister of State in the Middle East and 
Saadullah Jabri (Prime Minister of Syria) and Jamil Mardam (Minister 
fer Savire dyer: Eyre) on 3rd "November, 1943.—(Received. from 
e of the Minister of State, Cairo: Received in Foreign Office 
23rd oven secy * igi a 


I ADVISED them to go slow, Pointing ont that the French had received 
lect 


rather a shock in the results of the recent el 
ora Mi 

trian Ministers accepted this with some reserve, especially on the part 
of Snadullah.- in fact his motif throughout was, "Yoo sokce Tid us of these 


ctions and were in a touchy frame 
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people "': Tadvised them not to push the "* Intéréts Communs question into the 
Toraground. ‘There must be mosny laee contenlions quortons thick might be 
tackled first. I suggested that it would be wiser to proceed! on the principle of 
the thin end of the wedge. Jamil finally more or less agreed to postpone action 
question for two or three months, though Saadullah was obviously 
 “ However,”” he remarked, ““T have ny convictions only but am no 

T leave that to Jamil.” 

As regards the treaty they reiterated their determination not to conclude a 
treaty with the present Fre horities bat asked for our support. They said 
that the French authorities were continually insisting that the French would 
concede none of the Syrian demands until the Syrians agreed to sign a treaty 

They asked what our (British) attitude was towards the Middle Enst 

ally. I said that we bad no territorial or political ambitions but that. we 

ad, of course, great interests in the Middle East—if only to mention oil and 
cominunieations. To secure these wo wanted to ss a calm Arab world: 
sconomically and politically contented=and Syria was part of the Arab world 
They said there could be no possible objection to what I had said from the Syrian 
xide and further that anything we required to help our war effort and for tho 
security of our troops they would gladly concede 

Jninil Mardam mentioned the granting of visas as one of the attributes of 
sovereiguty which be thought should bo in their hands and said that any 
security modifientions n id with us, but they must 
have.a share in the control of their owa 

He question of the O.C.P. though he did not make it cloar 
to wha wished the Syrian Government to increase its participation, 
His criticise appeared to be that at present there were too many different 
authorities concerned. 

The attitude distlosed in the talk was one of gr ableness xo far ay 
we are concerned but a quite unyielding one as r o French; though they 
did appear to accept the advice to go slow. They wanted quite definitely to be 
linked op with Great Britain abd not with France 


R.G.C 





[B 7399/27/89) No 47 


Mr. Eden to Sir K. Cornwaltie (Bagdad). 
(No. 288, 
Sir, Foreign Office, 24th Nocember, 1943 
I TRANSMIT herewith a copy of an aidemémoire(’) loft by his Excellency 
Daoud AI Haidari, the Iraqi Minister in London, with Sir Alexander Cado 
on the 15th November, 1043 
2. Bir Alexander Cadogan said in reply that undoubtedly an unpleasant 
situation existed, though he cautioned the Traqi Minister not to accept without 
question all the press reports. He also «aid that His Majesty's Government wero 
close touch with the French in the matter. General Catroux was due at Beirit 
that morning and he had hopes that he might bring with him proposals that would 
oad tn a détente in a very short period. The best hope for that would be that 
disordot bhoald Bot spread, 
Vhen the minister began to discuss the causes of the dispute, 
Sir Alexander Cadogan said that while he was not going to defend the action 
which the French had taken, it must be remembered that tho Lebanese hid not 
conducted their case wisely. ‘They had ignored, apparently, the French offer to 
negotiate on the basis of the 1936 treaty and had proceeded to certain unilateral 
acts which might be led as the beginning, at least, of the elimination of 
Freuch authority. The French had doubtless felt that they must act at once if 
they were not to let the case go by defanlt. He repeated that he did not defend 
their action 
4. Sir Alexander Cadogan went on to observe that the Iraqi note went 
rather far in demanding that the intervention of the French in Syria and the 
Lebanon should cease. He concluded by saying that if the present situation could 
be remedied and if feelings subsided, be hoped that the present regrettable 
incident might resalt in a satisfactory general settlement. 
Tam, &e. 
ANTHONY EDEN. 
() Not printed 
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[B 7815/27/59) No. 48 


Sir E. Spears to Mr. Eden —(Receiced 1st December.) 
(No. 75.) 

HIS Majesty's Minister at Beirut presents his compliments to His Majesty's 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs and, with reference to Beirut 
telegram No, 802 to Foreign Office of 27th October, 1943, has the honour to 
transmit to him a copy of letter addressed by the Lebanese Minister for Foreign 
Affairs to M. Hellen. 


Beirut, 21st Nowomber, 1943, 


Enclosure in No, 45, 
Lebanese Minister for Foreign Affairs to M. Heltew 


M. I’ Ambasaadevr 

LE premier Gouvernement constitutionnel du Liban adant estime que 
son devoir est de parfaire cette indépendani pganiser dans Vintérot du 
peuple libanais, 

La France et ses alliés combattent aujourd'hui pour la liberté des individus 
et dos peuplos. Aprdy plusieurs années d'une guerre acharnée, le monde est 

6 dana la vole des réaliaations. L'indépendance du Liban est un des premiers 
effete do co combat glorious. 

Cette indépendance, gui est un droit nararel pour le peuple libanais, a 66 
recompue par les Nations Uniea et Amies Eten envoyant au Liban dea agents 
diplomatiques accrédités auprte du Gouvernement libanais, ces nations ont donné 
A notee indépendance une conséoration officielle, 

Dans ccs conditions, nous sommes heuroux de constater que accession dit 
Liban A Ia complite souveraineté répond, non seulement aux waux de ta popula 
tion Tibanaixe, mais aussi au désir de la France amie et do wes représentants 

Copondant, Vancion régime, quia duré plus de vingt ans, comportait Ia 
privotion du Gouvarnoment libatiais d'une partie des attributs de Ia souveraine 
ct des intérdts propres au Liban. 

Cotte altuation n'est plus compatible avec notre indépendance. 

HT nove incombe aujourd'hui, au début de cette nouvelle tre, de faire tout 
¢9 qui ext nécessaire pour rendre cette indépendance effective et totale. 

Cleat dans ce but que Je Gouvernement libanais a Vhonneur d'attirer 
Vattention de votre Excellence sur les points suivants 


1, Nous souhaitons que la Délégation Géné sforme en une 
représentation diplomatique, compatible avec 1’ dance du 
Liban, 

2 ‘Vous les attributs de la souveraineté sur le territoire liban: 
AGsormais exeroés par les autorités constitutionnelles libanaises 

3, Nous demaudons que le Gouvernement litanais prenne en main to 
intérdts ot services que gere actucllement la Délégation Générale pout 
Je compte dn Liban, fi 

4. Quant aux intéréts communs entre le Liban et la Syrie, mi 
Vhonneur de vous informer que nous sommes d'accord a 
Gonvernement syrien pour les gérer en commun, 


jovs avons 
avee Ie 


‘Telies sont les conditions essentielles ct indispensabies 4 la réalisation 


edfective de notre indépendance, 
‘Nous avons la conviction que notre appel sera entendn par la France et ses 


repriwentants, La France a toujours été le champion de la liberté et, de 


Tindépendance des peuples, Elle est lie par une vieille amitié 3 ce Liban dont 
Jes aspirations Nationales cont conformes aux plus belles traditions francaises. 
Tes efforts que In France a déployés en faveur de ce pays devront aujourd'hui 
trouver non seulement une consécration théorique mais une réalisation pratiqy 

et réclle. C'est en permettant an Liban et & son Gouvernement d’exercer tous 


1 


les attributs de la souveraineté ot de gérer tous les intérats du pays, que cette 
indépendance sera une réalité. Nous sommes certains que la France ne faillira 
pas i st mission historique. C’est ce que le peuple libanais attend du grand pays 
mui a €26 toujours son ami 
Veuillez agréer, &e 
Le Ministre des Affaires étrangtres 


Beyrouth, te 2 octobre 1943, 





(B 7682/27/89} No, 49 


Extract from Weekly Political Summary No, 36—Syria and the Lebanon, 
BUth November, 1943—(Received in Foreign Office, 8th December.) 


HOPES that the arrival of General Catroux would be followed by a prompt 
eatisfactory settlement of the political crisis were soon dashed. It was 
apparent from the outset that he intended to temporise, in the hope, doubtless, 
that he would be able to alienate support from the logal Government, and 
that, in the meantime, international interest in the question. would die down. 
He resented British promptings to deal with the situation urgently, and it was’ 
not until much later, when ho realived the strength of public fecling in. the 
and tho fact that the British were in earnest, that he decided to abandon 

ing tactics, 

After discussing the situation with His Majesty's Minister, who explained 
the point of view of His Majesty's Government, General Catroux. began 
consultations with such of the local religious dignitaries and notables ax could 
be induced to meet him. He was, however, unable to find « single person of note 
who was prepared to support Eddé, or declare hitoself in favour of the action 
taken by Holleu, Even the senile Maronite Patriarch, who hws hitherto been one 
‘of the staunchest xupporters of the French authorities, refused to take up 
powition against the ( Meanwhile, every effort was made by the 
British authorities to make General Catroux and the Algiers Committee realine 
the gravity of the situation 

The prolongation of the crisis caused by these consultations had a very serious 
offcct on the local situation. Despite the efforts of the British authorities to 
persuade the political lenders to remain calm, impatience grew and preparations 
For open tered Boga bo bo made. Lenders of rural Goutsaun tied espestally tt tbo 
Bekaa, began to arm and organise their retainers nnd co-ordinated uprisings 
wore boing planned. ‘Their purpose was to create n gtate of affairs which would 
force the Britieh authorities to tale over armed control. ‘The two Ministers atill 

gathered together a steadily increasing mumber of followers in the 

in village in which they had taken refuge, and by tho 16th November had 

already had a brush with the Freach. Reports of the encounter are conflicting. 

but itis cortain that the Freach used armoured cars in what may haye been an 
pt to take the village, before their troops were withdrawn on 

resentations being made by the British military authorities. Indications were 

not wanting that outbreaks of violence were imminent in Syria, especially in t 

Jebel Druze, and neighbouring Arab countries became increasingly restive, 

By the 19th November the situation had become so zrave that tho Minister of 


to fly to Beirut for the second time since the crisis b Ho_ informed 
jeneral Catroux of the grave apprehension felt in London, and insisted upon 
the necessity for a prompt and acceptable settlement. At the same time pressure 
was again brought to bear on the French National Committee in Algiers, who were 
informed that His Majesty's Government could not allow a threat to military 
security to develop in this area without taking appropriate measures. 
(On the 20th November the French authorities attempted to make mora arrests, 
rtunately without success: hut excitement in Beirnt grew to such an extent that 
it was feared that the outbreak of widespread disorders could not be delayed more 
than a few hours 
Fortunately the firm insistence of His Majesty's Government began to 
produce the desired effect, and on the 2st November the French National 
‘committer issued instructions for the release of the President of the Republic 












































doubt that if the solution bad been delayed any longer, an explosion would have 
ocourred. It is not yet possible to predict what effect these events will have upon 
the position of the Syrian Government 


4. Aleppo. 
Popular feeling in this area has been intense, as elsewhere, The lack of 
reliable news, due to French censorship and the activities of French propagan- 
dists, caused a slight feeling of despondency during the first few days of the 
hut confidence quickly revived ‘when it became known that the British 
authorities were making a firm stand, The incident has been regarded as the first 
real clash between long-repressed Arab nationalism and French imperialism and, 
as British interests and promises are involved, has been realised to be much more 
important than any of the efforts previously made towards independence. ‘The 
apparent inactivity of the Syrian Government has therefore caused surprise. 
.,, There haye heen temporary strikes of shops in Aleppo, and neighbouring 
villages, but no incidents have occurred. 

‘The French have worked hard to spread their version of the affair, which they 
tried to class as minor ineident, and have sought to eulist Christian and slewish 
sympathies by resurrecting the old bogy of Moslem fanaticism. On the whole, 
however. the population have not been deceived, but have remained angry and 
disdainful i 


5. Homs and Hama, 

The tense atmosphere occasioned by the Lebancse crisis continued throughout 
the week, which started with interest concentrated ou the meeting of the Syrian 
Parliament to debate the question. Although the six Deputies from Homs and 
Hama were regarded locally ax having acquitted themselves well, there was 
general disappointment that the Government adopted a stronger line and 
‘accepted the proposition of one of the local L annul Article 116 of the 
Constitution (a measure similar to that wh he crisis in the Lebanon), 

The bazaars in both Homs and Ha: had been closed om the 
14th November, reopened the following d in Homs closed again on. the 
16th November. A peaceful demonstrat students and numbering about 
1,000, assembled outside the Sérail where a deputation was received by the 
[pate Aftor repeated requests the Mobafex addressed the crowd, congratu- 
lating them on their orderly conduct, and promising to convey their protests 
to the Government, ‘ : s ee. ek Bo 

The deputation then went to the office of the Political Officer, accompanied 
by local police, who had been instructed by the Mohafez not to oppose the demon- 
stration unnecessarily. The students protested to the Political Officer against 
the action of the French, and asked that the British authorities should take strong, 
‘measures to prevent further bloodshed. ‘The Political Officer promised to convey 
their protests to His Majesty's Minister, and assured them of British suppork, 
at the same time asking them not to do anything which would alienate the 
mpatly. which was felt for them It was ipimetved that both Moslem and 
Christian students were represented, even students of the Jesuit Collage being 
included. The crowd then dispersed quietly sab ace: 

On the 17th November the town’ of Hons reopened, but closed again on 


the following day, On the 18th Noveraber the students, wh appeared dissatisfied 
[a 


with the relative inactivity of the Syrian Government, assembled outside the 
post office, and sent a telegram to the Speaker of the Syrian Chamber and to the 

mmaacus press, affirming their support for the Lebanese. ‘They then dispersed 
quietly, and no further demonstrations took place. Certain agitators had intended 
fo hold's mass meeting in the principal soos during the afternoon of the 18th 
mit the Mohafez succeeded in preventing this demonstration. The tow 1 
on the 19th November, : st iia isa. 

French propaganda in this area has been extraordinarily thawing 

consisted in accusing the British of distributing arms to the popolation of vat 
and of having bribed the Lebanese President and Prime Minister to oppose the 
French. This propaganda has, however, discredited itself and official statements 
made by the French that the Lebanon was calm and that the shops were open 
in Beirut were known by the local population to be untrue. 


6. Jebel Druze. 


__, The Lebanese crisis had immediate repercussions in this area. The Druzes; 
‘of course, had an obvious interest in the crisis, as the Lebanese Minister of 
Defence, who was organising resistance from his mountain refuge, is himself @ 
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Druze, and had gathered round him numbers of armed Druze followers. |The 
French made attempts to take advantage of local family feuds to sway opinion 
in their favour, and also tried to persuade certain Druze chieftains with 
connexions in the Lebanon to use their influence to the same end there. They 
met, however, with little success; and the political officer reports that the majority 
of the Drazes were quick to disown the actions of those whom the French induced 
to support them. 

Soltan Pasha, head of the Atrash family, is reported to have offered the 
support of armed tribesmen to the Syrian President; and only forty-eight hours 
before the announcement of the release of the Lebanese President and Ministers, 
emissaries were sent to inform the Minister for Foreign Affairs that the whole 
Jebel was on the point of rising, 


7. Alaouite territory. 

The tension produced by the Lebanese crisis has been as high here as in other 
parts of the count ‘The action taken by the French in the Lebanon has been 
regarded as indicative of the same intolerance of independence as has marked 
French rule in the Levant from the outset; and as proof that French policy, 
whether pre-war, Vichy or de Gaullist, is always the same, viz., to install an 
apparently constitutional régime, but to oppose any attempts at real freedom by 
the rule of arrétés and force. Of the nineteen Deputies who made speeches 
expressing their disapproval of the action of the French at the parliamentary 
sitting of the 15th November, four were Alaouite. 

Fortunately, however, British counsels of restraint prevailed, and whilst 
there were temporary strikes, and one demonstration (in ‘Tartous) ‘no disorders 
(ceurred. The crowds who demonstrated in Tartous were dispersed by the local 
British Field Security sergeant, who urged them to keep the peace. The French 
délégué subsequently expressed his appreciation of this action, 

"As the crisis dragged on, however, grave misgivings began to be felt; and 
any outbreak of trouble elsewhere, especially in Damascus, would undoubtedly 
have been followed by the most violent disorders here. 

. . . . . . 


12. Press and Propaganda, 
One of the greatest difficulties encountered during the Lebaneso crisis has 
been that of providing objective and unsensational news, in the absence of which 
the population have been at the merey of wild rumour and insidious propaganda. 
‘The legal Government continued to publish its clandestine newspaper, but this 
had only a limited circulation, and had to contend with the French-inspired 
L’Orvent and the French wireless. The B.B.C. comments on the situation, where 
heard, had a stendying effect and every effort was made to disseminate them by 
word of mouth. In addition, extracts from The Times, which were of course 
suppressed by French censorship, were circulated through the medium of political 
oilers, who’ were provided. with a daily directive and news telegram by these 
headquarters. This material was of very considerable assistance to them in 
up their exhortations to calm and patience; while the part played by 
pelleical officers themselves was of the greatest value, They were regarded, 
the more remote districts, as the only source of reliable news, and 
in which they were able to give was eagerly awaited. ‘Their position 
fficult.in the middle of the crisis, when for fo 1 hours there 
was complete absence of any reference to the situation in. broadcasts from the 
B.B.. and Cairo. This omission had a most depressing effect, expecially as the 
French wireless was taking the line that the crisis was past and the situation was 
‘almost normal; it was feared that the British attitude was weakening, and the 
test efforts were necessary to restrain the political leaders from taking 
matters into their own bands. 


(B 7968/27/89) No. 50 


Extract from Weekly Political Summary No. 87—Syria and the Lebanon, 
Ast December, 1943.—(Received in Foreign Office, 20th December.) 


1. General. 

‘THOUGH outwardly the situation is now normal, the political atmosphere 
isstill very troubled. The Lebanese President and Government have shown them- 
selves willing to be conciliatory, avoiding on the whole in their public utterances 
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anything which could be construed as recrimination or provocation; but it is clear 
that they are conscious that their position has been strengthened by recent events. 
At a meeting which took place on the 29th November between the President, 
the Prime Minister and the Minister for Foreign Affairs, on the one hand, snd 
General Catroux and M, Bart (the new Délégué for the Lebanon), on the other, 
the General accepted without much difficulty the Lebanese contention that there 
could be no question of negotiating a Franco-Lehanese treaty at the present staj 
and that the various outstanding matters would have to be discussed and dealt 
with piecemeal. In accepting this point of view, the General was probably 
influenced by the firmness which had already been displayed by the Syrian Govern- 
lent, with whom he had had a similar discussion a few days previously (see under 
* Damascus” below). He pressed, however, for a general covering preamble in 
which the Lebanese would recognise the pre-eminent position of France, “as 
already recognised by the British.’” ‘The President and the two Ministers did 
not commit themselves on this, and after discussion with their Cabinet colleagues 
came to the conclusion that any such admission would sooner or later be exploited 
by the French, — They see no reason to regard themselves as committed. in this 
matter by the action of His Majesty's Government, especially as no other State 
hhas conceded a special position to Frasye i the Levant States, “Ou the contrary, 
they know that this is a point on which the United States Government hold 
different viows from thow of His Majesty's Government, They are, moreover, 
merely following here the lead of the Syrians, who have always fought shy of the 
ambiguous phrase "pre-eminent. position,” though willing to concede that 
France hus a special cultural position in the Levant. 
At a press conforence on the 20th November the Prime Ministor reaffirmed 
his faith in the independence of the Lebanon ** within ite present frontiers,’” and 


threatened severe anistment to all who might endeavour to sow discord amongnt 


the population, “Questioned on the subject of future Franco-Lebanese relations, 
the Prime Minister declared that the Government were not propared to negotiate 
on the basis of the mandate, but only ona footing of equality and independence: 
at the same time, nothing in their activities should be rogarded ns inimical to 
France, Referring to the Constitutional Reform Bill pased on the 8th November, 
the Prime Minister stated that the revisions voted were to be regarded as in fore 
Ho also referred to, and indignantly denied, rumoure that the Government pro- 
posed to doprive the Armenians of their Lebanese nationality 

‘These and other reports that certain sections of the population, notably 
Armenians, alarmed at the increasing power of the Moslems, are preparing for a 
strike to how their disapproval ofthe Government, are causing a Gethin heevous- 
ness, Whilst they may be due to some extent to the general apheaval of opinion 
brought about by the crisis, thero is, unfortunately, atmple evidence that such 
stories are being propagated by the French as part of « widespread and co-ordi- 
nated campaign intended to stir up confessional antagonism. ‘The method 
employed seems to be to bribe « few Moslems to make provocative anti-Chriatian 
utterances, and then draw the attention of the Christian community (especially 
tho Maronites) to these “' portent," At least one of the Maronite arehbrabope 
is undoubtedly supporting this campaign. At Zahle there has actually been can 
vassing for demonstrations against the settlement reached by General Catroux, on 
tho grounds that the British authorities are working for Arab union; and in the 
same area Sireté officials have been seeking support for a petition to the Govern- 
ment for the reinstatement of the Mohafez of the Mount Lebanon district, who 
has beon dismissed for having supported Emil Eddé. It should be added, however, 
that the Bekna as a whole is not following the lead of Zable, which was always & 
stronghold of reactionary Maronite sentiment. 

Abe reactions of the French themselves towards the settlement of the crisis 
have been violent and more uniform than might have been expected at an earlier 
stage. While, during the first few days of the crisis, many Frenchmen were out. 
spoken in their condemnation of those who had been primarily responsible for it, 
iz, MM. Helleu, Boegner and Gautier, knowledge of the fact that the settlement 
was only arrived at under the strongest British pressure, and that French presti 
had suffered an extremely heavy blow, seems to have hardened and united Prench 
opinion. General Catroux addressed three separate meetings of local Frenchmett, 
and at one of them he is reliably reported to have talked of “a second Fashoda."* 
‘This was in direct contradiction with the line which he had hitherto taken in 
claiming that the settlement was of his own devising and had been uninfluenced 
by third parties. It seems likely. however, that the violence of local French 
reactions convinced him of the need for changing his tune. 
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So violent, indeed, was that reaction that there have been many rimonrs of 
an impending *Patsch"' against the Government by French ‘malcontents; 
and the President and Ministers have provided themselves With a heavy guard of 
gendarmes, 

General Catroux has now returned to Algiers to report upon the situation, 
but is expected to return in about s time to begin negotiations for a Franco: 
Lebanese and Franco-Syrian modus vivendé. 

Outside the Lebanon, the excitement aroused by the crisis has died down, but 
it is realised that a severe struggle still lies ahead. 


2. Wheat. 
Purchases for the nine days ending the 28th November have been 4,465 tons, 
a daily average of 496 tons, 
‘The French Caisse Centrale is alarmed at the lange total of its Joan to the 
O.C.P. aud has refused to make any more advances. It has therefore not been 
ible to buy all available cereals. Orders for sacks necessary for 1944 have also 
to be held up. It seems unlikely that the Caisse Centrale will reverse its 
on and unless the cereals offered to London on the 11th November are bought 
the monopoly power of the O.C.P. are threatened. The Syrian Government are 
already making suggestions for the relaxation of controls on cereals and if 
purchases are not resumed very quickly will probably suggest a return to a free 
market 


3. Syria-Damascus 

‘The end of the Lebanese crisis was received in Syria with relief tinged with 
certain reserve. It was generally realised that the release and reinstatement of 
the Lebanese President and Ministers was almost entirely the result of British 
pressure; confidence in the sincerity of the British guarantes of Syrian 
independence has therefore increased, and both the President and Governn 
ar ow mare than over eager to identify themacies with British policy, ‘The 
reason for the reserve which is felt is the fear that the constitutional battle may 
have to be fought all over again; though it is admitted that the Lebanese are 
now in a better position than before, since the likelihood of the renewed use of 
force by the French is comparatively slight. 

On the 20th and 2ist November, when the orisis was ne 
it was obvious that the 


id the ground is 
Phe first 


Iraq 
ating 


A report by the Foreign Affairs Committee, read at the same session, 
recommended that article 116 of the Constitution should be ignored, on the 

nds that it did not form part of the Constitution drawn up by the Constituent 
Kotembly of 1928, bot was merely'a reeceve added unsataralie Ie dhe then Peace 
High Commissioner. It was proj |, therefore, that the President of the 
Republic and the Parliament should take an oath to observe the first 115 articles 
of the Constitution only. The Minister for Foreign Affairs announced that the 
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opinions which had been expressed in the Chamber were in conformity with the 
Government's policy, The Constitution is being reprinted without article 116. 

The Syrian President, Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign Affairs 
made their point of view regarding the mandate clear to General Catroux before 
his departure for Algiers. They left the General in no doubt that they had no 
intention of negotiating a treaty on any basis; and also insisted that they should 
be given, in the near future, all the rights and powers of a sovereign State, 
They also renewed their demand for the handing over of the funds of common 
interest 

General Catroux is reported to have expressed sympathy with Syrian 
aspirations, and to have promised to put the Government's views to the French 
National Committeo, 


4. Aleppo. 

News of the release of the Lebanese President and Ministers and of their 

resumption of office gave great satisfaction, In general, the crisis is regarded as 

having strengthened the hand of the Syrian Goverumeat, owing to the support 

jese and Syrian aspirations which has been evoked in neighbouring Arab 

countrie Manifestations of joy were, however, discouraged, and no 
demonstrations took place. 

There was a large audience at the mecting held on the 23rd November to 
commemorate the death of the local patriot, Ibrabim Hanano (a former prominent 
Syrian Nationalist), but the gathering remained orderly throughout. The 
Orthodox Bishop of Hama (to whom reference has been made in previous 
summaries) made-on of his political speeches, identifying the minorities with 
Natioualist aspirations and, alone amongst other speakers, acknowledging the 
help given to the Levant States by the Allies. The most important address was, 
howover, that made by the Prime Minister, who, as already reported under 
“'Damaacua" above, strongly asserted the point of view of the Government 
regarding the mandate, '* We have aver, he said," adinited the use of this 
torm and we do not admit it now." He referred to the Atlantic Charter, and 
expressed the hope that “the authorities” would realise that they could no 
longer deal roughly with small nations. Concerning the demands made by the 
Government for the transfer of powers, the Prime Minister said, ‘We bave 
asked the French to hand over the exercise of our own political privileges. We 
have fot some of them already, and soon shall have them al.” 

he French déldgué was amongst the officials who attended this meeting, 
Others, who at times listened with some apprehension, were the numerous local: 
Christian church dignitaries, who have been encouraged by tbe Erench to dread 
any strengthening of Arab unity, and not all of wines have yet accepted the 
view of their colleague from Hama as to the inevitability of this development. 

‘The population generally realise the importance of the efforts made by the 
British authorities to bring about the settlement which has been achieved, and 
despite French insinuations, understand that peace and fairness were the 
real aims, 


5. Home and Hama, 

‘The news of the release of the arrested members of the Lebanese Government 
was received with reserve, and there was little slackening of the tension until it 
was known that Riad Sulh and his Ministers had resumed their functions, The 
credit for the successful solution of the crisis is given to the British by all sections 
Of the population excepting only the employees of the French, whose livelihood 
depends on their faithfulness to their employers. Even the most rabid xenophabes 
were unstinting in their praise and gratitude, and for the time being the 
“misdeeds” of the British in Palestine have been forgotten. 

On the 27th November a deputation of Nationalists, led by Haj Sleiman 
Maasarani, called on the political officer to express their gratitude and their 
hope that Syria would also enjoy the benefits which had accrued to the Lebanon, 

‘Tewfiq Shamieh, who passed through Homs on his way to Aleppo to attend 
the celebrations held in memory of Thrahim Hanano, took the opportunity of 
making known the Syrian Government's refusal to recognise the mandate or to 
negotiate with the French on the basis of it. He revealed that the Government 
had previously feared that their demands for the transfer of powers would give 
rise to difficulties, but that they now regarded their task as easier. 
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7, Alaouite Territory 

‘There is much relief that the Lebanese crisis is over. Of the three main 
groups inhabiting the territory, the Sunni Nationalists haye been wholeheartedly 
in sympathy with the Lebanese; the Christians, realising that in a united Syria 
they cannot expect to retain the privileged position which they enjoyed. when 
this area was directly under French rule, have, in the main, supported the 
French; the Nosairis (Alaouites), who represent roughly 70 per cent. of the total 
population, have been waiting on their religious and tribal leaders. This latter 
group represent the greatest danger to security in any upheaval, especially. in 
¥iew of the inflhence wielded by unscrupulous chieftains such as Sul 
Murshid. ‘This brigand, who has in the past more than once been used 
French as a tool to threaten and humiliate the Administration of the 
Government, remains a potential danger both to the Syrian State, which is now 
struggling to assert its authority in the face of the opposition of the 8.5.Os,, 
and—in any abnormal circumstances or sudden crisis—to the British authorities, 

Since he assumed office, the vow Mobafer hae been compiling a record of 
the crimes committed by Suleiman Murshid. Over forty cases of looting, robbery, 
filching of land and other similar crimes have been collected; and armed with 
this weighty mass of evidence, the Mohafez has gone to Damascus to make his 
recommendation to the Syrian Government, 


12. Press and Propaganda. 

All newspapers have now reappeared, There bas beon no sign of recrimina- 
tion, bitterness or provocation in any pro-Government paper, of comment to 
which any fair-minded person could take  exceptio: in fact, the most, 

portant pro-Government Fronch-language daily has shown a dignity and 
estraint worthy of the best traditions of a Conservative English newspaper, 
The Orient, which was anti-Government before the crisis, has for the moment 
changed sides; bat the Bashir, produced by the Jesuits, continues to propagate 
antiGovernment and anti-British views : 

‘The only French paper which at first persisted in a provocative attitude 
was La Syrie, which is recognised as the organ of the délégation. On the 
25th November this paper published a most impertinent attack on British 
intervention in the crisis, containing an offensive reference to the Minister of 
State's press conference of the 19th November. A strong protest: was lodged 
with General Catroux, and subsequent articles have been much more restrained 





(8000/27/89) 0. BI 


Weekly Political Summary No, 88, Syria and the Lebanon, 8th December, 1943,— 
(Received in Foreign Office, 2ud December.) 


1, General. 

THE attitude of the Lebanese and Syrian Governments towards the coming 
negotiations with the French has been firmly defined by the formal declarations 
of policy which have been made by the Syrian and Lebanese Prime Ministers in 
their respective Chambers. Following the line which they had previously adopted 
in their public utterances, both Ministers repudiated the mandate and insisted 
upon the immediate transfer of the powers at present in French hands. Both 
emphasised the right of the Levant States to complete independence, in 
accordance with Allied pledges and the Atlantic Charter, and subject only to the 
exigencies of the war. 

SeThese declafations have 60 far provoked no open reactions on the part of the 
French authorities, who are indeed showing signs of readiness to proceed with a 
progressive “* passation de pouvoirs,"” but their efforts to stir up’ confessional 
antagonism continue, and in Syria are causing some anxiety, 


2. Wheat. 
Purchases for the period the 20th November to the 4th December haye been 
963 tons, a daily average of 160 tons. 
‘The O.C.P, is still unable to buy all cereals offered’ on account of lack of 
funds No further fands are to be expected unless the British Government decide 
to buy the surpluses offered them. 
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ns have not yet begun and are in fact abnormally. late 
Farmers are already getting nervous about prospects for next year's harvest, 
and this will still further increase the difficulty of resuming purchases ‘when 
funds are again received. 


8. Syria—Damaseus 

On the Ist December the Prime Minister amplified in the Chamber the 
declaration of policy which he had already made in a public speech at Aleppo on 
the 23rd November. He declared that Si did not recognise the mandate; that 
the Government were not prepared to conclude a treaty with the Frem 
exchange for the transfer of rights which properly belonged to Syria; and 
demanded the complete surrender to Syria of all the attributes of sovereignty, 
except those which it was necessary for the Allied military authorities to retavo 
for the conduct of the war. These restrictions, he said, should be regarded a8 
military obligations, gladly shouldered by Syria as a contribution to the war 
effort. “The Prime Minister stated that the Government were in agreement with 
their Lebanese colleagues as to the acquisition and administration of the funds 
of common interest. “He added that General Catroux had agreed that all that 
remained to be done in this connexion was to carry out the actual transfer of 
Powers. In reply to « question, the Prime Minister stated that the Government 
were taking steps to secure the dissolution of the Gardes Mobiles and to set on 
foot » Syrian army. 

Considerable publicity has been given in the local press to a speech delivered 

the President of the Republic at a reception given on the 4th December by 
the Damascus Catholic Club. ‘The President's object in accepting an invitation 
to this gathering was to countoract the Palpable ‘intrigues of the French 
authorities directed towards disturbing the Christian minorities; and in his 
address he stressed the fact that the Christians were part of a wider Syrian 
gommunity formed of essentially Syrian elements, fooling and thinking as 
Syrians, 

Tho law raising judicial immunity and giving power to the Minister of 
Justice to revise the judiciary establishment, which was referred. to. in 
Summary No. 84 of the 10th November, has been’ passed by the Chamber. It is 
to remain in force for one year only. 

The pi put forward at tho same time as this Bill, for the setting up 
of a commission to revise the establishment of Government Departments, has bok 

hdrawn. The political officer is, however, informed that the Government are 
likely to persist in their intentions to roform the civil service. ‘They now believe, 
however, that they ean achieve their object more discreetly by nou-parliamentary 
means. A draft law to increase stamp duties has also been withdrawn, as a result 
of objections by a large number of Deputies, 


4. Aleppo. 

Phere bave been no political derelopmenta, 

‘The anniversary of the foundation of the Armenian Soviet was celebrated on 
the 28th November. There was no excitement. At the request of members of 
the Syrian Nationalist Bloc, Tashnag leaders have been visiting the Armenian 
quarter to give reassurances about the intentions of the Syrian Government 


5, Homs and Hama, 
No detailed reports received from this area 


6. Jebel Druze. 

‘The settlement of the Lebanese crisis has aroused great popular enthusiast, 
and many telegrams of congratulation have been sent to the Government. 
None, however, was sent by the leaders of the Atrash family, owing probably to 
tho influence of the Emir Hassan and Yusuf Pasha, whose attitude during the 
crisis was equivocal. 


7. Alaouite Territory, 
Nothing of political importance to report 


8. Euphrates and Jezireh. 
Euphrates—No reports received. 
Jesireh—The Lebanese crisis has had few repercussions in this area. Some 
local government officials have expressed gratification at the outcome of the affair. 


i 


9. Tribal. 

‘Tribal migration has stopped temporarily as a result of the lateness of rain 
and the consequent lack of pasturage in the desert. It is reported that tribal 
sheikhs are apprehensive that their interests may be neglected by the independent 
Syrian Government, and are agitating for the appointment of a tribal committee 
Possibly as a result of this agitation, the Syrian Minister of the Interior has, it 
is reported, sent a circular to the Mobafezin in all the Syrian provinces asking 
for detailed reports on the tribes and thelr movesnert 


10, Frontier. 
Nothing of political importance to report. 


1. The Lebanon, 


rs seemed ready to hear what General Catroux had 

ide was one of suspicion of French intentions and mistrust 

powers of cajolery. Riad Sulh and his Foreign Minister 

had been to Chtaura on the 4th December and concerted future plans with the 

Syrian Minister for Foreign Affairs, who, they stated, had assured them that the 
Syrian Government would take a similar attitude, 

‘The Lebanese Chamber met on the Ist December for the first time since the 
crisis. Forty-four Deputies attended (including the Cabinet and Speaker). After 
reading the minutes of the sittings held outside the Chamber during the crisis 
and observing five minutes’ silence in honour of those who lost thelr lives, the 
House acclaimed the Prime Minister, who made a speech reviewing the crisis and 
defining his Government's attitude towards the future, He repeated what he 

said at his press conference a few days earlier (sce last week's Suminary), 
emphasising that the Government did not recognise the mandate and would never 
Fecognise it, He declared that the Lebanon had the right to be free, and pointed 
‘ont that its independence had been guaranteed by Allied pledges and the Atlantic 
Charter. “He reiterated that the activities of the Government were not inimical 
to France. A motion by Hamid Frangich asking the Government to prepare 
law dealing with crimes against the State was passed, A motion by Henri 
Pharaon asking the Government to apply severe punishment to Emil Eddé, 
‘whose actions during the crisis had endangered the Lebanon, was approved 
all but six of the Deputies (three others who might have been expected to support 
Eddé, namely, Naccache, Tabet and Ashkar, were absent). These Deputies were 
booed from the gallery, but the Speaker restored calm. Several Deputies praised 
the attitude of the Laban during the erisis and thanked Great Britain, 
the United States, the Allied Nations and the Arab States for their support; a 
motion in tis nie, naming General Spears and Mr. Wadsworth, was proposed 
by six Deputies and carried unanimously. S 

General Stmuts's speech, with its reference to the future status of France, 
has made a wide impression in Lebanese circles and reinforced their hopes as to 
changed postwar conditions, 

‘he difficult question of the appointment to the post of Commander-in- 
chief of the Internal Security Forces (see last week's Sufumary) has been settled 
for the moment by the appointment of Lieutenant-Colonel Fauzi Trabulsi to that 
post in an acting capacity in place of Colonel Naufal, whose ultimate fate is not 
Jet known, This decision upholds the decree made at Bahamoun by the oser 
ment of Habib Abi Shabla and the Emir Majid Arslan. Other administrative 
changes may be expected shorty. i 

the Minister of Food, Industry and Commerce, Adil Usseyran, has left for 
Egypt on leave over the greater Bairam Feast (Id al Adha). 

“It is of interest that at the Festival of Trees, specifically Lebanese 
ceremony to encourage afforestation, held on the Sth December, both Moslem and 
Christian Youth organisations (Najjadis and Phalanges) participated together 
officially for the first time. 


12. Press and Propaganda. 

Whilst continuing to show restraint in the matter of comment, the press is 
now reporting political speeches and developments with an openness’ which 
ould have appeared astonishing even a few months ago.. The speeches of the 
Syrian and Lel Prime Ministers, to which reference has been made above, 
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have been reproduced verbatim, and announcements have been published that the 
Levant, Governments will shortly be taking over powers at present in the hands 
of the French, in such a manner as to give the impression to the uninformed that 
nothing further remains to be done but to fix the date for the transfer. 

‘The French-inspired press has refrained from polemics; in fact, one article 
in La Syrie, commenting on the Syrian Prime Minister's speech, so far from 
attacking the Prime Minister for his refusal to negotiate a treaty with the 
French, pointed out that this refusal applied to other Powers also 

In regard to international affairs, however, the French press clearly reflects 
the sense of grievance under which local French officials are smarting. General 
‘Smuts's recent speech—which was not reproduced in the French-language press— 
came in for very severe criticism; and one article suggests that, if France is 
abandoned by Eogland, the United States and Rustin, she may cil asemble the 
smaller European Powers nnder her leadership. Concurrently with this trend 
of thought is expressed the more or less open disparagement of the Anglo-Saxon 
war effort, especially as compared with Russian achievements 


(E 8103/27/89) No. 52 
Sir B. Spears to Mr. Kden.—(Receiced 20th December.) 


jo. 82) 
s bd Beirut, 10th December, 1948: 
WITH reference to my telegram No, 805 of the 4th December containing a 
summary of the speech delivered by Saadullah Jabri, the Syrian Prime Minister, 
in the Chamber bf Deputies in the course of the session'oa the tat December, 
T have the honour to transmit to you herewith « complete French version of thie 
‘speech as reproduced in the Damascus newspaper Ler Echor de Syrie 
‘2. In communicating this text to. me His Majesty's Consul at Damascus 
has explained that this text has been compared with ‘an ori Arabic txt 
taken down as the Prime Minister was speaking and appears substantiall 
except for the following sentences which are missing :-— 
(1) Speaking about legislation, Saadullah Jabri said that Syria will make 
its own laws “without there being any influence by any foreigner.” 
(2) On the subject of Arab unity he said: ‘' Syria was the first to rouse the 
‘Arab cause from its sleep,” and that ‘ Arab consultations were 
described as consultations lest they be obstructed by. obstacles 
impossible to o .”" and that " Naturally, when consultations 
take place, that does not mean that decisions have been reached.”” 
(8) About the independence of Syria be said: “ When war necessities are 
removed Syria will then have great influence on the situation.” 
(4) Speaking on the treaty question and about the interests of the country, 
he said: ‘* We do not want to be bound hy anything.” 


3. Tam sending copies of this despatch to the Minister of State Resident 


in the Middle East/and to the Minister Resident at Algiers. 
T have, &e. 
E. L. SPEARS. 


Enclosure in No, 82. 
Extract from the Echos de Syrie of the Ath December, 1943. 
Dans un grand Discours de Circonstance le Président du Conseil expote tous 
Lea Problimes intériewrs et extérieure. 
Le Mandat, 


APRES un préambule assurant que le Chef du Gouvernement syrien avait 6 
surpris par l'objet de cette interpellation, le Président délare 


La Syrie n’a reconnn en aucun moment le mandat: lequel mandat, sous 
différents aspects, s'est emparé des pouvoirs et attributions qo'exerysit Vétranger 
Lorsque la Chambre fonctionnait avee un Gouvernement parlementaire, ce 
andat était néglige. Et si, aide des forces dont il disposait dans le passé 


il exéoutait ses volontés ou ses prétentions, ce n’était pas en s‘appuyant sur la 
force du droit ou ve que présume ce droit. 
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Les Bases de la Politique du Pays. 


Les bases de la politique du pays, poursuit Ie Président, si nous vouliotis 
les définir, peuvent se délimiter dans les points suivants 


Ea reconnaissance alliée de notre indépendance. 

Ily a d’abord état de fait qui prend sa source dans Ja reconnaissance de 
notre indépendance de la part des Nations Unies, lesquelles, suivant les assurances 
et les engagements officiels que nous avons walk ab Seats représentants, sont 
désireuses de nous voir exercer cette indépendance. 

Ces Nations Unies youdraient nous voir contribuer, dans Ia mesure de nos 
possibilités, i leur effort de guerre, en leur facilitant les moyens de transport 
et de communications et autres. nous sommes désireux d'apporter cette 
coutribution a I’effort de guerre des Nations Unies. 


Les contingences de la guerre. 


La seconde base est issue des contingences de la guerre qu'il faut prendre 
en considérations et apprécier 4 leur juste valeur. 


Les attributions issues de Uindépendance, 


La troisitme base, co sont les droits résultant naturellement de notre 
indépendance. Et iei le Président souligne qu'il ne s'agit pas Ta de concessions 
ou de gratifications que nous n'acceptons de personne, mais de droite issus de 

idépendance reconnine par les Nations Unies, et qui présiment le transfert des 
attributions i l'autorité nationale indépendante 

Ces attributions, déclare le Président Djabri, se divisent en deux catégori 


La premiére nous est exchisive et n'est pas partagée avec le Liban. 
La seconde est en participation avec le Liban, 


Dans la premiére categorie we trowvent les pouvoirs Vgisats exereés par 
la Chambre, & T'exclusion de toute autre autorite Les aulorités intents pnt 
Tegut due notification que la Syric n'admet aucune législation ou arrété non émis 
par le Gouvernement issu du Parlement. Cette notification est en bonne voie 
depuis quelques jours. Quant aux activités exeroées par les Francais pour la 
rotection des frontidres, la légalisation des passeports, la gestion des alfaires 

tribus, Ia question de ln sireté générale, Ta ponate'st ik presse et autres 
activités de méme nature, nous avons, déclare le Président du Conseil, commencé, 
en fait, Vexercice de ces droits, et en avons donné acte aux intéresséa. Nous 
sommes en train de préparer les cadres des fonctionnaires nécessaires A de telles 
activités pour les mettre en état de remplir anssitét leurs devoirs. De sorte que, 
4 Varrivée d'un yoyageur venant de 'étranger, il puisse voir notre pavillon hisse 
et le fonctionnaire syrien présent pour apposer sa signature, tandis que Io 
fonctionnaire de la ‘* Sireté"” examine si l'entrée d'un tel voyageur est ou n'est 
pas autorisée, 

Quant & la question des frontidres, le Président rappelle que lent protection 
‘est exeroée non pas seulement pour si sdetirité " civile,”” mais également militaire. 
Et cela du fait de la présence de troupes des Nations Unies sur nos territoires, 
Aussi des démarches sont-elles entreprises pour aboutir A ce qui est de nature 
A assurer Ia sécurité de ces troupes et également i la préservation de notre 
fouveraineté, ainsi qu'il en est dans les autres pays arabes 

Passant & la question de la censure sur la presse, le Président déclare qu'il 
été donné acte a la partic intéressée que cette censure doit étre essentiellement 
syrienne, compte tenu des considérations militaires, De meine que nous nous 

lorcerons d’assurer & In pres acs besoins en papier, ce qui fera que nous 

deviendrons la seule autorité & laquelle Ia presse aura A s’adresser. 

Ta seconde catégorie d'atteibutions ext celle en participation avec 1é Liban, 

Cette catégorie, au cas méme oh Je mandat avait un caractire léeal, 
Vapplication de ce mandat ne lui donne pas le droit d’assumer la gestion des 
“*intéréts communs.”” Comment l’admettrions-nous lorsque oe mandat est. non 
reconnu et he repose sur aucune base juridique! Cette gestion a été exereée de 
force sous prétexte qu'il n'y a pas accord entre la Syrie et le Liban, Mais 
maintenant que accord est intervenu pour Ia prise en charges dee intérits 
communs dont Jes douanes et les sociétés concessionnaires et autres, il ne reste 
plus aucune raison pour que I'étranger continue A y exerver sa gestion. 

Le Président précise qu'il n'y pas ew a ce sujet de négociations proprement 


dites avec les Francais. Lorsquie lentretien a été ouvert A ce sujet aver le 
























































Général Catroux, ce dernier a reconna que nous sommes 1d dans nos droits. Aprés 
Wwe nous nous sommes mis d’accord avee le Liban, il ne leur restait qu’a céder. 
Nous espérons nous réunir prochainement avec le Gouvernement libanais pour 
fonder l'organisme qui pourra entreprendre l’action entreprise jusqu’ici par les 
Francais, comme eux, ouméme mieux. Nous demandons & Dien de ndus permettre 
de soumettre bient6t i la Chambre ce qui est de nature & lui donper toute cette 
satisfaction sur ce chapitre, 


L’Union arabe. 


Répondant ensuite au sujet de I'Union arabe, le Président déclare que 
maintenant que le Premier Ministre égyptien, Nahas Pacha, a fait A ce sujet 
des delarations Ia pres il se considérat en état de donner des éclairvisements 
A cet effet. 

Le Président évoque le role prépondérant joué par la Syrie dans Ia cause 

arabe, ce qui présumait qu'elle ne pouvait rester en marge du mouvement national 
entrepris par les Arabes, et assure qu'elle est rite 4 affronter tous les sacrifices 
pour la réalisation du projet de consolidation des rapports des pays arabes entre 
eux. 
Aprés avoir rendu hommage A |'Egypte et A ses dirigeants pour avoir 
“* patronné "* ce mouvement, le Président déclare que ce qui est survenu dernibre- 
ment ce sont des "' consultations."’ Une fois ave. Nahas Pacha aura estimé que 
ces consultations ont abouti aux résultats désirables, il invitera les pays intéresscs 
A constituer “* une Commission internationale arabe" qui tiendra ses réunious A 
tour de rile dans chacun de ces pays, en Egypte, en Arabie sdoudite, en Irak, en 
Syrie, Une fois les bases sur lesquelles on xe sera mis d'accord seront consolidées, 
Nahus Pacha invitera & un “‘congrés" gui se tiendra au Caire, ¢t anquel 
participeront tous les Gouvernements arabes. Il appartiendra A’ ce congrés 
d'indiquer la forme dont seront reliés ces pays. C'est A cela, ajoute le Président 
que tous aspirent, notamment en matidre politique. 


L'Indépendance et le Traité 


Evoquant & cette occasion In position particnlidre de la Syri¢ au sein de ces 
pays arabes, le Président est ramené i entretenir la Chasbre des attributio 
résultant de l'indépendance. 

Ti déclare A ce sujet que ce que demande 1a seconde partie en compensation 
du transfert des attributions et antres, soit la conclusion dn teaité ie trouve 
pour sa part aucune nécessité de conclure un teaité pour régler ces questions, Car, 
en toute franchise, dit-il, de tels traités impliquent de nombreuses conséquences 
en relation avec des questions tlles qu'une garantie territorial, des obligations de 
guerre, 1a présence de troupes des Nations Unies, le pacte de I'Atlantique. De 
méme qu'il s"y trouve des considérations qui ne donnent pas A la seconde partie un 
droit juridique de contracter un accord, ainsi que des questions d’intéréts du pays 
qui no peuvent étre liés en les circonstances actuelles 

Je ne puis supposer, déclare le Président, ov méme imaginer que les attribu- 
tions dont nous commencons & exercer une partie puissent étre cousidérées comme 
uun gage tenu en main jusqu’A la réalisation d’un traité, Je ne puis croire que 
Vautre partie pense cela on le dise. Et tout ce que nous avons constaté de l'autre 
cOt6 c'est Ia reconnaissance que le transfert est obligatoire et qu'il sera réalisé. 


Sommaire des Questions en cours. 


Le Président du Conseil, résumant ensuite l'ensemble de ses déclarations, dit 
que toutes les questions soumises & 'appréciation de la Chambre se condensent 
comme suit : 


(1) I1n’y a pas de mandat. 
(2) I1n’y a pas de traité 
(8) Les ‘attributions, seront transférées et celles déji transférées seront 
 complétées.”” 
(4) Des pays arabes cherchent & s’unir et Jeurs efforts dans ce sens sont en 
bonne voie, 
(6) Des obligations militaires existent et qui sont la conséquence de la 
Boni tisitlon any eflicas den Natices Unies pour la victoire. 
(@) Des circonstances militaires sont provoqnées par la sécurité des troupes 
des Nations Unies. 
Le Président achive en disant qu'il ne fait pas état de ces questions pour 
profiter des circonstances actuelles, mais qu’elles ont été déji dites auparavant et 
Sommuniquées offciellement aux parties intéressées 
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Déclarations complimentaires 


L'intervention de M. Adnan el Atassi, Président de la Commission des 
Affaires étrangéres, améne le Chef du Gouvernement a déclarer an sujet de la 
Barde mobile que des dispositions sont en vue pour sa dissouution, tandis que fa 
question de Ia constitution d'une armée demande heaucoup d’attention et d'études, 
‘notamment en les circonstances actuelles de la guerre. 

M. Fakhri el Baroudi évoque la question des ‘" conseillers,”” et: M. Joseph 
Liane celle des épori politiqnes. A cette derniére question, le Président 
Fépond que la diffcalté de leur mise en liberté provient de la diversité des camps et 
des raisons des détentions ainsi que du grand nombre de détenus. Ileonchit an 
déclarant néanmoins qu'il ne se passera pas trop de temps rans qu'ila he soient 
ramenés tous chee eux en bonne santé pour. jouit de toute leur liberté 
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Extract from Weekly Political Summary No, 89, Syria and the Leba 
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“1. General. 

THE Acting French Déldgué Généeat is relinbly reported to have informed 
the Lebanese President. on the 8th Deen i tho. French, Commitne og 
Pilaianece President on the 8th Decanter tha the French Committe’ of 


(0) the immediate transfer to the Syrian and Lebanese Governments of the 
services of common interest, subject to discussions on ways and 
is; and H 
(0) tripartite discussions (French, British and Lebanese) on the tranafer'to 
Cie aahanese Government of certain of the functions of the Sireté 
iénérale, 


M. Chataignean is reported to have made a «i cat 
svrig Some P imilar communication to the 

Following this communication, the Lebanese Prime Minister met the $1 
President at Yel on the 10th December, and is said to have agreed will ‘hint 
that the Syrian and Lebanese Governments should each appoint three members 
Hef doint commiticn charged with discussing with the French the transfer of 

The political atmosphere is, however, still troubled. From the many wild 
ramours which are circulating, it is clear that the campaign designed to arouse 
confessional antagonism, to ‘which reference hax heen made. in previous 
summaries, has by no means abated. Efforts are now also being made to persuade 
the merchant class that they will be the losers under the new régime of indepen. 
dence, which will have to be acpported by heavy taxation (the French having, 
in the past, with great philanthropy, paid all the expenses of administration 
themselves); and it is being suggested that the recent discussions in Caito herald 
the cession of the Levant States to Turkey, The reasan for British intervention 
in the recent crisis is now clear: the British wished to get rid of the French a 
‘hat they could sell the Levant States to Turkey 

arrival of General Catroux is therefore anxiously awaited, 

The Moslet feast of the ‘* Td al Adha”” has been celebrated throughout the 
country in joyful mood. There has been a complete absence of speeches and 
demonstrations by religious leaders and Moslem communities which could to 
regarded as recriminatory or provocative. 


*2. Wheat. 
Purchases for the period the Sth-12th December have been 588 tons, a daily 
average of 71 tons. 
‘urchases of cereals are still seriously hampered by the lack of fund 
decision of His Majesty's Government regarding in porches ok aarplaie a 
il aw 





















































The autumn rains have not yet commenced and farmers predict a poor crop 
in 1944. If the drought continues much longer, there will be need of second 
sowings on an extensive scale, 

All these factors point to the necessity of purchases on the largest scale being 
resumed immediately. 


*10, Frontier 

Refugees continue to pour in from Turkey, and a high proportion this week 
have been Italians, among whom a general who had escaped from Samos. 
Other notable arrivals were the Greek Orthodox Archbishop of Samos and a party 
of eleven Italian diplomats from the Italian Embassy at Angora 

Although there is no marked increase in smuggling from Turkey in general, 
pharmaceutical products seem to be popular as contraband goods. ‘Three cases 
of smuggling in these products have bear reported 


#11, The Lebanon. 

M, Chataigneau’s communication to the Lebanese Government (referred to 
under "General" above), and the general atmosphere engendered by the F 
dofeat in the recent crisis, have induced a fecling of optimism, amongst the 
Lebanese Ministers as regards the outcome of the forthcoming discussions with 
General Gatroux, and they have been encouraged by the attitude and declar 
of the Syrian Government on this subject. Both Governments are the 
expected to adopt a firm attitude, and to resist any attempts which Genera 
Catronx might make to strike a political bargain in return for concessions which 
they regard as their right 

The Lebanese Government have set up an internal press censorship. 
Discussions are also proceeding regarding the method of controlling the supply 
and distribution of tyres and newsprint, the French having announced their 
intention of withdrawing from the control of both these commiodities 

In the sphere of administration the position of the Lebanese Government is 
unsatisfactory. Partly, no doubt, owing to the Moslem Feast of the Sth 
10th December, but, more to the inexperience of several of the Ministers, the 
Government have still shown no signs of making a serious attempt to tackle the 
numerous and difficult problems which await solution. Riad es Sulh is 
handicapped by having spent most of his life in opposition, and is somewhat 
naturally finding it difficult to get down to the business of positive administra 
tion, especially as congratulations on his recent triumph continue to be sbowered 
upon hin. He has, however, in his capacity as Minister of Finance, put out the 
budget for discussion by a committee, but the urgent question of the reorganisa- 
tion of the Finance Departments, the collection of the war profite tax and the 
inatidution of an income tax still'remuin to be dealt with. The Minister of the 
Interior, fired by a sincere desire to improve the standard of efficiency of the 
‘administration, has now succeeded in bringing about a large-scale reshuffle of the 
kaimakams, in addition to his gendarmerie and police appointments, but is 
having trouble with the Prime Minister about. the Mobafezin, owing to the 
continuous presstire exerted on him by Deputies in favour of their relatives and 
protégé: ‘The Minister of Justice tas prepared s project of judicial reform; 
it is understood to advocate the re-establishment of a Court of Cassation, au 
institution which has appeared and disappeared at intervals in the last few years. 

‘This inertia on the part of the Government is providing material for those 
elements, both French and Lebanese, who are anxious for various reasons to 
‘oreate opposition to it, Amongst the Deputies, Emil Eddé is still remaining 
prudently in the background, where he is said to be expressing extreme bitternes 

‘ainst the French for having let him down; but Messrs. Naceache and Ayoub 
abet are working to create a group of Deputies who will support them in 
criticising and obstructing the Government. Neither of these men is, however, 
of the stuff of which a successful leader of the Opposition is made, and it is 
probable that the Opposition will remain ineffective unless the Government make 
tome specific blunder which will unite a majority of malcontent Deputies against 
them. Meantime, reports continue to be received of French efforts to play on 
Christian (particularly Maronite) susceptibilities on the familiar lines that the 
Government, under British pressure, is adopting a Moslem policy and that the 
Christians must oppose it and eling to the French if they are to avoid absorption 
into a Moslem dloe. 

‘The members of the Government are also divided amongst themselves on the 
question of the sanctions to be applied to those who acted with the French against 
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them in the crs notably Emil Fd, the Chief of the Gendarmerie and the 
Mob jaabd Prime Minister is in favour of clemency, 30 as not to 
er ee gnamies for bineelf; and the President and the four Mini ters, who wish 
ie nt ilo ae es Sulh difficult to move. Gpinions in 
Fighting French authorities appear to have instituted policy 
regards provincial Consiles. ‘The Conseller at Tripoli has been treateprel 
Cerenth cette, Meppo): and his colleague at Sidon is also leaving. At Tripo 
lonel G i, one of the better French eleme: 0 wa i 
arrest by M. Hellen during the recent Sochgaeeay Broce aesney te 
yehich will be grouped the focal branch of the Sireté Général, the SS.Orand oth, 
French organisations;, he will not occupy an office in the Sérail, and has expressed 
his intention to abstain altogether from interfering in the local administration, 
A and lar report as regards French intentions has been received from Sidon 
crop. ig, Absence of autumn rains this year is causing anxiety as to the cereal 
crop. Rumours of Turkey's forthcoming participation in the war appear to 
tare bean the principal ciuse of @ marked rise in gold and textile prices lst 
e cost of living continues to be a constant subject of compl 
vernment’s failure #0 far to produce any counter ees roe tinh and the 


ene Any counter-measures is being freely 





